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President’s Column
We are at that space in time looking back
at the past year, evaluating the good and
the bad, and hoping for a good year to
come. Trying once again to devise
resolutions that will make us better people.
I am thankful that this introspection does
not last too long; it may get in the way of
just moving ahead with a positive attitude.
Bringing a positive attitude to the Club
does help, but it is easy because there are
so many good activities taking place.
Organized by so many good people. The Open House on December
9th is an example. A wonderful idea, and so well handled. Zora
Buchanan has written an article in this issue to thank all of those
who devoted time and organizational skills to make this happen. If
you were not one of the participants please read her Art News report
and consider participating next year.
All of the Christmas activities went well, particularly the Boars
Head. There was such a warm atmosphere in the Great Hall, lots of
camaraderie, and one of the best flaming puddings I have ever seen.
Chef Peace prepared a wonderful dinner, and all of the Staff made
sure we had a memorable evening.
Now the plans for the New Year, and the celebrations to bring in
2007. The Burns Supper, another sold out evening, as well as our
regular slate of events. For myself and the rest of the Executive it will
mean continuing on our quest to make the Club run smoothly and
in a financially sound manner. Again our Staff have been very
helpful in making suggestions for how we can make the Club run
more efficiently, without losing any of the comfort we want when we
enter the building. A good balancing act!
At the last meeting of the Executive Committee, we decided to
postpone the Annual General Meeting by a few weeks. The
Treasurer and Auditors have a hard time finalizing and analyzing our
year-end results before they must be presented to the members. It is
important that this be done clearly and correctly, so that we may
share the results at the meeting. We will let you know soon the exact
date so that you can mark up your calendars.
As we move into our Centenary we are also going to spend some
time reviewing our place within the cultural community of Toronto,
and how we can make the people more aware of who we are, and the
benefits we can bring to the city.
I hope this will be a healthy, happy year for all of you.
Best wishes,
Lorna Kelly

Burns Supper

Thursday, January 25, 2007
Cost is $65 for a classic Scottish dinner with our
own Ruth Morawetz at the piano.
Including Haggis, neeps and tatties,
With Scotch to sweeten the palate,
Wines with dinner, and Drambuie to finish it off.
Cash bar opens at 6.00 p.m. Dinner is at 7.00 p.m.
Join us for toast, songs and stories hosted by
Malcolm Sinclair and David McKane.
Seating is limited; reservations are essential.
After January 3, reservations
for members and only one guest
until Wednesday, January 10, 2007.
After this date, members may reserve for
additional guests
until our seating limit is achieved.

WHISKY WITH
ROBBIE BURNS
Single Malt Whiskies from five of the top
distilleries in Scotland along with a Mystery Malt
will be nosed and tasted under the guidance of
our own Bill Whiteacre in the Board Room on

Thursday the 25th of January 2007
at 5:15 SHARP
Price $20.00
Admission restricted to the first 23
to book with Naomi.
Please book and pay for your
Burns Supper separately.

Members News
A few of Margaret Ludwig’s paintings
are on display through January 25 at
Maslak McLeod Gallery, 118 Scollard
St. Toronto, as part of a holiday
exhibition entitled Canadiana. Regular
hours are Tue–Sat 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Between Dec 27–Jan 3 please call ahead
(416) 944-2577, as the gallery will be
open only by appointment during those
dates. www.maslakmcleod.com
Our vice-president, Peter G. S. Large,
has recently been elected to the Ontario
Society of Artists. Incorporated in 1872,
the OSA has counted among its
members many well-known visual artists
including the Group of Seven. For years
the society’s meetings were held at 14
Elm Street. Doris McCarthy recalled that
when she became a member in 1945, she
was thrilled because she could then
“proudly sign OSA after her name and
attend the monthly meetings at the Arts
and Letters Club with all the greats.”
The December/January issue of The
Beaver: Canada’s History Magazine,
carries an article by Carol BishopGwyn about a Canadian-born pioneer
of modern dance, Maud Allan, a
woman who “scandalized Edwardian
London—in more ways than one.”
Angel Di Zhang’s photographic works
Rain and Undefeated from the series
Vermillion Wings will be exhibited
January 20–March 4 at the Athens
Institute for Contemporary Art, 160
Tracy Street, Athens, GA. The curated
exhibition is entitled Transience: The
Paradox of Being.
Wendy Boyd has one of her pastels in
the Pastel Artists Canada juried show at
the Art Gallery of Hamilton, which
runs until January 28. At the end of
January she will be in St. Anne’s next
production of Gilbert and Sullivan’s The
Grand Duke. Flyers available downstairs
by the elevator or from Wendy.
Valerie Kent will be leading a workshop
to France in July 2007, which will also
include Norway and other destinations
favored by the Impressionist painters.
www.valeriekent.com
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Farhad Nargol-O’Neill’s current
exhibition Prodigal Son at the Eleanor
Winters Gallery at York University
(Keele St. campus) will run until
January 5, viewing by appointment
only. The closing will be on Thursday,
January 4, 7–9 p.m.

New Members
Barbara A. MacGowan has supported
her passionate interest in the arts by
volunteering with both the National
Ballet and the AGO for 25 years. She
is a member of “Book Club,” Toronto
Friends of the Visual Arts and an art
history group. She is also interested in
reading, needlework and quilting. She
is sponsored by Mary Byers and
Michael McKeown.
John Embry is the Chief Investment
Strategist for Spirit Asset Management
who writes a monthly column for
Investment Digest. He is interested in
film and has sports and rare book
collections. He is a benefactor of the
Royal Ballet School and a member of
the Artistic Producers Circle
CanStage. John is sponsored by
Barbara Mercer and Keron Platt.
Brian Metcalfe is a retired gentleman
with a PhD in English Literature. He
has written the book and lyrics for at
least three musical comedies that have
been produced in Toronto. He sings
(baritone) in the semi-professional
choir of Christ Church Deer Park. As
a chartered accountant he has worked
for a number of arts and publishing
organizations. He continues to write
plays, poetry and novels and is
painting, as he says, when he has time.
Brian is sponsored by Norma Rowen
and Morna Wales.
Kerry Stratton has conducted
orchestras in Europe, North America
and Asia. He earned a degree in
conducting from the University of
Montreal and followed with European
studies. He has been Conductor and
Music Director of the Toronto
Philharmonia, the orchestra-inresidence at the Toronto Centre for

the Arts. Since 1992 he has been the
Music Director for the Huntsville
Festival of the Arts. He has produced
many recorded works. Sponsored by
Ezra Schabas and M. V. Spence.
James George, a retired Diplomat, has
rejoined the Club after a long absence
during which time he served Canada in
many lands and on many committees
of worldwide interest. Please welcome
him back to the Arts and Letters Club.

A Message from
the House
Committee
The revenue generated from
member and rental events provides a
significant contribution to the
Club’s operating costs. Upon review
of Club events, it has become
evident that an increase in the price
charged for meals is required to
adequately cover the rising costs of
both raw materials and wages.
There has been no increase in the
price of meals since the spring of
2003. Some meals are actually sold
below direct cost.
The following price changes for
meals have recently been approved
by the Executive Committee and
will be implemented on January 1,
2007.
Club Night from $16.50 to $18.50
Literary Table from $13.50 to
$15.00
Music Wed. from $13.50 to $15.00
TGIF Lunch from $13.50 to
$15.00
(Members Dinners remain at $26.00)
All prices include PST and GST
Luncheon service for Literary and
Music Tables will revert to a served
meal when attendance levels are less
than 35 persons.
The soup and sandwich option on
Fridays has been withdrawn.

Obituaries
John A. Morrow, PastPresident 1978–1980
John Morrow died on October 18,
2006. He was the President of the
Club during a turbulent time in our
growth. When John was President of
the Arts and Letters Club, he
convened a general meeting to discuss
and decide on the admission of
women as members to the club. It was
a long and emotional meeting and
John chaired it with objectivity, skill
and tact, bringing it to a vote at the
proper time. Few members ever knew
that John was personally against the
proposition. He left the Club shortly
thereafter. John’s wife, artist A. Tyrrell
Richardson Morrow, who died a year
previous, was one of the Charter
Women of the Club.

Murray McCheyne Stewart,
1919–2006
An accomplished artist, Murray
Stewart enjoyed his years as a member
of the Club. He is perhaps
remembered best for his evocative
watercolours that could capture a
moment in time.

Marjorie Wilton
Nov 6, 2006
A quiet Club member, Marjorie
shared her writing talent with the
Club as a writer for the Spring Revue.
Her humour endeared her to many,
and all who either participated in or
watched her last big effort for the
Revue will never forget Hamalot, the
melding of Camelot with Monty
Python. Marjorie was the widow of
former member Murray Wilton who
died in October 2000.
The Club recently received a letter
from the nephew and niece of
Herbert Whittaker, whose obit ran in
October and whose memorial was
held at the Club on October 12th.
Jeffrey Whittaker and Leslie Whittaker
wrote to thank the Club for its part in
the Memorial and to say “Herbert has
been laid to rest in Capilano View

Cemetery, in West Vancouver, BC,
close to his brother George and his
wife Lillias. The inurnment, in The
Columbria section, took place on Nov
9, 2006.”

