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President’s Column
Goodbye to the old year and welcome the new. I hope all
of you have the good health, the wit and strength to
enjoy the new. Last year was full of good things, with a
few challenges thrown in to make it interesting. A
wonderful year for the Club, made good by all of the
members who made it possible, organizing, participating,
and enjoying. Staff made it run smoothly, fed us well and
served us with good humour. Thanks to the workers.
Sandra Eadie, Malcolm McGrath, Peter Alberti, Rod
Carruthers, Margaret Logan, Michael Spence, Margot
Trevelyan, Hilary Alexander, Gord Fulton, Carol McGirr,
Sophie Rammell, Sid Freeman, Alistair Melhuish,
Jonathan Krehm, David Eng, Ken Flitton, Dorene Seltzer, Michael McKeown,
Barbara Effer, Reg Wallace, Gary Stark, Morna Wales, William Aide, John
Blumenson, Chester Gryski, Peter Fleming, Philip Mathias, Jack McQuaig, Bill
Whiteacre, Betty Trott, Dean Becker, John Jull, Ezra Schabas, Marianne Fedunkiw,
Thomas Gough, Peter Moon, Julian Mulock, George Garlock, Rose Marie Condon,
Michael Symonds, Fran Webster, Rob Prince, Richard Moorhouse, Margaret
Stephenson, Penny Cookson, Bob White, Zora Buchanan, Margaret Spence, Doug
Purdon, John Rammell, Danielle Fraser, Robbie Innes, Lois Becker, George Hume,
Scott James, Wendy Boyd, Marjorie Pepper, Brian Parker, Diane Krüger, Ann
Wallace, Mary-Jane Large, Nancy Kee, John Caldwell, Peter Webb, Sandy Leggatt, Pat
Wardop, Barry Wallace, Olja Müller, Dora Rust-D’Eye, Rollo Myers, Farhad NargolO’Neill, Ray Peringer, Rose Anna Newlove, Lucy Giles, Peter G.S. Large, David
Briant, Kay Montgomery, Peter Hart, Jane Ricketts, Gwen Jones, Jim Hubbard,
Michelle Bouchard, Andrew Sookrah, Margo Hunt, Murray Oliver, Vernon Mould,
Tim Nau, George Edmonds, Diana Hore, John Lawson, Barbara Mitchell, Brad
Darch, Dennis Rose, Peter K. Large, George Kee, Margaret McBurney, Angel Di
Zhang, Ruth Morawetz, Patricia Howard, Heather Strucken, Malcolm Sinclair,
Connie Briant, Bill Buchanan, Jenny Rieger, Ann Schabas, John Ryerson, Michael
Hartley, Karina Rammell, Cherry Carnon, Gwen Jones, Wally Coulthard, Roland de
Corneille, Sheila Donohue, Kathleen Reichelt, Brian Wilkinson, Jim Dooley, Ellen
Edmonds, Joan VanDuzer, James Helik, Walter Buczynski, Jane Champagne, Martin
Hunter, Marvyne Jenoff, Ed Yaghdjian, Paul Hughes, Warren Clements, David SkeneMelvin, Allen Koretsky, Iain Campbell Sanderson, James Norcop, Rudolf Stussi, John
Twomey, Margaret Whittaker, Ken Judd, Alysson Storey, John Hore, Larry Lake,
George Lobb, Margaret Ludwig, Johanna Sedlmayer-Katz, Duggan Melhuish, Helen
Mitchell, Cecil Pace-Asciak ... and many, many more.
What I have done is very risky, it is inevitable I will have forgotten a number of people. All
of those who helped with Doors Open last year, all the Past Presidents who performed in the
Toy Symphony. But read these names and give thanks, these are many of those who have made
the Club the wonderful place it is, who help provide programmes and events we enjoy.
May you all have a wonderful year in 2008.
Lorna Kelly

Burns Supper

Thursday January 24, 2008
What better place to enjoy a wonderful
evening that will include the classic elements
of a fine Scottish Dinner
Haggis, neeps and tatties
accompanied with a bit of scotch if that is to
your taste!
An elegant dinner with wine,
and a dram of Drambuie to finish off.
All of this wonderful food is only part of a
special evening with Malcolm Sinclair, the
genial host and entertainer, his partner
David McKane, singer and raconteur and
accompanied by the wonderful
Ruth Morawetz.
Toasts and Responses by
talented Club members.
Bagpipes and kilts!
How can it get any better!
Seating is limited, reservations are essential.
Reservations as of January 3, 2008, for
members and one guest, until Thursday
January 10. After this date members may
reserve for additional guests.
Cost is $65.00
Cash bar opens at 6:00 p.m.
Dinner is at 7:00 p.m.

WHISKY WITH ROBBIE BURNS
Single Malt Whiskies from the top five
distilleries in Scotland along with a
Mystery Malt will be nosed and tasted
under the guidance of our own Bill
Whiteacre in the Boardroom on
Thursday the 24th of January 2008
at 5:15 SHARP.
Price $20.00
Admission restricted to the first 23 to
book with Naomi.
Please book and pay for your Burns
Supper separately.

Members News
On January 17, 2008, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.,
The Canadian Society of Painters in
Watercolour will honour ten of its life
members with a special Official
Reception at the showing of their work
at the John B. Aird Gallery, first floor
in the MacDonald Block, 900 Bay
Street, Queens Park. At the reception
these artists will be honoured by well
known author Kildare Dobbs who
will be the evening’s opening speaker.
The exhibition will run from January
8 to February 1, 2008. Ray Cattell
will exhibit 4 watercolours, and Pat
Fairhead will also be exhibiting.
John McKellar has been appointed as
Chair of the Toronto Arts Council. A
past president of the Club, John is a
well known lawyer and very active
volunteer in the arts community. Of
the appointment John said “I am very
excited to be working more closely
with the TAC which is doing such
good work for the arts in Toronto—
my city, where I have always lived and
worked.”
Ed Yaghdjian was among those Club
members elected to membership in the
Ontario Society of Artists.
Congratulations!
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill had the
unveiling of his latest work Corpus et
Spiritus on December 4 at the Catholic
Education Centre in Aurora. His
Grace, the Archbishop of Toronto,
Thomas Collins officially unveiled the
contemporary abstract work of
religious sculpture which was
commissioned by the Director of
Education for York Catholic, Susan
LaRosa, on behalf of the YCDSB. This
wonderful event was very well
attended, and included the
highlighting of the involvement of six
top art students from the Board who
competed for the opportunity to
apprentice to Nargol-O’Neill on this
project. The sculpture is a permanent
piece that will grace the CEC for
generations to come. The work is
viewable online
www.ycdsb.ca/Corpus_Spiritus
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George Kee, Nancy Kee, and Peter
Russell are hosting an exciting
Churchill Society dinner and show at
the Club on Wednesday, January 23.
Creative director and designer, Nigel
Smith will do a presentation of
“Churchill’s Visual Cues—a unique
perspective on Churchill’s life as a
journey through spectacle and
pageantry.” Club members are
welcome. For reservations call
416-977-0956 ext 2232.
Members and guests are cordially
invited to the launch of Tom
McNeely’s book 50 Years of Visual Arts
on Sunday, January 20, 2008,
2 p.m.–4 p.m. in the Great Hall.
Angel Di Zhang’s presentation Art in
China, first presented this summer at
Ad Lib, has been broadcast with an
interview on OMNI television. Art in
China is a personal photographic
journey of the land of her birth,
comprising findings on contemporary
culture and art. The complete text and
images are available at the artist’s
website www.VividArtist.com

New Members
Frank Monte lives in Rochester, New
York. He holds a Masters degree and
studied sculpture and the human form
at the Art Students League in New
York City. Frank has been the
President of the Rochester Art Club
for three years and helped to
coordinate our joint US-Toronto
international art exhibition. He is an
exhibiting artist working in pastel and
oil and an occasional juror for
exhibitions, while also being employed
in the financial services industry.
Frank is sponsored by Zora Buchanan
and Farhad Nargol-O’Neill.
We welcome back to active
membership both Len Hanna and
Bill Belfontaine after brief absences.
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

Obituary
“Remembering Roly”
Roly Pincoe, who died on December 4,
2007 at the age of ninety-seven was one
of the last links with what might be
called the “old” Club. A Club with a
stage tradition that grew out of
connections with the Hart House
Theatre, participation in the Dominion
Drama Festival and, of course,
production of the Napier Moore Revues.
As Stage Manager through scores of
productions Roly’s method was to lead
quietly, by example. He insisted that
tradition be honoured, that stage
protocol be followed and “good
enough” simply would not do. He was
a great teacher of stagecraft and a
master of the ingenious solution. It is
significant that in a Club where
keeping some measure of control over
members has been compared to
“herding cats,” his authority was never
questioned. Roly simply and quietly
said “I think that we should do it this
way.” We did, and it always worked.
Roly was the captain of a ship with a
crew that would follow him anywhere.
Over the years he was the author of
some startling effects. Rockets were
launched into space. A nude garden
statue sprang miraculously to life at the
touch of a giant bumble-bee, and Little
Eva, in a harrowing scene, crossed the
flowing, icy river. The stage crew
always believed that if Roly had been
presented with a script that included
the Halifax Explosion, he would
simply assume that it could be staged.
Roly’s business career was in
banking, where with typical precision
and attention to detail he managed the
supplies of stationary, printing,
furniture etc. required to keep a large
corporation functioning. His heart
however, was backstage in the dim
lighting of the world of flats, risers, fly
lines and stage-braces. Those who knew
him and loved him still meet him, on
patrol, on the dark cat-walk and in the
far recesses of his world while the bright
lights play on the show out front.
Jim Hubbard

Calling all Thespians and Interested
Members for the 2008 Spring Revue!

Obituary
Ken Purvis
Ken Purvis came to this country at
the age of 17 from Tynemouth, a
fishing village in northern England.
He became an avid Canadian, an avid
Torontonian and an avid Arts and
Letters member. Ken was a regular and
vocal attendee at the Literature Table,
held strong views on the current
architectural scene, regularly attended
the Music lunches and bought works
from many of our painting members.
On the Toronto scene, Ken
contributed an annual prize for the
best portrait at the City’s outdoor art
exhibition, did readings for the CNIB,
was a Big Brother and an executive for
the United Way. On the larger scene,
Ken donated his country property at
Dagmar to the Oak Ridges Morraine
Land Trust, to be held, unspoiled, in
perpetuity for future generations.
Ken thoroughly enjoyed his life and
will be missed by his many friends. His
memory will be celebrated at the Club
early in the New Year.

There will be a read through of the proposed skits for the 2008 Spring Revue in the
Studio on Tuesday, January 8 at 7:00 p.m. The 2008 Revue will feature “Golden
Oldies” from past revues, in tribute to the Club’s 100th year. The Revue will take place
from Tuesday April 22 to Saturday, April 26. Everyone who would like to take part in
this historic revue, either onstage or backstage, is invited to the meeting on January 8.
M.V. Spence, Producer

Plaque Marks Little-Known Grave of
Vimy Memorial Designer By Peter Moon

John Sullivan

Nominations
Committee
Is accepting nominations for next
years Executive Committee

Positions to be filled:

Vice-President
Vice-President, House
Counsel
6 Board positions (one of whom to
be Recording Secretary)

Please approach the Chair of the
Committee, Malcolm McGrath, or
any of the other Committee members
or Lorna Kelly, President, if you have
an interest or nomination.

Nomination Committee
members:
Zora Buchanan, John Caldwell, Rod
Carruthers, Sophie Rammell.

Lt. Col. Scott Allward, great-grandson of Walter Seymour Allward, with Lorna
Kelly, Bill Whiteacre and Margaret McBurney.
An historical plaque to honour and mark the little-known grave site of Walter
Seymour Allward, designer of the Vimy Memorial, has been unveiled in the
cemetery of St. John’s Anglican Church in North York.
Allward died in 1955 and until now no historical marker recognized his final
resting place near the busy intersection of Yonge Street and York Mills Road. The
plaque was placed by the Fort York branch of the Royal Canadian Legion and
unveiled by his great-grandson, Lt. Col. Scott Allward, an air force helicopter
pilot. Among those attending the ceremony were club president Lorna Kelly, Bill
Whiteacre and past-president Margaret McBurney.
Allward’s design for the Vimy Memorial to honour the 66,000 Canadians who
died in the First World War was selected from more than 160 submissions. “In the
summer of 1936, when the magnificent Vimy Memorial was unveiled by King
Edward VIII,” Margaret told the small gathering at the unveiling, “the Toronto
Star gave the event glowing, two-page coverage—but they failed to mention the
sculptor who created it. “
Allward, a founding member of the Arts and Letters Club, devoted 14 years to
the erection of the monument, yet his dedication was quickly forgotten and he
received little recognition over the years.
“However, if we wait long enough,” Margaret said, “sometimes good things
happen. Six years ago the federal government named Allward a National Historic
Person. A suitable acknowledgment at long last.”
The placing of the plaque by the Legion at his grave site adds to his belated
public recognition, she said, “…and for this I thank you.”
January 2008
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LOOKING BACK

Sid Johnson card/club archives

Sid Johnson, known professionally as
Sid Lorraine, was world-famous in
magic circles and a much loved
member of the club. At the memorial
service held after his death in 1989,
past-president John Irwin wrote that
in the many Spring Revues in which
Sid appeared “he would stop the show:
audience applause would be so
prolonged that it would be impossible
to start the next act.” Sid was also
known for the fascinating Christmas
cards which for fifty years he designed
and sent to his lucky friends and
colleagues.
A few weeks ago, one of these
friends, Al Crawford, phoned me to
ask if the club would be interested in
receiving some of Sid’s treasured
Christmas cards. I promptly invited Al
and his wife, Norma, to the club to
discuss this. Today, thanks to the
Crawfords’ generosity, the club is the
grateful owner of several of them.
They are now safely ensconced in our
archives, along with the two Johnson
cards we already had on file.
Sid was a talented artist and a
devoted magician. By the time of his
death, he had become art director of
the Toronto engraving firm, Rapid,
Grip and Batten, and was world

famous in magic circles for “rendering
magic into words and depicting it with
art.” He had been a longtime member
of the International Brotherhood of
Magicians and had founded the Hat
and Rabbit Club in Toronto. His
friend, Bill Swinton, recalled that
“unlike some people (not, of course, at
the A&L) Sid had sticky fingers...
[and] on occasion he could pluck
things, hitherto unnoticed, from his
(or our) vestments.... he had dexterity
in his digits, magic in his eyes, and
melody in his mouth.”
During World War II, when mail to
and from friends in the armed forces
was often censored, Sid’s 1941
Christmas card contained words that
were blacked out. The recipient was
asked to cut out the marks of the
censor’s pencil and then fold the card
so that the words FROM, SID, LOR,
RAINE, showed through the spaces.
The other cards now in our possession
are equally ingenious and often very
funny but need to be seen in order to
be adequately appreciated. Perhaps one
of these days we might exhibit them in
the club so that present day members
could see and enjoy them.
Margaret McBurney

Obtaining Club Insignia

MUSICAL NOTES

With the Club’s 100th anniversary impending, some
members have expressed interest in obtaining club
insignia such as lapel pins, men’s neckties etc. Naomi
Hunter has a few neckties ($30.00) but presently no
other items. The original supplier is no longer in business
but another maker has been found. Look for information
about items and prices in the next LAMPSletter. If there
is sufficient demand, pins would be available in February.
In the past, the Club has offered lapel pins, men’s
neckties and Ascots, club crests for blazers, brooches for
Charter Women, and wristwatches. Recent suggestions:
umbrellas, silk scarves, rings, key fobs, stationery,
shopping/book bags, playing cards, mugs and wine
glasses. (The club originally had crested china and silver).
Stuart Marwick is working on this and would like to
receive expressions of interest and ideas. Please speak to
him (e.g. at Friday lunch) or e-mail at
smarwick@sympatico.ca.

With the huzzahs still resounding in the Great Hall for the
riotous rendition of the Toy Symphony, the musical
celebrations for our centennial year are off to a rousing start.
Congratulations to organizer Pat Wardrop, Maestro Ezra
Schabas and all the Past Presidents who played the solo toys!
Musical centennial celebrations continue this month at
Club Night January 14 with the University of Toronto’s
Faculty of Music MacMillan Singers, conducted by Doreen
Rao. The evening will pay tribute to one of the major figures
in Canadian music, Sir Ernest MacMillan, who was a longstanding member of the Club and served as President.
Robbie Burns will have an extra celebration at the Club
this year. One day before our annual Burns Supper (January
24) and two days before Burns’ birthday (January 25), the
irrepressible Aldeburgh Connection will present a Concert
Party for Robert Burns at Music Wednesday, January 23. Four
up-and-coming young singers will present settings of Burns
poetry, all accompanied by Stephen Ralls at the Steinway.
Jim Norcop
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Small Works Show Thanks
Thanks to Chinkok Tan, our guest juror;
and James Hewson, designer of the show
in the Great Hall, assisted by Lesley
Fairfield, Robbie Innes, Marvyne
Jenoff, Margaret Ludwig, Farhad
Nargol-O’Neill, Marjut Nousiainen,
Kathleen Reichelt and Jessica Virdo. In
the Lounge our Curator Barbara
Mitchell arranged a selection of works
from our growing Club Collection,
assisted by Vernon Mould.

Open House and Sale of Small
Artworks and Books
There were just over 60 members of the
public; 10 paintings and 58 books/CDs
sold. The Club artists and authors who
exhibited thank Marvyne Jenoff for all
the preparatory work she did to make
sure the event went smoothly.

Housekeeping
When filling in the Forms to Accompany
Artwork, artists are asked to provide the
size of the image only, height followed by
width, in inches. This information will be
copied onto the identification tags when
the work is hung, so that complete
information is available when the works
and tags are photographed for the website.
Studio artists are asked to remove any
finished and dry artwork from the
Studio. Artwork is not to be stored in the
Club. The Club takes no responsibility
whatsoever for artwork left in the Studio,
and the work will be removed and
disposed of if it is deemed to have been
left beyond the time specified.

News
The Curator and the Art Committee are
pleased to announce the recent purchase
for the Club’s collection of a water colour
by Doug Purdon titled Before the World
Changed. This view of a street scene in
New York City was exhibited in his oneman show at the Club in October.
The Fred Victor Mission has
written to thank us for our donations
of art materials for their program.
More art materials would be welcome
on an ongoing basis. They can be
called to arrange a pick-up.

Outdoor Sketching

Do you have an open Saturday or
Sunday during April to October when
you would be willing to host a fun
loving group of artists and other Club
members? All you need is a suitable
place to sketch near your home, cottage
or farm. Participants bring food, wine,
laughs and their appreciation. Please
call Frances Webster at 416-222-1929
for further information.

Trip to Malta
The trip to Malta is ON. Many thanks
to all who expressed interest and
especially to those who have signed up
for the trip. It will prove to be an
exciting and entertaining excursion as
the period May 27–June 10 is excellent
weather wise, as is the scenery for
painters and photographers. The chosen
hotel fronts on the inland harbor across
from the bastions of the historic old city
of Valletta. Any further interest in
joining us, please contact Cecil PaceAsciak at cpa0442@rogers.com.

Calls for Entry
Members by Members Show, January
7–25, 2008. Club artists may enter up to
3 paintings, drawings, photographs, or
sculptures of fellow members completed
within the past two years. Please refer to
the current Exhibition Guidelines
available on the piano in the Lounge.
Works are to be delivered to the club
from 9 a.m.–10 a.m. on Saturday,
January 5, 2008. Jurying will commence
at 10 a.m. The jurors will be Peter G.S.
Large, Julian Mulock, and Sylvia
Singer. The Show Opening is on
Monday, January 7. For further
information contact Olja Müller at 416489-2024, oljamullerartist@total.net.

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS
For the 100 Pieces of Art Show,
February 25–March 14, the Art
Committee will be providing sheets of
paper on which all members are
invited to create any kind of art—
writing as well as drawing or painting.
The entries will be juried and 100
pieces selected. These will be installed
and a silent auction will be held. The
paper will be available in January—

watch for the announcement. Jurying
and installation: Saturday, February 23.
Zora Buchanan
Art Committee Chair

Please note the NEW
menu pricing effective
January 1, 2008
Club Night
Lit lunch
Music Lunch
TGIF Lunch
Members Dinner
Prices include taxes

$20.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$28.00

Centenary
Committee Report
The Centenary Silent and Live Auctions
were incredible successes! Total funds
raised were in excess of $30,000!
The Toy Symphony, presented by the
Music Committee and performed on
Club Night December 10 was a
musical tour de force! Conducted by
Past President Ezra Schabas, to a
packed overflow house, with John Jull
at the piano, and Past Presidents,
Ernest Sirluck, Lyman Henderson,
John McKellar, Margaret McBurney,
Julian Mulock, Peter Hart, Don
Pounsett, Michael Spence and Pat
Hume, all on assorted toy instruments!
By popular demand they will be
performing again at the Centenary
Dinner Wednesday, March 26, 2008!
Also so far confirmed for the
Centenary Dinner are Warren
Clements’ The Early Years in Words and
Music, Martin Hunter’s Hamlet Meets
His Match, Margaret McBurney’s
updated historical poesy and Lou
Applebaum’s Fanfare by the Faculty of
Music brass! Our entertainment is
designed to showcase the extraordinary
creativity of the Club!
Julian Mulock’s Street Party
Committee is hard at work. Expect to
hear from them!
John Lawson
Chair Centenary Committee
January 2008
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General Manager’s Report

Going Once, Going Twice, Sold

2008… our Centennial year is here!
Our Limited Edition Centennial wine has arrived and
most of the 68 cases purchased by members have flown out
the door. This wine is now available at the bar by the glass or
carafe. Why not raise a glass of celebratory wine at one of the
many Centennial events planned for this year!
Over 500 copies of The Great Adventure have been sold to
members, their families and friends of the Club and we
continue to receive orders on a weekly basis. If you would
like to purchase a book or know a friend that might like to,
order forms are available on our website or in the office.
The year ahead will be an exciting time at the Club. It will
be a great honour and pleasure to be part of this historic time.

The sound of an auctioneer’s hammer was heard over and
over as the Club’s Art Auction Committee held its event on
December 1st. Over 200 lots were sold through the silent
and live auction of art, decorative items and books donated
by Club members and others. Preliminary estimates indicate
net proceeds to be around $30,000. A fantastic result! All
proceeds will go towards the restoration of the LAMPSroom.
I wish to thank the over eighty donors who very
generously gave and to those who attended and purchased
items. A special thanks goes to auctioneer Heather Pigat who
assisted with planning the auction and keeping the bidding
lively throughout the afternoon. Thanks as well to Rudolf
Stussi who designed the beautiful auction poster and
donated signed reproductions, Andrew Sookrah for
designing the bid forms, the many volunteers who assisted
throughout the day and the staff who provided excellent
administrative support and a wonderful reception.
Finally, I wish to thank my committee members who did
an admirable job over a nine month period. Congratulations
go to John Blumenson, Bill Buchanan, Zora Buchanan,
Danielle Fraser, Gord Fulton, Barbara Mitchell, Sue
Russell and Brian Wilkinson for a job well done!

Fiona McKeown, General Manager

Artwork Credits
Page 1:
Page 1:
Page 1:
Page 3:
Page 4:
Page 7:
Page 7:

President’s drawing by Sevier
Club Masthead was designed by Ray Cattell
Robert Burns image courtesy Lorna Kelly
Allward photograph by Peter Moon
Looking Back Illustration courtesy the Club archives
Film Night image courtesy David Eng
Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

Richard Moorhouse, Chair, Auction Committee

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Writers Table

Music Wednesdays

On Friday January 4, 2008, Florence Gibson will share with
us a presentation that is known to be informative as well as
entertaining on Structure and Subtext. Writers will delight in
this knowledge and non writers will appreciate the
development of scripted theatre.
Florence Gibson’s award winning published scripts include
Belle and Home is My Road. Florence is currently working on
new plays and a novel called Stout.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Poetry Group

Seasoned professionals in a delightful programme
Wednesday, January 16

JANE LEVITT AND FRIENDS

Viola, piano and mezzo-soprano combine in Schubert’s
Arpeggione Sonata, “Adieu Babylon” by Rabionovitch, Brahms
songs for mezzo and some unaccompanied Bach for viola
Wednesday, January 23

ALDEBURGH CONNECTION DISCOVERY

The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, January 8th 2008
in the LAMPSroom at 3 p.m.
“Poetry That Is Heartfelt at Deep Core Level…” will be the topic.
Celebrated writer, noted entrepreneur, and an advanced
International Toastmaster speaker,

LAURA KLASSEN, soprano KATARZYNA SADEJ, mezzo
PAUL WILLIAMSON, tenor PHILIP KALMONOVITCH, baritone
STEPHEN RALLS, piano

will tell us her view of the Poetic experience and its critical
impact on our own, and the lives of others. Not to be
missed!!! For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922.

Wednesday, January 30 THE MERCER DUO
AKEMI MERCER, violin RACHEL MERCER, cello
The popular sisters return in a programme of duos for violin
and cello by Ravel and Kodaly.

ZOE CHRISTO
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Wednesday, January 9

JULIAN KNIGHT, violin MARC DI RUGGIERO, piano

January 2008

“A CONCERT PARTY FOR ROBERT BURNS”

Settings of Scottish texts of Burns and Sir Walter Scott by
Schubert, Schumann and Ravel

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Monday, January 7

ART OPENING: MEMBERS BY MEMBERS SHOW
Billie Bridgman, Executive Vice President of Artscape,
will speak on the role of the artist in society.
Monday, January 14

MACMILLAN SINGERS

University of Toronto, Faculty of Music
Doreen Rao, conductor
Programme in three parts:
“Out of the past” “In the present” “Into the future”
“Past” will be represented by Sir Ernest MacMillan, Healy
Willan, Godfrey Ridout, Harry Freedman. “Present” will be
John Burge and Walter Buczynski. “Future” will be the
winning piece from the Faculty of Music Choral Competition
Monday, January 21

REMEMBERING LOUIS APPLEBAUM, PART ONE

Examples of the wide range of Louis Applebaum’s music
composed for the Stratford Festival, the NFB, CBC and
Hollywood will be screened. (Part 2 will be on Club Night
February 4, 2008.) Presented by John Twomey.
Monday, January 28

ART OPENING: 100 YEARS OF ART EXHIBITION

Guest speaker will be Ray Cronin, Acting Director, Art Gallery
of Nova Scotia and Curator of the Sobey Awards.

Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Wednesday, January 9

NOTES ON A SCANDAL (2006)

starring Judy Dench,
Cate Blanchett, Bill Nighy
Director: Richard Eyre Written by:
Patrick Marber based on the novel by
Zoë Heller Music: Philip Glass
Two women teachers become friends at a comprehensive
school in London. When the older teacher discovers the
younger one having an affair, she exploits the situation for
her own purposes.

Photography Group
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416 594 9009 or gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Ad Lib
January 4, 2008

BAD ART NIGHT
A LA THE GONG SHOW

What makes art good? What makes art bad?
Who is to say and who is to judge? The festivities begin at 7 p.m.,
followed by a staging of that 70s cultural classic, The Gong Show
at 8 p.m., highlighting all who wish to present their own bad art.
All are welcome to bring their own interpretation of bad art for
presentation. Don’t be shy and don’t fear the gong. Hosted by
Kathleen Reichelt and Barry Wallace.
January 11, 2008—JOTO
Ad Lib’s monthly Jammin on the One improv night.
January 18, 2008

THE GREAT CANADIAN WRITE-OFF, CHAPTER TWO

Dust off your quills for the second annual fiction writing
contest by way of Ad Lib. The challenge commences at
8:00 p.m., with a topic, pencils, paper, and a time limit
provided. Who will win this year? Join us earlier at 7:00 p.m.
for casual conversation and beverages. Those who do not
wish to compete are welcome to stay throughout to hear
the readings at 9:30 p.m. Hosted by Barry Wallace.
January 25, 2008

SHORT EXPERIMENTAL ART FILMS AND AUDIO

An evening of short and challenging experimental art films
and audio by contemporary Toronto area artists. Works may
range from 20 seconds to 20 minutes and the artist(s) will be
present. Screening will be in the studio. Line-up to be
announced. For additional information contact Wesley Rickert
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call
416-597-0223 ext. 1, by 10 a.m., each Friday.

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday January 8

DAVID LATHAM

Pre-Raphaelite Romance
Tuesday January 15

GWYNNETH HEATON

On the dynamics behind her book
“All About Me, or is it I? Beware the Wild Pronoun!”
Tuesday January 22

PETER WEBB

The Persons Case
Tuesday January 29

KATHERINE MORRISON
The Diplomat’s Dilemmas

January 2008
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January 2008
Sunday

6

Monday

7
Activities Cttee
Mtg 5:00 p.m.
Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

13

14
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

20

27

21
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

28
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
4

Saturday

1
New Years
Day
Club is
closed

2

3
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

8

9

10
11
LAMPS lunch Painters
Lunch
Reservations TGIF
12 noon
12–1:00 p.m. Ad Lib

12

16
Literary Table Painters
Lunch
Studio
12:00 noon
Music
Centenary Mtg Wednesday
4:00 p.m.
12 noon

17

19

23
Literary Table
Painters
Lunch
Studio
12:00 noon
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

24

Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday—
resumes
January 9

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

Street Party Mtg
10:00 a.m.
Literary Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Literary Table Lunch
12:00 noon
Poetry Gp 3:00 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

15

22

29
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

30
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, January 11, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

5
Art
Hanging

6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
Mtg 1:30 p.m.

Whisky Nosing
5:15 p.m.
Burns Supper
Cash bar
6:00 p.m.
Dinner
7:00 p.m.

18
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

25
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

26
Art
Hanging

31
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
I have read about a survey from
the United Kingdom, where they
analyzed how the population
relates to different forms of art
and entertainment. When I read
anything like this I invariably
relate it to the Club. Of the four
groups they identified, the largest
category were the Univores who
follow pop culture, including
movies. The next biggest group
are the Omnivores. These are
people who go to the ballet, symphony or opera, and also buy
lots of pop culture. Paucivores, the smallest group, are those
who are mostly patrons of the arts, they don’t really care for
contemporary art. They will be at gallery and museum
openings, but importantly they support the arts. The
Inactives are those who are categorized as couch potatoes, and
that is definitely not our members. It seems we are primarily
Omnivores, with a few Paucivores. Aren’t we lucky. I hope the
journalist, Peter Goddard, doesn’t mind me paraphrasing his
article, from Saturday January 5, Toronto Star.
And what has this got to do with our need to reach out to
attract members from Toronto’s diverse cultural community?
At our October Executive meeting we discussed the positive
and negative aspects of the Club. A small group of board
members have been taking the points raised and are planning
an open meeting in the spring to ask for your opinions.
When this is announced I hope you will come to the Club
and answer some of their questions, and give your opinions.
We need more Omnivores.
There will be questions for all of us. But for those who care
deeply about the impact we have had and can have upon the
artistic life of Toronto and Canada we must decide how the
Club can have an impact, and if we truly care about the life of
all the arts in Canada. Let’s try to decide soon.
This month we will get to enjoy the diversity of the Club
as we celebrate LAMPSweek.
We have so much offered to us every month, but this
month it is even more special.
Bring friends to help us enjoy the events and the special
guests arranged for you by all of the committees.
Lorna Kelly

LAMPSweek
February 18–22, 2008

Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)

Monday, February 18 MUSIC
Club Night—Bar 5:30 p.m. dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $24. Payable at the door.
LES AMIS
Lynn Kuo, violin Mariana Humetska, piano
Works by Schubert, Mozart, Ravel and Michael
Pepa. Please see Musical Notes in this issue for
further details.

Tuesday, February 19 LITERATURE

Lunch 12:00 noon. Price $17. Payable at the door.
Anna Porter, Order of Canada recipient and founder
of Key Porter Books, will discuss her newly released
non-fiction book Kasztner’s Train. This work is a
product of extraordinary research and dedication.

Wednesday, February 20 ARCHITECTURE
Lunch 12:00 noon. Price $17. Payable at the door.
A discussion of the environmental side of
architecture i.e. “Green Buildings.”

Thursday, February 21 PAINTING
Lunch 12:00 noon. Price $17. Payable at the door.
Sara Diamond, President of OCAD, will speak on
“Visual Art and Design; creative challenges of
traditional and new media.” The presentation will
explore the ways that emerging artists are
reinvigorating traditional media and are moving
into media arts and digital media. At times these
two trends intersect. Sara Diamond will share
insights about these dynamics, the ways the resulting creative
projects are finding established and new audiences, and some of the
challenges for those who love visual art and design in the current era.

Friday, February 22 STAGE

Sunshine Town, Mavor Moore’s musical, based on
excerpts from Stephen Leacock’s Sunshine Sketches
of a Little Town.
Additional performances: Saturday February 23rd
(evening) and Sunday February 24th (matinee).
Friday & Saturday: Bar 5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Performance 8:00 p.m. Price $24. Payable in
advance. Show Only $8 (balcony seating).
Matinee, Sunday February 24th at 2:00 p.m.
includes coffee & cookies. Price $12.
Payable in advance. Please reserve in advance!

LAMPSweek REWARDS:

A member attending 4 out of 5 presentations will earn a free
lunch voucher to be used before June 30. (Sunday Matinee and
Show Only on Friday or Saturday do not count as a Stage
attendance.)

Members News

New Members

The Canadian Society of Painters in
Watercolour is honouring ten of its life
members with a special showing of
their work at the John B. Aird Gallery.
The exhibition runs to February 1,
2008. Gord Peters, Ray Cattell, and
Pat Fairhead are among those
exhibiting.

Peter Burnell has a Ph.D. in
Classics from the University of
Toronto. He has taught literature at
universities for the past 30 years.
Peter’s interests are in literature and
music. He is currently living and
teaching in Saskatoon, having
recently relocated from Colorado.
Sponsored by Tim Nau and Norma
Rowan.

Pungent Personalities: Arts & Letters
Club Drawings by Arthur Lismer,
1922–43 will open at the Varley
Gallery on January 27 and run to
March 2, 2008. Curated by Club
Archivist Scott James, this exhibition
features a selection of 40 rarely seen
drawings by famed Group of Seven
member Arthur Lismer, created
between 1922 and 1943.
216 Main Street, Unionville.
www.varleygallery.ca (905) 477-9511
Gerald Isaac has conceived, staged
and directed Schwartzspell, a revue
based on the music and lyrics of
Stephen Schwartz from his shows
Godspell, Pippin, Children of Eden and
Wicked. Karina Rammell and Morna
Wales will be appearing in the
production, which takes place on
Friday, February 1 and Saturday,
February 2nd at 8:00 p.m. and on
Sunday, February 3 at 3:00 p.m. in the
gorgeous sanctuary of St. Clement’s
Church, 59 Briar Hill Avenue. For
more information visit
www.coleridgemedia.com/tickets or
call (416) 486-1292.
Jenny Rieger has been appointed to
the Toronto Preservation Board. The
Board is responsible for advising City
Council on matters pertaining to built
heritage. Jenny is the Coordinator of
The Grange, the national historic site
that is part of the Art Gallery of
Ontario and is Co-Chair of the
National Historic Sites Alliance for
Ontario.
Editor:
Copyeditor:
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Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter
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Wallace Edwards was a graduate of
the Ontario College of Art. His
paintings and illustrations are found
in public and private collections. He
is a member of the Canadian Society
of Children’s Authors, Illustrators
and Performers and of Access
Copyright and has received many
awards for his children’s books and
illustrations, including a Governor
General’s Literary Award for
Alphabeasts. His interests are
painting and guitar. Wallace is
sponsored by John Joy and
Margaret Maloney.
James Channing Shaw is a semiretired physician, a graduate of the
Boston University School of
Medicine. He is the author of The
Quotable Robertson Davies published
by McClelland and Stewart. James’
interests are in jazz and wine, in
addition to many scientific articles
and books related to medical
writing. James is sponsored by J.
Ross Robinson and Nona
Macdonald Heaslip.
The Club is pleased to welcome
back to active membership Claudia
Jean McCabe SCA, a graphic
designer, painter and teacher. The
Executive List for 1994–95 is an
example of her work.
We also welcome back Jane
Reynolds who’s interested in theatre
and the visual arts with an acting
background. Returning after a long
interval of therapy following a major
accident, she is now looking forward
to being active in the Club.

Mark
your calendars!
AVIV QUARTET
Saturday March 8, 2008
8:00 p.m. Concert only
Cash Bar opens 7:00 p.m.
Admission no charge
Reservations not required
The Aviv Quartet has performed at
leading venues throughout the
world including Carnegie Hall and
Alice Tully Hall (New York),
Kennedy Center and Library of
Congress (Washington), Sydney
Opera House and Wigmore Hall
(London).
It has won many prestigious prizes
including the Grand Prix and
4 special prizes at the 3rd
Melbourne International
Competition.

CENTENNIAL
BANQUET
Wednesday March 26, 2008
6:00 p.m. Cash Bar 7:00 p.m. Dinner
$65.00 per person
Reservations accepted
as of March 5th
Members only

STREET PARTY
Sunday May 25th
12 noon to 5:00 p.m.
Admission no charge
Reservations not required
Bring friends and family

Scrapbook Editor Needed
After two years of splendid service,
Keron Platt has retired from
managing the Club’s Scrapbook. Any
member who would like to apply for
this position, responsible for a vital
club tradition, should contact Club
Archivist Scott James.

