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Jessy Je Young Kim, violin, an up-and-coming violinist 
from Toronto, already has a versatile performance career 
that includes solo, chamber and orchestral concerts. She 
frequently plays with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and 
has won numerous awards and scholarships around Canada, 
including the Hnatyshyn Foundation Developing Artist 
Grant and second prize at the Shean Strings Competition 
in Edmonton. She studies at the Glenn Gould School with 
Jonathan Crow and Barry Shiffman, and was recently named 
a fellow of the Rebanks Family Fellowship Program at the 
Royal Conservatory of Music.

Jessy will be accompanied by Benjamin Smith, piano, who 
is no stranger to the Club. Indeed, his performance is among 
the videos available on the Club’s YouTube site. Ben currently 
serves on the faculties of both the Glenn Gould School and 
the Taylor Young Artist Academy at the Royal Conservatory.

Jessy and Ben will perform works by J.S. Bach, Johannes 
Brahms, and Stephen Chatman, an esteemed Vancouver 
composer.

So, give yourselves a treat! These latest recordings in the 
Club’s video series not only feature performers new to Club 
members but they go beyond the piano for the first time. 

Well worth a listen!
John Stanley
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The Music Committee continues to provide new video 
recordings for the Club YouTube channel, which has 

been a great success. (Alexander Malikov’s recording has had 
over 1,000 views.) The channel thus not only offers some 
musical pleasure for Club members during the COVID-19 
shutdown and maintains our tradition of giving visibility to 
local performers, but has also expanded the audience for these 
artists – and promoted the Club while spreading its reputation 
throughout the globe. The four current videos provide 
recordings by four wonderful pianists whose performances we 
have enjoyed in the Great Hall.

The next two videos, recorded in mid-March, feature two 
performers new to members, as well as welcoming back a 
long-time Club friend. They also document a violin and piano 
duo, a first on our channel. As usual, our performers and their 
repertoire merit your time and attention.

Sheng Cai is a pianist who debuted with the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra when he was fifteen years old. He has 
since performed throughout North America with numerous 
orchestras, as well as in solo engagements. He has been 
featured on CBC Radio as well as on WCLV in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Naturally he also has a number of CDs to his credit. For 
the Club channel, he will perform works by Tchaikovsky and 
Rachmaninov. This performance will be available exclusively 
to Club members.

Music to be enjoyed on YouTube

Link to the Arts & Letters Club YouTube Channel:  here  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgJF9LWV2xTC4a1iNF2Llcg
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The last meeting of the Board 
before the Club closed due 

to Covid-19 was on March 16, 
2020. Four people attended in 
person; the others joined in on a 
conference call. By 4 o’clock that 
afternoon, the news had spread 
that restaurants and theatres 

would be shut down. We immediately faced many unknowns, 
the biggest question being how to take care of our staff. 

Fiona McKeown and Carol Anderson never missed a 
beat in pursuing and obtaining all the government assistance 
available to us. Our Finance Committee came up with the 
debenture plan and members responded quickly with their 
support. We planned for a January opening but gradually 
realized the immensity of the situation. Again and again, we 
have had to learn patience and put our plans aside.

In the midst of the pandemic, N3XT went ahead under 
the leadership of Andy Ross and Mark Huebner. Despite all 
obstacles, they achieved a huge success, making a profit and 
bringing in just over $3,000 for the Art Fund in commissions 
from sales. Once again members were generous in their support 
of N3XT. Judy Raymer Ivkoff also went ahead with the Big 
Classy and that, too, was a success.

Because many of our activities are program-oriented, 
we have been fortunate in offering presentations on Zoom, 
despite Covid-19. The LAMPSletter is full of news as usual 
and, reading it, one would almost think little had changed. 

For LAMPSweek, the five LAMPS Committees presented 
excellent events each evening, with high numbers in virtual 
attendance. The travel series has turned out to be a delightful 
sharing of experiences and will continue through to May. The 
HotShots have had a regular following, thanks to Jack Gilbert 
and Gord Fulton, and Carol Vine continues to guide the Art 
of Conversation. A special thanks to Daphne Maurer, who 
has facilitated many of the Zoom events since last March. We 
are very grateful to all those who have stepped forward to help 

President’s Column

in the events and meetings of the Club. Our staff members, 
Matt Tribe and Matthew Percy will now also be assisting with 
the Zoom events. It has been good to see and hear them again. 
On both April 26 and 29, we will get a delightful taste of the  
Spring Revue. 

As we move ahead towards re-opening, we are thinking 
about a campaign to bring in new members – something that 
had been a high priority before the start of Covid-19! This is 
now more important than ever. Please tell your friends about 
the Club and encourage them to join when we are back up and 
running. 