Santa’s Elves Strike
Again!
Members arriving at the Club in
December were treated to the annual
display of Christmas decorations in the
Great Hall and front entrance area.
This seasonal display requires the work
of many hands to assemble and
dismantle after the Christmas
festivities are over. The willing workers
who volunteered their time to set up
the display included Peter Alberti,
David Briant, Jim Dooley, Michael
Hartley, George Lobb, Charlotte
Norcop, Michael Spence, Steve
Walker, Reg Wallace and Brian
Wheeler. Our collective thanks to all
who participated. A special thanks also
to the members of the Art Committee,
who juried and hung the Small Works
Show during the setup procedure.
Well done everyone!

Poetry… as a value
Poetry is not commonly held in high
esteem. It seems to be in the purview
of a limited elite. Poetry turns emotion
into words and words into rhythmic
phrases with sometimes dramatic
effect. The world is a beautiful place to
be born into, if you don’t mind a few
dead minds in the higher places and a
bomb or two, now and then, in your
upturned faces. (Ferlinghetti)
A good poem¸ like the lyrics of a
song, can be enjoyed over and over
again—whereas prose is usually read
only once. “Tis not too late to seek a
newer world—Push off, and sitting
well in order, smite the sounding
furrows—for our purpose holds to sail
beyond the sunset and the baths of all
the western stars until we die.”
(Ulysses)
Poems in memory are a useful asset
when you are alone. They can be used

as an inducement to slumber and they
are a joy to share with friends. “Whose
woods these are, I think I know. His
house is in the village tho’. He will not
mind me stopping here to watch his
woods fill up with snow.” (Robert
Frost)
When my life was interrupted by a
tragedy and I was obliged in my work
to travel long distances alone by car, to
keep my mind occupied—with the
book at my side, I memorized the
whole of the Rubaiyat. “The moving
finger, having writ moves on, nor all
thy piety nor wit can lure it back to
cancel half a line, nor all thy tears wipe
out a word of it.”
My advice is to make a collection of
poems. You will find that, in the work
of any established poet, there will be
only a few that have personal appeal.
When you read them from time to
time, like popular songs they will soon
go into memory.

MODERN POETRY IS
GETTING VERSE & VERSE
There’s not a modicum of metre
or a sign of any rhyme.
Although it’s true to say,
from time to time
the thoughts expressed may be
sublime, to call the writing poetry
leaves me quite confused.
We do declare, it isn’t fair—the Queen
would say “we’re not amused.”
If the writers want concessions they
could use the word ‘impressions’
And leave the designation
‘poetry’ to poets.
Jack Downing

Reminder from the Spring
Revue Committee
A read-through of potential scripts for
the 2007 Spring Revue will take place
on Tuesday evening January 16, 2007,
commencing at 7:00 p.m. Any member
who is interested in participating in the
Revue is invited to attend. New
members are especially welcome.
January 2007
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
SILENT AUCTION

The Silent Auction of Shadow Boxes and Decoupage plates
was a little disappointing because there weren’t enough of
either to fill the Great Hall adequately. The 25 artists who
did take the time to fill the Shadow Boxes with their
imagination and skill deserve a hearty vote of thanks. All
proceeds from the Auction are donated to the Club. Artists
who participated are Rosemary Aubert, Wendy Boyd, Zora
Buchanan, Mary Corelli, Flora Danziger, Kathy DolgyLudwig, Angel Di Zhang, Gord Fulton and Danielle
Fraser, James Hewson, Marvyne Jenoff, Margaret Ludwig,
Gwen Jones, Tom McNeely, Dorothy and Vernon Mould,
Julian Mulock, Marjut Nousiainen, Keron Platt, Doug
Purdon, Dennis Rose, Gerry Sevier, Gary Stark, Monika
Uesson-Talpak, Jessica Virdo, and Mary Wagler. Members
and Friends of the Art Committee who assisted with the
hanging were Gord Fulton, Richard Moorehouse, Marvyne
Jenoff, Doug Purdon, Zora Buchanan. Andrew Sookrah
generously provided the Bid Cards.
Thanks to Curator Barbara Mitchell the Lounge walls
were filled with “HIDDEN TREASURES.” These are
seldom seen works from the Club Collection. Brian
Wilkinson helped in the hanging.

THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SALE OF SMALL
WORKS is always popular and this year the Club writers

also participated by selling their books. For the first time the
Show and Sale was open to the public for one memorable
day. The Club was festively decorated, a fire blazed in the
hearth and Barbara Effer played Christmas Carols in the
Lounge. Hot cider and Christmas shortbread cookies were
available. Many members came with guests and over 100
outsiders ventured in to the Club. Keron Platt was on duty
at the door and was assisted in the security by Gary Stark,
Bill Buchanan, Diana Wessels, Jim Hubbard, Johanna
Katz, Fran Webster and Rose Anna Newlove.
Of the 55 Club artists who submitted 1 to 5 works each,
jurors Barb Mitchell, Vernon Mould and Doug Purdon
selected a total of 125 works. Of these over 22 were sold at
time of writing. The authors also reported brisk sales and it
was a successful day all round. 20% of all sales are donated to
the Club. Many writers and artists were in attendance to
assist and the Club staff were, as always, most helpful.
On Saturday, December 2 hanging the Small Works Show
while Mike Spence and his crew were hanging Christmas
decorations worked out amazingly well for all concerned.
Members and Friends of the Art Committee who assisted in
this largest ever hanging in the Club and whom I cannot
praise enough are Richard Moorehouse, Joan and Alan
Dubros, Gwen Jones, Mary Corelli, Rosemary Aubert,
Marvyne Jenoff, Diana Wessels, Barb Mitchell, Jim
Hubbard, Rose Anna Newlove, Vernon Mould, and Doug
Purdon.
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HOUSEKEEPING
3rd floor Studio
Studio artists are asked to remove
any finished and dry artwork from the Studio
within 2 weeks of its completion.
The Club takes no responsibility whatsoever
for artwork left in the Studio and the work
will be removed and disposed of if it is deemed
to have been left beyond the time specified.

Zora Buchanan

MUSICAL NOTES
The fall season of Music Wednesdays and monthly Music
Club Nights has provided a variety of delights. We have
heard pianists, singers, chamber music ensembles and even a
jazz pianist and a harp ensemble. As usual, our own members
have provided a big part of our musical delights: William
Aide, Walter Buczynski, Jonathan Krehm and John Jull.
And still singing in our ears is the magnificent solo cello
evening by Winona Zelenka.
The January to June schedule holds even more promise.
Members performing will be John Jull (February 7), Valerie
Mero-Smith (April 9), William Aide (May 7) and closing off
the season, Jonathan Krehm and John Jull (June 13). Please
see the What’s On section for complete January listings.
Former club member Merdith Hall, soprano and guitarist
Bernard Farley will perform Monday, February 19 and the
international star mezzo, Norine Burgess appears April 4. All
this and more every Wednesday noon and monthly Club
Nights.
The Music Committee has exciting plans for our
Centennial Year, which will start in the fall and which will be
announced later. We wish you all a happy, healthy and
peaceful 2007!
Jim Norcop

OUTDOOR SKETCHING
An outdoor sketching weekend has been planned for March
9th–11th, 2007. Mark your calendar and book now for a
fun-filled weekend at the foot-friendly Westwind Inn near
Buckhorn; 1-800-387-8100; www.westwindinn.net. A
number of rooms have been set aside for us but will be
released to the public in due time. Call Gwen Jones for
further information at 416-698-6025.

LOOKING BACK

Will we ever be rid of bureaucratic
mumbojumbo? Certainly Harry Boyle
did his best to rid us of political
correctness, hypocrisy, and
micromanaging something he learned
about during his many years with the
CBC. As Mavor Moore recalled,
Harry’s insight into the importance of
broadcasting helped him “turn radio
into a medium where difficult and
large topics could be tackled.” But this
meant being at loggerheads with the
brass above him.
It was much the same in Ottawa
when, in 1968, he was appointed vicechairman of the CRTC and found
himself dealing with political bosses.
He became a major player in shaping
the broadcasting act and, among other
initiatives, worked to ensure Canadian
content quotas for television. But it
wasn’t easy. The Ottawa ritual,
according to Harry, was to “bring
people together by communicating.”
He was reminded of the liturgy of an
isolated religious sect where the faith
was gone but the ritual carried on.
“The novice must not question. If he
did, he would be told that he was
questioning the integrity of the high
lama or senior mandarin.” Along with
this Ottawa brand of communication,

Harry claimed, came a serious assault
on our language. He recalled a Jules
Feiffer cartoon showing a lonely slumdweller and this caption: “First I was
poor. Then I became needy. Then I
was underprivileged. Now I’m
disadvantaged. I still don’t have a
penny to my name but I have a hell of
a vocabulary.”
The jargon situation, said Harry,
was also well-established within the
military, where a soldier put trite and
disguised words into this verse:
To exacerbate or not to
exacerbate, that is the
dichotomy.
Where ‘tis more viable vis-à-vis
the mind to suffer
The thrusts and boggles of
outrageous escalation
Or to take arms against a sea of
pragmatism,
And by opposing, end them. To
die, to crunch,
No more, and by a crunch to say
we end
The xenophobia and the
thousand counterproductive
dialogues
The flesh is heir to: ’Tis an inhouse ambivalence,
Devoutly to be opted, to die, to
sleep:
To sleep: perchance to dream:
Aye,
There’s the quid pro quo.
Along with the challenges he dealt
with so successfully in Toronto and
Ottawa, Harry worked as a newspaper
columnist, wrote several novels, some
radio and stage plays and, fittingly,
won both the Stephen Leacock award
for humour and ACTRA’s John
Drainie award for his contributions to
broadcasting. In 1978, not long after
resigning as chairman of the CRTC,
he was named an Officer of the Order
of Canada. He joined the Arts and
Letter Club that year.
Another two years went by before
he felt that, with his Ottawa days
behind him, he “had reduced the risk
of paralysis” and could safely speak to
the club about humour in Canada. He

entitled his talk “Let’s Deprivatize
Canadian Humour And Put It In
Sync.”
Harry died in Toronto early last
year, aged eighty-nine. Would that he
was with us today. He’d help us
decipher Ottawa—“communication,”
and words such as “nation,”
“nationhood,” “one nation,” “First
Nations” and gamesmanship.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

FRIDAY PAINTERS
Did you know that Friday Painters
(and sketchers) meet every Friday
10 a.m.–12 p.m. and 1:30–3:30 p.m.
from September to July? All members
are invited to join us for either or both
sessions. We work from a costumed
model for a small fee and welcome all
levels of ability. For more information
contact Wendy Boyd at 416-5358913.

