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A New Award:
The Al Gilbert Photography
Award
The Foundation has a new award to add
to its current list of five award programs. The Al Gilbert
Photography Award of $500 each year will go to a Canadian
professional or amateur photographer who shows excellence
and creativity in environmental portraiture. The winning entry
will show excellence in control of natural or added lighting,
and creative placement of the subject within an existing
environment related to the subject’s work or art and craft. This
new award was sponsored by Jack Gilbert.
Al Gilbert (1922–2019) C.M., M.P.A., F.R.P.S, F.L.L.P,
M. Photo. Cr., was Jack’s older brother. Born in Toronto,
Al began learning photography from their father, Nathan
Gittelmacher, in his studio on Queen Street West. Al went
on to a career in photography, creating portraits of many key
figures in politics and the arts. He received the Photographer
of the Year Award from the Professional Photographers of
Canada on three occasions and in 1989 was made a Member
of the Order of Canada in recognition for being “a master
portrait photographer.”
Like The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto Foundation Ina
Gilbert Visual Arts Award, the Al Gilbert Award will be
presented for the first time in 2021.

Latest Award and Scholarship Winners
Autumn is award and scholarship season. The Foundation
is pleased to announce the latest recipients of awards
recognizing young playwrights and musicians.
• Audrey Krieger-Pottruff received The Robert Beardsley
Award for Young Playwrights for her play Tragedy:
A Comedy during a virtual awards gala hosted by the
Playwrights Guild of Canada on October 25;
• Tiffany Tsai is the most recent recipient of The Arts
and Letters Club Foundation Royal Conservatory of
Music Scholarship. A violinist from the studio of Barry
Shiffman and Paul Kantor, she has also had lessons
and master classes with Jonathan Crow, Timothy Ying,
and Almita Vamos. She won second and third place in
the Canadian Music Competition in 2015 and 2019
respectively. Tsai received the scholarship during the
Glenn Gould School Scholarship Reception @ Home
virtual event held on October 29.
Marianne Fedunkiw, President
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto Foundation

A recipe from the December 2000 LAMPSletter

President’s Column
Many wonderful things will be
missed at the Club this holiday
season. As far back as the sixties,
I remember talk about the Boar’s
Head Dinner, and tales of the
antics members got up to. It’s
probably fair to say that Gerry
Sevier remains one of the most beloved jesters of Boar’s Head
dinners past, though Rob Prince and Damon Lum are
giving him some competition. How the Boar’s Head Dinner,
or Christmas Dinner as it was called then, got started in
1910, I’m not quite sure, but according to Augustus Bridle’s
accounts, those early dinners at the Court House on Adelaide
Street were quite an affair, with all manner of entertainments
including, that first year, the participation of the boy choristers
from St. Alban’s.
It was architect Eden Smith who carried the Christmas
Pudding on that momentous evening in 1910, having also
supplied the brandy to set the pudding ablaze. The second
Boar’s Head Dinner, in 1911, featured the first Christmas
tree, a large spruce that was hauled up the back staircase at
the Court House. R.S.V. Pigott, dressed as Santa, handed
out gifts that he had diligently wrapped and placed under
the tree. Some of these went to eminent Toronto musicians
who, discovering they had received toy instruments, promptly
improvised a rendition of Pop Goes the Weasel. This must have
been the inspiration for the playing of Haydn’s Toy Symphony
some years later in 1927, and on at least one later occasion
when past Presidents presented it onstage in the Great Hall.
Thanks are due to Julian Mulock, Reg Wallace, Ashley
Williamson, Dolina MacMillan Birch, and Betty Trott
for ensuring that the tradition has carried on in recent years.
Thanks also to costumers Diana Hore and Margaret Spence,
the choristers, and all the participants who enter into the
spirit of things each year in the name of fun.
Christmas lunches at the Club were always a family affair –
sometimes so popular that they were offered two days running,
with different people providing entertainment on each day. I
clearly remember Jay Manning, father of Jane McWhinney,
leading the carol-singing with great aplomb. I also remember
the grand flourishes of Jack Yocum at the piano, continuing
the tradition begun by Sir Ernest MacMillan of wondrously
improvised modulations between verses of The First
Nowell. Many of us recall too the extemporizations of Ruth
Morawetz, who has been greatly missed since her passing in
2016. Sincere thanks to all who ever played a part in those
wonderful presentations of songs and readings.
Judy Raymer Ivkoff is carrying on another seasonal tradition,
the Big Classy. This year it will be online, and we will have 30
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vendors displaying books and CDs as well as small visual art
works. Please consider buying holiday gifts from your fellow
Club members. You will be supporting them and the Arts &
Letters, because 20 per cent of each sale goes to the Club
As I write, the N3XT Exhibition is being hung at 14 Elm
Street. Once again, I extend sincere appreciation to those who
donated money for the top prize and for the generous final
gifts that enabled us to achieve the goal of $15,000 in prize
money. The Arts and Letters Club Foundation has also given
a separate prize. Thanks to all who have been involved in
creating and organizing N3XT.
In November there were 17 online events planned by Club
members. The Board and I are most grateful to the LAMPS
Committees for remaining active during these difficult times.
Since moving into my family home in 2015, I haven’t been
able to bring myself to carry on our family tradition of
Christmas decorating. But I have decided that I will decorate
my home this year! Rituals are important, and even more
so during this time of COVID-19. Whatever occasion you
celebrate in late December when the days start getting longer
again, I hope you make the most of it and mark that tradition
well, even if few may share it. Please keep in touch with Club
friends. We could all do with a friendly call.
On behalf of the Board and myself I extend to you my very
best wishes for the holiday season.
Penelope Tibbles Cookson, President