It is April, the time when we ask many of our members to 
maintain their Club membership. It falls to those of us who are 
members at this time in history to preserve the Club for years 
to come through our continued membership.  I am grateful to 
those of you who have already renewed your membership for 
2021–22. 

Researching the Charter Women members who joined the 
Club between 1985 and 1987 for a booklet about them has 
been a fascinating investigation. It is remarkable to realize the 
volume of new members who were joining the Arts & Letters 
Club at that time.

A small group of Past Presidents recently gathered on Zoom 
to catch up and share our thoughts. John Goddard pointed 
out the importance of capturing this period in history through 
Art. The pandemic, he reminded us, will affect not only our 
generation but at least a couple of generations to come, and 
it is our duty to record the experiences of this time for those 
future generations. We, the artists, are the people who should 
be creating that record through our work. 

Let’s do this. We also welcome ideas for Zoom events.
Finally, it is spring, “when the world is mud-luscious” and 

“puddle-wonderful.” I wish each of you many blessings as we 
celebrate Easter and Passover and other spring festivals. I am 
amazed to realize that the crocuses are blooming again.

Be safe and be well.
Penelope Tibbles Cookson

Spring into Poetry!

It’s April – National 
Poetry Month, a time 
to celebrate poets and 

the art of poetry.

See pages 6–7
for more 

information on 
how the Club is 

celebrating.

The Arts & Letters Club

A meeting place 
in downtown Toronto 
for arts professionals 

and arts lovers

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

http://info@artsandlettersclub.ca
http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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New Contributors

Tim Nau
During the first eleven months of 
the COVID-19 shut-down, Tim 
Nau attempted to relieve the gloom 
a little by every day emailing a short 
essay to his friends and anyone 
else who was interested. They were 
called “Amusements for the Socially 
Distanced” and they were mostly about 

history, the calendar, language, the arts or some combination 
thereof. Thanks to their popularity, Tim has kindly agreed to 
do something similar for the LAMPSletter. 

Jason Kieffer
Jason Kieffer is a cartoonist, native 
Cabbagetowner who has already 
published several books, including four 
on Cabbagetown itself.

He has been drawing comics since his 
first year at the University of Toronto. 
Jason joined the Club in August 2019 
and has been participating mainly in 

weekly life-drawing sessions. We are happy that he will also 
be contributing to the LAMPSletter.

I presume this is the ‘something’ you’ve been making 
all the fuss about.

Club Fees for 2021–22

This has been a difficult year 
for the Club financially, but 

we know it has been very difficult 
for some of our members as well. 
The Board is holding fees at last 
year’s rate, with a discount for 
younger members, who have 
been most severely affected by 
the COVID economy. We are 
confident that the Club will 
support this.

Fee schedule for 2021-22

   Last year This year
          $       $
Student     128      80
Age 19–29     615    415
Age 30–39     880    680
Age 40–49  1,090 1,090
Age 50–64  1,385 1,385
Age 65–89  1,310 1,310
Age 90 and +     585    585
Non-resident     585    585

In their first and second years of membership, fees for those 
in the 20–29 and 30–39 age groups are based on a percentage 
of the rates shown above. This year the fees for this group are 
reduced by a further $200 from their base amount. If you 
would like details, please call Naomi or Cornelia. We have 
also lowered the premium for instalment payments for most 
groups.

The family rate continues at 75% of the appropriate age 
category. This applies to a wide range of family members: 
spouses, parents, children and siblings.

Last, we know that some of our members may continue to 
be affected by the economy in future months. We don’t want 
to lose you! 

Please contact Fiona and we will do our best to accommodate 
you. Alternatively, if you notice that your bank account seems 
healthier because your favourite restaurants and theatres are 
closed, you might consider supporting other members through 
a donation to the Club’s Bursary Fund.

Carol Anderson
Treasurer
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Members’ News

sfumato

David Stones hits book stores 
in April with his new poetry 
collection, sfumato (Blue 
Moon Publishers). With 
exceptional reviews and pre-
publicity, sfumato has already 
been an Amazon bestseller 
and an “Amazon Hot New 
Release” for several months. 
Sfumato, which refers to 

da Vinci’s “smoke-like” interplay of light and shadow in his 
artistic depiction of human flesh, features close to a hundred 
new Stones poems, as well as numerous da Vinci masterpieces 
and sketches. www.DavidStonesPoet.com.

Canadiana Fund

The Canadiana Fund has 
recently accepted Andrew 
Ross’s work Across the Rockies 
and Back (oil on enamel 
on canvas). The Canadiana 
Fund’s purpose is to enhance 
the beauty and significance of 
state areas at Canadian official 
residences through public 
donations of furnishings, 

paintings and objets d’art, or the funds to purchase.

