
I joined the Club in 2009. That 
was a mistake, as I should have 

joined much earlier. I immediately 
bought a copy of the Club history, 
The Great Adventure: 100 Years at 
the Arts & Letters Club, by Margaret 
McBurney. I found it so interesting 
that I read it through in one sitting. 
I marvelled at the story of the Club 
and the old photographs. It gave 

me a sense of all of the effort made by members, over many 
years, to build and improve the Club. As the saying goes, we 
stand on the shoulders of giants. It is a great privilege to be 
your new President, and I thank all of our members, past and 
present, who have contributed to the Club.

In taking on this role, I would like to comment on what I see 
as three major priorities for the coming year.

The first is to increase the membership. Our total 
membership has declined during the Covid crisis, but we must 
admit that membership was declining even before that. We 
need more members. During the next year, and going forward, 
we will strategize through the Membership Committee and 
the recently formed Recruitment and Retention Task Force 
on how to attract new members. We are, of course, looking 
for people who are interested in the arts, both professionals 
and non-professionals. With any luck, we will attract a diverse 
group. Increasing our membership is a collaborative effort, and 
I encourage all members to think about how you can help in 
attracting suitable candidates to join us.

And I would encourage current members to use the Club 
more often. Too many members come only a few times per 
year. Don’t be a stranger! Come out and use the Club. Try new 
things, and enjoy the company and camaraderie of others. 

For those of you who are new members, please don’t be shy. 
You should jump into membership and take advantage of this 
great place. Feel free to explore the Club, to attend events or 
talk to people you do not yet know. There are lots of friendly 
people here who will help you feel at home.

A second concern for the next year, and going forward, will 
be ensuring the upkeep of our physical building. St. George’s 
Hall is now over 130 years old and is constantly in need of 
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repair and upgrading. The Property Committee has done an 
excellent job of keeping up with this work, and anticipating 
and tracking projects that will be required over the coming 
years – everything from HVAC improvements to replacing the 
original, aging floor in the Great Hall. Some of this will be 
expensive and will require steady and reliable funding. We are 
investigating new methods for covering the needed costs.

The third issue I want to raise here is the upcoming 
development next door at 8 Elm Street. At this point we believe 
construction could begin as early as the fall of 2022. We will 
be prepared for this, and will have a committee in place to 
liaise with the developer as the project moves forward. We 
are particularly concerned that the construction be minimally 
disruptive to the Club and will be closely monitor elements 
such as sound levels, vibration, dust, and pest control, and will 
help to resolve problems if they arise.

So, there you have it. We have plenty of work to do in the 
coming year. The important thing is to keep moving forward. 
We have a strong new Board in place, and with the help of the 
committees, our members, and our excellent staff I’m confident 
we can continue the Great Adventure that is the Arts & Letters 
Club of Toronto.

Thank you, and stay well.
Don McLeod

Photo of Betty Anne Anson-Cartwright  and Don McLeod at the AGM, by 
Chester Gryski



“Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure nineteen, 
nineteen and six, result happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, 
annual expenditure twenty pounds ought and six, result misery.” 

Charles Dickens, David Copperfield

For those of you who were not able to attend the AGM, and 
as a reminder for those of you who were, I must reiterate 

in the strongest possible terms the disturbing reality that the 
Arts & Letters Club of Toronto is moving inexorably toward 
bankruptcy!

This is not a reflection on the recent Management, Executives 
or Boards of Directors; it is a situation that has been developing 
over the past many years. But the present circumstance has 
now made it critical. The most recent budget approved by the 
Board of Directors for 2022–2023 projects a deficit of almost 
$200,000. If this were to continue, the Club could cease to 
exist in fewer than ten years.

This is not the result of Covid – in fact, the added revenue 
from government support has helped greatly in the last two 
years. Nor has the selling of our air rights changed the situation 
at all – it has merely postponed acknowleding the inevitable.

This circumstance is the result of two problems:
1. Thirty-six years ago, we bought our building but in the 
following period no permanent or lasting arrangements were 
made to finance the improvements, repairs or maintenance of 
the building.
2. Our administrative and overhead expenses are based on 
servicing a membership of 600. In the past ten years, our 
membership has fallen to 425 with no substantial reduction in 
our services or our costs.

There is only one viable way to deal with this situation 
without drastically altering the entire fabric of the Club – we 
need to increase our annual revenue in all ways; not just by 
dramatically increasing the number of members but also by 
increasing the ancillary (i.e., catering) revenue.

Thanks to the sale of our air rights, we have the welcome 
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benefit of TIME. The new Board of Directors now has the 
luxury of time to examine in detail each of these two problems, 
research solutions, and implement remedial action to change 
the course of events and ensure a long and successful future to 
the Arts & Letters Club.

I will keep you apprised of the results of our discussions. But 
please be advised. We must increase our revenue! The Board of 
Directors anticipates that whatever measures are necessary to be 
undertaken, we will enjoy the full support of our membership.