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: The Robbie Burns advert
courtesy Lorna Kelly
Page 5: Photo of Harry Boyle
courtesy Margaret
McBurney
Page 6: Photograph of Disaster
Movies courtesy Brad Darch
Page 7: Photograph of Lucia Cesaroni
courtesy Lucia Cesaroni
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
Editor:
Angel Di Zhang
Copy Editor: Naomi Hunter
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Club Nights

Literary Tables

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, January 8

ART OPENING: SOME THINGS NEW

Rae Johnson will speak on
Contemporary Issues
In the 1980s, Rae Johnson was a founding member of the
seminal Toronto based art group ChromaZone which
exhibited in Berlin, Zurich and across Canada. Rae has had
over 20 solo shows and her work is in numerous corporate
and private collections and galleries in Canada, the United
States and South Africa. She is presently on faculty at The
Ontario College of Art and Design as an Associate Professor.
Monday, January 15

THE CECILIA QUARTET

The club’s new quartet-in-residence. These four young
women rehearse every week at the club and this will be
their debut concert for us.
Monday, January 22
Brad Darch presents
authors Glenn Kay and
Michael Rose
Airport... The Towering
Inferno... Titanic... Why do
people watch Disaster
movies? Is it the cool—or
cheesy—special effects?
The cornball subplots
and poor acting? The
incredible self-sacrifice or
mass destruction? Or is it
simply for the
opportunity to see
famous celebrities die
horrible violent deaths?
Glenn Kay and Michael
Rose, authors of Disaster
Movies, will inform and entertain you with an explosive
presentation, featuring readings about the history of the
genre, amusing trends and reviews of films from their new
hit book published by Mosaic Press.
Monday, January 29

ART OPENING: PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS SHOW
author Iris Nowell will speak on

PAINTERS ELEVEN/THE WILD ONES OF
CANADIAN ART

Iris Nowell has worked as a fashion show producer, advertising
copywriter and as an art consultant for the City of Toronto and
the Ontario government. She has also worked as an art
researcher, and has purchased art for private and corporate
collectors. Iris has written two books on artists: Hot Breakfast for
Sparrows: My Life with Harold Town and Joyce Wieland: A Life in Art.
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Tuesday, January 2

HENRY AUSTER

Kingsley Amis and Philip Larkin:
Friendship, Temperament and the Writing Life.
Tuesday, January 9

LINDA CORMAN

Once a Great Canadian: Sir Gilbert Parker.
Tuesday, January 16

PETER ALBERTI

The Fatal Illness of Frederick the Noble:
A Tale of International Intrigue.
Tuesday, January 23

TED CHAMBERLIN

Civilians and Barbarians: How the Horse Made History.
Tuesday, January 30

JOHN ASTINGTON

‘Excellent Fooling’: Nonsense and English Comedy.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday January 9 at 4 p m.
in the LAMPSroom. Hildy Stollery will talk on “Developing
the Poetic Imagination.” Together we will explore
techniques for stimulating the visualization process and
translating these images into words. Attendees are asked to
bring a poem they feel includes beautiful or captivating
“imagery.” Attendees who just prefer to listen are equally
welcome. Artistry is at one with “living.” Don’t miss the
wonderful enrichment of this talk and meeting.
For further information, contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922.

Film Night
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50 payable at the door
Wednesday, January 17
One of the most talked about and critically acclaimed films
this year, AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH weaves the
science of global warming with Mr. Gore’s personal history
and lifelong commitment to reversing the effects of global
climate change. A longtime advocate for the environment,
Gore presents a wide array of facts and information in a
thoughtful and compelling way. As Roger Ebert wrote, “In
39 years, I have never written these words in a movie review,
but here they are: You owe it to yourself to see this film.”

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Music Wednesdays

Ad Lib

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Whatever happens… it all begins with
great company.
Fridays, 6–10 p.m., 3rd Floor Studio
Pay-What-You-Want ($PWYW)
admission—two bits and up, PLEASE and
THANK YOU! Pre-Order a Snack Plate or one of Chef’s Sandwich
of the Day before 10 a.m. Contact info@artsandlettersclub.ca

Wednesday, January 10
LUCIA CESARONI, soprano
MIA BACH, piano
Sensational young soprano who
triumphed this fall as Susanna
in Opera York’s Marriage of Figaro
Wednesday, January 17
Annual Pratt Recital
EVE TANG, viola
Assisted by clarinet and piano
Award-winning Eve Tang is the
current beneficiary of the Arts and
Letters Club Pratt Viola.
Her programme will comprise the Mozart Kegelstatt Trio,
Hindemith solo sonata and Bruch Romance.
Wednesday, January 24
Aldeburgh Connection Discovery Series
EVE-LYN DE LA HAYE, soprano
BENJAMIN COVEY, baritone
BRUCE UBUKATA, piano
“Songs of Travel” is the theme of this concert, which
includes Vaughan-Williams’ Songs of Travel,
as well as songs by Faure, Poulenc and Howells
Wednesday, January 31
PATRICIA MOON, piano
Award-winning pianist in a programme of
Berg, Haydn, Debussy and Liszt

Writers Table
On Friday January 5

“EVERYBODY SPEAKS”

Please join us ready with your experiences and stories to share
regarding your literary challenges and successes. Don’t forget
to bring along a copy of your work for displaying and sharing.
Note: John Deacon regrets his absence in November 2006 at
the Club and looks forward to appearing at the Writers
Table on February 2, 2007.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Screenwriters Group
Friday, January 26

SCREENWRITERS COMMITTEE

Character and Screenwriting. Our discussion will look at
character archetypes with examples, their functions, and
cinematic techniques for developing them.

12TH NIGHT REVELS MASQUERADE! RSVP!

Saturday, January 6 (replacing regular Friday Ad Lib)
7 p.m. to midnight—$20
A light buffet will be served at 9 p.m.
so please RSVP for a head count
Come One! Come all! Bring your Friends!
Music—Dancing—Costume Prizes
Use your imagination for a costume: Nice, naughty, your alter
ego, birth sign, historical character, movie star, musician,
poet, artist… literature and theatre about with wonderful
characters! (Previous groupies have been 5 gold rings, 3
blind mice, 7 dwarfs, the Beatles, so a joint effort is fun too. If
you are really stumped, come as yourself with a mask.)
Friday, January 12, 8 p.m.

JAMMIN’ ON THE ONE

Audience-participatory Improv games and a bottomless
barrel of laughs with Stevie J (Johnston) and Bad Dog
Theatre’s Ray Smith and Damn Lum.
Friday, January 19, 7:30 p.m.

“THE LOVELY LADIES”

deliver a welcome winter thaw as they heat up the stage
with song and dance interwoven into story. The temptresses
include our club’s own Morna Wales and Karina Rammell;
directed and choreographed by Gerald Isaac.
Friday, January 26, 7:00 p.m.

THE GREAT CANADIAN WRITE-OFF

Sharpen your mental quills for an open showdown of writers
and other creative types—all are welcome! A topic will be
drawn from a hat; in turn, writers will be given paper, a pen,
and one and a half hours to craft a fictional story. After writing,
each story will be presented by its author, for adjudication.
Who will win the trophy for 2007? Promptly at 7:00 p.m.
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

Photography Group
The group’s exhibition at Ad Lib in December was a great
success! Thanks to all photographers and admirers who
attended. As Gordon Fulton will be away for the next few
months, members of the group will take turns chairing until
his return. Andrew Sookrah agreed to chair the next
meeting, January 9 at 6:00 p.m. The topic for discussion and
sharing of works is: New Construction sites in Toronto. For
more information, please contact Andrew Sookrah.
January 2007
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January 2007
Sunday

Monday
1
Happy New
Year
Club Closed

7
Painters

14
Painters

21
Painters

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
2

5

4

Membership
Cttee Mtg

3
Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday

8
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Art Cttee
Mtg
5:15 p.m.

9

10

11

15
Exec Mtg
5:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

16

22
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

25
26
24
23
Painters
LAMPSlunch
Painters
Literary
Reservations
TGIF Lunch
Table Lunch Studio
12 noon
12–1:00 p.m.
12:00 noon Music
Single Malt
Screenwriters
Wednesday Whisky Tasting Gp 12 noon
The Burns
Ad Lib 6:00
12 noon

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Lit Table Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch, 12:00 noon
Poetry Group
4:00 p.m.
Photography
Group 6:00 p.m.
Theatre Gp 7 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4 p.m.
Spring Revue
7 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

17

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
1:30 p.m.