Solare

Janet Hendershot has been 
invited to join a group 
exhibition titled Salon 15 
at Propeller Gallery, on-line 
from March 10 until April 3. 
Solare, acrylic and polymer on 
canvas, has been selected.

William Denton has released an album of a computer-
generated performance of Erik Satie’s cryptic solo piano work 
/Vexations/.
/Sonic Pi Vexations/ is available for listening and download on 
Bandcamp (bandcamp.com).

with Tim Nau

Nau
&

Again

The reason some people call others “fools” on April 1 has to 
do with when the year begins. 

In Republican Rome, the year began on March 1. That’s 
why we have September, which means “seventh month,” as 
the name of what is now the ninth month, and so on with 
October, November and December. 

In the Middle Ages, there were 
many different start-dates for the year. 
In Southern Italy it was September 1 
and in other places it was Christmas 
or Epiphany (January 6). In England 
and much of France, March 25, the 
Feast of the Annunciation, prevailed. 
The idea was that the beginning of 
the Virgin Mary’s pregnancy was the 
beginning of our salvation and hence 
a fitting day to start the year. The 
Annunciation festivities went on for 

a week, ending on April 1. 
In Rome, January 1 was substituted for March 1 by one 

of the emperors and continued to be New Year’s Day when 
the popes assumed control. Later, the popes made January 1 
universal in Europe.

However, some people were slow to learn. They continued 
to celebrate on March 25 and were still whooping it up on 
April 1. Such people were branded by the January First crowd 
as “April Fools.”

Thank You, Tim
During a lockdown one needs a reason to get out of bed 

in the morning besides coffee and a chance to swear at the 
morning paper. For the past year Tim Nau’s “Amusements for 
the Socially Distanced” have provided the best possible reason. 

Travel diaries, history notes, saints’ days, the secret lives of 
words – all these and more have made for lively and informative 
reading. To paraphrase Samuel Johnson: “Sir, the man who 
is tired of Tim’s Amusements is tired of life, for there is in Tim’s 
Amusements all that life can afford.”

From Sandy Leggatt, in the name of many of Tim’s friends

And, so, it is to be celebrated that Tim’s “Amusements” will 
now appear in the LAMPSletter. Above is Tim’s first Nau & 
Again contribution.
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with Warren Clements

The challenge was to alter the name of something grow-able and 
define its new identity. The winner is Kathleen McMorrow: 

Courvette: Fastest squash on the market. (Kathleen McMorrow)

Eggpant: Out-of-shape purple vegetable. (Wendy Boyd)

Ruta bagel: A healthier alternative. (Ernie Kerr)

Dandeloins: Essential to the sex lives of vegetables. (Bill Aide)

Poisson ivy: An underwater vine that causes nasty rashes in fish. 
(Carol Anderson)

Daffy-dills: Tangy, green cartoon ducks that grow in a jar. (Tim 
Morawetz)

Pleas: Small green balls request release from pods. (Wendy Boyd)

Plea: Just eat me raw! Don’t throw me into boiling water. 
(Kathleen McMorrow)

Bunions: Make me cry. (Marjut Nousiainen)

Parsons-nips: Minor clerical bibulosity. (Bill Aide)

Parse snips: The grammatical cackle is cut short. (John Rammell)

Car rot: Ralph Nader’s nemesis. (Ernie Kerr)

Celerity: Stock salad plant that grows like the blazes. (Bill Aide)

Sleek: National symbol of Wales, after a designer rebranding. 
(Kathleen McMorrow)

Spinache: How one feels after an hour on an exercise bike. 
(Wendy Boyd)

Grrr-ahhh-ssss: The first green growth in your lawn that’s chillin’ 
out while the weather warms up. (Tim Morawetz)

Collar greens: Plant-based fashion. (Ernie Kerr)

Challenge 23: Alter the name of a lead character from any well-
known movie, play or book, and explain how this might affect 
the work E.g. Drabula was so boring he had trouble seducing 
his victims. Harry Porter found he was supposed to carry all 
the suitcases at Hogwarts. The prize is a choice between The 
Full Mountie and Gulliver’s Day Trip, compilations of entries to 
the Globe and Mail’s erstwhile Challenge column.

Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please note 
the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the word 
“Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday, April 
11, at 8:00 pm.

Website Tour: 
Check These Out!

The Club’s website contains lots of interesting information 
for members and it is all available at the click of a mouse. 

Some can be viewed by the public; these are under the ABOUT 
US tab. Information for members only is under the FOR 
MEMBERS tab after you sign in.

When we launched the 
new design in January, some 
“catch up” was needed to 
bring the Members’ Section 
into line with the rest of the 
website and the appearance 
was somewhat distracting. 
The programming to make 
this happen was scheduled for 
early March, so we are hopeful 
that by the time you read this, 
the website will look seamless.