But, in the meantime, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with me with your ideas, suggestions, or comments.

Thank you.
John Goddard, Treasurer

The Arts & Letters Club

A meeting place 
in downtown Toronto 
for arts professionals 

and arts lovers

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario M5G 1G7
416-597-0223

info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Editor:  Anya Orzechowska
Copy editor: Jane McWhinney

Email to LAMPSletter: lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca

Please Note New Open Bar Hours!

In July, the bar will be open Monday to Friday until 8:00 
pm, Special Events excepted. Pleasant Hour on Wednesdays 
only. 

In August, the bar will be open until 8:00 pm every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  (The bar will not be 
open on Monday and Fridays.)

Come and enjoy!

Finances
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Good news! The Club has received approximately $2.4 
million dollars for the transfer to 8 Elm of half of the 

Club’s air space above 46 metres. We retain the right to add 46 
metres to the height of our building, which is the maximum 
allowed under the City by-law. In addition, the heritage 
designation of our building is preserved.

There is an opportunity for the Club to receive some 
additional funds once the City approves site plans for each of 
the Chelsea and 8 Elm developments. Both parties have been 
in very protracted negotiations with the City. Accordingly, we 
are unable to predict when the site plans may receive sign-off. 
Until that happens the Club’s Directors are bound by a non-
disclosure agreement. The Board will report further when the 
non-disclosure obligations cease to apply – hopefully within 
the next few months.

Regarding potential construction start dates, 8 Elm still hopes 
to receive their building permit in time to start construction 
sometime in the fall. Given the extent and complexity of the 
Chelsea project, the start date for the construction of that 
project is not imminent and is unlikely to begin until quite 
some time after the start of construction at 8 Elm. 

The Board continues to monitor closely the progress of 
both development projects and we will inform the LAMPS 
Committees and the membership when we have more precise 
information about the construction schedule.

Elizabeth Greville, Vice-President

All About Money:
the Good, and the Ugly

I follow that piece of good news with less encouraging news 
from our Financial Statements for the year ending March 

31. Thanks to the real estate settlement we are now cash rich, 
but we are revenue poor. The Club has an accumulated surplus 
of just over three million dollars, but we have a big problem 
with operating revenue. We were $74,000 in the red last year. 
Twenty-eight percent of our revenue came from government 
Covid programs, and this support is not continuing. Club 
food, beverage and rental catering revenue and expenses were 
decimated by Covid. The Club was able to open for only six 
months and very few rentals were possible. And once we re-
opened, attendance was low compared to pre-Covid; members 
continued to use Zoom, and that did not help revenue. Even 
with low attendance we need to have staff, but don’t break 
even. We know it will take time and effort to rebuild revenue 
from Club food and beverage and catering rentals revenue.

Another problem is the ongoing need to maintain our lovely 
old heritage building. The Property Committee has a good 
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plan for keeping the building in repair, but in recent years 
we have not had the means to do anything except respond 
to emergencies. When the settlement was received, the Board 
immediately added half a million dollars to the Capital 
Reserve, to provide room to deal with some immediate and 
necessary projects. We know there will be a continuing need 
for maintenance and some of it will be expensive. The money 
from the settlement can certainly help, but there will be many 
demands on that money, and we can’t dedicate it just to the 
building. We envisage a need to fundraise for the Capital 
Reserve.

But the biggest problem, by far, is membership. 
Membership fees should be our biggest revenue item, and with 
approximately $416,000 from about 400 members, that’s not 
enough to sustain the Club unless fees rise astronomically. For 
our financial health, we need to be thinking of a Club with 
600 members. It will take a monumental effort to rebuild 
membership, and this is the challenge for each of us.

Carol Anderson, Past Treasurer

Jack Gilbert took this amazing photograph from the window of his   
condominium.

Finances



The Club Archives is regularly working on traditional 
research requests on a wide range of topics, often related 

to past members and former events at our Club. 
Recently, the Archives received a request from Scott Gurian 

for information on the Club’s relationship with the Group 
of Seven. Gurian’s request was a bit unusual in that he was 
preparing a podcast and wanted to visit and record an interview 
with a “knowledgeable” member. I readily agreed to a tour and 
talk about the Club and we set Friday, June 10, as the date for 
his visit.

Scott Gurian is an American journalist and host and 
producer of Far from Home, “an immersive, first person, 
documentary style travel and culture podcast.” A Peabody 
Award-winning broadcaster, Gurian’s travels have taken him 
to Chernobyl, Iran, Turkmenistan, and Mongolia. Gurian has 
also done work in a number of American locations from New 
Jersey to Oklahoma. He is currently working on an episode 
of the podcast Destination Canada in which he explores the 
phenomenon of the Group of Seven, pointing out for cultural 
tourists key locations which mark the Group’s evolution from 
conception to Canadian art icons.