Call for Volunteers
LAMPSletter EDITOR or CO-EDITORS
Key tasks are to gather materials, format the materials
using Adobe InDesign, and do an initial edit before
sending to Copy Editor. Basic knowledge of document
design, including fonts, formatting, accessibility, usability,
etc., is beneficial. Contact Sally Holton, lampsletter@
artsandlettersclub.ca for more information.

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR
The primary task is to keep the Club’s public Facebook
page current. Contact Fiona McKeown, manager@
artsandlettersclub.ca for more information.

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE CHAIR
Meet regularly with the chairs of the LAMPS Committees
and organizers of other groups to review the Club’s master
calendar of events and identify opportunities for new events
or activities. Contact Penelope Tibbles Cookson, penn@
rogers.com for more information.

Remembrances of Boar’s Head Dinners Past
2012

2016
1953

2019

1997

1970

2018

1978
1978

1950s

1950
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The Fireplace Lives On!

One long-outstanding item on the Property Committee’s
monthly agenda was the cleaning of the fireplace in the
Great Hall. Funding for its restoration was available through
the Great Hall Fund and a grant from the City of Toronto
Heritage Grant Program. One good thing arising from the
pandemic has been the opportunity to do the work when
the building was empty. We are pleased to say the project
has been completed by a skilled conservator, Donovan Pauly,
MSc, CAHP, APT (Architectural Materials Conservator).
Among the Property Committee’s concerns was that cleaning
the fireplace might remove the patina and leave the fireplace
looking brand new. Pauly was very careful in that respect.
Before starting the work he identified the problems he would
be addressing. These included the presence of soluble salts on
the surface (white deposits), some physical impact damage
and abrasion, some cracking in the fireplace stonework and
debonded mortar joints (due to normal settlement over 100
years or so), wax deposits (from candles), paint splotches,
heavy sooty deposits and general soiling.

For this work, Pauly used special techniques and appropriate
material. The cleaning was carried out by hand – picking,
scrubbing and steaming techniques primarily, along with
non-ionic surfactant, solvents and paint stripper as needed.
4 December 2020

Ezra Schabas (1924–2020)
Ezra Schabas, who died on
October 12 this year, was an
active member of our Club
and indeed its president from
1996–98. I am so pleased that
a special tribute afternoon was
held for for him and his wife,
Ann, at the Club a year or so
ago, and that he, Ann and other members of his family could
hear many of us praise his many accomplishments.
He certainly was a multi-talented man – a distinguished
clarinetist, administrator and author. He was the Principal of
Toronto’s Royal Conservatory of Music from 1978 to 1983
and headed the performance and opera department at the
Faculty of Music at U of T for some years. He helped form the
National Youth Orchestra. He trained a host of distinguished
musicians, such as Oscar Peterson and Glenn Gould. His book
about Sir Ernest MacMillan won him a Toronto Book Award
and his other books were well received. He was a member of
the Order of Ontario and the Order of Canada.
I can well remember his idea to get some A&L past
Presidents together, give each a different musical instrument
and have them perform at A&L events. I attended some of
the early rehearsals, but unfortunately for me, was out of
the country for the actual performances – and no doubt all
the better for the musical performances themselves. And
so, as I said at his A&L tribute event, “And thus Ezra it is
with admiration and affection that we all say, ‘thank you’ for
everything you’ve done for all of us.”
John McKellar
fireplace, continued ...