Need to know when someone spoke or performed at the 
Club, or when a movie was shown? 

Are you inviting someone to give a talk or performance at 
the Club and want to check to see if they have been guests 
previously?

MEMBERS –> Search for previous speakers, etc.

You can find information about members, past, present and 
future.

Wonder if someone famous was a Club member?
ABOUT US –>Historical Register

Need contact information for a current member?
FOR MEMBERS –>Members’ Directory 

Forgotten who our current Honorary Members are? 
ABOUT US –> Honorary Members

Who has recently applied for membership?
FOR MEMBERS –>Postings

Who is on the current Board?
FOR MEMBERS –>Board of Directors

Under ABOUT US, you can also look up Past Presidents, 
and there is a long list of members who received Orders of 
Canada and similar honours.

Continue exploring and please check out the latest art 
exhibitions under ARTS & NEWS!

Carol Anderson

mailto:wscclements%40gmail.com?subject=
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What’s On:   Literary Table

Club Night - Monday, April 5, 7:00 pm
ADRIENNE CLARKSON 

Interviewed by Peter Russell

The Rt. Hon. Adrienne 
Clarkson is a well-known 

stateswoman and journalist 
with too many honours to list. 
Madame Clarkson was the 26th 
Governor General of Canada 
and is universally acknowledged 
to have transformed the office 
during her six years at Rideau 
Hall and to have left an indelible 
mark on Canada’s history. She is 
the bestselling author of the 2014 
CBC Massey Lectures Belonging: 

The Paradox of Citizenship, Heart Matters: A Memoir, Room 
for All of Us: Surprising Stories of Loss and Transformation, 
and a biography of Dr. Norman Bethune. She has made 
the astonishing journey from a penniless child refugee to an 
accomplished broadcaster and distinguished public servant in 
a multi-faceted lifetime and has received numerous prestigious 
awards and honorary degrees in Canada and abroad. 

In 2005, Madame Clarkson co-founded the Institute for 
Canadian Citizenship to help new citizens in Canada integrate 
into Canadian life. In 2006, she established the Clarkson 
Cup, the championship trophy for Women’s Hockey. Since 
2007, she has been Colonel-in-Chief of the Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry. A Privy Councillor and Companion 
of the Order of Canada, she lives in Toronto. 

Peter Russell is a prominent political scientist and 
member of the Arts and Letters Club who has just published 
yet another fascinating book, Sovereignty: The Biography of a 
Claim. He will interview Madame Clarkson about her career.

Tuesday, April 6, 1:00 pm

NATALIE JENNER
How Jane Austen Inspired My Debut Novel

In this talk, Natalie recounts 
how she turned to the works of 

Jane Austen in order to cope with 
an ongoing family medical crisis, 
and then took a trip to England 
to walk in the beloved author’s 
footsteps and attended her very first 
Jane Austen Society meeting. This 
year of “unintentional research” 
culminated in Natalie wanting 
to explore, through a fictional 
lens, how books can connect and 
comfort us in difficult times, and 

how Austen provides unique solace in that regard.

“Sweet, smart escapism” – People Magazine
“Anyone seeking an antidote to contemporary chaos will find a 
welcome respite.” – The Washington Post
“Utterly and wonderfully charming” – Indie Next Great Read

Natalie Jenner is the international and #1 national bestselling 
author of The Jane Austen Society, a fictional telling of the 
start of the society in the 1940s in the village of Chawton, 
where Austen lived. Born in England and raised in Canada, 
Natalie is a former lawyer who also founded Archetype Books, an 
independent bookstore in her hometown of Oakville, Ontario. 
The Jane Austen Society, Natalie’s first published novel, will be 
translated into twenty different languages around the world.

Via Zoom • Please reserve

April 13, 1:00 pm
NATIONAL POETRY MONTH

Spring into Poetry!

It’s April – National Poetry Month, 
a time to celebrate poets and the 
art of poetry. Four of the Club’s 
published poets share their literary 
offerings and allow us a peek into 
their creative lives. 

Join us as we celebrate the work 
of Molly Peacock, Mark Terry, 
Marvyne Jenoff and David Stones.

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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What’s On:   Literary Table
Via Zoom •   Please reserve

Club Night
May 3, 7:00 pm

BRUCE MEYER
How to Build a Poem

Poems are works of verbal 
architecture. Understanding 

how a poem is built is never taught 
in school, and that’s a shame 
because understanding the choices 
a poet makes (“A million things 
happening at once,” as Elizabeth 
Bishop said or “The best words in 
the best order,” as Dante noted) 
helps us to appreciate what a poem 
is trying to tell us. In this talk, 
Bruce Meyer, author of sixty-five 

books (with five more forthcoming this year, mostly poetry) 
discusses the very simple choices, the techniques and the means 
a poet uses to give commonplace language an uncommon life 
that we can hear, visualize and remember.