18

Painters Studio LAMPSlunch
Reservations
Music
12–1:00 p.m.
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

Supper

28
Painters

Friday

29
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
noon
This Friday Ad Lib
moves to
Saturday

12

Saturday
6

A Twelfth
Night
Ad Lib
Epiphany
Art Show
Hanging

13

Painters
TGIF Lunch 12 noon
History Publications
2 p.m.
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m–10:00 p.m.

LAMPSletter
Deadline

19

20

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m–
10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

27
Art Show
Hanging

p.m–10:00 p.m.

30
31
Music
Literary
Table Lunch Wednesday
12:00 noon 12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, January 12, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
February, the month we will
celebrate our disciplines. Those
representing our LAMPS
activities are once again
providing us with a stimulating
LAMPSweek.
We will have interesting
guests, but also we have Club
members sharing with us their
interests and expertise. I am
looking forward to seeing the
film “The Dresser,” presented by David Eng one week,
and then, the following week have Dr. Brian Parker
discuss Shakespeare’s “King Lear” in the context of the
parallel film. This is an interesting two-part experience.
On the organizational part of the Club, the Board and
the officers continue to move ahead with efforts to refine
the procedures that support our organization. We have
asked all committees to prepare Terms of Reference so that
we all understand their goals and future plans. These will
be good guidelines for our new volunteers, and this brings
us to another area that needs attention.
Committee Chairs are appointed for two years, unless a
specific committee or group wants to retain their existing
structure, but how do we organize succession to make sure
that new chairs feel comfortable and know the goals of the
committee? One Club member told me we have always
muddled along, I don’t know if we could have achieved all
we have, by muddling along. The executive committee
doesn’t want to be rigid, but we should help new chairs and
attract new committee members so that all the good
programmes we now offer can continue. If you are a new, or
seasoned member of the Club and would like to be involved
in committee work, please drop me a line or talk to a
member of the Executive to let us know your area of interest.
I recently saw Candide and it reminds us that despite all
of our problems this may be “...the best of all possible
worlds.” And our Club may be—the best of all possible
Clubs! But whether an illusion or wishful thinking I hope
we all enjoy our fortunate place in the world and
appreciate all the city and the Club have to offer.
I will see you on LAMPSweek, in the “…best of all
possible worlds.”
Lorna Kelly

The Newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
February 2007 Vol. 66 No. 2

LAMPSweek
February 19–23, 2007

Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)

MONDAY—MUSIC (February 19 Club Night)
Bar 5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Meredith Hall, soprano; Bernard Farley, guitar
Songs by Mozart and Schubert, Japanese songs, Scottish
songs set to Burns’ texts and Newfoundland songs.

TUESDAY—LITERATURE (February 20 12:00 Noon)
Price $15.00, payable at the door
King Lear, Sir Donald Wolfit and The Dresser. Ronald
Harwood’s hilarious but moving glimpse of Wolfit’s
shabby Lear backstage in Manchester during the
1940’s blitz. Starring Albert Finney and Tom Courtenay
in the film version.

WEDNESDAY—ARCHITECTURE

(February 21 12:00 Noon)
Price $15.00, payable at the door
The project architect for the Opera House (The Four
Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts), Gary
McCluskie of Diamond and Schmitt Architects will
speak about the art of architecturally supporting the
performance requirements.

THURSDAY—PAINTING (February 22 12:00 Noon)
Price $15.00, payable at the door
Ron Bolt and the Art of Survival: observations on 40
years as a visual artist. Ron will show slides of his work
and share anecdotes and insider information on the
development of opportunities for artists in Canada.
Ron Bolt has recently returned from a very successful
solo exhibition in London, England. Some of his international shows
include Turkey, New York, Republic of China, Japan and Great Britain. His
paintings and prints can be seen in numerous public spaces, in many
Galleries and Corporate Offices. He is an Honorary Co-founder ART
Magazine, Honorary Life Member of the Society of Canadian Artists,
Founding member of Visual Arts Ontario, Past President of Royal Canadian
Academy of Art—to name only a few of his many accomplishments.

FRIDAY—STAGE (February 23 Evening at 8:00 p.m.)
Bar 5:30 p.m. 3-course Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Show 8 p.m. Price $26.00, payable in advance
The Influence of Beauty: The Story of WWI Field
Physician and Surgeon Dr Dorothea Clara Maude
A presentation by members of the Theatre discipline,
which illuminates the life of an extraordinary woman,
with excerpts from Dr Maude’s diaries, photographs, and music,
interspersed with dramatic readings of selections from the historical play,
The Influence of Beauty, written by Club member Marianne Fedunkiw.

Members News

New Members

For 20 years, Lois Dierlam has been
teaching The Art of Appreciating the
Work of Artists, be it painting,
theatre productions, architecture, or
music. On Wednesday, February 21
at 1:30 p.m., she will take her
students to the Aird Gallery, in the
MacDonald Block of the Parliament
Buildings on Bay Street, to experience
the art of Ernestine Tahedl.
Ernestine will talk of her life as an
artist. Ernestine was honoured by the
Club with the Arts & Letters Award
in year 2000 for her achievements as
an artist. Members are welcome to
join Lois and her class.

Anna M. Dowbiggin—Professional
After obtaining a BA at York
University Anna received a MBA
from the University of Edinburgh,
Scotland. She has worked as a
freelance stringer at the Globe and
Mail, been a television host on
Rogers Cable and edited a weekly
community newspaper. She has
written dramatic screenplays, short
fiction, and travel information. She
is a supporter of the Canadian Film
Centre and a past member of the
Canadian Science Writers
Association. Sponsored by Warren
Clements and Peter Moon.

Marie Louise Cusack will be
participating in an evening at the
Louvre in Paris, February 7th 2007
called “Les Artistes ont du Parole” in
which contemporary artists have
been requested to animate an evening
in which they have chosen a painting
to speak about from their point of
view as artists themselves. Marie has
chosen Pisanello’s panel portrait
painting of M. Gonzaga, which can
be found on the first floor in the
DENON wing with French and
Italian Renaissance works.

Diliana Popova—Professional
Diliana is in her final year of studies
in Art History and English Literature
at University of Toronto. She has
studied art with the Academy of
Realist Art for the past five years. She
has had exhibitions of her work at
several galleries and art shows and
sales as well as several commissions
including a group of historical
paintings (private commission) that is
in progress. She has written articles
on art history for The New
Intellectual. She is interested in
English and French Literature, fiction
writing and poetry. Sponsored by
Frances Webster and Keron Platt.

Andrew Sookrah has recently been
elected to the Ontario Society of
Artists. Incorporated in 1872, the
OSA has counted among its members
many well-known visual artists
including the Group of Seven. For
years the society’s meetings were held
at 14 Elm Street.
Singer Gerald Isaac and pianist
Ruth Morawetz are delighted that
their dynamic Canadian Cabaret is
being ‘discovered’ by many
organizations and private presenters.
Gerald has just succeeded in
‘bringing down the house’ in the
role of Monostatos in Opera
Atelier’s ‘Magic Flute.’ You are
invited to hear them Tuesday
February 27 at 4 p.m. in the Senior
Common Room of Winters College,
York University. Free—all welcome.
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Judith Gelber—Professional Judith
has an MBA from Columbia
University and has served as the ViceChair, Board of Directors of the
National Ballet School. She is a former
Director of the Tarragon Theatre. She
is interested in Dance, Music, theatre
and literature. Sponsored by
Charlotte Norcop and Iain Scott.
The Executive Committee has
accepted the change of status
suggested by Zora Buchanan, Chair
of the Art Committee that Sandra
Henderson be accepted as a
Professional member.

RUMBUSTION
Come and taste Rum like you’ve
never tasted it before, under the
expert direction of Trinidad born
Bruce Ferreira-Wells, Barbados
born Virginia Trieloff and
Guyana born Andrew Sookrah.
We will learn the finer attributes
and distinguishing characteristics
of Trinidadian, Barbados and
Demerara Rums. Six rums plus a
mystery rum.
The Board Room
Monday the 26th of February,
2007 at 5:15 SHARP
PRICE $18.00
For details call
Hilary Alexander 416-925-0443
or
Bill Whiteacre 416-979-0923
Please book and pay for Club
Night dinner separately.

Passing on the
Torch:
Members Dinners
While Jane Ricketts and Jenny
Rieger have thoroughly enjoyed
chairing the Members Dinners
Committee, their 2-year term will
terminate with the final dinner in
April, 2007. This is an opportunity for
someone (or a team) to invite
interesting speakers from the arts
community but also from a broader
base of experience. The job is
straightforward and comes with an
easy-to-use template. There are 5
dinners per year so the job is not
onerous. If you are interested in
chairing this committee, please contact
Jane Ricketts, 416-962-2992, Jenny
Rieger, 416-920-9296 or Naomi
Hunter at ext #3.
(Applicants will be confirmed by the
representatives from the Activities
Committee.)

