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The Club is seeking a new Vice-
President, to take office as 

soon as possible, who will then take 
on the position of Club President 
in June, 2022. This is a chance for 
a member who would be interested 
in moving into that position to 
work closely with Penelope, get to 
know the ropes and understand 
the ins-and-outs of how the Club 

runs. This will position you to carve out your own ideas and 
priorities for the Club when you become President in June 
2022.

We are looking for someone who can join the team 
immediately. Our other Vice-President, Elizabeth Greville, 
carries the legal, real estate and property, and governance 
portfolios. She is a wonderful and wise resource to the 
President, and you will enjoy working with both of them in 
taking on a share of the executive duties. We have a strong and 
effective Executive Committee and you will add your voice as a 
key member of that group. You will, of course, be on the Board 

Club Vice-President – Call for Nominations
of Directors and will also work closely with Fiona on Club 
business. All of this will help ease your transition to President 
next June.

We are looking for a leader with team-building skills, a good 
communicator who can take a strategic perspective on issues 
facing the Club, and who has creative ideas about taking us 
forward into the next few years. You need a good understanding 
of the Club, gained through several years of active membership, 
with experience on the Board and/or Committees.

If you think you might be interested, please email your 
expression of interest by September 20. Please tell us something 
about yourself and your interest in the position. We are also 
happy to accept questions about the role and responsibilities of 
this Vice-President position.

Maybe this is not the job for you, but you have an excellent 
candidate in mind whom you would like to nominate. Please 
send an email with the name and why you think he/she would 
be a good President, by September 20.

Katharine Smith
katharine.b.smith@outlook.com  
Chair, Nominating Committee

After an absence of nearly a year and a half, the Music 
Committee is delighted to announce the return of live 

musical performances to our Great Hall!
Our first artist will be the outstanding virtuoso pianist 

Sheng Cai, who will open our season on Club Night Monday 
September 20. Sheng Cai began his studies at the Royal 
Conservatory of Music. Showing remarkable talent, by the 
age of fifteen, he made his debut with the TSO. Subsequently, 
Sheng Cai attended the Juilliard School’s pre-college division 
in New York and went on to receive his Bachelor of Music 
degree under full scholarship at the New England Conservatory 
in Boston. His teachers include Anton Kuerti and Russell 
Sherman. A champion of lesser-known repertoire, Sheng Cai 
will perform works by Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, Barber, 
and Morawetz. 

On Wednesday evening September 29, we will host violinist 
Katya Poplyansky, with pianist Todd Yaniw. A New Brunswick 
native, Katya Poplyansky has enjoyed brilliant and wide-ranging 

Live Concerts Return to the Club!

Katya 
Poplyansky

continued on page 2
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President’s Column

As I write it is still August 
and I am visiting a cottage 

near Gravenhurst. I awoke this 
morning expecting to see the 
familiar tranquil scene of a calm 
and glassy lake with distant 
shoreline perfectly delineated, 
perhaps with a little mist rising 
from the water. As I stumbled out 

of bed, I was gripped with panic. I saw only a wall of white 
beyond the window and could not get my bearings. It took me 
a moment to understand that the world outside was enveloped 
in fog. Sometimes things are not as we expect!

I was deeply moved by one moment during the Olympics 
– the moment when high-jumper Mutaz Barshim asked the 
official, “Can we have two golds?” Immediately came the 
answer:  “It’s possible, if you both decide….” There on the 
world stage, where the very nature of the events is about 
competition, about winning or losing, we witnessed a moment 
when one man opened his heart to a different possibility – 
the possibility of sharing. “Can we have two golds?” The two 
friends had proven themselves. Why must they continue to 
battle it out? We will never know what might have ensued had 
they continued. What we saw was extraordinary elation and 
the emergence of a solution, which until that moment was 
unimagined. “History my friend!”  Sometimes things are not 
as we expect.

I wondered during that Olympic moment whether Covid 
had somehow made that decision possible – whether Covid 
had created a softening of the lines, opened other possibilities. 
We are not alone. Things do not always turn out the way we 
expect.  

Unfortunately, the reopening of food service at the Club 
had to be postponed. That was not what we wanted or 
expected. Very little in the last year has been what we wanted 
or expected. Together, the Executive Committee, the Board, 
the Management and all the various committees have moved 
forward, aiming to make the best possible decisions.

We now intend to hold the first TGIF lunch after Labour 
Day. We will be following government guidelines and public 
health protocols, the details of which have been in place for 
some time. Regarding the subject of vaccination, on Thursday 
August 5, 2021, the Board decided to require full vaccination 
or an up-to-date proof of a negative Covid test for all who enter 
the building, including members and guests, staff, tenants, 
rental clients, performers, presenters and others.

Now for some good news: Significant progress has been made 
with respect to the Neighbourhood Development concerning 
8 Elm. Consequently, we anticipate receiving the settlement 
funds due to the Club for the transfer of designated air rights 
in the near future!

Penelope Tibbles Cookson

Sheng Cai Todd Yaniw

Music (cont’d from first page)

mentorships, including studies with Shmuel Ashkenasi, Victor 
Danchenko, Ida Kavafian, Joseph Silverstein, Paul Kantor, 
Barry Shiffman, and David Takeno. She is a graduate of the 
Curtis Institute and subsequently received her Master’s degree 
from the Guildhall School in London. Katya Poplyansky was 
a Rebanks Family Fellow in 2019, and is currently pursuing a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts at the University of Toronto, under 
the tutelage of Jonathan Crow. 

