
Take a Tour of the Club’s New Website!

It’s rare for websites to have more than a dozen pages, but it’s 
no surprise that a Club with such a wide range of activities 

and services would have more than forty. In the coming months, 
we will take you on mini-tours of some of things that might 
interest you. This month, it’s “Arts & News” – the second tab 
on the menu bar, after “Home.”

Since we are unable at the moment to enjoy artwork on the 
walls of the Great Hall and the Lounge, the website has become 
the go-to place for shows organized by the Art Committee. 
We can leave these galleries up longer than we could if several 
shows were fighting for wall space, so we intend to do that! 

Also, COVID interrupted plans for a joint “Art and Poetry,” a 
project co-sponsored by the Literary and Art committees, for 
which poets submitted works to be interpreted in an exhibition 
by Club artists. 

The exhibition will take place at some time in the future, but 
the poetry is on the website for you to enjoy. And, of course, we 
will continue to feature a “HotShots” gallery of photos juried 
by the HotShots at their monthly meetings.

The “Arts & News” section of the website is also where you 
can find information and links to the Music Committee’s 
“Music from the Great Hall” series – concerts which are similar 
to those you might hear at a Music Wednesday lunch, but 
which can be revisited at your pleasure via the Club’s YouTube 
link. Two more concerts are being recorded in late February, 
and shortly after you receive this issue of the LAMPSletter, 
those links will be added to “Arts & News,” along with the 
concert program and information about the performers.

The Club has decided to share some of its art, music and 
letters with the general public, and will make them available 
on the public part of the website. Occasionally, for privacy 
or security reasons, you will be asked to sign-in with your 
password to find it. In such cases, we will usually give you a 
link to the login page in the Arts & News tab. 

Two entries to look out for this month are the new Writers’ 
Circle page, and “Love and Devotion” – our Curator’s gallery 
of works from the Club’s collection.

Please enjoy exploring our new website!
Carol Anderson

1908–2021

2k21: A Virtual Spring Revue!
What have you been up to during the pandemic? 
Have any stories that could be written into a short play? 

The Stage Committee is looking for scripts to be used in a virtual reading  
of this year’s Spring Revue! 

If you have any scripts that were found while cleaning your house during the pandemic  
or are willing to share your pandemic anecdotes, then please send them to:

josh.welsh@hotmail.com to be considered.
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When we closed the Arts & 
Letters Club on March 16, 

a year ago, we imagined that we 
would be back again in January, 
2021, at the latest! We are most 
grateful to our members for seeing 
us through these very trying times 
by maintaining memberships, 

purchasing debentures, offering your time and skills, being 
present at Zoom events, and giving donations. 

We are now anticipating that the availability of vaccinations 
and the hoped-for eradication of the virus will enable us to 
return by the fall of this year. Many of us have been experiencing 
a “winter of ... discontent” without the activities usually 
available to us, including visits to the Club. I am pleased that 
our Zoom events have been well attended and we hope that 
you will continue to enjoy the many offerings of our various 
LAMPS Committees, on Zoom or YouTube.

Along with the promise of spring, March brings a 
commitment to membership renewal and we urge you to 
continue with your memberships. Membership fees go toward 
the operating expenses of the Club. Membership contributions 
and donations will enable us to maintain the Club we appreciate 
so much – and our beautiful heritage building – for another  
130 years. 

While we have been in lockdown, the Property Committee 
under Ian McGillivray has been busy. The Club has retained 
the services of engineers who specialize in HVAC systems to 
conduct a study and provide recommendations in response to 
the current pandemic and to improve the air quality in general. 
The Committee has also identified priority projects from the 
Capital Plan. The top three priority projects are replacing the 
floor in the Great Hall, replacing several windows to comply 
with the Fire Code, and addressing the dampness in the coal 
room.

Since 2007 the Club has submitted four applications to Parks 
Canada for the National Cost-Sharing Program for Heritage 
Places, and the Club has been awarded grants for three of these 
applications. The first grant was to fund a Building Master 
Plan to determine the condition of the building and develop a 
comprehensive plan and guidelines for future building projects. 
The second was to conserve and repair the front façade, which 
was completed in 2017. Now we are looking forward to the 
replacement of the flat roof above the Third Floor Studio. Parks 
Canada has awarded a grant to cover 50 per cent of the cost of 
the roof replacement and this work will be done in the summer 
of 2021. 

We are grateful to Michael McClelland of ERA Architects 
for providing in-kind project management services for this 
project. Once the roof has been replaced, we shall have received 
the benefit of over $200,000 in conservation grants from Parks 
Canada.

President’s Column
One expense recently took us by surprise: a new stairlift 

had to be installed at a cost of almost $30,000! The original 
stairlift was introduced fifteen years ago, thanks to the Board 
under then-President Julian Mulock. We are fortunate that 
their choice of product was excellent because our first stairlift 
outlasted the expected lifetime of most. We learned, however, 
that it no longer met the Safety Code, and needed to be 
replaced. After investigation, we went with the same make, and 
the new stairlift is now awaiting your return to the Club. The 
first person to ride on it will get a free drink from the Bar!