LOOKING BACK

There has been endless conjecture
over Thomson’s death. We’ll never
have all the answers. But the story
came to the fore again in 1980, when
an actor member, Jonathan Welsh,
wrote a short play, Letter to the West
Wind, about Thomson and the
mystery that continues to surround
him. It was staged at the club that
year. Welsh died in 2005.
About a month ago, Tedde Moore,
a fine actor and a daughter of the late
Mavor Moore, called me to see if the
club would consider staging the play
again. Since then, discussions have
been underway with both our art and
theatre committees. With their
enthusiastic support, a reading of
Welsh’s moving play will be performed
at the club, this time for a Club Night
on Monday, March 26. I hope you can
join us.
Margaret McBurney

Near noon on July 8, 1917, Tom Thomson—artist, woodman and guide—
paddled out on Canoe Lake, Algonquin Park. His upturned canoe was discovered
later that day. His body was discovered a week later. Thomson was an artist who,
in the words of his friend J.E.H. (Jim) MacDonald:
Lived humbly but passionately with the wild
It made him brother to all untamed things of nature
It drew him apart and revealed itself wonderfully to him
It sent him out from the woods only to show those revelations
Through his art
And it took him to itself at last.
These words appear on a memorial cairn built shortly after Thomson’s death by
three of his closest friends, all of whom, at one time or another, served as club
president—J.W. Beatty, Dr. James McCallum, and J.E.H. MacDonald. In fact,
Thomson’s death, along with continuing bad news from the battlefields of France,
caused MacDonald to fall into a profound depression. He was ill for more than a
year. The words were engraved by W.W. Alexander (“Billy Alec”), the Dean of
Canadian etchers and engravers. The cairn stands high above Canoe Lake atop a
sixty-foot cliff.
Thomson, while never a member of the club, had been a friend of the painters
who later formed the Group of Seven. He met McCallum, his patron, and A.Y.
(Alec) Jackson, his creative mentor, in 1913. McCallum offered both painters a
year’s expenses so that they could devote themselves to painting, which they did.
They shared a small shack at the rear of the Studio Building and, a few months
later, headed north on their second trip to Algonquin Park. In the following year
Thomson painted in the park with Fred Varley and Arthur Lismer. By 1915,
Thomson was sharing the shack with Lismer. But they were struggling. When
M.O. Hammond dropped in for a visit, he “found the place was awfully bare.
[Thomson] and Lismer work together and both are about bankrupt.” However,
things were looking up by the end of the year, when the club mounted the first
show of Thomson’s work.

This is another glimpse back through the
Club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Join us on Friday January 26th at
8 p.m. for Ad Lib’s

The Great Canadian
Write-Off
Sharpen your pencils for an open
showdown of authors and creative
types. Draw a topic from a hat,
write for an hour, a panel judges,
prizes are won;
all as Easy as Cake.
Organized by Barry Wallace

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 3: Looking Back illustration by
Michael Crawford
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
February 2007
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AUDITION NOTICE
The Theatre Committee is presenting
a staged reading of Letter to the West
Wind, by Jonathan Welch, on Club
Night March 26th, to be directed by
Peter Hart. This play was originally
presented by the author and fellow
actors following the 1979 Annual
General Meeting, where it received a
standing ovation and was reprised
shortly thereafter.
It is a one-act play written as a
tribute to Tom Thomson, and is
being presented to commemorate the
90th anniversary of his death. The
small cast consists of:
An Old Man
A Young Man (who should be able
to play the piano or another
instrument)
A Spirit (male or female)
A Narrator
The audition will be held in late
February, and Members who would
like to be a part of this project should
contact one of the Theatre Committee
co-chairs to express interest—
Kay Montgomery
(KMontague88@aol.com or
416-703-4132)
or Rob Prince
(collectorprince@hotmail.com or
416-968-6140).

Obituaries
We were saddened to learn of the
death in late December of Fergus
Cronin, a fine journalist who, for
several years (beginning in 1992),
wrote a monthly column for
LAMPSletter. Fergus introduced us to
People of the Club, an entertaining
piece telling us about members we
thought we knew—until we learned
much more in his column. He died in
Peterbrough in his 89th year. We send
our condolences to his wife, Grace,
and to his five sons.
Margaret McBurney

NEWS FROM THE
2008 CENTENARY
COMMITTEE
The great news is that Julian Mulock
has agreed to produce and co-ordinate
the entertainment for our Street Party
on June 1, 2008. This is also Doors
Open weekend, so there will be
crowds of people! Julian will have the
final say on all activities inside and
outside the Club that day.
Theatre, as part of the 2008
celebrations, will produce a musical
play currently being written by Ed
Hill. This will be a winner for sure!
The St. George’s Society has
appointed Michèle McCarthy as the
liaison with the Club on activities
during the Centenary year in which
the Club and the Society will both be
involved, such as the Street Party,
celebratory dinners, garden parties,
etc. Michèle is a well-known lawyer,
young and enthusiastic, and is
chairman of the Toronto Port
Authority.
The calendar for 2007/2008 is
rapidly filling up, so members should
contact their committees if they have
any more good ideas as to how to
celebrate the Centenary. At our last
Committee meeting it was agreed that
the future of the Club, and
particularly its relevance to the arts in
Canada, should be part of the legacy
of the Centenary. We can celebrate the
past and the present, but what about
the future!

Late breaking news!
Haydn’s Toy Symphony (Club Night
Dec. 10, 2007 ), will star Ezra
Schabas, conducting, and Past
Presidents galore hamming it up on
the toy instruments! This will be
hilarious, and a great kick-off to
Music’s Centenary celebrations.
John Lawson,
Chair,
Centenary Committee

OUTDOOR
SKETCHING
To avoid disappointment, don’t forget
to BOOK NOW at the Westwind Inn
for our get-away weekend,
March 9–11th www.westwindinn.net
or 1-800-387-8100. Call Gwen Jones
for information 416-698-6025.
Painters or not, all club members,
especially new ones, are welcome.
Come and make new friends, sketch,
read, walk, write, photograph,
whatever is your pleasure.
Please let me know if some
Saturday or weekend during the
season you are able to host this fun
loving group. All you need is a suitable
place to sketch near your abode,
cottage, or farm. Participants bring the
food, wine, laughs and our
appreciation.
Call Gwen Jones for further
information at 416-698-6025.
On a recent trip to England, I made
use of our reciprocal privileges to have
lunch at The Arts Club in London.
“They have a very nice building with a
comfortable library, the chef was
excellent, and an interesting exhibit
was hanging on the second floor,
where I ate overlooking the courtyard.
The caricatures hanging on the
basement walls reminded me of our
own club. Anyone visiting London
should make arrangements to go, and
perhaps follow lunch with drinks at a
nearby Mayfair hotel such as
Claridge’s, the Connaught, the Ritz,
or, as I did, all three.”
William Denton
It was our sincere pleasure to host the
2006 New Years Eve Dinner and
Dance. Many thanks to Barbara Effer
for organising the event, Doug
Purdon for coordinating the seating
arrangements, Cherry Carnon for
creating the spectacular table
decorations and the staff for providing
terrific food and service!
Gark Stark and Diane Kruger
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
The Some Things New Exhibition opened on the first Club
Night in 2007 with a most interesting and entertaining visual
artist as our speaker, Rae Johnson, a teacher at OCAD. Rae
depicted in slides and lecture 30 years of the evolution of her
work which reflected her life experiences. It was a great
evening. Thanks to Gary Stark, who is responsible for the
speakers at our Club Night Art Openings.
The Some Things New Exhibition was juried by Sandra
Bray, Paul Hughes and Tina Newlove who selected 49
works from a total of over 80 submitted. Marjorie Pepper
designed the show hanging which was hung by Leah
Dockrill, Marvyne Jenoff, Gwen Jones, Vernon Mould and
treasured Friends of the Art Committee, Alan and Joan
Dubros, Richard Moorehouse and Roseanna Newlove.
Douglas Purdon, Exhibition Chair was the overseer of all.
Thanks to everybody who participated in the hanging.
Anyone is welcome to join us. It’s a great way to meet and to
get to know your fellow members and it’s fun! Next hanging
is Saturday, January 27 at 10 a.m. Free coffee and
camaraderie.
Zora Buchanan

CALL for ENTRIES
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS SHOW
January 29–February 24, 2007
ARTISTS: This show is open to Professional Visual
Artist Members of The Club, designated with (P) in the
membership list. Artists can enter up to two works.
Subject matter and media are the choice of the artist.
PLEASE NOTE: Works are to be delivered to the club
from 9 a.m.–10 a.m. on Saturday January 27. Jurying
will commence at 10 a.m. sharp and works will not be
accepted after that time.
Doug Purdon

The Sandra Henderson solo exhibition It’s Only Paint will
open Monday February 26th and run until March 24th.
Please see the What’s On in February Club Night section for
full details.

MEMBERS—PREPARE for
The FIRST CENTENARY ART EXHIBITION in
January, 2008

visitors” could also enjoy these portraits. (quote courtesy
Margaret McBurney).
Club members are asked to start now to draw, paint,
sketch, sculpt or photograph fellow members for this
important exhibition. You may volunteer or be invited to
“sit” for a portrait in one of the Wednesday, Friday or Sunday
(nude) Studio sessions or you may find artists in the lounge
and Great Hall with their drawing books open producing
quick sketches—when you least expect it! (Snoozing? Never!!)
This will be the first Members’ Exhibition in the second
Century of the Club.
Zora Buchanan

IMPORTANT: Regulations on work submitted for
exhibitions at the club
Artists should be aware that all works submitted for jurying
in Club exhibitions should be in “ready to hang” condition.
This means secure wiring with wire 3" below the top of the
frame, no clip style or spring-loaded frames, and identifying
information marked on the reverse. The reverse of the 2D
piece (or the base of the sculpture) should be legibly marked
with the name of the artist, the name of the work, the
medium, the artist’s telephone number, and the selling price.
Each work submitted must be accompanied by an Entry
form properly filled out. These are in triplicate and are
available on the piano in the bar.

