
In the fall of 2020, Penelope 
Tibbles Cookson brought a 

proposal to the Board to recognize 
the 35th anniversary of the year 
when women first joined the 
Club, which until then been 
exclusively for male members. The 
recognition would take the form 
of a book honouring those first 
female members, called the Charter 
Women. A group of current Board 
members volunteered to help with 
this project. 

At the Club’s entrance hangs a list of the 40 Charter Women, 
created by Alan Stein. The work started there: 40 women had 

1908–2021

The Club’s Charter Women — A New Book
joined the Club within the two-year period from May 1985 to 
June 1987, and the immediate task was to confirm their “join 
dates.” That brought the first surprise. Through research in the 
Archives, old LAMPSletters, and consultation with Marianne 
Fedunkiw, who had covered much of this territory as Club 
President, we found that not 40, but an astounding 77 women, 
had joined during those two years!

Of these, which women counted as Charter Women? Out 
of the 77, the ones designated as Charter Women for the book 
were distinguished by at least a decade of membership and 
significant contributions to the Club. Amazingly, 12 are still 
members! 

Don McLeod was the project manager. Other contributors 
were Christine Ader, Carol Anderson (design), Penelope 

Six Members Honoured for Distinguished Voluntary Service

Michelle Hogan-Walker joined the Club in November 
2016, along with her husband (print-maker, graphic 

novelist and woodcut artist George Walker). She was sponsored 
by Chester Gryski and Warren Clements

She immediately became active in Club life, taking a leading 
role in sponsoring new and interesting members herself, 
introducing them as guests at countless TGIF lunches. In 
addition, Michelle has given many hours in support of the Club 
activities, volunteering for Doors Open and for other public 
“open house” events, helping with Christmas decorations, and 
more. 

In 2018–19 and 2019–20 she served on the Board, taking 
on responsibilities for Communications and, later, taking on 
the role of Activities Chair. 

Throughout the pandemic lockdown(s) Michelle has 
brought members together as the administrator of the Club’s 
private Facebook group, keeping the Club’s presence visible on 
that site. She was also part of the Steering Committee for our 
N3XT Exhibition, holding firm through its “pandemic pivot” 
from a live gala to a virtual event that spanned the country.

This year six Club members are the latest recipients of the President’s Service Awards, honouring them for their “distinguished voluntary 
service” and commitment to the Club. The awards were established back in 2013 by then Club President Richard Moorhouse and 
consist of a distinctive pewter pin and a specially designed certificate (created by member Alan Stein).

Michelle Hogan-Walker, Diane Kruger, Mary-Jane Large, Charles Maurer, Daphne Maurer and Michael McClelland
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President’s Column

Election of Officers and Directors 
We are pleased to announce the 2021-2022 

Board of Directors approved by the Members

Directors and Officers 
President:  Penelope Tibbles Cookson 
Vice-President:  vacant *
Vice-President: Elizabeth Greville
Treasurer:   Carol Anderson
Secretary:  Katharine Smith
*The vacant Vice-President position is intended to facilitate succession 

planning and will be filled at the earliest opportunity.

Directors at Large
    Scott Burk
    Paul Duder
    Janet Hendershot
    Ron Knowles
    Gun Koleoglu
    Peter Levitt
    Barbara Luedecke
    Mimi Marrocco
    Don McLeod
    John O’Keefe
    Josh Welsh

We would like to thank the following outgoing Board 
members for their contribution and service: Christine Ader, 
Kitty Gibney, Kenneth Lund and Doug Purdon.

A huge thank you to the 
Arts & Letters Club Board 

members who completed their 
two-year term in June 2021: Chris 
Ader, Kitty Gibney (Secretary), 
Kenneth Lund, and Doug 
Purdon. I am grateful for your 
many contributions.

Welcome to our new Board 
Members who joined us at the end of June: Ron Knowles, Gun 
Koleoglu, John O’Keefe and Katharine Smith (Secretary); 
and welcome back to our returning members: Carol Anderson 
(Treasurer), Scott Burk, Paul Duder, Elizabeth Greville 
(Vice President), Janet Hendershot, Peter Levitt, Barbara 
Luedecke, Mimi Marrocco, Don McLeod, and Josh Welsh.

Thank you to Carol Anderson, Scott Burk and Elizabeth 
Greville for agreeing to continue on the board for another year, 
and to Don McLeod who begins another two-year term. I was 
approached by many with the suggestion that I remain for for 
the 2021-2022 year in order to see us through COVID-19. 
I believe this is unprecedented, but these are unusual times. 
The Board of 2020-2021 was a terrific team and together we 
accomplished much under difficult circumstances. I am looking 
forward to working with our new Board and to spending social 
time in person with all the members who have served on the 
Board since I began my presidency in June 2019.

At a recent Nominating Committee meeting it was decided 
to create a second Vice President position, which will be filled 
in the upcoming months. It is expected that this Vice President 
will succeed the outgoing President. It is important that we 
re-establish this succession plan which will ensure a smooth 
transition from year to year.

There is much for our new Board to discuss, especially in 
regard to maintenance and improvements to our beloved 
building. Another major topic is increasing membership. I 
appreciate all our current Club members who have supported 
us and stayed with us during these times. Nevertheless, 
membership needs to grow and we shall make this our focus 
once we get back into the building.

I think most of us have had one vaccination and expect to 
get the second before summer’s end. There is a positive feeling 
that, if all goes to plan, the Club will open in August for TGIF 
lunches. The LAMPS Committees have agreed to commence 
indoor programming in the fall, if permitted to do so. At that 
time, there may be limits on number, so we intend to continue 
the option to attend events on Zoom. It has been an advantage 
to be able to invite speakers who are not based in Toronto and 
so, for that reason as well, we intend to continue offering Zoom 
events. The Club Take-Out service has resumed. Please place 
your orders early since quantities are limited and we always 
sell out. 

Thank you Janet Hendershot for your magnificent Executive 

List, a photo of which is included in this LAMPSletter (p.15). I 
look forward to seeing it hanging in the Lounge.

We have been through a long winter and now it is summer 
and time to get outside. Enjoy July and August; these months 
are precious. 

Happy Canada Day!
Stay safe and be well.

Penelope Tibbles Cookson

The Arts & Letters Club

A meeting place 
in downtown Toronto 
for arts professionals 

and arts lovers

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

http://info@artsandlettersclub.ca
http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Service Awards (continued from page 1)

Diane Kruger is a Past President of the Club, the third woman 
to have this role (out of the current total of five women). 
Diane is also one of our Charter Women. She was sponsored 
for membership by the late John Lytle and by another Past 
President, David Franco. 