I have been reflecting on what March has meant to me over 
the years: childhood memories of playing in mud and snow on 
brilliant sunny days, my mother’s birthday, St Patrick’s Day, 
and spring theatre and opera projects. I especially recall John 
Joy and my father, Les Tibbles, setting off at the crack of dawn 
to paint in Haliburton and returning with paintings of sunlit 
snow, blue water, trees and ice. 

At the Club, the Explorers Film Festival took place every year 
for nine years. Started by Elaine Wyatt in 2009, with help 
from Wilson West and Barbara Mitchell, it featured two days 
of films documenting the Art of Exploration. And there was 
always a fine dinner with a keynote speaker. (Several of our 
members belong to the Explorers Club of Canada.) 

The festival ceased with the sad and untimely passing of 
Elaine Wyatt. It had been a joint A&L and Explorers Club 
of Canada venture aimed at bringing artists and explorers 
together, and it was something exciting to anticipate each year. 

The month of March also meant copious rehearsals for the 
Spring Revue, especially in the days when the revue ran for a 
week and brought in significant revenue.

When we return to 14 Elm Street after this Covid-19 dictated 
hiatus, we shall need your thoughts, energy and ideas to usher 
in a new era at the Arts & Letters Club. 

It is your Club. Let us know your ideas.

Be safe and be well.

Penelope Tibbles Cookson

Please join us for Social Hour on March 15, at 7pm, to celebrate 
St Patrick’s Day and the Return of Spring. Bring your glass of  
green beer, if you wish!

The Arts & Letters Club

A meeting place 
in downtown Toronto 
for arts professionals 

and arts lovers

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

http://info@artsandlettersclub.ca
http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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Zooming with the HotShots

When asked about the 
meetings of the HotShots, 

Gord Fulton explained that, 
while some things were the same, 
others things had – of course – 
to be modified. Unchanged was 
the process by which members 
submit their digital images to 
him in advance, after which 
he distributes them to each 
member. However, the reactions 
to the Zoom meeting format are 
mixed. 

While this technology allows 
the group to be in touch and continue to develop (so to speak) 
their photography, whether by camera or smartphone, he says 
that there is somewhat less discussion than when the group 
could meet and “look each other in the eye.”

Gord always encourages participants to comment one way 
or the other, but some of them seem a bit reluctant to do so on 
screen. Despite this, he is looking forward to holding the voting 
for the photo contest online, something he has not yet tried. 
As usual, the top two photos are published in the LAMPSletter.

Although everyone in the group is happy to be able to 
connect in this way during the lockdown, Gord reflects the 
general feeling of its members in saying that he “would much 
rather it be live than on Zoom.”

He is open to suggestions and willing to share the duties. 
Submissions from all Club members are welcome.

Helping Out with Zoom Meetings

When Covid began, Charlie 
and I had just started to 

give talks on our book Pretty Ugly 
(or Why we like some songs, faces, 
foods, plays, pictures, poems, etc. 
and dislike others). We had given 
four talks around North America 
before all events everywhere were 
canceled. We soon realized that 
if we wanted to give more book 
talks, we would need to do so 
over Zoom. The potential risk 
for this technology to make us 

look and sound unpleasant would have to be resolved.
Charlie understands computers, cameras, lighting and 

sound, so he worked out how to improve our presentations. 
This required finding better webcams, and better microphones 
than those built into regular webcams and computers. It also 
required finding software that would control the audio and 
video, and working out the most appropriate settings, for 
different times of day, of our light switches, window shades, 
and video software.

These efforts proved worthwhile, because we have found 
ourselves talking about Pretty Ugly almost every month, 
including for organizations in New York and London.

While we were experimenting, I learned how to handle 
Zoom, so I volunteered to lend a hand with Zooming at the 
Club. This I have found to be more selfish than altruistic; it 
helps me fill my calendar with interesting events.

Zooming through Club Activities

When the Club first closed, says Carol Vine, she didn’t 
think the Art of Conversation would succeed on Zoom 

because she was so used to the meetings in person, around a 
table in the LAMPSroom. But after a couple of months, with 
no signs of easing in the pandemic, a member wrote to her, 
suggesting that the group “could probably all benefit from a 
get-together on Zoom.”

The member offered to set up the meeting and everyone 
was delighted to see one another. However, the intermittent 
power and irregular internet connection at the cottage posed a 
problem. It was only when Daphne Maurer took over that the 
group had a dependable and knowledgeable person to send out 

the invitation and regulate the meeting.
One problem is that not everyone is technically able to use 

this type of technology and some are not comfortable with the 
format; some group members have not participated since the 
first lockdown. But for those who can take part, Zoom works 
very well, Carol says, since “we can see each other’s faces and 
we can be called on, through raised hands, to speak in turn.”

At the beginning, with really only rudimentary knowledge 
of how to use the internet, Carol found it very stressful to deal 
with Zoom. But, she concludes, “we learn and I am now very 
happy with how smoothly the Art of Conversation on Zoom is 
working out.” 

A year ago, few of us knew what Zoom was, much less how it would affect our lives and Club participation. We hope that these two 
pages on how the computer application has brought our members together, as well as a few technical pointers, will be a help. 