 After visiting Algonquin Park, the McMichael Art Gallery, 
and the Art Gallery of Ontario, Gurian was convinced that he 
must visit Arts & Letters Club of Toronto where it all began: 
this is where the Group all met, enjoyed the lively multi-
disciplinary arts environment, and developed their shared 
belief in a new Canadian art. 

It was here that the artists formed the idea for the Group, 
leading in 1920 to their first public exhibition, at the Art 
Gallery of Toronto (as it then was). 

In my view: no Arts & Letters Club, no Group of Seven.

Interview: 
On the Trail of the Group 

of Seven

Scott James and Scott Gurian, photo by Victor Russell



Michelle Walker invited Katerina Atanassova, Senior 
Curator of Canadian Art at the National Gallery of Canada, 
to speak to members on June 10 about her exhibition Canada 
and Impressionism: New Horizons. Featuring more than 100 
works by 36 artists, this exhibition offers new perspectives on 
the influence of Impressionism in Canadian art. A group of 
20 listened with rapt attention as she spoke for about an hour 
without notes. 

Katerina also very kindly took a group from our Club 
through the exhibition in Ottawa a week later. On Monday, 
November 28, she will present a lecture on the exhibition to 
the Club. Katerina has rejoined the Club, so happily we will be 
seeing her more often.

Canada and Impressionism

We walked through the Club for more than an hour, with 
Gurian keeping his microphone open, asking pointed questions 
while listening to the history of the Club, its membership and 
activities from its founding in 1908, and its significance to 
the Canadian cultural community. I emphasised the Club’s 
meaning and value to the members of the Group of Seven 
and to the ample evidence around the building of their active 
presence in the Club. Gurian suggested the interview would be 
a big part of the podcast available in September.

 Following the interview/tour, Gurian joined a well-
attended TGIF that also included the visit of Katerina 
Atanassova, Senior Curator, Canadian Art, National Gallery 
of Canada, responsible for the current exhibit on Canadian 
Impressionists. Gurian was seated at a lunch table that may 
well have been the one frequently occupied by members of 
the Group. Members at the table included myself, our newly 
minted President Don McLeod, Warren Clements, Victor 
Russell and Gord Fulton. 

For more on Gurian the journalist, see his website: 
scottgurian.com.

Scott James, Club Archivist

http://scottgurian.com. 


New Members

Charles Johnson is a mathematician and a consultant 
in the field of energy economics. He describes himself 

primarily as an arts lover rather than being directly involved 
himself, although in his youth he studied woodwinds and 
played dance music in clubs. Among his hobbies he lists skiing, 
hiking, camping and canoeing. His interests lie primarily with 
music presentations and the Literary Table. His application is 
sponsored by Claire Marie Fortin and Daphne Maurer.

Stephen Scherer is Chief of Research and holds the 
Northbridge Chair in Paediatric Research at the Hospital 

for Sick Children and U of T. He is also Director of the 
McLaughlin Centre and the Centre for Applied Genomics 
at SickKids. A member of the Royal Society of Canada, he 
has received many honours and multiple honorary degrees. 
He has a strong interest in Canadian art, both historic and 
contemporary, and is keen to work with the Club’s archives to 
learn more. 

Stephen is interested in the mix of art and culture in 
“science” and advocates bringing together thinkers from all 
creative disciplines to further explore the human experience. 
His application is sponsored by Elaine Stirling and Mimi 
Marrocco.

Karen Whaley has worked in arts administration and is 
returning to the artistic world after a few years away. 

While on hiatus, she served two terms on the Board of 
Heritage Toronto and immersed herself in committee work, 
particularly as Chair of the Juries Committee for the Toronto 
Heritage Awards and their Strategic Planning Committee. The 
pandemic also pushed her to rediscover her love of painting 
and drawing. She holds an MA in Art History from York, as 
well as a BA in the subject from U of T. 

Karen is excited about becoming involved with our life 
drawing sessions and exploring other opportunities and 
resources in visual art. Her sponsors are Richard Moorhouse 
and Elaine Stirling.

Alexandra Zanina is a banking manager and a visual artist, 
and holds a B.Sc. from Western in Applied Mathematical 

Methods and Philosophy. As a self-taught artist, she has recently 
exhibited for RAW Artists and for an “Art on a Tuesday” event 
in Scarborough, and has exhibitions pending in Montreal and 
Tampa, FL. She aspires to making a creative label to support 
all creative types while establishing her own artwork as an 
investible asset. Some of her work may be viewed online, at 
www.rozagris.com. Alexandra’s application is sponsored by 
Elaine Stirling and Alex Verpoort.

http://www.rozagris.com


Honorary Membership
On June 11, at the Society of Canadian Artists (SCA) Annual 

General Meeting at the Arts & Letters Club, Pat Fairhead 
was presented with an Honorary Membership as one of the 
founding members and a past president of the Society.