A graduate of OCAD and also a member of the Women’s Art 
Association, Diane has had much experience in governance, 
having served on the boards of Heritage Toronto and the 
Royal Canadian Military Institute. She served as Club Vice-
President (2008–2010) with President Peter G.S. Large, 
before becoming Club President (2010–12). It was Diane’s 
inspiration to set up, in cooperation with Heritage Toronto, a 
donation program that successfully raised close to $150,000 to 
the benefit of the Club’s Capital Fund. In addition to pursuing 
a legal career and consultancy as a forensic document expert, 
Diane served in the Reserves with the Queen’s York Rangers, 
and then in the Legal Office of DND, retiring in 2019 as a 
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Mary-Jane Large, a Charter Woman member of the Club, has 
dedicated countless hours in its service. She proudly identifies 
herself as a “curtain puller” and crew on many Spring Revues 
and other Club productions. She was sponsored by two pillars 
of the Club’s Stage section, Past President David Franco and 
the late Roland (Roly) Pincoe. 

A former Chair of the Music Committee, Mary-Jane 
served on the Board (1991–92) and then added long-range 
planning to her responsibilities, now Strategic Planning 
(1992–93). From 1993–1995 she became the Vice-President 
(House) – now the Property Committee. From June 2005 
until June 2009 she carried the role of Vice-Chair of the 
Centenary Planning Committee (chaired by John Lawson), 
responsible for planning and coordinating the activities that 
were celebrated throughout our Centenary year of 2008. Her 
subsequent labours as Chair of the Centenary Publications 
Committee resulted in the printing of the souvenir booklet of 
those memorable events, Centenary Happenings, in 2009.

Charles (“Charlie”) Maurer joined the Club in January of 
2015, sponsored by our late Past President Ezra Schabas, and 
by Norma Rowen.

A former commercial photographer, Charlie now participates 
regularly in the Club’s art exhibitions. He has many scientific 
and technical skills at his fingertips, which he has frequently 
employed to the Club’s advantage. When the Club was 
threatened by a cyber ransomware attack, he took the lead in 
addressing the situation, and he continues to review the security 
of the Club’s computer system. As a member of the Property 

Committee, he is deeply involved in our on-going indoor air-
quality project. Charlie also researched and organized a cost-
saving new phone system. When the Club re-opens, a system 
that he worked out will allow members to enjoy the Club’s 
presentations through the Zoom platform. A keen supporter of 
Club events, Charlie is a regular at the Literary Table and our 
Music Wednesday concerts, and a loyal “TGIFer”.

Daphne Maurer joined the Club in January 2016, sponsored 
by her husband, Charlie, and by Norma Rowen. In addition to 
being an avid participant at Lit Tables and TGIF and regularly 
attending Music Wednesdays, Daphne and Charlie are also 
literary collaborators, having published two books dealing 
with human perception and the way it shapes our relationship 
to the world, The World of the Newborn and Pretty Ugly, the 
latter about the psychology of aesthetics. Under the auspices of 
the Literary Table, they have made presentations to the Club 
on both works. Daphne and Charlie are also known for their 
willingness to help with Doors Open and other activities that 
rely on volunteers. The Club is deeply indebited to Daphne, 
with Charlie in support as, at the beginning of the pandemic 
shutdown, Daphne volunteered her time and her expertise, 
familiarizing many members with the Zoom platform, and she 
gallantly volunteered to act as the Zoom coordinator for the 
majority of Lit Committee-hosted events. These responsibilities 
have since been shared with Club staff, but Daphne’s expertise 
and readiness to support the Club in its transition to the Zoom 
platform helped keep us all in contact from the early days of 
the lockdown, for which we remain deeply grateful. 

Michael McClelland has been with the Club since March of 
2014, when his membership was sponsored by R. Scott James 
and Catherine Nasmith. 

He was already well-known to the core members of the 
regular TGIF table of members passionate about architectural 
heritage and preservation including Rollo Myers, John 
Blumenson, Richard Moorhouse (Past President), Robert 
Allsop and Mark Osbaldeston. Michael is a principal with 
E.R.A. Architects and has volunteered his many professional 
skills in support of the Property Committee, in their never-
ending efforts to maintain the integrity of our wonderful 
heritage building, St. George’s Hall. 

Michael has provided many hours of service-in-kind as a 
significant contributor to the work of the expert team who 
develop and maintain the Club’s Capital Plan – a manual for 
the long-term maintenance and conservation of the building. 
In particular, Michael has donated many hours of Project 
Management services to several of the Club’s significant 
projects, including the Front Façade Conservation Project 
which was completed in 2017. This summer, he will again 
serve as Property Manager, for the replacement of the flat roof 
above the studio. 

continued from page 1
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It took months to pull together the Club’s video recording 
session on Friday, June 11. There were three delays owing 

to extensions of lockdown. As a result of re-scheduling, some 
performers withdrew and new performers had to be recruited.  
In addition, precautions that have become the norm for any 
interpersonal activities had to be observed… and it still didn’t 
work out!

OK. So there is good news and bad news.

The good? 
Stephen Runge gave a tasteful recital to ready us for the 

delights of summer living. After a short oral explanation 
outlining his program for listeners, Runge began his recital, 
framed at each end by the Schumann Waldszenen.

The bad? 
On his way back home from an early lunch, Kevin Ahfat 

stumbled, fell and sprained his left wrist when he stuck out 
his left hand to break his fall. (I did exactly the same thing in 
Warsaw a few years back – with similar results.) He went to 
a clinic to have it examined and Kevin’s left wrist is now in a 
bulky, black binding (no plaster cast).

He sent us an e-mail with his regrets at 12:55. I was busy 
with preparations and it wasn’t until Stephen Runge’s recording 
was finished around 14:00 that I learned that Kevin would not 
be able to perform.

If there had been a day’s notice, maybe it would have been 
possible to find another pianist, but on an hour’s notice?

Impossible.
So we have a rather unsatisfying ending to this year’s video 

recording cycle, but we do have more fine music to add to 
the Club’s video library, even if not exactly as foreseen. The 
recording is available as of early July. 

My thanks (and apologies) for all those who contributed to 
the project.

John Stanley

What’s On: Music

Expect the Unexpected
Five New Directors Appointed 

to Foundation Board

Following on the Arts & Letters Club 
of Toronto Foundation’s Annual 

Meeting held on May 12, five new 
directors have joined the Foundation 
Board.

Club members Judith Davidson-
Palmer, John McKellar and Robert 

White join non-Club members Kimberly de Witte and Wendy 
Rowney as new Board members.

Staying on for another year-long term is Foundation 
President Marianne Fedunkiw. Robert White has been 
appointed treasurer and Kimberly de Witte will take on the 
role of secretary.

Leaving the Board after years of service are Foundation 
founding treasurer, Bill Buchanan, and directors Catherine 
Hurley, Richard Mortimer and Alexander Zonjic.

Since the Foundation was established in 2014 under the 
leadership of founding President Richard Moorhouse, eight 
award programs have been set up, and more than $61,600 
has been awarded to Canadian artists in disciplines ranging 
from music, photography and visual arts to playwriting and 
literature. The Foundation has raised more than $186,000 
through generous donations and fundraising events.