MUSICAL NOTES
February is filled with important
music events, so beat the winter
doldrums and book early to have your
spirits lifted!
The month starts February 6 with one
of our own favorite musical members,
Jonathan Krehm leading a wind
ensemble from his clarinet. The
programme will consist of French
chamber works for winds and piano
by Saint-Saens, Milhaud, Ibert,
Poulenc and Martin.
February 11 is a major Centenary
event, an historic event, which will
never be duplicated. The evening
honors the great Sir Ernest
MacMillan, Canada’s musical pioneer,
long-time Club member and President.
The musical offerings include an
excerpt from Bach’s Wedding Cantata;
Schumann’s Davidsbundler; a Poulenc
Trio for oboe, bassoon and piano;
Mathieu Lussier’s Passages pour basson
et piano; Alex Shapiro’s Deep for
contrabassoon and electronic
soundscape; songs of Sir Ernest
MacMillan; and MacMillan’s Two
Sketches for Strings. See John Lawson’s
Centenary Report for more
background on this important event.
Music Wednesday, February 13 will be
our first opportunity to hear rising
baritone star, Calvin Powell. He will
perform a Gerald Finzi cycle to poems
of Thomas Hardy, accompanied by
Amanda Johnston.
February 18 brings the return of Les
Amis, the concert series organized by
Michael Pepa which called the Club
its home in the 1980s. The remarkable
Lynn Kuo, violin, returns with pianist
Marianna Humetska in a programme
of Schubert, Mozart, Ravel and
Michael Pepa. Ms Kuo’s concert last
November 7th, accompanied by Bill
Aide was a resounding success for a
packed audience. Ms Humetska’s
debut for us has been long awaited
and comes following a triumphal
European tour.

sort of event we anticipate eagerly: the
debut of important young artists. The
Glenn Gould Piano Quartet was
formed in 2007 by four talented
students at the Glenn Gould School of
the Royal Conservatory of Music.
Some of their individual credits include
the New York String Orchestra, CBC’s
Galaxy Rising Star Award, the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, World Youth
Symphony and Korean Broadcasting
Company Orchestra.
Jim Norcop

Obtaining
Club Insignia
With the Club’s 100th anniversary
impending, some members have
expressed interest in obtaining club
insignia such as lapel pins, men’s
neckties etc. Stuart Marwick is
working on this and would like to
receive expressions of interest and
ideas. Please speak to him (e.g. at
Friday lunch) or e-mail at
smarwick@sympatico.ca.

5 By 5:
The Editor on submission guidelines
Please follow the 5 “do” and 5 “don’t” guidelines below when submitting
items to the LAMPSletter.
1. Do observe the deadline. It is always on a Friday and is usually the
second Friday of the month. Check the back of your LAMPSletter for
the exact date each month.
2. Do bold the names of Club members—ie. Lorna Kelly.
3. Do italicise titles—ie. The Great Adventure.
4. Do give the date, time, and contact information for all events.
ie. February 1, 3:00 p.m., 1 Toronto Street. (416) 555-1234.
5. Do use your spell checker or dictionary.
1. Do not bold or underline anything within your submission.
2. DO NOT USE ALL CAPITALS.
3. Do not use strange s p a c i n g or odd punctuation!!,. There should be
one space between each word, one space after a comma, and one space
after a period.
4. Do not send multiple versions as this may cause confusion and lead to a
draft version of your submission being printed instead of the final
version.
5. Do not submit in strange formats such as text in image files, audio
computer files, scribbles on paper napkins. The preferred submission
method is via email in text or .doc format.
Angel Di Zhang

February 27 closes the month with the
February 2008
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Centenary Committee Report
The next big Centenary event is the MacMillan-Comfort
Celebration, Club Night, Monday, February 11. As reported
under “Club Nights,” this will be a musical extravaganza
with performances by professional members of the
MacMillan and Comfort families, Gwen Beamish (London,
Ontario), piano, Robin MacMillan (Winnipeg), piano and
oboe, Fraser Jackson (Toronto), contrabassoon, Betsy
MacMillan (Montreal), viola da gamba, with special guests,
the Tokai String Quartet and Meredith Hall, soprano, both
previous winners of the Sir Ernest MacMillan Scholarship
Awards.
The evening will feature the presentation and unveiling of
the large and striking Comfort cartoon of Sir Ernest in
conducting pose, signed by all Club members at the time, by
Pat MacMillan, Sir Ernest’s daughter-in-law, on behalf of the
MacMillan family. Fraser Jackson, our contrabassoonist, is
Charles Comfort’s grandson! Zora Buchanan reports that
once the renovations of the LAMPS Room are completed,
the cartoon will be hung permanently with other musical
memorabilia already on the walls! Both Charles Comfort
and Sir Ernest MacMillan were, of course, leading members
of the Club (see Margaret McBurney’s The Great Adventure).
LAMPSweek will feature a special Centenary stage
presentation of Sunshine Town with Ruth Morawetz at
the piano.
Plans are proceeding afoot for the Centenary Banquet on
Wednesday, March 26 featuring, as previously reported,
entertainment by Club members, with other appropriate
celebrations!
The New Year’s Eve party with its special emphasis on the
Centenary was a fantastic success! Those present danced the
night away and were the first members of the Club to herald
in the Centenary!
John Lawson, Chair Centenary Committee

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: LAMPSweek illustrations by Ray Cattell
Page 1: Club Masthead designed by Ray Cattell
Page 4: Sunshine Sketches ad by Tom McNeeley
Page 6: Lynn Kuo image courtesy Lynn Kuo
Page 7: Film Night image courtesy David Eng
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
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Missing from the Archives
The late Evelyn Katherine Yates created a loose leaf binder
of selected poetry and biographies of Club poets, past and
present, as her contribution to our centennial celebrations.
She intended it to be permanently in our archives. However,
someone borrowed the binder and never returned it. Please
return it immediately to Richard I. Thorman (Poetry
Group) or to Naomi Hunter in the office.

ART OPENING: 100 YEARS OF
ART CENTENARY EXHIBITION
Monday, January 28, Club Night
Ray Cronin, Acting Director and Chief Curator of the Art
Gallery of Nova Scotia and Curator of the Sobey Award will
present “The Problem of Representation in Contemporary
Art,” an illustrated talk of interest to all concerned with the
visual arts.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Attention: Artist Participants in
the 100 Years of Art Show,

January 27 to February 22. This show
has already been juried. Bring your
accepted work to the Club either
Friday, January 25, between 12:00
noon and 2:00 p.m. or Saturday,
January 26, between 9:00 a.m. and
10:00 a.m. for installation. On Friday,
the Art Committee representative who
will be receiving art work is Ed
Yaghdjian.
After being shown at the Club, the
works will be sent to the Varley Art
Gallery, and will be returned to the
Club on May 6. For further
information contact Barbara
Mitchell.

Members by Members
Exhibition Thanks

On Saturday January 5, 2008 the
Members by Members show was
installed in the Great Hall. Organized
by Olja Müller, jurors Peter G.S.
Large, Julian Mulock, and Sylvia
Singer selected the art works.
Marjorie Pepper designed the
placement of these works in the Great
Hall and then arranged a number of
historic works by or about members in
the Lounge. A lively crew of willing
workers were on hand to assist in
many ways—Ken Flitton, Marvyne
Jenoff, Ed Yaghdjian, Allan Dubros,
Joan Dubros, Mike Müller, Olja
Müller, Farhad Nargol-O’Neill,
Marjut Nousiainen, Cecil PaceAsciak, Kathleen Reichelt, Andrew
Sookrah, Monica Uesson-Talpak,
Helen White. Thanks to all for a
smooth and professional installation.
On behalf of all members I would
also like to thank Gerry Sevier for
designing the poster and menu and
George Lobb for the layout and
printing of the menu for the Boar’s
Head Dinner in December. What
would we do without our talented
graphic artists and designers who
willingly give their time and expertise
to promote our Club events.
Zora Buchanan

Outdoor Sketching

Do you have an open Saturday or
Sunday during April to October when
you would be willing to host a fun
loving group of artists and other Club
members? All you need is a suitable
place to sketch near your home,
cottage or farm. Participants bring
food, wine, laughs and their
appreciation. Please call Frances
Webster at 416-222-1929 for further
information. We have had the kind
offer to host the Sketching Day from
two of our members. We are still in
need.
Frances Webster

Trip to Malta

The trip to Malta is ON. Many
thanks to all who expressed interest
and especially to those who have
signed up for the trip. It will prove to
be an exciting and entertaining
excursion as the period May 27–June
10 is excellent weather wise, as is the
scenery for painters and
photographers. The chosen hotel
fronts on the inland harbor across
from the bastions of the historic old
city of Valletta. Any further interest in
joining us, please contact Cecil PaceAsciak at cpa0442@rogers.com.

CALLS FOR ENTRY
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS

The 100 Pieces of Paper Show, in
honour of our Centenary Year, will be
held February 25 to March 14. Any
member—not only visual artists—
may submit one or two pieces in any
area of creative expression. Works
must be done on paper 8 x 8 inches
square and submitted without mats or
frames; please indicate on the back
which way is up. After jurying, the
accepted 100 pieces will be mounted
by the Art Committee on 12 x 12inch mat board with non-toxic, acidfree adhesive. Works must be light
enough in weight to be so mounted.
The jury will consist of five members,
one from each of the LAMPS
disciplines. All works will be offered
for sale at $100 each. Entries will be
accepted between 12:00 noon and
2:00 p.m. on Friday, February 22, or

between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, February 23 for jurying and
installation.

LOOKING AHEAD
SOUTH OF NORTH: Members’
Spring Exhibition, April 7 to April

25. The theme of the show is taken
from South of North, poems by
Richard Outram set to music by Srul
Irving Glick, which will be performed
at the opening by William Aide and
Douglas MacNaughton. Copies of the
poems, on which to base your work,
will soon be available on the piano.

Professional Members’ Show,

for professional visual artist members,
May 29 to June 6.

Members’ Summer Show, June

30 to September 2nd. Works may be
picked up on Friday September 5th
between 12 noon and 2:00 p.m.

General Managers
Report
Activity from social and corporate
rental events has increased steadily
over the past year, we are building an
excellent reputation for our attentive
service and delicious food. Rental
revenue is essential to the Club as the
net proceeds from these events
contribute to the overall financial
health of the Club.
This year we are focusing our
attention on building our wedding
event business. These events, falling
mostly on weekends, are less disruptive
to regularly planned Club events and
are proven profit makers.
A number of members and their
families have celebrated weddings,
anniversaries and rehearsal parties at
the Club. If a family member or friend
plans to tie the knot, after all February
is the month of love, why not suggest
the comforts of the Club for one of
life’s most memorable occasions.
Who will be our next Valentine?
Fiona McKeown, General Manager
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WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY
Club Nights

Music Wednesdays

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, February 4

FRENCH WIND MUSIC

REMEMBERING LOUIS APPLEBAUM, PART TWO
Examples of the wide range of Louis Applebaum’s music
composed for the Stratford Festival, the NFB, CBC and
Hollywood will be screened. Presented by John Twomey.
Monday, February 11

MACMILLAN-COMFORT CELEBRATION

Betsy MacMillan, presenter
Robin MacMillan, oboe
Gwen Beamish (MacMillan), piano
Fraser Jackson, bassoon
Meredith Hall, soprano
Tokai String Quartet
A Centenary event to celebrate Sir Ernest MacMillan. Please
see details of this important event in the Centenary Report
and Musical Notes in this issue.
Monday, February 18

(LAMPSWEEK)

Wednesday, February 6

Anya Podrezo, flute
Senya Trubashnik, oboe
Jonathan Krehm, clarinet
Coby Stoller, piano
Works by Saint-Saens, Milhaud, Ibert,
Poulenc and Martin
Wednesday February 13
CALVIN POWELL, baritone
AMANDA JOHNSTON, piano
Gerald Finzi: “Before and After Summer”
A cycle of songs to texts of Thomas Hardy
Copies of the texts will be made available in advance
for home reading
Wednesday, February 27

GLENN GOULD PIANO QUARTET

Sharon Lee, violin
Rory McLeod, viola
Lief Moxon-Emre, cello
Emily Rho, piano
Debut of new Glenn Gould School ensemble

Writer’s Table
On Friday February 1st, 2008, Mavis Matchett, renowned
Reflexologist, will be sharing with us a presentation that is
known to be informative on “Health and Reflexology.”
Writers and non-writers will delight in Mavis’s knowledge
around reflexology and her publications on health.
Please join us for what will be an extremely interesting talk.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Poetry Group
LES AMIS

Lynn Kuo, violin
Mariana Humetska, piano
Works by Schubert, Mozart, Ravel and Michael Pepa. Please
see Musical Notes in this issue for further details.
Monday, February 25

ART OPENING: 100 PIECES OF PAPER

Judy Scolnik, Managing Director of
Heffel Fine Art Auction House, Toronto will speak on
“Hot, Hotter, Hottest: The Current Art Market.”
6
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The Poetry Group will meet
Tuesday, February 12
at 3:00 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom.
The topic of discussion will be
JUST HOW MUCH CAN POETRY DO FOR THE WORLD TODAY.
Attendees are invited to bring relevant poems
they have written, read, or recollect.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922

WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY
Literary Table

Ad Lib

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

6:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 5

DAVID SKENE-MELVIN will discuss crime fiction from
many points of view—as a librarian, researcher, publisher,
antiquarian bookdealer, writer and literary historian.
Tuesday, February 12

NORMA ROWEN

Frankenstein’s Monster and his peer group—golems,
homunculi, robots and androids.

Friday, February 1

THE TUSCAN VILLA

Author and publisher Anna Porter is
our LAMPSweek speaker.

ANNA PORTER

Ad Lib is pleased to present a reading of club member Brian
Metcalfe’s new play, The Tuscan Villa. The play is a comedy
about modern relationships as two couples try to rekindle
love in the course of planning a trip to Tuscany.
(Reading begins at 7 p.m.)

Tuesday, February 26

Friday, February 8

Ezra’s latest contribution to the
history of music in Canada is a biography of Jan Rubes.

Jamin on the One improv night.
(Presentation begins at 7 p.m.)

Tuesday, February 19

EZRA SCHABAS

JOTO

Friday, February 15

Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Wednesday, February 13

PHOTOGRAPHER CHRIS SHEPHERD

Mr. Sheppard is a truly wonderful artist, as well as a friend
and acquaintance to many members.
Through photography, Chris Shepherd seeks to draw out
an aesthetic and emotional validity from places
and things often forgotten or overlooked.
Please contact Farhad Nargol-O’Neill via email
at farhadart@sympatico.ca for details.
Friday, February 22

LAMPSWEEK

No Ad Lib tonight.
Friday, February 29

PIANIST ARNOLD TIRZITS (GREAT HALL)
An evening concert of the music of Lizst and his
contemporaries, hosted by Bruce Ferreira-Wells.

CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call
416-597-0223 ext. 1, by 10 a.m., each Friday.

MOONSTRUCK (1987)

102 min.
starring Cher, Nicolas Cage, Olympia Dukakis,
Vincent Gardenia, Danny Aiello, John Mahoney
Director: Norman Jewison
Written by: John Patrick Shanley
A widowed Brooklyn bookkeeper decides it’s time to
remarry and accepts the proposal of a man she doesn’t love.
She then becomes torn when she meets
her fiancé’s estranged brother.

Photography Group
Please communicate with
Gord Fulton or Andrew Sookrah for details.
gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca or sookrah@engineroom.ca

Screenwriters
There will be NO Screenwriters presentation in February.
February 2008
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February 2008
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

3
Painters

10
Painters

4

5

Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

11

12

Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

17
Painters

24
Painters
Sunshine
Town
Matinee
2:00 p.m.

18
LAMPSweek
MUSIC
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

6
Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

13

19

9

14

16

Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

21

20

LAMPSweek Painters Studio
LAMPSweek
LITERATURE
PAINTING
LAMPSweek
ARCHITECTURE
Lunch
Lunch
12 noon
12 noon
Lunch
House Cttee Mtg
12 noon

25

26

Activities Mtg
5:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

27
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, February 15, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

2

7
8
LAMPS lunch Painters
Reservations TGIF Lunch
12–1:00 p.m. 12 noon

Painters Studio LAMPS lunch
Reservations
Music
12–1:00 p.m.
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Group
3:00 p.m.
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

Saturday

15
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

22
Painters
TGIF Lunch 12 noon
LAMPSweek STAGE
Sunshine Town
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Show 8:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

LAMPSletter
Stuffing

28

29

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

23
Art Hanging
Sunshine Town
Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Show
8:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
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CENTENNIAL
BANQUET
Wednesday March 26, 2008

A night to remember….
Louis Applebaum’s Fanfare
performed by the Faculty of Music Brass
March—will it enter like a lamb and leave
like a lion? Need we beware the Ides of
March, and will they affect our oasis? I think
not! Not this month when we celebrate the
actual centenary of the incorporation of our
Club at a special dinner on March 26th.
This is one you won’t want to miss.
Last month we enjoyed another successful
LAMPSweek. On behalf of all of our
members I would like to thank those who
arranged for the speakers and performed on
our stage. What an experience, to be able to
celebrate two Canadian icons, Stephen
Leacock and Mavor Moore. Thank you,
Ruth Morawetz for initiating this wonderful
concert.
The Nominating Committee is now
accepting names to be put forward for next
year’s Executive Committee. The Club needs
individuals to step forward, please consider
doing so. It will enrich your life. It is always
true that you get back much more than you
put in by becoming active within any
organization, our Club is no different. Please
get in touch with Malcolm McGrath, Chair
of the Nominating Committee, if you would
like to be considered for a position.
Those who participate become the life
blood of our wonderful Club.
Lorna Kelly

Toy Symphony—Ezra Schabas conducting,
Lorna Kelly and Past Presidents performing
Historical Poesy—Margaret McBurney
The Early Years in Words and Music—Warren Clements
Hamlet Meets His Match—Martin Hunter
Ruth Morawetz—piano
Cash Bar 6:00 p.m. Dinner 7:00 p.m.
$65.00 per person
Dress Black Tie
Reservations accepted as of March 5th
Members only event

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee, with Malcolm McGrath as Chair, is seeking
names to be considered for the following vacancies:
Vice-President
Vice-President, House
Six Members at Large
Positions are held for two years and the Vice-President usually moves into the
office of President.
If you know of members who would be interested in these positions and who
have a lively concern for the running of the club, please contact Malcolm
McGrath.

Members News
Interior Portraiture by James Hewson
will be published in the April issue of
House and Home magazine (available
mid March) featuring room portraits
of friends and designers.
Marie-Louise Cusack provided the
portraits of Lord and Lady Baden
Powell and Juliette Gorden Low for
the 95th American Girl Scout
anniversary event at UNESCO
February 16th in Paris.
Martha Spence will be performing in
two concerts in March. The first is an
evening of opera arias and ensembles.
Featured will be the vocal talents of
sopranos Hélène Ducharme and
Dolores Tjart, mezzo-soprano Martha
Spence, tenor Patrick Huang and
baritone Stuart Graham and is a
collaboration of Counterpoint
Community Orchestra
www.ccorchestra.org and Atelier S
www.atelier-s.org, on March 1, 8:00
p.m., St. Luke’s United Church, 353
Sherbourne Street at Carlton Street.
Tickets are $15 in advance at This
Ain’t The Rosedale Library or $18 at
the door.
A short 11 days later on March 12
at 7:30 p.m., Martha will be the alto
soloist at an Easter concert which
includes Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater. St.
Francis of Assisi Church, 72 Mansfield
Ave. at Grace St. (south of College and
west of Bathurst) in Little Italy. Tickets
are $30 in advance. Contact Martha
Spence (416) 239-7292 or email
marsie@sympatico.ca. Tickets are $35
at the door and music students can get
tickets for $15 at the door. Proceeds in
benefit of Social Outreach of St.
Francis of Assisi Parish and the
Scholarship fund for the Atelier S
Summer Vocal Academy in Querétaro,
Mexico. Guess where Martha is going
this summer!
A documentary film titled Tamara—
the Art of Weaving, for which John
Rammell wrote and narrated the
commentary, was aired in February on
prime time Bravo.

Jenny Rieger has been appointed to
the Toronto Preservation Board. The
Board is responsible for advising City
Council on matters pertaining to built
heritage. Jenny is the Co-ordinator of
The Grange, the national historic site
that is part of the Art Gallery of
Ontario and is Co-Chair of the
National Historic Sites Alliance for
Ontario.
Mel Sarnese will launch her new book
of poems, Leper’s Cave in Cobourg,
Ontario on May 25. At the launch she
will read selected poems. The book is
published by Beret Days Press and
Ontario Poet Society.
Gethin James is pleased to invite you
to the opening reception of the
inaugural show at his gallery Studio
203. The Dewi Sant spring art show
opens on Saturday March 1, 2008 at
3:00 p.m. and runs to March 31.
Salon ‘Wifredo Lam’ features new
work by Welsh-born abstract painter
Jacqueline Ellins and Salon ‘Tito
Alvarez’ displays a selection of
figurative works by Toronto artist Stan
Sellen. Studio 203, 28 Industrial
Street, Toronto. (416) 322-5113.
Kay Montgomery is appearing at The
Village Playhouse in the charming play
Enchanted April by Matthew Barber,
which earned a Tony Award nomination
in 2003 as well as an award for
Outstanding New American Play. The
story is set in 1923 and describes how
four English women rent an Italian villa
for a month, whose lives become
transformed. The Village Playhouse,
2190 Bloor St. West, Toronto.
Performances run from March 7 to 29.
Box office (416) 767-7702.
Heather O’Connor’s recent paintings
will be for sale at the 11th annual
juried exhibition of the KingswayLambton United Church, Saturday,
April 5 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
85 Kingsway at Prince Edward Drive
in Etobicoke.
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

New Members
Lucy Brennan holds a MFA in
Creative Writing and has had poetry
published in Canadian and Irish
journals, magazines and anthologies. A
collection of her poetry, Migrants All,
was published by watershedBooks
(Toronto, 1999). Her play Daughter of
the House will be the final production
of the Alumnae Theatre 2007–08
season in April. Lucy is sponsored by
Flora Danziger and Julian Mulock.
Gayle Dempsey has owned and
operated a successful company for the
past twenty five years. She has served
on provincial and federal arts, culture
and heritage task forces and roundtables and sits on the Arts Council of
Muskoka. Through her company, she
was one of the founders of the
Muskoka Lakes Music Festival and
serves as CAO/Director of Festival
Development. Today she is focusing
more of her energy on her gallery,
water color painting, acrylic painting
and writing. Gayle is sponsored by Pat
Fairhead and Margaret McBurney.
Bruce Elder is a distinguished
Canadian filmmaker, artist and a
writer. Currently teaching at the
School of Image Arts at Ryerson, he
has studied at McMaster University,
U. of T. (M.A. Philosophy), and
Ryerson Polytech Inst. (B.A.A. Media
Studies). He has directed and
produced many films and has received
many honours and awards for his
work, including the Governor
General’s Award for Media Arts, 2007.
Also in 2007, he was appointed as a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.
Bruce is sponsored by Donald Gillies
and John E. Twomey.
Amanda Happé attended Queen’s
University and graduated with a B.F.A.
in 2003. Since graduating she’s had
small exhibitions in shops, cafes and
venues such as the Queen West Art
Crawl. Currently working in graphic
design, Amanda has worked with the
Sculptor’s Society of Canada at their
gallery in 2003–2004. Amanda is
continued on page 3
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New Members
continued from page 2

sponsored by Farhad Nargol-O’Neill
and by Andrew Sookrah.
Klement Hambourg represents the
third generation of the Hambourg
family to become involved with the
Club. He studied at the Royal
Conservatory of Music of Toronto,
Royal Academy of Music in London,
Royal College of Music and became a
fellow of the Trinity College of Music,
London. He has a long and
distinguished career in performance
(violin), conducting, music education
and community orchestra work in
Canada and the US. Klement is
sponsored by Ezra Schabas and Ann
Schabas.
Sandra Shuman has a BA in English
from U of T and has also studied in
the MFA Theatre Arts program at
York University. Sandra’s professional
experiences include actor (Theatre
Plus, Toronto Truck Theatre), script
writer, and drama instructor at
Ryerson’s Film School. Her interests
include acting, painting and writing.
Sandra was a member of the
University Alumnae Drama Club,
serving on the executive, and a board
member of J.C.C. Toronto. Sandra is
sponsored by Phyllis Cooper and
Roland de Corneille.
Donna Tesan is an interior designer,
design and colour consultant and
president of DMT Interiors Inc. A
graduate of OCAD, she is also a
member of the President’s Fundraising
Committee there and a three year
member of the Alumni Council. She
was honored with a Presidential
Citation by ARIDO, for which she has
served on and chaired several
committees. Donna is sponsored by
Phyllis Cooper and by Lucie Simons.
The Club is pleased to welcome back
to active membership artist and
educator Anthony (Tony) J. Batten,
CSPWC (Life Member, 2007), SFCA,
SCA.

Obituary
Dennis Gerald Rose
You didn’t know. You couldn’t have
known that he was kindest, most
talented, most supportive man. Your
meeting was sudden and there was no
time… You wouldn’t have known that
he had just left the Arts and Letters
Club having spent the day painting
there. He joined the Club in 1999 and
was a very active member, taking part
in, at times running, the painting
sessions on Sunday, Wednesday, Friday
and attending the painting field trips
whenever he could. His contributions
to that Club are many, including the
work done on the Club’s website and
the president’s portrait he painted of
Peter Hart. He was active on the Art
Committee and his paintings were
represented in many of the Club’s
shows over the years.
His name is Dennis Gerald Rose.
He was born in Rose Valley,
Saskatchewan in 1937. His artistic and
graphic design talents flourished at an
early age and he won the Elizabeth T.
Greenshield’s Memorial Scholarship to
study art and he chose to do so at the
Byam Shaw School of Art in London,
England. In 1963 Dennis moved to
Montreal where he worked as an Art
Director for several leading advertising
agencies.
Dennis met Barbara (Surbeck) in
1965, a year later they were married
and Catherine, Rhonda and Chantal
soon followed. He finished his BFA at
Concordia University at the same time
that he was building his own graphic
design business with Barbara’s
administrative help. He went on to
teach graphic design there as well as
Dawson College. The family moved to
Toronto where Dennis continued to
provide high quality graphic design
work to major Canadian corporations.
In 2000 he switched his focus to
painting and his work hangs in homes
around the world. Dennis was
extremely proud of the portrait of the
Speaker of the Ontario Legislature
which hangs in Queen’s Park, Toronto.

You had no way of knowing that he
was a man for all seasons, that he
relished the rush of a long bike ride, an
invigorating swim and a challenging
cross-country ski. And that as a
husband, father, brother, friend,
spiritual, loving and generous man,
Dennis just kept ‘trying harder’
because that was his motto.
You had no way of knowing any of
these things yet you stopped to help
him that day in the subway when the
stairs just weren’t there for him
anymore. And for this we thank you.
Andrew Sookrah

THE CENTENARY
DEBATE
It has been suggested that as part of
our legacy, in this our Centenary year,
we should adopt a more progressive
approach concerning issues of cultural
importance, and within the
framework of the Club, work towards
becoming respected contributors to
the cultural policy dialogue in Canada.
Debate Topic: The Arts and Letters
Club should speak publicly on arts
issues
Date: Wednesday April 30th
Time: 6:30 p.m. Dinner; Debate
commencing at 8 p.m.
Speakers: TBA
For further information and
comments please e-mail Margaret
Logan margaretlogan@rogers.com

AVIV QUARTET
Saturday March 8, 2008
Cash bar opens 7:00 p.m.
Concert 8:00 p.m.
Admission no charge
(No meal service)
Due to an overwhelming response,
reservations are now recommended.
Please reserve with Naomi at ext. 2
(voicemail) preferably before
March 5th.
March 2008
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Centenary Committee Report
A recent Centenary event was the MacMillan-Comfort
Celebration. A stunning music program, featuring performances
by professional members of the MacMillan and Comfort families,
with special guests the Tokai String Quartet and Meredith Hall,
soprano, both previous winners of the Sir Ernest MacMillan
Scholarship Awards. The main feature was the presentation of the
cartoon sketch by Charles Comfort of Sir Ernest MacMillan in
conducting pose signed by all Club members at the time!
Both of John Twomey’s “Remembering Louis
Applebaum” Club nights, featuring his scores for Stratford,
National Film Board, CBC, Hollywood, were outstanding!
The One Hundred Years of Art Centenary Exhibition
opens at the Varley Gallery, Unionville on Sunday, March 9
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and continues to the end of
April. The One Hundred Pieces of Paper exhibition,
celebrating all the Club disciplines, continues to March 14.
The special Centenary events in LAMPSweek were a
great success! Many thanks to all disciplines!
The Literary Committee is featuring Professor Kim
Michasiw of York University, Club Night Monday, March 3,
speaking on “New Ways of Studying and Teaching Literature.”
The Music Committee is hosting the internationally
renowned Aviv Quartet from Israel on Saturday, March 8 in
the Great Hall. A rare opportunity to hear the famous Quartet!
“A Call to Arms,” Club Night, March 31. In celebration
of the Club’s Centennial, Bruce Patterson, Saguenay Herald,
Canadian Heraldic Authority, will present to our President
the Club’s patent of arms.
A not-be-missed event will be Club member Walter
Buczynski’s Sonata, performed by Gregory Oh, commissioned
by the Music Committee, Monday Club Night March 10.
Club Night March 17 will be the opening of the
Centenary Club Architects Show, “Buildings by Members”!
Finally, our Centenary Banquet on Wednesday, March 26th,
will feature The Toy Symphony, Ezra Schabas conducting, Past
Presidents performing, plus President Lorna Kelly.
Also so far confirmed for the Centenary banquet are
Warren Clements’ The Early Years in Words and Music,
Martin Hunter’s Hamlet Meets His Match, Margaret
McBurney’s updated historical poesy and Lou Applebaum’s
Fanfare performed by the Faculty of Music Brass!
John Lawson, Chair Centenary Committee

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:
Page 1:
Page 4:
Page 6:
Page 7:
Page 7:
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President’s drawing by Sevier
Club Masthead was designed by Ray Cattell
Spillage logo by Andrew Sookrah
Film Night image courtesy David Eng
Photograph of Walter Buczynski courtesy
Walter Buczynski
Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
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A CELEBRATION
OF THE CLUB CENTENARY

SUNDAY, MAY 25
DOORS OPEN & STREET PARTY
This will be the most public event in our centenary year
and will involve music, dance, spoken word/theatrical
performance, and art and architectural installations on
Elm Street.

HELP US MAKE HISTORY
100 volunteers are required for various activities around
Doors Open and the Street Party. Volunteers will be
expected to wear white suits (supplied by the club) and to
act as performance artists, guides, security, etc. and to
have fun doing it.
Please contact Julian Mulock with questions, interests
and enthusiasm.

Radical Club Directory
Going to Press
In a few weeks, members will be able to walk up to the bar,
order a drink and be captivated by our new revolutionary
club directory edited by Joan Vanduzer.
At this moment it is going to press with biographies and
photos of nearly 330 of our fascinating and, in many cases,
famous fellow members.
Leafing through the directory’s pages, you’ll finally put
names to faces of people you’ve seen often, but hesitated to
converse with. You’ll be able to find kindred spirits with
common interests with the flip of a page. “Generally, you are
a very wordy bunch. And your long lists of accomplishments
made editing difficult,” says Joan.
We hope that this radically new directory soon will be
available to view on a members-only section of our website.
Both print and electronic format will allow constant
updating. This means that those members who hesitated to
be in the directory can still submit their details.
If there is demand for this historic record of club
centenary year members, printed copies will be available at a
nominal price.
The concept of a directory to help members know each
other better came from the late Judge John Vanduzer.
Assisting Joan Vanduzer with photographs were George
Lobb and Gordon Fulton.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS

Floor has been specially designed to
showcase the artwork. We will meet in
the downstairs lobby at 5:15 p.m. and
be greeted by Brian Pell, Senior
Partner and Chair of their Art
Committee, who will take us to the
53rd floor. Curator Jeanne Parkin,
formerly of the Gardiner Museum in
Boston and advisor at the Power Plant
Gallery in Toronto, will guide us
through the collection.
Brian and Jeanne are invited to join
us at the Club following the tour for a
Casserole and Conversation supper.
$20, RSVP to Naomi. Thursday, March
20. For further information contact
Marjorie Pepper, 416-920-1536.

ART COMMITTEE NEWS
Drawing is by Walter Coucill of St.
George’s Hall

CLUB CENTENARY EXHIBITION,
VARLEY GALLERY
All Club members and the public are
invited to the Varley Art Gallery, 216
Main Street, Unionville, for the
opening of the exhibition One
Hundred Years of Art at the Arts and
Letters Club. The show will include the
juried exhibition currently in the Great
Hall and Lounge, plus over 60 works
from the Club’s Collection with
additions from the Archives. Sunday,
March 9 at 2:00 p.m. Remarks begin
at 3:00 p.m. Invitations will be
available next week from Naomi. Also
at the Varley Gallery, an afternoon tea
and tour of the exhibition by Margaret
McBurney, author of The Great
Adventure: One Hundred Years at the
Arts and Letters Club. Sunday, March
30, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Barbara Mitchell

CONTEMPORARY CANADIAN
ART COLLECTION
Thanks to John Lawson, all Club
members are invited to view the
contemporary Canadian art collection
of McCarthy Tétrault, on the new
Conference Floor of the TD Bank
Building, 66 Wellington Street. The

The Curator and the Art Committee
are pleased to announce a generous
bequest from the estate of Ken Purvis,
of three watercolours by Georges
Gabriel Chavignaud (1869–1944).
Georges emigrated from France and
settled in Ontario. A member of the
Club from 1909 to 1917, he resigned
from the OSA in protest against Group
of Seven painting. The largest of the
three watercolours will be included in
the upcoming Varley exhibition.
Barbara Mitchell

WORKSHOP:
CLEANING PAINTINGS
Thanks to Art Restorer and Charter
Woman Member Moya Gillett, a
group of members just saved the Club
$4000. On January 19 Moya and her
daughter Michaela Morrison
Bosworth, along with volunteers
Hilary Alexander, Marvyne Jenoff,
Barbara Mitchell, Farhad NargolO’Neill, Ed Yaghdjian and Zora
Buchanan spent a Saturday cleaning
six paintings from the Club
Collection. You will see a huge
difference in several of them that have
now been returned to the
LAMPSroom and others which hang
elsewhere in the building. This is not
the first time that Moya has held a
cleaning session in which A&L Club
members participated. Thank you,
Moya and Michaela, for providing the

wherewithal and expertise and for
allowing us to get a real feel for our
Club history through such intimacy
with these paintings.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF ART
100 Years of Art is a stunning
exhibition. We should all be proud of
these works by Club artists which were
exhibited at the Club from January 26
to February 22 and will be on view in
the Varley Gallery in Unionville from
March 9 to the end of April. We thank
Katarina Atassanova, Curator at the
Varley Gallery, Barbara Mitchell,
Club Curator and John Snell, former
longtime Club Curator for jurying the
works.
Marjorie Pepper designed the
installation of the paintings in the
Club and under the guidance of
Exhibition Chair Ken Flitton,
Marvyne Jenoff, Farhad NargolO’Neill, Gerry Sevier, Andrew
Sookrah, Jessica Virdo and Ed
Yaghdjian the paintings were hung,
labeled and catalogued.
At the opening on Club Night,
February 28, our speaker was Ray
Cronin, who illustrated his talk with a
variety of contemporary works from
the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia. Ray is
at present Acting Director and Chief
Curator of the gallery and curator of
the Sobey Award. Thanks to all.
Zora Buchanan

LOOKING AHEAD
South of North, April 7 to April 25.
The theme of the show is taken from
South of North, poems by Richard
Outram set to music by Srul Irving
Glick, which will be performed at the
opening by William Aide and
Douglas MacNaughton. Copies of the
poems, on which to base your work,
will soon be available on the piano.
Members’ Spring Show, tightly juried,
May 29 to June 6.
Members’ Summer Show, lightly
juried, June 30 to September.
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General Manager’s Report
I think that everyone agrees that the spirit in the Club is high
because we are celebrating our Centenary Year, with our
Centennial Banquet, planned for March 26th, being one of
the most anticipated events of the year!
Committees have planned very special memorable
performances and programs to commemorate our Centenary and
these efforts have sparked a lot of interest amongst members. In
fact, I am pleased to report that attendance at weekly club events
has increased quite significantly over the past few months. Thanks
to all committee members for picking up the spirit of this special
occasion in our Club’s history—building momentum and
enthusiasm sure to carry forward throughout the year!
My fellow managers and our staff are just as enthused and
look forward to joining all of you during this special year.
This is your Club—come often and share in this once in a
lifetime celebration!
Fiona McKeown, General Manager

MUSICAL NOTES
The Great Hall is still resounding from the two Centennial music
events in February—the packed house for the MacMillan Family
Event and presentation of the Comfort cartoon of Sir Ernest—as
well as the Les Amis concert featuring Lyn Kuo and Mariana
Humetska. The musical celebrations continue this month with
the premiere of the piece commissioned by the Club for the
centennial, Walter Buczynski’s piano sonata, which will be
performed by Gregory Oh.
An event not to be missed is the annual concert by Toronto
Symphony cellist Winona Zelenka at noon on March 19.
Repeated by popular demand will be the Toy Symphony
featuring the musical skills of Past Presidents conducted by
the eminent maestro Professor Ezra Schabas at the
Centennial Dinner on March 26.
Jim Norcop

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday, March 4 FREDERICK ASALS
“Malcolm Lowry and Under the Volcano”
Tuesday, March 11 KEN GASS
“Exotic Landscapes in the Works of George F. Walker”
Ken is the founder and current artistic director of
the Factory Theatre.
Tuesday, March 18 RONA MAYNARD
“The Way it Really Happened: a Memoirist in Search of the Truth”
Rona is a former editor of Chatelaine and author of
My Mother’s Daughter.
Tuesday, March 25

NICK MOUNT

“The Return of Beauty”
Nick Mount will speak on the turn-away from beauty in
twentieth-century art and literature, and its current return in
high and popular art

Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi
at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Wednesday, March 12

AWAY FROM HER (2006)

Directed by Sarah Polley
and starring Julie Christie,
Gordon Pinsent and Olympia Dukakis.
Written by: Sarah Polley, based on the
short story The Bear Came over the
Mountain by Alice Munro.