Members’ News

Artwork Auction
Artworks from the estate of the late Barbara Elizabeth 

Mercer will be up for auction through Cowley Abbott Fine 
Art from August 9 to 23. This curated selection will feature 
paintings and works on paper (pen and ink drawings). Works 
will be available for in-person viewing at Cowley Abbott Fine 
Art, located at 326 Dundas Street West, and bidding will take 
place online: https://cowleyabbott.ca/ 

Best Wishes for a Friend

On May 31 a group of friends gathered to celebrate 
Peter W. Moon’s 88th birthday. In the photo, Marjut 

Nousiainen is presenting Peter with his birthday cake which 
everyone enjoyed afterwards.

“Is that what I really look like at 88 minus one week? – Yikes!” 
Peter exclaimed. “Thanks, Marjut; it was fun, wasn’t it?”

Members and other friends present were: Ray Peringer, 
Peter Levitt, Margot Gibb-Clark, John King and Lesley 
Fairfield.

from Ray Peringer

Congratulations!
Peter Large has had one of his art works juried into this 

years OSA show, currently on exhibition at the Art Gallery of 
Northumberland, Cobourg.

https://cowleyabbott.ca/


with Tim Nau

Nau
&

Again

You’ll never guess what the words “abet”, “arctic” and 
“berserk” have in common. It’s bears.

In sixteenth-century London it was thought great fun to 
tether a bear to a pole, sic a pack of dogs on it and witness 
the ensuing mayhem. The second syllable of the word “abet” 
is a variant of “bait” and “bite” and refers to the way people 
cheered on the dogs attacking the bear. 

Watching bears being baited wasn’t just an entertainment 
for the lower classes. Apparently both Queen Elizabeth I and 
her successor, King James I and VI, were great abettors.

Most etymologists say that the origin of “bet” meaning 
“wager” is unknown, but some connect it to the gambling that 
accompanied bear-baiting.

It is because this “sport” (as well as bull-baiting and cock-
fighting) often occurred in specially dug pits that we refer to 
bitter adversaries as being “pitted” against each other.

The ancient Greeks thought 
a group of stars in the far 
northern sky looked like a bear 
so they called the constellation 
Arctos, which was their 
word for “bear.” That made 
everything on earth underneath 
it “arctic,” including the Arctic 
Ocean, the Arctic Circle and 

Canada’s Arctic Archipelago. 
Antarctica is so called simply because it is opposite (i.e., 

anti-) the Arctic (an “unbearable” name for the place, you 
might say). 

To go berserk is to rage crazily. The “ber” in this word is 
“bear” and the “serk” is “shirt.” 
The term goes back to the time 
when Vikings wore such shirts 
to make themselves look and 
feel more ferocious.

Bears were greatly feared 
in the old days and people 
thought if you said the word 

If You’ll Just Bear with Me 
for a Moment



for this animal out loud, one might appear and hurt you. As 
a consequence, many languages dropped their original word 
for bear and replaced it with a euphemism. For example, the 
Russian word for bear, medved, literally means “honey-eater”.

For the same reason a bear-word could serve as a means of 
defence. Some theorize that’s why “ber” is an element in the 
town names like “Berlin” and “Bern” and in personal names 
like “Bernard” and “Bernadette.” Bearing a bear-name was 
a good way of letting potential aggressors know that if they 
weren’t careful, you might go berserk!

The idiom “lick into shape” is 
a gentler reference to bears. At 
one time people believed bear 
cubs were born as amorphous 
lumps of fur and tissue and 
it was only their mothers’ 
licking that gave them their 
recognizably ursine shape.

HotShots Fave #1

Gord Fulton writes: “My old photo was selected as the #1 
choice on the subject of “OLD & NEW” This shot was taken a 
number of years ago. It was a full colour image that I converted 
to black and white in my software; then – in the same software 
– I painted in the rust colour of the old Flatiron building 
located at the corner of Wellington and Church.”



with Warren Clements

The challenge was to imagine the little-known last words of 
well-known individuals, real or fictitious. The winner is 

Sandy Leggatt.