To learn more about Foundation award winners, programs, 
donors and fundraising opportunities, look at our website, 
artsandlettersfoundation.ca.

http://artsandlettersfoundation.ca
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MEMORIAL LIST
(Annual Meeting, June 4, 2020 to 

Annual Meeting Reception, June 10, 2021)

Anthony Batten

Henry Berry

T. David Briant

Joan Dubros

Maxine Goldberg

Len Hanna

Alan King

Alexander (Sandy) MacPherson

Malcolm F. McGrath

Marietta Orlov

R. Brian Parker

Ezra Schabas (Past President)

Bernard Trotter (Life)

Raymond Walters (Life)

J.A. William Whiteacre

People of the Club

The Club regrets to announce that musician Len Hanna 
passed away at the end of April. Len first joined the Club 
back in 2008. We extend our sincere condolences to his 
partner and fellow Club member, Deborah Guild, and 
his many friends. A tribute will appear in the September 
LAMPSletter.

Barbara Luedecke: 
Chair of the Art Committee

Meet Barbara Luedecke: industrial psychologist, avid 
reader, art lover, enthusiastic volunteer, and, most 

recently, Chair of the Art Committee. 
When asked why she joined the Club, Barbara recalled her 

“unforgettable” first visit. It was back in February 2017 that her 
friend Chris Ader invited her to a Club Night. The speaker, Dr. 
John M. Kennedy, a professor of psychology from the UofT, 
amazed Barbara by presenting research on drawings by blind 
artists that as he put it, “would transform our ideas of vision 
and art.” The conversations that ensued convinced Barbara that 
she had found a community of kindred spirits. 

Since becoming a Club member, Barbara has attended events 
in virtually all LAMPS disciplines. Perhaps the fact that her 
son is an award-winning musician, while one of her daughters 
recently completed a PhD in literature, underscores her own 
appreciation of the Club’s musical and literary offerings. Lit 
Table attendees may know her from back when we could meet 
and mingle.

And both meeting and mingling she did in those halcyon 
pre-COVID days. She enjoyed the Spring Revue, the variety 
of concerts and especially the Boar’s Head evening when she 
found herself seated next to Tony Batten. Little did she know 
that this memorable encounter would be her last opportunity 
to enjoy his company.

As a social scientist, Barbara reveled in the intellectual 
stimulation provided by speakers like Dr. Kennedy. But it was 
the depth of cultural activities at the Club, especially when 
it came to the visual arts, that she came to love. Her father 
had been an art collector, with a particular focus on works by 
Canadian landscape artists. 

So it was that Barbara joined the Art Committee with the 
intention to be “as helpful as possible” and – together with other 
committee members – to support the Club artists whose work 
she so admires. If she could assist by taking on administrative 
duties, she told me, then the artists could be free to focus on 
their creativity. 

She adds, with a smile, that while she did in fact attend an 
art class when she first joined the Club, she quickly decided 
that her skills were perhaps better suited to other pursuits. 
These included putting up Christmas decorations, helping out 
with the intake of art works for Club shows, and putting her 
organizational and leadership training to work by serving as a 
Director on the Board of the Club.

The Arts & Letters Club has become an important part of 
Barbara’s social and cultural life and she, like so many of us, 
eagerly awaits the day when “we’ll meet again.” 

Mimi Marrocco
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People of the Club

Ninety-three-year-old 
Life Member James 

Robert (Jim) Hubbard 
was active in the Club long 
before he was old enough 
to join in 1959. “I grew up 
in the Club working on the 
Spring Show from when I 
was in High School.”

As a boy Jim spent his 
summers at a farm owned 
by a grandmother whom he 
greatly admired. There he 
milked cows and pumped 
water from the well for use 

in the house and the barn. 
Jim attended North Toronto Collegiate Institute graduating 

in 1945, just at the end of WWII. Most further education was 
blocked because returning military personnel had priority, but 
Jim enrolled in an evening art course at Northern Secondary 
School and simultaneously joined the family business of Robert 
Hubbard & Son, a custom picture framing business and small 
art gallery, as well as a hangout for painters to enjoy coffee 
and conversation. Jim ran the gallery for several years after his 
father’s death in 1958.

When Jim joined the McMichael Gallery in 1971 there were 
three people on staff: Bob McMichael and his secretary – and 
Jim. He did everything, hung the paintings, hired staff, and 
met visitors. It was fast-moving and exciting. During this same 
period he attended York University evening classes, taking one 
course a year. After 15 years, he received a degree in Political 
Science and Economics.

The banners on the Club walls were painted in 1920 to 
celebrate the move by the Club to its permanent quarters 
in St. George’s Hall, when Vincent Massey was President. 
The original designs were by J.E.H. MacDonald and were 
executed on “beaver” board, an early compressed sawdust 
material. By 1950, they were in bad shape, the colours fading 
and the boards crumbling.

With the approval of the Club Executive, Jim’s father, 
Robert Hubbard, volunteered to recreate the panels in a more 
permanent form with masonite and artist’s quality oil paint. 
The bulk of the “heavy lifting” in the preparation of the panels 
and some of the painting was done by Jim. The fine work was 
done by Robert. The tracings made to transfer the original 
J.E.H. MacDonald designs are in the Club Archives.

Jim, with tongue-in-cheek, claims to have more of his work 
on display in the Club than any other member.

Jim’s contributions to the Theatre Committee are 
unmatched. Along with stalwart Roly Pincoe and his team, 
they designed, built, painted and installed sets for the annual 
spring shows and every other stage production. Jim also kept 
everyone organized while moving sets between acts.

A skilled woodcarver, his apartment walls at Belmont House 
are also lined with his work. Together for 30 years, Jim and 
Diana Wessels (also a member, deceased 2016) moved to 
Belmont seven years ago.

Jim thinks the Club is a great outlet for those with creative 
energy and those who appreciate the aims of the Club and are 
willing to do things. It changes as new members with different 
interests and skills join and contribute. An interest in different 
activities and not just one’s individual discipline is necessary to 
keep the Club viable.

Mary-Jane Large

Jim Hubbard: Life Member with Creative Energy

Fête Champêtre Is On Again!

The Literary Committee invites members to celebrate the 
return of a glorious Club tradition, the Fête Champêtre, 

on August 24. (The rain date is August 31). We’ll get together 
at noon in the garden of the home of Marc Egnal and his 
wife, Judith Humphrey. This event is for those who have 
received both doses of the vaccine, plus two weeks for the 
full immunization to take effect. Attendance is limited to 25 
persons, so please reserve early. 

You will be asked to bring food: hors d’oeuvres, a cold 
savoury dish, a salad, dessert, or bread and cheese. You may 
also wish to bring wine, beer, or a non-alcoholic drink. Please 
RSVP to Mary Frances Coady at mfcoady@gmail.com or 
416-533-4955 to reserve your place.

Street parking is available and subway pickups can be 

arranged. We’ll observe whatever city and provincial health-
and-safety protocols are in place at that time. 

Come and celebrate with us!

http://mfcoady@gmail.com
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Imagine (once this awful Covid business is over) a dinner at 
the Club that begins with consommé of pheasant, goes on 

to turkey stuffed with chestnuts, shallots and scallions, and 
concludes with ripe peaches and damsons. This would be not 
only be a delicious meal, but also a highly geographic one: all 
the food words underlined above started out as place names.