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Writers Table

Screenwriters

On Friday, March 7 Mavis Matchett will speak on reflexology
and her publications on health.
Her talk was originally scheduled for February
but canceled due to inclement weather.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

On Friday, March 28 join us for a screening and discussion of
the 5-minute Canadian short film I Met the Walrus by Josh
Raskin and starring Jerry Levitan and John Lennon. In 1969,
a 14-year-old Beatle fanatic named Jerry Levitan, armed
with a reel-to-reel tape deck, snuck into John Lennon’s hotel
room in Toronto and convinced John to do an interview
about peace. Using the original interview as the soundtrack,
this narrative tenderly romances Lennon’s every word in a
cascading flood of multi-pronged animation.
Nominated for this year’s
Best Animated Short Film Academy Award.
For additional information please contact David Eng.

Photography Group
Please communicate with Andrew Sookrah for details
sookrah@engineroom.ca
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WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Monday, March 3

NEW WAYS OF
STUDYING AND TEACHING LITERATURE

Our speaker will be Kim Michasiw,
a professor of English Literature at York University
who specializes in the 18th century and in literary theory.
Monday, March 10

WALTER BUCZYNSKI
CENTENNIAL COMMISSION

An evening with Walter Buczynski
Piano Music—Gregory Oh, pianist
24 Preludes (1987)
Piano Sonata #7 (Centennial
Commission)
Monday, March 17 BUILDINGS BY MEMBERS
The opening of the Centenary Club Architects Show.
Monday, March 24 NO Club Night tonight. (Easter Monday)
Monday, March 31 A CALL TO ARMS
In celebration of the Club’s Centennial, Bruce Patterson,
Saguenay Herald, Canadian Heraldic Authority, will present
to the President the Club’s patent of arms from H.M. the
Queen by Right of the Crown in Canada. Bruce will speak
briefly on the symbolism of the Club’s arms, the Canadian
Heraldic Authority, and heraldry in Canada. Bruce Patterson
has long been interested in heraldry and been editor of the
publication Hogtown Heraldry. He has done some small-scale
work in heraldic art, and has provided the cartoons and
some other illustrations for the book A Canadian Heraldic
Primer. In 2007 he was named Acting Registrar following the
appointment of Claire Boudreau as Chief Herald of Canada.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet Tuesday, March 11 in the
LAMPSroom at 3:00 p.m. The poetry of Emily Dickinson will be
discussed, specifically the following poem, written in 1896:

REAL RICHES

’Tis little I could care for pearls
Who sum the ample sea;
Or broaches, when the Emperor
With rubies pelteth me;
Or gold, who am the Prince of Mines;
Or diamonds, when I see
A diadem to fit a dome
Continual crowning me.
For further information, please contact
Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922

Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.
Friday, March 7

DREAMING THE OBJECT(IVE)

Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Dreaming the Object(ive) is a multidisciplinary event
conceived by visual artist and writer Kathleen Florence
Reichelt. The event will take place in the club’s third floor
studio where much of the art was created. An installation of
new paintings will be on display in an exhibition form that
addresses the painting as object and objective of
experience. Other dreamt up ideas will be part of a
performance piece that starts at 8:26. The event includes
Wesley Rickert’s short experimental film Eat the Apple,
which was filmed in and around the Club.
Friday March 14

JOTO—Jammin’ On The One, night of Improv
Friday March 21
No Ad Lib, closed for Good Friday
Friday March 28

AD LIB MEETING

In December 2007 a group of club members came to the
studio to discuss their ideas for Friday night events. Things
happened. We’ve seen new work and new perspectives on
art making and presentation with incredible range. We’ve
showcased experimental short films by artists, a new play
reading, a bad art night and the second annual Great
Canadian Write Off, to name but a few. We’re just getting
started! The spring is before us with new programming
required. Bring your event ideas to this open meeting
starting at 6:00 p.m.

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, March 5

ABIGAIL RICHARDSON, piano ANGELA OH, violin
MICHAL SCHULTE, violin
A programme of baroque double concertos by
Vivaldi and Bach

Wednesday, March 12 ROGER YUEN, piano
A return by this young virtuoso, playing Chopin and Russian
composers
Wednesday, March 19

WINONA ZELENKA, cello
COENAAD BLOEMENDAAL, cello

A duo concert by two of our finest cellists
There will be no Music Wednesday
on March 26—Centennial Dinner.
March 2008
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
Painters

9
Painters

3
Nominating
Cttee Mtg
4:30 p.m.
Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

10
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

16
Painters

17

23
Painters

24

30
Painters

31

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

EASTER MONDAY
No Club Night
Club is open until
8:00 p.m. offering Bar
Service only

4

5

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

11

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

6
7
LAMPS lunch Painters
Reservations TGIF Lunch
12–1:00 p.m. 12 noon

Writers Table
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

13

12

Painters Studio LAMPS lunch
Reservations
Music
12–1:00 p.m.
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Poetry Group
3:00 p.m.

19
Literary Table Painters
Lunch
Studio
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg Music
Wednesday
4:00 p.m.
12 noon

18

21

LAMPS lunch
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee Mtg
1:30 p.m.
McCarthy Tétrault
Art Tour and Supper
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

GOOD FRIDAY
CLUB CLOSED

28

25

26

27

Painters Studio
No Music
Wednesday today
CENTENNIAL
BANQUET
Cash Bar 6:00 p.m.
Dinner 7:00 p.m.

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, March 14, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

20

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

14

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Screenwriters
Gp
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

8
AVIV QUARTET
Cash Bar
7:00 p.m.
Performance
8:00 p.m.

15
Art Hanging

22

29
Art Hanging

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
Now that we face April let us reflect
upon March, the month of our
Centenary.
March started with the opening of
the show at the Varley Art Gallery,
One Hundred Years of Art at the Arts
and Letters Club. Zora Buchanan,
Chair of the Art Committee said that
when she entered the gallery she felt
so proud of the artists and the Club.
The Varley Art Gallery painted the
walls to our specifications and hosted an elegant opening
reception. The organization for this show has taken months. The
juried show for the living artists, choosing the historical work, the
cataloging, and of course the hanging. We must thank all
involved—John Ryerson and Katerina Atanassova of the Varley
Art Gallery; Barbara Mitchell, our curator; James Hewson, the
designer; John Snell, part of the jury team; Barbara Mitchell and
George Lobb for the catalogue. The show is on until April 27, try
not to miss it.
Music was next on the list with the exciting premier of Walter
Buczynski’s Sonata #7, commissioned by the Music Committee to
celebrate our Centennial. The music was brilliantly played by
Gregory Oh, who commented on our wonderful piano. Another
great evening. Thank you, Walter and the Music Committee.
Then the architects, with their historical display of buildings and
monuments designed by early members. This includes William
Langton, our first president. Another collaborative effort. The
Architecture Committee, chaired by George Hume, created a
wonderful show, with participation from John Blumenson who
wrote much of the text. Scott James and Margaret McBurney
sourced the images and Ian McGillivray and Mary Glendinning
designed and created the panels to tell the story of our early
architects. John Blumenson and Raymond Peringer have also
installed an exhibit on the lower level that displays many of the books
authored by members related to history, architecture and design.
Then the big Centennial Banquet. This issue of the
LAMPSletter will have gone to press before the event. The
Centenary Committee, chaired by John Lawson, and Mary Jane
Large his co-chair, and planner of this event, have designed an
elegant, entertaining evening.
April will have to try hard to come up to the excitement of March.
Lorna Kelly

Members News

New Members

The April 2008 edition of House and Home magazine
includes an article entitled Room Portraits—A Timeless Art
Form Captures Elegant Rooms, featuring the work of three
Club members, James Hewson, Murray Oliver and
Marjorie Pepper.

Carol Anderson took early retirement from the Ontario
Government in 1995 and since then has worked and
volunteered extensively in the area of arts administration. She
spent 10 years with The Aldeburgh Connection, initially as a
volunteer administrator and publicity coordinator and then as
their part-time Director of Administration. She still looks
after the Aldeburgh website and works on special projects. She
has also volunteered on the publicity committee for the Beach
Studio Tour for 8 years, coordinating several of the tours. She
has been a part-time Administrative Coordinator with the
OSA for 11 years and currently volunteers on a special
committee there. She also set up and currently maintains the
website for the John B. Aird Gallery, Queen’s Park. She is very
interested in being involved with the Club’s Archives. Carol is
sponsored by Helen Guest and James Norcop.

Vernon Mould was a recent recipient of the Emeritus Member
Award of the Ontario College of Art and Design Alumni
Association. This newly established award is in recognition of
dedicated service to the Association and the University. Vernon
was president of the Alumni Association during the mid 1980s
and the presentation was for his leadership during this
challenging period in the development of the Association. The
founding president of the Alumni Association was Franklin
Arbuckle during the years 1970–71.
A solo exhibit of late member Audrey Garwood’s watercolours
will take place at The DeLong Gallery, 965 College Street
(second floor) from April 5 to 27. Hours are Thursday to
Sunday, 12 noon–5 p.m. Club members are invited to the
Opening Reception on Saturday April 5 from 2 p.m.–5 p.m.
As part of the new Ontario Specialist High Skills Major in
Mining program, designed to attract more young people to
the industry, three poems from Looking Through Stone:
Poems about the Earth by Susan Ioannou will be embedded
in the grade 12 College English curriculum.

Members Go To The Dogs
Five Club members and friends braved the cold and the
snow to go dog-sledding near Algonquin Park on the
weekend of March 7. With fresh fallen snow and beautiful
sunshine, the trails were a winter wonderland.

Penelope Cookson directs The Marriage of Figaro for
Brampton Lyric Opera—April 19 at the Rose Theatre,
located at 1 Theatre Lane, Brampton.
Paula Wilkie will be playing the role of Lilith in the play
Alibi by Derek Dorey and Gerald Hess. Plot twists and
debates about the ethics of capital punishment abound in
this play. Fairview Library Theatre, 35 Fairview Mall Drive,
Toronto. April 10–12 and 16–19. Call (416) 860-6176,
www.amicusproductions.ca
Under the patronage of the Canadian Ambassador to
France, an exhibition of the Association of Canadian
Women Painters in Paris, curated by Gabrielle Gaede,
granddaughter of Club member Janina Stensson, was held
in March at the Canadian Cultural Centre in Paris, France.

Call for Directors
The Stage Committee is looking for those interested in
directing a new one-act play by an Ontario playwright, Dan
Ebbs. This eight-page script, As Night is to Day, featuring
two women and two men ranging in age from early 40s to
late 70s, will be showcased as part of Club Night on
Monday June 23, 2008. Those interested in directing should
contact the Chair of the Stage Committee, Marianne
Fedunkiw at fedunkiw@hotmail.com or by phone at (416)
420-6916. Names will be accepted until Monday, April 7.
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left to right:

Editor:
Copyeditor:

Peter Russell, Sandra Eadie, Sue Russell,
Ruth Morawetz, Ken Judd

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

MUSICAL NOTES
There will be a veritable feast of
music in April: two string quartets,
two rising young talents and the
major Centenary event, South of
North.
The Music Committee takes
particular pleasure in collaborating
with the other Club letters: L, A, P,
and S whenever possible. In
February there was a nice
connection with the Literary Table.
This month, there is an important
collaboration between the Visual
Arts and Music committees on the
Centenary event, South of North.
Please see page 7 for complete
details of this not-to-be-missed
event. The Music Committee would
be happy to hear from any member
who has an idea for future
collaborations.
We are always delighted when our
talented club members perform for
us. Pianist John Jull will continue
in the collaboration mode, talking
to the Literary Table about the
interplay between three German
poems and Brahms’ third piano
sonata. He will then perform the
sonata for Music Wednesday on
May 7.
On April 2, we have the pleasure
of welcoming back the prizewinning Cecilia Quartet, which was
recently our “resident quartet.” April
16 brings the opportunity to hear
the Norman Hathaway String
Quartet for the first time. Rounding
out the month are two highly
talented young artists: rising mezzosoprano, Wallis Giunta and Club
favorite, pianist Andrew Aarons. We
are lucky to catch Andrew on his
brief visit from England, where he is
now a pupil at the Royal College of
Music. He has elected to play the
complete Chopin Predudes, 0p. 28
for us. The 24 preludes last about
40 minutes.
There will be no Music
Wednesday on April 30.
Jim Norcop

CENTENARY SUNSHINE TOWN

The LAMPSweek 2008 Stage presentation honoured the late Mavor Moore, a
third generation member of the Club. Moore’s show, Sunshine Town, for which he
wrote the book, lyrics and music, was based on Stephen Leacock’s Sunshine
Sketches of a Little Town. As initiator and Music Director, Ruth Morawetz
approached John Rammell, who wrote a 45 minute abridged version.
The Club production (Feb 22, 23, 24) attracted three capacity houses, a record
92 at the Sunday matinée! Mavor’s daughter Tedde Moore introduced each show,
citing her memories of her father’s work. Eleven Club members presented a fun,
high energy musical directed by Betty Trott. Tom McNeely designed the
‘sunshiny’ set and program, featuring the Mariposa Belle, and Club artists
collectively painted the stunning backdrop. Producer Mike Spence coordinated
his terrific network culminating in an unforgettable LAMPSweek centenary event.

SHERRY, TAPAS and FLAMENCO
Mark the date:

Friday May 2nd 2008
Attendance will be restricted to the first forty-eight to book.
A tutored tasting of each of the five Classifications of Sherry with matching
Tapas prepared by Chef Peace all under the guidance of our own Bill Whiteacre,
followed by Flamenco entertainment as part of the Ad Lib experience.
Look for details in the May LAMPSletter.

Play reading during Ad Lib
The Stage Committee is pleased to announce that there will be a reading of
Club member Ed Hill’s review, As Others Saw Us or Grave Revelations during
Ad Lib on Friday, March 28 starting at 9 p.m. (after the Ad Lib meeting). All
Club members and their guests are invited to attend. If you would like to read
one of the 8 male or 8 female parts during this reading, you must come to the
only rehearsal which will be held at 6 p.m. on Monday, March 24 in the
Studio. For more information, contact Marianne Fedunkiw at
fedunkiw@hotmail.com or by telephone at (416) 420-6916.
April 2008

3

Centenary Committee Report
All events this year are considered centennial events. There
are so many and they are of such high quality that this
reviewer can only advise you to attend all that you can.
Attendance was high at the Varley Art Gallery for the club
centenary exhibition of paintings by current members and
works from the club’s historical collection. The premiere of
Walter Buczynski’s sonata commissioned by the music
committee and played by Gregory Oh made the Great Hall
vibrate and gave us an exciting night. What a triumph, Walter!
March 17 saw the opening of the Buildings by Members show
arranged by the club architects. A very impressive exhibition.
We look forward to the Centennial Banquet on March
26, a highlight of our 100th year! (This issue goes to press in
advance of this highly anticipated event.)
March 31 will see the presentation of the new patent of
arms from H.M. the Queen by Right of the Crown in
Canada. The planning and conclusion of this has been
shepherded by David Skene-Melvin over many years.
On April 7 we again get to enjoy South of North with
poetry by Richard Outram, music by Srul Irving Glick, and
performed by William Aide and Douglas MacNaughton.
The Spring Revue beginning on April 22 promises to be the
best yet. May 2, Bill Whiteacre brings us a sherry tasting
and lecture on the pleasure of this tipple.
Upcoming are the Centenary Street Party and Doors
Open on May 25, the Annual General Meeting June 12, and
the Centenary Afternoon Tea and Garden Party with the St.
George’s Society at the Home of Lucy Giles on June 19.
Mary-Jane Large, Vice Chair Centenary Committee

Thursday, April 17, 2008

MEMBERS DINNER
REX MURPHY
Observations on Flann O’Brien
Bar 6:00 p.m. Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $28.00, payable in advance
Our nation’s social commentator, editorialist, and CBC
broadcaster, Rex Murphy, describes himself as a
Newfoundlander biting at the heels of Canadian
conservatism. Mr. Murphy was born and raised in St.
John’s, Newfoundland, where he graduated from
Memorial University. A Rhodes Scholar, he went to
Oxford University in l968 (along with U.S. President
Bill Clinton).
Cross Country Checkup is Canada’s only national openline radio program, broadcast live across Canada every
Sunday afternoon. Each week Mr. Murphy moderates a
lively discussion on an issue of national interest or
importance, and invites listeners to call in with their
opinions and thoughts. His endearing style on air and
on the platform showcases a deep intellect and
signature insight into issues affecting all Canadian
individuals and businesses.
On this special night, Mr. Murphy will share with us
his thoughts and insights on the writer Flann O’Brien.
Please reserve for Members Dinner in advance with
Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).

General Manager’s Report
It is my pleasure to introduce you to a new member of our
management team. Sarah Hathaway, a soon to be Event
Management graduate from George Brown, joins us as
Catering Supervisor. She will assist Sarah, our Catering
Manager, in the day-to-day operations to ensure your visit to
the Club is a pleasurable one.
The letter enclosed with your Annual Fee Schedule
mentions that the House Committee recently presented to
the Executive for approval a list of short and long-term
expenditures required over the next five years. This list
identifies various projects including building enhancements,
furniture and fixtures upgrades and improvements to our
technology systems. Some of these necessary projects you
won’t see, such as upgrades to our building security. Some,
on the other hand, are quite visual improvements, such as
the soon to be seen new drapes at the entrance to the Great
Hall. These new drapes replace a set made by Margaret
Spence some twenty years ago! They will not only look good
but will provide an improved sound barrier.
Fiona McKeown, General Manager
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Centenary Debate
The Arts and Letters Club, after a century of solid
contribution to the arts, is in a position to influence
Canadian arts policy.
But should we exercise that influence?
Come to the Centenary Debate
and make your views known.
Is it our duty to speak out when we see governments
slashing arts budgets? Or do we merely invite division
among ourselves by taking public stands?
These are issues we need to talk about and decide on.
Date: Wednesday, April 30
Time: 6:30 p.m. for the Dinner
8:00 p.m. for the Debate
Resolved: That the Club begin to speak publically on
arts and culture issues!
Be there!
Price $20, at the door. Please reserve.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
ONE HUNDRED PIECES OF PAPER

Not quite 100—but what we lacked in
numbers was made up in quality. A
delightful little show, arranged on the
walls by Marjorie Pepper. Many
members were involved in the
mounting of the papers on mat boards
and hanging and labeling the works in
the show. Thanks to Exhibition Chair,
Ken Flitton, (who cut all the mat
boards) and a team consisting of Chris
Chown, Marvyne Jenoff, Margaret
Ludwig, Nancy Mallett, Farhad
Nargol-O’Neill, Cecil Pace-Asciak,
Rob Prince, Kathleen Reichelt,
Jessica Virdo, Frances Webster and
Ed Yaghdjian. Curator Barbara
Mitchell found some historic gems in
the Art Storage Cupboard for the
Lounge walls. Thank you all and
thanks too to Judy Scolnik of Heffels
Fine Art Auction House for a most
interesting illustrated talk, “What’s
Hot in the Marketplace.”

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF ART
AT THE ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB
TEA AND TOUR: One Hundred
Years of Art, Varley Art Gallery

All Club members and the public are
invited to the Varley Art Gallery, 216
Main Street, Unionville, for an
Afternoon Tea and Tour of the
exhibition One Hundred Years of Art at
the Arts and Letters Club. The tour will
be conducted by Margaret McBurney,
author of The Great Adventure: One
Hundred Years at the Arts and Letters
Club. Sunday, March 30, 2 p.m.–4 p.m.
The exhibition continues until April
27. The Gallery is closed Mondays.
Barbara Mitchell
Barbara Mitchell deserves a hearty
vote of thanks for the tremendous
effort that she has put into curating
the One Hundred Years of Art
exhibition at the Varley Art Gallery.
She did a great deal of research and
has come up with a beautiful history
of our Club through the art works she
selected with assistance from former
curator John Snell. In February
members saw the exhibition of current

artist members at the Club, but the
Varley Art Gallery includes much
more of the Club history.
Zora Buchanan

Opening of One Hundred Years
of Art at the Varley Art Gallery

According to director John Ryerson
about 325 people were in attendance for
the opening of the Club’s Centenary art
exhibition at the Varley Art Gallery.
Members and guests seemed to enjoy
the 81 historical and 32 juried
contemporary works showcased in the
two large galleries. A group photo of
the contemporary artists was taken by
the gallery’s photographer in front of
James Hewson’s colourful title wall,
and George Lobb’s wonderful
commemorative catalogue sold briskly in
the gallery lobby. The Varley generously
provided a young pianist as well as plenty
of hors d’oeuvres and beverages. The
speeches were short, though many, after
which everyone got on with viewing the
show. All in all it was a special day in the
Club’s Centenary year.
Barbara Mitchell

CALL FOR ENTRY

South of North, April 7 to April 25. The
theme of the show is taken from South
of North, a book of poems by Richard
Outram. Copies of the poems, on
which to base your work, are available
on the piano in the Lounge. A
maximum of three works per artist may
be brought in on Friday, April 4,
between noon and 2 p.m. or on
Saturday, April 5, between 9 a.m. and
10 a.m. for jurying. Jury: members of
the Art Committee.
PICKUP: The artwork hung in the
Great Hall will be taken down on
Saturday, April 19 to accommodate a
display of memorabilia related to the
Spring Revue. The artwork hung in
the Lounge will be taken down on
Saturday, April 26.

LOOKING AHEAD

Members’ Spring Show, tightly juried, May
20 to June 6. This exhibition will be on
display during Doors Open weekend.
Members’ Summer Show, lightly juried,
June 30 to September.

Doors Open Toronto and
Spillage Street Party, May 25.

Calling all Artists! We need you to
come to the Club and paint up a
storm on sunny Sunday, May 25,
when we celebrate Doors Open
Toronto and Spillage inside and
outside the Club. There will be a
model in the third floor studio from
noon to five at no charge to artist
members. We need to know that you
are coming. Please call Olja Müller
and let her know when to expect you.
(416) 489-2024.
Spillage Street Party takes place on
Elm Street in front of the Club with all
the fun of the fair! Plein Air painters
are invited to set up their easels on the
street and let the passersby look and
ask questions. As space will be limited
we need to know who is coming to
paint and what hours they prefer. Plein
air painters call Fran Webster please at
(416) 222-1929.
Zora Buchanan

OUTDOOR SKETCHING DAYS

The following dates have been
arranged as sketching days for artists,
photographers and any other members
who care to come and join us. The
hosts have kindly agreed to supply
coffee, tea, cutlery and paper plates.
Please bring a folding chair and your
own wine, beer or soft drink if desired.
This is a pot luck luncheon so a dish of
your best creation or a treat from the
local deli would be welcome. Please
note some dates are on Saturday and
some on Sunday. Maps and other
information will be available on the
Lounge piano about a week before each
date. Please call Frances Webster at
(416) 222-1929 if you have questions.
Sunday May 18—George and Helen
Cuthbertson—beyond Milton
Saturday, June 14—Lucie Simons—
city, Woodbine and O’Connor
Sunday, July 13—Lela Wilson—city
Saturday, Aug 16—Margaret Ludwig’s
son’s farm, North of Uxbridge
September—TBA
April 2008

5

Members are reminded of the special parking rates arranged
with our neighbour, The Delta Chelsea Hotel. The ticket issued
by the hotel parking must be validated with a Club stamp. The
stamp can be found on the right hand end of the Club bar. The
current discounted rate is $5.65. Access to the parking garage is
from Gerrard St. Parking privileges are subject to availability.

SACRED SPACE: Art and
Architecture Inspired by Faith
Date:
Saturday, May 3, 2008
Time:
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location: St. Anne’s Anglican Church, 270 Gladstone
Avenue between College and Dundas.
Program: This symposium explores the convictions,
theology, personalities and artistic visions
which contributed to the creation of this
unique space.
Speakers: Margaret McBurney is one of the
distinguished speakers. Other well known
personalities such as Corey Keeble and Elspeth
Cameron will also present papers.
Light lunch available for $10.00 if preordered
by April 30—call (416) 922-4415
There will be displays of books for sale and St. Anne’s
silver jewellery will also be available.
ADMISSION IS FREE
www.stannes.on.ca

Nominating Committee
The committee has met. It is talking to some of the nominees
and is narrowing down its choices. The Club must fill the
positions of:
Vice-President
Vice-President House
Treasurer
and Six directors
Positions are held for one year, subject to re-nomination at
the next A.G.M. for a second term.
Once the Committee’s report is posted on the Club’s
notice board you will be notified in the LAMPSletter.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:
Page 1:
Page 1:
Page 2:

President’s drawing by Sevier
Club Masthead was designed by Ray Cattell
Déjà Vu ad by Rose Marie Condon
Members Go to the Dogs photograph courtesy
Sandra Eadie
Page 3: Sunshine Town photograph courtesy Ruth Morawetz
Page 7: The Mountain Comes photograph by Angel Di Zhang
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday, April 1 JAMES BACQUE, Toronto author of
Our Fathers’ War—a view from between the lines.
Tuesday, April 8 PETER RUSSELL, Club member and
author of Two Cheers for Minority Government—the view of
an oft quoted Political Scientist.
Tuesday, April 15 OLGA PUGLIESE, Director of the
Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies at the
University of Toronto. She will comment on her current
book Renaissance Refinement: The uncensored versions of the
‘Courtier,’ Baldasare Castiglione, 1528.
Tuesday, April 22 TERRY FALLIS will comment on and
read from his current book, The Best Laid Plans—a satirical
novel on Canadian politics.
Tuesday, April 29 JOHN JULL, “The Interplay of Poetry
and Music.” A commentary on three poems by two German
poets and their apparent influence on Johannes Brahms
when composing his Third Piano Sonata. John will perform
it in its entirety for Music Wednesday on May 7th.

Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Wednesday, April 9 THE CHERRY ORCHARD (1981)
Starring Judi Dench
Director: Richard Eyre Written by: Anton Chekhov
Madame Ranevsky, played by Judi Dench, returns home after
five years and finds that the family estate is to be sold at auction
for debt. She and her family are faced with the difficult choice of
selling their treasured cherry orchard or losing everything.
Note: Diana Bryden will present the Programme Notes
prepared by her late father, Ron Bryden for the 2000
production of The Cherry Orchard by the Royal National
Theatre, where he identifies The Cherry Orchard as the best
play of the 20th Century.

Photography Group
Please communicate with Andrew Sookrah for details
sookrah@engineroom.ca

Screenwriters
Friday, April 25 Screening and discussion of a 2002 in-depth
interview with Dame Judi Dench by director Sir Richard Eyre.
For additional information please contact David Eng.

WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Club Nights

Ad Lib

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

6:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.
Friday, April 4—TBA
Friday, April 11—JOTO
Ad Lib’s monthly Jammin’ on the One improv night.
Friday, April 18

Monday, April 7

ART & MUSIC’S SOUTH OF NORTH

This is a joint Centennial Celebration
evening of featuring South of North, a song
cycle with music by Srul Irving Glick based
on poems by Richard Outram. It marks
the opening of the South of North Art
Exhibition, also based on Outram’s poems.
Baritone James Westman and pianist William Aide will
perform South of North. William Aide will also play Debussy,
Chopin, and, in memory of Richard Outram, Brahms
Intermezzo in B flat minor.
Monday, April 14

THE POET E. J. PRATT

Prof. William Keith, Department of English, University of
Toronto (retired) will speak on the life and work of Canadian
poet E. J. Pratt, a distinguished former Club member.
Monday, April 21
NO Club Night, in view of the 2008 Spring Revue, Déjà Vu.
The Club’s celebrated Spring Revue returns for another year,
opening on Tuesday, April 22—see the cover of this
LAMPSletter for details.
Monday, April 28

OPENING OF SOLO EXHIBITION
BY ANGEL DI ZHANG

RANDOM PLAY

Hosted by Wesley Rickert. Collaboration by Kathleen
Reichelt. Doors open 7 p.m.
Friday, April 25—(NO Ad Lib during Spring Revue Week)

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, April 2 CECILIA STRING QUARTET
Sarah Nematallah, violin Min-Jeong Kon, violin
Caitlin Boyle, viola Rebecca Wenham, cello
Our former “resident” prize-winning quartet returns from
San Diego.
Wednesday, April 9 ANDREW AARONS, piano
Chopin, Complete Preludes, op. 28
Wednesday, April 16

NORMAN HATHAWAY STRING QUARTET
Wednesday, April 23 WALLIS GIUNTA, mezzo-soprano
(No Music Wednesday April 30)

Writers Table
On Friday April 4th, 2008, Pat Hume, past President of the
Arts and Letters Club, will be delighting us with experiences
from his book On Beyond Darwin. Pat will be launching this
book at the end of March at Massey College.
Please join us for what will be an interesting, intriguing and
entertaining talk. If you have any questions,
please call Jack McQuaig at (416) 485-9289.

Poetry Group
Angel Di Zhang opens her photographic exhibition The
Mountain Comes with a multimedia presentation of
philosophy and working methodology. This series is
predicated on the idea of sudden inspiration after much
arduous work. A photographer may be remembered for one
iconic image completed in 1/1000th of a second. Angel
reflected on the meaning and the length of a moment; she
pointed her camera at the world, at humans and nature,
hand held exposures of 16 seconds, 15 minutes, a lifetime.
www.AngelDiZhang.com

The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, April 8 at 3 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom.
The topic of the meeting will be “Maya Angelou—both her life
and valued poetic works.” She has received several honorary
degrees and was also appointed by President Jimmy Carter to a
National Commission, and by President Gerald Ford to an
important Advisory Council. She is currently a Professor at Wake
Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922
April 2008
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

6
Painters

7
Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

8

2

Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

9
Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.
Stage Cttee 5 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

14

20
Painters

21

27
Painters

28

29

30

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Painters Studio

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

No Club Night
Club is open
until 8:00 p.m.
offering Bar
Service only

15

16

Literary Table Painters Studio
Lunch
Music
12:00 noon
Wednesday
Centenary Mtg 12 noon
4:00 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:30 p.m.

22

5

10
11
LAMPS lunch Painters
Reservations TGIF Lunch
12–1:00 p.m. 12 noon

12

17

19

Art
installation

12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee Mtg
1:30 p.m.
New Members
Cocktail Party
Members Dinner

24

23

Saturday

4
3
LAMPS lunch Painters
Lunch
Reservations TGIF
12 noon
12–1:00 p.m. Writers Table

Film Night

13
Painters

Friday

18
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

25

Painters
Literary Table
Painters Studio LAMPS lunch
TGIF Lunch 12 noon
Lunch 12:00 noon Music
Reservations
Screenwriters
12–1:00
p.m.
Wednesday
Spring Review
12 noon
OPENING NIGHT 12 noon
Spring Review
Spring Review
5:00 p.m. Cash Bar Spring Review
5:00 p.m. Cash Bar 5:00 p.m. Cash Bar
6:30 p.m. Dinner 5:00 p.m. Cash Bar 6:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Show
6:30 p.m. Dinner 8:00 p.m. Show
8:00 p.m. Show
No Ad Lib tonight
8:00 p.m. Show

26
Art installation
Spring Review
5:00 p.m. Cash Bar
6:30 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Show

No Music
Wednesday
Centenary Debate
5:30 p.m. Cash Bar
6:30 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Debate

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, April 11, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
I am not sure if March came in like a lamb
or not, but it certainly went out like a lion.
On the last day of March the Saguenay
Herald Bruce Patterson was here from
Ottawa to present to the Club our own
Coat of Arms. They are very handsome and
at the moment are hanging in the front
lobby for all to admire. This is another
wonderful exclamation point in our
Centenary Year. I would like to thank David Skene-Melvin and
John Lawson for the pursuit and financial support of this project.
The Centennial Banquet was a wonderful success,
unfortunately we could not all squeeze into the Great Hall, but
we have recorded the evening and are considering the production
of a DVD for those of you who would wish to have this as a
memento.
Thank you to Mary Jane Large for organizing this stellar
event, Andrew Sookrah for the beautiful keepsake programme,
the performers, and the staff, under the helm of Fiona McKeown
for making this such a memorable evening.
In my column last month I wondered if April could possibly come
up to the excitement of March, but we have now witnessed the
Centenary Revue “Déjà Vu.” With the record number of Club
members participating and the revival of some of the best skits and
numbers from the past, how could it not be exciting. It is truly one of
the events that involves people from all of the disciplines within the
Club. I would like to thank all of them, but particularly Michael
Spence, Producer; Betty Trott, Director; Ruth Morawetz, Musician
Extraordinaire; Morna Wales, Associate Director; David Briant, Stage
Manager, and the wonderful programme by Andrew Sookrah.
Now May—spring is springing—and the Arts and Letters Club
is spilling out onto Elm Street. Another not to be missed event,
but this time we can accommodate all of you! Please read the
front page announcement and the article inside this issue to let
you know what is going on and how you can help.
In the background the Nominations Committee have met and
have a notice in this issue, the Secretary is announcing our Annual
General Meeting for June. Not all of the exciting things that
happen in the Club receive banner headlines, but without the
dedication of many members who make things happen we would
not have the vibrant Club that we do.
Please be aware of these issues, and be prepared for another
fulfilling month.
Lorna Kelly

DOORS OPEN/SP!LLAGE
NEEDS YOU!
50 Volunteers Are Needed to Help Out
at the Historic Street Party, May 25.
An Additional 24 are Required Inside the Building
to Make Doors Open a Success.
Doors Open Volunteers will Act as Security and Guides.
SP!LLAGE Volunteers will Wear Special White Suits,
Mingle with the Crowd Outside and
Move Amusingly on Command.
To Volunteer (and Have Fun) Call Julian Mulock at
416 778-5808 or write to him at mulock_risk@sympatico.ca

Members News
A selection of Zora Buchanan’s paintings and collages are
on show in the new “Three Fishes Art, Antiques, Accents
Gallery,” 166 Lincoln Street, Lunenburg, NS. Opening
April 11, 2008.
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig’s painting
Liberty&ManhattanSkyline1 was recently selected by NYC
Mayor Bloomberg’s office as the theme painting for the
upcoming Immigrant Heritage Week festivities. Feature articles
have appeared in the New York Times and the Daily News.
Daryl Taylor can be heard in an episode of the critically
acclaimed children’s TV series, Super Why, on PBS stations.
The episode, “Tiddalick the Frog” premiered on April 22 in
a special Share the Earth series but will be repeated during
the spring and summer. He is type cast as the wallaby.
In March the Canada Council New Music in New Places
program presented Mined Over Matter in the mill of the
restored Britannia Mine near Squamish, B.C. The concert
premiered a new work for soprano, flute/bass flute, and cello
by Canadian composer Leslie Uyeda entitled Oracle Stones,
based on the poem of the same name from the book Looking
Through Stone: Poems about the Earth by Susan Ioannou.
Gary Stark is exhibiting photo portraiture in the
CONTACT show May 3 to June 14. Opening Reception on
Saturday, May 3 from 2:30–5:30 p.m., Gallery Arcturus, 80
Gerrard Street East, Toronto.
Pat Fairhead will be exhibiting paintings of the high
arctic at Trias Gallery May 1–10. Opening May 1,
6:00–8:00 p.m. 80 Spadina Ave, Suite 403, Toronto.
416-363-6242.
Gerry Sevier will be exhibiting his paintings of Italy in
the lobby of the Columbus Centre at 901 Lawrence Ave.
West from April 18–May 30, 2008. In addition, Gerry is
having a solo exhibition of his garden and flower paintings
at the West End Gallery at 12308 Jasper Avenue,
Edmonton, Alberta from May 24–June 15, 2008.
The Richmond Hill Group of Artists opens the 30th
Annual Juried show April 25, 7:00–9:00 p.m. Continues
Saturday and Sunday for two weekends 11:00 a.m.–5:00
2
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p.m. Mill Pond Gallery, 314 Mill Street, Richmond Hill.
Valerie Kent will also be exhibiting at the Heinzman House
Invitational, 135 Baythorn Drive, Thornhill. May 3 and 4,
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. www.valeriekent.com
Florence Rothery, mother of the late Charter Woman
Ann Rothery and beloved mother-in-law of David SkeneMelvin died on Monday March 31 at the age of 102 and
7+1/2 months.

New Members
Christopher Borgal received his Bachelor of Architecture
from the University of Toronto. He has over 30 years
experience in architecture, with specialized knowledge in
building science, historical restoration and museum design.
Currently, he is partner-in-charge at Goldsmith Borgal &
Co. Ltd. Architects, specializing as a Heritage consultant
and architect. Christopher’s interests are architecture,
photography, writing and painting. He is sponsored by
Rollo Myers and Catherine Nasmith.
Ruth Colombo has her teaching certificate and an
Honours Bachelor of Arts. Ruth has published books
(boutique imprint), performed poetry readings, she was a
literary judge, radio script reader, information officer and
story editor (TV) and a Professor of Literature at Centennial
College. Ruth belonged to various literary societies
beginning in high school and continuing at university, and
began to publish poetry during her university years. Ruth is
sponsored by Suparna Ghosh and Barbara Mitchell.
Michael Preston came to Canada from England as a
young man and turned his love of books into a career as a
thriving national seller of academic textbooks. Michael has
also been recruited as a non-member professional to help
market Margaret McBurney’s book, The Great Adventure.
Now retired, for many years Michael owned and operated a
book publishers representative and marketing company
named Asquith House. Michael is sponsored by Lorna
Kelly and George Garlock.
W. David Ward grew up in England and later moved to
Ontario. He worked as a licensed floor trader at the Toronto
Stock Exchange for a year, before devoting himself to a full
time career as an artist in 1988. Also from 1987 till 1988, he
worked as a freelance illustrator, creating book covers,
primarily for the Penguin and Viking Press. David has been
involved with the Arctic Quest Project since December,
2005 and made a presentation at a Member’s Dinner in
2007. He is represented by the Loch Gallery. David is
sponsored by Rose Marie Condon and by Paul Gauthier.