Charles Dickens: “I’ll tell you who murdered Edwin Drood. It 
was ... aaaargh.” (Sandy Leggatt)
 
Napoleon Bonaparte: “I told them not to serve me Beef 
Wellington.” (Sandy Leggatt)

Horatio Nelson: “Of course it was always darling Emma, but I 
have to say I did fancy him.” (John Rammell)

William Shakespeare: “Drugs in the Woods would be a better 
title.” (Anna Leggatt)

Leopold Bloom: “That was quite a day!” (Bill Aide)
 
Julius Caesar: “Hi, Brutus. What’s the knife for?” (Michael 
Cole)
 
Bonnie and Clyde: “At last, an air-conditioned car.” (David 
Stones)

Thomas Edison: “Be sure to turn out the lights.” (Bill Aide)

Henry VIII: “Henry the Eighth, I am, I am.
Six wives I managed to scam.
I wish there had been more.
I’d hoped to reach my number eight
But now I fear it’s much too late.”
(Colin McNairn)

Humpty Dumpty: “I’m shattered.” (David Stones)

Lucy Maud Montgomery: “Why didn’t I call her Gertrude?” 
(Anna Leggatt)

Joan of Arc: “Mon Dieu! Qu’il fait chaud aujourd’hui.” (Sandy 
Leggatt) 

F. Scott Fitzgerald: “I think I see a green light.” (Bill Aide)

Old Yeller: “I told you the Alpo tasted funny.” (David Stones)



What’s On: Music
We’re off to the beach!

The Music Committee will 
not be presenting any 

concerts at the Club during 
July and August.

We invite you to join us 
again in the fall. Our first 
concert will be Wednesday 
September 14.

Thank you for your support. 
Have a safe and very happy 
summer!

Richard Nixon: “Is my office tape recorder on?” (Michael 
Cole)

Franz Schubert: “Must finish that symphony.” (Sandy Leggatt)

Challenge (36): This is a variation on the switch-a-letter 
contest. Change one letter – only one – in the title of any 
well-known book, movie, play, poem, opera or other work 
of art and define the result. E.g., Jurassic Lark: A prehistoric 
bird causes havoc. Patch 22: It’s really time to buy some new 
trousers. The Canterbury Tapes: After all, who had time to 
write them down?

The prize is a choice between The Full Mountie and Gulliver’s 
Day Trip, compilations of entries to The Globe and Mail’s 
erstwhile Challenge column.

Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please note 
the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the word 
“Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday, August 
14, at 8:00 pm.

http://wscclements@gmail.com


What’s On: Visual Arts
Online Galleries

Enjoy the current Online Gallery of Janet Hunter’s 
Contemporary Classical sculptures as well as recent past 

exhibitions. The online gallery for an exhibition stays up for 
three months. This gives exhibiting artists additional exposure 
and opportunity to sell their works through the Club, while 
keeping online galleries current. 

Current Exhibition
June 25–September 10

Members’ Summer Group Exhibition: Some Like It Hot, in the 
Great Hall.
• Take-down and pickup, Saturday, September 10, 8:30–
10:00 am.
• Photos and bios for jurors Temma Gentles and Melanie 
Chikofsky are on next page. 

The Ina Gilbert Visual Arts Award

The winning entry and four shortlisted entries will be 
displayed in the Club Lounge. In honour of Ina Gilbert’s 

contribution to the visual arts in Canada, her husband, Jack 
Gilbert, and the Arts & Letters Club Foundation have created 
this award to recognize the work of a Canadian visual artist 
working in a wide range of media. Each entrant has been 
nominated by a Club member. 



In the Studio
Tuesday Evening Life Drawing: NEW SUMMER HOURS. 
5–8:00 pm. To join, please contact Louise Vezina at louisevez@
rogers.com.

Friday Painters: The session will continue its regular hours, 
10–12:00 and 1:15–3:15 until August 12, when it will run 
mornings only, 10:00–1:00. To attend, please contact Sandy 
McClelland at sandymccsox@gmail.com.

Preparation for Hanging Works

All 2-D artwork must have two D-rings: one on the left and 
one on the right of the frame. The top of the ring should 

be about 1 to 1.5 inches below the top of the frame. Small 
works will tilt too much if the rings are placed lower than that. 

The wire is OPTIONAL. It’s a “nice to have” feature for 
buyers who can’t wait to hang the work at home. 

Please bring a copy of your bio with your work. It would be 
appreciated if you could drop off your work in person or – if 
this is not possible – find a buddy to do this for you. It makes 
the task of the Intake team so much easier.

If you have any enquiries about the intake process, please 
contact Karen Wyler at karenw@pathcom.com.

Calls for Entry
September 10–October 1

Members’ Fall Exhibition Harvest of Colours:
• Online entry deadline: NOON, Wednesday, September 7; 
up to four submissions per artist.
• Intake: Friday, September 9, 10:00–2:00 pm and Saturday, 
September 10, 8:30–10:15 am.
• Take-down and pick-up: Saturday, October 1, 8:30–10:00 
am. NO EARLIER. 
• Jurying: TBD.
• Open House: TBD.

Thank You to Members of the Art Committee

The Committee remained highly engaged in supporting the 
Club’s artists during another pandemic year. I would like 

to thank the members for their hard work. We were sorry to 
lose Edd Baptista from the committee a while ago, and are 
sad to now be losing Judy Ivkoff, Virginia Trieloff, Andrew 
Ross and Alex Verpoort. We thank them all for their many 
and valuable contributions. 