A certain sort of bird that the 
ancient Greeks liked to eat came 
from near the Phasis River on 
the Black Sea, so they called it 
“phasianos,” which became faisan 
in Old French and then “pheasant” 
in English.

“Turkeys” were thought to 
have originated in Turkey, and 

“chestnuts” in a town in Thessaly called Castanea. This 
mutated to chastain in Old French, and then turned into 
“chestain-nut” in English. 

Both “shallot” and “scallion” come from Ascalon, a 
major port in the Crusaders’ Kingdom of Jerusalem, which 
exported both kinds of onion. 

“Peach” is a contraction of the Latin persicus, meaning 
Persian, and “damson” refers to Damascus in Syria, the 
source of this delicious fruit.

How I long for the day when I can once again enjoy 
with my friends foods brought to Elm Street, actually or 
etymologically, from the four corners of the earth!

with Warren Clements

The challenge was to alter the name of a well-known 
composer (any musical genre) and briefly explain what the 

change might mean. The winner is John Goddard.

Ignore Stravinsky: Wrote elevator music. (John Goddard)
John Lenin: Got what he wanted – a revolution.
(Kathleen McMorrow)
Stephen Sendhim: Reluctantly, he agrees to be sent in instead of 
the clowns.(John Rammell)
Johann Sebastian Bachelor: Renowned composer and 
international playboy. (David Stones)
Wolfpack Mozart: Requires singers to howl a lot.
(Sandy Leggatt)
Giacomo Puckshinni:  Wrote bel canto hockey operas.
(Bill Aide)
Frédéric Shoppin’: Spent too much time on the Amazon website. 
(Anya Orzechowska)
Jean Syllabus: Purveyor of the Finnish Coles Notes.
(Ernie Kerr) 
Johannes Balms: Composer of lullabies. (Marjut Nousiainen)
Charles Hives: Managed an impressive compositional output 
despite chronic itching. (Michael Albano)
Clawed Bydepussy: Failed vet repeatedly attacked by felines.
(David Stones)
Shoemann and Shoebert: Were addicted to footwear.
(Judy Simmonds)
Noël Cowherd: Great composer of country-and-western songs.
(Sandy Leggatt)
Gustav Mauler: His fellow musicians in the beer league stay out 
of his way. (Kathleen McMorrow)
CUPE Bach: Unionized the brothers in defiance of “Art of 
Fugue Management Inc.” (Bill Aide)
Gordon Sleighthand: A great singer/songwriter, but you gotta 
watch him. (David Stones)
Ludwig von Beathoven: The first rapper. (Anya Orzechowska)
John Rage: Furious attacks on the keyboard. (Sandy Leggatt)
Mow-zart: Has a beautifully cut front lawn. (Judy Simmonds)
John Heckwithit: Gave up composing to become a professional 
oenophile. (Kathleen McMorrow)

Lin-Manuel Veranda: The behind-the-scenes composer of 
Summertime. (David Stones)

Challenge (26):

Alter the name of a well-known author and suggest how this 
change might have affected his or her work e.g. Lewis Coral: 
Wrote fantasies set deep in the ocean. Dr. Sue-us: Children’s 
author notorious for the libel cases brought against him.

The prize is a choice between The Full Mountie and Gulliver’s 
Day Trip, compilations of entries to the Globe and Mail’s 
erstwhile Challenge column.

Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please note 
the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the word 
“Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday, August 
8, at 8:00 pm.

with Tim Nau

Nau
&

Again
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If all the world’s a stage, what is happening in our little part of it 
in the Club? The LAMPSletter decided to find out and had an 
interesting conversation with Josh Welsh, the Chair of the Stage 
Committee.

From an early age, Josh 
Welsh has been involved 

in theatrics, first in church 
shows, and then in high school 
plays and community theatre 
in Cornwall. Even when he 
was young, he enjoyed the 
community spirit of the group 
and came to love being a part of 
famous musicals, such as Oliver 
and Les Misérables. Later, on a 
different level, he participated 
in improv theatre and escape 
room scenarios.

It was the feeling of family, of everyone helping and 
supporting each other, that was so appealing. As Josh explained, 
“It’s a social bond; they are friends for life.”

At the same time, acting out the different roles brought 
excitement and a chance to connect with different emotions 
from his own life in order to bring a sense of realism to whatever 
role he was playing. From that base, he could go further and 
build a wellspring of inspiration to add passion or empathy as 
needed.

It was easy to see Josh’s love of acting reflected in his face 
during this conversation and he agreed that acting was, at 
times, therapeutic. The range of emotions is great, he explained, 

People of the Club

adding that an actor he admires greatly is Hugh Jackman. 
“It’s amazing what he can do,” Josh said, “from roles like his 
portrayal of Wolverine in X-Men to a singing role in a musical 
like The Greatest Showman.”

When Josh came to Toronto in 2015 to further his education 
and training in acting at Humber College, he also found a job 
in hospitality with the Arts & Letters Club. As a dedicated 
supporter of the arts, he was impressed by the rich history of 
the Club, its many illustrious members and the architectural 
splendour of the Great Hall.

However, balancing his work with his studies was not easy, 
and Josh soon realized that he would enjoy participating in 
the activities of the Club. So he left his position and became 
a member (although he is still enrolled at Humber College to 
study journalism, another of his interests).

Since joining, Josh has been part of the Stage Committee, 
at first in a minor capacity but – when Carole Miles vacated 
the position of Chair – he stepped up to take on that role. He 
took part in the Spring Revue of 2019 and had a great time. 
Unfortunately, the Great Hall has been mostly empty for over 
a year and a half. Despite that, thanks to the dedication of 
so many Stage members, a Spring Revue for 2021 adapted for 
Zoom was greatly enjoyed by a large audience of members.

Josh is quite impressed by the way the different committees 
try to interact and help each other, with people promoting the 
work of their colleagues. 

Needless to say, he looks forward to the reopening of the 
Club and a chance to return to the stage. With luck, we’ll see 
him at the Christmas Show, together and with the many other 
actors who help bring the spirit of the season truly come to life 
for us all!

Another in our roster of 
actors is Gord Fulton, who, 

after retiring early, was invited 
to the Club, felt a kinship with 
its spirit and became a member, 
involving himself in the activities 
of the Stage Committee. Gord is 
also known around the Club as 
the facilitator of the HotShots 
and for his snazzy ties. 

“I still love to dress up!” he 
admits, savouring his reputation 
for his fashion ensemble.

As a member of Actra for 35 

Gord Fulton: Quite a Character!

years, Gord enjoys his continuing sideline of thespian activities. 
He has recently been cast in several scenes for a variety of 
productions. In Season 3 of The Umbrella Academy, shot in a 
studio on Kipling north of the Queensway, he played an old 
bellhop.

In a new production entitled Five Days in Memorial Hospital, 
which tells the story of a storm-ravaged hospital in New 
Orleans during Hurricane Katrina, he spent a day playing a 
frail old man wandering the hall of the hospital. 

And earlier this year, Gord was an old man in a seniors’ home 
being fed by an eight-year-old in a film called: 8-Bit Christmas.