Pianist Todd Yaniw is from Edmonton, where he made 
his debut with the Edmonton Symphony at age thirteen. A 
prizewinner in numerous piano competitions, including 
the Canadian Music Competition and the Eastman Piano 
Competition, Todd Yaniw has studied with Michael Massey 
James Parker, James Anagnoson, and Jon Kimura Parker. and 
has recently completed his Doctorate of Music, studying under 
Anton Nel at the Butler School of Music, University of Texas. 
Katya Poplyansky and Todd Yaniw will be performing works 
by Beethoven, Schnittke, Andreyev, and Messiaen.

These concerts will be produced in accordance with the 
Club’s strict reopening protocols.

Attendance will be limited! Please book early and help us 
welcome back music to our Club!

submitted by Denis Kulesha

The Arts & Letters Club

A meeting place 
in downtown Toronto 
for arts professionals 

and arts lovers

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Editor:  Anya Orzechowska
Copy editor: Jane McWhinney
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An interview and poetry reading by Marvyne Jenoff, 
hosted by Kathleen W. Smith, was recorded in July 

2021, as part of the Mensa Canada Creativity series. The 
interview sheds light on Marvyne’s life and her approach to 
poetry. The reading features poems from each of her books 
plus new, unpublished work. 

NEW chapbook:   So Far: A Writing LIfe, based on 
Marvyne’s talk, “Climbing the Rain: A Writing Life”, at the 
Arts & Letters Club on October 15. A survey of her work 
from the early publications in the 1960s through her books 
past and future, it touches on her publication experiences,  
process of writing and how her writing connects with her 
creativity in other areas.

A is for anxiety when you’re a child,
then it becomes angst,
now it’s anxiety again.
                                from the poem “A is For” 
                                (the last poem read in the video)

Marvyne’s website is: www.marvynejenoff.org
The interview can be accessed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxI1zLq2tJo&t=34s. 

with Warren Clements

Members’ News

The challenge was to alter the name of a well-known author 
and suggest how this change might have affected his or her 

work. The winner is Bill Aide.

T.S. Eatalot: His influential poem The Waistline extolled 
gluttony in advanced societies. (Bill Aide)

A. Haggard Rider: Twenty-five pizza deliveries a day on his bike 
left him little time to write. (Kathleen McMorrow)

Leo Tallstory: Napoleon never actually invaded Russia.
(Sandy Leggatt)

Ernest Hemingaway: Tailor, pants shortened while-u-wait.
(Anya Orzechowska)
 

Sheik-es-peare: A screenwriter for Rudolph Valentino.
(Anna Leggatt)

Gore Vidalia: Cookbook author famous for his recipes 
incorporating onions. (Michael Albano)

William Woodsworth: Wrote Pulp fiction. (John Goddard)

Eric Ambled: Critics complained about the slow pace of his 
thrillers. (Kathleen McMorrow)

W.B. Gates: Irish legends online. (Sandy Leggatt)

Margaret Atfood: Restaurant critic too recognizable to go 
incognito. (Anya Orzechowska)

Ernest Bowlingway: Author of the bestselling novel For Whom 
the Tell Bowls. (Michael Cole)

Edgar Lice Burroughs: Given his personal experience, he decided, 
as a curative measure, to introduce an African headman and 
itch-doctor, Kwelleda, into his Tarzan tales.
(Colin McNairn)

Martin Amiss: His virtuoso prose fiction utterly failed to interest 
his father. (Bill Aide)

Joyce Corral Oats: World’s most prolific writer of cowboy novels. 
(Kathleen McMorrow)

Anton Checkout: Got his start in retail. (Sandy Leggatt)
 

Graham Greener: His publishers have issued new editions of his 
books, with all references to fossil fuels removed.
(Kathleen McMorrow)

Eager Alien Poet: Wrote urgent verses with sing-song designs to 
attract UFOs. (Bill Aide)

Challenge (27): 

This challenge is for the birds. Alter the name of any type 
of bird, and briefly define the resulting creature. Examples are 
drawn from an old Globe Challenge column: e.g. Baltimore 
Oreo: eats the middle of the food first (Linda Lumsden); 
Hamming Pigeon: will imitate William Shatner for food (G. 
Treflak).

The prize is a choice between The Full Mountie and Gulliver’s 
Day Trip, compilations of entries to the Globe and Mail’s 
erstwhile Challenge column.

Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please 
note the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the 
word “Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday, 
September 5, at 8:00 pm.

http://www.marvynejenoff.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxI1zLq2tJo&t=34s.
http://wscclements@gmail.com
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A Glamorous Calling

Many Club members have associations with universities, 
so, as we head into a new academic year, I thought it 

might be interesting to look into the origins of some words 
associated with higher education.
Let’s start with the word “university” itself. Universitas 

in medieval Latin meant a collectivity, and in particular a 
collectivity of people engaged in the same trade. “Guild” is a 
possible translation and, just as there were guilds of carpenters 
and wool merchants, there were guilds of teachers and students. 
These were the first universities in our sense.

If you reached a certain “degree” 
of proficiency in a trade you 
were recognized by the guild as a 
“bachelor” and if later you wished 
to practise the art of the guild 
yourself, you had first to present an 
acceptable masterpiece. The terms 

“bachelor of arts” and “master of arts” reflect these steps or 
“grades” in the guild system and if you moved from one level 
to another, you were said to “graduate.” A “professor” was 
someone who professed to be an expert in some field and was 
recognized as such by the guild.

The main teaching method of the early universities was the 
sort of lecture in which the professor would read a passage 
from an important book, explain the difficult bits, and offer 
interpretations of its meaning. 

A rich student might take to class with him a page with the 
passage in question in the centre and room for notetaking in 
the margins. Because the highly abbreviated scrunched up 
writing in the centre looked as if it were woven (textus in 
Latin), the passage being explained came to be called a “text.” 