Bruce Meyer is a Canadian poet, broadcaster and educator 
whose published works include The Golden Thread, Heroes 
and more than five dozen volumes of poetry. Club members 
may recall his lively and informative conversations with CBC’s 
Michael Enright on “How to Read a Poem.”

May 4, 1:00 pm
WILLIAM DEVERELL

Stung

A discussion on William Deverell’s eighth installment in the 
Arthur Beauchamp series, Stung is a political-legal thriller 
with three different perspectives, highlighting the ecological 
catastrophe of the dwindling honeybee population.

William Herbert Deverell is a Canadian novelist, activist and 
criminal lawyer. He is one of Canada’s best-known novelists, 
whose first book, Needles, which drew on his experiences as a 
criminal lawyer, won the McClelland & Stewart Seal Award.

April 27, 1:00 pm

DAVID KENT
Writing the Biography of Margaret Avison

Probably better known among 
writers than by the general 

public, Margaret Avison (1918–
2007) is regarded as one of Canada’s 
finest poets. Although she avoided 
self-promotion, the quality of her 
work led to recognition on many 
occasions, including honorary degrees 
from Acadia University, Victoria 

University and York University, two Governor General’s Awards 
for Poetry (1960, 1990) and the Griffin Prize for Poetry (2003) 
– as well as an Order of Canada (1985). She is best known for 
seven collections of poetry published over nearly fifty years.

David Kent started working on a biography of this extremely 
private writer long before her death in 2007 and has first-
hand experience of the many fascinating issues confronting a 
biographer, both before and after the death of a subject. The 
challenges, sensitivities and detective work required could fill a 
book by themselves.

David A. Kent, retired professor of English at Centennial 
College, is a prolific editor and scholar, with eleven edited 
volumes plus a critical study of the poetry of Margaret Avison 
to his credit. He is also the General Editor of the St. Thomas 
Poetry Series, one volume of which, Richard Outram’s Benedict 
Abroad, won the City of Toronto Book Award.

Tuesday, April 20, 1:00 pm
VICKERY BOWLES

Maintaining a Public Library 
during a Pandemic

Learn how the second-largest public 
library system in North America 

adjusted to the COVID-19 pandemic 
to meet the changing needs of 
Torontonians, including new services 
for the city’s most vulnerable residents.

Vickery Bowles is the City 
Librarian at Toronto Public Library, 
which delivers services through a 
network of 100 branches and online 
channels. She believes passionately in 

the difference public libraries make in the lives of individuals, 
in communities and cities. She is the Past Chair of the Urban 
Libraries Council based in Washington, D.C.

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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Beginnings/Endings Exhibition

The following Club artists acted as jurors for the Beginnings/
Endings Exhibition. We thank them for their work on this.

Judy Raymer Ivkoff
“I am a sculptor. My subject 
matter centres on the natural 
physical environment. The 
materials I use are stone, 
wood and metals worked in 
combinations using hand 
tools. My work ranges in size 
from large outdoor works 
to small intimate handheld 
pieces. The notations and 
drawings I make on location 
year-round become part of my 
progression into sculpture. I 
am an OCA Graduate with 
further studies in Italy and the  
USA.”

Peter Marsh
“As an artist I find that my 
most significant works are 
those which are seeking new 
meaning for me and perhaps 
many others. My particular 
interest is understanding 
how reality is perceived in 
terms of understanding 

visual representation, in which 
case my works are somewhat 

abstract, like the piece displayed here. However, traditional 
Canadian landscape painting also has me in its firm grip.”

What’s On: Visual Arts

Members’ Spring Exhibition

We are grateful to John Inglis and Alan Stein for agreeing to 
jury the Members’ Spring Exhibition. Thank you both.

John Inglis
“I have been inclined toward 
drawing and painting from 
an early age. In 1952, at 
the age of 21, I graduated 
from a four-year Drawing 
and Painting program at the 
Ontario College of Art. 

“Following this, I slowly began 
to find my art-making way within the rapidly changing visual 
art scene. The small figure in much of my work can be taken as 
engaging in a quest for meaning in our contemporary cultural 
world of radical transition from former traditional values. The 
figure follows paths through primary natural landscapes that 
provide settings for the fundamental nature of the quest at this 
juncture between world views.”

Alan Stein
After studying at Humber 
College and New School of 
Art Toronto, Alan received an 
OAC grant to study privately 
under Patrick Reytiens OBE, 
head of Fine Art Central 
School of Art, London, 
England. 

Later he studied fine printing 
with Bill Poole. In 1988 Alan 
established his painting studio 
and the Church Street Press in 
Parry Sound. 