Save this date!
Thursday June 19, 2008—Another Centenary event
Afternoon Tea in a garden 4:30–7:00 p.m.
More details next month

OBITUARIES
Charlotte Norcop
On our last visit with Charlotte, her
husband Jim commented on the huge
number of friends who had expressed
their concern for her, and how farflung this network was. The members
of The Thirteen No Trump Club were
among those. At the inaugural meeting
of this group, someone started a very
funny story and we all put our cards
down to hear it. In the subsequent 30
years of meetings we never played
bridge. Charlotte with her wit and
wonderful sense of humour was an
integral part of those evenings.
Charlotte worked at the CBC, then
joined the staff of the Ontario Arts
Council where a wonderful life began
for her because it is there that she met
Jim.
Charlotte was an expert canoeist
but their trips were usually farther
afield and often rather exotic. Jim’s
mastery of several languages and
Charlotte’s splendid ear meant that
they could experience other cultures
with great appreciation. In addition,
they embraced so many aspects of the
cultural and artistic life of this city, as
her many contributions to the life of
the Club will testify. We at the Club,
and her many friends, have been
enriched by her knowledge and
enthusiasm.
We will miss her more than words
can express.
by Jeryn McKeown

Jane Champagne
Jane Champagne died on March 28,
2008. She was a painter, teacher, and
writer and was a member of the Society
of Canadian Artists for many years. I
had the privilege of knowing Jane for
the past twenty-five years. She was a
Charter Woman Member of our Club.
Jane had a passion for art, the
environment and most of all Canada.
These loves combined in her paintings.
Few artists have been able to capture
the essence of the Ontario landscape
the way Jane did. Jane taught and
introduced many artists to the

pleasures of painting plein air in
watercolour and to her love of art. She
conducted many workshops for art
clubs and associations.
Jane was a passionate supporter of
the Southampton Art School and was
involved with the school for over 20
years. She generously shared her
knowledge of her ‘secret’ painting
places. My last memory of Jane was of
her being surrounded by friends and
having a great time at the Club’s Boar’s
Head last December. It is a memory
that I will always treasure.
by Doug Purdon

SHERRY, TAPAS
and FLAMENCO
Friday May 2nd 2008
6:00 for 6:30 p.m.
On our magical, virtual tour of
Andalusia we will explore the
important differences between
FINO, MANZANILLA,
OLOROSO, AMONTILLADO,
PALO CORTADO and PEDRO
XIMINEZ all under the expert
direction of our own Bill Whiteacre.
Enjoy Tapa prepared by Chef Peace
and designed to marry up well with
each of the big six Sherries.
And save some of your Sherry to
savour as our own Irene Katzela
presents a lively and illustrated
description of the Art of Flamenco
Dancing.
PRICE $60.00
Attendance is restricted to the first
48 who book and pay with Naomi
416-597-0223 ext. 2.

Architecture Committee
There will be a meeting of the
Architecture Committee
(incorporating the allied arts) in the
LAMPSroom at 5:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 14.
All members are welcome to attend.
George Hume

Want a Roof Top
Patio/Garden
by June 2010?
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill is calling a
meeting on Monday April 28 at
4:30 p.m. sharp in the Lounge to
discuss this very topic. Meeting will
last one hour. Designers, architects,
engineers, artists, gardeners and
philanthropists (Club members
only) are welcome.

Members Dinner
Wednesday May 28, 2008
The Honourable
Barbara J. McDougall,
P.C., O.C.
Please join us for an
exceptional evening!
Barbara McDougall
was a Member of
Parliament for 9 years
and held several cabinet posts,
including: Finance, Privatization,
Employment and Immigration, and
External Affairs. She was also a Senior
Resident at Massey College, University
of Toronto.
Mrs. McDougall was recently
appointed Chairman of the
International Development Research
Centre, a unique organization that
funds research. She is a member of the
Osprey Writers’ Group and
contributes a regular column on
foreign affairs to the Osprey
Newspaper chain. Mrs. McDougall is
an honorary governor of York
University, a director of the Canadian
Opera House, and an Officer of the
Order of Canada.
Please note date change!
Bar 6:00 p.m. for dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $28, payable in advance.
Members Only.
Please reserve for Members’ Dinner in
advance at (416) 597-0223 Ext. 2
(voice mail).
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
THE VARLEY EXHIBIT runs until April 27. Club artists,
your artwork hanging at the Varley Gallery will be returned
to the Club’s LAMPSroom on Tuesday, April 29 after 2:00
p.m. Pick-up is Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday, April 30,
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please arrange for pick-up in
the interests of the safety of your work as we have no storage
facilities. A fifty-page catalogue of our centennial exhibit at
the Varley Art Gallery, with coloured photographs of all
artists’ work, is available from Naomi for $20 + GST. Each
artist in the Varley show is entitled to one free copy.
ART PURCHASE

The Art Committee and the curator are pleased to announce
the purchase for the Club’s collection, of a Tom McNeely
watercolour of a Kansas landscape. The painting will be
hung over the bar for the next several weeks.
Barbara Mitchell

MCCARTHY TETRAULT TOUR

In the afternoon of March 20, almost fifty Club members
had the privilege of visiting the McCarthy Tetrault
Canadian Art Collection in its newly-renovated premises on
the 53rd floor of the TD tower. After enjoying the view over
wine and hors d’oeuvres, we were directed through the
collection by Brian Pel, a member of the firm with
considerable art knowledge, and Jeanne Parkin, the curator,
a long-established art advisor. Jeanne and Brian joined us
back at the Club for supper and discussion. We thank John
Lawson for making this event possible.
Marjorie Pepper

SOUTH OF NORTH

A Centenary Exhibition of members’ paintings and
photographs inspired by the poetry of the late Richard
Outram, was installed under the guidance of Exhibition
Chair Ken Flitton and Designer Marjorie Pepper. Hangers
and labelers included Joan and Duby Dubros, Marvyne
Jenoff, Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, George Lobb, Andrew
Sookrah, Fran Webster and Ed Yaghdjian. Thank you all.
At the April 7 opening Margaret McBurney talked about
her friendship with Richard Outram, Julian Mulock and
John Rammell recited some of the South of North poems,
and several artists spoke briefly about their work: Joan
Dubros, Claudia McCabe, Andrew Sookrah, Marvyne
Jenoff, Sheila Donohue, Sandra Henderson. It was an
enjoyable “clubby” evening.

CALL FOR ENTRY

Members’ Spring Show, May 20 to June 6, tightly juried.
This exhibition will be on display during Doors Open, May
25. Artists may submit up to three works, no specific theme.
Optional: a brief explanatory paragraph to accompany the
artwork, printed on card and ready to be attached to the
wall. Artists are reminded to refer to the Exhibition
Guidelines, available on the piano. Proper hanging devices
4
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are essential. When registering work for the show, please be
ready with complete information, including price. Work
will be accepted on Friday, May 16 from 12:00 to 2:00 and
Saturday, May 17, from 9:00 to 10:00. Jurying and
installation, May 17. Jurors: Tony Batten, Jim
MacDougall, Art Steven.

DOORS OPEN AND SPILLAGE

We will need artists to work at the Club on Sunday, May 25
in public view.
Indoors, for DOORS OPEN: There will be a model in
the third floor studio from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. at no
charge to artist members. Studio painters please call Olja
Muller, 416-489-2024, to book time.
Outdoors, for SPILLAGE: Part of Elm Street will be
blocked off and painters are invited to set up their easels on
the street. Space is limited. Plein air painters please call Fran
Webster, 416-222-1929, to book time and space.

LOOKING AHEAD

Members’ Summer Show, lightly juried, Monday, June 30
to Tuesday, September 2.

OUTDOOR SKETCHING DAYS

On Sunday, May 18 Helen and George Cuthbertson will
host our first sketching trip of the season. Their farm is off
the Guelph Line. Maps will be available on the piano about
May 2. Lucie Simons will be our host on Saturday, June 14
for a city day in the Woodbine and O’Connor area. More
information is to follow in the June LAMPSletter.
Sketching days are open to artists, photographers, and any
other members who care to come along and join us. Please
call Frances Webster at 416-222-1929 if you have
questions.

MUSICAL NOTES
May will present three pianists and a special Centenary
programme:
John Jull spoke to the Literary Table about the interplay
between three German poems and Brahms’ third piano
sonata. We will hear the music on May 7. Stephanie Chua has
devoted herself to introducing works of the 20th and 21st
Centuries to the public. Come hear her play works by
Canadian composer Alexina Louie among others on May 14.
Ontario-born pianist Arnold Tirzits has returned to Canada
after more than 20 years in Europe teaching and concertizing.
May 28 Jean Edwards has prepared a programme of
mostly Canadian vocal music, dedicated to the memory of
the late Nicholas Goldschmidt, featuring composers who
were or are Club members, including Walter Buczynski,
Healey Willan, Keith Bissell, Louis Applebaum, Sir
Ernest MacMillan and Ernest Seitz. Members are
encouraged to brush up on their Ernest Seitz lyrics for a
sing-along. Do we have to say which song?
Jim Norcop

Stage Auditions for
TWO plays:
For those interested in acting in one or
both of the upcoming stage
productions, auditions will be held on
Thursday May 8th from 7:00–9:00 p.m.
for BOTH plays.
The first piece is a new one-act play,
As Night is to Day, by Dan Ebbs to be
directed by Marianne Fedunkiw. This
eight-page script features 2 women
and 2 men ranging from early 40s to
late 70s, and will be part of Club
Night on Monday, June 23.
Auditions will also be held the same
night, for a presentation in November,
of Ed Hill’s celebratory Club
centenary revue, As Others Saw Us or
Grave Revelations to be directed by
Betty Trott. This work includes 8
male and 8 female parts of various
ages.
For more information, contact
Marianne Fedunkiw at
fedunkiw@hotmail.com or
416-420-6916.

THE GREAT
DEBATE
Wednesday April 30, 2008
6:30 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Debate
RESOLVED that
the Arts and Letters Club
be prepared to take a public stand
on Arts and Cultural issues
Moderator:
Julian Mulock

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of
The Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto
Will take place on
Thursday June 12, 2008,
at 5:15 p.m.
If any member has business to
bring before the meeting, he or
she should send it, in writing, to
the Secretary by 5:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 27, 2008.

Centenary
Committee Report
Although James Westman came down
with laryngitis and the Song Cycle
South of North had to be postponed,
the accompanying Art Show inspired
by Richard Outram’s poems was a
great success! Thanks to Zora
Buchanan and the Art Committee for
rising to the occasion.
The 100 Years of Art at The Arts and
Letters Club continues to rave reviews
at the Varley Art Gallery, Margaret
McBurney’s tour having a record
turnout of Club members and others!
The Centenary celebrations are in
full swing! As Chairman, I am excited
and constantly amazed by the many and
diverse talents of the hundreds of Club
members now springing into action!
John Lawson,
Chair Centenary Committee

For the motion:
John McKellar and Rob Prince

Tuesday May 6

Opposed to the motion:
Philip Mathias and Betty Trott

Repeat performance of Menotti’s
THE MEDIUM
as a benefit for UWO alumni.
Cash bar: 6:00 p.m.
Dinner & show: 7:30 p.m.
$35 per person in advance
Register online by Friday, April 18
www.westernconnect.ca/toronto_them
edium or call 1-866-447-1044

Be prepared to challenge the
speakers with your views

Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

Notice from the
Nominations
Committee
Following are the Club members
proposed as the Officers and Directors
of the Executive Committee for the
coming year 2008–2009
President—Peter G.S. Large
Vice-President—Diane M. Kruger
Vice-President (House)—Richard
Moorhouse
Treasurer—William Buchanan
Counsel—David Phillips
Secretary—Philip Mathias
New Directors
Marianne Fedunkiw, Debora (Sid)
Freeman, Marvyne Jenoff, Farhad
Nargol-O’Neill, Joan VanDuzer,
Patricia Wardrop
2nd year of term:
Hilary Alexander, Larry Lake, Tim
Nau, Margaret Stephenson, Margo
Trevelyan. Margaret Whittaker
This slate will be offered for
confirmation at the annual General
Meeting on 12 June, 2008. Any other
nominations must be received by the
Secretary fifteen days before the
meeting.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: Club Masthead was designed
by Ray Cattell
Page 1: Spillage logo by Andrew
Sookrah
Page 3: Photograph of Barbara J.
McDougall courtesy Barbara J.
McDougall
Page 6: Angel Di Zhang photograph
by Sandra Eadie
Page 7: The Medium ad courtesy
Ruth Morawetz
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
May 2008
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A Moment with Angel

Angel Di Zhang has quickly made the Club her own since
joining four years ago. Her artworks—paintings, fine-art
photography and sculpture—have all appeared in Club
exhibitions and her solo show The Mountain Comes runs in
the Great Hall April 28th to May 16th. To top it off, she is
editor of the LAMPSletter and has served on two Art
Committees.
In her early thirties, Angel has already led the
international life that is becoming a part of the typical
Canadian identity. Born in in China’s Manchuria region, she
landed in London, Ontario via England at the age of 12.
She graduated from Columbia with an undergraduate
degree in fine arts and a Masters in international affairs.
After a stint in business, including time with the NYSE, she
decided to devote herself full-time to her art. Next stop was
Puerto Rico with her fiancé Alexander. She was in New York
on 9/11. The day after, she moved back to Canada.
Angel has no veneer. She is open and passionate about
everything she does. You cannot pin her down about whether
she is a photographer or a painter. She is an artist. “I see no
difference, the process is the same!” She will work as much
with her photographs to create the perfect vision as she
would with a painting. Her concern is her search for the
answer to questions, including, “What is the nature of time?”
The Mountain Comes series works with photographic time
exposures, which have not been adjusted in the computer.
Angel works and thinks in four dimensions. Her reality is
not just the present, but the future the past and the present all
together. Her first novel Of All Meanings, a draft of which she
has completed, explores these themes as well. It is a musing on
time and the future, a call to make the future your own.
Angel has other passions. Last autumn, she and Alexander
moved into a farm in Prince Edward County, where she can
keep her stallion Tianxia (meaning everything under heaven
in Chinese) and her new filly Baby. Inside the house, six pet
chinchillas make a home. Her face lights up as she describes
the beautiful soil on her property, where she has started to
plant an organic vegetable garden.
Angel joined the Club four years ago in a successful quest
to find the company of fellow artists. She is especially glad
that “you are always guaranteed a good conversation,” and
she loves the accepting nature of members.
by Sandra Eadie
6
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General Manager’s Report
This year’s income from catering rentals has improved
significantly due in part to the excellent services provided by
our staff and the great support from members, many who
have booked social or corporate events, thank you. As we
enter a new fiscal year, our advance bookings are quite
strong, the year ahead looks very promising.
Statistics show that the best way to attract new business is
through referrals. Who knows the Club better than our
members? Suggest the Club to a friend or colleague; I can
assure you that they won’t be disappointed!
We have submitted our book, The Great Adventure in the
annual Toronto Book Awards, The Alcuin Book Design
Awards and Heritage Toronto Awards, wish us luck!
Fiona McKeown, General Manager

WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday May 6 ERNA PARIS
“Politics versus Justice”: The surprising birth of the
International Criminal Court.
Tuesday May 13 BRIAN PARKER
“Songs of Apollo”: Michael Langham and Love’s Labours Lost.
Tuesday May 20 KATHERINE SIRLUCK
Senior tutor, English literature, University of British Columbia.
“Here’s fine revolution”: Hamlet and the mutations of thought.
Tuesday May 27 MARTIN HUNTER Hands Across the
Sea: The Theatrical Career of Raymond Massey.

Poetry Group
Tuesday May 13 at 3:00 p.m. in the LAMPSroom, The life,
times, poetry, and prose works of MARGARET ATWOOD.
Where does this esteemed author rank in history’s register?
What makes her work so distinctive, popular, recognized,
and above all, extraordinarily successful?
We will also contemplate inviting the distinguished
American poet and author, MAYA ANGELOU (scheduled to
speak at Thomson Hall in June) to attend at our Club while
she is in Toronto. For further information, please contact
Margo Hunt 416-925-8922

Screenwriters
On Friday May 30, screening and discussion of 38-minute
short film I Shout Love (2001), written and directed by Sarah
Polley. For additional information please contact David Eng.

WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Club Nights

Writers Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Friday May 2, Caroline Leslie will be speaking on the impact
that books have had on her life. Caroline graced our Club
with a performance of Golden Oldies in 2006. She is an
attained concert, Broadway and opera artist, with world life
experience. Don’t miss this opportunity!
For further information
call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Monday, May 5 THE MEDIUM is a short
(one hour) two-act dramatic opera with
words and music by Gian Carlo Menotti.
Commissioned by Columbia University,
its first performance was there on 8 May
1946. This fully staged production is
presented by members of UWO Don
Wright Faculty of Music students, alumni and faculty.
Monday, May 12 As part of our centenary celebrations
Carol McGirr and Rod Carruthers will tell tales about the life
and times of Marius Barbeau, an early Club member, who
collected folktales, ballads and songs during his travels
as a world-famous anthropologist.
TUESDAY, MAY 20 CHARLES HILL,
Curator of Contemporary Art, National Gallery of Canada
will open The Centenary Members’ Spring Exhibition
with a talk and presentation, “New Art In A New Land:
Dr. Max Stern And The Dominion Gallery In The 1940’s.”
Forced to close his family’s Dusseldorf art gallery by the
Nazis, Dr Max Stern opened a business in London. With the
fall of France he was interned as a German National and sent
to internment camps in Canada. Released in 1942 he went
to work at Rose Millman’s Dominion Gallery in Montreal. The
talk will look at Stern’s business experience in Dusseldorf
and London and how he made the Dominion Gallery a
centre for Canadian Art in the 1940’s.
Monday, May 26

TRUMAN CAPOTE: Reflected on Stage and Screen

John Twomey presents the stage and screen portrayals of
Capote, the writer said to have “streaked across the middle of
the century on a comet of genius, self-destruction, and fame.”

Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, May 7 JOHN JULL, piano
Popular club member playing Brahms’ Third Piano Sonata
Wednesday, May 14 STEPHANIE CHUA, piano
20th and 21st Century music,
including a work by Alexina Louie
Wednesday, May 21 ARNOLD TIRZITS, piano
First opportunity to hear this artist after his return
from his years in Europe
Wednesday, May 28

JEAN EDWARDS, soprano
BRAHM GOLDHAMER, piano

Special Centenary Celebration
Canadian vocal music by past and present club members

Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Friday, May 9 7:00 p.m. Great Hall.
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill will be making a
presentation on his latest sculpture commission: Corpus et
Spiritus. Video presentation, a short talk about the
commission, and Q&A session to follow.

Wednesday, May 14

Friday, May 16 7:00 p.m. Closing night of Angel Di
Zhang’s The Mountain Comes solo exhibition. She will
present on the technical aspects of photographic technique
as well as the philosophy of her newer works.

In 1980s Berlin, when the Minister of Culture becomes
interested in the wife of a dramatist, a Secret Service (Stasi)
agent is instructed to observe the couple.

Friday, May 23 6:00 p.m. Counting down to the greatest
party of the year, the makers of AD LIB happenings will be
throwing a PRE SPILLAGE party. Great conversation, silly
hats, collective DJ and more! Come get your groove on.

DAS LEBEN DER ANDEREN (The Lives of Others) 2006

Photography Group
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416-594-9009 or gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Friday, May 30 7:00 p.m. sharp. Storytelling—an ages-old
oral tradition. Following guests Carol McGirr, Adèle
Koehnke and renowned author and storyteller, Dan
Yashinsky, audience members can feel free to ‘tell’ a story.
Yashinsky’s latest book will be available.
May 2008
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2
1
LAMPS lunch Painters
TGIF Lunch
Reservations 12 noon
12–1:00 p.m. Writers Table

3

8
9
LAMPS lunch Painters
Reservations TGIF Lunch
12–1:00 p.m. 12 noon

10

15

17

12 noon
SHERRY, TAPAS
and FLAMENCO
6 p.m. for
6:30 p.m.

4
Painters

5
Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

6

7
Painters
Studio
Music Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

11
Painters

12

18
Painters
Outdoor
Sketching

19

25

26

27

28

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
MEMBERS DINNER
6:00 p.m. Cash Bar
7:00 p.m. Dinner

SPILLAGE
100 Years of
Art on Elm
DOORS OPEN

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

13

14
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Architecture
Mtg 5 p.m.
FILM NIGHT

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Poetry Group
3:00 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:30 p.m.

20

VICTORIA DAY Literary Table
CLUB CLOSED Lunch 12:00 noon

Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
Mtg 1:30 p.m.

16
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

22
23
Painters
Painters Studio LAMPS lunch
Lunch 1
Music
Reservations TGIF
2 noon
Wednesday
12–1:00 p.m. Screenwriters
21

Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.
12 noon
Club night Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Moved due to
Victoria Day

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, May 9, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Art
Installation

24

12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

29
30
LAMPS lunch Painters
Reservations TGIF Lunch
12–1:00 p.m. 12 noon

31
Art
Installation

Screenwriters
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416 597-0223
Fax 416 597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
This is my last column as President of the Club. I have
been thinking of how I will end this record of my
thoughts, comments, opinions and thanks. The one
thought that is uppermost is the energy and enthusiasm
that is brought to the Club by so many of our
members. Without all of the volunteers within the
Club it would be just an interesting, historical shell
with no life. It is the members who give it life and
heart.
The Executive have been busy, plans are underway to make some required
changes to the building. Nothing major this year, but more planning for the
future will occur ready to be put in place next summer (2009). All of this
done within the financial limits of the Club, but we must keep up
appearances for the benefit of our members and renters. The new lease for the
St. George’s Society has been negotiated; we will enjoy their presence for at
least another five years.
You may receive this copy before we enjoy “Spillage” which was advertised
in last month’s newsletter. The organisers were talking about one hundred
Club members volunteering. I don’t think we have quite that many but when
you consider the portion of active members in the Club, this is a large
percentage. We will also have guest performers, at least one politician,
hundreds of Doors Open visitors and, the excitement of participation in a
unique activity that may not be repeated for another one hundred years.
Bring your families and friends to enjoy this very special day.
The Great Debate that was held on the last day of April was a great
success. The question was “Should the Arts and Letters Club of Toronto be
prepared to take a public stand on Arts and Cultural issues?” It was a lively
discussion. John McKellar and Rob Prince spoke for the motion, Philip
Mathias and Betty Trott spoke against and Julian Mulock was an apt
Moderator, keeping everything under control yet allowing free thought.
Do we care about the Arts in Canada? Is it possible to reach out to the
world outside our walls and maintain the calm within? The Club is an oasis,
but should we just sit in our “comfortable pew” and not do what we can to
understand or participate in activities that will better our world? We had
Club members offer their opinions and then a vote. I found points that I
could agree with in almost all of the arguments. But in the end, the group
promoting outreach and the need to make our voice heard outside the Club
had a majority. I believe we need a few more debates!
The nominations for the new Executive represent a wonderful crosssection of the Club. I wish them success in solving all of the issues that will be
part of their tenure and hope that we all have good health and lively minds to
enjoy our wonderful Club.
I will see you at the Annual General Meeting.
Lorna Kelly, President

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
Thursday June 12, 2008
5:15 p.m.
(see inside for details)

Centenary Ascot
Garden Party Tea
Come and enjoy a wonderful selection of
savories, sandwiches and pastries
in the lovely Rosedale garden
of Lucy Giles

Thursday June 19
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
11 Lamport Ave
(off Crescent Rd. very limited parking)
Bus from Rosedale
or walk from Sherbourne subway
A Centennial event for members of the
Arts & Letters Club and
the St. George’s Society

Ladies and gentlemen,
please use your fertile imaginations
Create the most original head gear
and be rewarded
Price $30 per person
Excluding sherry, wine and Pimms
Members Only
This is always a sell-out event
Please reserve in advance
416 507-0223 Ext. 2 (voice mail)

Members News
A new show of Ron Bolt Works on Paper—Selections from
Three Decades will be exhibited at the new and exciting A.K.
Collings Gallery in Port Hope from May 4 to May 25. The
Gallery at 41 John Street in Port Hope is a one hour drive
east of Toronto. Why not make a short day trip to this
historic town on the Ganaraska River and visit the show.
Hours are from noon to 4 p.m. Thursday to Sunday.
www.akcollings.com.
Visiting Newfoundland this summer? Ron Bolt will have
new, dynamic paintings of rocks and water at the Christina
Parker Gallery in St. John’s, opening June 20, The Gallery at
7 Plank Street, blasted out of solid rock, is easily accessible in
the downtown historic area. www.christinaparkergallery.com.

Theatre Society’s 2009 theatrical programming. Show Dates
are April 24 to May 3, 2009 at the Firehall Theatre in
Niagara Falls.
David Dawson’s solo exhibition will run from June 7 to 28
at the Chapel Gallery, 15 King St. in Bracebridge. The show
will mostly be of impressions of the land leaning towards
abstract.
Heather O’Connor will have a solo show of recent work at
The Campbell House Museum, June 1 to June 30.
Reception is on Thursday June 5 from 1:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. 160 Queen St West, Toronto.
Diana Pakkala’s artwork will be in the Art Gallery of Peel’s
35th Annual Juried Show which runs from April 30 to
June 15. www.peelheritagecomplex.org

Martha Spence, with members of Atelier S and Christopher
Foley, will be performing in a concert series of opera arias and
scenes, In Concert: Celebrating Opera. May 23 at 7:30 p.m.
will be Jewels of the French tradition, May 25 at 3:30 p.m. will
be Delights of German opera, and May 28 at 7:30 p.m. will
finish with Passione Italiana. All performances will take place
at College St. United Church, 454 College St. at Bathurst.
Email Martha marsie@sympatico.ca or call her at
416 239-7292. www.atelier-s.org

Natural Harmony will be an exhibition of recent oil
paintings by Hugh Thompson and John Bell. This
exhibition celebrates the natural aesthetic and our historic
relationship with nature, now under extreme pressure from
all sides in the name of growth. Opening on Thursday May
22 at “rare” headquarters in the Village of Blair, Cambridge,
Ontario and continues to June 6. Hugh Thompson at 519
212-0163 or hthompson@rogers.blackberry.net

In case you missed Rudolf Stussi’s solo exhibition Bent at St
Lawrence College in Brockville, he is having a sale of his
artwork at his studio, No.7, 592 Markham St, in Mirvish
Village (Bathurst & Bloor) on Sat May 24 and Sun May 25,
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. to raise money for his forthcoming
year-long stay in Europe. 416 694-8118.

New Members

The Blue Mountain Foundation for the Arts presents its
20th Annual Town & Country Studio Tour June 6, 7 & 8.
Members are cordially invited to visit Diane Kruger and
Gary Stark at Gary’s studio, 106 Maple Lane, Swiss
Meadows, Blue Mountain. Studio 16 on the tour map,
www.bmfa.on.ca
A photograph by Marvyne Jenoff has been accepted into
the Toronto School of Art’s CONTACT show and will be
hanging there until May 31. Located at 410 Adelaide Street
West, 3rd floor Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, or
phone the School at 416 504-7910.
In May, as part of her guest M.A. and Ph.D. seminars on
discourse analysis at Saitama University in Japan, Dr. Carolle
Gagnon of Laurentian University took examples from
Looking Through Stone: Poems about the Earth by Susan
Ioannou. “I think Japanese people will like your poetry,” she
stated. “With its crystal-clear make-up, if I may put it this
way, your poetry has, to me, a Japanese quality.”
Kathleen Reichelt’s one act play Who Killed the Curator,
staged at the Club last June and July, has been accepted as a
winning entry for the Evan Hughes Memorial Play Writing
Contest. The play will be part of the Niagara Falls Music
2
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Nancy A. Shirer is the daughter of architect Robert S.
Hanks (former head of the Home Smith Architectural
Dept). She graduated with honors in Psychology and has her
MA in Special Education. Nancy is a former member of the
Etobicoke Quilter’s Guild and other quilting groups. A quilt
was featured in Canadian Living magazine in 1983 when a
copy of it was presented to the Governor General and two
banners are displayed each year at the Islington United
Church during the Christmas season. Nancy is also a patron
of the National Ballet and a former secretary of the
Volunteer Committee of the Toronto Symphony. Nancy is
sponsored by Gerry Sevier and by Arthur Steven.
John W. Shirer has his Bachelor of Arts and LLB. He is a
collector of Canadian visual arts and a patron of the
National Ballet of Canada. He sat on the Board of Directors
at St. Georges College (choir school) from 1973 to 1980.
John has been a past president of the Toronto Lawyer
Association and St. Georges Golf Club. He was also a past
director of the Frontiers Foundation, Independent Order of
Foresters, and past counsel for the Etobicoke Red Cross.
Currently he is a Toronto representative for Universal
Editions (music publishing). John is sponsored by Gerry
Sevier and Jessica Steven.
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

OBITUARIES
John Fenwick Irwin

nephew, Keith Humphreys, who
phoned John at 5:00 every afternoon,
without fail. And, two or three times
each year, Keith flew from Newcastle,
England, to visit his Uncle John, who
died peacefully on January 30, 2008.
by Margaret McBurney

Corinne McLuhan

Born in England in 1915, John was a
journalist who came to Canada in
1952 after serving with The New
Statesman in India in the ’30s and
with the British 8th Army in North
Africa during W.W.II. He was an
editor with Saturday Night magazine
and later with The Financial Post. The
club became a second home to him
and he served as a well-loved president
in 1970–72.
John was a dear friend and one of
the finest people I have ever known.
He faced his last years with tireless
courage. Several years ago, when told
that the Parkinson’s disease from which
he suffered would make returning to
his home impossible, he was admitted
to Grace Hospital where his wife was a
long-term patient. John put their
house on the market—but first he
donated five paintings to the club, all
of them done by club artists. (One
hangs at the top of the stairs next to
the general-manager’s office.) He then
arranged for the staff at the Arts and
Letters Club to be given their choice
of furnishings, china, books etc. Six or
seven young people met at his home
one Saturday morning and quietly
took turns choosing the items they
wanted –– an emotional task for all of
them but they were very grateful.
John’s lengthy stay in hospital was
made bearable thanks to his devoted

Corinne McLuhan, Charter Woman
of the Arts and Letters Club, died on
April 4, 2008, in her home,
surrounded by her family. Corinne
was an actress, English teacher and
spouse of the late Marshall McLuhan.
She edited his first book The
Gutenberg Galaxy. Literature was the
greatest passion of Corrine, and she
was an ardent participant of the
Literary Table, which she attended
weekly. Until the last few years, she
attended every Fête Champêtre. We
did nightly walks together in
Wychwood Park, and often went to
the Symphony together. I will miss my
dear friend Corinne greatly.
by Lela Wilson

Centenary
Committee Report
The Spring Revue “Déjà Vu,” a
retrospective of skits, song and dance
from past Spring Revues, directed by
Betty Trott, sold out to packed
houses, a major contribution by the
Stage Committee to our Centenary
celebrations! A total of some 79 Club
members on and back stage were
involved, a record!
As noted elsewhere, our joint
garden party with St. George’s Society
will be at Lucy Giles’ house, another
Centenary celebration!
The performance to a packed house
of Gian Carlo Menotti’s dramatic
opera “The Medium” by members of
the University of Western Ontario
Faculty of Music, arranged by Ruth
Morawetz, was hugely successful!
The Literary Committee’s special
Centenary programme “The Life and
Times of Marius Barbeau” by Carol
McGirr and Rod Carruthers

reminded us of the incredible genius
of this man who preserved for Canada
its folktales, ballads and songs as he
traveled throughout the country. He
was accompanied from time to time
by Sir Ernest MacMillan, who
arranged some of the songs beautifully.
The May Members Dinner featured
Barbara J. McDougall. What a
Centenary line-up—already Rex
Murphy, Barbara McDougall, and to
come Alan Gotlieb! Organized by
Margaret Logan.
The Great Debate sparked a lively
discussion. The motion “Resolved that
the Arts and Letters Club be prepared
to take a public stand on arts and
cultural issues” passed on a straw vote,
thus bringing this important matter
before the Club once more!
Jean Edwards’ Centenary concert,
featuring past and present Club
composers, packed the Club and
brought the house down!
Yet to come is the new one act play,
Club Night June 23, As Night is to Day
by Dan Ebbs, directed by Marianne
Fedunkiw.
On Club Night June 9 we have
music and art combined in the Arthur
Lismer opening with William Aide
performing!
And on and on it goes! The fall
promises to bring us more Centenary
events, culminating in the great New
Year’s Eve party which will signal the
end of the Club’s Centenary year!
John Lawson

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: Club Masthead was designed
by Ray Cattell
Page 3: John Irwin photograph
courtesy Margaret McBurney
Page 5: Ad Lib advert by Kathleen
Reichelt
Page 5: Photo of Doris McCarthy
courtesy Margaret Schatzky
Page 6: Film Night image courtesy
David Eng
Page 6: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
THANKS
I seem to spend a lot of my LAMPSletter space thanking
members but it’s because members do so much for the Art
Committee and we couldn’t manage without the extra help.
In April some of the South of North show work was re-hung
in the Lounge. Thank you, Ken Flitton, Marvyne Jenoff,
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, and Frances Webster. And thanks
to Mike Spence, Andrew Sookrah and Ken Flitton for
helping Angel Di Zhang hang her photographs.
This month the Varley Show came down and everything
was returned to the Club. All at once! Helping to re-hang
and, in some instances, re-wire were Joan Dubros, Ken
Flitton, Barbara Mitchell, John Mitchell, Michael Spence.
Thanks too to the Club Manager and staff and particularly
Chris Gardiner.
Zora Buchanan

CALL FOR ENTRIES
Members’ Summer Show, Monday June 30 to Tuesday
morning, September 2. Lightly juried. Members may
submit up to three works, no specific theme. Entrants are
reminded to refer to the Exhibition Guidelines available on
the piano. Proper hanging devices are essential. When
registering for the show, please be ready with complete
information, including price. Work will be accepted on
Friday, June 27 from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. and Saturday,
June 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Jurying and
installation will be on June 28.

STUDIOS
After many years of successfully running the Friday and
Sunday Studios respectively, Wendy Boyd and Andrew
Sookrah are stepping down. Wendy has been involved in
both the Sunday and now Friday painting group for more
years than I can remember. Andrew has opened up the Club
every Sunday and organized the Sunday Life painting group
for members and visiting artists for many years. The Club
has been fortunate to have had these capable artists looking
after the studios for such a long time. This is the kind of
initiative that adds greatly to the vitality of the Club. Thank
you on behalf of the Club and all the artists who have
benefited from your dedication. I am pleased to report that
Olja Müller will continue to look after the Wednesday
studios in her usual efficient way.

VOLUNTEER!
It would be a great pity to see the Friday and Sunday studios
fade and die for want of a few volunteer hours. Surely there
are Club artists who would be willing to book a model from
a well compiled list, collect the fees, pay the model, set up
the pose and call the breaks. This could easily be a shared
position. Olja Müller has kindly offered to meet with any
prospective volunteer and go over exactly what the position
4
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entails. Wendy will continue until the end of June and
Andrew until July 27. If you are interested in taking over
either of these Studios please call Olja at 416 489-2024
Zora Buchanan

OUTDOOR SKETCHING DAYS
Lucie Simons will be our host on Saturday, June 14 for a
city day in the Woodbine and O’Connor area. We have
made arrangements to go back to Westwind Lodge near
Buckhorn in mid-October. More information is to follow in
the July LAMPSletter.
Sketching days are open to artists, photographers, and any
other members who care to come along and join us. Please
call Frances Webster at 416 222-1929 if you have questions.
The Georgian Bay Land Trust is sponsoring another art
Auction in November. Any artist willing to donate a work of
art depicting Georgian Bay please contact Sue Russell. The
Land Trust is also encouraging any artist who would like to
visit the Bay on July 26 to come and paint, draw, sketch,
make a print of a specific view on the Lizard Island. This
island belongs to the Georgian Bay Land Trust and is just
opposite Melhuish island. Boat rides and accommodation will
be provided. If more than 10 people donate their paintings of
Lizard Island we will have to have a juried selection. Contact
Sue Russell 416 923-4919 or 705 756-1670.

General Manager’s Report
In recognition of our Centenary, The Commensal
Vegetarian Restaurant, our neighbour located steps from the
Club, has kindly offered a gift certificate to each member.
The $10.00 gift certificate is valid anytime until June 30th
and can be picked up at the Club bar. Enjoy this delicious
treat from a thoughtful neighbour!
If you are travelling this summer please refer to the listing
of affiliated Clubs in the “about us” section of our website.
We have a number of affiliations with like-minded Clubs in
major cities in the USA and Great Britain. Naomi will be
pleased to provide you with letters of introduction.
Fiona McKeown, General Manager
With ‘Anne of Green Gables’ celebrating ‘her’ 100th
Anniversary, it is interesting to note her connection to The
Arts and Letters Club.
It was in 1964, and Dr. Lorne Pierce, the Editor-in-Chief
of The Ryerson Press, turned over the job of designing and
producing an Anniversary Edition of ‘Anne’ to Art Director
Arthur Steven. Steven commissioned Hilton Hassell to paint
‘Anne’s’ portrait for the book jacket and also several
illustrations for the story.
It would have been nice to have brought ‘Anne’ to lunch
at the Club—but, of course, “no women”!