In some groups, members could not fail to note that Daphne Maurer often sits at the helm and organizes the Zoom presentation and 
the participants. In others, the leader takes the guiding role.

Zooming in the Art of Conversation
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So You Want to Be Somewhere Exotic?

Have you noticed that some of your friends seem to be signed 
in to a Zoom meeting from a beach or a forest glade? It’s not 
that difficult; here are Zoom’s own instructions:

• If you are a client, sign into the Zoom account
• Click the settings gear on the right-hand side
• Click “Background & Filters”
• Click on an image to select the desired background or add 

you own image by clicking the “+” sign
• Click on “Add Image”

To disable the Virtual Background, choose the option “None” 
and it will revert to your genuine background.

New Editor at the Helm

As the new editor of the 
LAMPSletter, I wanted to reach 

out and briefly introduce myself 
to the members of the Club. This 
is a new and exciting role for me 
and I will do my best to uphold the 
traditionally high standards of the 
previous editors.

The support and understanding 
of the Arts & Letters Club members 
will be crucial, as I am relatively 

new to the Club (less than two years). Since much of the 
past year has limited our interaction, it will be my great 
pleasure to meet many of you in the near future. I hope 
that this will be possible soon.

My professional life has included writing and editing 
both a community paper and a business magazine. Since 
early retirement, I have been fortunate to discover the 
pleasure of engaging in oil painting. With this combined 
experience of working with words and images, I hope 
to continue the LAMPSletter in a way that will be both 
pleasing and informative for everyone.

To this end, I would like to request more participation, 
whether through articles (within space limitations) 
or photographs that are pertinent to the Club or our 
members. While those of a commercial focus will not be 
published, the activities and histories of active members 
are encouraged. Suggestions are welcome but – since 
the LAMPSletter does not have a staff of journalists – be 
prepared to do some of the writing, as well as supplying 
appropriate photographs.

To set things off, we are asking for photographs of 
our members, perhaps wearing the new A&L masks or 
others, perhaps in the fashionable category, that you may 
be “rocking.” Please include your name, to be part of this 
presentation. Or else tell us what you have been doing to 
keep yourself busy. 

I am also open to letters and suggestions at:
anyaorzechowska@gmail.com

Keep busy, keep healthy, keep happy!
Thank you,

Anya

P.S. I use just my first name, in situations which are 
not formal. Since I know my surname is not easy to 
pronounce, I am quite accustomed to different renditions.

However, for those who like to rise to the challenge, 
“Orzechowska” is pronounced  “o-zhe-hov’-ska”.

Zooming

From the Office Newsletter

Zoom Coaching Available

As is no doubt apparent from the Club events listed in our 
weekly e-bulletins, it is relatively simple to stay involved in 
Club life, Covid-19 style – if you happen to be comfortable 
using Zoom. However, if Zoom is a new or perhaps even a 
somewhat intimidating technology for you, then support and 
one-on-one coaching are just an appointment away! 

Contact either:
Cornelia Persich: admin@artsandlettersclub.ca or 
Naomi Hunter: membership@artsandlettersclub.ca;
or leave a voicemail message at (416) 597-0223, ext. 3
and one of them will be happy to get back to you. 

If you do not have a camera and/or a microphone on your 
computer, you can still participate on Zoom by connecting, 
voice only, through your telephone.

Zoom Tips

• Be prepared for either a casual chat or a business 
presentation, as required

• Meet with a purpose, set a clear goal so that others know 
what to expect

• Be an active participant. Use non-verbal reactions, since 
some meetings require participants to be muted

• Share your ideas but, instead of interrupting, raise your 
hand (virtually or in reality)

• If something of importance was discussed, a designated 
person can send a follow-up note

http://anyaorzechowska@gmail.com
http://admin@artsandlettersclub.ca
http://membership@artsandlettersclub.ca
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The challenge was to subtract one letter from the name of any 
well-known individual, living or dead, fictional or real, past or 
present, and explain what impact this change might have had. 
The winner is Kathleen McMorrow.

Mary, Queen of Cots: She thought the state did have a place in 
the bedrooms of the nation. (Kathleen McMorrow)

Joan of Ar: Girl warrior who talks like a pirate. (Sandy Leggatt)

Oscar Wide: Sumo wrestler. (David Stones)

Sigmund Feud: Age-long ego clash with Jung whippersnappers. 
(Bill Aide)

Minnie Muse: Steamboat Willie’s great inspiration for a 
performance, on boat whistles and cows’ teeth, of Turkey in 
the Straw. (Carol Anderson)

Itch Miller: The only band hired for allergy conferences. (Ernie 
Kerr) 

Bad Pitt: When the mining company started the dig in the 
wrong place. (Anya Orzechowska)

Nah: When he declined Od’s command to build an ark, Nah, 
Mrs. Nah and their sons Hem and Ha died in the flood along 
with everyone else. (William Denton)

John Cheeer:  Excessively upbeat American author. 
(Bill Aide)

Ick Tracy: Was only able to solve dumpster murders. 
(Ernie Kerr)