The repair of the stonework required some grouting in
behind the face of the stone and filling the joints using an
appropriate soft and flexible mortar.
Aside from the physical removal of candle wax and spots,
the hearthstones were not included in this cleaning, as these
stones are sealed with a wax or other topical treatment. Any
cleaning would require that these coatings be stripped and
fully removed with unpredictable results. The interior of the
firebox is quite sooty and would only benefit minimally from
a large amount of cleaning to minimize the soiling. Thus,
this was not attempted.
We have much more to do in the Great Hall. It is good
that we have had the chance to do this project and can look
forward to when we can use the Great Hall once more.
Thanks go to the City of Toronto and to the members who
contributed to the Great Hall Fund.
Ian McGillivray, Chair, Property Committee
The finished fireplace, photo Donovan Pauly
Work in process, photo Donovan Pauly

Group of Seven at the Club:
Archival Glimpses 6
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Group’s first
exhibition in May 1920, our Archivist has searched the records for
evidence of each member’s contribution to the life of the Club.
In early 1913 A.Y. (Alec) Jackson,
unhappy with his career prospects
in Montreal, was considering a
move to the United States. Instead
he was persuaded by J.E.H.
MacDonald to come to Toronto
to join the nascent group of young
artists, including Lawren Harris,
Arthur Lismer and Fred Varley,
beginning to work in a new style.
In November of that year he joined
the Club, one of seven out of 60
applicants accepted by an executive committee that included
M.O. Hammond, Harris and Dr. James McCallum.
Early references to Jackson at the Club are understandably
scarce. In late 1914 he returned to Montreal to enlist. After
being wounded at the Front and subsequently serving as
a war artist, he did not return to Toronto until 1919. He
immediately contributed an essay to LAMPS (1919) entitled
“The War Memorials: A Challenge,” an appraisal of Lord
Beaverbrook’s war artist program. In the same issue, Beverley
Baxter, reviewing participation by Club members in the
Great War, describes Jackson as an “artist scrapper,” who
claimed to have enlisted to avoid an art dealer to whom he
owed $3.50.
By 1922 Jackson had moved to Severn Street into the Studio
Building built by Harris and McCallum, and designed by
Eden Smith, where he remained until 1950.
In 1925 he participated in the Club’s dadaesque Artists
Jamboree. This event featured 100 works by Club artists, all
for sale, an elaborate dinner and burlesque performances. Six
Group members were represented.
Jackson provided two “Juvenillities
by Jakson [sic]”: “Moose
roominatin on eklips” ($20) and
“Art in Jasper Park” ($21). Lismer
contributed three “LeftOvers by
LizMer.” Of the 100 works in
the show only three are known
to survive – a Frank Johnston
and an L.A.C. Panton in private
hands, and a Stanley Turner in the
Club’s collection.
It seems Jackson was a regular at lunches and dinners.
Hammond refers to seeing him at the Club, noting in
September 1927, that he was “back from the Arctic.” That

was a trip he made aboard to Ellesmere Island aboard The
Beothic with Fred Banting, who came back with the narwhal
tooth now on display in the Club Library. Not as much of a
performer as other members of the Group, he nevertheless
enjoyed singing. Organist Horace Lapp recalled in 1970
that Jackson was “not a solo singer but liked to join in chorus
singing especially those old French-Canadian Folk songs.”
There would have been many an opportunity for that.
Jackson was certainly busy from 1939 to 1942 as Chair of
the Picture Committee, undertaking to survey members
for paintings to exhibit in the Club, complaining that the
photography group and Christmas entertainments were
interfering with his exhibition plans, and arranging shows
of David Milne and Carl Schaeffer, photographer John
Fleetwood Morrow and cartoons by [political cartoonist
David] Low. This led to him serving two terms on the
Executive Committee, 1940–41 and 1941–42.
Some notes from later years: AY attended the monthly
dinner in connection with the October 1961 show of Harry
Ross’s Jackson sketches. In 1970, when Robert McMichael
addressed the Club, AY was in attendance. In 1972 Chuck
Matthews showed slides of AY and his contemporaries along
with an exhibition of Jackson’s paintings. OCA students were
invited by the Club to visit the exhibition.
Jackson remained a member until his death in 1974. Few
members can match his record of 61 years’ participation in
the life of the Club.
Scott James, Club Archivist
Illustrations:
1. AY Jackson “one of the groping 7” c1935, caricature by
Jack McLaren
2. AY Jackson c1956, photo by Hugh Thompson,
McMichael Studios
3. Jackson and Lawren Harris at the Club, undated, photo
by Chuck Matthews
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Joan Dubros (1931–2020)
Club member Joan Dubros
was one of those quiet presences
within 14 Elm Street. You may
not recognize her name, or be able
to picture her without a photo to
jog your memory, but the Club is
quietly diminished by her recent
passing. A professional artist,
Joan joined the Club in 1999. In
her biography, she mentioned “a
range of interests, in literature,
architecture and music” – as well as the visual arts, but she
brought far more to the organization than that might suggest.
Joan served on the Board from 2003-05. She was soon
recruited by then Art Committee Chair Marjut Nousianen
and joined the Committee the following year and again for
our Centennial events. In between, she and Marjut organized
two Artists’ Brunches; she worked regularly as part of the
exhibitions-hanging team (along with her beloved husband,
“Duby” (Alan); hosted summer Plein Air painters’ gatherings,
a June Garden Party and two Art Discussion Groups. Before
it became the Big Classy, Joan coordinated the “6th Annual
December Show and Sale of Art, Books and CDs” in 2011.