At the Church Street Press, 
Alan designs and hand-prints 
limited edition books featuring 

his own wood engravings. Over the years, Alan has exhibited 
his books and paintings in public galleries in Canada. He has 
received many awards, including a First Prize for Book Design 
in Canada from the Alcuin Society. 

In 2005 Alan started exhibiting with the Roberts Gallery in 
Toronto, with solo exhibits every two years, and in 2014 with 
Christina Parker Gallery in St. John’s, NL.

Winter Dreams

A photo of myself in my cottage studio 
printing on small proof press

Juror Profiles: Qualified People for a Difficult Job

Root Force
Media: Limestone, bronze

Naked Text
Media:  Watercolour

Speakers, Events, Presentations, Topics 
for Club Nights

This spring, we have a few open Club Nights just waiting 
for your ideas. Please let us know if you have something you 
would like to see presented on Zoom or if you would like 
to create a presentation. Let’s do some brainstorming. We 
welcome all your ideas. Please respond by e-mailing Fiona 
McKeown at manager@artsandlettersclub.ca

mailto:manager%40artsandlettersclub.ca%20?subject=
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What’s On: Visual Arts

Continuing Exhibitions
Members’ Exhibition: Beginnings/Endings

Current Exhibitions
April 11: Members’ Spring Exhibition
•  Intake: March 10 to Friday, April 9
•  Members may submit up to two pieces
•  Please send your entries to felicity.somerset@rogers.com and 
   mark@huebner.com
•  Jurors: Alan Stein and John Inglis 

Upcoming Exhibitions
May 9: Members’ Photography Exhibition
•  Intake: from Sunday, April 11, to Friday, May 7
•  Members may submit up to two pieces
•  Please send your entries to:
 felicity.somerset@rogers.com and 
 mark@heubner.com
•  Jurors: Judith Davidson Palmer and Jack Gilbert

Club Night: Monday, May 17, 7:00 pm
Marianne Fedunkiw: The Sonderkommando 
Photos: Contextualizing, Inspiring, and Bearing Witness

In the Studio
For the safety and well-being of artists and models, there will 
be no painting or life-drawing in the studio this month. 

April 21, 7:00 pm via Zoom • Please reserve

The Trial of the Chicago 7 (2020)

Golden Globe winner for Best Screen Writer, Aaron 
Sorkin’s The Trial of the Chicago 7 is a powerful and 

enthralling drama about the 1968 protest at the Democratic 
Convention. A talented ensemble cast, including Sacha 
Baron Cohen as Yippie ringleader Abbie Hoffman and Eddie 
Redmayne as Tom Hayden, the co-founder of Students for 
Democratic Society, demonstrates not only their struggle 
with the Chicago Police and the legal system but the deep rift 
within the movement itself. Some viewers may find some of 
the language offensive.

Available on Netflix.
Please watch the film, then tune in on Zoom for the 

discussion. Register in advance to receive the Zoom link.

Film Night

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, April 21, from 
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.
Interested members are 
invited to contact Carol 
Vine at:
carolvine@bell.net 
for the topic and the Zoom 
invitation. 

Art of Conversation

One of the new features on 
the Club website allows Club 
members to read submissions 
from the Writers’ Circle. 

These pieces can be accessed 
by logging into the new site, 
going to the menu tab “For 

Members” and scrolling down to “Writers’ Circle.” The 
page will be refreshed each month – replacing one or two 
items with new pieces, so that all writers have a chance to 
feature their work and the page remains ever-green. 

Members and guests with an interest in writing fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry and drama are always welcome at the 
Writers’ Circle, which meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 pm.  

The next meeting is on Tuesday, April 20, via Zoom. 
Contact:  Martin Jones at martin800@live.com

Writers’ Circle

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
mailto:carolvine%40bell.net?subject=
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HotShots Photography

photo by Jack Gilbert

The HotShots photography group held a “Great minds 
don’t think alike” Zoom gathering to discuss and 

critique 30 images on the technique called CLOSE-UPS. The 
submissions ran the gamut from a selfie of an eye, bark on 
trees, ice patterns on windows, to a soon-to-be-eaten breakfast.

First choice went to Bill Michelson for the trees laden with 
new snow and second to Gord Fulton for the meandering 
branch in Kew Gardens.

It was decided that, for now, the monthly challenge should 
be taken as homework. In other words no submissions please 
from your files. Those shots are fine for the upcoming show 
where anything goes. (More on that topic later.)

Next month’s challenge will be a departure for us. You are 
invited to submit three images of the same thing, place, or 
person from different perspectives. 

Send to: fultongord@gmail.com by 5 pm Monday, April 5, 
for discussion at a Zoom meeting on April 8 at 6:30 pm.