“I have had fun and it’s given me purpose for two months,” 
says Gord of his most recent activities, balancing his work on 
both sides of the camera, acting and coordinating the HotShots.

Josh Welsh: Who’s Acting Up in the Club?
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People of the Club

The Huron County Museum in Goderich, Ontario, 
recently concluded a noteworthy exhibit honouring 

one of our members, artist Jack McLaren (1895–1988). 
Organized in association with the Huron County Historical 
Society, Reflections: The Life and Work of J.W. (Jack) McLaren 
opened on October 8, 2020, and was scheduled to close on 
April 30, 2021. Concurrent with the exhibition, McLaren 
family member, Shawn Henshall, published a thorough and 
entertaining biography of McLaren entitled The Forgotten 
Legend: The Life Story of John Wilson McLaren O.S.A. 

For some months preceding the exhibit’s launch, the Club 
Archives provided research detail and enthusiastic support to 
both of these undertakings. The Archives then contributed 
a number of McLaren items from our collections for the 
show; these included a linocut caricature of the Hart House 
String Quartet, the presidential portrait by McLaren of C.W. 

Jefferys, and McLaren caricatures of M.O. 
Hammond, Lorne Pierce, and H. Napier 
Moore. 

The exhibition and the book both 
document in detail McLaren’s fascinating life 
as well as his years as an active member of 
our Club. The Arts & Letters Club clearly 
played a significant role in McLaren’s social 
and artistic life; he was a member from 
1924 until 1988, and was proclaimed a Life 
Member. A frequent attendee at all manner 
of Club events, Jack, an artist, was also 
an accomplished thespian and musician, 
deploying skills developed as a member 
of the Princess Patricia’s entertainment 
troupe during WWI and later with the the 
“Dumbells,” a touring group famous in the 
1920s. McLaren was naturally a regular 
member of the Spring Revue ensembles.

Following retirement in the early 1960s, 
he and his wife Lillian purchased a property 
on the Maitland River near the historic 
community of Benmiller, in Huron County, 
coincidently becoming neighbours and 
friends of Ettore Mazzoleni of the Toronto 
Conservatory of Music, a fellow Club 
member and former Club President (1945–
1947.) For the next 20 years McLaren 
painted numerous landscapes of the area, a 
large selection of which were displayed in the 
Goderich exhibition.

Launching and conducting public events 
during the pandemic created significant 
challenges for public institutions. In the case 

of the Huron County Museum, the curatorial staff rose to the 
challenge by hosting numerous on-line events and creating an 
informative virtual tour of the exhibition. As senior curator 
Sinead Cox recently reported, “despite the closures, the exhibit 
has been a great success.” 

Cox also noted that the on-line programs, along with the 
didactic material, including a virtual tour conducted by Mary 
Gregg, remain available on the Huron County Museum website. 
At the same time, William Denton, our Club Librarian, has 
added Shawn Henshall’s entertaining and definitive biography 
of McLaren to our library. 

To visit the exhibit go to the museum’s website: 
www.huroncountymuseum.ca

Victor Russell
Photos courtesy of the Huron County Museum and Historic Gaol

Huron County Museum: An Homage to Jack McLaren

A section of the exhibit highlighting Jack McLaren’s association with the Toronto Arts & Letters Club

Some of of McLaren’s paintings executed while a resident of Benmiller and exhibited at the Huron County 
Museum

http://www.huroncountymuseum.ca 
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Familiar Faces at the Club

My name is Matthew Percy 
and I am the Catering 

Manager at the Club. I am a 
graduate of Trent University 
with an Honours B.A. (English 
Literature). I have more than 20 
years of experience in the private 
club industry and joined the Club 
in 2012. Working in the private 
club environment enables me to 
develop meaningful relationships 
with members and a higher 
level of more personalized and 

specialized service. During this COVID-19 pandemic, I have 
been fortunate to keep in touch with many members through 
our many and interesting Club Zoom events. Nevertheless, I 
look forward to the opportunity to see you all again in-person 
once it is safe to do so.

I’m Matthew Tribe, the Front 
of House Manager at the Club. 

Born in Kingston, Ontario, I 
moved to Toronto in 2011 to 
attend OCADU for Illustration. 
One of my art history professors 
took us on a tour of the Club, 
hosted by Scott James. It was 
amazing to see the art history 
I was learning about in school, 
archived in the lounge in the 
executive lists, displayed as a 

Hello, Members of the Arts 
& Letters Club! 

It’s your Sous Chef Megan 
Breiding here! I attended a 
Chef Training course at George 
Brown College and, after 
graduating in 2000, I worked in 
several Toronto restaurants until 
I was hired by the Club in 2010. 

Since the beginning of 
the pandemic I’ve taken my 
health and wellness a lot more 
seriously, which I’m sure a lot of 
you have! I’ve changed my diet 
to vegan, I quit smoking about 

two and a half years ago and I try to have consistent exercise 
and mindful meditation. I feel healthier than ever and I have 
a new enthusiasm towards food and nutrition. Also during the 
pandemic I received my Red Seal Chef Certification and in 
the near future I will be doing a vegan baking course through 
George Brown which I’m very excited about! 

Thank you all for your support during the pandemic and 
throughout the years! I look forward to seeing you back at the 
Club. 

We Hope to See You All Soon!
timeline of design and the Club’s history. 

In my personal art practice I tend to use inks and watercolour 
and the Club sure has a wealth of illustrations to admire and 
draw inspiration from. Not too long after that visit, I was told 
by a friend of a job opening for server and I’ve been here ever 
since!

My name is Kenneth (Ken) 
Peace and I have had the 

pleasure of serving as Chef de 
Cuisine at the Club for just over 
15 years. I began my culinary 
career with an apprenticeship 
at Château in Lake Louise in 
the Canadian Rockies with 
Canadian Pacific Hotels and, for 
almost five decades, have worked 
from coast to coast as well as 
Australia, England and Spain.

I have been active on 
numerous hospitality and community boards and committees, 
including two terms as Chairman for the Trade of Cook and 
Baker for the Ontario Ministry of Universities and Colleges. 
My most recent positions, prior to coming to the Club, 
included six years as a Culinary Professor at George Brown 

College, 13 years as Executive Chef for the O’Keefe Centre for 
the Performing Arts and as a private chef for the Weston family. 
In the 1980s, I became a charter member of Knives and Forks, 
a coalition of Ontario chefs and farmers, and continue to focus 
on locally-sourced ingredients. 

My menus reflect an international approach, but I enjoy 
creating dishes with a regional focus the most. My recipes can 
be found in a variety of cookbook, magazine and newspaper 
publications and I have made several appearances on radio and 
television. I am a certified Chef de Cuisine (CCC) and Master 
of Culinary Arts (MCA), and have received several industry 
awards, including Chef of the Year from the Toronto Escoffier 
Society. 

I look forward to getting the kitchen at the Club back into 
“full swing,” as the pandemic eases and the members return. I 
am anxious to start creating dishes for the appreciative audience 
you have always been. 

I wish you all a wonderful summer!
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When Front of House Manager Matt Tribe and Catering 
Manager Matt Percy finally get together for a drink, they are 
looking forward to having this Non-Alcoholic Sangria (okay, 
they admit that there might be a bit of alcohol added).