Audition Notice for
“Accidental Episode”
“What we are bound to is what we also desire to
destroy, defend and escape.” Written by Kathleen
Reichelt. Directed by Wesley Rickert.
Audition times: Thursday May 29, 7:00–9:00 p.m. and
Thursday June 5, 7:00–9:00 p.m. in the Great Hall.
Four roles to be cast: two actors for a scene of wordplay
banter, two members of a submarine crew. Not gender
specific. The script requires four actors/performers to
play in a post-modernist collaborative art event that
incorporates live stage action, large scale projected video
feed, high fidelity experimental audio and elements of
contemporary art installation. The event will take place
in the Great Hall in July 2008 as part of Ad Lib.

MUSICAL NOTES

Special event:

Join us for We SHOUT poetry,
Friday June 6 at 7:00 p.m.

J.E.H. MacDonald
Honorary Member for Painting

We regret very much that one of the most anticipated
Centenary events had to be canceled: the reprise of
South of North with music by the late Srul Irving Glick
to poetry of Richard Outram. This work was
commissioned by the club for our 90th anniversary and
was sung by the then up-and-coming young baritone,
James Westman. Mr. Westman’s career has blossomed
in the past ten years and he now sings all over the
world. He graciously consented to revisit the work for
us, but unfortunately was laid low by a throat virus. If
he can fit us into his busy international schedule, we
hope to reschedule the event.
June will see three of our wonderful musician Club
members performing. John Jull, piano and Jonathan
Krehm, bassett horn, will perform with Noam Miller,
clarinet, on June 4. Club night June 9 will feature Bill
Aide, piano in a programme with Peter Stoll, clarinet,
and David Hetherington, assistant cellist with the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Our Steinway grand
will get a further workout on June 11 when Chris
Donnelly, jazz pianist returns to thrill us.
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill up.
Some of the events already booked are two Aldeburgh
Discovery concerts, a return by former staff member,
Todor Kobakov, pianist, and the remarkable Vadim
Serebryany, pianist, who has given us such wonderful
concerts in the past.
The Music Committee would like to thank the staff for
their excellent service and support throughout the year,
Chef Peace for his fine meals and the members who
have helped to make Music Wednesdays and Music
Club Nights so successful.

From left to right: Zora Buchanan, Doris McCarthy, Lorna Kelly

On May 1, 2008, Zora Buchanan, Chair of the Art
Committee, and President Lorna Kelly were pleased to invite
the well-known painter Doris McCarthy to the Club to ask
her to accept honorary membership in the Club.
Doris McCarthy has contributed to the education of many
artists, she has moved many of us by her paintings, and the
Committee felt that because of her long association and
contribution to the arts in Canada she was a worthy recipient
of the J.E.H. MacDonald Honourary membership.

Jim Norcop
June 2008
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ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
and Members Dinner
Thursday June 12, 2008
Meeting 5:15 p.m.
Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Please attend and enjoy
all the traditional aspects of the evening:
The Fanfare by Louis Applebaum, the singing of the
Healey Willan setting of our original Constitution and
the Cleeve Horne Bar Legacy— a free drink for all
attendees… and two for the President

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door
Wednesday, June 11

LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON
(The Diving Bell and the Butterfly) (2007)

Members may attend the meeting only or stay for the
Members Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Reservations are not required for the meeting
Advance reservations are required for dinner
Price $28, payable in advance (Members Only)
Naomi Hunter 416 597-0223 Ext. 2

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Ad Lib

When a successful French fashion editor is almost
completely physically paralyzed by a stroke,
he is determined to complete
a previously commissioned memoir.
Winner of Best Director at the 2007 Cannes Film Festival,
and Best Director and Best Foreign Language Film
at the Golden Globe Awards.

6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Friday, June 6
We SHOUT Poetry! An evening of sharing poetry, with club
members and friends. All are welcome to read their original
work, or to come and listen. Doors open at 7:00 p.m.—poets
sign up at 7:30 p.m.—with readings commencing at
8:00 p.m.. Contact Barry Wallace for more details.
No judging, just sharing!
Friday, June 13
JOTO—Jammin’ On the One improv night.
Friday, June 20
Bond Night with your hosts George and Nancy Kee
Friday, June 27
Hot Shots Photography Group exhibition 7:00 p.m.
The evening will consist of printed images on display
and a continuous slide show.
Group members will discuss their works.
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Screenwriters
There will be no Screenwriters lunch in the month of June.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, June 10
at 3:00 p.m. in the LAMPSroom. This meeting will further
discuss the poetry/prose works of Margaret Atwood and will
compare with that of other Atwood contemporaries such as
Alice Munro. Factors such as style, themes, and focus of the
works will be considered. This meeting is a continuation of
the group’s May discussion.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt 416 925-8922

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Club Nights

Literary Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, June 2
MADELINE FORSTER—This young, talented jazz singer
of standards and bebop makes her Toronto debut at the
Club, backed by her quartet.

ALEXANDER LEGGATT

Monday, June 9
Opening of the Arthur Lismer exhibition,
curated by club archivist Scott James
PETER STOLL, clarinet
DAVID HETHERINGTON, cello
BILL AIDE, piano
Brahms: Sonata in E flat major, Op. 120 no.2
for clarinet and piano
Brahms: Trio in A minor, Op. 114 for clarinet, cello and piano
Monday, June 16
TBA
Monday, June 23
An evening of theatre: Celebrating the launch of a new
anthology of plays by Ontario playwrights published by
Theatre Ontario and Playwrights Canada Press, the Club will
present two of the one-act plays onstage in the Great Hall.
“As Night is to the Day,” by Dan Ebbs,
is directed by Marianne Fedunkiw,
and “Health Class,” by David Craig,
is directed by David Craig.
Copies of the new anthologies will be available for sale and
for signing by the playwrights.
Monday, June 30
To open the Members’ Summer Show, guest Lynne Griffin
will speak on “The Body as a Canvas:
How the Senses are Used in All Disciplines of the Arts.”

Photography Group
The last meeting of the photography group was a lively
evening where we discussed and shared
our photos of shots of Reflections.
The next meeting will be an Ad Lib event on Friday June 27,
starting at 7:00 p.m. The evening will consist of a continuous
slide show of the photography group’s recent images plus
numerous printed images will be displayed as well.
Members of the group will be there to discuss their works.
All members of the club and guests are invited to attend.
For more information write to George Lobb
lobbcom@rogers.com. A planning meeting for the Ad Lib
event is scheduled on Wednesday, June 18 at 6 p.m.
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416 594-9009 or gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Tuesday, June 3

Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto
“All’s Well That Ends Well”
An introduction to this summer’s Stratford production
Tuesday, June 10

JAN REHNER

Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, York University
“On Pain of Death”—her latest mystery novel set in the
French underground movement of WWII.
Tuesday, June 17

PATRICK CAMPBELL MacCULLOCH

“The Campbell Quest”—Pat’s soon-to-be-published account
of his family’s life in 19th century Ireland and America drawn
from their copious correspondence.
Tuesday, June 24

FÊTE CHAMPÊTRE

Pot Luck Lunch in Lela Wilson’s garden
41 Alcina Avenue, south of St Clair, west of Bathurst
Please bring a cold offering and, if possible, a garden chair.

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, June 4

NOAM MILLER, clarinet JOHN JULL, piano
JONATHAN KREHM, bassett horn

Two concert pieces by Mendelssohn: Ops. 113 and 114
Plus duets for clarinet and bassett horn
Wednesday, June 11

CHRIS DONNELLY, jazz pianist

Chris returns again! Come on out all you jazz fans!

Writers Table
Please join us on Friday June 16
at the Writers Table where John Twomey will be speaking
on “Brief Encounters at the Edge of History,
A Memoir in Progress”
Do not miss this fabulous opportunity in listening to John
and being able to ask him questions about his memoirs
around his life at CBC, Ryerson’s School of Radio-Television
Arts and much much more.
If you have any questions, please call Jack McQuaig
at 416 485-9289
June 2008
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Painters

Painters

15
Painters

22
Painters

29
Painters

Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

16
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

23

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Executive Mtg
5:30 p.m.

Painters Studio LAMPS lunch
Music Cttee Mtg Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
FILM NIGHT

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Group
3:00 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Stage Cttee Mtg
7:00 p.m.

17

24

Club Night
Literary Table
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
12:00 noon

19

18
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
returns in
September
Photography
Group 6:00 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
Annual General
Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Members Dinner
7:00 p.m.

25
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
returns in
September

No LAMPSlunch
today
Centenary Ascot
Garden Party
Tea 4:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

20

Art Installation

OUTDOOR
SKETCHING

21

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

26

27

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch 1
2 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

28
Art Installation

30
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, June 13, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416 597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416 597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416 597-0223
Fax 416 597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

The Newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
July/August 2008 Vol. 67 No. 7

President’s Column
This is my first LAMPSletter column as your President.
It is a great honour and I thank the membership for
their confidence in me.
My special thanks must go to the outgoing President
Lorna Kelly. Throughout my two years as VicePresident, she has been my unfailing mentor, involving
me in and working together on issues (and surprises) that
arise in a President’s term.
My appreciation also goes to the members leaving the
Board, for their dedication and clear-eyed decision making: President Lorna
Kelly, Treasurer Robert White, Vice-President (House) Peter Alberti, Counsel
Peter K. Large, Recording Secretary Helen G. Mitchell, Zora Buchanan, Rod
Carruthers, Penelope Cookson, Peter Fleming, and Malcolm McGrath.
I welcome members of the current Board who are staying for their second
term: Secretary Philip Mathias, Hilary Alexander, Larry Lake, Tim Nau,
Margaret Stephenson, Margot Trevelyan, Margaret Whittaker and welcome
the new members to the Board: Vice-President Diane Kruger, Vice-President
(House) Richard Moorhouse, Treasurer Bill Buchanan, Counsel David
Phillips, Marianne Fedunkiw, Debora (Sid) Freeman, Marvyne Jenoff,
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, Joan Van Duzer and Patricia Wardrop.
Through dedicated leadership by the Board, particularly the VicePresident (House) and his committee, the Treasurer, in collaboration with our
excellent General Manager, the Club is in a strong financial position.
My term begins in the midst of our Centennial celebrations and what a year
it is proving to be. Beginning on November 3rd, 2007 with the launch of
Margaret McBurney’s superb history The Great Adventure—100 Years At The
Arts and Letters Club, and continuing with so many other events (banquets,
concerts, theatre, SPILLAGE!, etc) the entire Club is engaged in celebrating
this milestone. The Centennial Year offers us many things, two of which stand
out for me. The first, of course, is the well-justified celebration of our first 100
years. The second is the opportunity to think about what future we envision
for our Club. Some early thinking has begun on this important question and
we will seek your views on what you would like our future to include.
The new Board will have its first meeting on July 8, 2008 and will begin
discussions on how to preserve and build upon today’s excellent financial
position. We will continue the planned up-keep and improvements to our
Elm Street home. We will encourage careful growth of our membership with
special attention to younger members who will one day be our leaders.
Results from activities like these can only be achieved through a positive
collaboration of Board and staff. The Board’s task is to develop vision, set
direction and supporting policy; the staff ’s role is to turn Board priorities into
concrete results.
Peter Large

Summer Movie
Club Nights
Movies based on
Classic Works of Art
Monday, July 7

EAST OF EDEN

Based on the novel by
John Steinbeck and
stars James Dean.

Monday, July 14

KING LEAR

The Shakespearean
tragedy that gave us
the expression
“How sharper than a
serpent's tooth it is to
have a thankless child.”

Monday, July 21

IMPROMPTU

In 1830s France, pianist/
composer Frédéric Chopin
is pursued romantically
by the determined,
individualistic woman
who uses the name
George Sand.

Monday, July 28

GIRL WITH A PEARL
EARRING

A young maid in the
house of painter
Johannes Vermeer
becomes his assistant
and the model for one
of his most famous works.

Members News
Several of the Arts & Letters Club best
and brightest women (including its
Past President, Lorna Kelly) have had
their portraits exhibited as a part of a
photographic installation that is a
feature of the 2nd annual
LUMINATO Festival (an eclectic arts
festival of high-quality and highprofile events and performances—
luminato.com). French photographer
Pierre Maraval—www.maraval.org—
presents one of his “human
landscapes” in an installation titled
Toronto’s Mille Femmes—discover
1,000 magnificent women from
Toronto, which ran June 6–15, Allen
Lambert Galleria, Brookfield Place
(formerly BCE Place). Some of the
Club women participating were Lorna
Kelly, Sheila Donohue, Marvyne
Jenoff, Dare Shapiro, Kay
Montgomery, Rosemary Aubert,
Anna Dowbiggin, Karina Rammell,
Morna Wales, and Kati Rekai.
Zora Buchanan is exhibiting her
acrylic and collage works in the
Abstract Works Exhibition in the
Scollard Street Gallery, 112 Scollard
Street, Yorkville. Works on show June
7–28 www.scollardstreetgallery.com
Johanna Sedlmayer-Katz has
endowed a new memorial lecture on
“Canadiana” (literary, artistic or
historical) through the Friends of the
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library at
the University of Toronto, in memory
of her late husband, Leon Katz. His
autograph collection, along with
numerous rare books are held in the
collection. The inaugural Leon Katz
Memorial Lecture will be held in the
spring of 2009.
Ed Yaghdjian was the recipient of
the Best Floral Award in the 2008
Juried Spring Show of The
Willowdale Group of Artists, for his
painting Peonies. He was also the
recipient of the Second Prize Award
of the 2008 First Juried On-line
Exhibition of the Society of
Canadian Artists.
2

July/August 2008

John Rammell reports that on May
13th in a ceremony that was rich with
tradition and ritual, John Lawson was
conferred with the honorary degree of
Doctor of Sacred Letters by the
University of Trinity College,
University of Toronto. After a lifetime
of commitment to the cultural life of
Toronto, we believe it is an honour that
he richly deserves. Congratulations
John. The Arts & Letters Club is proud
to have you as a member!
John Illingworth will be appearing this
summer at both the Toronto and
Hamilton Fringe Festivals in an
intriguing, 50-minute play entitled
Without Whom by R.J. Downes. There
will be 7 performances for the Toronto
Fringe between July 2 and July 12 at the
St. Vladimir’s Theatre at 620 Spadina
Ave, south of Harbord. The free Fringe
program will show exact dates and
times. The Hamilton Fringe Festival
runs from August 15 to August 24.
The OSA in the GTA is a new
initiative linking OSA members and
the GTA galleries that handle their
work. There are ten galleries showing
the work of 65 OSA members. Peter
G.S. Large and Gerry Sevier are
showing at the Win Henstock Gallery
and Pat Fairhead is showing at Trias
Gallery. Peter Large is the sixth A&L
Club member to also be an OSA
member. The others are Sir Wyly
Grier, C.W Jeffreys, Fred Haines,
L.A.C. Panton, and Cleeve Horne.
The exhibitions continue through July
and August, see the OSA website for
dates. www.ontariosocietyofartists.org
Nona Macdonald Heaslip received an
Honorary LL.D. from the University
of Prince Edward Island on May 10th
in recognition of the undergraduate
scholarships established at ten
Canadian universities, including UPEI,
by the William and Nona Heaslip
Foundation. Her Macdonald roots on
the island go back to 1772. Nona and
her late husband Bill Heaslip have
supported the arts, education and
health care. Nona is a vice president of
the Canadian Theatre Museum whose
board meetings are held at the Club.

Member Bruce Davis and his wife,
Seonaid, have purchased Manse Lane
Bed and Breakfast, Gananoque’s oldest
B & B, and they will be splitting their
time between Toronto and Eastern
Ontario for the summer. Visit
www.manselane.com.

New Members
Mary R. Lund is a retired teacher who
enjoys music, theatre, visual arts,
calligraphy and photography. She
hopes to join her husband, Kenneth at
the Literary Table. She belongs to 2
book clubs and is also an avid birdwatcher. In the past, she has written
for various United Church
publications. Mary is sponsored by
Kenneth Lund and Peter Webb.
Paul W. McCarthy graduated from the
National University of Ireland, and
medical school post graduate training
in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Baltimore, and
Harvard. Recently retired from
psychiatry, Paul has held positions in
his career as a Psychiatrist in Chief at
Ontario Hospital in Whitby, Clinical
Director Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry for Greater Dublin and
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Medicine
at the University of Toronto. An
amateur painter who “wishes to gain
access to stimulating and enriching
conversation and presentations,” Paul is
sponsored by Michael McKeown and
by Jeryn McKeown.
Alan Somerset received his BA
(Honours English and History) at the
University of Toronto and his M.A.
and Ph.D. in English and Literature
from the Shakespeare Institute,
University of Birmingham, England.
Alan had published a total of five
books and over thirty articles. He is a
member of the Editorial Executive
Board, Records of Early English
Drama at the University of Toronto
and is the co-publisher of their
website. Alan serves as a member of
the Stratford Festival’s Archives and
Education Committee and is Chair of
the Board, Shakespeare Link Canada.
continued on page 3

New Members continued from page 2
He is also a member of The Malone
Society and the Shakespeare
Association of America. Recently
retired after 41 years of teaching at the
University of Western Ontario, he is
interested in theatre and photography.
Alan is sponsored by Alexander
Leggatt and Anna Leggatt.
We welcome Mark Houghton to the
Club as an Honorary member, as the
recipient of the 2008 Ryerson Theatre
School Scholarship. A graduate of the
BFA programme in Technical Theatre
and Performance Production, Mark
has already been involved in Club’s
SPILLAGE! event in June. He has
studied classical guitar, martial arts
and his academic minor was in
Philosophy.

General Manager’s
Report
The Club may slow down during the
summer but it never sleeps.
Throughout July and August, along
with our regularly scheduled
maintenance tasks, we will be replacing
our circa 1970’s hot water tank,
welcoming the arrival of 160 new
chairs, installing carpeting in the lower
level and installing new blinds in the
LAMPSroom and bar, creating a new
Club website and working on our
computer software. I guess my filing
will have to wait for another time!
I would like to thank members of
the Board and committees for their
support and guidance throughout the
past year. It has been a pleasure to
serve under the helm of President,
Lorna Kelly. With the expert
leadership of Vice President (House)
Peter Alberti, great strides have been
made in the Club’s operational and
fiscal performance.
On behalf of Naomi, Chef Peace,
Sarah, Chris and all staff, enjoy the
summer. We look forward to
welcoming you back in September.
Fiona McKeown,
General Manager

Marvellous Malta
Fifteen Canadians,
Happy as could be,
Flew off to Malta
On the Mediterranean sea.
They all came
From the A&L!!
When they reached Malta
It was hotter than hell!!
Flowers bloomed
On sun drenched walls
As they explored
Many ancient halls
And learned the history
Of the Maltese folk
Who loved to laugh
As they shared a joke!
On a twisting road
They travelled high
To a great walled villa
Just beneath the sky.
The Maltese Art Group
Served them tea
While far below
The sparkling sea
Lay beyond
The stone walled fields.
They imagined knights of yore
Mounted in armour
The maltese crosses
Adorning their shields.
As a brilliant sunset
Tinted the paintings
They’d all just done—
The moon rose up
As the darkening sea
Swallowed the sun!!
Well you’d better believe
They all had fun.
Now they’ve come home
to the A&L
With paintings and stories
for show and tell.
Mary Corelli

MUSICAL NOTES
Best wishes for a pleasant summer.
Come join us at Music Wednesday on
September 3rd.
Jim Norcop

Centenary
Committee Report
As reported to the Annual General
Meeting, the Centenary events held so
far have been hugely successful! There
have been so many highlights, it is
impossible to mention them all!
The most outstanding event,
produced by Past President Julian
Mulock, was the Doors Open
SPILLAGE! Street Party, Sunday, May
25, 2008. Others were the 100th
Anniversary Banquet organized by
Mary-Jane Large, the Spring Revue
“Déjà Vu,” directed by Betty Trott, the
many art shows co-ordinated by the
Art Committee, chaired by Zora
Buchanan, and particularly the show
at the Varley Art Gallery, the splendid
stage presentations by the Stage
Committee, now chaired by Marianne
Fedunkiw, music presentations by the
Music Committee, chaired by John
Caldwell, the Great Debate and the
Members Dinners organized by
Margaret Logan, the Architectural
Retrospective by the Architects
Committee, chaired by George Hume,
and on and on!
Most gratifying is that hundreds of
Club members have volunteered their
time and all disciplines have worked
and played hard together!
The Centenary Year continues to
December 31, 2008, with Alan
Gotlieb, Members Dinner on
Wednesday, September 17; the joint
St. George’s Society—Club dinner,
Tuesday, September 23; the Rochester
Art Club October 3 weekend; Ed
Hill’s Play As Others Saw Us,
November 13–16; the Heritage Plaque
Members Dinner Thursday,
November 20 and the Boars Head
Thursday, December 11 and others!
We plan a special edition of
“LAMPSletter” following the close of
the Centenary year. This will be edited
by Ann Schabas and will include
short descriptions of the various
Centenary events by the disciplines
involved. This will serve as a
permanent archival record.
John Lawson
July/August 2008
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS

CALL FOR ENTRIES

LAST GASP FROM THE ART COMMITTEE CHAIR

What a Year! Sixteen Club Exhibitions; an Art Auction,
which raised over $30,000; and the first Exhibition ever of
Arts & Letters Club contemporary art combined with a
historic exhibition of Club Art in a public gallery, the Varley
Gallery in Unionville.
What an Art Committee! Ken Flitton, Exhibition Chair
par excellence; Marvyne Jenoff, super woman; Ed
Yaghdjian, super man; Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, keener than
keen; Marjorie Pepper, divine designer; Angel Di Zhang,
secretary; Vernon Mould, policy maker; Barbara Mitchell,
curator plus; Fran Webster, great organizer of sketching
days and weekends; Olja Müller, studios reporter; and
Kathleen Reichelt, Wes Rickert, and Jessica Virdo, who
are continuing on the next Art Committee. Thank you and
thank you over and over. What a delight it has been to work
with you all. And thank you Fiona, Naomi and all the Club
staff who helped to make our various jobs easier.
What a Club!
Zora Buchanan, now retired

SALUT BY THE INCOMING CHAIR

I am thrilled to be taking over as Chair of the Art
Committee. My gratitude to Zora Buchanan for entrusting
me with this great honour. It has been my pleasure and privilege
to work over the past two years on Zora’s committee. To her I say
that I believe that I echo the thoughts and feelings of all members
of the Club when I say that your tenure as Chair of the Art
Committee has been a great success! So many great exhibitions,
and many of them so challenging to complete—but you did all
of this with humour, poise, strength, ability, and class. Good luck
in the future, dear friend! Get back to your studio, and freedom!
Here’s to the next drink we share together, and thank you.
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill

THANKS

Members’ Spring Show: on Saturday morning, May 17
Tony Batten, James MacDougall, and Arthur Steven spent
over an hour deliberating and finally selected 35 works from
61 entries. Marjorie Pepper designed the fine looking show
and the works were installed by Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, Ed
Yaghdjian, Alan and Joan Dubros, Fran Webster and
Sheila Donohue. Exhibition Chair Ken Flitton was on the
spot directing and seeing that everything went smoothly.
At Club Night May 20, Charles Hill, Curator of Canadian
Art at the National Gallery of Canada, gave an excellent talk
on the life of Montreal gallery owner, Max Stern.
Unfortunately we were left somewhere in the middle of Mr.
Stern’s fascinating rise to fame in Canada and so we shall have
to have Charles back to continue where he left off! Or buy his
book when it is published. Mary Corelli wittily thanked the
speaker and had the audience rolling in the aisles—almost!
Zora Buchanan
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Members’ Summer Show, Monday, June 30 to Tuesday
morning, September 2. Lightly juried. Members may submit
up to three works, no specific theme. Entrants are reminded
to refer to the Exhibition Guidelines, available on the piano.
Proper hanging devices are essential. When registering for
the show, please be ready with complete information,
including price. Work will be accepted on Friday, June 27
from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 28 from
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Jurying and installation, June 28.

LOOKING AHEAD

The second joint exhibition of works by our members and the
Rochester Arts Club will be held this year at 14 Elm Street from
September 29 to October 24. Two- and three- dimensional
works in all media accepted. Tightly juried. Two works may be
submitted, one may be chosen. Twenty-five works will be
accepted from each Club. The size restrictions for two
two-dimensional works are 40"x 32", including frames; ready
to hang. It is preferable that three-dimensional works fit upon
the Club pedestals, but installation will depend upon the work
itself. Works are to be delivered on Friday September 26
between 12:00 noon and 2:00 p.m., or Saturday September 27
between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Opening: Club Night,
Monday, September 29. From October 3 to 5 we will host
special functions in honour of this exciting artistic event
between our two Clubs. This will be an important exhibition in
the Club’s history, and the Art Committee strongly encourages
Club artists to submit work for this Centenary show.
Farhad Nargoll-O’Neill

STUDIOS

We are still looking for members to take care of the life
drawing-and-painting sessions in the Third Floor Studio.
After many years of successfully running the Friday and
Sunday Studios respectively, Wendy Boyd and Andrew
Sookrah are stepping down.
It would be a great pity to see the Friday and Sunday
studios fade and die for want of a few volunteer hours.
Surely there are Club artists who would be willing to book a
model from a well compiled list, collect the fees, pay the
model, set up the pose and call the breaks. This could easily
be a shared position. Olja Müller has kindly offered to meet
with any prospective volunteer and go over exactly what the
position entails. Wendy will continue until the end of June
and Andrew until July 27. If you are interested in taking
over either of these Studios please call Olja at 416-489-2024
Zora Buchanan

OUTDOOR SKETCHING DAYS

Sunday July 13, 2008 Lela Wilson will host the day of
painting at 41 Alcina Avenue west off Bathurst Street half
way between Davenport and St. Clair. Please arrive about
12:00 noon with a potluck dish and liquid refreshment.
Maps will be on the piano.
continued on page 5

Ghost Ships Research Resumes

Images of the figureheads on the War of 1812 Ghost Ships were
captured during a recent ROV expedition to the vessels by archaeologists.

The City of Hamilton has captured thousands of images of
the Ghost Ships during an underwater Remote Operating
Vehicle (ROV) survey as research on the vessels resumed
after more than a decade of neglect.
Dubbed the Ghost Ships by National Geographic
magazine, the Hamilton and Scourge were merchantmen
commandeered by the American navy during the War of
1812. The vessels sank in Lake Ontario in a storm in August
1813 not long after participating in the bombardment of
York (Toronto). The remarkably intact ships, and the dozens
of American sailors who were lost, were discovered in 1973
not far from St. Catharines sitting upright 90 meters below
the surface of the lake.
Although some research was conducted soon after the
ships were discovered, they were neglected until 2004 when
members of the Arts & Letters Club discovered that the
ships were in danger of being plundered by scuba divers and
destroyed by the natural environment in which they rest.
On March 9, 2005, the Club’s Gelber Group was
determined to bring public attention to this threat to a
national historic site. It invited representatives of the City of
Hamilton, which owns the ships, Parks Canada, the US
Navy, the Canadian Forces and the Ontario Ministry of
Culture to a presentation and dinner attended by 120 club
members and guests.
The Gelber Group dinner successfully revived discussions
between the key partners and on May 11, after three years of
negotiations, a team of archaeologists and scientists began
five days of mapping and surveying the wrecks. It was an
expedition that would not have happened without the Arts
& Letters Club.
For more information on the Hamilton and Scourge and
their place in history, go to
www.hamilton-scourge.hamilton.ca.
Elaine Wyatt

VISUAL ARTS NEWS

SPILLAGE!

continued from page 4

Saturday, August 16, 2008, Marsha and John Ludwig,
son of Margaret Ludwig, have offered their farm near
Uxbridge for our enjoyment. Don’t forget your camera to
record the beauty of this area. Maps will be available on the
piano. As the Club is closed in August please e-mail Farhad
Nargol-O’Neill with any questions. Potluck lunch and
show-and-tell will be about noon.
Our October outing is on the weekend of October
18–19. Please call soon to book accommodation at
Westwind Inn near Buckhorn, 1-800-387-8100. The
package will include 2 dinners, 2 breakfasts, 2 light lunches
and three snack breaks at $205.00 per night single and
$125.00/person, per night double. A deposit will be
requested on registration. Maps and other information will
be available on the piano in July and September/October.
Let Farhad know when you book this weekend.
Frances Webster

By all accounts SPILLAGE!, our centenary street party, was a
grand success. This event was the biggest mobilization of
club volunteers in my time as a member, for which I am
deeply grateful. Among those deserving special thanks are
the hard working, brilliant members of the organizing
committee: Fiona McKeown, Morna Wales, Tim Nau,
Michael Spence and Zenon Walligora; the volunteer
coordinator: Marianne Fedunkiw; the dreamers/creative
team: Kathleen Reichelt, Wesley Rickert and Andrew
Sookrah. Actors, dancers, doorkeepers, guides, musicians,
poets, painters, sculptors, staff, stage hands, philosophers
and technicians all contributed to the magic of the day. To
all these and many, many others, my warmest thanks.
Julian Mulock, Producer
Editor: Angel Di Zhang

Copyeditor: Naomi Hunter
July/August 2008
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SHERRY, TAPAS and FLAMENCO

Thursday October 2nd 2008
6:00 for 6:30 p.m.
On our magical, virtual tour of Andalusia we will explore
the important differences between each of
the six classic Sherry types,
FINO, MANZANILLA, OLOROSO, AMONTILLADO,
PALO CORTADO and PEDRO XIMINEZ
all under the expert direction of our own Bill Whiteacre.
Enjoy Tapas prepared by Chef Peace and designed to
marry up well with each of the big six Sherries.
And save some of your sherry to savour as our own Irene
Katzela presents a lively and illustrated description of the
Art of Flamenco Dancing.
PRICE $60.00
Attendance is restricted to the first 48 who book and pay
with Naomi 416-597-0223 ext. 2.
PLEASE MAKE YOUR BOOKING
AS SOON AS YOU CAN

Reciprocal Club Privileges
Club members may visit the Royal Canadian Military
Institute on University Avenue during the period of Tuesday
August 19th to Labour Day weekend; they are closed August
2nd to August 18th. The RCMI is located at 426 University
Avenue 416 597-0286. Details including hours of operations
and a schedule of events are posted at our Club bar and are
available by fax or e-mail by calling Naomi at ext. 3.

ARTWORK CREDITS

Page 1: President’s photograph courtesy Peter G.S. Large
Page 1: Club Masthead designed by Ray Cattell
Page 1: Film Night image courtesy David Eng
Page 5: Hamilton and Scourge photograph courtesy Elaine Wyatt
Page 6: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

Mark your Calendars!
January 31 to February 8, 2009
For a painting or writing week in the
beautiful Canadian Rockies

Artists of all stripes, this is your chance to be inspired by the
breathtaking landscapes of the Rockies at their best: under
the winter skies.
Field, BC, a community of some 200 souls located 20
minutes from Lake Louise, is perfectly positioned to welcome
artists with open arms. The village offers innumerable snapshots
of our quintessential Canadian winter wonderland for you to
sketch, photograph and paint. You can paint with artist friends
or take a workshop with Doug Purdon. Rosemary Aubert will
also offer a writers in residence workshop on the same week.
Extra winter activities such as skiing, snowshoeing, glacier walks
and dog sledding can be organized too.
Field is where members Gordon Fulton and Danielle
Fraser spend their winters. Danielle Fraser is organizing a
travel package for 8 days. Details will follow in the fall. For
more information call Danielle Fraser at 416-594 9009 or
e-mail at dmfraser@sympatico.ca.

Summer Hours in July and August
Monday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Club Night dinner followed by a film (please reserve).
Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Informal Literary Lunch (please reserve).
Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
No lunch service, bar service only.
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
A la Carte lunch 12–1 p.m. (please reserve).
Friday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
TGIF lunch at12 noon and Ad Lib 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.
The Club will close at 4 p.m. on Friday, August 8th and will
re-open after the Labour Day weekend, on Tuesday,
September 2nd.

August 2008
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1 TGIF Lunch

2

8 TGIF Lunch

9

12 noon
Ad Lib resumes
in September
LAMPSletter
Deadline

3

4

Sunday Painters
resumes in
September

CIVIC HOLIDAY

5
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

6

7

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

12 noon
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

The Club will be closed on Friday, August 8 at 4 p.m. to Monday, September 1 inclusive
and reopens for regular activities on Tuesday, September 2, 2008
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Saturday

WHAT’S ON IN JULY
Club Nights

Literary Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

MOVIES BASED ON CLASSIC WORKS OF ART
Monday, July 7

EAST OF EDEN (1955)

Starring James Dean, Raymond Massey,
Julie Harris, Burl Ives,
Jo Van Fleet (Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress)
Director: Elia Kazan
Writer: Paul Osborn,
based on the novel by John Steinbeck
115 min
Monday, July 14

KING LEAR (1971)

Starring Paul Scofield, Irene Worth, Anne-Lise Gabold,
Patrick Magee
Director: Peter Brook
Writer: Peter Brook,
based on the play by William Shakespeare
137 min
Monday, July 21

During the month of July and on August 5th,
the Lit. Table will meet informally for conversation and
lunch on its usual Tuesdays.
THE EXCEPTION IS TUESDAY JULY 1, CANADA DAY
WHEN THE CLUB IS CLOSED.
Join us in the lounge from 11:30 a.m. July 8, 15, 22, 29, and
August 5. All Club members and their guests are welcome!
Please call ahead to the reservations voice mail at ext. 2 or
on the day, directly to Naomi at ext. 3.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will next meet Tuesday September 9th
at 3 p.m. in the LAMPSroom. For further information, please
contact Margo Hunt 416-925-8922.

Ad Lib

IMPROMPTU (1991)

Starring Judy Davis, Hugh Grant, Mandy Patinkin,
Bernadette Peters, Julian Sands, Emma Thompson
Director: James Lapine
Writer: Sarah Kernochan
91 min
Monday, July 28

GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING (2003)

Starring Colin Firth, Scarlett Johansson,
Tom Wilkinson, Cillian Murphy
Director: Peter Webber Writer: Olivia Hetreed,
based on the novel by Tracy Chevalier
95 min

6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Friday, July 4—TBA, at press time
see the E-Bulletin for details
Friday, July 11—JOTO. Ad Lib’s popular monthly improv
night Jamin’ on the One returns
Friday, July 18—Accidental Episode, a new play by
Kathleen Reichelt
Friday, July 25—AD LIB Party, AD LIB collective

Accidental Episode, a new play, written and directed by Kathleen Reichelt, runs Wednesday July 16, Thursday July 17 &
Friday July 18 at 8 p.m. in the Great Hall. Price $5, payable at the door (no reservations required).

Photography Group

Writers Table

Please join us for the Hot Shots Ad Lib exhibition
on Friday June 27.

The Writers Table next meets in September.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

There will be an event in July
but it has not yet been scheduled.
To be added to the Photography Group’s e-mail list
for future events
contact Gord Fulton 416-594 9009 or
gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Screenwriters
There will be no Screenwriters lunch
in the months of July or August.
July/August 2008
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July 2008
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Painters

13
Painters

20
Painters

27
Painters

7
Membership
Cttee. 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

14
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

21
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

28
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

CANADA DAY
CLUB CLOSED

6

Friday

Painters Studio

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Executive Mtg
5:30 p.m.

15

Painters Studio
resumes
September 10

22

Accidental
Episode 8 p.m.

23

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

29

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

17

16

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee Mtg
1:30 p.m.
Accidental
Episode 8 p.m.

24
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

30

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, August 1, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416 597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Painters
resumes in
September
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

18

19

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Accidental
Episode 8 p.m.

25

26

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

31
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416 597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
Last month I wrote my first LAMPSletter column as your
President. Today’s column is about another ‘first’—the
first meeting of the new Board held on July 8th, 2008.
We introduced ourselves around the table and each
spoke briefly about their particular arts interests. We
discovered that we are a Board of great diversity. All
LAMPS disciplines are represented (ensuring that all
LAMPS voices will be part of Board decisions). Three
members described themselves as “interested in several
arts disciplines.” One is interested in new media. We have an architect, three
lawyers, one full-time visual artist, one musician, an accountant and an
engineer. The Board gender make-up is nine women and eight men.
This first meeting was about learning the Board’s legal obligations and setting
priorities and direction. As I wrote in July, my priorities for the Board are to:
• Improve the financial health of the Club
• Maintain the Club’s assets and enhance the physical health of the
building
• Encourage careful growth of the Club’s membership
• Consider the Club’s future direction (i.e. determine what the members
want their Club to be over time).
Board members added to this list with their own priorities, some of which
were: clarity around committee budgets, and financial planning in general;
development of a reserve fund for planned future expenditures or for
emergencies; encouragement of more interdisciplinary arts events (SPILLAGE
was a good example); learning more about our membership; consideration of
how the Club fits into both the ‘arts’ and the ‘general’ community; and the
Club’s attraction for younger members. Decisions that the Board makes in
these important areas will be presented in future columns.
Two areas of special interest have arisen. A Communications Committee
was formed several years ago. Today’s Board has the task of drafting up-todate Terms of Reference for that Committee and deciding what results we
want. This is a complex problem when we consider the many audiences the
Club must reach and the messages we want to send. The Nominations
Committee, chaired by Philip Mathias has resumed work to fill two current
vacancies (a Board member and a Committee Chair) and to develop a slate of
candidates for the six vacancies we must fill at our AGM next June.
Why are we doing all this planning and organising? Behind the scenes, the
Club is a very active ‘business’ with a significant annual cash flow and many
valuable assets which must be managed carefully.
As our founders envisioned a century ago, we strive to continue nurturing “a
society for the promotion of intercourse among those who work in and those
who encourage the arts of literature, architecture, music, painting and stage.”
Peter G.S. Large, President

The St. George’s Society hosts a

Centenary
Celebration Dinner
for members of the
Arts & Letters Club

Tuesday, September 23, 2008
Our guest speaker

The Hon. David Crombie
talks about
“Telling Toronto’s Story”
Cash Bar 6:00 p.m.
Dinner 7:00 p.m.
$28.00 per person
Wine will be served with dinner
compliments of
The St. George’s Society
Please note that this is a
Members Only event.
Please reserve in advance at
416-597-0223 ext 2 (voicemail)
Limited seating available

Members News

Erratum

On Tuesday, September l6th the annual Seltzer Lecture, in
memory of Dorene Seltzer’s husband John and their son
Mark, will take place at the Thomas Fisher Rare Book
Library. The lecturer will be Mark Dimunation, Chief of the
Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C. The subject of the lecture will
be “Forged in Fire: the Making of the Thomas Jefferson
Collection.” Members wishing to attend the lecture should
telephone Gabriela Bravo at the Fisher Library,
416-978-7644. The lecture commences at 8:00 p.m. and
there will be a reception following its conclusion.