If you have never participated before and would like some 
feedback on your photos, please join in; we are a friendly 
bunch. 

photo by Bill Michelson
The photo was taken of the pattern formed by the branches in a thicket of trees 
in the conservation area just north of Rosedale Valley Road. I called it December 
25 because it was a white Christmas morning this year, which accentuated the 
pattern formed by the branches.

photo by Gord Fulton
I was on the way to Kew Beach looking for photo ops and saw this tree in Kew 
Gardens. Apparently if you live near the Gardens you know of the tree with the 
meandering branch. I took several shots to arrive at this composition.

All Club members are invited to 
submit photos for the annual 

Photography Show, to be posted in the 
on-line gallery on the Club website from 
May 10 to June 5 (perhaps longer).

Submissions (up to two digital 
images) will be received between April 
18 and May 5. Images of other people’s 
art (i.e., a photo of another artist’s 
sculpture) will not be accepted. The 
show will be juried by two individuals, 

using the Club’s established rating system.  
Please submit in high resolution (large format), along with 

the name of artist, image name, media, size and price, if for 
sale. (The Club takes a 20% commission.) Send images and 
the accompanying information to both:

Felicity Somerset at felicity.somerset@rogers.com and 
Mark Huebner at mark@huebner.com
The official opening will be celebrated via Zoom on Monday, 

May 17, at 7:00 pm. Marianne Fedunkiw has agreed to speak 
on four photographs from the Ryerson collection taken by 
inmates in Auschwitz in 1944. 

Annual Photography Show

mailto:fultongord%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:felicity.somerset%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:mark%40huebner.com?subject=
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Taking a Trip Through the Eyes of Club Members

Travel in the Time of Covid
7:00 pm via Zoom • Please reserve

Saturday, April 10

Tamara Anson Cartwright
Roman Holiday

Discover the hidden places and exceptional views of Rome.  
Enjoy the quiet streets of Trastevere and along the way, learn 
how to order an Italian coffee and traditional Roman foods. 

View of Via dei Fori Imperiali. 

Sue and Peter Russell
Down the Mississippi

“We gambled and took a river cruise during the first week of 
March, 2020. And we are so glad we did. We lived to tell this 
tale of fun, relaxation, history, entertainment, exploration and 
great pleasure cruising down the Mississippi River on a Paddle 
Wheeler.”

The Creole Queen

Saturday, April 24

Vipin Seghal
Camino de Santiago, Part 1

Vipin tells us: “a friend from Toronto and I started the Camino 
from Pampalona, for hiking and sightseeing, rather than 
religious reasons. I will describe the beautiful places, wonderful 
people, and experiences encountered along the way.

Anya Orzechowska
Indochina during the Pandemic

Although caught by the pandemic, my husband and I travelled 
through Cambodia, Vietnam and Singapore. Crumbling 
ancient temples like Ankor Wat to modern, bustling Ho Chi 
Minh were visited, as well as the stunning karst landscape of 
Ha Long Bay. Along the way, we took a Mekong Delta river 
cruise and ox cart ride, and learned to dodge the motorcycles 
in Hanoi – altogether an unforgettable experience!

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx
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ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: LAMPSletter masthead by Ray Cattell
 Photos submitted by musicians
Page 2: Penelope Tibbles Cookson, photo by Gord Fulton 
 Front of Club sketch by John Morrow
Page 3: Tim Nau, photo submitted by Tim Nau
 Sketches by Jason Kieffer
Page 4: Tim Nau, photo submitted by Tim Nau
Page 5: Warren Clements, photo by Gord Fulton
page 6–7: Adrienne Clarkson, books, from website
 Natalie Jenner, Vickery Bowles, Bruce Meyer, photos
 submitted by Lit Committee
 Margaret Avison, photo from Toronto Star
Page 8: Photos submitted by individual artists
Page 10: Photos by Jack Gilbert, Bill Michelson, Gord Fulton

 Statue of photographer, photo by Anya Orzechowska
Page 11: Photos submitted by presenters
Page 12: Ad lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

Apologies to any artists or photographers whose work 
was inadvertently not acknowledged

LAMPSletter editor:  Anya Orzechowska
Copy editor:  Jane McWhinney

2021 Robert Beardsley Award 
for Young Playwrights open for 

submission until May 5
Funded and presented by The Arts and Letters Club of 
Toronto Foundation, this award is granted to a full-time 
secondary or post-secondary student within the GTA for the 
creation of a one-act play script.

Playwrights must be under the age of 30 at time of 
submission, and residing within the Greater Toronto Area. 
The winner is awarded a monetary prize of $500 and a one-
year membership to the Arts & Letters Club.