Members’ News
Tony Batten, Zora Buchanan and Gerry Sevier each
donated an image of one of their paintings to The Printing
House (TPH) Annual Charitable Greeting Card Campaign.
TPH greeting cards can be ordered at
www.tph.ca/canadian-printing/charity-support/greetingcards or by phone at 416-504-5296.
Martha West Gayford has had two paintings accepted into
the Colour and Form Society’s 68th Annual Open Juried
Exhibition, online from October 1 to December 31, 2020.
The portrait titled Ingrid was given an award. The exhibition
can be seen at www.colourandformsociety.org
Martha also has a portrait in The Ontario Society of Artists
Open Juried Exhibition, online from November 1 to
December 31, 2020. This exhibition may be seen at
//ontariosocietyofartists.org/oje_2020/ The three works were
all painted on the “third floor”!
George Walker’s work and in particular his recently updated
book Leonard Cohen: A Woodcut Biography are discussed
in a November 7 article in the Montreal Gazette. See
montrealgazette.com/entertainment/local-arts/leonardcohens-life-is-carved-from-wood-in-unique-biography.

Her artwork was included in several Club shows, including
South of North, inspired by Richard Outram.
Beyond exhibiting in it, Joan was also one of the gallant
crew that made the Centennial International Art Show – in
collaboration with the Rochester Art Club, exhibiting in
both cities – feasible, and she repeated the transfer process
for the Varley Art Show. After that, health issues, affecting
first Duby and then her, slowed her down but she was still
a regular attendee at Music Club Nights, committee events
and Music Wednesdays whenever she could, including the
last Music Wednesday this past March before the COVID-19
shutdown, with the support and encouragement of her
neighbour and close friend, Homa Jull.
But while being content to do much of the important work
while remaining behind the scenes, it was Joan’s “presence”
that set her apart. As Rosemary Aubert put it, “I always
liked encountering her because she struck me as a perfect
lady – always pleasant, always well ‘turned out,’ always
politely attentive to what (one) was saying. I shall certainly
miss her and her casual but elegant presence.”
My fennel salad with wine and honey. An Israeli twirl hence the photo.
photo Jack Gilbert
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The A&L Challenge

The challenge was to compose a two-line rhyming verse on
any aspect of food: growing food, dieting, delivery services,
pigging out, shopping, etc. I was happy to receive a number
of great entries. In addition to her food-related entries,
Anya Orzechowska offered a more general thought on the
current malaise: “I need a hug; I need it now! / So sad that
Covid won’t allow.” The winner is Peter Russell.
My GP warned me about losing weight.
Three cheers for my doctor! I can now fill my plate.
(Peter Russell)
One ingredient missing – now what to do?
At the back of the fridge! But, of course, it’s turned blue.
(Carol Anderson)
A poor life this if, full of worry,
We can’t enjoy a spicy curry. (Wendy Boyd)
It seems quite possible, a doable task,
To suck this Guinness through my Covid mask.
(David Stones)
Charlottes and flans, mousses and pies
Steadily make their way to my thighs! (Robbie Innes)
Seniors empowered with hunger euphoria
Hastily head for their pizza emporia. (Bill Aide)
Chocolate and wine are fine for me.
Both cost much less than therapy. (Anya Orzechowska)
So many choices among the cheeses I see.
Only that crumbly one is feta accompli. (Michael Albano)
Having to eat at home’s not funny.
At least I’m saving lots of money. (John Rammell)
Eenie, meenie, miney, mo.
Sauerkraut, liverwurst, cookie dough. (Marvyne Jenoff)
The fridge is full of smelly cheese.
Where are the guests I want to please? (Mary-Jane Large)
The Donald’s diet really sucks, unless you crave lies laced
with lye,
So I sold my vote to the Democrats in exchange for some
blueberry pie. (Ed Hill)