Staying on the committee are Chris Ader, Mark Huebner, 
Janet Hunter, Nancy Jacobi, Jason Kieffer and Sandy 
McClelland, along with relatively new members Karen Wyler, 
Matthew Chapman, Alex Bulzan and Louise Vezina. We 
thank them for their continuing contributions. 

We are also happy to welcome Kathy Blend to our team as 
the rep from Photogroup/Hotshots. 

Barb Luedecke, Art Committee Chair

What’s On: Visual Arts
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What’s On: Visual Arts

Mixed media artist/
educator Melanie Chikofsky 
has been the Director of the 
Al Green Sculpture Studio 
and School in Toronto since 
2000.

After graduating from 
Sheridan College School of 
Design, Melanie has worked 
in many mediums including 

textile, sculpture and collage, 
garnering many awards. In 2021 she was included in TOAF’s  
“60 Over Sixty” anniversary exhibition, and was juried into 
the “Sculpture 2021” exhibition at the John B. Aird Gallery. 
In 2020 Melanie was awarded the Established Female Fibre 
Artist award from the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum, in 
2019. She received an award for “Relic I,” and in 2008, was 
awarded “Best in Show Award” for “Threadbare,” both from 
juried Ontario Society of Artists exhibitions. 

Jurors for Some Like it Hot

Temma Gentles’s long 
career as a textile artist 

has included commissions 
for corporations; however, 
her passion is fuelled by 
stories … be they literary, 
religious, personal, place-
related, or complete 
whimsy. 

Temma studied literary 
symbolism in English and 
Russian, and received a 
B.Ed.from U of T, and 
later graduated from the 

Ontario College of Art. 
Her textile practice is now part of religious observance for 

numerous individuals and congregations throughout the world, 
and her works are also held in several museum collections. 

In a moment of inspired lunacy, she began the Torah Stitch 
by Stitch project, never imagining that it would create such 
broad and deep connections among over 1,500 people in 28 
countries. The project was first exhibited at the Textile Museum 
of Canada in 2019.

Pictured above with Temma is Textile Museum Board Chair, 
Lili Shain, who – also in a moment of inspired lunacy – threw 
in her lot with this remarkable venture. Lili is a former bank 
executive, singer and writer by avocation, and was primary 
sponsor of the project’s first exhibition at the Textile Museum 
of Canada. 

Temma Gentles (right) and Lili Shain

Melanie Chikofsky



June was a busy month with two new awards 
being presented. On June 6, the first architectural 

conservation award, honouring past Club and Foundation 
President, Richard Moorhouse, with our partner the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Foundation, was 
presented to Fiona Hamilton of Dalhousie University for her 
project “Obsolescence as Opportunity: The Repurposing 
of Industrial Buildings in Saint John, NB, and Glasgow, 
Scotland.” Our thanks go to Club member Tamara Anson-
Cartwright for serving on the jury for this award.

Then on June 10, the first ALCTF Charter Women’s 
Award – Musical Theatre Performance Program, offered to 
a second year female student for outstanding improvement 
in vocal music in Sheridan College’s Bachelor of Music 
Theatre Performance program was presented to Hadley 
Mustakas. The selection was made by the program faculty.

Like the architectural conservation award, the Charter 
Women’s award was part of a virtual presentation. This 
allowed Charter Women Zora Buchanan, Jean Edwards 
and Mary Jane Large, as well as past and current 
Foundation directors Bill Buchanan, Kimberly de Witte, 
Catherine Hurley, Judith Davidson-Palmer and Wendy 
Rowney to “zoom in.” The event included awards and 
musical and dance performances by the talented students.

As I reported to Club members at the Annual Meeting 
held on June 9: “Our Foundation is now in its ninth year 
with more than $65,000 given to emerging artists. We now 
have seven partners and awards ranging from playwriting 
and music to photography, visual arts, and architecture. 
Generous donors have supported the Foundation 
during these trying times and our success depends upon 
contributions from Club members and friends.”

We look forward to announcing other award winners, 
getting together with you at future Foundation fundraising 
events and continuing to help emerging Canadian artists 
thrive.

Marianne Fedunkiw
President 

Two New Awards 
Presented for the First Time



A dozen books have been added since the last report. Half 
are thanks to Raymond Peringer, who has been scouting 

for the library and archives for decades and to whom I am ever 
grateful. 

Last month he gave: Robertson Davies, 
The Enthusiasms of Robertson Davies and 
The Salterton Trilogy (Penguin Omnibus); 
Thomas B. Costain, High Towers, The Three 
Edwards and The Moneyman (Costain was 
a member from 1916–28; his best-selling 
novels and histories began in the 1940s); 
and Chris Raible, Muddy York Mud: Scandal 
and Scurrility in Upper Canada (foreword by 
Scott James).  