“College” comes from the same root as “collect” and in this 
context refers to a collection of people who lived and studied 
together.

An official in charge of a university (or a portion of one) 
might be called a “rector” (one who rules rightly), a “dean” (a 
person in charge of ten subordinates) or a “provost” (someone 
placed before others).

In the Middle Ages, sitting was an honour and no one in 
a room could sit down before the most important person 

with Tim Nau

Nau
&

Again

there did. Thus, the leader in some 
colleges was called the “president,” 
which means “first-sitter.” The prestige 
attached to sitting is also reflected in 
the academic use of the word “chair” 
to describe the head of a department. 

According to some, “glamour,” 
too, has a university connection. 
“Grammar” morphed into “glamour” 

because in the old days, being clever enough to master the 
Latin you needed for university life meant you must have 
quasi-magical powers. 

Who would have thought that professors and Hollywood 
starlets had so much in common?  

Members’ News

A book of poetry, the slow knot of 
time, by Martin Jones has been 

published.
The review by poet and critic LB 

Sedlacik says: “Lyrical poems greet 
you in this new collection. The lines 
are marked by attention to detail, 
peppered with moments of fragility, 
exaltation, dreams, Cadillacs, fate, 
etc. … and invoke place or travel. the 
slow knot of time will be a long-lasting 
poetry collection.”

The book is available on Amazon. 
Here is another poem by Martin that fits perfectly with 

the season:
Let Go of Summer

Let go the trill of mourning dove on waking,
the jaunt at dawn above the lake
and sun that splashes, darts among the trees.

Let go the lazy hiss of eggs and bacon on the grill,
the early dip that chills one’s soul to life,
the moments for reflection, let go of these.

Let go the slow, turning times on water, 
drifting with a current, dreaming with a friend, 
let go the cool diving lakes of afternoon,

the tennis courts, the summer partners who
live no longer than a season’s lease, then disappear,
let go of seaside souvenirs in sunny rooms.

Let go of evenings’ laughter on the dock, 
and brown-eyed girls who dance the night with you 
in lantern-lit pavilions under summer moons.

These almost-auburn days of August grow oddly brief, 
the evening’s chill sets early on the folding mist,
and though winter’s sleep may have yet to call,

it one day will, and not far off, so let summer gently 
slip like starlight into fall.
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as the jester at the Boar’s Head dinner! – Damon later 
concentrated more on working in the background and on the 
technical side of things for several productions as well as being 
the keeper of the Ad Lib program for the past five years. 

Without the Club, he would never have started working on 
these projects, which have led to many other opportunities. 
Damon finds the Arts & Letters Club is a great place to just 
work on projects and to meet like-minded members and artists 
and even to join forces for new projects. He has also served a 
term as a member of the Club’s Board of Directors. 

For Damon, the Club is another home away from home. 

People of the Club

Damon with Brie Larson, American actress and filmmaker, during TIFF 2017. 
The red carpet was at Ryerson Theatre and she decided to do selfies with her many 
fans. As she came down the line, Damon thought, “Why not?” and did this selfie 
with her.

Damon Lum: Expanding Horizons through Club Activities

What’s On:  Club Night
Monday, September 13, 7:00 pm 

Art and Architecture Club Night

Join us for the first Club 
Night after the summer 

break. We are delighted to 
welcome Charles Hazell, 
architect, principal and 
cofounder at Taylor Hazell 
Architects, to share his 
design and a preview of the 

nearly completed Clark Centre for the Arts, a community 
arts and cultural facility at the Guild Park which officially 
opens in January 2022. 

The City-owned multi-purpose facility is the expansion 
and transformation of Building 191, a former storage place 
and office built by Spencer and Rosa Clark, which will 
house studio spaces for artist-in-residence programs. 

Monday, September 27, 7:00 pm 

Tom Hendry Award Nominations Gala

In cooperation with the Arts & Letters  
Club Foundation, the Playwrights Guild 

of Canada will host the “Tom Hendry 
Award Nominee Gala.” The PGC advances 
the creative rights and interests of Canadian 

playwrights, promotes Canadian plays nationally and 
internationally, and fosters an active, evolving community of 
writers for the stage. Named after Tom Hendry, a founding 
member of PGC, each year it presents awards honouring 
Canadian playwrights. The awards are widely recognized in the 
theatre community, and we are delighted that the Foundation’s 
Robert Beardsley Award for Young Playwrights has been 
taken under this umbrella. This gala evening will announce the 
nominees in each category, while live-streamed on YouTube. A 
link to register will be sent to all attendees.

Damon Lum’s journey as a member of the Arts & Letters 
Club officially began on January 27, 2011, which also 

happened to be his birthday. After being a guest at several Ad 
Lib evenings and meeting such great members such as Betty 
Trott, John Rammell, Carole Miles, Rob Prince, and Stevie 
Jay, he decided to take the next step and join the Club himself. 
This was balanced by his regular job for the elevator client TK 
Elevator. When asked to characterize his work there, Damon 
laughed and said, “The job has its ups and downs.” 

Damon joined the Club to gain experience in acting through 
the Stage section. Over the past ten years, he did that and 
more, participating both on and off stage in several Spring 
Revues and Club Nights, and through his involvement as Ad 
Lib Coordinator. 