Ernest Heminway: Would have become a great writer, but 
yielded to his dream of operating a tailor shop. 
(David Stones)

Philip Rot: Author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning “Efficient 
Composting for the Twenty-First Century.” (Bill Aide)

Gertrude Sten: A gun is a gun is a gun. 
(Kathleen McMorrow)

William Bake:  Oven, oven, burning bright. (Sandy Leggatt)

Hug Jackman: What every woman dreams of doing to Hugh.
(Anya Orzechowska)

Eddie Hack: The NHL’s dirtiest player. (David Stones) 
Cecil DeMille and Susan Anthony: Canada Post’s Missing Letters 
agents. (Bill Aide)

with Warren Clements

Oliver Twit: He was silly to ask for more. (Sandy Leggatt)

Benjamin Bitten: Once locked-down-in-Venice-during-a-
cholera-outbreak, twice shy! (Carol Anderson)

Donald Rump: Aren’t we glad to see the back of him?
(Kathleen McMorrow)

Challenge (22): 

It’s that time of year when a gardener starts preparing. Alter 
the name of something grow-able and define its new identity. 

E.g., Poe-tato: Never mind the eyes, beware the telltale heart. 
Or: Crabbage: The vegetable that complains about everything. 

The prize is a choice between The Full Mountie and Gulliver’s 
Day Trip, compilations of entries to The Globe and Mail’s 
erstwhile Challenge column.

Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please note 
the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the word 
“Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday, March 
7, at 8 pm.

The Club is seeking nominations for members of the 
Board of Directors.

Several members of our Board will complete their terms 
of office in June. Our Club needs strong, enthusiastic, and 
committed Board members to oversee, and bring creative 
ideas to the management of Club affairs and finances. 
The Board meets monthly.

If you have a candidate in mind, or if you would 
like to consider serving as a Board member, our 
current President, Penelope Cookson (penn@rogers.
com), would be pleased to discuss the position and its 
responsibilities with you. Please email your nomination 
or expression of interest by March 31 to: Kitty Gibney 
(kittygibney@gmail.com), Chair, Nominating and Gover-
nance Committee.

You can view this year’s Board by logging into the Club’s 
private website, and going to the “For Members” tab.

Board of Directors Board of Directors 
Call for NominationsCall for Nominations

http://wscclements@gmail.com
mailto:penn%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:penn%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:kittygibney%40gmail.com?subject=


March 2021 - page 6

In Memoriam

Malcolm McGrath (1931–2021)

Life member Malcolm 
McGrath, who passed 

away on January 6th, 
had careers in business, 
(McGrath Engineering Ltd.), 
academia, (Assistant Dean, 
Faculty of Applied Science & 
Engineering at UofT) and, 
luckily for us, as a musician, 
choirmaster and composer.

As a child I came to the 
Club with my father, Mike 

Spence, and saw what even I could recognize at the time were 
amazing, witty and lively operettas. These were the product 
of a great Club collaboration between two very creative 
Club members: librettest Jim Parr and composer Malcolm 
McGrath. This long and artistically fruitful relationship is best 
described in Malcolm’s own words:

“We first met at the Club, and it did not take long for us 
to realize we had a lot in common – both engineers and both 
hooked on Gilbert & Sullivan! Our initial collaboration, Faust 
and Lucy, was produced at the Club in 1978. Its success led 
to seven more operettas, plus Christmas carols, a Christmas 
cantata, and a few Spring Show numbers. Each time we 
completed an operetta, I swore that I would never do another. 
However, Jim would throw a libretto at me just before I went 
on holiday and his story line plus his mastery of metre were just 
too hard to resist.”

A craftsman who let his work do most of the talking, 
Malcolm also contributed his own witty lines, saying in regard 
to his work with Jim Parr: “It’s not so much that Parr’s words 
are unsingable. They’re unspeakable!”

The years between 1978 and 1987 graced us with the bulk 
of their output. These were tent-pole events for the Club; 
thoroughly promoted, eagerly anticipated, well received and – 
not least – very profitable!

Years later when I became a member, I was lucky enough 
to work with Malcolm on his final operetta, Rivals, sing in 
the choir under his leadership, whether at the Boar’s Head or 
at AGMs, and take part in successive Spring Revues, where 
he generously volunteered his time and talents as a rehearsal 
pianist.

I always found him generous and patient with his time and 
talents. He was observant and inventive, as  well as always 
friendly and encouraging. Every time we sing his music at 
the Boar’s Head we will be reminded of Malcolm and of his 
wonderful creative legacy.

Martha Spence

For more information about Malcolm McGrath and his legacy, 
please see the UofT’s Bulletin Brief.

In Memoriam

Alan King (1947–2021)

We were deeply saddened to 
learn of the unexpected death 

of Alan King, on February 8, after 
heart surgery. As members know, 
Alan was an extremely talented 
individual: a fine painter whose 
works graced the walls in several 
Club shows, and a talented pianist 
who played for occasional events. He 
had studied classical piano and organ 
at university, but eventually returned 
to drawing, something he had done 

compulsively since he was a child.
He taught himself painting and drawing – studying “how-

to” books and practising every night. After a few years, he 
was freelancing for newspapers and magazines (Maclean’s, the 
Toronto Star and Entrepreneur, for instance) and for advertising 
agencies, eventually working as an art director or creative 
director. He made a name for himself as the editorial cartoonist 
for the Ottawa Citizen, a job he held for many years until the 
rejection of one perfectly innocuous cartoon led him to resign.