A reminder: Unless arrangements have been made with the
Art Committee any small works remaining in the Art Storage
cupboard must be removed ASAP. Works must be picked up
within 2 weeks of the close of a show. The Club is not
responsible for the work after that time and may dispose of it.
Angel Di Zhang

MUSICAL NOTES
The Music Committee tries to provide as much variety as
possible for the members. The month of February is indeed
full of variety: a piano quartet, two sopranos, a guitarist and a
two pianists in the five concerts.
The LAMPSweek event is of particular interest. Former
member Meredith Hall has returned from overseas and
together with husband, Bernard Farley, will kick off
LAMPSweek on Monday, February 19. (See listings for
details.) Congratulations to Meredith and Bernard on the
recent birth of their child.
Please note: There is no Music Wednesday performance
on February 21 during LAMPSweek.
Jim Norcop

MEMBERS BY MEMBERS
History will repeat itself—The October Letter (1952)
announced that, thanks to Alan Collier’s creative energy, club
artists had presented a show of “Members by Members,” and its
success had prompted a Ladies’ night, arranged so that “fair

Editor:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter
February 2007
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WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY
Club Nights

Literary Tables

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, February 5

Tuesday, February 6
Ken Purvis/Carol McGirr

FINDING A CHARACTER
SEANA MCKENNA and JONATHAN GOAD

The letters and humour of James Thurber

Two of Canada’s most accomplished actors
discuss their experience playing roles in plays
from Shakespeare to the work of new playwrights.
Monday, February 12

NACHMAN QUARTET
Catherine Sulem, violin
Dorothy Pellerin, viola
Daniela Kepowicz, cello
Dany Nachman, piano
Piano quartets of Beethoven and Medelssohn
Monday, February 19
Not a Club Night but even better—the first official event of
the 2007 LAMPSweek. Featuring Meredith Hall, soprano and
Bernard Farley, guitar in songs by Mozart and Schubert,
Japanese songs, Scottish songs set to Burns’ texts and
Newfoundland songs.
Monday, February 26

SOLO ART EXHIBITION OPENING
IT’S ONLY PAINT
Sandra Henderson will exhibit her latest works and the
exhibition will run until March 24th. At the opening night
Sandra will speak on her latest artist directions and artists who
have influenced her work. There will be a slide presentation.
Sandra is a Graduate of The Ontario College of Art, a
member of The Society of Canadian Artists and The Portrait
Society. After art college she spent six years as a fashion
illustrator for the large downtown department stores,
however during those early years of her career she never
neglected her drawing and painting…the landscape, still
life, and the figure. Early on it became obvious that her
passion was portraiture. Often using this subject matter as a
metaphor to express the human condition, one finds in
these sensitive but powerful works universal empathies of
compassion, pride, strength, sorrow and joy, crossing
borders of race, clan and culture. Her body of work reflects
diverse cultural images encountered during her travels
throughout North America, Asia, Europe and the Caribbean.
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“POCKETA—POCKETA QUEEP!”
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2007

ELIZABETH MILLER
Uncle Mose: The stories of Newfoundland humourist,
Ted Russell (1904–1977)
Tuesday, February 20 (LAMPSWeek)

BRIAN PARKER
King Lear, Sir Donald Wolfit and The Dresser
Ronald Harwood’s hilarious but moving glimpse of Wolfit’s
shabby Lear backstage in Manchester during the 1940s blitz,
starring Albert Finney and Tom Courtenay
in the film version.
Tuesday, February 27

JOHN MILLER
A Sharp Intake of Breath
John Miller returns to the Literary Table
to discuss his latest novel.

Film Night
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50 payable at the door
Wednesday, February 14

THE DRESSER
The Dresser (1983) starring Albert Finney and Tom
Courtenay; Director Peter Yates; Writer Ron Harwood.
Recommended viewing for those attending Brian Parker’s
LAMPSweek discussion of this movie.
During World War II, the backstage hand of a touring
Shakespeare company devotedly helps the group’s star
actor whose health is deteriorating. As they struggle to
mount a performance of King Lear, their relationship takes
on aspects of the Lear story itself. Based on Ronald
Harwood’s stage play, this is one of the finest films made
about the theatre.

WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY
Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, February 7 JOHN JULL, piano
Three Mozart sonatas from his “mature” years,
reminding us of the composer for the opera stage
Wednesday, February 14 STEPHANIE CHUA, piano
Vancouver native, Stephanie Chua, a student of Marietta
Orlov, is fast becoming a busy Toronto pianist
Wednesday, February 22
Note: There is no Music Wednesday due to LAMPSweek.
The event at lunch on this Wednesday is
the Architecture LAMPS lunch.
Wednesday, February 28

WALLIS GIUNTA, soprano

Photography Group
Andrew Sookrah agreed to chair the next meeting, February
15th at 6:00 p.m. The topic for discussion and sharing of works
is: Something Small. Open interpretation of the theme is
encouraged, whether macro photographs, photos of small items,
or photos illustrating the idea of “small” instead of the physical
attribute. For more information, please contact Andrew Sookrah.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, February 13, at 4 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom. Guest speaker at this meeting will be Club
member Evelyn Yates speaking on “Finding Poetry in
Unbelievable Places!” If you think the most exciting place to
find Poetry is in books, come to this meeting and be prepared
for surprise … unbelievable surprise! If you like delight,
wisdom, history, music, and fashion, this is the meeting for
you. Also, what a great occasion for enlarging your artistic
understanding and thereby “content” of your work.
For further information, contact Margo Hunt 416-925-8922

Ad Lib
Whatever happens… it all begins
with great company.
Fridays, 6–10 p.m., 3rd Floor Studio
Pay-What-You-Want ($PWYW)
admission—two bits and up,
PLEASE and THANK YOU!
Pre-Order a Snack Plate or one of Chef’s Sandwich
of the Day before 10 a.m.
Contact info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Friday, February 2, 7 p.m.

GAMES NIGHT
Charades, Scene-It, Trivial Pursuit, etc.—with breaks.
Friday, February 9, 8 p.m.

A SPECIAL PREVIEW/ WORKSHOP
Bruce Horak presents, This is Cancer, co-written by Rebecca
Northam. Sneak-preview this re-imagined, Summerworks
Festival ‘06 play. Afterwards contribute your thoughts and
comments for its public debut in Calgary at the Alberta
Theatre Project’s PlayRites Festival.
Friday, February 16, 8 p.m.

JAMMIN’ ON THE ONE, IMPROV
JOTO’s an audience-inspired, improv scenes and games
workshop/show (a la “Whose Line…?”). Particip-Action, with
no regard for your health. Join Stevie J (Johnston), and Bad
Dog Theatre’s Ray Smith and Damon Lum. (Includes Ad
Libido II: The Naughty Parts of Valentine’s.)
Friday, February 23, 6:30 p.m.

ATTEND THE LAMPSWEEK
A&L STAGE PRESENTATION
(Please RSVP with Naomi for the dinner and show.)
“Ad Lib” immediately after. Details TBA.
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

Screenwriters Group
Friday, February 23

Writers Table
Friday, February 2

JOHN DEACON will speak about his book “Marnie’s Place”
(rescheduled from December 1)
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

DOUBLE INDEMNITY (1944)
We take a look at the film noir classic with the screenplay by
Billy Wilder and Raymond Chandler. Fred MacMurray plays
the insurance salesman caught in a murder plot by Barbara
Stanwyck’s femme fatale. Excerpts and printed copies of
scenes to be discussed.
February 2007
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February 2007
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
2

3

9

10

4
Painters

5
7
6
Lit
Table
Cttee
Mtg
Painters Studio
Membership 10:45 a.m.
Music Cttee Mtg
Cttee Mtg
Literary Table
10:45 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
Lunch, 12:00 noon
Music
Group
Club Night Poetry
Wednesday
4:00 p.m.
12 noon
Dinner
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15–7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

8

11
Painters

12
Exec Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

13
Literary
Table Lunch
12:00 noon

14

15

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
Photography
Group
6:00 p.m.

18
Painters

19

20

21

22

25
Painters

LAMPSWEEK
Literature
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

Painters
Studio
LAMPSWEEK
Architecture
Lunch
12:00 noon

Saturday

1

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

LAMPSWEEK
Music
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Friday

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

LAMPSWEEK
Painting
Lunch
12:00 noon

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table noon
History Publication
Mtg 2 p.m.
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m–
10:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
House Cttee
1:30 p.m.
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m–
10:00 p.m.

16

17

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m–
10:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

23

24

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Screenwriters Gp
12 noon

LAMPSletter
Stuffing

LAMPSWEEK Stage
Dinner and Show
6:30 p.m.