The way to cook mutton
Is best forgutten. (Bill Aide)
Tonight my wife is serving ribs.
She’ll have us in her favourite bibs. (Peter Russell)
There’s too much time, with little to do
’Cept finding food for my next chew. (Anya Orzechowska)
If I don’t get them cashews,
I swear I’m goin’ to bash youse! (Bill Aide)
Is there anybody there, said the diner, knocking on the
restaurant door.
I ate all my take-out this morning and now I am back for
some more. (Wendy Boyd)
My favourite is peanut-butter-glazed turkey.
Tastes amazing, but certainly a little bit quirky.
(David Stones)
All paths lead one way when I roam.
The kitchen is my chosen home. (Anya Orzechowska)
The next challenge (19): Add one letter – just one – to the
name of a well-known individual, fictional or real, past or
present, and briefly explain what effect (if any) this might
have had on his or her lot in life. Spelling may be quirky.
E.g. Alexander Graham Belly’s first words on the telephone
were, “Come here, Watson, I want a pizza.” Emily Carrp was
a famous painter of fish. Aaron Cropland composed songs
about farms.
The prize is a choice between The Full Mountie and Gulliver’s
Day Trip, compilations of entries to the Globe and Mail ’s
erstwhile Challenge column.
Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please note
the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the word
“Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday,
December 6, at 8 p.m.
Warren Clements

Readers Wanted: Winter Reads 2021.

When I am at the grocery store,
Temptations shout: “Take me! and more!” (Robbie Innes)
Locked in my retirement home
Dreaming of jam on a warm scone. (Mary-Jane Large)
Halloween’s cancelled! No trick or treat.
Gummy worms, liquorice babies, all mine to eat!
(Carol Anderson)
As I get older I care less about taste.
Who knew roast beef could be reduced to paste?
(David Stones)

On Tuesday, January 5, the Literary Luncheon will feature
another “Reads” session – but with a difference from previous
ones. With an eye to the Christmas by then just past,
contributors will be asked to speak for up to five minutes on
“THE BEST BOOK I WAS GIVEN.”
Volunteers are asked to email Peter Douglas at pt.douglas@
iCloud.com by December 31, with the title of the book and the
name of the author. The first eight applicants will be chosen.
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Visual Art News
The BIG Classy
The BIG Classy Small Works Show and Sale continues online
until December 6.
Please go and have a look at the exhibition on the website.
Club members and the Club itself value your support.

Club Night: Monday, December 7, 7:00 p.m.
via Zoom : Alexander Reford
Alexander Reford will speak on
“Losing Leonardo”, and his family’s
connection with Leonardo’s
painting The Madonna of the
Yarnwinder and its subsequent
history.

Upcoming Exhibition
January 10–29, 2021: Barbara Mitchell, Arts & Letters
Club Curator, will curate and hang an exhibition from the
Club's art collection.
• Club Night: January 11, at 7:00 p.m.: Barbara will speak
via Zoom about the exhibition.

In the Studio
For the safety and well-being of artists and models, there will
be no painting or life drawing in the studio this month.