One example that led to other interesting directions for 
Damon was in the fall of 2012 when the Club hosted its Nuit 
Blanche evening entitled In Fear We Trust. Based on an idea 
created by another prominent member, Andrew Sookrah, it 
was a successful event, bringing together several members and 
friends to present an evening of performance art and video 
projections to the public. The next morning Damon was 
encouraged to submit two cellphone photographs (from a visit 
to Paris) to a Club exhibition, The Landscape Show. The images 
were so successful that he was asked to host an exhibition, 
Inspired by this early success, he and Rob Prince hosted Paris, 
je t’aime, an Ad Lib evening that included their photos, as well 
as other performances and presentations about Paris. 

While he performed on stage to start – he was even spotted 



Naomi

Membership Services Administrator is the 
official title, although there have been 

different versions. Under the shifting job title 
is me – Naomi (Priddle) Hunter. 

I started with the Club back in the year 2000, 
which makes me the longest continuing staff 
member at the Club. I was “head-hunted” from 
the administration of Tafelmusik by former 
Club President Margaret McBurney, having 
previously worked in arts administration with 
ACTRA, the Canadian Stage Company, and the Canadian 
Childrens’ Opera Chorus. 

Familiar Faces at the Club

My involvement in, and passion for 
acting, stage management and fight direction 
(theatrical swordplay, staged brawls, etc.) and 
a close personal connection with the Club 
through my late husband, David Priddle, 
and many Alumnae Theatre colleagues in the 
Club’s membership ensured a good fit! 

I have found a second home here and despite 
the challenges of Covid-19, I remain deeply 
attached to the Club, its history and the ever-
changing, colourful cast of Club characters on 
staff and among the membership. 

I am occasionally spotted in an English Morris dancer’s 
kit, but that’s a tale for another time…

Cornelia

Hello, my name is Cornelia Persich and 
I have been working for the Arts & 

Letters Club as Administrative Assistant 
for the last seven years. I am a graduate of 
Humber College’s Theatre Arts program (with 
honours) and have worked as a performer and 
stage manager, and also as background in film. 

I moved into theatre administration and 

Our Office Staff: Always Friendly and Helpful
worked for a non-profit organization called 
Theatre Ontario (association and charity 
providing resources, networking, training, 
advocacy for Ontario’s theatre sector). There 
I worked in several capacities, including 
organizing week-long residential summer 
theatre courses for adults and youth. 

I am married, the mother of two, and have 
a husband and daughter who continue to seek 
work in the film industry.

We regret to announce 
that Chris Gardiner has 

resigned after 17 years of service 
to the Club. As Houseman, 
Chris’s primary responsibilities 
were to ensure that the building 
was safe and sound, and to 
provide technical support for 
events. He did that and more, 
always with a focus of making 
the Club a destination place for 
members and guests.

We take this opportunity to 
thank Chris for his dedicated 
service, and to wish him all the 
very best for a healthy and bright 
future. Chris has chosen to spend 
more time with his family and 
advance his career in visual arts. 
Check out Chris’s website at:

www.chrisgardinerart.net

Farewell and Thank You to Chris Gardiner!

“So, Erikson, what’s the verdict? Cannabis or dollar store?”
September 2021 - page 6
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What’s On: Visual Arts
Current Exhibitions on the Club Website

The past six online exhibitions continue to be available for 
viewing on the Club website. 

Calls for Entry
September 13–October 30: Free-for-All and Plein Air 
exhibitions. These are two separate concurrent group 
exhibitions. Artists may enter both.

Free-for-All Exhibition
• Intake: Friday, September 10, 10:00 am–2:00 pm and
   Saturday, September 11, 8:30–10:00 am. 
Please watch upcoming e-bulletins for the location in the Club 
to bring the work to.
• Members may submit up to three pieces. Late entries will not 
be accepted.
• Take-down: Saturday, October 30, 9:00–11:00 a.m.
• Jurors: Barbara Mitchell, Bob Allsop and our guest juror 
Barbara Klunder. Barbara Klunder is a multimedia artist and 
designer. 

Plein Air Exhibition
• Intake: Friday, September 10, 10:00 am–2:00 pm and
   Saturday, September 11, 8:30–10:00 am 
Please watch upcoming e-bulletins
   for the location in the Club to bring your work to.
• Members may submit up to three pieces. Late entries will not 
be accepted.
• Take-down: Saturday, October 30, 9:00–11:00 a.m.
• Jurors: Jack Gilbert, George Walker and guest juror Brian 
Kelley. Brian is a seasoned painter, printmaker, and plein air 
artist. 
One work in the Plein Air Exhibition will be chosen by the 
jurors as the winner of the Deborah Gilbert Plein Air Award, 
an award generously donated by Jack in honour of his late 
daughter Deborah. 

• Joint Club Night with Architecture:  Monday, September 
13; Speaker: Charles Hazell, of Taylor Hazell Architects, on the 
new Clark Community Centre for the Arts 

This event will open with a brief presentation by Jack Gilbert 
of the Deborah Gilbert Award for Plein Air Painting.

In the Studio
While the Club embarks on reopening under prevailing 

Health and Safety Regulations, the studio programs remain 
uncertain. Watch for upcoming e-bulletins for updates.

Wednesday painters are expected to resume in September. 
Please contact Martha West Gayford at: 
mwestgayford@ca.inter.net for information.
Friday Painters and Evening Life Drawing are expected to 
resume in October. 
Please contact Sandy McClelland at:
 sandymccsox@gmail.com for information

Upcoming Exhibitions
October 30–November 26: Laurie De Camilis and Heidi 
Burkhardt
Club Night: November 15. Speaker: Heidi Burkhardt
November 27–January 7: The Big Classy and Small Works Show
Art Committee Chair: Barb Luedecke at:
 barbaraluedecke1@gmail.com

Compiled by Sandy McClelland

The Big Classy Small Works Show and Sale
We are planning to have both the opening of the Small Works 

Show and the Small Works Sale at the Club in the Great Hall on 
Sunday, November 28.