27
26
28
Rum Tasting Literary
Painters
5:15 p.m.
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon Music
Club Night
Dinner
Wednesday
6:30 p.m.
12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, February 16, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
I hope that you were among the many
of our members at the Club to enjoy
the varied offerings on LAMPSweek
when we celebrate our disciplines. It
was a wonderful week, although it is
not unlike our regular weeks at the
Club, the events build upon one
another and make it a more enjoyable
and thought-provoking experience.
The term “disciplines” is a little
ambiguous. The LAMPS Committees
have expanded to include some of their close relatives. The “L”
embraces Poetry, Screenwriting and the Writers’ Group. “A” now
covers many of the related disciplines within the built
environment. This would include professional Interior Designers
and Urban Planners. And so it goes as we come up to our 100th
anniversary, we continue to evolve.
This evolution does not dilute Professional status as we try to
attract more members in this category. We all know that many
of those without a “P” after their names are indeed professionals
and add a great deal to the life and running of the Club.
However, we still need a few more members in the Professional
category before we can tap into our wait list of “NonProfessional” applicants. So if you know a professional who
would enjoy the Club and would be a clubbable member now is
the time to bring them in. I should clarify that we do have a wait
list of non-professionals, so that we maintain our constitutional
balance of 60% to 40%. This is important as we keep the
essence of our Club as a home for those active within the arts.
On another tone the staff is planning a reception for event
planners, to attract a little more rental business. We are an
unknown venue for many and a few more events will help our
bottom line.
The Executive is planning our next Town Hall meeting for
April. This will give members a chance to discuss the Manual of
Rules of Conduct, revised by Philip Mathias and his
committee. It is also a time to ask Officers and Board members
questions. This should help clarify items that will be put forward
at the Annual General Meeting, now scheduled for June 14,
2007.
I look forward to seeing you soon, please come forward if you
would like to participate in one of our committees; it is the best
way to really feel part of the Club.
Lorna Kelly

Vimy
Four letters burned into the
history of Canada. And
today, 90 years after the
creation of the astonishing
memorial that was designed
by Walter Allward and left
forever a Canadian presence
on French soil, we celebrate
that moment in our
country’s story.
On Club Night, Monday March 5th, authors Ted Barris
and Hugh Brewster will discuss their new books on Vimy
and R.H. Thomson will present his Words from Vimy.
Ottawa architect Julian Smith will describe his recent
restoration of the great memorial that once seen is never
forgotten. As well, three club actors will read moving
poems from the First World War, and two more will sing
the Dumbells’ classic Oh! It’s a lovely war!
And at the end, to bring it all to a close—the Last Post.
Come join us and remember an earlier time.

An Ad Lib Incantation,
The Mystery of David Ben,
Conjuror
Friday, March 30
The price per person for this
evening is $18.50. We are
offering a two course dinner.
Cash bar 5:30 p.m.,
dinner 6:30 p.m., show to
commence at 8:00 p.m.
Please RSVP
with Naomi ext. 2
David Ben reappears in the
Great Hall for a night of sleight. In advance of his
engagement at the Smithsonian Centre, David will
discuss the Magicana initiative and Dai Vernon: A
Biography—David’s homage to his Canada-born muse.
He will also spellbind us with his MAGIC!
With dinner $18.50.
For show only, the admission is free.

Members News
Flora Stohr-Danziger’s short play
“Eulalie and the Great March” will be
read and acted both as a monologue
and as a dialogued version on March
10th at the Alumnae Theatre, New
Ideas Festival, at 12:00 noon. The play
is based on a historic event in Cape
Town in 1960 when a young African
led a march of 30,000 from the Langa
Township to the Houses of Parliament
to demonstrate against the infamous
Pass Laws. When Eulalie Stott heard
that the police were waiting with guns
to shoot the marchers, she diverted
their protest to the police station,
averting bloodshed.
www.alumnaetheatre.com.
Coincidentally Sarasvati Theatre in
Winnipeg is staging the monologue
version as part of the presentation
celebrating International Womens’
week on the same day. They are also
taking the piece to perform at various
womens’ shelters in Winnipeg.
Alexander Leggatt will deliver the
2007 Alexander Lectures, “Theatrical
Tragedy: Acting, Staging and
Storytelling in the Plays of Shakespeare
and his Contemporaries” on March
26–29 at 4:30 p.m. The lectures will
take place at University College, 15
King’s College Circle, University of
Toronto: March 26, 27 and 28 in
room 140, March 29 in West Hall.
Julian Mulock directs Edward Albee’s
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”
with Naomi Hunter as assistant and
Fight Director. The East Side Players’
production runs at the Papermill Theatre,
Todmorden Mills until March 10.
Peter Moon, an army reservist, leaves
this March to spend four weeks in the
High Arctic as a member of a
Canadian Forces sovereignty patrol.
He will be working with national and
international media. He will visit
Resolute Bay, which is 600 kilometers
north of the Arctic Circle, before
moving further north to the weather
station at Eureka on Ellesmere Island
and ending at Alert at the northern tip
of Canada, where the Canadian Forces
2
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has a small signals intelligence unit.
He will make regular visits to the 28
members of the patrol by air force
Twin Otter, landing on land and on
the sea ice. The patrol will travel about
5,300 kilometers by snowmobile.
The Canadian Heritage Art Co., at
10516 Islington Ave., Kleinburg, will
be hosting a one man show featuring
paintings by Gerry Sevier. The work
on display will include a special
exhibition of Arctic images. Gerry is a
member of Arctic Quest, a group of
artists who traveled to the Arctic this
past summer. The show will open
March 31 and run until April 15, 2007.
William Aide served as chair of the
Jury of the fifth Esther Honens
International Piano Competition in
Calgary last November. Oberon Press
will publish a book of William’s
poems, Letters to a Musical Friend, this
coming fall. On March 14, three of
these poems will be read in his piano
recital entitled, “Stoic Trio: Poems and
Intermezzi for Brahms and the
Schumanns.”
Barbara Elizabeth Mercer is happy to
announce the publication of a new
book of poetry at the invitation of
British poet Steve Chering. When Poets
Collide, published January 2007
includes half of Barbara’s poems and
half of Steve’s. “The book is a perfect
way to reveal the symptoms of love
hidden in poetry, for all its disguises.”
Steve Chering.
Alysson Storey has returned from 2
years in Italy where she coordinated
cultural tours in Rome as well as
researched what she hopes will be a book
about Canadian soldiers who fought in
the Italian Campaign during WWII.
Alysson recently formed the Joseph
Storey Architectural Conservancy, a
group dedicated to promoting and
preserving the modernist architecture of
her grandfather, who designed over 1200
buildings in southwestern Ontario.
Alysson is currently living in her
hometown of Chatham. She hopes to
return to Toronto as soon as possible to
see friends at the Club.

Burr House Craft Gallery and Tea
Room present over 30 new oil
paintings by Valerie Kent at the Burr
House Gallery and Tea Room,
February 10th–March 25th, 2007.
528 Carrville Road in Richmond Hill,
open to the public on Saturdays and
Sundays from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Drop by and see the new impasto
landscapes painted with palette knife.
Leah Dockrill has been elected to
membership in the Colour and Form
Society. The Colour and Form Society,
which is a significant visual arts
organization in Ontario, was established
in 1952 by a group of artists who had
come to Canada from Europe during the
post-war period. Among the original
members who helped bring about that
early association was Alfred Karu, a wellknown Estonian painter, and the father of
Marjut Nousiainen, a member of this
Club. This year the CFS will be
celebrating its 55th Anniversary with a
number of activities including an
exhibition of members’ work at the Joseph
Carrier Gallery, Toronto this spring.
Pat Fairhead will be showing new oil
on canvas with collage work at the
Ontario Society of Artists’ group
exhibition “From the Studios of…” at
John B. Aird Gallery. Opening
reception Thursday March 8,
6–8 p.m., show runs to March 30.

Obituaries
Mavor Moore

March 8 1919–December 18, 2006
Although a Life Member of the Club
we had not seen Mavor Moore for a
while, since he moved to the West
coast. However, his attachment to
Toronto’s theatre and his contribution
to the cultural life of Canada is a gift
for which we will be forever grateful.
When he died in December there
were long obituaries in the papers across
this country recognizing him as one of
the individuals who spent their lives
giving us a national theatre heritage.
We were fortunate to have him in
Toronto for so long and mourn his
passing.

LOOKING BACK

One can’t read the letters that Agar
Adamson wrote to his wife throughout
the First World War without gaining
new insight into that war and to
Adamson himself. He left for Europe
just four days after war was declared and
remained there, mostly in the front
lines, until it was over. And virtually
every day he wrote to his wife, Mabel
Cawthra, describing it all in gripping
detail. He returned home a broken
man—one of “the army of the
disillusioned,” as journalist Robert
MacNeil has called it.
When the Battle of Vimy Ridge
was fought from April 9 to 12, 1917,
Adamson was there, serving as
commanding officer of the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.
Casualties amounted to more than ten
thousand, 3,598 of whom were killed.
“We have done very well,” Adamson
wrote on April 11th, “though suffered
a lot.” His men discovered that, as the
Germans retreated, they had mined
every place, leaving dugouts and
cellars a mass of booby traps. “An
innocent-looking canteen standing on
the floor being picked up, being
connected to a wire, sends off a small
mine... . All the wells are poisoned.
Every prisoner had a photo of one or
more most repulsive naked women.
One of our Divinity student sergeants
made an officer eat three most filthy
postcards. A German major refused to
be sent with prisoners to the rear,
except in charge of a major. He will
trouble us no more.”