It sounds like something the rest of the Club would enjoy 
as well!

INGREDIENTS
1 lemon (sliced, with peel)
1 lime (sliced, with peel)
1 orange (sliced, with peel)
1 cored apple (sliced, with peel)
3 cups grape juice
3/4 cup apple juice
3/4 cup orange juice
1 1/2 tablespoons lemon juice
2-3 cups sparkling mineral carbonated water
Complementary fruits: mango, blackberries, strawberries, etc.

Sangria: A Perfect Summer Drink!
INSTRUCTIONS

• Wash and slice fruit into 
bite-size pieces and add to a 
glass pitcher. 

• Add the grape, apple, 
orange and lemon juice and 
gently mix. 

• Refrigerate at least 1 hour 
or let the sliced fruit steep in 
the juice overnight for the best infusion of flavours.

• Just before serving, add the sparkling mineral water and 
gently mix together. Pour over ice into your glasses and serve. 
Garnish with mint if desired.

• For a sweeter option, use lemon lime soda or ginger ale 
instead of sparkling water. Serve it in your favourite glass 
pitcher to showcase the bright colours. 

This drink is sure to slake your thirst on a hot day.

INGREDIENTS
1 cup applewood smoked cheddar (grated)
1 cup aged white cheddar (grated)
1/2 cup sour cream
1/3 cup mayonnaise
2 tbsp Dijon mustard
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp cracked black pepper
1/3 cup chives (chopped fine)
1/3 cup tarragon (chopped fine)
1 cup asparagus (cleaned, grilled, sliced thin)

‘Flavours of Summer’ from Club Staff 

INSTRUCTIONS
• In a bowl, mix all of the ingredients together with a rubber 

spatula, until well blended. Cover and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour.

• Serve this dip with slices of fresh warm baguette, or a 
variety of your favourite garden vegetables.

“Summer Reads” Is Returning
September 7, 1:00 pm

The traditional kick-off of the fall Literary Table schedule is a great opportunity for members to share the highlights of their 
summer reading!

Please keep this date in mind, and, when you find a book you would like to review and speak about, contact: 
Katharine Smith at katharine.b.smith@outlook.com

See you in September!

To go with the delicious summer drink, here is a recipe from the Club kitchen, courtesy of Chef de Cuisine Ken Peace. and 
Sous Chef Megan Breiding. Now you are ready to invite your friends over!

Two-Cheddar and Grilled Asparagus Dip
(Yield: 6 Servings)

http://katharine.b.smith@outlook.com
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Tibbles Cookson, Katie Hermant, Barbara Luedecke, 
General Manager Fiona McKeown, Jane McWhinney (copy 
editing and proofreading) and Doug Purdon. 

As a Charter Women herself, Katie provided interesting 
insights into those early years. We assumed that it had been 
difficult to break into a “boys’ club”; in fact, as Katie reminded 
us, a number of the first women members had been in the 
Spring Revue and other shows, spending a great deal of time at 
the Club. For them, membership was an easy next step. Our 
first female member, artist Tyrrell Richardson Morrow, had 
a solo exhibition at the Club before she joined. The stories we 
hear about reluctant male members were certainly true, but it 
didn’t take long for women to fit in and take their places at the 
Club.

It was great fun getting to know these women as we worked 
our way through the project – they are indeed an impressive 
group: important visual artists, stage professionals, writers, and 
academics, of course. Two members had received the Order 
of Canada –  one of whom is a black belt in karate. We also 
discovered was a flamenco dancer, a mover-and-shaker in both 
historical and natural conservation, and Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
dentist! 

At the Heart of the Club: A Celebration of the Charter Women 
of the Arts & Letters Club of Toronto will be released in print in 
the fall but, in the meantime, members – as well as families and 
friends of the Charter Women – are invited to view it on the 
Club website, enjoy it, and order a copy. 

Please check the Club home page for information.
Carol Anderson

The next meeting will be after the 
summer.
Please check the September issue of 
the LAMPSletter for more information 
or contact: Carol Vine at:
carolvine@bell.net 

Art of Conversation

The Heart of the Club photos, from left to right: 
Katie Hermant in a Spring Revue photo from the mid-80s, 
photographer unknown; Madeline Field, photo by Jim Parr;
Past president Diane Kruger and her horse, Coriander; photo by 
J.G. Stark.

Charter Women
cont’d from first page

A&L Foundation Winner
Balances Art and Journalism

Reading the Globe and Mail, as 
I do each morning, I noticed 

a familiar name in a by-line, 
Menaka Raman-Wilms. Could 
this be the same woman who, in 
2016, won the first Alice Munro 
Storytelling Award? Having 
worked as a journalist myself, I 
did a bit of web research and fired 
off an email. Menaka replied and 
we set up a time to catch up.

The award for a young writer, under 30 years of age, was a 
partnership between the Arts & Letters Foundation and the 
Alice Munro Festival of the Short Story as part of the Annual 
Literary Short Story Competition for Emerging Writers. After 
Menaka received her award, she organized two fundraising 
vocal recitals in partnership with the Club, with proceedings to 
support the Regent Park School of Music.

I learned that over the past five years Menaka has been busy 
balancing a career in journalism with creative writing and other 
artistic pursuits. Already having earned a BA in English and 
political science as well an MA in creative writing, she was 
working a tech start-up in Toronto. She began writing for the 
start-up’s website, and then moved into customer management. 
But something was still missing … 

So she applied to a number of Canadian journalism schools in 
2018. During her two-year MA program at Carlton University, 
she completed an internship at CBC’s London bureau before 
going to Berlin for her research project. She speaks basic 
German so it was natural for her to spend a couple of weeks 
in Berlin and to complete a documentary about three Syrian 
refugees who work as tour guides in the city. 

Menaka has continued her creative writing. In 2019, Black 
Coffee was short-listed for the CBC Short Story Competition. 
The Smoking Room was published online in Broken Pencil 
Magazine in 2018 Last year she completed the manuscript for 
her novel, The Rooftop Garden. It’s a story about two childhood 
friends who create an imaginative world in which the climate 
crisis has caused oceans to rise and swallow cities. 

In addition to reporting for the Globe and Mail, Menaka 
has worked at CBC Radio programs As It Happens and Cross 
Country Checkup, and interned at Ideas. She is based in Toronto 
now but plans to move to Ottawa this summer. 

Her future?
“I’m trying to balance creative writing and journalism 

writing as well as get back to singing,” Menaka says.
Marianne Fedunkiw

Where Are They Now?

mailto:carolvine%40bell.net?subject=
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What’s On: Literary Table

Tuesday, August 17, 1:00 pm

PHILIP DOMBOWSKY:
Walter S. Allward Life & Work

After a few remarks about Walter S. Allward: Life & Work 
and a brief overview of Allward’s career, this illustrated 

talk will focus on Allward’s connection to the Arts & Letter’s 
Club, starting in 1908, when he served on the Club’s executive. 
Allward’s friendship with Club members (Augustus Bridle, 
Frederick Challener, Emanuel Hahn, and M.O. Hammond), 
will also be discussed, as well as his participation in various 
Club events, including the dinner held in his honour in April 
1922, shortly before his departure for Europe to work on 
the Vimy Memorial. Dombowsky will end by sharing details 
about Allward’s career that were not included in the book, and 
comment on Allward’s legacy. 