Small Art Works: Up to four works, image size 12” x 12” or 
less before framing may be submitted. 

Sale: there will be 21 sales spaces in the Great Hall for Books, 
Photography, Printmaking, Sculpture, Art and Music CDs. No 
crafts. 

Please look forward to the October LAMPSletter for all the 
information on how to submit your artwork and reserve a place 
for the sale on November 28. 

Submitted by Judy Raymer Ivkoff

Submissions and Preparation 
for Hanging Works

Small works must have wires and D-rings. Large works 
must have D-rings and wires are optional. Please bring a 
copy of your bio with your work. 

It would be appreciated if you could drop off your work 
in person, or, if this is not possible, find a buddy to do that 
for you. It makes the task of the intake team so much easier.

If you have any enquiries about the intake process, contact 
Alex Verpoort by email at alexthehague@gmail.com

http://mwestgayford@ca.inter.net
http://sandymccsox@gmail.com
http://barbaraluedecke1@gmail.com
http://alexthehague@gmail.com
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Barbara Klunder (outside 
juror)  is Toronto-born, and 

attended OCA for a year. An 
award-winning graphic artist in 
her early years, she created the 
legendary BamBoo Club, Jazz & 
Theatre posters, four fonts, book 
illustrations, and textile designs. 
After switching to Fine Arts, she 
had a number of shows, first with 
paper-cuts and then working in 
embroidered tapestries. According 

to art critic Robin Laurence, “Between great joy in creation 
and furious grief at the injustices of our age, BK has found 
ways for personal expression, a conceptual versatility to shape 
and combine any number of mediums to communicate her 
beliefs.” This fall she will have two shows of her work, at Paul 
Petro Gallery and the Ontario Craft Council.

A Club member for 32 years, 
and the curator of the Club’s 

permanent art collection, Barbara 
Mitchell started as an art collector, 
moving on to working for framers 
and artists, then as a gallerist for 
many years, and finally settling as 
an independent art appraiser. She 
has curated many shows at the 
Club and various public galleries, 
and feels the Club is her second 
home where all her interests 
intersect and provide a meeting 
place that brings her much joy. 

Brian Kelley (outside juror) has 
a BFA from the Pratt Institute 

in Brooklyn, NY. He created 
posters for the Lincoln Center in 
1969, and immigrated to Canada 
in 1970. He was Director of 
Etching at Open Studio Toronto 
1975–1980, studied woodcut 
printing in Japan 1980, and 
began landscape painting and 
printmaking exclusively from 
1980 to 2015. Plein air works 

in northern Ontario were always part of his late summer 
adventures. “Being engaged with composing the elements of the 
world around me in a two-dimensional way gives me a three-
dimensional sense of being that I would otherwise not have.”

Jurors for the Visual Arts Exhibitions
Free-for-All Exhibition

Robert Allsop is a retired 
Professor in Landscape 

Architecture, University of 
Toronto, and founding partner 
of DTAH, a multi-faceted design 
studio of architects, landscape 
architects and urban planners 
based in Toronto. He has over 50 
years of professional and academic 
experience and prestigious awards, 
undertaking urban design projects 
across Canada and abroad, 
including Canada’s National 

Capital, Fort York and the Toronto Waterfront. He has special 
expertise in visual analysis and urban “views protection” studies.

Jack Gilbert is a generous 
donor to the ALC Foundation, 

sponsoring several awards 
including this annual Plein 
Air award in memory of his 
daughter Deborah, who was an 
accomplished plein air painter 
in pastels. He also provides 
the Ina Gilbert Visual Arts 
Award in honour of his wife’s 
work. Following his family’s 
talents now that he has retired 
from life as a lawyer, he is an 
active member of the HotShots 
Photography Club and an avid 

photographer, especially engaged by digital possibilities. www.

George A. Walker RCA 
sketched and painted 

in Algonquin Park for seven 
summers, researching his 
wordless graphic narrative The 
Mysterious Death of Tom Thomson. 
Like Thomson, Walker is an 
experienced woodsman, a graphic 
designer, artist and city dweller. 
His artistic output is astonishing 
as he continues to make the 
original wood engravings for 
his wordless novels while acting 

as Associate Professor at OCADU and Creative Director at 
Firefly Books.

Plein Air Show

http://www.jackgilbertphotoart.com
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Among the early 
photographs in the Club 

Archives is a wonderful group 
of images made by Allan 
Sangster in 1937–38. Today, 
Sangster is best known as 
a classical music journalist, 
renowned for writing and 
narrating his long-running 
CBC program “The Music 
of….” from 1952 until his 
death in 1967. 

As well, Sangster was more 
personally involved in the 
classical music world through 
his marriage to Margaret 
Heap, a classically trained 
pianist who along with her 
brother Harry performed 

“two-piano” concerts in and around Toronto for many years. 
Margaret Heap Sangster would join the Hambourg 

Conservatory of Music in 1947 as an instructor. Following 
Allan’s death she would become remarried, to another 
broadcaster, CBC stalwart Lamont Tilden. The University 
of Calgary Archives has preserved an extensive collection of 
records relating to Sangster’s broadcasting career which includes 
scripts and notes of his erudite commentaries.

Little known is that Sangster, who was born in 1903, was 
educated as an engineer at the UofT and actually spent his 
early years working as a professional photographer for both 
Milne Studios and then Ashley and Crippen. Sangster’s images 
were regular features in Toronto daily newspapers and local 
magazines from the early 1930s. 