The July/August issue of the LAMPSletter contained an
error in its reporting of the The OSA in the GTA initiative
news. The sentence should read: Peter G.S. Large is the
sixth ALC President also to be an OSA member. Our Club
curator Barbara Mitchell notes that at least 62 ALC
members have also been members of the OSA.

Doug Purdon will be teaching part II of his popular course,
“In the Studios of the Masters” starting October 8th for four
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. for the School of Continuing
Studies, U. of T. Doug will also be doing an Oil Painting
Workshop on November 1st and 8th from 9.30 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
in the Club’s third floor Studio. Please contact Doug to register.

Life Member Dick Daly passed away on Wednesday, July
2nd at the age of ninety-four. Dick attended Upper Canada
College and University College at U. of T. During World
War II he served overseas with the Kangaroos Armoured
Personnel Carriers and, on his return to Canada, joined R.
A. Daly & Co., as a stockbroker and later as President.
Members who enjoyed seeing the recent Varley Portraits
Exhibition at the Varley Gallery in Unionville will
remember a delightful family portrait of Dick, his brother
Thomas and their mother, painted by Fred Varley, when
both boys were very young. That splendid exhibition is now
ending its national tour at the Museum of Nature in
Ottawa. Dick is survived by his wife of 62 years, Genevieve
Hubert, their son and daughter, and several grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Rosemary Aubert will be teaching an 8-week mysterysuspense writing course at the School of Continuing Studies,
U. of T., beginning October 2nd.
Bruce Ferreira-Wells will be conducting Walking History
Tours again this fall. There are 4 different Sunday
evening neighbourhood exploration walking tours of the
Casa Loma/Davenport area, from September 14th–October
5th, including the Tollkeeper’s Cottage Museum. For further
information please call 416-515-7546.
Six of Marvyne Jenoff’s photographs were in the “Small is
Beautiful” show at the Ben Navaee Gallery on Queen Street
East, July 28th to August 9th. Check out her new website at
www.MarvyneJenoff.com.
Robert Allsopp is the recipient of the 2008 Pinnacle Award
for Landscape Architectural Excellence presented by the
Ontario Association of Landscape Architects (OALA), in
recognition of a body of work that demonstrates
outstanding professional accomplishment. The award was
presented at the OALA’s annual conference in April,
celebrating the organization’s fortieth birthday.
Olja Müller and Monika Uesson-Talpak are having a twowomen show Portraits on September 13th, from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Official Opening at 11 a.m.) and
September 14th from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. at the
Estonian House Gallery, 958 Broadway Ave. (two blocks
north of Danforth), under the auspices of the Toronto
Estonian House Arts Committee.
Barbara Elizabeth Mercer is pleased to announce that her
new book of poetry, Secrets, will be launched in Oslo, Norway,
at The Oslo Literary Festival, September 18th–20th,
organized by Literary Critic Adam Donaldson Powell, who
wrote the forward to Secrets. The book will also be launched at
the Club in the Great Hall, Wednesday, October 22nd.
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Obituaries
Richard A. (Dick) Daly Jr.

Margaret McBurney

Hugh MacCallum
As an undergraduate at Trinity College, Hugh MacCallum
had a summer job with Ontario Hydro: it is said that he
didn’t have to climb the pylons, just to stretch a little. Like
many exceptionally tall people he was exceptionally gentle. I
never heard from him any angry or unkind word. He was a
scholar of distinction in the field of seventeenth-century
literature, philosophy and history in the tradition of A.S.P.
Woodhouse, whose book on Milton he saw through the
press. After his retirement as Professor Emeritus of English,
he was proposed for membership in the Club by two old
friends, the Miltonist Ernest Sirluck and his colleague at
University College, William Blissett. We recall the genial
presence of Hugh and his wife, Barbara, also a member, at
many a Literary Table. Two papers he gave there proved to
be substantial, lively and well delivered: on Milton’s Samson
Agonistes and on “Poems of Love and Death” by John
Donne.
William Blissett
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

NEW Bar Pricing
Effective September 1, 2008
Standard Liquor
Premium Liquor
Cocktails
Aperitifs/Sherries
Premium Scotch
House Wine—small
House Wine—large
Domestic Bottled Beer
Premium Bottled Beer
Imported Bottled Beer
Draft Beer—Full Pint
Draft Beer—1/2 Pint
Imported Wine—small
Imported Wine—large

$6.00
$6.25
$8.00
$5.75
$8.00
$5.75
$7.00
$6.00
$6.25
$6.75
$7.00
$5.75
$6.75
$8.25

All pricing includes taxes
There are no price changes to
House Wine (small, large), or to
Juice, Mineral Water or Soft Drinks

Centenary Photo
Directory Update
A leather-bound edition of the Photo
Directory containing 386 photographs
and biographies of members was
presented to the Club at the AGM in
June. I think of it as a “living document”
reflecting the ever-changing membership.
At the end of our Centenary year, a final
leather-bound edition will be placed in
our archives. This directory, with regular
updates, will be available via a passwordprotected section of our website soon.
If you are not included in the Photo
Directory, please send me a bio and
photo before SEPTEMBER 5th.
Photos (head and shoulders) can be
sent to me on line as a jpg. Bios should
be thumb-nail sketches of 100 words
maximum, written in the 1st person,
preferably in Microsoft Word, and sent
to: joanvanduzer@mac.com
The deadline for ordering the Photo
Directory has been extended. Please
return the enclosed order before
September 5th. Printed copies of the
directory will be ready for pick up at
the Club at the September 17th
Members Dinner.

To allow new members who join the
Club after September 5th to be
included, there will be one supplement
to the Photo Directory which will be
ready for pick up in December. The
deadline for inclusion in this
supplement is October 17th.
Joan VanDuzer

End of Summer
Paddle
Join a group of like-minded Club
members and friends, as we cross the
Harbour and circle the Toronto
Islands in two Voyager Canoes. Enjoy
the Toronto skyline and sunset, with
barbecued burgers and veggie burgers
on your return. Paddles and life
jackets are supplied for just $5. A
donation toward the cost of the food
would be appreciated. We will meet at
5:45 p.m. for a 6:00 p.m. departure
on Tuesday, September 9th.
RSVP by September 6th to Ruth
Morawetz and Ken Judd 416-925-0284.

Spring Revue 2009
Meeting
A planning meeting to discuss content
and format of the 2009 Spring Revue will
be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 23rd, 2008 in the Studio. All
interested members are invited. We are
looking for new script submissions of
original material. Final copy is requested
for mid December. New members with
an interest in Stage presentation, either
onstage or backstage, are especially invited.
Questions? Contact Mike Spence.

Thursday à-la-carte
Lunches
Due to lack of member interest, the
Thursday à-la-carte LAMPSlunch
programme will be discontinued on
September 1st.
All members are welcome to lunch
at the Club on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Coming to the Club
October 24th –27th, a full production of

Harold Pinter’s Old Times
Featuring Club actors Penelope
Cookson, Gordon Fulton and Kay
Montgomery, with direction by Martin
Hunter. Harold Pinter’s Old Times
portrays unsettling mind games played
amongst a middle-aged couple and a
visiting friend from their separate pasts.

Mark Your Calendars for a
Sunday Roast of a
Carnivorous Kind
Sunday, November 23rd the Club will
feature its first ever Sunday Roast, a
carvery style luncheon. Your friends,
clients, colleagues and family, including
children of all ages, will be welcome!
Stay tuned for more details…

Catering at the Club
As the leaves turn colour and the
cooler nights draw upon us, escape to
the bustling fire of the Great Hall for
your next special event. Fall is a great
season to entertain! Why not have
your next family celebration at the
Club, whether it’s an intimate dinner
in the boardroom or a lovely cocktail
reception in the Great Hall, I would
be happy to look after all the details.
On behalf of the staff, we look
forward to welcoming you and your
guests back to the Club in September.
Sarah Van Wyck, Catering Manager

Looking for Material for
Next Stage Season!
The Stage Committee asks members
to submit scripts for possible
presentation during the upcoming
2008/2009 season. Please forward an
electronic copy of the play to Stage
Committee Chair, Marianne
Fedunkiw at fedunkiw@hotmail.com
by September 16th. Dramas, comedies
and everything in between welcome!
September 2008
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SHERRY, TAPAS and FLAMENCO
WHAT SHERRIES?

Not the icky-sweet stuff your maiden Aunt used to keep
for “medicinal” purposes but the six Classic Sherries that
The New York Times lauds as the hot ticket drinks that are
taking over the world’s most sophisticated markets.

Members’ Dinner
Wednesday, September 17, 2008
Allan Gotlieb, C.C.
“The Art of Living with Uncle Sam”

WHAT ARE TAPAS?

The small portion, distinctive dishes designed by Spanish
Chefs to live in wedded bliss with each of the six Classic
Sherries. Chef Peace knows his tapas well and has
prepared a menu for a tapas feast of six courses to
complement each of the six Classic Sherries.

WHAT IS FLAMENCO?

The impassioned, powerful yet graceful dance that was
born in Jerez, the home of all true Sherries. Its roots are in
the unique interplay of Arabic, Gypsy and Sephardic
cultures that lived in an harmonious Andalusia before the
Spanish Re-conquest and have managed to survive it.

Price $60.00
Thursday the 2nd of October 2008
Attendance is restricted to the first 48 who book and pay
with Naomi, 416-597-0223 ex. 2.
Bookings may be made even during the period in
August when the Club premises are closed.
Questions may be directed to Bill Whiteacre at
wwhiteacre@rogers.com

Please note the date change to a Wednesday! Join us for
an exceptional evening. Allan Gotlieb was the longest
serving Canadian ambassador to the United States, under
two governments. Mr. Gotlieb was Chairman of the
Canada Council and is currently Chairman of the
Donner Canadian Foundation, the Aurea Foundation and
Sotheby’s Canada. He is the author of six books and also
serves on the Board of Trustees of the Art Gallery of
Ontario, is a trustee of the Gardiner Museum and a
member of the Ontario Arts Council Foundation and the
Advisory Board of the McLaughlin-Rotman Centre at the
University of Toronto. He is also a former Chairman of
the Ontario Heritage Foundation.
Bar 6:00 p.m. for dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Price $28, payable in advance. Members Only.
Please reserve for Members’ Dinner in advance
at 416-597-0223 Ext. 2 (voice mail).

General Manager’s Report
The Club interior is clean, equipment and systems are
serviced, staff is rested, the bar and the kitchen are well
stocked. All systems are go! Thanks to staff member Chris
Gardiner who, throughout the summer, has coordinated and
performed many of the maintenance tasks required to keep
our Club looking good and running efficiently.
The fall is full of interesting programs and activities and
we look forward to a productive and successful season as we
close our Centenary year.
Fiona McKeown, General Manager

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s photograph courtesy Peter G.S. Large
Page 1: Club Masthead was designed by Ray Cattell
Page 8: Lucia Cesaroni photograph courtesy Lucia
Cesaroni and Kathleen Promane photograph
courtesy Kathleen Promane
Page 8: Film Night image courtesy David Eng
Page 8: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
Page 9: Photograph of Farhad Nargol-O’Neill by Angel
Di Zhang

Centenary Committee Report

STUDIOS

The Centenary Committee is on holidays. The next
Committee meeting is September 4th, 2008.
For forthcoming events in September see our report in
the July/August LAMPSletter.

Olja Müller, Wendy Boyd and Andrew Sookrah have
confirmed that they will continue to run the life drawing and
painting sessions on the third floor on Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday respectively.

John Lawson, Chair, Centenary Committee
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Suparna Ghosh

MUSICAL NOTES
The Music Committee hits the ground running in
September. Two days after Labour Day, on September 3rd,
we will hear the highly talented soprano Lucia Cesaroni for
the last time before her departure for Germany. This
summer she was a big hit as Pamina in The Magic Flute in
Tel Aviv. She will be joined by mezzo Kathleen Promane.
Our cherished Steinway grand will get a real workout in
September at all five concerts: Kate Carver on September
3rd, William Aide with soprano Teri Dunn on September
10th, piano soloists Zhenya Yesmanovich at Club Night
September 15th, Todor Kobakov on September 17th and
Chris Donnelly on September 24th. Many will remember
Todor, who was one of our fine wait staff. Jazz fans, mark
your calendars for Chris Donnelly’s sizzling jazz standards,
originals and improvisations.
There is a musical banquet to anticipate in the months to
come. Old favorites return and newcomers make debuts.
Ruth Morawetz delights us in November, and then
December brings us the return of Toronto Symphony cellist
Winona Zelenka, as well as our final centenary event,
international star, baritone James Westman, reprising the
Arts & Letters Club commission, the song cycle South of
North, with music by Srul Irving Glick, based on the poetry
of Richard Outram.
Jim Norcop

In Memoriam—Ken Purvis
The ashes of Ken Purvis were interred at his favourite
summer place in Dagmar, near Glen Major, on Sunday July
27th at 2:00 p.m. About 20 close friends represented Ken’s
varied interests during his lifetime, especially the preservation
of the lands of the Oak Ridges Moraine. For this and for his
long term commitment to the Arts & Letters Club, he will
be well remembered. Robert White, John Sullivan and
Dawn Dougall were present, representing the Club.

Rochester Arts Club Dinner
Friday October 3rd, 2008
Come join members of the Rochester Arts Club for a
celebratory dinner on the occasion of our joint
Art show at the Arts & Letters Club.
In this centennial year, our artist confreres south of
the border have come north to visit our fair premises
and we plan to give them a good time!
Price: $28
Entertainment: jazz singer Madeline Forster
Reserve at 416-597-0223 ext 2 (voicemail)

Like what you hear at
Music Wednesdays?

M

usic Notes is an online forum where
Arts & Letters Club members can
discuss recent performances and read
about upcoming performances.

Log on to artsandlettersmusic.wordpress.com
How to comment:
It’s easy!
1) Click on the response
tab under the title.
2) Enter your name and
e-mail (your e-mail will
not be seen online).
3) Write a comment and
press submit.
Come to Music Wednesdays at the Arts & Letters
Club every Wednesday from 12 noon–1:45 p.m. and
find out what you’re missing!
It is unlikely that Sir John Templeton, who died in July, ever
heard of the Arts & Letters Club. But thanks in part to him,
today we own our magnificent 14 Elm Street. The story goes
back to 1980 when Roger Priddle, the recently retired vicepresident of finance of Grand and Toy Ltd., joined the
Club. He soon became Treasurer. On his recommendation,
we transferred our investments to the Templeton Growth
Fund. From 1981 to 1986, our portfolio almost doubled.
This was just in time to become the down payment for the
building, with some funds for the major renovations of
1990. Alas, Roger soon came down with multiple sclerosis,
and did not live to enjoy the building for which he was in an
important way responsible. So the next time you’re in the
bar, raise one for Roger, and Sir John.
Raymond Peringer
September 2008
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Lunching with the Savages

New Members

The Savage Club is located in the National Liberal Club in Whitehall Place, just a
few streets away from the Houses of Parliament in London. The building is
immense and sumptuous, and the marble entrance hall is hung with full-length
portraits of Liberal worthies, including the young Winston Churchill.
I arrived as the members were just trooping out of their club room to go
upstairs to lunch. They were all carrying glasses and bottles and looking as if they’d
had a jolly good time so far and were really looking forward to the day’s talk,
“Travels with my Organ,” by Brother Savage Jasper Thorogood. I was met by the
presiding officer, Gaythorne Butler and led upstairs to my place at a long table in a
classically decorated room with a very high ceiling.
(Being a names-fancier, I couldn’t help but be charmed by people called Jasper
and Gaythorne, and I wondered if I might also meet Pongo Twistleton or
Augustus Fink-Nottle!)
I noticed that all the portraits in the dining room were of Liberal grandes dames,
such as Margot Asquith and Violet Bonham-Carter, which is ironic, because the
Savage Club still refuses membership to women. There is a story that a woman
was recently seen down the hall as the Savages were going into the dining room
and one of them irately exclaimed “What’s she doing in here?,” only to be told by
a club employee that it was Her Majesty the Queen attending a philanthropic
society function.
We all sat at one long table, and I could plainly see that everyone had on a
Savage Club tie and a big smile. My immediate neighbours were a very nice doctor
whose sister lives in Toronto and a character actor who said he typically played
movie roles such as “the Evil Counselour of Ghenghis Khan.” Both were excellent
conversationalists and generous with the wine they’d thoughtfully brought upstairs.
Brother Savage Jasper Thorogood’s talk, was, despite its Don Juanish title, the
story of his life as a professional organist and music teacher at a series of private
schools. He was a good storyteller and a master of understatement and doubleentendre. He received lots of laughs and a big ovation.
At the request of our President, I had brought a copy of our Club’s centenary
history by Margaret McBurney and presented it to the Savages, and was elegantly
thanked from the podium.
Back in the club room, I chatted with many members. Some of them knew
Toronto, but none had ever been to our club and they were amazed when I told
them we have four or five events every week. They don’t get together as many
times in a month. As I left around 3:00 p.m., I thought to myself: the Savages may
not meet very often, and it’s a shame that they haven’t seen the light about women,
but they’re a welcoming bunch—if you’re the right gender—and they certainly
know how to have a good time.

Michael Moore. A Chartered
Accountant, Michael is a Board
member of the Hamilton All Star Jazz
Band and also a Board Member with
Crime Stoppers of Hamilton Inc.
Michael’s hobbies include jazz and jazz
guitar. He has studied jazz guitar with
Tony Quarrinton in Toronto and has a
life long interest in literature and the
arts. Michael is sponsored by his
spouse Nancy Moore, and Patricia
Howard.

Tim Nau
This article is the first part of three which tell of experiences at our affiliated clubs in
London. The other two, on the Arts Club and the Chelsea Arts Club, will appear in
forthcoming LAMPSletters.

RAY CATTEL DONATION
The Club and the Curator are grateful to Ray Cattell for his generous donation of a
large watercolour titled Meadow River. The work was executed this year to illustrate
the poem ‘Grace,’ by Richard Outram from his poetry collection South of North:
Images of Canada, published by The Porcupine’s Quill.
Barbara Mitchell
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We welcome back to the Club Visual
Artist Richard B. Nevitt, rejoining
after a long absence. Richard has been
a faculty member of OCAD for 40
years and was a recipient of the Casson
Teaching Award. He has studied and
trained at OCA, York University, Brock
University and the University of
Toronto. Richard is sponsored by
Donald Fraser and David Ritchie.
The Alcuin Society’s current
newsletter features the following
article:

A publication on a
Canadian cultural
landmark
The Great Adventure: 100 years at the
Arts & Letters Club has been produced
by the Arts & Letters Club of
Toronto, the Eastern venue of the
2007 & 2008 Alcuin Design Awards
presentation. This beautifully
produced book by Margaret
McBurney, marks the centenary of
the club and limns in prose, drawing
and photograph all that has happened
during the last 100 years and the
people that made it happen.
And where art, literature and music
are concerned these people really did
make it happen. The Group of Seven
was formed here; prime movers such
as Robertson Davies, Vincent
Massey, Marshall McLuhan, and
many others were all members.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Chair extraordinaire Zora Buchanan has passed the torch of
the Art Committee to Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, who presided
over the first committee meeting in July with enthusiasm and
vision. The new Committee comprises some members from
the erstwhile Committee, and some new, who all assumed
various roles to take the arts scene at the Club forward.
The wonderful works on display during the Summer
Show were juried by Wendy Boyd, Andrew Sookrah and
Bruce Ferreira-Wells. Many thanks to everyone who helped
to hang and all who were involved.

UPCOMING

A solo exhibition of Farhad Nargol-O’Neill’s works will be
installed on Tuesday September 2nd, with an Ad Lib
opening on Friday, September 5th. The event will continue
with a private opening between 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.
on Sunday, September 7th, and Club Night opening on
Monday, September 8th.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

We will host the second joint exhibition of works by members
of the Arts & Letters Club of Toronto (ALC) and the
Rochester Arts Club (RAC). Up to three works, 40" X 32"
including frames, no specific theme, may be submitted by
members. Only one work from any artist will be accepted.
Three-dimensional works encouraged (no size restrictions).
All media accepted. Works must be delivered on Friday,
September 26th between 12:00 noon–2:00 p.m. and
Saturday, September 27th, 9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. (Pick up
date October 25th.) Jurors—Barbara Mitchell, Perry Tung,
Tom Beckett. Club Night opening on Monday September
29th. On Friday, October 3rd, there will be a special dinner
for RAC and ALC members. Sunday, October 5th, following
Nuit Blanche, a continental breakfast will be available at the
Club.

LOOKING AHEAD

Here is an overview of the Exhibition Schedule for the
forthcoming group shows. Please take the time to review the
schedule so you have time to prepare works.

December 8, 2008:
“Small Works and Miniatures Exhibition”

Friday December 5th—Works to be delivered to Club,
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m. or Saturday December 6th,
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday December 8th—Club Night
opening. All members can submit up to five works in any
media, each smaller than 2 feet square, including frame.
Saturday December 13th, 12:00 noon–5:00 p.m. “Small
Works and Books” show and sale. Open to the public.

January 26, 2009:
“Uncensored: An Exhibition of Erotic Art”

12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday January 24th
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday January 26th—Club Night
opening. Non juried. All Members can submit up to two
works in any media.

February 17, 2009:
“Abstraction”

Friday February 13th—Works to be delivered to Club
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday February 14th,
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday February 23rd—Club Night
opening. All Members can submit up to two works in any
media. (This exhibition will cover the LAMPSweek period.)

March 9, 2009:
“Sculpture”

Friday March 6th—Works to be delivered to Club
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday March 7th
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday March 9th—Club Night
opening. All members can submit up to three works of
“traditional” sculpture: 3-D installations, sound/video/light
installations and new media works welcomed.

April 24, 2009:
Photography Exhibition

Friday April 24th—Works to be delivered to Club
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday April 25th
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday May 4th—Club Night
opening. All Members can submit up to three works.
(Coincides with CONTACT Festival.)

May 25, 2009:
“Arts & Letters Club of Toronto Group Exhibition”
Friday May 22nd—Works to be delivered to Club
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday May 23rd
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Sunday May 24th—Doors Open
Toronto. Monday May 25th—Club Night opening. All
Members can submit up to two works in any media.
(Coincides with Doors Open Toronto.)

June 15, 2009:
“Member’s Summer Exhibition”

Friday June 12th—Works to be delivered to Club
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday June 13th
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday June 15th—Club Night
opening. All Members can submit up to two works in any
media.

July 6, 2009:
“Now! Recent Works Exhibition”

Friday July 3rd—Works to be delivered to Club
12:00 noon–2:00 p.m., or Saturday July 4th
9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Monday July 6th—Club Night
opening. Non juried. All members can submit one piece of
their most recent work in any media. This exhibition will
cover the summer period.
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill

Friday January 23rd—Works to be delivered to Club
September 2008
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WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Writers Table

Music Wednesdays

Please join us on Friday September 5th, when Ron Waddling
will be speaking on “Tripping on a Bunny Tale.” Currently,
Ron is past Director, Vice President, Committee Chair and
Member of The Northumberland Hills Arts Association Inc.
(Spirit of the Hills) and a Member of the Arts Council of
Northumberland.
Growing up in the country, Ron’s imagination always
included animals. In school, he recalls looking at fellow
students and teachers and seeing in his mind’s eye their
animal character. This was long before he learned that the
Asian culture believed that we share the characteristics of
one of twelve animals based on our lunar birth year. So it
seems very natural to Ron to look at a rabbit and surmise
what human trait, demeanour and temperament they
possess, thus the book entitled Martha and the Big Apple,
a novel by the Rabbits of Little Lake, as told to Ron Waddling.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Lunch 12:15 Music from 1:00 to 1:45 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Film Night
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20, payable at the bar
Wednesday, September 3

MEMENTO (2000)

Wednesday, September 3

LUCIA CESARONI, soprano
KATHLEEN PROMANE, mezzo
KATE CARVER, piano
Lucia’s send-off for Germany
Duets, arias, songs

Wednesday, September 10
TERI DUNN, soprano
WILLIAM AIDE, piano
“The Lives of Women”
Schumann: Frauenliebe und-leben
Beckwith: The Fire-dwellers
Wednesday, September 17
TODOR KOBAKOV, piano
Bach, Liszt and Debussy
Wednesday, September 24

CHRIS DONNELLY, jazz piano

Jazz standards, originals and improvisations

Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Friday, September 5

FARHAD NARGOL-O’NEILL

In this modern film noir, an insurance fraud investigator tries
to investigate the killing of his wife but suffers from
anterograde amnesia contracted from severe head trauma
during the attack on his wife, rendering his brain unable to
store new memories.

Screenwriters
There will be no Screenwriters lunch in September.
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Ad Lib Opening of his solo sculpture exhibition.
Friday, September 12

JOTO—Jammin’ On the One improv night
Friday, September 19

ROB PRINCE

BYOC (Bring Your Own Camera)
Friday, September 26

ANDREW SOOKRAH
Conspiracy Theories Real & Imagined

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Club Nights

Literary Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, September 8

OPENING, SOLO SCULPTURE EXHIBITION
FARHAD NARGOL-O’NEILL

September 2 Informal lunch (no speaker)
September 9 Summer Reading
September 16 JOHN TWOMEY
“The Social Control of Canada’s Media”
Bill C-10 and the Human Rights cases against Maclean’s are
new initiatives in the historical struggle for the social control
of Canada’s media content.
September 23 PETER HART
“Readings”
Peter Hart returns to the Literary Table to share more of his
favorite poems and stories.

In his own words: “After Fine Arts at York, I made sculptures. I
set up a studio in Belfast. I stayed ten years. I exhibited, had
works purchased for public and private collections and
received public commissions in many countries. I went to
India, Arabia, and Africa. I co-founded the SPACE gallery in
Belfast during a historic period in time. I was commended by
the Queen of Jordan for my sculptures. I published my own
Illustrated Dante’s Inferno, and was the house blues pianist
for an Irish language theatre company on the Falls Road.
In 2004 I was back in Canada—visiting family and old
friends, Main Street Unionville, and the Varley. I joined the
SSC and our Club. 2007 saw my biggest sculpture
commission to date, Corpus et Spiritus. The next project is
securing a solo exhibition and commission in Rome.
Toronto has the AGO, and Canada the National Gallery, but
for me the heart and home of art in English Canada is 14 Elm
Street. Such an honor. My artistic interests are many and
varied, but the exploration and development of my art is no
longer informed by any reference outside of myself.”
Monday, September 15

ZHENYA YESMANOVICH

Belarussian-born, multi-award-winning pianist
Bach: Chromatic Fantasy & Fugue in d-minor;
Haydn: Sonata #60 in C-major; Rachmaninoff: Corelli Variations;
Alberto E. Ginastera: Danzas Argentinas.
Monday, September 22

MADELINE FORSTER
This talented young Jazz Singer returns, following her highly
acclaimed jazz standards and B-bop presentation in June.
Monday, September 29

ALC AND ROCHESTER ARTS CLUB
2ND INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OPENING
Join us for the opening of this historic
and exciting exhibition. Speaker TBA.

September 30 CAROL MCGIRR
“Saxo, Shakespeare, and Somebody Else”
Saxo was the Danish historian who wrote about a prince
who avenged his father’s death. Somebody else changed
the names. Shakespeare borrowed the plot and wrote
Hamlet. Carol McGirr will discuss Saxo’s work and tell the
story as it appears in Gesta Danorum.

Photography Group
The Photography group has had one successful outing this
summer, shooting and comparing results. Another “Shoot
Out” is planned for August 27th. We will meet at 6:00 p.m. at
the escalator in the Queen’s Quay Terminal Bldg, at the foot
of York St. All club members are invited to join us.
The next official meeting of the group will take place on
September 10th at 6:00 p.m. at the Club. The 2 main topics
are: #1—Viewing what we shot during the summer. Please
bring a CD or other memory device with no more than 10
images. #2—A major discussion about the Photo Show to
be hung April 25th, 2009. Please come prepared with ideas
and some commitment about your involvement in this
important show. Marvyne Jenoff has kindly volunteered to
be the Show Co-ordinator.
Please let Gord Fulton know if you plan to attend either of
these events: gordonfulton@sympatico.ca or 416-594-9009.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet Tuesday September 9th at
3:00 p.m. in the LAMPSroom. Topic of the meeting will be
certain works of famed French philosopher, Blaise Pascal.
Pascal’s treatises create perfect atmospheres and
contemplations for poetic writing and thinking. Don’t miss
this fascinating discussion! For further information, please
contact Margo Hunt 416-925-8922.
September 2008
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Sunday

Monday

Painters

14
Painters

21
Painters

28
Painters

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

LABOUR DAY
CLUB CLOSED

7

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

15
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

22
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

29

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Membership
Cttee 5:15 p.m.

Music Cttee Mtg
Centenary Mtg
10:45 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
Music Wednesday
12 noon
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
FILM NIGHT
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

16
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

23
Literary Table Lunch
12:00 noon
Spring Revue Planning
Mtg 7:00 p.m.
ALC/ST. GEORGE’S
SOCIETY CENTENARY
CELEBRATION DINNER
6:00 p.m. cash bar
7:00 p.m. dinner

18

17

Painters Studio
House Cttee Mtg
Music
5:15 p.m.
Wednesday
12 noon
MEMBERS
DINNER
6:00 p.m. cash bar
7:00 p.m. dinner

25

24
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Architecture Mtg
5:00 p.m.

Art Installation

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Photography Gp
6:00 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Group
3:00 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:30 p.m.

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

19

20

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

26
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

27
Art Installation

30

Club Night
Literary Table
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
12:00 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, September 12, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
In the July/August Newsletter I wrote of the four
priorities for my presidential term. Our September
Board met meeting was unusually long and we moved
forward on almost all of these.
1. Financial Health—Treasurer Bill Buchanan
reviewed our first quarter operating results, then
proposed for approval an operating budget for 2008 /09.
The Board now has an excellent tool by which to
measure actual results against budget. Thanks to fine
management by General Manager Fiona McKeown and her staff, the food
and beverage income from Club events and rentals not only pay for
themselves but contribute substantially to the Club’s fiscal performance. The
Club is in a strong financial position. But we went further. In his budget the
Treasurer created the beginning of a reserve fund for the Club. This fund is
intended to provide money for large, planned or emergency expenditures on
our building. Future budgets will include contributions to this fund.
2. The Capital Budget—The V.P. House Richard Moorhouse brought
forward his 2008/09 Capital budget for Board approval. Among other things,
this budget includes money for new chairs for the Great Hall (long planned),
a fire-panel up-grade (for enhanced building safety), and a Heritage building
condition report. When completed, the report will give us a clear plan for
capital improvements and maintenance of our Elm Street home.
3. Membership—Membership Chair Debora ‘Sid’ Freeman pointed out
that we must know more about proposed members if we are to make
informed decisions. This is an on-going matter (not a new one) and will lead
to a clearer, better informed admissions process. Younger members are a
priority and new ways of both inviting them in and keeping them as longterm members is an important challenge for the entire Club.
4. Governance—This word has complex meanings and is currently a
popular corporate buzzword. Club Counsel David Phillips reminded us that
the Board, in addition to overseeing Club operations and spending, must also
review its OWN performance. We will do this before the next AGM and our
findings will be part of my report to the membership at that time.
Still ahead will be discussions with the membership on what you would
like our future to include. For now, my warmest thanks to all Board members
for their commitment and very hard work. Our September meeting was long
and intense but they made significant decisions that will help the Club to
thrive as we move into our second century.
A reminder. Plan to attend Members’ Dinners. Their programmes are
excellent and need your support. The Music Committee has created a gem of
a programme for Music Wednesdays. Once you have heard one, you will
book again and again.
Peter G.S. Large, President

Members’ Dinner
Thursday October 16
Bar 6:00 p.m.
for dinner at 7:00 p.m.

AGO Director/CEO
Matthew Teitelbaum
“Why Art Matters”
Price $28, payable in advance
Members only
Please reserve for Members’ Dinner
in advance at 416-597-0223 ext. 2
(voicemail)
See page 4 for details

Members News
Doug Purdon will be exhibiting his
paintings at the 18th Annual Art Sale
held at the McMichael Canadian Art
Collection, October 25 & 26 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The McMichael is
located at 10365 Islington Avenue,
Kleinburg, ON. Information: 905893-1121 or toll free 1-888-213-1121.
Margaret McBurney reports that
the Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library
has established a new memorial lecture
on the subject of Canadiana—literary,
artistic, or historical—endowed by
Johanna Sedlmayer-Katz in memory
of her late husband, Leon Katz, who
made his first donation of rare materials
to the library in 1990. He died in 2000.
The first annual lecture will be held
Wednesday, March 4, 2009.
Margaret McBurney also reports
that architect Cathy Nasmith has
recently been named a Fellow of the
Royal Architectural Institute of
Canada. Cathy is presently serving as
President of the Architectural
Conservancy of Ontario and has been
active in this field for some years. It
was largely due to her efforts that, in
2000, Doors Open was launched in
Toronto—the first Doors Open event
in North America. Cathy also edits a
website, www.builtheritagenews.ca
Returning to CBC after a 25-year
absence, Marianne Fedunkiw
appeared on the latest edition of
CBC’s nation-wide quiz show, Test the
Nation, broadcast September 7.
Marianne was a member of the ‘Reach
for the Top Team,’ made up of
Canadians who had been on the quiz
show for high school students. This
time round, the ‘Reach for the Top’
alumni finished a close second to the
American team in the Canada, Eh! 50
question quiz. A quarter century ago
Marianne was the film and arts
specialist in the Toronto regional
championship team from Silverthorn
Collegiate Institute (Etobicoke).
Stevie J (aka Stephen Johnston) will
be appearing in the stage production
Caress by Sergi Belbel. The play features
eleven scenes of confrontation between
2
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couples that illustrate the links in a chain
of erotic violence. Winchester Street
Theatre, 80 Winchester St. Toronto.
October 1 to October 19, Tuesday to
Saturday at 8:00 p.m., Sundays at 7:00
p.m. Advance tickets online
www.totix.ca or CASH ONLY one hour
before show time at the theatre.
Tina Newlove is pleased to
announce her first solo exhibition in a
public gallery from Sunday October 26
to Saturday November 29 at the
Latcham Gallery, 6240 Main St.,
Stouffville, Ontario. Tel 905-640-8954.
Opening reception on Sunday October
26 from 2:00–5:00 p.m. with a
performance of Tina’s live painting and
Andrew Hendriks’ soundscapes from
2:30–3:15 p.m. The Latcham Gallery
received an Education Grant from the
Ontario Arts Council that will enable
Tina to teach in local schools as well as
give personal tours of her exhibition at
the Gallery. www.tinanewlove.com
905-854-0238
Elizabeth Miller is co-editor of
Bram Stoker’s Notes for Dracula: A
Facsimile Edition (McFarland, 2008).
The Notes, housed at the Rosenbach
Museum & Library in Philadelphia,
are accompanied by a complete
transcription, along with annotations
and commentary. For details, visit
Elizabeth’s website
www.blooferland.com/drc
Tony Batten is exhibiting ten
paintings in a four person group show
at the John B. Aird Gallery, the
Macdonald Block, 900 Bay St.,
Toronto. The show, entitled a
continuing journey explores the
extensive travels of the painting group,
the Pords—the others artists are Kim
Atkins, Heidi Burkhardt and Maurice
Snelgrove. The show continues
through September 26th.
John Blumenson, Architecture
Committee, wished to pass on an
invitation to Club members interested
in attending an ICOMOS Canada
lecture taking place at 6 p.m. at the
Club on Thursday October 9, under
the aegis of ICOMOS Canada
(Toronto Group); the Ontario
Professional Planners Institute (Urban

Design Working Group) and the
Toronto Society of Architects. The
speaker is Professor Julio César Pérez
Hernández and his topic is “Havana,
Cuba—A New Master Plan.” Price
$10. No reservations required.

New Members
Carolyn E. Cleland studied at the
Ottawa Teachers College, the
International Academy for Design
and Technology and the Toronto
School of Art. She has participated in
shows at the Sarasota Art Center and
the Towles Court Art Center and has
undertaken several commissions. She
belongs to the Portrait Society of
America, the Art Centre of Sarasota,
the Portrait Society of Canada and
the Art Gallery of Ontario. A longtime volunteer with the Royal
Ontario Museum Travel Committee
and a retired elementary teacher for
both the Toronto and Ottawa Boards,
Carolyn is looking for an artistic
home in Toronto. Her interests
include visual arts—oil painting,
opera, ballet and theatre. Carolyn is
sponsored by Veronica K. Tsyglan
and Jane Ricketts.
Evelyn Sommers graduated from
the University of Toronto with a
Ph.D. in Psychology. In 1966 Evelyn
attended Teacher’s College in
Stratford. She has written two nonfiction books, Voices from Within and
Tyranny of Niceness. Evelyn’s interests
include music, playing the piano and
singing and she has always sought
and accepted new challenges as a way
to further her development. Evelyn is
sponsored by Rachel Persaud and by
J. Kirk Howard.