Lucie Simons Passes a Milestone
One of our artist members,
Lucie Simons, turned one
hundred years old a couple of
weeks ago! Congratulations,
Lucie! What a milestone.
Lucie joined the Club a year
after the the Charter Women
and has been an active supporter ever since.
Her beautiful serigraphs have adorned the Club walls many
times as she entered most, if not all, Club shows. Her most
recent solo show was in 2018. Lucie stopped pulling her
own prints only when her family suggested that living and
working alone in her house when she was in her late nineties
might not be too wise.
She was a dedicated supporter of Sunday painters for many
years until it was cancelled and also Friday Painters, which she
continued to attend every week until COVID-19 shut us down.
Lucie often worked in pastel. When she did, we waited for
the inevitable crash. Without fail all Lucie’s pastels would
fall to the floor at some point. There would be a pause in the
proceedings while members rushed to pick them up from
wherever they rolled off to. You always knew where Lucie had
been sitting. Just look for the pastel dust on the floor. Several
times a year her delightful younger sister, Pamela (sadly, no
longer with us), another talented artist, would fly in from New
York and Lucie would bring her to Friday Painters to join us.
Lucie was President of the Society of Canadian Artists for
a while. She loved to be asked to jury art shows all over
Toronto. She juried several of our Club shows.
One morning a week for many years Lucie volunteered at a
seniors’ home pushing wheelchairs. She was still volunteering
there when she was older than most of the residents. Apart
from her love of all things creative, she loved her garden. She
still misses it. Her garden included her special love: Japanese
Maple trees. She planted one a year for twenty-five years.
Lucie was born in London, UK, and, although she has lived
in Canada for quite a few years now, still sounds English. I
am proud to be able to call her my friend. We all at Friday
Painters look forward to seeing her again in her usual spot
in front of the model. As soon as the Club opens up she is
going to be right back there. She told me that last week!
Wendy Boyd
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

screen shot

HotShots Photography Group
There was an overwhelming submission of photos for the
October challenge FALL COLOURS,TEXTURES AND THINGS. The
first choice, a Canadiana shot of a canoe ready to be loaded from
Gord Fulton, and the second choice, a Fennel ready to fly by Jack
Gilbert, are elsewhere in this issue.
A total of 38 excellent images are to be seen on the Club website
in the near future.
Our first Zoom meeting was held on November 12, when we
were able to view and critique photographs just like old times. It
is always a learning experience getting feedback on one’s work.
And the plan is to do it again next month. It was refreshing to
see the faces of folks we hadn’t seen for a long time. Some of the
images discussed are shown here.
The November project will be a departure from our normal
– MEMORIES OF TRAVELS CLOSE TO THE HEART. You are
encouraged to go into your old digital files or even scan old prints
or slides for memories, seeing we aren’t going far these days.
Members of the Club not normally connected with the HotShots
are always welcome to participate.

screen shot

And some of the other photos discussed
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Chef’s Corner
Apple, Red Pepper and Cheddar Soup
Yield 6–8 servings
Ingredients:
5 cups chicken stock
2 cups apple juice
2 cloves garlic (chopped)
1 medium carrot (peeled, chopped)
2 stalks celery (chopped)
1 large white onion (peeled, chopped)
2 large red peppers (cleaned, chopped)
3 apples (unpeeled, seeded, chopped) (Chef ’s note: use any
type of apple, though I prefer Granny Smith)
1 tsp. ground cardamom
salt and pepper to taste
2 tbsp. butter (unsalted)
2 tbsp. all-purpose flour
3 cups 35% cream
2½ cups aged cheddar cheese (grated)
2 ounces brandy (flamed)
¼ cup parsley (chopped)
Method:
Bring the chicken stock and apple juice to boil in a large pot.
Add the garlic, carrot, celery, onion, red pepper and apples.
Simmer until the vegetables are tender, add the cardamom, and
blend in a food processor or blender to s smooth puree. Season
with salt and pepper. Return puree to the pot and set aside.
In a sauce pan, melt the butter over medium heat. Add the
flour and whisk in for three minutes. Add in the cream and
whisk until thickened. Remove from the heat and whisk in
the cheese and brandy until smooth.
Bring the vegetable puree to a boil, add in the cheese sauce,
and remove from the heat. If you choose to have a thinner
soup, add in some more apple juice to adjust the consistency.
Garnish with parsley. Additional garnishes could be apple
slices or croutons.
Kenneth J. Peace, Chef de Cuisine
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Club Night
1:00 p.m. via Zoom • Please reserve
Monday, December 7

ALEXANDER REFORD
“Losing Leonardo”

With the help of archival photographs, family records and the
sleuthing of art historians on both sides of the Atlantic, historian
Alexander Reford will present “Losing Leonardo,” a fascinating
footnote in the story of this unique artist and his handful
of masterpieces. Alexander Reford is the director of Jardins
de Métis / Reford Gardens in Grand-Métis, Quebec, and the
International Garden Festival. A published author with several
books to his credit, he lives in the Lower St. Lawrence region.