Philip Dombowsky is an Archivist at the National Gallery 
of Canada. He holds an MA in art history from Concordia 
University and a Master of Library and Information Studies 
from McGill University. As well as making regular contributions 

to the NGC’s online magazine, he is the author of Index to the 
National Gallery of Canada’s Exhibition Catalogues and Checklists 
1880–1930, which won the Melva J. Dwyer Award of the Art 
Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA) in 2008. In 
addition to his work at the National Gallery, Dombowsky has 
played a pivotal role in locating and recovering artworks lost by 
the art dealer Max Stern during the Nazi period in Germany. 
He is currently a consulting member of the Stern Cooperation 
Project, led by the Zentralinstitut für Kunstgeschichte (ZI), an 
independent art historical research institute based in Munich, 
Germany. 

Via Zoom • Please reserve

Tuesday, July 13, 1:00 pm

ANTONIO MICHAEL DOWNING
Saga Boy:

My Life of Blackness and Becoming 

Saga Boy is the touching memoir of a boy who was uprooted 
at the age of 11 from the rainforest of southern Trinidad 

when his grandmother died. He and his brother landed with 
a stern evangelical aunt in the tiny northern Ontario town of 
Wabigoon where they were the only two black children. It 
is the story of his search for identity through family myths, 
adopted personalities, and music.

Antonio Michael Downing grew up in Trinidad, Northern 
Ontario, Scarborough and Kitchener. His first novel, Molasses, 
was well received when it was published in 2010. In 2017 he 
was named as one of the top Emerging Authors for non-fiction 
by the RBC Taylor Prize. Besides writing, he composes and 
performs music under the pseudonym John Orpheus.

Tuesday, August 10, 1:00 pm

BOB DOUGLAS
Evolution of Slavery 

and Civil War 

Bob Douglas will present “The Evolution over the Last 
Century of Popular Culture’s Portrayal of Slavery and the 

Civil War.”
The racist films Birth of a Nation through to Underground 

Railway and the “magnolias myth” of Gone with the Wind 
provide the catalyst through which Bob Douglas explores the 
evolution of the context for, and the content of, film, television 
and fiction over the last fifty years which challenge the veracity 
and interpretation of these earlier landmark films.

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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What’s On:  Club Night
July 26, 7:00 pm

PETER HARRIS
La Belle Epoque and the End of Empires 

Our own Peter Harris is a perennial favourite at Hot 
Docs’ popular Curious Minds series. Tonight he gives 

us one of the presentations from his recent lectures called 
“La Belle Epoque and the End of Empires.” Tune in for 
this evening’s journey back to the innovations and world-
changing events of turn-of-the-twentieth-century Europe.

Members and guests with an interest in writing fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry and drama are always welcome at 

the Writers’ Circle, which meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 pm. The next meeting is on Tuesday, July 20 
via Zoom. 

The Writers’ Circle updates 
its page of the members’ 
private website every two 
months. The most recent 
update offers a brief but 
thoughtful memoir, three 
very different poems and a 
short story with a powerful 
ending indeed. 

Contact: Martin Jones at martin800@live.com 
Current offerings on the Club website include:
The Wasteland Too, poem by Bradley Crawford
The Tuck Man, memoir, by Vipin Sehgal
Two Poems by Martin Jones
My Mother Lied, biography, by Anya Orzechowska
... and, as these submissions change, many more to come.

Writers’ Circle

August 18, 7:00 pm

Philomena

Philomena (2013), an Oscar-nominated film, tracks the 
story of Philomena Lee (Judi Dench) an Irishwoman 

who was forced by the Church to give up her toddler son 
for adoption in the 1950s when she was a teenager and the 
freelance reporter Martin Sixsmith, (Steve Coogan) who 
helps her search for him. Quietly moving yet punctuated 
by moments of humour, Philomena is a terrific film about 
a woman who is able to separate her faith from the harsh 
institutional strictures. It also resurrects a little-known story 
of Irish history.

Please watch the film on Kanopy beforehand.

Film Night
July 21, 7:00 pm

Legends of the Fall

Filmed primarily in western Canada, Legends of the Fall is 
based on the 1979 novella of the same name. It takes place 

over the course of the 1900s, World War I, and through the 
Prohibition era. A retired army colonel (Anthony Hopkins) 
moves to Montana and raises his three sons (Brad Pitt, Aidan 
Quinn, Henry Thomas) among the wilderness and plains. 

We see how their lives are affected by nature, history, war 
and love when the sons fall in love with the same girl (Julia 
Ormond). Love conquers all in this epic historical western 
drama.

Please watch the film on Netflix before the discussion.

Film Night
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What’s On: Visual Arts

In the Studio

While fully dependent upon official Health and Safety 
Regulations, the Wednesday Painters are hoping to gather at 
some point over the summer. 

Please contact Martha West Gayford for more details: 
mwestgayford@ca.inter.net

The Monday and Friday Painters will wait until September 
and, again depending on official guidelines, will then 
determine their exact re-gathering dates. 

Please watch upcoming e-bulletins for relevant re-opening 
steps and guidelines.

Current Exhibitions on the Club Website

In this current virtual world, we are lucky to be able to 
maintain a view of the past six exhibitions on the Club 

website.

Spring Exhibition: Club artists celebrate emergence from 
a long pandemic-oriented winter with the largest yet online 
exhibition of their work. Enjoy!
Beginnings/Endings: The Art Committee chose the 
Beginnings/Endings theme for the exhibition in the context 
of COVID. Each artist has taken a very personal approach to 
the theme that goes beyond what was, at the time, the then 
current isolation.
Silver Linings: During the continuing COVID situation, 
artists looked for silver linings to this dark cloud that hangs 
over us. 
Photography Exhibition: A selection of photographs from 
the recent juried exhibition.
Pop Up Gallery: Surprise selections by Club artists
Summer Extravaganza: Members’ interpretations of this title.

Upcoming Exhibitions
As we aim to resume Club life in September, whether online 
or perhaps in person, please share with us what you’ve created 
over the summer. Members may submit to both exhibitions, 
just not the same piece in both. And please be sure to mark to 
which exhibition each of your works is to go. Jurors TBA.