He went on to work in commercial illustration and website 
design, and sold his paintings and portraits privately and 
through galleries.

Alan made significant contributions to the Club in his seven 
years as a member. He was co-chair of the Art Committee, 
responsible for exhibitions and beautiful posters, and his live 
cartoon-sketching sessions enlivened the annual Small Works 
Show and Sale. 

Knowledgeable in so many areas, he was an entertaining 
speaker and a witty, engaging conversationalist; at the Friday 
lunches, his was the table to sit at. We will miss his warm and 
welcoming presence, as well as his willingness to contribute 
to Club life in any way he could. We offer our heartfelt 
condolences to his family, whom we know he treasured.

Members’ News

Juried Drawing
The Dying, a graphite and brush pen 
drawing by Janet Hendershot, has 
been juried into the John B. Aird 
Gallery, online slide exhibition, 
March and April. The drawing is 14" 
x 11" and can be seen after April at 
http//aridgallery.org/publications,   
the artbook that will remain on the 
Aird Gallery’s PUBLICATION page 
after April.
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Continuing Exhibitions
Members’ Winter Online Exhibition: Silver Linings and The 
Surprise Pop-Up Gallery continue on the website.

Upcoming Exhibition: 
Members’ Exhibition: Beginnings/Endings, starting March 7
• Intake: from now until Friday, March 5
• Members may submit up to two pieces
• Please send your entries to felicity.somerset@rogers.com 

and mark@huebner.com
• Jurors tbd

Club Nights

• Club Night: Monday, March 1, at 7:00 pm, Camilla Gryski 
speaks about The Art of Metal Textile: Stitching with Silver, 
Netting with Gold, Crocheting with Copper

• Club Night: Monday, March 29, at 7:00 pm, Deepali 
Dewan speaks about Other Worlds of Indian Painting. Deepali 
Dewan is the Dan Mishra Curator of South Asian Art and 
Culture at the Royal Ontario Museum. She focuses on the 
colonial, modern, and contemporary visual culture of South 
Asia and its diaspora. 

What’s On: Visual Arts

Upcoming Exhibitions 
April 11: Members’ Spring Exhibition
• Intake: March 8 to April 9
• Members may submit up to two pieces
• Please end your entries to felicity.somerset@rogers.com  

and mark@huebner.com
• Jurors tbd

In the Studio
For the safety and well-being of artists and models, there will 
be no painting or life drawing in the studio this month. 

Silver Linings Exhibition:  Jurors’ Profiles

Thank you to Maureen Eustace and Carol Westcott for their 
work in jurying the Silver Linings Exhibition.

Maureen tells us:  “After 
many years as somewhat 
a realist artist, I chose 
the path of abstraction. 
As in my journey in 
music it is a trip from 
classical to interpretative. 
I love past methods as 
tools for today’s work. 
Watercolour is my main 
thrust; however, I do use 
mixed media at times. 
My piece Interior Exterior 

         is an example of this.

Carol says: “Growing 
up in rural Ontario gave 
me an early appreciation 
for the land and its 
vagaries so, from a very 
young age, I was inspired 
by the landscape that 
I now present in my 
images. Working in 
acrylic or mixed media 
to create impressions of 
these environments, I 
work in multiple layers 
frequently creating 

slightly abstracted images. My piece Break Up, acrylic on 
canvas, is based on a setting from the natural environment in 
Ontario. 

The Grid of Days, The Bloom of Days

Detail from painting of Krishna Fluting; 
unknown artist, early 19th century

http://felicity.somerset@rogers.com
http://mark@huebner.com
http://felicity.somerset@rogers.com
http://mark@huebner.com
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Monday, March 8

THOMAS HOMER-DIXON
Commanding Hope: 

The Power We Have to Renew a World in Peril

Frightening pandemics, terrible inequality, racism and 
poverty, rising political authoritarianism, the inescapable 
climate crisis, and the resuscitated danger of nuclear war. We 
know the story; some choose not to see it. Each of these crises 
seems so much larger than any one of us can understand or 
handle. Yet, in 2021, they’re all going critical simultaneously. 
In this talk, Thomas Homer-Dixon will discuss why and how 
we got here and the powers we possess to renew our imperiled 
world.

This evening is co-sponsored by the Literary Table.

What’s On:   Club Nights
7:00 pm via Zoom • Please reserve

Monday, March 29

DEEPALI DEEWAN
Other Worlds of Indian painting

Deepali Dewan is the Dan Mishra Curator of South Asian 
Art and Culture at the Royal Ontario Museum. Her research 
focuses on the colonial, modern and contemporary visual 
culture of South Asia and its Diaspora, with a focus on 
photography, material culture and critical historiography.  She 
is also an Associate Professor in the Department of Art History 
at the University of Toronto.