Sangster was well known to many members of the Club, 

but the fact that both 
Charles Ashley and James 
Crippen were members 
may account for his 
joining the Club in 1937. 
The LAMPS of Spring 
1938 records that “for the 
first time the Christmas 
Dinner has been recorded 
photographically: Allan 
Sangster and Charles 
Comfort obtaining some 
excellent shots … Sangster 
also gave the [Photography] 
Section a most instructive 
demonstration at the 
studio of Ashley and 
Crippen of how to arrange 
the lighting for a portrait.”

As for the images in our collection, it is not surprising that eight 
portraits feature musicians: Reg Stewart conducting (in 1937) and 
baritone J. Campbell McInnes, pianist Alberto Guerrero, Hart 
House String Quartet (Geza de Kresz, Milton Blackstone, Boris 
Hambourg and Harry Adaskin), organist Richard Tattersall 
and violinist Adolf Koldofsky (all in 1938). Koldofsky was a Club 
guest and the brother of art patron Eleanor Koldofsky, former 
wife of Sam Sniderman. 

It is believed that these portraits related directly to Sangster’s 
work with the Club’s Photography Section. The accompanying two 
examples of his work give a sense of his style and technical proficiency.

Thanks to Tim McGee, John Beckwith and Victor Russell 
for helping flesh out our scant knowledge of Sangster’s story. 

Scott James, 
Club Archivist

Self-portrait, Allan Sangster 1933, 
showing his skill with lighting/special 
effects

Adolf Koldofsky, by Allan Sangster 1938

Archives Note: Photographs of Club Musicians 

Save the Date!
Thursday, November 4, 2021

John and Susan Goddard will 
host a themed dinner featuring 
Australian cuisine, Down Under 
wines, a five-course dinner and 
informal table discussion around 
the Australian contribution to the 

LAMPS disciplines. 
Details, including menu and wine list, to follow in the 

October LAMPSletter. The Club will strictly adhere to the 
City and Provincial safety protocols in place at that time.

Reservations are open and are being accepted on a first-
come first-served basis. Seating is limited; please reserve 
early! 

The next session of the Art of Conversation is changing 
the usual schedule by meeting on Thursday, September 

9, at 6:00 pm.
For more information or the subject that will be under 
discussion, contact: Carol Vine at:

carolvine@bell.net 

Art of Conversation

mailto:carolvine%40bell.net?subject=
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What’s On: Literary Table

Tuesday, September 7 at 1:00 pm 

SUMMER READS

Goodbye, summer – welcome fall! The traditional first event 
in the Literary Table’s fall season is on again this year.

Club members will share their summer reading with short 
presentations on books they have enjoyed.

Tuesday, September 21, 1:00 pm
(postponed from July 13)

ANTONIO MICHAEL DOWNING
Saga Boy:

My Life of Blackness and Becoming 
Saga Boy is the touching memoir of a boy who was uprooted 

at the age of 11 from the rainforest of southern Trinidad 
when his grandmother died. He and his brother landed with 
a stern evangelical aunt in the tiny Northern Ontario town 
of Wabigoon, where they were the only two black children. 
It is the story of his search for identity through family myths, 
adopted personalities and music.

Tuesday, September 28, 1:00 pm

JOHN BOYKO
The Devil’s Trick: 

How Canada Fought the Vietnam War 

Many of us have memories of seeing television clips of that 
agonizing conflict known as the Vietnam War, but do we 
realize that Canada’s footprints were on that war as well? Join 
historian John Boyko as he enlightens us by introducing us 
to his latest book, The Devil’s Trick: How Canada Fought the 
Vietnam War.

Tuesday, September 14, 1:00 pm

WILLIAM DEVERELL
Stung

A discussion on William Deverell’s eighth installment in 
the Arthur Beauchamp series. Stung, is a political-legal thriller 
from three different perspectives, highlighting the ecological 
catastrophe of the dwindling honeybee population. This 
meeting will take place on Zoom; please don’t forget to reserve.

Antonio Michael Downing grew up in Trinidad, Northern 
Ontario, Scarborough, and Kitchener. His first novel Molasses, 
(2010), was well received. In 2017 he was named as one of 
the top Emerging Authors for Non-fiction by the RBC Taylor 
Prize. Besides writing, he composes and performs music under 
the pseudonym John Orpheus.

Please check online whether Zoom or in-person presentation before making a reservation
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Sophie Rammell 1928–2021

It is with great sadness 
that we notify our 

members of the death of 
Sophie Rammell who 
passed away on July 10. 

Sophie was a kind, 
wise, and warm-hearted 
supporter to all of us who 
were involved in stage 
events at the Club. 

A rehearsal would not 
have been a rehearsal 
without her there to cheer 
us on and to make comments about how things were going. 

It has been several years now that we have been missing 
Sophie due to illness, and the Club has just not been the same 
without her presence and generous spirit. 

The news of the passing of Sophie Rammell, beloved wife 
of current member John Rammell and mother of Karina 
Rammell, also a former Club member – and, like her father, 
a veteran of Club Stage productions and Spring Revues – was 
recently received. 

Any details regarding a memorial will be shared when they 
become available. We send our heartfelt condolences to John 
and Karina at this sad time.

In Memoriam

Lucie Simons 1920–2021

Just last December, the 
LAMPSletter was delighted 

to run a tribute to long-
time Club member Lucie 
Simons, written by fellow 
visual artist/painter Wendy 
Boyd in recognition of Lucie’s 
milestone birthday: Lucie 
celebrated turning 100 on the 
23rd of October, 2020! Sadly, 
on June 22, 2021, Lucie passed 
away, in her 101st year. 