N3XT Exhibition & Gallery
November 16 – January 6
The exhibition can be viewed online at
www.artsandlettersprivate.ca/n3xt/
The following Members are included in the Exhibition:
Edd Baptista
Anthony J Batten
Heidi Burkhardt
Laurie De Camillis
Mel Delija
Maureen Eustace
Suparna Ghosh
Marina Hanacek
Diana Harding Tucker
Joan Holben
John Inglis

Lynda Lynn
James MacDougall
Julian Mulock
Marjut Karu Nousiainen
Anya Orzechowska
Judy Raymer Ivkoff
Andrew Sookrah
Felicity Somerset
Rati Vajpeyi
Sheila Waengler

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Literary Table
1:00 p.m. via Zoom • Please reserve for each Literary Table

Tuesday, December 15

Tuesday, December 1

ARTHUR HABERMAN

JANET SOMERVILLE

1930: Europe in the Shadow of the Beast

Yours, for probably always: Martha Gellhorn’s Letters of
Love & War, 1930–1949

Martha Gellhorn was a pioneering war correspondent
who covered just about every major historical event in her
time. From the 1930s, working for Harry Hopkins and FERA,
Gellhorn found her narrative voice writing about the most
disenfranchised – work that motivated her the rest of her
life and took her to the beaches of Normandy, to Dachau,
to the Nuremburg and Eichmann trials. Janet Somerville’s
new book, Yours, for probably always, shines a light on
Gellhorn – an intrepid, singular figure of her time – through
her correspondence with the influential people in her life
including Eleanor Roosevelt, Ernest Hemingway, Colette, H.G.
Wells, and Winston Churchill.
“Enthralling collection … rich … invigorating.” New York
Review of Books, October 8, 2020.
Tuesday, December 8

BEN AND RUPERT MCNALLY

Arthur Haberman will speak about his recent book, 1930:
Europe in the Shadow of the Beast. He sees 1930 as a
watershed year in the intellectual life of Europe, a time when
a secular Europe with Enlightenment values came to terms
with a darker view of human nature.
Arthur Haberman is a University Professor of History and
Humanities at York University, and author of several books
including The Making of the Modern Age and Impressionism
and Post-Impressionism: Private Lives/Public Worlds.

The Art of Conversation
The Art of Conversation is held every third Wednesday on
Zoom, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The topic is usually emailed
about a week ahead.
All interested, either with questions or in being on the mailing
list, should get in touch with Carol Vine at carolvine@bell.net.

25 In 25

THE

WRITERS’CIRCLE
The December 8 Literary Table will be a special Zoom
presentation by Ben and Rupert McNally. Based on an event
usually presented in the Ben McNally bookstore, Ben and
Rupert’s talk will provide a witty and expert tour of 25 of this
season’s best fiction and nonfiction books, all in 25 minutes!
Followed by a Q&A
This is a not-to-be-missed way of completing your seasonal
gift list.
A list of the books Ben and Rupert will discuss will be provided
to registrants on the morning of December 8.

Members and guests with an
interest in writing fiction, nonfiction, poetry and drama are
always welcome at the Writers’
Circle, which meets on the
third Tuesday of each month
at 6:00 p.m.
The next meeting is on
Tuesday, December 15,
via Zoom.
Contact Martin Jones: martin800@live.com
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Ad Lib

Friday, December 18, 2020

The Ad Lib Drop-In on Zoom!
Please join host Damon Lum as we go back to the origins of
Ad Lib. We will just open up an evening on Zoom and anyone can
join. Drop by and maybe even bring a beverage (BYOB!) and enjoy
great conversation with friends and like-minded people. If you
like, you can also bring a favourite instrument, song, poem, book
to read, etc. and share something with the group to take us in a
different direction. The essence of Ad Lib! Stay for 2 minutes or 2
hours, we will welcome you! Join us beginning at 8:00 p.m.
To receive the Zoom link or if you have other questions, please
email Damon Lum at damon_lum@hotmail.com
*All events are subject to change. Please check the weekly
e-bulletins for the latest.

Taken early in October at Killarney Provincial Park, where I had been
talking to a young couple unloading a truck full of gear. They were
about to fill the canoe and go camping for 5 nights. I would rather
have a root canal and a tax audit. I saw them off during a cold drizzle
feeling confident I had a shot of Canadiana. photo Gord Fulton

Remember, AD LIB IS YOU!
If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact our
Ad Lib chair, Damon Lum (damon_lum@hotmail.com).