Monday, March 1

CAMILLA GRYSKI
The Art of Metal Textile:

Stitching with silver, netting with gold,
crocheting with copper

In the last decade, Camilla has stitched, twined, netted, 
crocheted and woven her way through countless yards of 
precious and semi-precious metals. 

She will talk about this journey and her fascination with 
the art and craft of textile, with particular reference to Echoes, 
her ongoing series which reimagines and honours traditional 
women’s work.

Floral Form

The Autograph Tree, an old copper beech in Lady Gregory’s garden at 
Coole Park, bears the carved signatures of Ireland’s literary giants, 
including Lady Gregory, George Moore, Sean O’Casey, Bernard 
Shaw, J.M. Synge, and W.B. Yeats. Photo by Sheila Latham.

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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What’s On:   Literary Table

How Doing a Bunch of Low Paying, Demeaning, Stressful 
Jobs Made My Writing a Little Less Terrible 

1:00 pm via Zoom • Please reserve

Tuesday, March 9

ROGER E. SALHANY
A Rush to Judgment: The Unfair Trial of Louis Riel

The trial and conviction of Louis 
Riel for treason in the summer 
of 1885 and his execution on 
November 16, 1885, have been 
the subjects of historical comment 
and criticism for a century. A Rush 
to Judgment challenges the view 
held by some historians that Riel 
received a fair trial. 

Roger Salhany argues that 
the presiding judge allowed 
the prosecutors to control the 
proceedings, was biased in his 
charge to the jury, and failed to properly explain how the jury 
was to consider the evidence of legal insanity. He also contends 
that the government was anxious to ensure Riel’s execution, 
notwithstanding the jury’s recommendation for clemency. 
Salhany compels readers to reconsider Canada’s most famous 
trial in court history.

Roger E. Salhany is a retired justice of the Superior Court of 
Ontario. A Queen’s Counsel and former trial lawyer, he has been 
a lecturer to judges, lawyers, law students, administrative boards, 
and police officers. He is also the author of eight books on criminal 
procedure. He lives in Ottawa.

Tuesday, March 2

DAVID SAX
The Tastemakers and Revenge of the Analog

In this talk, presented as an interview, David Sax, one of North 
America’s leading cultural commentators, will discuss two of 
his books. He will reflect on The Tastemakers: Why We’re Crazy 
for Cupcakes but Fed Up with Fondue and The Revenge of Analog: 
Real Things and Why They Matter. 

Listeners will learn why our fondue sets gather dust while we 
eat more Indian and Thai food, and why despite an abundance 
of digital music there has been a resurgence in vinyl records.

 
Torontonian David Sax is the author of several books and a 

frequent contributor to publications such as the New York Times, 
Toronto Life, the Globe and Mail, GQ, and Vanity Fair.

In his 1938 poem The Novelist, W.H. Auden declared that 
the eponymous author must:

“...become the whole of boredom.” 
If Auden was right, Nathan Whitlock has more than passed 

the test. Whitlock is the author of two published novels 
(and one still in the works). Before landing his current job 
as a full-time professor at Humber College, he served as a 
magazine editor, ghost writer, bar manager, busboy, hotel 
front desk clerk, dishwasher, boat-cleaner, carpenter and 
general labourer. 

He was terrible at almost all of those jobs, but the 
experiences have all contributed in some way to his writing. 

In this discussion, Whitlock explains why boring minimum 
wage jobs can later prove to be an effective writing tool.

Tuesday, March 16

NATHAN WHITLOCK  
Becoming the Whole of Boredom: 

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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A new feature on the Arts 
& Letters Club website 
allows Club members to 
read the submissions from 
the Writers’ Circle. These 
pieces can be accessed by 
logging into the new site, 
going to the menu tab “For 
Members” and scrolling 

down to “Writers’ Circle”. The page will be refreshed 
each month – replacing one or two items with new pieces, 
so that all writers have a chance to feature their work and 
the page remains ever-green. 

Members and guests with an interest in writing fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry and drama are always welcome at the 
Writers’ Circle, which meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 pm.  

The next meeting is on Tuesday, March 16, via Zoom.

Contact:  Martin Jones at martin800@live.com

Writers’ Circle

Next meeting will be on 
Zoom on Wednesday, 
March 17, from 5:30 pm to 
7:00 pm.

Topic: tba

Those interested in joining 
are invited to contact Carol 
Vine at carolvine@bell.net.    

1:00 p.m. via Zoom • Please reserve

What’s On: Literary Table

Calling Club Poets! 

If you have published one or more 
collections of poetry, we would like to 
showcase your work at an upcoming 
virtual Literary Lunch. 

Please contact Mary Frances Coady 
at: mfcoady@gmail.com.

Art of Conversation

A touch of 
spring and

a touch of clover 
for St. Patrick’s 
Day

photo courtesy of 

Bill Michelson

Tuesday, March 23

March Reads

Celebrate the third day of spring 
by hearing about books that 
Clubmates have read during the 
long COVID winter. 
If you would like to present a 
book, send the name of the book 
and author to Daphne Maurer: at 
daphne@maurer.ca before 
March 16. 