Stage Committee Meeting
The next Stage Committee meeting at
the Club will be on Thursday October
16 at 7 p.m. Please note the unusual
date.
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

September Updates
September has been a busy month so far
and we have several changes and updates.

Club Night,
Monday September 22

Author Michael
Petrou will give a
talk about his
recently published
book Renegades:
Canadians in the
Spanish Civil War.
Michael is a senior
writer at Maclean’s magazine. He has
covered conflicts across Africa, the
Middle East and Central Asia. Renegades
has been acclaimed in Canada and
internationally. The Globe and Mail
describes it as “painstaking and cleareyed,” while El Pais in Spain says it is
“beautiful and well-documented.”

SPRING REVUE 2009 MEETING
A planning meeting to discuss content
and format of the 2009 Spring Revue
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 23, 2008 in the Studio. All
interested members are invited. We are
looking for new script submissions of
original material. Final copy is
requested for mid December. New
members with an interest in Stage
presentation, either onstage or
backstage, are especially invited.
Questions? Contact Mike Spence.
Anne Lazare-Mirvish has asked that we
pass along to all Club members an
invitation to a special re-naming
ceremony. It reads “Mayor David Miller
and Members of Council invite you to
the official re-naming ceremony of the
Bathurst Subway Parkette to the Ed &
Anne Mirvish Parkette on Monday
September 22, 2008 at 3 p.m., 819
Bathurst St. (just north of Bloor St. West).
Please join special guests Councillor
Adam Vaughan, Ward 20 Trinity-Spadina
and Councillor Joe Pantalone, Ward 19
Trinity-Spadina to commemorate Ed and
Anne Mirvish’s contributions to the city
of Toronto and Canada with a plaque
and tree planting.” For more
information call 416-396-7403.

Centenary
Committee Report
Congratulations to Lucy Giles and
Mary-Jane Large on the success of the
Ascot Garden Party, to Zora Buchanan
and Farhad Nargol-O’Neill on a
stunning Members’ Summer Art Show,
and to the producers of the beautifully
performed new dramas As Night to the
Day by Dan Ebbs, and Health Class by
David Craig and Robert Morgan,
Marianne Fedunkiw and John
Goddard, with the Stage Committee,
amongst other events.
Our Centenary Year continues to Dec.
31, 2008 with the Rochester Art Club
weekend Oct. 3–5; the Literary Table
Alcuin Club Night on Oct. 6; the
Members’ Dinner featuring AGO
Director Matthew Teitelbaum, Oct. 16;
a production of Harold Pinter’s Old
Times Oct. 24, directed by Martin
Hunter; Ed Hill’s musical As Others Saw
Us Nov. 11–15; the Heritage Plaque
Members’ Dinner Thursday, Nov. 20; the
Boar’s Head Dinner, Thursday Dec. 11; a
reprise of the 90th Anniversary Song
Cycle South of North with William Aide
and Douglas MacNaughton on Club
Night Dec. 15; and many other events
along the way! The Centenary rolls on!
Don’t miss out on our final events!
John Lawson

Construction On Elm Street
Enwave Energy Corp is planning to
work on the steam pipes that run under
Elm Street for a period of 2 months,
beginning in early October. Traffic on
Elm Street will be restricted to one lane,
eastbound during the day. While parking
and/or dropping off/picking up people
in front of the Club may be obstructed,
the sidewalk will always remain clear.
The street will be fully open for 2-way
traffic and parking in the evening. Access
to the underground parking at Minto
Plaza will remain open at all times.

Special Dinner Art
Opening
Rochester Art Club Dinner
Friday October 3, 2008
Come join members of the Rochester
Art Club for a celebratory dinner on
the occasion of our joint Art show at
the Arts & Letters Club.
In this centennial year, our artist
confreres south of the border have
come up to visit our fair premises and
we plan to give them a good time!
Bar 6:00 p.m. for dinner 7:00 p.m.,
members and guests. Price: $28,
payable in advance. Entertainment:
jazz singer Madeline Forster.
For reservations call Naomi at
416-597-0223 ext 2 (voicemail)

Coming in November
The Aldeburgh Connection, as part of
their 08/09 season, presents Parnassus
on Elm Street, to recognize the Arts
& Letters Club and its impact on
Canadian culture over the past 100
years. A special concert, featuring
young singers performing Club-related
music, will take place Sunday, Nov. 30
at 2:30 p.m. in Walter Hall, University
of Toronto’s Faculty of Music,
followed by a reception at the Club. A
discounted price of $40 will apply for
Club members and one guest. Order
online at www.aldeburghconnection.org
(or call 416-735-7982), specifying
that you are a Club member.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s photograph
courtesy Peter G.S. Large
Page 1: Club Masthead was designed
by Ray Cattell
Page 1: Photo of Matthew
Teitelbaum, courtesy AGO
Photographic Resources
Page 3: Photo of Michael Petrou by
Janyce McGregor
Page 5: Photo of Audrey Garwood
courtesy Farhad Nargol-O’Neill
Page 6: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
Page 6: Photo of Danielle Buonaiuto
courtesy Danielle Buonaiuto
Page 6: Film Night image courtesy
David Eng
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Members’ Dinner

Sherry, Tapas
and Flamenco

Thursday, October 16, 2008
Great City/Great Art Museum
Every great city needs a great art museum. The newly
transformed Art Gallery of Ontario illustrates how great cities
can be built on the powerful shoulders of culture. Director
and CEO Matthew Teitelbaum explores “Why Art Matters”
and how it connects people and ideas in an increasingly
diverse world. The new Frank Gehry-designed AGO opens
November 14, 2008! Teitelbaum joined the AGO in 1993 as
chief curator and was appointed director in 1998. During his
tenure, the AGO has acquired nearly 20,000 works. He holds
an Honours Bachelor of Arts in Canadian History from
Carleton University, a Master of Philosophy in Modern
European Painting and Sculpture from the Courtauld
Institute of Art, and an Honorary Doctor of Laws from
Queen’s University. He has taught at Harvard, the University
of Western Ontario, and has lectured across North America.
Teitelbaum’s vision is “to make the AGO the imaginative
centre of our city and province, reflecting our diverse and
dynamic setting. We will enhance our international profile as
a leading cultural destination and innovative partner in the
celebration of art, forging a new model for art museums.”

Trip to Malta

Many thanks to all the members and spouses/friends that
attended, including Club members (back row, from centre)
Nancy Moore, Cecil Pace-Asciak, George Weber; (middle
row) Mary Tuck Corelli, Rod Carruthers; (front row) Sandra
Eadie, Marjut Nousiainen, Liora Salter, and Gwen Jones
pictured in St. Julians, plus Wendy Boyd (not pictured). The
trip was an overwhelming success. The painters had a great
time—Malta abounds with beautiful sites for painting. We
met with local painters and painted some great ‘out of the way’
sites. Several members suggested another trip next year with a
watercolor workshop where a local watercolorist would show
us his remarkable traditional technique.
Cecil Pace-Asciak
4
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Thursday, October 2, 2008
6:00 p.m. for 6:30 p.m.
These six delicacies will be on the table throughout the
dinner
Sliced Baguette, butters; Selection of Olives
Spiced Almonds; Mushrooms in Sherry Vinaigrette
Shards of Manchego
Potato and Onion Frittata in olive oil
1. FINO, Lustau Reserva del Puerto. A clean, light,
fresh, dry Sherry.
Will be served with a plate of
Sole and Blood Orange Ceviche with Tortilla chips
2. MANZANILLA, Lustau Papirusa. A fresher, delicate,
dry Sherry with a slight sea-coast zing.
Will be served with a plate of
Pimontone and Lemon Shrimp on Saffron-Chive Rice
3. DRY OLOROSO, Lustau Don Nuno. The higher
glycerin produces a smooth, dark, nutty and
seemingly sweeter Sherry.
Will be served with a plate of
Figs with Cabra, Toasted Walnuts and Minted Honey
4. DRY AMONTILLADO, Lustau Los Arcos. A
medium-dark, dry, very nutty Sherry.
Will be served with
Consommé Tio Pepe with Peppers and Roasted Tomato
5. PALO CORTADO, Lustau Peninsula. An amazing
Sherry that is simultaneously rich and crisp.
Will be served with a plate of
Chorizo in Piquillo with Baked Garlic and Onion
6. PEDRO XIMENEZ (PX), Osborne. The sweetest of
all Sherries.
Will be served with
Vanilla Bean Ice Cream with Sweet Sherry Drizzle
Coffee/Tea
Remember to save some of your Sherry to sip while we
learn all about the mysteries of Flamenco.
Your guests will be welcome.
Price $60.00
Space is limited so please book with Naomi NOW
at 416-597-0223 ext. 2 (voicemail).

Ad Lib

We SHOUT Poetry

An evening of sharing your original works of poetry.
Poets sign up at 7:30 p.m., with readings commencing at
8:00 p.m. on Friday, November 7 in the Studio. Please
note, shouting is not required! Contact Barry Wallace for
more details. barrywallace@sympatico.ca

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
The new season has heralded an ambitious schedule of
exhibitions for the coming year, as was outlined in last
month’s column. It started with a solo exhibition of
sculpture by Farhad Nargol-O’Neill on Monday,
September 8. Club President Peter G.S. Large and past
president Julian Mulock introduced the artist. Farhad spoke
to the exhibition, and afterwards there was a spirited
interaction between artist and the members present.
There is a small exhibition of portraits by members from
the Club collection showing in the bar, intended to
supplement the wonderful sculpture by Farhad NargolO’Neill in the Great Hall, courtesy of Barbara Mitchell,
Curator. Look for a young Jack Yocum, among others.

UPCOMING EVENT

Monday, October 27, Club
Night Opening: “Passages.” Five
Decades of an Artist’s Life—a
Retrospective of the work of
Audrey Garwood (1927–2004),
Charter Woman member of the
Club. Curator: Colette French.
Speaker: Pat Fairhead (Long
time friend and fellow traveller).
There will be a slide show
following dinner.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

The second joint exhibition of works by members of the Arts
& Letters Club of Toronto and the Rochester Art Club will be
held this year at 14 Elm Street. Up to three works, 40"X32",
including frames, no specific theme, may be submitted by
Club members. There is no specific size restriction for three
dimensional works. Works must be delivered on Friday,
September 26 between 12:00–2:00 p.m. and Saturday,
September 27, between 9:00–10:00 a.m. The show will be
tightly juried by Club artist Ray Cattell and outside jurors
Perry Tung (Director—International Art at Richie’s) and
Joanne Tod (celebrated Canadian painter and teacher of art at
the U of T). Please ensure all the Exhibition Guidelines,
available on the piano, are observed. The exhibition will run
from Monday, September 29 to Saturday, October 25. The
Opening will be on Friday, October 3, at a special dinner for
RAC and ALC members and guests. On Sunday, October 5,
there will be a special “early bird” breakfast. Members are
urged to submit works for this significant Centenary show.

OUTDOOR SKETCHING

Outdoor sketching event for Sunday, September 21,
10:00 a.m. until dusk at The Pickering Horse Centre, 3800
Paddock Rd.—R.R. #5, Claremont, Ontario. 905-6491342. Directions are on piano in the bar. This event has
been organized courtesy Ed Yaghdjian.
Fall Outdoor Sketching Weekend, from Friday, October
17 to Sunday, October 19, at the Westwind Inn in

Buckhorn, just north of Peterborough. Please contact the
Inn directly at 705-657-8095 or 800-387-8100, or
e-mail: info@westwindinn.net to book a space. Please confirm
your participation with Farhad at farhadart@sympatico.ca.

THIRD FLOOR STUDIO

Olja Müller, Claudine Pope and Wendy Boyd, and
Andrew Sookrah will continue to run the life drawing and
painting sessions on the third floor on Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday respectively.
Suparna Ghosh

MUSICAL NOTES
Music started the new season in great form on Wednesday,
September 3 with a packed house cheering Lucia Cesaroni
in her farewell concert.
October promises a variety of musical treats. October 1
will see the debut of Samuel Bisson, a brilliant young cellist
who distinguished himself at this year’s Toronto Summer
Music Academy. On October 8, we have the privilege of
welcoming two members of the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, Jin-Shan Dai, violin, and Roberta Janzen, cello,
in a programme of Bach and Kodaly.
October 15 will be an historic club day. Klement
Hambourg will be the third generation of his distinguished
family to perform at the club. His grandfather and uncles
joined the club in 1911 and were very active for many years.
Soprano Danielle Buonaiuto, a recent graduate of the
University of Western Ontario and a prize-winner in this
year’s Eckhart-Grammate Competition, will present a
programme of five contemporary Canadian composers on
October 22—a rare treat.
Rounding out the month will be a club favorite, violinist
Phoebe Tsang. She will be accompanied by the dean of
Toronto collaborative pianists and our own Arts & Letters
Club Award winner, Dr. George Brough.
Jim Norcop

SUNDAY ROAST
Sunday November 23 2008
Cash bar 12:00 Noon. Buffet Dinner 1:00 p.m.
Chef Peace has promised to pull out all the stops on this
sumptuous buffet dinner which will feature roasts, carved to
your complete satisfaction and, to the kiddies delight, a
chocolate fountain. Our Executive Committee has kindly
agreed to allow children of all ages to attend. Your guests
will be welcome. Price: $30.00 per person, $16.00 per child
12 years and under. Spaces are limited. To avoid
disappointment, please book NOW with Naomi at
416-597-0223 ext 2. (voicemail)
October 2008
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WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Friday, October 3—ROB PRINCE and
Damon Lum will host an evening of serious
improv (not improv comedy, as featured on
JOTO nights) showcasing the talents of Mathieu Alepin, one
of the city’s best young improv artists.
Friday, October 10—Our popular monthly JOTO improv
comedy night returns.
Friday, October 17—BOND BYTES OR THE MAN
WHO SAVED BRITAIN. Presented by George and Nancy

Kee in the Great Hall, with help from many Club members.
Let’s bond at 007:30 p.m. ADD to the fun, men are
encouraged to come in DJ s, women in bikinis—ho! ho!
Valet parking for any Aston Martin DB5s. Cash bar.

Friday, October 24—OLD TIMES. A fully staged reading
in the Studio of Harold Pinter’s 80-minute play Old Times,
directed by Martin Hunter and featuring Penelope
Cookson, Gordon Fulton and Kay Montgomery.
Performance at 7:30 p.m., ticket cost $10, payable at the
door. Reservations required at 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Friday, October 31—THE AD LIB HALLOWEEN PARTY,
hosted by George Lobb, Karina Rammell, and Rob Prince.

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:15 Music from 1:00 to 1:45 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, October 1

SAMUEL BISSON, cello NADIA BOUCHER, piano
Brahms sonata No. 2, op 99
Opera transcriptions for cello and piano

Wednesday, October 8
JIN SHAN DAI, violin ROBERTA JANZEN, cello
Bach: chaconne from D minor Partita
Kodaly : Duo for Violin and cello
Wednesday, October 15

KLEMENT HAMBOURG, violin
BOYD MCDONALD, piano

Bloch: Sonata in G minor Brahms: Ballade Op. 10, No. 1
Weinzweig: Sonata
Schubert: Rondo from sonatina in D, Op. 137
Wednesday, October 22

DANIELLE BUONAIUTO, soprano
DAVID CHODORIWSKY, piano

All-Canadian programme:
Works by Vivier, Evangelista, Morlock, Daniel
and Weinzweig
Wednesday, October 29

Writers Table
Please join us on Friday October 3, 2008 where Club
Member Susan Ioannou’s book talk will be
“Landscape/Inscape.” Susan will be speaking on how she
came to write her book Looking Through Stone: Poems about
the Earth. Susan is a renowned Canadian writer and editor
and is the author of the several poetry collections. Her
articles, poems, and short stories have appeared in more
than 80 magazines and anthologies across Canada, as well
as on the Women’s Television Network. A Canada Council
reader, over the years she has performed her work in many
venues around Toronto, including Harbourfront
(www.readings.org). Her writing has received Writer’s
Reserve and Works in Progress Grants from the Ontario Arts
Council (www.arts.on.ca) and several prizes, most recently
an Okanagan Short Story Award. Bring your TGIF buffet
lunch to the LAMPSroom.
If you have any questions,
please call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Screenwriters
There will be no Screenwriters lunch in October.
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PHOEBE TSANG, violin
DR. GEORGE BROUGH, piano

Schubert: Rondo in A Major Bach: Partita in B minor
Please note: There will be no music club night in October

Film Night
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20, payable at the bar
Wednesday, October 8

HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG (2003)

Starring Jennifer
Connelly, Ben Kingsley
Director: Vadim
Perelman
When a recovering
addict is mistakenly
evicted from her home,
she engages in a
struggle with the new
Iranian-immigrant
owners with
increasingly tragic
results. Nominated for three Academy Awards.

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER
Club Nights

Literary Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, October 6
The Arts & Letters Club hosts the Winners of the Alcuin
Society 2007 Award for Excellence in Book Design in
Canada. Speakers CS Richardson, Designer and author of
The End of the Alphabet; Martin Levin, The Globe and Mail.
Winning Books will be on display in the LAMPSroom.
Monday, October 13
NO Club Night due to Thanksgiving.
Monday, October 20 HAS LITERATURE A FUTURE?
Vickery Bowles, Director of Collections at Toronto Public
Library and currently acting Chief Librarian for the GTA, will
speak on “Books and reading now and in the future.”
Monday, October 27
Art Opening: Passages: Five Decades of an Artist’s Life
A retrospective of the work of Audrey Garwood
(1927–2004), Charter woman member of the Club.
Curator: Colette French. Speaker: Pat Fairhead.
There will be a slide show following dinner.

Photography Group
A lively meeting was held in September with 12 members
attending, 4 of them new members. Many great shots taken
during the summer were shown. The variance of subject matter
and the professionalism of the photographs were wonderful.
The next gathering will be on Wednesday, October 8 inside
the Queens Quay Terminal Bldg. We will meet at 6:00 p.m.
by the fountain at the south end of the Bldg. Weather
permitting we will converge on a specific scene or subject
which we will all shoot. We may get some magnificent
sunset shots. Bring a tripod if you have one. We will review 5
shots from each member at the Nov 12th meeting.
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416-594-9009 or gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet in the LAMPSroom, Tuesday,
October 14 at 3 p.m. The topic will be from the current
vogue wherein many state their views vis-à-vis the
betterment of the world. Specifically, the topic is
“Messaging Today’s Society via Poetry.” Attendees are
invited to bring their own resultant poetry, or may choose
to read a historical poem that is significant for our time.
For further information, please contact Margo E. Hunt
416-925-8922.

Tuesday, October 7 NELL WALDMAN
“Why I Didn’t Want to do that Anymore: A College English
Teacher Hangs Up The Chalk.”
Nell Waldman discusses her nearly thirty years of teaching
writing and literature to college students: how she got there,
how the notion of “good writing” changed over the years, what
she and her students learned, and why she decided to retire.
Tuesday, October 14 CAROLINE ANDREWS
Cryptic crossword compiler for the Toronto Star.
Clue: “Animals of rocky peak welcome offspring back.”
Answer: “Rhinos” of course. In her talk Ms. Andrews will
discuss compiling cryptics, solving them, and how they are
good for the brain.
Tuesday, October 21 ERICK DOMVILLE
“Peace and War”
Given the all but impossible task of adapting an epic novel
into an opera, Prokofiev selected a series of highlights
intertwining both private lives and the fate of Russia. Recorded
examples and excerpts from the libretto will be provided.
Tuesday, October 28 SUZANNE CHENETTE
Poet Suzanne Chenette will read from her collection
Solitude in Cloud and Sun chronicling moments from the life
of an old woman living in the American mid-west.

General Manager’s Report
The Executive Committee recently approved the Capital
budget prepared by the House Committee. This budget
covers a wide range of items, all of which fall within the
House Committee’s current priorities: strengthen our
building management, improve catering contributions and
enhance the Club experience to members, catering clients
and staff. In addition to “behind the scenes” items such as a
new hot water tank, fire system panel and computer software
upgrades, the budget includes a number of improvements for
your enjoyment and pleasure. These items include the
installation of a plate warmer: yes, we will serve hot food on
hot plates! Along with new chairs, we will have a new and
improved set of microphones for the podium and a wireless
microphone system for the Great Hall. We are also arranging
for a heritage building report that will focus on the
conditions of the heritage aspects of the building. Given that
our property is both a heritage property and a national
historic site, this report will be beneficial in assisting us in
developing a capital plan for future building improvements.
Fiona McKeown, General Manager
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1

Painters Studio

2

SHERRY, TAPAS
AND FLAMENCO

Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
6 for 6:30 p.m.
Music Wednesday
12 noon
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

5
Painters Studio

12
Painters Studio

19
Painters Studio

26
Painters Studio
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

6
Membership
Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

13
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
CLUB CLOSED

20

7

14
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.

21

Club Night
Literary Table
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
12:00 noon

27

28

Club Night
Literary Table
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
12:00 noon

9

8

3

4

10

11

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
12 noon
Ad Lib
ROCHESTER ART
CLUB DINNER

17

15

16

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Activities Mtg
5:15 p.m.

New Members
Cocktail Party
5:15 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
Members Dinner
6:00 p.m. cash bar
7:00 p.m. dinner
Stage Cttee Mtg
7:00 p.m.

22

23

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

House Cttee Mtg Painters Studio
5:15 p.m.
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

29

30

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, October 10, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Saturday

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
FILM NIGHT

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

Friday

18

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

24

25
Art Installation
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

31
Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–11:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
You may not have heard that our Club history
The Great Adventure—100 Years At The Arts &
Letters Club is a finalist in the Heritage Toronto
Book Awards. Congratulations to author
Margaret McBurney, editor Ann Schabas,
archivist Scott James for his excellent selection
of illustrations for the book, and to the Club
History Publication Committee for guiding
the book into its present form.
Because this column goes to press before our October Board
meeting, I will give you some high-lights from our agenda, details
to follow in future columns.
Activities Committee: Danielle Fraser and Gwen Jones are
the new co-chairs for this essential committee. The Activities
Committee maintains the schedule of all Club events and makes
sure there are no gaps or over-laps.
Communications Committee: The Board will approve the
‘Terms of Reference’ of the Communications Committee. We are
now seeking a chair (or co-chairs) for this important committee.
If you are interested, please give your name to General Manager
Fiona McKeown.
Reviewing the Board’s Performance: I have mentioned
the importance of the Board reviewing its OWN performance.
Our Counsel, David Phillips, will provide us with criteria for
this purpose. Our own review process will begin soon.
Future of the Club: Furthering one of the Board’s priorities, we
will start to answer the question ‘What do we want the Club to look
like by 2011?’ Our first step will be to develop questions. The answers
to these questions will show the direction we should move towards. The
Board can only START this process—it is you, the members who hold
the vision for the Club’s future and it is your answers to the questions
about the Club’s future that will show our way forward. This is a longish term project but necessary to learn what resources the Club
needs for its future and for our 14 Elm Street building.
Some Social Notes: Congratulations to the Food and Beverage
Chair Bill Whiteacre and Committee members Hilary
Alexander and Irene Katzela for the superb ‘Sherry, Tapas and
Flamenco’ evening. Thanks to Chef Ken Peace who prepared a
masterpiece six-course dinner and the staff for their beautifully
choreographed, precision service. Please make a point of attending
Monday Club Nights and Wednesday Music luncheons. Their
programmes are excellent, and deserve your support.
Peter G.S. Large, President

Members News
On September 22, Anne LazareMirvish was front and centre for the
dedication of the Ed and Anne Mirvish
Parkette, adjacent to the Bathurst
subway station. She unveiled a
handsome plaque and watched as a tree
was planted in Ed’s memory. Ed
Mirvish, C.B.E., O.C., O.Ont., LL.D,
joined the Arts & Letters Club in 1967
and remained a member until his death
in 2007. Anne first came to members’
notice when she picketed the Club in
1975—this because one day when Ed
was our guest speaker at lunch, she was
firmly told by the Club manager that
“women are not allowed.” Anne, a
skilled sculptor, joined the Club shortly
after women were admitted in 1985.
She has been a devoted Charter
Woman member ever since.
Zora Buchanan is having an exhibition
of “mostly” small works on canvas from
December 2–13 in the Scollard Street
Gallery, 112 Scollard Street, Toronto.
The exhibition is entitled Good Things
Come in Small Packages. Zora will be
present at the Opening Reception,
Thursday, December 4 from
6:00–8:00 p.m. as well as Saturday,
December 6 from 2:00–4:00 p.m. and
looks forward to welcoming fellow
members of the Club. Gallery hours are
Tuesday–Saturday 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
or by appointment. Tel: 647-436-9784.
www.scollardstreetgallery.com
Rosemary Aubert will have her first
solo show of drawings and other works
at the Toronto Public Library, Don
Mills Branch, 888 Lawrence Avenue E.
The show runs from November 1–30.
The library is open daily from
1:30–5:00 p.m. and during some
mornings and evenings. Phone
416-395-5710 or 416-759-3126.
Lois Dierlam will be exhibiting her
paintings at the annual art show and sale
of Canadian Artists’ work at Casa Loma,
entitled Art At The Castle. Lois’ paintings
will be shown on the 2nd floor of
Toronto’s Casa Loma on Sunday,
November 9 from 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
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Kathleen Reichelt presents the
performance Throw Like A Girl
October 22–25, 2008 at 8:00 p.m.,
October 25 and 26, 2008 at 2:30 p.m.
THE GARAGE, 469 Bathurst (just
south of College on the east side of
Bathurst), side gate entrance, PWYC
admission ($5–$10 suggested). Doors
open 30 minutes before each
performance. Limited seating: please
reserve in advance at
kathleen_reichelt@hotmail.com or
rsvpthegarage@gmail.com
Recently returned from the European
launch in Oslo, Norway, Barbara
Elizabeth Mercer cordially invites
members to the Canadian book
launch and signing of Secrets, a new
book of poetry, on Wednesday,
October 22, 2008 from 6:00–8:00 p.m.
at the Club. RSVP Art Advice
Associates, 416-922-0950 or E-mail:
bemercer@sympatico.ca. Refreshments
will be served.
Alan Stein’s hand-printed, limited
edition book In Venice will be part of
the national touring exhibition The Art
of the Book ’08. This is the 25th
anniversary exhibition of the Canadian
Bookbinders and Book Artists Guild.
September 30–October 26, 2008,
Ontario Crafts Council Gallery, 990
Queen Street West, Toronto. The
opening reception was held Thursday,
October 2, 5:30–8:30 p.m.
Richard Nevitt’s book The Caledon
Sketchbook, published by Porcupine
Quill, is being launched at the
McMichael Art Gallery in Kleinburg.
An exhibition of “Caledon Drawings
and Sketches” will be in one of the
galleries. Saturday, November 15
between 12:00 noon and 3:00 p.m.
Richard will be signing books and looks
forward to seeing past and present
friends from the Club. 519-941-6118.
Marvyne Jenoff’s new book of poetry,
Crackerjack Umbrella, will be available
from November 1. Members are
invited to the launch in the YongeEglinton area on Sunday, November 2,
2:00–5:00 p.m. with brief readings at
3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. (RSVP

mjenoff@istar.ca). She will also be
reading at Ad Lib on November 7.
Details at www.MarvyneJenoff.com.
Monika Uesson-Talpak is
participating in a Holiday festival, Give
a little Art for the Holidays, November
15–December 22. Opening Reception
November 22 1:00–6:00 p.m. at the
Colbalt Gallery, 870A Kingston Road,
located between Victoria Park and
Main Street, north side. Tel. 416-6940156 or cobaltgallery@sympatico.ca.
Valerie Kent will be showing in a
juried exhibition at the Mill Pond
Gallery, 314 Mill Street, Richmond
Hill. Dates October 18 and 19, 2008
from 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 905-770-7449
www.valeriekent.com

New Members
We welcome back a returning Club
member, record producer William
(Bill) Blakeney, founding patron of
the Electronic Music Foundation and
the Ear to the Earth Festival (NYC),
and publisher of Musicworks
Magazine.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s photograph
courtesy Peter G.S. Large
Page 1: Club Masthead was designed
by Ray Cattell
Page 1: “As Others Saw Us” poster, by
Rose Marie Condon
Page 3: Photo of Larry O’Farrell, by
Renée O’Farrell
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah

Architecture
Committee Meeting
5:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 25
George Hume, Chair
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

Note Bene! Club Night December 1
launches the Festive Season. The
Ryerson University Oakham House
Choir, under the direction of Matthew
Jaskiewicz, will fill the Great Hall with
songs from Mendelssohn’s Hymn of
Praise, solo performances and singalong seasonal melodies. Book early
with Naomi for this wonderful
premiere visit to the Club.

The E.J. Pratt Honorary
Member for Literature
Leslie McGrath has been head of the
Toronto Public Library’s Osborne
Collection of Early Children’s Books
since 1995. She has graduate degrees
from the Faculty of Information
Studies in the Collaborative
Programme in Book History and Print
Culture, University of Toronto. Her
interests include art and literature,
particularly early juvenile Canadiana
and the history of the Children’s
Library Service. She has contributed to
the History of the Book in Canada
www.hbic.library.utoronto.ca. She
enjoys snorkeling and scuba diving
with her husband, Robert Heard and
their three sons.
Margaret C. Maloney

SUNDAY ROAST
Sunday November 23, 2008
Cash bar 12:00 Noon
Buffet Dinner 1:00 p.m.
Chef Peace has promised to pull out
all the stops on this sumptuous buffet
dinner which will feature two types of
roast, carved to your complete
satisfaction and, to the kiddies delight,
a chocolate fountain.
Our Executive Committee has kindly
agreed to allow children of all ages to
attend.
Your guests will be welcome.
Price: $30.00 per person
$16.00 per child (12 years and under)
Spaces are limited so, to avoid
disappointment, please book NOW
with Naomi at 416-597-0223 ext 2
(voicemail).

Thursday, November 20

MEMBERS’ DINNER
Dr. Larry O’Farrell
Bar 6 p.m.; Dinner 7 p.m.
Price $28, payable in advance
Please reserve at
416-597-0223 ext. 2
(voicemail)

Saving the World
through
Arts Education

Larry O’ Farrell holds the UNESCO
Chair in Arts and Learning at
Queen’s University. He has
published extensively on the topic
and presented at national and
international conferences, and led
curriculum development initiatives
for the Ministry of Education.
Arts education has been credited
with an astonishing array of
benefits, not only for young
students but also for society at
large—from making children
smarter to cultivating a culture of
peace, from giving a voice to
disadvantaged youth to energizing
professional artists of tomorrow.
Are any or all of these claims valid?
If so, how do the arts exert such an
influence under social conditions in
which artists are marginalized and
arts in school continue
to fight for survival?

Parnassus on
Elm Street
Not all the celebrations of the Club’s
centennial are taking place at 14 Elm.
One musical organization, The
Aldeburgh Connection, has taken it
on to celebrate us! As part of their
08–09 season, they’re presenting
Parnassus on Elm Street, to recognize
the Arts & Letters Club and its impact
on Canadian culture over the past 100
years. The Aldeburgh Connection is
dedicated to “the art of song.” Its
artistic directors, pianists Stephen
Ralls and Bruce Ubukata, were
winners of the Arts & Letters Award
in 2004. Their young artists’
Discovery Recitals have been popular
events at many of our Wednesday
music lunches.
Parnassus on Elm Street will take
place at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday,
November 30 at Walter Hall in the
University of Toronto’s Faculty of
Music. Four singers will perform
works heard at the Club, or composed
or associated with Club Members,
which will be anchored by anecdotes
about Club musical events and
characters. Afterwards, the Centenary
Committee hosts a reception at the
Club. A discounted price of
$40/person will apply for Club
members and one guest. Tickets may
be ordered online at
www.aldeburghconnection.org, or call
416-735-7982. Please specify that you
are a Club Member.

SPRING REVUE
PRODUCTION TEAM
New members interested in Stage and
Theatre are always welcome to join the
Production Team for the annual Spring
Revue. We are looking for members
who could fill the following roles:
Assistant Producer, Assistant Artistic
Director, Assistant Music Director and
Rehearsal Stage Manager. Mentoring
in any of these roles will be provided.
For more information, please call Mike
Spence, Betty Trott or Morna Wales.
November 2008
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MUSICAL NOTES
The early October concerts were a rousing success.
November promises more treats.
On Club Night November 3 new member Rachel
Persaud will perform a concert of all original music. The
focus will be Rachel’s mystery fairytale novel BETA. Rachel
will read excerpts from her novel and perform the music that
aligns with the text. A reviewer has said “the music is artistic,
moving, and melodious with words that inspire and touch
deeply.”
On November 5, Bruce Ubukata will again bring the
Aldeburgh Discovery to the Club featuring 3 talented young
singers presenting English songs by Browne, Vaughan
Williams and Finzi and German songs by Wolfe, Mahler
and Strauss. November 12 sees the return of the 2008
Canadian Competition winners.
Club Night November 17, a joint evening with Art and
Music will present the Bloor Street Brass Quintet under the
direction of Gillian MacKay, University of Toronto Faculty
of Music. Those who attended the club’s Centennial dinner
will remember Gillian’s superb brass group and this promises
more great brass, for a memorable evening.
November 19 brings one of Canada’s chamber music
treasures, Ensemble Vivant. The group has been playing to
sold-out audiences throughout North America and Europe
and recording for two decades. They will play an eclectic
program of works by J. S. Bach, Charles-Marie Widor,
Charlie Chaplin, Rick Wilkins, Astor Piazzola and more.
November concludes with a concert on November 26 by
Jamaican tenor Paul Williamson, who is now taking his
place on the operatic and concert stages of Canada. His first
album, featuring classical art songs and operatic arias, will be
released in 2009.
John Caldwell

Centennial
Photo Directory Update
The books are at the Club and can be picked up anytime!
The plan is to print more, when we have a minimum of
20 orders. All members are eligible to be in the Centenary
Edition, of which a printed copy will be placed in the
Archives, so if you have not yet done your bio of 100 words
or less (really a thumbnail sketch of you and your interest in
the Arts) and/or sent in your digital photo, this is your
LAST CALL—Deadline Tuesday, December 30, 2008. We
are working to develop members-only access to an online
version, which will continue to be revised and updated. This
on-going project will mean that we will always have an upto-date Photo Directory of all members. The contact person
is Joan VanDuzer, 416-967-1267 or
joanvanduzer@mac.com
4
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THE GREAT ADVENTURE—100
Years at The Arts & Letters Club
This wonderful book about our Club’s first 100 years,
authored by Margaret McBurney, is short listed for the
Annual Heritage Toronto Awards, to be decided on
Monday October 27. Purchase of the book by Club
members has been extraordinarily strong. As a note to
those of you who are new members and those who have
not yet acquired a copy, we urge you to contact Naomi
Hunter now. It is a must for every Club member’s library.
Bear in mind, also, that holiday gifting is just around the
corner. Duggan Melhuish has undertaken to market the
remaining books with the primary objective of having
them go to reader audiences, with historical interests.

Centenary Committee Report
The Chairman spent most of September and early
October in Spain and returned to hear marvellous
success stories with respect to the Gotlieb Dinner, St.
George’s Joint Dinner, and the Rochester Weekend,
amongst other events!
At our Committee meeting on October 7, all
committees reported future activities were well underway.
The Members’ Dinner presentation for November 20,
which was to feature an unveiling of the National Historic
Site plaques, has had to be postponed to the New Year
because of the election. This may fall outside the
Centenary year but will still be considered to be a
Centenary event! All November events are reported
elsewhere in this issue. Duggan Melhuish has taken on the
task of marketing remaining copies of The Great Adventure,
subject to the Club’s own needs. Meanwhile members who
have not purchased their copy should move quickly!
The budget, presented to the Committee by its
Treasurer, Bill Buchanan, indicated that the Centenary net
expenses (originally budgeted $65,000, some years ago) are
actually in the neighbourhood of $25,000 net expense to
the Club, as a result of revenues received from Centenary
events of approximately $30,000. This was excellent news!
John Lawson

COME ONE COME ALL TO DECK THE HALL!
It’s that time of year again! Willing workers are needed to
help install the traditional Christmas Decorations in the
Great Hall and Lounge on Saturday morning, November
22, 2008. We will start at 10:00 a.m. and a light lunch
will be provided at 12:30 noon. Please call Mike Spence
to offer assistance. Thank you in advance for volunteering.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
The Centennial International Art Exhibition of 2008 added
yet another dimension to the history of the venerated walls
of the Club. The task of installing 68 works by members of
the Arts & Letters Club of Toronto and the Rochester Arts
Club involved the vision of Designer Murray Oliver,
Exhibitions Chair Jessica Virdo, and our wonderful
volunteers (Alan and Joan Dubros, Bruce Ferreira-Wells,
Ken Flitton, Suparna Ghosh, Amanda Happé, Barbara
Mitchell, Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, and Ed Yaghdjian). Our
appreciation goes to Andrew Cheddie Sookrah for creating
the striking poster made to commemorate this exhibition.
Special mention must be made of George Lobb and
Barbara Mitchell for their tireless work in creating the
catalogue for this exhibition, which will soon be made
available to members.
The result was evident in the energy and harmony shared
by the members of ALC and RAC over a special dinner at
the opening of the show on Friday, October 3rd. Club
President Peter G.S. Large joined Art Committee Chair
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, Curator Barbara Mitchell, and
special weekend organizers Danielle Fraser and Marjut
Nousiainen to welcome the kindred guests from the RAC.
President Pat Tribastone and Frank Monte, Past President
and Exhibitions Chair for the RAC, spoke with great
enthusiasm to the audience. The Great Hall was further
infused with vigour and beauty when Madeline Forster and
her spirited jazz quartet, all from Rochester, performed
several jazz numbers and enthralled the audience. The
evening ended with promises of more beginnings in the
future.
On Saturday, October 4, some ALC and RAC members
were taken on a trip to the iconic McMichael Canadian Art
Collection, which is currently having a retrospective
exhibition of the drawings and paintings of Daphne Odjig.
Weekend organiser Marjut Nousiainen generously drove
people up to Kleinberg. Weekend organiser Danielle Fraser
and Gord Fulton kindly toured our guests around the
Yorkville gallery scene, and then hosted a dinner at the
Bangkok Garden restaurant on Elm St. The RAC members
were also challenged to stay up all night and attend a free,
contemporary “art thing,” Nuit Blanche, happening at
various venues in Toronto. On Sunday, October 5, the
members and our guests enjoyed an early bird breakfast, and
then said their goodbyes. The Art Committee would like to
thank all those members who imparted much of their time
to make this exhibition so special. We particularly thank our
staff extraordinaire for making the event appear seamless.
The Centennial International Art Exhibition continues
until the evening of Friday October 24.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday, October 27, the Club Night Opening is Passages:
Five Decades of an Artist’s Life—a Retrospective of the work
of Audrey Garwood (1927–2004), Charter Woman

member of the Club. Curator: Colette French. Speaker: Pat
Fairhead. There will be a slide show following dinner.
Monday, November 17, Club Night Opening: Solo
Exhibition of paintings by Mary Jane Holmes Baillie. See
Club Nights in the “What’s On” section.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

December appears farther away than it is. When autumn is
here, can winter be far behind? In anticipation of Christmas
and Chanukah, the December show will feature a Small
Works and Miniatures Exhibition. Works must be delivered
on Friday, December 5 between 12:00 noon–2:00 p.m. and
Saturday, December 6, between 9:00–10:00 a.m. Club
Night opening is on Monday, December 8.
On Saturday, December 13, 12 noon–4 p.m. Small Works
and Books Show and Sale will be open to the public. All
members are welcome to submit up to five works in any
media. Flat works must not exceed 56 inches in perimeter
(image size). Frames should be in keeping with the size of
the work. Sculptures and 3-dimensional work must not
exceed one cubic meter. Miniatures are encouraged.