Film Night
Wednesday, December 2
7:00 p.m. via Zoom

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:

Page 2:
Page 3:
Page 4:
Page 5:

The Hitch-Hiker (1953)
Directed by Ida Lupino
(1953, 1 hour, 11 minutes)
Host: Matt Chapman

Two friends on a fishing trip in Mexico
find themselves taken hostage by an
unassuming motorist, who turns out to
be a violent psychopath. Their lives at
stake, they come up with various means
to escape their captor’s clutches...
This film is culturally significant, being
the first American mainstream film noir
directed by a woman, Ida Lupino.
Members interested in watching The
Hitch-Hiker are invited to do so through
the link below. A link will be provided
for a group discussion over Zoom, at 7:00 p.m., on Wednesday,
December 2.
Please be advised: it is suggested to watch the film in advance,
with the expectation of joining in the discussion afterward in a
group reflection.
//www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIeFKTbg3Aw
12 December 2020
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Page 8:

Page 9:
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LAMPSletter masthead, Ray Cattell
Boar’s Head poster, Mary Tuck Corelli, LAMPSletter,
December 2002
Penelope Tibbles Cookson, photo by Gord Fulton
Boar’s Head photos from the Archives
The finished fireplace, and Work in process, photos Donovan Pauly
AY Jackson “one of the groping 7” c1935, caricature by Jack
McLaren
AY Jackson c1956, photo by Hugh Thompson, McMichael
Studios
Jackson and Lawren Harris at the Club, undated, photo by
Chuck Matthews
Fennel, photo Jack Gilbert
Alexander Reford, courtesy Alexander Reford
Boar’s Head Poster, Julian Mulock, LAMPSletter, December 2005
Lucie Simons, courtesy Abby Simons
photos courtesy HotShots members
Boar’s Head poster, Lois Hathaway, LAMPSletter, December 2004
The Madonna of the Yarnwinder, Leonardo da Vinci, image
courtesy Alexander Reford
N3XT logo, Edd Baptista
Yours, for probably always, courtesy Firefly Books
Ben McNally logo, courtesy Ben McNally
1930: Europe in the Shadow of the Beast, courtesy Wilfrid Laurier
University Press
William Faulkner, photo www.telegraph.co.uk AP/Getty
Ad lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
The Hitch-Hiker, Wikipedia
Canoe, photo Gord Fulton
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December 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

N3XT Exhibition
Film Night
The Hitch-Hiker
7 pm via Zoom

Lit Committee
Meeting 10:30 am
Literary Table
Janet Somerville
Yours, for Probably Always
1 pm via Zoom
Property Committee
4:30 pm

6

7

8

9

N3XT Exhibition
Challenge
entries due

Art Committee
Meeting via Zoom 4 pm

LAMPSLetter
deadline, all
material due

Club Night
Alexander Reford
“Losing Leonardo”
7 pm via Zoom

The Big Classy
Online Sales
Gallery closes

13

14

Literary Table
Ben and Rupert McNally
“25 In 25”
1 pm via Zoom

15

16

N3XT Exhibition
Literary Table
Arthur Haberman
1930: Europe in the
Shadow of the Beast
1 pm via Zoom

ZOOM Social Hour
hosted by Penelope
Tibbles Cookson
5–6 pm

The BIG Classy Pickup
11 am–3 pm
Art of Conversation
6 pm

Writers’ Circle
6 pm via Zoom

20

21

22

23

The BIG Classy
Pickup
11 am–3 pm

The BIG Classy
Pickup
11 am–3 pm

N3XT Awards
Presentation
2 pm via Zoom

AdLib
The Ad Lib DropIn on Zoom!
8 pm

24

Board Meeting
4–6 pm

27

28

29

30

25

26

CHRISTMAS DAY

BOXING DAY

31

JANUARY 1

Winter Reads 2021
Deadline for
submissions

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Events requiring reservations are shown in bold
January 2021 Issue Deadline:

Reservation / Cancellation / Payment Information

•

for ALL items including Members’ News: Sunday,
December 8
As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted
in order of receipt as long as space is available. If you wish
to include a notice or feature, please contact the editor
with as much advance notice as possible, so that space can
be reserved, and plan to submit it absolutely no later than
Sunday, December 6, or by arrangement with the editor.
Email submissions to lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca. If
you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in advance
of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be accepted.

You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify
which events you are booking and the number of places you require.

The LAMPSletter will be distributed on December 18;
it is also available each month on our website,
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of
the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that
have been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance.

Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by
the end of day the preceding Friday.
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The
Club prefers payment by Club card, cash, cheque, and debit, and accepts VISA and
MasterCard.