Friday Studio Painting 
sessions will feel different when they resume, post-pandemic, 
without her warm smile and presence. Portions of the tribute, 
which Lucie loved, appear below and you can find the full text 
on page 8 of the December 8, 2020 edition of the LAMPSletter 
on the Club’s website.

Lucie joined the Club a year after the Charter Women and 
has been an active supporter ever since. Her beautiful serigraphs 
have adorned the Club walls many times as she entered most, 
if not all, Club shows. Her most recent solo show was in 2018. 
Lucie stopped pulling her own prints only when her family 
suggested that living and working alone in her home when 
she was in her late nineties might not be too wise. She was 
a dedicated supporter of Sunday [figure] painters for many 
years until it was cancelled and also Friday Painters, which 
she continued to attend every week until COVID-19 shut us 
down.

Lucie often worked in pastel. When she did, we waited 
for the inevitable crash. Without fail all Lucie’s pastels would 
fall to the floor at some point. There would be a pause in the 
proceedings while members rushed to pick them up from 
wherever they rolled off to. 

Lucie was President of the Society of Canadian Artists 
for a while. She loved to be asked to jury art shows all over 
Toronto. She juried several of our Club shows. One morning 
a week for many years Lucie volunteered at a seniors’ home 
pushing wheelchairs. She was still volunteering there when she 
was older than most of the residents. Apart from her love of 
all things creative, she loved her garden, which included her 
special love: Japanese Maple trees. She planted one a year for 
twenty-five years.

Wendy Boyd

Notre-Dame Basilica of Montreal, photo by Damon Lum
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Bradley Crawford (1936–2021)

We are sad to report the 
passing on July 30, 2021, 

of a great gentleman, scholar and 
poet, Bradley Crawford. Bradley 
joined the Arts & Letters Club 
in 2016, sponsored by David 
Phillips and John Lawson, and 
soon became a valued and well-
loved member of the Writers’ 
Circle. His thoughtful and lyrical 
poems were always a highlight of 
our meetings. We will definitely 
miss his poetry, though not 
nearly as much as we will miss 
Bradley and his wonderful sense 
of humour and kind heart.   

Of course, we knew Bradley was a lawyer, but had no idea 
how distinguished his career had been. His obituary on legacy.
com notes the following: Bradley will be remembered for 
his professional and published work on various topics of the 
Canadian law of restitution, insurance, banking and payment. 
The highlights included 25 years representing Canada at the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law; 
receipt of the National Law Book Award (Walter Owen Prize) 
for his authoritative treatise, The Law of Banking and Payments 
in Canada; receipt of the Jacob Ziegel Medal for significant 
lifetime contribution to the development of Canadian 
commercial law; 10 years with stellar colleagues at the Faculty 
of Law, University of Toronto; and nearly 50 years of practice 
in the collegial atmosphere of the offices of McCarthy Tetrault 
LLP in Toronto.

submitted by Martin Jones

On Delos by, and in memory of, our friend Bradley Crawford: 

ON DELOS
Something they show of what they were,
These plinths, these columns disinterred;
Some hint of purest beauty past
They give – and even though they did not last,
Although they fell when fortune turned,
Still, they remind of what was learned
By those who first conceived, then raised
These temples where old gods were praised. 
These paradigms of stone and air
Defined for all of time, the fair:
Proportion; beauty; grace and line,
And taught the meaning of sublime.

   Delos, April, 1993 

In Memoriam

Leonard Hanna (1948–2021)

Len Hanna, long-time friend, 
passed on April 23, 2021. 

An accomplished professional 
musician on trumpet, he 
specialized in the baroque trumpet 
which, unlike its contemporary 
counterpart, has no valves and 
is a particularly challenging 
instrument to play. He performed 
with the Tafelmusik Baroque 
Orchestra in its early years and then 
later, the New Chamber Orchestra 
(modern trumpet) and Te Deum 
Concerts (Dundas-Hamilton-
Toronto). He also helped establish 
the Olde Yorke Musik Shoppe, 

importing historical instruments, and was editor for Continuo 
Magazine, all while working for the Ontario Government at 
Queen’s Park.  

Known professionally and personally to members, Len joined 
the Arts & Letters Club in 2005, with his primary interest in 
the programs of the Music Committee. 

Over the years, ongoing serious health issues made it difficult 
for him to attend Club events, although the Boar’s Head Feast 
was always a significant priority.

Len was known for his altruistic nature as well as being a 
marvellous cook. He enjoyed hosting dinner parties with 
his partner, Deborah Guild, at his condo on the Esplanade, 
especially at Christmas time.

Always busy, he was an avid cyclist, had a vast CD collection, 
was always trying to improve his sound system, drove a stick 
shift, and enjoyed visiting Georgian Bay. 

We extend our sincere condolences to Deborah, and 
Leonard’s two brothers (Martin, also a musician, and Nicholas) 
as well as to Deborah’s daughter, Emily.



1-Carol Watson; 2-Anna Leggatt; 3-Alex Verpoort; 4-Ernie Kerr; 5-Mary Glendinning; 6-Sewell Russell; 
7-Betty Trott; 8-Judith Davidson-Palmer; 9-Sewell Russell; 10-Ernie Kerr; 11-Anna Leggatt; 12-Mary-Jane Large; 
13-Gord Fulton; 14-Ian McGillivary