Members’ Exhibition: Fall Free-For-All
• Intake: Friday, September 10, by NOON
• Exhibition opens September 11
• Members may submit up to two pieces
• Please include TITLE, MEDIA, DIMENSIONS, PRICE 
of work, and your email address
• Please send your entries to: 

mark@huebner.com and jason.kieffer@gmail.com

Plein Air Exhibition
• Due to continuing COVID-19 uncertainties, this group 
will not gather formally over the summer 
• However, members may submit up to three pieces
• Intake: Friday, September 10, by NOON (Late entries 
will not be accepted)
• Exhibition opens September 11
• Gentle Reminder: All work is to be done on location with 
only minimal touch-ups
• Please include TITLE, MEDIA, DIMENSIONS, PRICE 
of work, and your email address
• Please send your entries to: 
 mark@huebner.com and jason.kieffer@gmail.com

Executive List 
2020–2021

created by 
Janet Hendershot

• Presentation of the Deborah Gilbert Award for Plein 
Air Painting by Jack Gilbert will take place on Club Night, 
Monday, September 13. The $500 Club Award was established 
by Jack in honour of his late daughter, Deborah, who was 
herself a fine plein air painter in pastels. 

Art Committee

June saw the appointment of some new members to the Art 
Committee, replacing the retiring members acknowledged 

in last month’s LAMPSletter. 
The current committee, under the leadership of Chair 

Barbara Luedecke, features continuing members Mark 
Huebner, Edd Baptista, Andy Ross and Sandy McClelland.

New committee members are Jason Kieffer, Alex Verpoort, 
Janet Hunter and Nancy Jacobi. Returning after a time off 
committee to once again lend us their expertise, are Judy 
Raymer Ivkoff and Virginia Trieloff.

http://mwestgayford@ca.inter.net  
http://mark@huebner.com
http://jason.kieffer@gmail.com
http://mark@huebner.com
http://jason.kieffer@gmail.com
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HotShots Photography

1-Marianne Fedunkiw; 2-Ernie Kerr; 3-Jack Gilbert; 4-Gord Fulton; 5-John Blumenson; 6-Mary-Jane Large; 
7-George Hume; 8-Sue Russell; 9-Mary Glendinning; 10-Carol Watson; 11-Judith Davidson-Palmer; 12-Betty Trott; 
13-Chris Ader; 14-Anna Leggatt; 15-Gabrielle Tyrie; 16-Bill Michelson; 17-Kitty Gibney

1

2 3 4

5

6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17
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The photography group held its last virtual Zoom 
meeting ever (I hope, I hope), at which images based 

on no particular theme were presented and then critiqued. 
When discussing this batch of images the option of choosing 
black and white came up and it was consequently deemed 
that two of the shots were better shown in that mode. 
Through the magic of technology, we changed them. 

On page 16 of this LAMPSletter, 17 wonderful images 
from that evening are displayed. Imagine, a full-page spread 
in the Arts & Letters Club newsletter? Of the many great 
photos submitted, we decided to select only one shot by 
each member who submitted. 

As always, we extend an invitation to all Club members 
to join us. We are a friendly lot and more than willing to 
offer assistance to people keen to explore photography. 
Complicated equipment is not required; many of the group 
are using cell phones now exclusively. This way, you are 
probably already in possession of a great camera. 

We will not meet during July and August, but please 
submit photos to me when you capture something that you 
think others might enjoy and I will share them with the 
group and with the LAMPSletter editor for the September 
edition. With luck, our September meeting will be at our 
beloved Club. 

Details to follow. fultongord@gmail.com
https://www.icloud.com/
sharedalbum/#B0f54DztyGMSu9p

Have a great summer shooting!
Gord Fulton

HotShots

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1 LAMPSletter masthead by Ray Cattell
 Award winners, submitted by members
Page 2 Penelope Tibbles Cookson, submitted by self 
 Front of Club sketch by John Morrow
Page 4 Cartoon by Jason Kieffer
 Stephen Runge, publicity photos
Page 5 Barbara Luedecke, photo submitted by self
Page 6 Jim Hubbard, photo submitted by self
Page 7 Warren Clements, photo by Gord Fulton
 Tim Nau, photo submitted by Tim Nau
Page 8 Josh Welsh, photo submitted by self
 Gord Fulton, photo submitted by self
Page 9 Photos courtesy of Huron County Museum & Historic Gaol
Page 10 Photos of Staff, submitted by staff
Page 12 Photos of Charter Women, courtesy of The Heart of the Club
 Menaka Raman-Wilms, photo submitted by self
Photo 13 Book and film artwork, publicity photos
Page 14 Film artwork, publicity photos
Page 16 Photographs submitted by HotShots
Page 17 Ad lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

Apologies to any artists or photographers whose work 
was inadvertently not acknowledged

LAMPSletter editor:  Anya Orzechowska
Copy editor:  Jane McWhinney

September Issue Deadline: Sunday, August 8

As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted in order of 
receipt as long as space is available. If you wish to include a notice or 
feature, please contact the editor with as much advance notice as possible, 
so that space can be reserved and plan to submit it by the deadline or by 
arrangement with the editor. 

Email submissions to:
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
If you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in advance of your 
deadline. Late submissions cannot be accepted. 

The LAMPSletter is available each month on our website, 
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Reservation / Cancellation / Payment Information

Book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). 
Please specify the event the number of places you require. 

Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are 
required for most events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for 
Monday nights are requested by the end of day the preceding Friday.

Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the 
exception of Special Events and Members’ Dinners, required in advance.

Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance 
of the day of the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some 
exceptions will apply) that have been paid for in advance, provided that the 
cancellation is received in advance.

Ad Lib

Ad Lib’s Got Talent 
Ad Lib will go on a brief hiatus to re-energize for the fall. 

Mark Friday, September 24 on your calendars as, at the very 
latest, the tentative date we are back! But please check out 
the weekly E-Blasts for any updates. There may be a special 
pop-up Ad Lib over the summer to reconnect! Have a great 
summer and take care. 

Remember: 
AD LIB IS YOU! 

http://fultongord@gmail.com
https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B0f54DztyGMSu9p
https://www.icloud.com/sharedalbum/#B0f54DztyGMSu9p
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Literary Table
Antonio Michael 

Downing
Saga Boy

1 pm

Writers’ Circle
6 pm

Closed
Canada Day

Summer 2021

Events requiring reservations are shown in red (meetings via Zoom)
• Book through the website or email: reservations@artsandlettersclub.ca, 
or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify the event 
the number of places you require. 
• Advance reservations are required for most events with meals except 
TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by the end of day 
the preceding Friday. 

• Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the 
exception of Special Events and Members’ Dinners, required in advance.  
• Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in 
advance of the day of the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events 
(some exceptions will apply) that have been paid for in advance, provided 
that the cancellation is received in advance.

Film Night
Legends of the Fall

7 pm

Club Night
Peter Harris

La Belle Epoque
7 pm

LAMPSletter
deadline
Challenge
Deadline

Lit Table
Bob Douglas

Evolution of Slavery & 
Civil War

1 pm

Lit Table
Philip Dombowsky

Walter S. Allward
1 pm

Fête Champêtre
(see inside for details)

Fête Champêtre
(rain date)

TGIF Lunch
(if permitted)

Art Committee
meeting

4 pm

Property Committee
4:30 pm

Board meeting
4 pm

Property Committee
4:30 pm

Board meeting
4 pm

Film Night
Philomena

7 pm

TGIF Lunch
(if permitted)

TGIF Lunch
(if permitted)

TGIF Lunch
(if permitted)

Lit Table
Candas Jane Dorsey
Poet & Sci- Fi novelist

1 pm