Register in advance in order to receive the Zoom link.

Tuesday, March 30

TIM NAU
Love in the High Middle Ages

Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote, “In the spring a young man’s 
fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love.” 

And now our own Tim Nau, a man of mature years, shares 
some late-March musings on the origins of love. 
Join us for an examination of how, in the High Middle Ages, 
concepts like “lady-like,” “chivalry” and “romance” acquired 
their modern meanings.

mailto:martin800%40live.com?subject=
mailto:carolvine%40bell.net?subject=
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
http://mfcoady@gmail.com
http://daphne@maurer.ca
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What’s On: in Music

In 1919, after the Great War 
had just concluded, and as 

the Spanish ‘flu consumed the 
globe, an exhausted humanity 
longed for some sign of a 
renewal of hope, an assurance 
that there would, indeed, be 
brighter days ahead… 

The spirit of that longing 
was nowhere better captured 
in the popular imagination 
than by the song “The World 
is Waiting for the Sunrise,“ 
newly composed that year by 
Club member Ernest Seitz. 
The song was an instant hit, 
selling well over a million 
copies of sheet music. It has 

been recorded over a hundred times, by such diverse artists as 
Fritz Kreisler, Benny Goodman, Les Paul, and even Stan Laurel 
(in the 1939 movie The Flying Deuces).

Ernest Seitz (1892–1978) had joined the Club in 1911 as 
a promising young musician. A child prodigy, he went on to 
enjoy a celebrated career as a concert pianist and teacher, most 
active from 1920 to 1945. 

In 1945, he abruptly wound up his musical career, and 
went on to become the president of his family’s automobile 
dealership.

Ironically, although today he is best known for his popular 
music, Seitz was rather embarrassed by his contributions to the 
genre, and initially published “The World is Waiting for the 
Sunrise” under the pseudonym Raymond Roberts. Although 
Seitz did compose other modestly successful popular works, 
none ever achieved the acclaim of his first tune, a musical ray 
of light to a world coming out of darkness.

Denis Kulesha

The World Is Waiting  
for the Sunrise

A bit of Irish inspiration, photo courtesy of George Hume

Interpretations of St. Patrick’s Day!

It’s the season to be green, photo courtesy of Jack Gilbert
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Saturday, 27 March

Daphne and Charles Maurer
Back Corners of Peru

Charles and Daphne went 
to Peru with Sara Diamond.  
They visited a tributary of 
the Amazon, where Sara 
researches indigenous people, 
and her in-laws’ subsistence 
farm in the Andes.  Sara is 
going to describe this trip 
using Charlie’s photographs.

Mark Terry
Antarctica

Join polar explorer and Club 
member Mark Terry as he 
takes us to the real land down 
under: Antarctica.  It’s the 
coldest, windiest, driest, and 
highest continent on earth, 
but it’s so much more. Learn 
how the world’s largest nature 
reserve is rapidly changing 
with warming temperatures 

as Mark shares the pictures and videos of his time in this 
mysterious and frozen land.

Saturday, March 13

Peter Harris
Tasmania, Australia

Carol and Ken Anderson
Kangaroo Island

Just south of Adelaide, 
Australia, Kangaroo Island is 
a wilderness area known for 
its spectacular coastline, weird 
rock formations and many 
marsupials and friends. We 
will sample all of these!

Saturday, February 27

Julian Mulock
An Innocent in India

For three months, in his mid-
thirties, Julian wandered from 
the southern tip of India to the 
foothills of the Himalayas, from 
the deserts of Rajasthan to the 
waters of the Nile, keeping a 
detailed daily journal. His talk will 
concentrate on the first weeks in 
the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 
from culture shock to a stint in 
the Royal Berkshire Regiment, 
from the opulent mysteries of the 
temples to the rank hardships of 
everyday life. From the sublime to 
the ridiculous...

Marianne Fedunkiw
Santiago de Chile on Two Wheels 

Marianne will tell stories 
about her experiences of 
touring the city centre on 
electric bicycles with visits 
to the National Museum of 
Fine Arts, at the Mercado 
Central, Pablo Neruda’s 
home La Chascona, 
and climbing Cerro San 
Cristobal hill.

Taking a Trip Through the Eyes of Club Members

Travel in the Time of Covid
7:00 pm via Zoom • Please reserve

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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7:00 pm via Zoom • Please reserve
Thursday, March 11

Holy Air (2017)

 
A wry comedy that parodies Christians, Muslins and Jews 
alike, Holy Air centres on Adam, a Christian Arab living 
in Nazareth and a member of a vanishing minority in the 
Holy Land. His politically active wife is strong, beautiful 
and progressive. When she becomes pregnant, and with 
his father ill, Adam comes up with a dubious new business 
venture. Engaging and thought-provoking.

Available on Kanopy through the Toronto Public Library 
and on Amazon Prime. Please watch the film, then tune in 
on Zoom for the discussion. 

Register in advance to receive the Zoom link. 