Other books were donated by their 
authors. David J. Murray gave The Creation 
of Scientific Psychology, written with Stephen 
W. Link, published by Routledge as part of 
its series on scientific psychology. This is a 
remarkable work of scholarship. For the lay 
reader David recommends the prologue, 
“Physical Science Before 1800,” which is 
very accessible.

Tim Morawetz donated Art Deco 
Architecture Across Canada: Stories of 
the Country’s Buildings Between the Two 
World Wars, a companion to his Art Deco 
Architecture in Toronto: A Guide to the City’s 
Buildings from the Roaring Twenties and the 
Depression. This is a beautiful 320-page 
hardcover, rich with photographs, with 
profiles and histories of 150 buildings, some 
designed by Club members (such as Ernest 

Rolph and Henry Sproatt, who redesigned our Great Hall). 
Copies are also for sale for $39.95 in the office; contact Tim to 
have yours inscribed.

Marvyne Jenoff’s slim volume Anniversary Portrait 1959, a 
short story, can be found in the fiction section. Marvyne’s other 
works are there or in the poetry section.

Finally, we have also acquired: Dwellers of the Marsh Realm, 



When Marjorie Hunter Hoffman’s wonderful painting of 8 
Men over 80 was hanging in the Great Hall during her show, it 
elicited – as was only to be expected – many positive comments. 
However, some people did not know all the members who were 
portrayed, so here is a list: Keron Platt, John Inglis, John 
Rammell, Peter Alberti, Gordon Fulton, the Unknown Man, 
Tony Batten, Julian Mulock, Douglas Purdon, Bill Buchanan 
and Keron Platt again. 

To be noted: both Julian Mulock and Keron Platt have not 
reached that distinguished age yet.

Bright Eyes
Boys, bright-eyed and young
The Earth bounces ideas off-of the atmosphere,
Now to the future, now to the past.
A spinning globe etches lines upon youthful cheeks.
Bulging, and contracting
 As leaves Crisp-white,  silver-maned moonrise. 
Men, bright eyed and older;
 Reflecting a thousand sunrises, diurnal dreamers.
Every mile a dusty feeling.

Come Lads,
Not a word more over eighty.
Bright eyes shining forward.
 And new tales to be told.

Daryl Janssen

children’s stories by Archie McKishnie 
(whom Augustus Bridle prevented from 
becoming a member, never forgiving 
him for running the Arts and Letters 
School at 1 Adelaide Street East when 
were at 57) with illustrations by Franz 
Johnston; The Welsman Memoranda: 
Including Reviews of the Toronto Symphony 
Concerts from 1906 to 1918, a collection 

of reviews of Frank Welsman’s conducting work by Bridle and 
Hector Charlesworth; and Neville Thompson’s Canada and 
the End of the Imperial Dream: Beverley Baxter’s Reports from 
London Through War and Peace, 1936–1960 (which includes 
an anecdote from M.O. Hammond’s diaries, supplied by 
Margaret McBurney, about the 1920 dinner Baxter gave for 
Lord Beaverbrook at the Club).

The catalogue on the Club website has been updated with 
these new additions and the Library awaits your visit.

William Denton, Librarian

8 Men Over 80









Wednesday, July 6: Dinner–6:00 pm, Film–7:00 pm 

The Lady Vanishes (1938)

This is early Hitchcock at his 
best – a film that critics and 
audiences loved. Hitchcock, 
buoyed by the success of this 
movie, moved to Hollywood. 
The film stars Margaret 
Lockwood and Michael 
Redgrave. After an elderly 

woman disappears on a European train bringing travellers 
back to Britain, two passengers (Lockwood and Redgrave) 
go looking for her. Complications ensue in this clever and 
charming mystery thriller.

Wednesday, July 13: Dinner–6:00 pm, Film–7:00 pm

The Paradine Case (1947)

One of the themes that fascinated 
Hitchock was obsession, central to his 
1947 film The Paradine Case. Attorney 
Anthony Keane (Gregory Peck) agrees to 
represent the enigmatic Mrs. Paradine, 
who has been charged with her husband’s 
murder. From the outset he falls under 
her seductive beauty and allows his 
heart to overrule his head, leading to 

consequences that he is unable to understand.

Wednesday, July 20: Dinner–6:00 pm, Film–7:00 pm

North by Northwest (1959)

A classic Hitchcock film from 1959 
starring Cary Grant, Eva Marie Saint, 
and James Mason. It is a spy thriller, 
with big doses of black humour. It 
was written by Ernest Lehman, whose 
goal was to write “the Hitchcock 
picture to end all Hitchcock pictures” 
(quote from Wikipedia). 

Lehman was nominated for best 
Original Screenplay at the Academy awards but lost to 
Pillow Talk.

North by Northwest is on many lists of the greatest films 
ever made and in 1995 was selected for preservation as 
“culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant” by the 
U.S. Library of Congress. You will recognize some of the 
classic scenes.