Applicants for this award do not need to already be 
members of the Playwrights Guild of Canada. Playwrights 
applying for this award who are not PGC members will 
receive a PGC Student Membership once their submission 
has been received. A shortlist of the best three entries will be 
announced in September 2021. The winner will be announced 
during the Tom Hendry Awards in October 2021.

For more submission information, see https://
playwrightsguild.ca/award-submissions/robert-beardsley-
award-submission/

2k21: A Virtual Spring Revue
Monday, April 26 & Thursday, April 29 @ 7:00 pm

As most Club events have had to shift to online this year, 
the Spring Revue has moved online too! While we miss the 
stage dearly, we are happy to present an online edition of 
the Revue for your enjoyment! That means, of course, that 
Spring Revue will be done a little differently this year. Over 
two nights, we will present live readings of your submissions. 
Members in attendance will then vote on scripts to be 
performed on stage for next year’s Revue. Come on out and 
help shape next year’s Revue! We hope to see you there. 

from Josh Welsh, Stage Committee

Call for Spring Revue scripts
What have you been up to during the pandemic? Do you 
have any stories that could be written into a short play? 
The Stage Committee is looking for scripts to be used in 
a virtual reading of this year’s Spring Revue titled “2k21: A 
Virtual Spring Revue!” If you have any ideas, scripts that were 
found while cleaning your house during the pandemic or are 
looking to share your pandemic anecdotes, then send them 
for consideration to:

josh.welsh@hotmail.com 
Monologues, songs, one-hander scripts are also accepted. 
Remember: anything goes!

We Have Winners!
During LAMPSweek, the Stage Committee presented a 

new trivia game called “Who Said It?” over Zoom. Participants 
were given a piece of dialogue, plot, or characteristic from a 
theatrical production or classic film and challenged to guess 
where it came from or who said it. Winners were Susan 
and John Goddard, as well as Warren Clements for an 
honourable mention. 

Ad Lib

Friday, April 16, at 8:00 pm 

Ad Lib’s Got Talent 
Ad Lib’s Got Talent returns on Zoom on Friday, April 
16, at 8:00 pm! Join us for an evening of songs, original 
music, spoken work, and more. Latecomers are more 
than welcome! We will save you a spot in the lineup if 
you would like to perform. You don’t have to be perfect. 
We are a forgiving and supportive group. Please message 
Damon Lum for more information and/or to register. 

 damon_lum@hotmail.com
Events are subject to change. Please check the weekly 

e-blasts for the latest. 
Remember, AD LIB IS YOU! 

Spring Revue

mailto:josh.welsh%40hotmail.com?subject=


April 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
 Good Friday

(office is closed)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Easter Sunday Club Night
Adrienne Clarkson

Interviewed by 
Peter Russell

7 pm

Literary Table
Natalie Jenner

Jane Austen novel
1 pm

Property Committee 
4:30 pm

  HotShots
6:30 pm

Deadline for 
submissions 

for
Spring Exhibition

Travel in the 
Time of Covid
Roman Holiday

& Down the 
Mississippi

7 pm

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Challenge 
entries due

LAMPSLetter 
Deadline

(except Members’ 
News)

Visual Art Online
Spring Exhibition

Art Committee 
Meeting 

4 pm

Lit Committee 
10:30 am

Literary Table
Spring Into Poetry
with Club Poets

1 pm

LAMPSletter
Deadline 

(Members’ News
only)

Ad Lib
Ad Lib’s Got Talent!

8 pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Literary Table
Vickery Bowles

Maintaining a Public 
Library
1 pm

Writers’ Circle
 6 pm

Film Night
7 pm

Art of Conversation
5:30-7 pm

Travel in the 
Time of Covid

Camino de 
Santiago  &
Indochina

7 pm

25 26 27 28 29 30

Club Night
2k21 Virtual Spring 

Revue
7 pm

Literary Table
Biography of Margaret 

Avison
1 pm

Spring Revue 
2k21 Virtual Spring 

Revue
7 pm

Events requiring reservations are shown in red (meetings via Zoom)

May Issue Deadline: 
• for Members’ News: Wednesday, April 14 
• for all other items: Sunday, April 11
As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted 
in order of receipt as long as space is available. If you wish 
to include a notice or feature, please contact the editor 
with as much advance notice as possible, so that space can 
be reserved, and plan to submit it on the deadline or by 
arrangement with the editor. 
Email submissions to:
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
If you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in advance 
of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be accepted. 
The LAMPSletter is available each month on our website, 
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Reservation / Cancellation / Payment Information
You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify 
which events you are booking and the number of places you require. 
Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most 
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by 
the end of day the preceding Friday. 
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of 
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The 
Club prefers payment by Club card, cash, cheque, and debit, and accepts VISA and 
MasterCard. 
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of 
the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that 
have been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance. 

mailto:lampsletter%40artsandlettersclub.ca.?subject=
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