ARTWORK CREDITS

Page 1: LAMPSletter masthead by Ray Cattell
 Club website, screenshot
Page 2: Penelope Tibbles Cookson, photo by Gord Fulton 
 Front of Club sketch by John Morrow
Page 3: Daphne Maurer, photo by Charles Maurer
 Gord Fulton, selfie
Page 4: Anya Orzechowska, selfie
Page 5: Warren Clements, photo by Gord Fulton
page 6: Malcolm McGrath, photo by Jim Parr

 Alan King, photo from alankingpainting.wordpress.com
Page 8: Deepali Deewan, photo by Brian Boyle
Page 9: Nathan Whitlock, photo by Iago McEvenue
 Ad lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

page 10: photo by Bill Michelson

Page 11: St. Patrick Day’s photos by George Hume and Jack Gilbert
page 12:  Travel photos by presenters

 Apologies to those photographers / artists whose work 
was inadvertently not acknowledged

LAMPSletter editor:  Anya Orzechowska
Copy editor:  Jane McWhinney

Film Night

HotShots Photography

Unfortunately, the challenge for this 
month, SELF-PORTRAITS, had to 
be postponed due to unavoidable 
circumstances. 
Next month’s challenge will be 
CLOSE-UPS. For example: Car 
details, patterns on linens or dishes 
or leaves on plants. 
One site to check out for ideas: 

photography close ups - Bing

Please submit two images to: fultongord@gmail.com
by 5pm Monday, March 1 
A Zoom meeting will occur on Thursday, March 4, at 6.30  
when we will discuss and critique one image taken by each 
person in attendance and then vote to determine our first and 
second choices. 
All Club Members are encouraged to participate.

Ad Lib

Friday, March 12 at 8pm 

Ad Lib’s Got Talent 

Ad Lib’s Got Talent returns on Zoom! Join us for an 
evening of songs, original music, spoken work – maybe 

even a little improv, poetry, and more. 
Latecomers are more than welcome! Of course, you 

are invited to play, to ask others to perform, or to just 
enjoy the evening. You don’t have to be perfect; we are a 

forgiving and supportive group. 
Please message Damon Lum for more information  

and/or to register. 
Events are subject to change. Please check the weekly 

e-blasts for the latest. 
Remember, AD LIB IS YOU! 

If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact: 
Ad Lib chair, Damon Lum at:

damon_lum@hotmail.com

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
http://fultongord@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
Club Night

Camilla Gryski
The Art of Metal Textile

7 pm via Zoom

HotShots deadline

Literary Table
David Sax

Tastemakers and 
Revenge of the Analog

1 pm via Zoom

Property Meeting
4:30 pm

HotShots

Meeting via Zoom 
6:30 pm

Online Exhibition 
Intake deadline

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Challenge 
entries due

LAMPSLetter 
Deadline

(except Members’ 
News)

Online Gallery 
opens

Club Night
Thomas Homer-Dixon

Commanding Hope

Art Committee 
Meeting 

4 pm via Zoom

Literary Table
Roger E. Salhany

A Rush to Judgment
1 pm via Zoom

Lit Committee 
Meeting 

10:30 am via Zoom

LAMPSletter  
Deadline  

(Members’ News
only)

Film Night
Holy Air

7 pm via Zoom

Ad Lib
Ad Lib’s Got Talent!

8 pm via Zoom

Travel in the 
Time of Covid

Peter Harris
&

Carol & Ken
Anderson

7 pm via Zoom

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Social Hour
Celebrate

St Patrick’s Day and  
the Return of Spring!
Hosted by Penelope 

Tibbles Cookson
Bring your glass of  

green beer if you wish

7 pm via Zoom

Literary Table
Nathan Whitlock

Becoming the Whole of 
Boredom

1 pm via Zoom

Writers’ Circle
 6 pm via Zoom

Art of Conversation

5:30-7 pm via Zoom

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Literary Table
MARCH READS

1 pm via Zoom

Travel in the 
Time of Covid

Daphne & 
Charles
Maurer

&
Mark Terry

7 pm via Zoom
28 29 30 31

Club Night
Deepali Dewan
Other Worlds of
 Indian Painting

7 pm via Zoom

Literary Table
Tim Nau

Love in the  
Middle High Ages

1 pm via Zoom

Events requiring reservations are shown in red

April Issue Deadline: 
• for Members’ News: Wednesday, April 14 
• for all other items: Sunday, April 11
As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted 
in order of receipt as long as space is available. If you wish 
to include a notice or feature, please contact the editor 
with as much advance notice as possible, so that space can 
be reserved, and plan to submit it on the deadline or by 
arrangement with the editor. 
Email submissions to:
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
If you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in advance 
of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be accepted. 
The LAMPSletter is available each month on our website, 
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Reservation / Cancellation / Payment Information
You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify 
which events you are booking and the number of places you require. 
Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most 
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by 
the end of day the preceding Friday. 
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of 
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The 
Club prefers payment by Club card, cash, cheque, and debit, and accepts VISA and 
MasterCard. 
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of 
the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that 
have been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance. 

mailto:lampsletter%40artsandlettersclub.ca.?subject=
http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca
mailto:reservations%40artsandlettersclub.ca?subject=
mailto:reservations%40artsandlettersclub.ca?subject=