Summer Film Nights – Hitchcock 



Film Committee
    

      Wednesday, July 20 at 4:00 pm

The newly-formed Film Committee is still looking for 
members! Please join us before the screening of North by 
Northwest on July 20 as we discuss our new direction for 
this committee and what films to screen going forward. 
Any and all members are welcome.

If you have a film you want to see screened at the Club, 
or love watching and talking about films, this committee is 
for you! Any genre is welcome. 

For more information, and to join, contact Film 
Committee Chair Josh Welsh at josh.welsh@hotmail.com 
for more information. 

What films would 
you like to see?

Wednesday, July 27: Dinner–6:00 pm, Film–7:00 pm

Torn Curtain (1966)

A 1966 Cold War thriller, Torn 
Curtain features American physicist 
Michael Armstrong (Paul Newman) 
who apparently defects to East Germany 
to share nuclear secrets shocking his 
fiancée (Julie Andrews). She follows 
him behind the Iron Curtain and 
discovers who he really is. Perhaps not 
as well known as some of his other films, 
Torn Curtain is an engaging, highly 

suspenseful exploration of the challenges and dangers of 
espionage.

Wednesday, Aug. 3: Dinner–6:00 pm, Film–7:00 pm

Hitchcock (2012)

Hitchcock is a 2012 American bio-
graphical romantic drama film directed 
by Sacha Gervasi and based on Stephen 
Rebello’s 1990 non-fiction book Alfred 
Hitchcock and the Making of Psycho. 
Hitchcock tells the story of the relationship 
between Alfred Hitchcock and his wife, 
Alma Reville, during the filming of Psycho 
in 1959.

Summer Film Nights – Hitchcock 

http://josh.welsh@hotmail.com


   Friday, July 8, at 8 pm (IP)

Ad Lib

Ad Lib will finish out the season with another evening 
of karaoke! As the June event was cancelled, we will 

try once again to sing our hearts out. Bring your favourite 
tunes or even an original one to the Studio!

Stage
Are you hanging around town in July? 

Join Stage for TWO Events: July 5 AND 25!

•  A Play Reading, no charge, July 5, begins 7:00 
pm. New member Charles Campbell takes us inside a 
newsroom and a bar with his play Sensational. Campbell is 
a retired libel lawyer and formal journalist who finds much 
humour in the chaos. Come and enjoy a few laughs with 
us! Volunteer to read or come and listen. All are welcome – 
members and guests – to join the post-reading discussion.

•  A very short play presentation of Does the Truth 
Matter? Written by Betty Trott, the play asks: Should truth 
be ignored to promote image and marketing? Join a faculty 
meeting to learn more. When? July 25.

Watch for details regarding time and minimal cost, 
coming soon. There will be lots of time for outrageous 
reactions, and truth seeking after the play.

Ad Lib’s fearless leader, Damon, showing off in a duet with one of 
his friends.

Ad Lib’s Got Karaoke!



ARTWORK CREDITS

Page 1 LAMPSletter masthead by Ray Cattell
 Top photo of Don McLeod by unknown
 Bottom photo of Don McLeod by Chester Gryski
Page 2 Front of Club sketch by John Morrow
Page 3 Photo of rainbow by Jack Gilbert
Page 4 Photo of Scott James and Scott Gurian, by Victor Russell
 Photo of Michelle Walker and Katerina Atanassova, submitted by   
 Michelle Walker
Page 5 Photo of Peter W. Moon and Marjut Nousiainen, by Ray Peringer
Page 6 Tim Nau, submitted by self 
 Photo of Flatiron building by Gord Fulton
Page 7 Warren Clements, photo by Gord Fulton

 Cartoon by Warren Clements

Page 8 Visual Arts poster created by Alex Bulzan

Page 9 Photos of Jurors, submitted by VA Committee

Page 10 Book covers for Library, publicity

 Photo of 8 Men Over 80, by Marjorie Hunter Hoffman

Page 11 Photos of the AGM by Gord Fulton and Peter Alberti

Page 12 Photos of the Summer Solstice Party, photos by various

Page 13 Photos of f Old and New by HotShots

Page 14 Hitchcock movie posters, publicity

Page 15 Ad lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

 Photo of Samantha and Damon Lum submitted by Damon Lum

Apologies to any artists or photographers whose work/clipart 
was inadvertently not acknowledged

Writers’ Circle
   Check e-bulletin for dates

Members and guests with an interest in writing fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry and drama are always welcome at 

the Writers’ Circle.
The Writers’ Circle updates its pages periodically on the 

Club website. The selections are always interesting and 
varied. Do take the time to see what your fellow members 
have written. Featured currently:

Geode by Ellen Michelson
The Bird by Michael Cole
A Sometimes Husband by Carolyn Taylor-Watts
Piglet in Benaulim by Vipin Sehgal

For more information, contact Martin Jones at 
martin800@live.com

http://martin800@live.com