1

2

5

8 9 10

11

7

6

3

4

12 13 14

HotShot Summer Photography

September 2021 - page13



ARTWORK CREDITS

Page 1 LAMPSletter masthead by Ray Cattell
 Katya Poplyansky, publicity photo
Page 2 Penelope Tibbles Cookson, submitted by self 
 Sheng Cai, publicity photo; Todd Yaniw by Jonathan Lo
 Front of Club sketch by John Morrow
Page 3 Warren Clements, photo by Gord Fulton
 Marvyne Jenoff, photo from interview
Page 4 Tim Nau, photo submitted by Tim Nau, along with images
 Ad lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
Page 5 Damon Lum, photos submitted by self
Page 6 Staff photos, submitted by staff
 Cartoon by Jason Kieffer
Page 8 Jurors, submitted by Nancy Jacobi
Page 9 Archive photos, photo submitted by Scott James
Page 11 Clark Centre for the Arts, Sandy McLelland
 Sophie Rammell, Lucie Simons, photos from obituaries
Page 12 Bradley Crawford, Leonard Hanna, photos from obituaries
Page 13 Photos submitted by HotShots
Page 14 Breathe, publicity photo

Apologies to any artists or photographers whose work/clipart 
was inadvertently not acknowledged

Writers’ Circle

Members and guests 
with an interest in 

writing fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry and drama are always 
welcome at the Writers’ 
Circle, which meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:00 pm. 

The next meeting will be 
on Tuesday, September 21 via Zoom. 

The Writers’ Circle updates its pages on the members’ 
private website every two months. Current offerings on the 
Club website include: 

ten by Ron Evans, 
Two Sonnets by Raymond Peringer, 
The Other Side of Paradise by Anya Orzechowska and 
Don’t I Know You from Somewhere? by Martin Jones
Contact: Martin Jones at martin800@live.com
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Breathe

On September 8, at 7:00 pm, we will discuss the 
poignant biopic Breathe, which dramatizes the life 

of an extraordinary couple, Robin (Andrew Garfield) and 
Diana (Claire Foy) Cavendish, and how the pair dealt 
with Robin’s sudden succumbing to polio in 1958 and his 
subsequent below-neck paralysis. 

By refusing to submit to the doctors’ will that Robin 
remain hospital-bound for the rest of his life, the 
Cavendishes demonstrate through courage and resilience 
that it was possible to live a fuller rich life, offering 
inspiration to other severely disabled people.

Watch on Netflix beforehand and come chat with us on 
Zoom.

Film Night

Ad Lib

Join us for an evening of song, original music, spoken 
word, and maybe even a little improv, poetry, and more. 
Latecomers are more than welcome! Of course, you are 
invited to play, to ask others to perform, or to just enjoy 
the evening. If you would like to perform, we will save you 
a spot in the lineup. You don’t have to be perfect - we are a 
forgiving and supportive group. 

For more information and/or to register, contact: 
Damon Lum at damon_lum@hotmail.com 
Please check the weekly e-bulletin for the latest 

information. 

Ad Lib’s Got Talent returns on Zoom 
Friday, September 24 at 8:00 pm! 

HotShots

Some of the HotShots photographers were busy over the 
summer with our new freedom to get out and about after 

then loosening of the lockdown. There being no specific 
project or challenge, the group was asked for a sampling of 
what they had been up to, which you will find on page 14. 

The project for our September LIVE meeting will be two 
images taken this summer of whatever you choose. Please 
submit them to Gord Fulton at fultongord@gmail.com by 
Sunday August 29 in preparation for our meeting at 6:30 
pm on Wednesday, September 8. 

New members are always welcome. Please reserve online 
or through the office if you plan to attend.

http://martin800@live.com
http://damon_lum@hotmail.com
http://fultongord@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Challenge 
entries due

LAMPSLetter 
Deadline

Literary Table
Summer Reads
Zoom at 1 pm

Property Committee
4:30 pm

HotShots
Photographers’ 

Choice
In person at 6:30 pm 

Film Night
Breathe

Zoom at 7 pm

Art of 
Conversation

In person at 6 pm

Intake for Exhibitions
10 am–2 pm

TGIF
12:15

Intake for 
Exhibitions
8:30-10 am

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Art Committee
4 pm

Club Night
Charles Hazell

Art & Architecture

Literary Committee 
meeting
10:30 am

Literary Table
William Deverell

Stung
Zoom at 1 pm

Wednesday 
Painters

Play Reading
In person at 6:30 pm

TGIF
12:15

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Club Night
Concert: Sheng Cai
Dinner at 6:30 pm

Concert at 7:30 pm

Literary Table
Antonio Michael 

Downing
Saga Boy

In person at 12:10 pm

Board Meeting
4 pm

Writers’ Circle
 Zoom at 6 pm

Wednesday 
Painters

TGIF
12:15

Ad Lib
Zoom at 8 pm

26 27 28 29 30

Club Night
Tom Hendry Awards

Nominations Gala
7 pm

Livestream on YouTube

Literary Table
John Boyko

The Devil’s Trick
In person at 12:10 pm

Wednesday 
Painters

Music
Concert: Katya 

Poplyansky 
and Todd Yaniw

Dinner at 6:30 pm
Concert at 7:30 pm

September Issue Deadline:
For ALL items: Sunday, September 5

As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted 
in order of receipt as long as space is available. If you wish 
to include a notice or feature, please contact the editor 
with as much advance notice as possible, so that space can 
be reserved, and plan to submit it by the deadline or by 
arrangement with the editor. 
Email submissions to:
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
If you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in advance 
of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be accepted. 
The LAMPSletter is available each month on our website, 
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Reservation / Cancellation / Payment Information
You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify 
which events you are booking and the number of places you require. 
Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most 
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by 
the end of day the preceding Friday. 
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of 
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The 
Club prefers payment by Club card, cash, cheque, and debit, and accepts VISA and 
MasterCard. 
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of 
the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that 
have been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance. 

Some events are marked ‘In person’ or ‘Zoom’ but are subject to change. 
Please check the Club website for more information and reservations.