OUTDOOR SKETCHING

Calling all members interested in helping out with ideas for
Spring Outdoor Sketching. Please contact Farhad NargolO’Neill (farhadart@sympatico.ca).

THIRD FLOOR STUDIO

Olja Müller, Claudine Pope and Andrew Sookrah will
continue to run the life drawing and painting sessions on
the third floor on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday,
respectively. We thank Wendy Boyd for her commitment
until now and hope she will continue to attend these
sessions in the future.
Suparna Ghosh

General Managers Report
For the benefit of our new members, let me introduce you
to our management team and how they can be of assistance
to you.
Ken Peace, Chef de Cuisine, accommodates most dietary
needs. If you have a special dietary request please let Naomi
know when you are making your reservation. Sarah Van
Wyck, Catering Manager, coordinates private rental
bookings and is the person to call when you want to book a
room for a committee meeting or a rehearsal. Naomi
Hunter, Membership Services Manager, accepts reservations
for Club events, looks after membership matters and more.
When in doubt you can be sure that Naomi has the answer!
With the support of our experienced service, culinary and
house staff, our management team is committed to making
every visit to your Club a pleasurable one. We welcome your
ideas, suggestions and concerns!
Fiona McKeown, General Manager
November 2008
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WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER
Club Nights

Literary Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday November 3
Rachel Persaud and friends will perform a concert of all
original music focusing on Rachel’s mystical fairy tale novel
BETA. The story features a young woman’s coming of age
and the journey that she and he parents must take in order
to unify the family. Rachel will read from her novel and
perform music that aligns with the text.
Monday, November 17

OPENING: SOLO EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS

by Mary Jane Holmes Baillie
Long time member Mary Jane will exhibit her incredible
works, which cover sixty years of artistic expression. This is
not an exhibition to miss! Curator: Farhad Nargol-O’Neill.
Mary Jane will have a catalogue of this exhibition available.
In a joint evening with Art and Music, we will feature the
Bloor Street Brass Quintet under the direction of Gillian
MacKay with Steve Arsenault—trumpet; Michelle Wylie—
trumpet; James Tizzard; Stuart Bremner—trombone and Ian
Feenstra—tuba. The program will include works by Kulesha,
Fauré, Tschesnokov, Wagner, Carmichael and Ewazen.

Screenwriters
On Friday November 28, join us for a screening and
discussion of the 2007 short film Cargo, a New
Zealand/Czech Republic co-production about a young boy
who descends into the nightmarish world of child trafficking.
For additional information, please contact David Eng.

Celebration of Life
Distinguished Club member, sculptor and medallic artist, Dora
de Pédery-Hunt, passed away on Monday, September 29,
2008. Members are invited to attend a Celebration of Dora’s life
in the Great Hall on what would have been her 95th birthday,
Sunday November 16th, at 5:00 p.m. Please be certain to
RSVP to Dora’s niece, Ildiko Hencz, at 416-967-7424 or to
henczforth@hotmail.com, at your earliest convenience.
Art Auction of Georgian Bay Art, Tuesday, November 25 at
6:00 p.m. at the Capitol Event Theatre, Yonge Street at
Castlefield. Admission—$100.00. (Donating artists have free
admission.) Donations of art can be seen at
www.gblt.org/Gallery/ArtAuction2008. One hundred items
will be auctioned through both silent and live auction. The
auctioneer will be Heather Pigat. This Auction is a fundraiser
for the Georgian Bay Land Trust.
6
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Tuesday, November 4 HELEN MCLEAN
Reading from her latest work
Just Looking and Other Essays
Helen, a recognized painter, brings an artistic eye to this as
she did to her earlier literary works. This is her third visit to
us. Copies of her book will be available for purchase.
Tuesday November 11 DAVID RITCHIE
A Club Member, who has much personal experience in the
ways of War, will comment on some of his
readings of war literature.
Tuesday November 18 JACK BATTEN
The author of 36 books, including biographies, history,
sports books, 4 crime novels and one young adult novel.
His topic will be A Writing Life in Canada
Tuesday November 25 MARTIN HUNTER
A Club Member, who has from his early years experienced
personally the development of live theatre
in Toronto and elsewhere.
He will bring to our attention his newly published book,
Young Hunting, copies of which will be available for
purchase. Contact George W. Edmonds.

New
Year’s Eve
Gala
The date is booked at the Club.
Members have it marked on their calendars.
Lenny Graf and his wonderful band are standing by.
BUT
We need volunteers to make it happen.
We need a Chair to coordinate a small committee.
An artist to create a poster for the December LAMPSletter
(deadline Friday, November 14)
and to be posted in the Club on December 1.
Someone to collect door and spot prizes.
Someone to create table decorations
and buy party favours.
A few people to go in on the day of
and do table decorations.
An M.C. to work with the band and guests
and give out prizes.
Please call Fiona McKeown, General Manager,
at 416-597-0223, ext. 8

WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER
Ad Lib

Music Wednesdays

6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Friday, November 7 We SHOUT Poetry
Join us for our semi-annual Ad Lib poetry
reading series, including an open mic opportunity, hosted
by Barry Wallace (barrywallace@sympatico.ca). Special
guest Marvyne Jenoff will read from her new book of
poetry, Crackerjack Umbrella. All are welcome to read their
poetry, and/or listen to the poets. Poets sign in at 7:30 p.m.,
and readings commence at 8:00 p.m.
Free snacks and a cash bar.
Friday, November 14—JOTO returns for its monthly run
of improve comedy, sketch and stand-up.
Friday, November 21

TBA

Friday, November 28

Ad Lib WINTER PLANNING MEETING

Begins at 7:00 p.m. Would you like to host an Ad Lib Friday
evening event in 2009? If you have an idea for an evening,
please bring it to our Winter Planning Meeting. For more
information, please contact Rob Prince at
collectorprince@hotmail.com

Photography Group
The next meeting of the photography group will be at the
Club on Tuesday November 18th at 6:00 p.m. Those of us
who were at the Harbourfront shoot will show 5 doctored or
un-doctored images of what we shot (so please bring a cd
or storage device). Those of you attending the next
gathering are invited to bring 5 images as well, and as usual
we will have a critique session. The May Photo Show subcommittee will have met and Amanda Happé will bring us
up to date on plans already made. Still up for discussion and
decision is: Who will take over when I’m away? Please
communicate with Gord Fulton for details 416-594-9009 or
gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Film Night
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20, payable at the bar
Wednesday November 19

THE KITE RUNNER (2007)

Starring Khalid Abdalla, Zekeria Ebrahimi, Homayoun
Ershadi, Ahmad Mahmidzada. Director: Marc Forster. Writer:
David Benioff, based on the novel by Khaled Hosseini.
After many years living in California, the well-to-do Amir
returns to his homeland in Afghanistan to help his old friend
Hassan, whose son is in trouble.

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday November 5 ALDEBURGH DISCOVERY
Aviva Wilks, soprano; Frank Mutya, tenor; Jeremy Ludwig,
baritone; Bruce Ubukata, piano with a program of songs
from the English and German repertoire by Browne,
Vaughan Williams, Finzi, Wolfe, Mahler and Strauss.
Wednesday November 12

THE CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITION
2008 WINNERS
Wednesday November 19 ENSEMBLE VIVANT

Featuring Catherine Wilson, piano/artistic director; Erica
Beston, violin and Sharon Prater, cello playing a program of
J. S. Bach, Charles-Marie Widor, Charlie Chaplin, Rick Wilkins,
Astor Piazzolla and more.
Wednesday November 26

PAUL WILLIAMSON—TENOR

Paul, a lyric tenor, will sing a series of tenor arias and art
songs from his upcoming CD album to be released in 2009.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, November 11 at 3
p.m. in the LAMPSroom, where one of Canada’s most
distinguished acclaimed women, JOYCE DAVIDSON
SUSSKIND, will share with us her thoughts on the value and
place of Poetry in our society. Joyce was not only a critical
pioneer in Canadian television, but, additionally appeared
countless times on U.S. television as well. Her Canadian
shows, Authors; The Joyce Davidson Show and others, truly
became a critical part of Canada’s culture. Later in her career,
Joyce married famed American television and Motion Picture
producer, DAVID SUSSKIND, winner of many U.S. Emmys, far
too numerous to mention, over his illustrious career. Don’t
miss this exceptional meeting. For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922.

Writers Table
Please join us on Friday November 7, when Club Member
Donald (Don) Gilles will be speaking on “Reviewing Books:
Writing About Writing.” Donald Gillies has reviewed
academic and technical books over many years and, more
recently, on a few aspects of Celtic studies. He will offer
some thoughts on the process and experience of reviewing
books. He has post-retirement professorial appointments at
Ryerson University, York University, and the University of the
Highlands and Islands of Scotland. For further information
call Jack McQuaig, 416-485-9289.
November 2008
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November 2008
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

3

2
Painters Studio

Membership
Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

10

9
Painters Studio

Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

17

16
Painters Studio
As Others Saw Us
Dinner & Show
Matinee
2:00 p.m. show

4

11
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.

18

Club Night
Literary Table
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
12:00 noon

6

5

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Stage Cttee Mtg
7:00 p.m.

13

12
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Photography Gp
6:00 p.m.

24

Painters Studio
SUNDAY ROAST
12 noon cash bar
1:00 p.m. buffet
dinner

30

25

Literary Table
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
12:00 noon
Architecture Mtg
5:00 p.m.

14
Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch 12 noon
As Others Saw Us
Dinner & Show
5:30 cash bar; 6:45
dinner; 8:00 show
Ad Lib 6–11 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

21

19

20

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
FILM NIGHT

Painters Studio
MEMBERS
DINNER
TGIF Lunch
6:00 p.m. cash bar 12 noon
7:00 p.m. dinner
Ad Lib 6–11 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

5:30 p.m. cash bar
6:30 p.m. dinner

23

7

26

27

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

House Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

Painters
Studio

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, November 14, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

8

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
12 noon
Ad Lib 6–11 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

28

15
Art installation
As Others Saw Us
Dinner & Show
5:30 p.m. cash bar
6:45 p.m. dinner
8:00 p.m. show

22
COME ONE
COME ALL TO
DECK THE HALL
10:00 a.m.

29

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Screenwriters
12 noon
Ad Lib 6–11 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
Our Club History Book The Great
Adventure-100 Years at The Arts & Letters
Club DID win a Heritage Toronto Award
of Merit. The jury commented that “this
book is a rich summary of the cultural
history of Toronto” and provides insight
into “making the Arts & Letters Club such
a prestigious institution.”
Again, congratulations to Margaret
McBurney, Ann Schabas, Scott James and the History
Publication Committee. A special thanks to you, the
membership. Without your extraordinary contribution to Club
life, we would have no history.
Thanks to the Board, Committee Chairs and Activity leaders
for your contribution to our November 1st Workshop. Our
agenda dealt with Board priorities, budgets and financial
planning, responsibilities and the meaning of ‘governance,’ and
Club policies and practices.
Why did we have this half-day session? Because the Club is
now a large, extremely active enterprise if measured by income,
size and value of assets, the hundreds of events we create, size of
membership (approximately 600), and the thousands of people
who enter the Club each year.
We (the Board, Committees, Activity leaders, members and
staff ) together must exercise prudent management practices to
ensure the Club continues to flourish for you the members, and
for our successors.
At its October meeting the Board approved Terms of
Reference for the Communications Committee. The Treasurer
reported that our August operating results were “better than
budget” and that our financial outlook to December “looks
positive.”
We are already preparing for the next AGM (June 4th, 2009).
In the months ahead, the Board will continue to advance on its
four main priorities, with particular attention to the Clubs future
(what do we want to look like in 2011 or 2012?) and on careful
membership growth. Financial plans and budgets are due in
February 2009. Finding successors for the six Board members
whose terms are up next June will occupy the Nominations
Committee.
And as a final note—another reminder. Mark your calendars
for Monday Club Nights and Wednesday Music Luncheons and
attend these events when you can. You will be well-rewarded.
Peter G.S. Large, President

The Boar’s Head
Thursday, December 11, 2008

Reserve with Naomi at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Starting on November 27!
Price of $65 includes
Wassail, Feast and Wine
Cash bar opens at 6 p.m. Festivities at 7 p.m.
Members Only
Payment in advance,
by Cheque, Visa or MasterCard

Members News
Margaret Florence Ludwig is having a
small works show at the Maslak
McLeod Gallery, 118 Scollard St.
Toronto. The opening and reception
was held on Saturday, November 15.
Gallery hours are from 10:00 a.m.–5:00
p.m., Tuesday–Saturday. Phone 416944-2577, fax 416-922-1636. The
show continues to December 31, 2008.
All welcome.
Christopher Borgal was one of the
proud recipients of a Governor
General’s Medal in Architecture 2008.
The honour is jointly administered by
the Canada Council for the Arts and
the Royal Architectural Institute of
Canada, and was awarded to
Goldsmith Borgal & Company Ltd.
Architects, as Lead Architects (with
KPMB Architects) on Canada’s
National Ballet School Project Grand
Jeté, the beautiful Jarvis campus.
Ken Flitton is having a solo show of
original oil paintings on canvas at the
Club. Opening Monday, January 5
and continuing until Friday, January
23, 2009. The show is titled Canadian
Perspectives in Oil.
Margaret McBurney reports that last
month, thanks to the generosity of
Nona Macdonald Heaslip and her
late husband, Bill, the walkway into
the lobby of Hart House Theatre has
become the new home of Theatre
Museum Canada. Arts & Letters Club
members have been closely involved
with Hart House Theatre since it
opened its doors in 1919—Vincent
Massey and his brother, Raymond,
director Roy Mitchell and various
members of the Group of Seven all
helped create a theatre legacy in the
ensuing years. Robertson Davies
called the theatre the “Cradle of
Canadian Theatre.” In the mideighties, Herbert Whittaker dreamed
of creating Canada’s first theatre
museum. Since then, Michael Spence
has been a loyal supporter of the
museum, Dora Rust-D’Eye’s costumes
have been featured, Margaret
McBurney has served as president, and
2
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today, Jane Ricketts is the museum’s
secretary.
Margaret also reports that Lela
Wilson, O.N.; N.S., who recently
celebrated her 98th birthday in fine
style, has learned that the Dictionary of
International Biography has included
her biography in its 34th edition, a
tribute to her “Outstanding
Contribution to the Arts.” Her late
husband, York Wilson, would not
have been surprised.
Ron Bolt has donated a copy of his
fine art book The Beat and the Still to
the Club. It will be on view in the
Library shortly.
Marvyne Jenoff appeared on CIUT
(89.5 FM) on November 18 on the
program HOWL, hosted by Toronto
poet Nik Beat. The appearance
comprised an informal interview and
readings from Crackerjack Umbrella,
Marvyne’s new book of poetry
launched earlier in November.

New Members
We welcome back returning Club
member Michael H. Millgate,
formerly a member in the late 1980s
and early 1990s, involved with the
Literary Table. Dr. Millgate is a world
authority on Thomas Hardy and
William Faulkner.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s photograph by
Brian Little
Page 1: Boar’s Head drawing by
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill
Page 1: Club Masthead was designed
by Ray Cattell
Page 4: New Year’s Eve design by
Andrew Sookrah
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

Last Chance!!
Book Now!
Art and/or winter experience
week in the

Beautiful
Canadian Rockies
January 31 to February 8, 2009
Artists and nature lovers of all
stripes, this is your chance to be
inspired by the breathtaking
landscapes of the Rockies at their
best: under the winter skies.
Field, BC is located 20 minutes
from Lake Louise. It is nestled
between the Van Hornes, Mount
Burgess and Mount Stephen and
along the Kicking Horse River.
The village offers innumerable
snapshots of our quintessential
Canadian winter wonderland for
you to sketch, photograph and
paint. You can paint with artist
friends or take a workshop with
Doug Purdon, or shoot wonderful
photos or just take in the fresh
mountain air. Extra winter
activities such as skiing,
snowshoeing, glacier walks, and
dog sledding can be organized too.
Field is where members
Gordon Fulton and Danielle
Fraser spend their winters.
Danielle Fraser has worked out
a travel package including flights,
transfers to/from Calgary airport,
lodging, local sightseeing
opportunities, 2 dinners and
studio facilities starting from
$1,700* for 8 days, depending on
level of accommodation.
But you need to book NOW
and reserve your place by
December 22 with Danielle Fraser
at 416-594-9009 or e-mail
dmfraser@sympatico.ca.
*Does not include art supplies,
many meals and extra winter
sports activities.

Obituaries
Kathleen (Kate) M. Graham,
1913–2008
The Club has lost a distinguished
member of the painting community.
Kate Graham died in late August, at
the age of ninety-four.
Kate spent years training her eye
through observing the art of others in
wide-ranging travels with her
physician husband, Wallace Graham.
She began at fifty, after his sudden and
early death, to try her hand at
painting, to express her sensitive and
intense experience of nature. She
received encouragement from Jack
Bush, a friend and neighbour, and her
work was immediately recognized for
its quality. Kate was adventurous in
her art, as she had been in her early
years paddling the Peace River with
three women friends. She loved her
family cottage in Algonquin Park, her
trips to Newfoundland and to the
Arctic. In 1976, she was invited to be
Artist in Residence in Cape Dorset, in
what is now Nunavut. Her work was
represented in shows in New York and
Europe, and was purchased by the
AGO. Her last show took place in
2003 at the Moore Gallery in Toronto,
when she was ninety. Kate donated to
the Club a painting in gouache on
paper, which now hangs in the
General Manager’s office.
Mary Jane Baillie

Dora de Pédery-Hunt,
1913–2008
The Club has lost one of the most
celebrated and accomplished sculptors
in its 100 year history.
Born in Hungary in 1913, Dora
studied at the Royal School of Applied
Art in Budapest, where she received
her diploma in 1943. Immigrating to
Canada in 1948, she worked as an art
teacher and participated regularly in
group shows. Her first solo show, in
1965 at the Dorothy Cameron
Gallery, was a great success, firmly
establishing her as a sculptor and

medal designer.
In her lengthy career Dora taught at
OCA and was a founding member of
the Medallic Art Society of Canada.
Her numerous commemorative
medallions ranged from Central
Hospital, to the 12th International
Council on Archives and the 1993
bicentennial of Toronto. Dora was
elected to the Sculpture Society of
Canada and two of her portraits of
Frances Loring are in the National
Gallery of Canada. She designed the
1976 Montreal Olympics gold coin
and, perhaps most significantly, the
Queen’s head on the Canadian
“loonie,” introduced in 1989.
Dora joined the Club in 2001 and
was a member until her death on
September 27, a few weeks short of
her 95th birthday.
Scott James

General Manager’s
Report
V.P. House, Richard Moorhouse,
along with the very talented Murray
Oliver, House Committee members
Marjorie Pepper, Hilary
Alexander, and Ken Flitton, and
Club Curator Barbara Mitchell
have begun planning the renovation
of the LAMPSroom. This project,
funded by the proceeds of last year’s
Fine Art Auction, would not be
possible without the many
volunteers and the generous
donations of fine art made by
members. The LAMPSroom was one
of the first rooms that the Club used
for its meetings and gatherings in
the building. The design for the
room will be based on the following
common principles: respect for the
Club’s history, respect for the
building’s heritage significance and
respect for the Club’s atmosphere of
casual conversation, dialogue and
exchange of ideas within an informal
setting. Stay tuned for more
details….

Centenary
Committee Report
The exciting news is that The Great
Adventure, by Margaret
McBurney, received Heritage
Toronto’s “Award of Merit” in the
book category at the Carlu on
Monday, October 27, amid great
fanfare and publicity! It was one of
only three book awards!
The Architecture Committee’s
presentation November 10 on the
Vimy Memorial was an enormous
success, thanks to the talk and
slide-show by Julian Smith, the
Ottawa Conservatory Architect
who carried out the renovation.
At the last Centenary
Committee meeting we learnt that
Duggan Melhuish’s retail
distribution of The Great Adventure
is well under way, with
distributions to libraries, retail
stores, etc. Many thanks to Duggan
Melhuish!
The next big Centenary event
for the Music Committee is the
December 15 reprise of South of
North, commissioned for the 90th
Anniversary of the Club, with
poetry by late member Richard
Outram to music by Srul Irving
Glick. Pianist William Aide and
baritone Doug MacNaughton will
perform this outstanding song
cycle, with other music provided by
this duo! When this was performed
10 years ago the Great Hall was
packed to capacity!
By time of writing, Club
member Ed Hill’s musical show As
Others Saw Us will have come and
gone, to great acclaim! This is a
major Centenary event staged by
the Theatre Committee.
Centenary events are coming to
a close but the many rejuvenated
Club activities continue!
John Lawson

Fiona McKeown, General Manager
December 2008
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surprising, perhaps, for a devotee of the Impressionists. As
we ate our lunches, we chatted about how London had
changed over the years, our grandchildren and the current
show at the Royal Academy.
The General Manager, for whom I’d left a copy of
Margaret’s book at the front desk, came by during lunch to
thank me for it and to give me a copy of his club’s history
for our club library.

Among the Bohemians

Sharing a Meal with a Pizarro
Collector
You have to know where the Arts Club is. There’s no sign on
the door, and if that seems a little off-putting, it was probably
meant to be: it’s quite an exclusive place, on the edge of
Mayfair, and the people who frequent it are mostly both
prosperous and proper.
The reception rooms are furnished with leather chairs and
sofas, shelves full of art books, oriental carpets, and large
paintings. As I looked at these last, the phrase “academic
painting” came to mind, and the club is indeed very near the
Royal Academy and has traditionally drawn many of its
members from that institution. There were clumps of people
talking, but none appeared likely to welcome an interloper, so
I went into the bar and ordered a drink. The barman then
invited me to join a member who was by herself, and a
moment later I was seated at the table of a Mrs B. in the
dining room.
To make conversation, I asked Mrs B. if, this being an arts
club, she was perhaps a painter or a sculptor. “Oh heavens
no!” she said. “I collect.” And what she collects, it turned out,
is Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings, especially
Pizarros. Mrs. B. had been to Canada, and her favourite thing
about our country was the Bouchart Gardens in Victoria –not
4
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More than a hundred years ago, a group of artists including
Whistler, who found the Arts Club stuffy, seceded from the
old club and established a new one in Chelsea, where many
of them lived. The Chelsea Arts Club still flourishes today
and, true to its origins, is an informal place, where no one
cares very much about what you’re wearing.
The beautiful dining room gives on to a garden and
serves excellent food and offers first rate wines at bargain
prices. You’re also likely to find someone to talk to, as there’s
a big table meant for people to mingle at. My neighbours
happened to be visitors from France and I shared a bottle of
Pouilly fumé with them.
The Chelsea Arts Club has a lived-in look and a nonjudgmental ambiance, so I thought it would be just the place
to take my grandniece the next day. She is a jeans-wearing
graduate student, who wouldn’t have been at ease at the Arts
Club and wouldn’t even have been allowed into the all-male
Savage Club. As things turned out, the Chelsea was a perfect
place. Morgan said that she thought the club was both
unique and friendly, that her poussin aux asperges was the best
food she’d had since arriving in London, and that the grand
uncle who brought her there was a very good fellow indeed.

Practicalities
If you’re thinking of visiting any of these clubs, Naomi is
very helpful about arranging letters of introduction and you
can get the details about opening hours, location and special
events from the clubs’ websites. Lunch costs from £12 to
£16—not bad for London— and wine prices are
considerably lower than what they’d be in a restaurant.
This article comprises parts 2 and 3 of a 3 part series on our
affiliated clubs in London.
Tim Nau

Boar’s Head
CALLING ALL SINGERS
Rehearsals start on Tuesday, December 2 in the 3rd Floor
Studio at 5:15 p.m.
Malcolm McGrath will lead us again. (Sandwiches are to
be provided.)
Please contact Reg Wallace
416-485-9697, or e-mail reginald.wallace@sympatico.ca

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Passages—Five Decades of an Artist’s
Life—a Retrospective of the work of
Audrey Garwood (1927–2004),
Charter member of the Club, brought
colour and expanse to the Great Hall
and Lounge. Some of the paintings are
reminiscent of petroglyphs, haunting
rock carvings left behind by travelling
Native tribes of North America, naïve
to the naked eye, but replete with
stories.
In the words of Colette French, the
curator of this show, the exhibition
itself is part of an ongoing plan to
ensure that this outstanding artist’s
contribution to Canadian art is not
forgotten or neglected and these
beautiful paintings continue to find an
audience and eventual placement in
public and private collections out there
in the world.

up to five works in any medium. At
least one of their works will be
included in the show. Flat works must
not exceed 56 inches in perimeter
(image size). Frames should be in
keeping with the size of the work.
Sculptures and 3-dimensional work
must not exceed one cubic meter.
Miniatures are encouraged.
Works must be delivered on Friday,
December 5 between 12:00 noon–
2:00 p.m. and Saturday, December 6
between 9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Please
ensure forms are filled out and
paintings are labelled on the back:
Name of Artist; Title; Medium;
Dimension; Price. Club opening:
Monday December 8. On Saturday,
December 13, 12:00 noon–5 p.m. the
Small Works and Books Show and
Sale will be open to the public. In case
of a sale, an artist may fill the spot
with another work.

ONGOING EVENTS

ACQUISITION

Solo Exhibition of paintings by
Mary Jane Holmes Baillie. Long time
member Mary Jane is currently
exhibiting her works which cover a
span of sixty years of artistic
expression. Curator: Farhad NargolO’Neill. Mary Jane has a catalogue of
this exhibition available.

The Curator, Barbara Mitchell, is
grateful to announce a gift from the
estate of the artist Dora de PéderyHunt, including a portrait of Dora by
Judith Finch and a bronze portrait
medallion of A. Y. Jackson by Dora de
Pédery-Hunt.

CALL FOR ENTRIES
The eagerly anticipated December
Exhibition of Small Works and
Miniatures awaits in the wings. While
all miniatures would qualify as small
works, not all small paintings are
miniatures. For context, miniatures
were first painted to decorate and
illustrate hand-written books. The
term came to denote any small and
very detailed painting and enjoyed a
golden age between the 13th and the
16th centuries. These included
exquisite diminutive portraits created
by Western artists, and some of the
finest paintings of India and Persia, at
times the size of a postage stamp, but
mostly about five inches by eight
inches, often based on mythological
themes.
All members are welcome to submit

THIRD FLOOR STUDIO
Olja Müller, Claudine Pope and
Andrew Sookrah will continue to run
the life drawing and painting sessions
on the third floor on Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday respectively.
Suparna Ghosh

Club Hours during the
Festive Season
The Club will close at 5:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 23 and reopen at
9:00 a.m. on Monday, January 5,
2009. While the Club is closed we will
continue to receive and acknowledge
telephone reservations. The Club will
be open on Wednesday December 31
for the New Years Dinner.

MUSICAL NOTES
December promises more great music
at the Club. Music Wednesday
December 3 will feature the Greg
Dedenus Trio playing great
improvisational jazz. Greg graduated
with honours from the Humber Jazz
College and in his young life has
garnered many awards including The
Emerging Artist of the Year Award at
both the 2005 Distillery Jazz Festival
and the 2004 National Jazz awards.
Come, all you jazz lovers. This is the
concert for you.
Club Night December 8 will have
the great Winona Zelenka, acting
principal cellist of the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra, playing Bach’s
Suite No 2 in D minor, Hindemith’s
Solo Sonata Op. 29 No. 3, a piece
after Bach’s 6th Suite, by Chris Paul
Harman and Bach’s Suite NO. 3 in C
major.
On Music Wednesday December
10, Vasil Garvanliev, baritone will
perform a song cycle of 9 songs
featuring works by Bellini, Poulenc,
and Cornelius, as arranged by Peter
Tiefenbach. Also joining Vasil for two
of the sets will be Daniel Harley,
violinist. Vasil has just finished the
Glenn Gould School of Music
programme and is in his first year of
the U of T’s Opera Diploma
Programme. Club Night December
15 will present Music’s last offering
for our Centennial year, the South of
North song cycle with Doug
MacNaughton, baritone and William
Aide, piano.
South of North was commissioned
by the Club for its 90th Anniversary
and is based on poems by our late
club member Richard Outram with
music by the late Srul Irving Glick.
Doug will also sing several songs by
John Beckwith with his own guitar
accompaniment and Bill will play
Liszt’s B minor Sonata. This should
be a memorable evening and a fitting
rap-up to our Centennial
celebrations.
John Caldwell
December 2008
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Club Nights

Literary Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $20.00, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, December 1

JON REDFERN

SPECIAL CLUB NIGHT!

will speak on his mystery novel
Trumpets Sound No More

CELEBRATE the season of shared love and the decorated
Great Hall with the Ryerson University Oakham House Choir,
directed by Matthew Jaskiewicz. Forty voices will fill the hall
with songs from Mendelssohn’s the Hymn of Praise,
soloist performances, and seasonal cheer.
BOOK EARLY for this wonderful musical treat.
Monday, December 8

OPENING of the SMALL WORKS
and MINIATURES EXHIBITION
In a joint evening with Art, Music will present a concert by
the renowned Winona Zelenka, acting principal cellist of the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, in a programme of works by
Bach, Hindemith and a piece after Bach’s 6th suite by Chris
Paul Harman. Winona has wowed us at her other A&L
concerts and this will be no exception.
Monday, December 15
As its last offering for the Club’s Centennial, Music will
present South of North with Doug MacNaughton, baritone
and William Aide, piano. South of North was commissioned
by the Club for its 90th Anniversary and is based on poems
by our late Club member Richard Outram with music by
Srul Irving Glick. Doug will also sing several songs by John
Beckwith with his own guitar accompaniment and Bill will
play Liszt’s B minor Sonata.
Monday, December 22
As part of our festive season events, Julian Mulock will
present A Child’s Christmas in Wales, Dylan Thomas’
affectionate, much loved and nostalgic look back at
Christmases past. Written in 1955, Thomas recollects the
sounds and smells of a long-ago Christmas in the seaside
town of his youth. Join Julian, Michael Hartley, baritone and
Ruth Morawetz as they contribute to
the nostalgic magic of a childhood Christmas.

Screenwriters
There will be no Screenwriters lunch
in the month of December.
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Tuesday, December 2

December 2008

Tuesday, December 9

ARTHUR HABERMAN
“The Impressionists and the Critique of Society”
The Impressionists were the first artists to depict the new
middle class culture that developed in Europe in the
nineteenth century and soon became dominant.
For Manet, Degas and others, the cafes, theatres, and the
new urban landscape became the subject of art. They both
critiqued it and tried to get viewers to understand how it
changed human experience.
Tuesday, December 16

FRANCES BEER
Professor Emerita of York University
‘‘Reading Wuthering Heights: the uses of Biography”
Biographical material will be brought to bear on Emily
Brontë’s masterwork, including the Gondal saga and poems,
her “Diary Papers” and the work she did for her teacher at
the Pensionat Heger in Belgium.

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $16.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, December 3

GREG DEDENUS AND HIS JAZZ TRIO
will play an eclectic improvisational program.
Wednesday, December 10
VASIL GARVANLIEV, baritone
will perform a song cycle of 9 works
by Bellini, Poulenc, and Cornelius,
as arranged by Peter Tiefenbach.
No Music Wednesday
December 17 and 24

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Ad Lib

Photography Group

6:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

hosted by Rob Prince

The November meeting was a great chance to see the
autumn shots captured by our keen-eyed photographers.
Plans for the spring Photography Show were discussed,
including theme selection, jurors, and guest speaker for the
opening. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday,
December 10. The theme for the night is repetition, and
everyone is welcome! Those attending are invited to bring 5
images on this theme to share with the group for casual,
friendly critique. Gord Fulton will be out of town for the
winter, so other members of the group will be coordinating
the monthly meetings. Amanda Happé is organizing the
December 10 meeting, and Galina Oussatcheva has
volunteered to coordinate January’s meeting. In Gord’s
absence, please contact Amanda Happé for details or
questions: amanda@happe.ca or 416-826-5059.

Christmas Lunches

Writers Table

Friday, December 5

MISSISSIPPI RING CYCLE
with your host Brian Metcalfe
Friday, December 12

JOTO
The return of Ad Lib’s own popular monthly improv night.
Friday, December 19

Ad Lib CHRISTMAS PARTY,

Savour the delights of our seasonal feasting
in good company!
Thursday December 18
Stories of the season with John Rammell and Morna Wales
Sing a-long of carols and festive favourites,
with Malcolm McGrath at the piano
Friday December 19
Stories of the season with John McKellar
Sing a-long of carols and festive favourites
with Connie Briant and Michael Hartley,
with Ruth Morawetz at the piano
Cash Bar 11:30 a.m.; Buffet lunch at noon.
Price $22.00, payable at the door
Please reserve in advance
with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)

Please join us on Friday December 5 at the Writers Table to
hear Club member Eric Koch. Eric’s talk is on his new
historical novel. It is a suspense story about the mysterious
disappearance of a charismatic disciple of Freud.
Eric was born in Frankfurt in 1919, then lived in England as a
refugee from 1935. In 1940 he was interned as an “enemy
alien” and was later shipped to Canada, where he remained
interned until the end of 1941. Eric’s career as a broadcaster
began in 1944 when he joined the CBC’s International
Service. From 1946 to 1953 he was head of the German
Section, in charge of daily shortwave broadcasts to
Germany, some carried by the BBC and the Voice of
America. He was later also a member of the CBC Public
Affairs Department, Area Head of Arts and Science, and
Regional Director in Montreal. He retired in 1979 to devote
himself to writing and is the author of a number of fiction
and non–fiction books.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Poetry Group
Pegasus Poetry Workshop
On Tuesday, December 9 at 10:30 a.m.,
please join Ruth Colombo and Suparna Ghosh
in the Library to explore poetic works in process.

Please note that there will be no meeting of the Poetry
Group in December.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt, 416-925-8922
December 2008
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Sunday

Monday

Painters Studio

Painters Studio
Sunday
Painters
resumes Jan. 4

21

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

Literary Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Stage Cttee Mtg
7:00 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

Pegasus Poetry
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Workshop

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Photography Gp
6 p.m.

15
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

22

16
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

23

THE
BOAR’S HEAD
6:00 p.m. cash
bar
7:00 p.m. dinner

17

18

Painters Studio
No Music
Wednesday
Music resumes
Wed. Jan. 7

MEMBERS
CHRISTMAS
BUFFET LUNCH
12 noon

24

25

Club Night
NO Literary Table HAPPY HOLIDAYS CHRISTMAS DAY
MERRY
Dinner 6:30 p.m. Lunch
CLUB REOPENS
CHRISTMAS
MONDAY JAN. 5
Literary Table
resumes on Jan. 6
CLUB CLOSES FOR
THE HOLIDAYS
5:00 p.m.

28

Saturday

2

10:30 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.

14

Friday

1

Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Membership
Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

7

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

29

30

1

31

HAPPY HOLIDAYS HAPPY HOLIDAYS HAPPY HOLIDAYS NEW YEARS EVE
GALA
at the CLUB

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, December 12, 2008 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
12 noon

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6–11 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

19

Art Installation

SMALL WORKS
and BOOK
SHOW
12 noon to
4:00 p.m.

20

Painters Studio
MEMBERS
CHRISTMAS
BUFFET LUNCH
12 noon
Ad Lib 6–11 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

26

27

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

2

3

HAPPY HOLIDAYS HAPPY HOLIDAYS

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