In another letter sent less than a
week later, it is easy to see why the
Adamsons’ marriage eventually
became another casualty ot the war.
“One letter from you, and that full of
your strange views of the valueless
things money can buy. At the present
moment ... millions would not be of
as much use as a dry pair of socks.” By
May 11th, little had changed. Agar
was sleeping outside because “The rats
were so bad... [and] the stink of the
dugouts is almost choking.” And
Adamson was not the only club
member at Vimy. Jack McLaren, a
fine artist/cartoonist who joined the
club in 1924, was one of the legendary
Dumbells, a comedy troupe whose
performances at Vimy were, in
Adamson’s words, a “great success.”
Just recently, Wally Coulthard
showed me a tattered 1940 German
publication, Mit Hitler Im Westen. In it is
a photograph of Adolph Hitler and a few
of his officers in front of Walter

Allward’s breathtaking Vimy
memorial—just four years after its
completion! Der Führer was in France to
accept that country’s surrender. For me,
the book held another surprise—
according to the text, Hitler had been
with the German army at Vimy in 1917.
On Club Night, Monday, March
5th, authors Ted Barris and Hugh
Brewster will discuss their new books
on Vimy, R.H. Thomson will present
his Words From Vimy, three club actors
will read W.W.I poems, and two others
will sing a short song from the
Dumbells’ songbook. Julian Smith, the
Ottawa architect who has recently
completed the restoration of the
memorial, will be here to tell us about
that. I hope you’ll join us.

New Members

production. She is an award-winning
producer of numerous television series.
Since graduating from York
University’s Film Program in 1981 she
has worked on feature films, television
dramatic series and documentaries for
independent production companies
including Atlantis Films. She has also
taught part-time at Ryerson
University’s faculty of Radio and
Television Arts. Sponsored by Frances
Webster and Keron Platt.

Mel Sarnese is a Registered Nurse who
has turned poet. She has been published
in “Open Window IV: An International
Anthology of Poetry and Canadian
Poetry Association (CPA) Members
Anthology 2005 and others. She has
performed on a TVO Broadcast in the
documentary “SARS.” She is interested
in visual arts, creative writing, theatre,
film and painting. Sponsored by
Frances Webster and Keron Platt.
Jayne Eastwood has been an actress
since 1969. Prior to that she was a
commercial artist. As one of the
founding members of Second City, she
has maintained a presence in both
movies and films, working steadily in a
variety of roles that began, in the
1980s, to include considerable voice
work. She has had a successful working
life around Toronto and continues to
accept roles in both drama and
comedy in any medium. Sponsored by
Lorna Kelly and Morna Wales.
Maria Pimentel has an extensive
background in television and film

Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Richard Sutherland is a
communications officer with the
Heart and Stroke Foundation. He
completed his doctorate in History at
Trinity College, Dublin in 1979 and
returned to Toronto that same year.
Since then he has made his living by
writing. He has worked mostly for
medical publications but has a strong
interest in the arts. He served as
features editor of the Medical Post and
afterwards as a columnist on the
Financial Post. He covered both art
exhibitions and concerts. Children’s
literature is another interest. At one
continued on page 4
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time he was a writer of comic book
text. He tells us that he is writing a
biography of his dog. As a serious jazz
afficionado, he has had jazz criticism
published by the Montreal Daily
News. Time-Life published a book
written by Richard on the immune
system in 1998. Sponsored by Norma
Rowen and Peter Moon.
We regret an error that appeared in the
New Member’s February 2007 writeup of Anna Dowbiggin. Anna will be
graduating from the University of
Edinburgh in September 2007 with an
MBA (Masters Business
Administration).

Advanced Notice:
A First Performance—Club Night
Monday April 2nd 2007

Sunshine and Shadows
The brilliant Canadian Actor James B.
Douglas—a veteran of Stage and
TV—presents his own original work
on the life and times of Stephen
Leacock (1869–1944) the famous
Canadian Humorist and Educator.
Leacock is recognized the world over
as a master craftsman of wit and
humour, (his books still sell
remarkably well 60 years later).
James B. Douglas, an artist of
considerable dimension has produced a
fascinating work. You can be assured that
he will spin us a story, which is bound to
be both entertaining and reminiscing
about this unique literary master.
Make sure that you don’t miss this
fascinating premiere. This is the first
time it will be presented on a planned
cross Canada tour.

NEWS FROM THE
2008 CENTENARY
COMMITTEE
The Club will celebrate the
publication of the Club history, The
First 100 Years with a dinner in author
Margaret McBurney’s honour on
Saturday, November 3, 2007! MaryJane Large will co-ordinate!
St. Anne’s Church is celebrating its
100th anniversary in 2008 also! Club
member Jeryn McKeown, Rector’s
Warden, is discussing with the
Committee mutual celebrations.
The Heliconian Club will celebrate
its 100th in 2008 also! Any suggestions!
Our application to have the Club
designated as a National Historical Site
is stalled in the Ministry of Environment
office. Anybody know John Baird!
The Regent Park Music School,
under Wayne Strongman’s direction,
pays a return visit on Club Night,
November 12, 2007! A kaleidoscope
of colour and talent!
We have reserved the dates
Wednesday, March 25 and Thursday,
March 26, 2008 for Club celebratory
dinners! The actual date of founding
the Club was March 23, 1908, which
is Easter Sunday of 2008!
Under the leadership of member
David Skene-Melvin, our application
to the Canadian Heraldic Authority
for a coat of arms has been approved,
and former Club member Ilona
Jurkiewicz has been appointed by the
Authority to paint the arms! We
should receive these in time for
another Centenary celebration, when
they will be suitably mounted.
Other plans are proceeding apace
and excitement mounts!
John Lawson,
Chair, Centenary Committee

Centenary Photo
Directory Back on
Track!
Joan VanDuzer and George Garlock
Interest is high and process is
determined (and so are we!).
This is your chance to officially be
part of our club history!
To mark the Centenary we are
producing a Photo Directory. There
will be an oversized version placed at
the bar, which will contain photos of
current members accompanied by a
short bio. A second smaller version
will be produced for members, if there
is interest, and if the price is right.
Additional information collected
(photos and bios) will be added to the
contact information regularly
documented by the office.
The project will be dedicated to the
memory of Justice John VanDuzer,
who encouraged producing a photo
directory. So often he would say, “I met
the most interesting person at dinner
but I can’t remember his name!”
The process for collecting
information will be in any one of the
following ways:
• email—short bio and a photo sent
to a dedicated email address
• photography at the club done
digitally by members on special days
• written bio on a provided form
Watch for details in the next
Lampsletter. Collection of information
will begin in April. Goal for
completion will be September 2007.
Editor:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

WANTED—Web Wizards
If you don’t think Dreamweaver is a song from the 70s, that Java is simply another word for coffee and CSS just the
Canadian Space Society, then you may want to participate in the evolution of the Club website.
Initially a couple of hours a week would be needed, but as we move towards the upcoming Centenary, more content
(including streaming audio and video) will be added. Please contact George Lobb (lobbcomm@rogers.com) to express your
interest and compare notes.
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
VISUAL ARTISTS’ BRUNCH
COPYRIGHT—What every Visual Artist needs to know
In the 3rd Floor STUDIO on Saturday, March 24 at
11 a.m. sharp
PAUL SANDERSON is a lawyer who represents many
creative people in the arts regarding copyright. He
specializes in arts and entertainment law and is an
accomplished poet, photographer and a musician. He is
the founder, lead guitarist and songwriter of the original
blues band Blue Room. He will talk briefly and then answer
any questions that you might have pertaining to your art.
Following Paul’s talk a delicious lunch will be served. $18
per person.
After lunch, Art Committee chair Zora Buchanan and
members of the Art Committee will be available and
pleased to hear your suggestions, ideas or concerns
regarding exhibitions or anything that has to do with the
visual arts and artists in the Club.
At 10:30 a.m. there will be an informal quickie sketch
time for artist members to sketch other artist members
in preparation for the “Members by Members Show” in
January 2008. Bring your sketchpad and drawing tools!
Please reserve for lunch with Naomi by Wednesday,
March 21. (Members are welcome to come for the talk
only with no advance reservation and no charge.)

EXHIBITIONS
The Professional Members Show was extremely well
subscribed. 30 Professional visual artists entered over 50
works. Such was the standard of work that jurors Rudolf Stussi
and Valda Oestreicher accepted virtually all of the works.
Installing, writing labels and generally helping were Rose
Marie Condon, Paul Gauthier, Marjut Nousiainen,
Marvyne Jenoff, Katherine Dolgy Ludwig and Diliana
Popova. Dear friends of the Art Committee Alan and Joan
Dubros were also on hand with expertise, hammer and nails.
Designer Marjorie Pepper valiantly attempted to get some
sort of organized arrangement on the walls, but there were so
many paintings that she quickly realized it was a question of
how will we ever hang so many works in the given space, not
where can we arrange them most attractively. With
everybody’s help all the works were hung. Thank you all.

MEMBERS’ SPRING EXHIBITION
March 23–April 23
IMPORTANT Please note that Jurying for this
exhibition, which is open to all visual artists in the Club,
will take place at 2 p.m. on Friday, March 23. Work must
be delivered to the Club prior to this time. Jurors are

Gerry Sevier, Marjorie Pepper and Dorothy Mould.
Artists may submit 2 works for jurying.
The exhibition will be installed on Saturday, March 24 at
8:30 a.m. in order to finish by 10:30 in time for the Artists’
Brunch. All hands on deck, please!
What’s coming up? Mary Corelli, solo April 30–May 18;
York Wilson, Geometrics May 22–June 8; Arctic Quest
members and guests, June 11–22; Members’ Summer Show,
Theme—water and a small retrospective of the water
paintings by Oz Schenk in the lounge, June 25–Sept 7.
A calendar of exhibitions will be posted on the Club
Bulletin Board so that artists will know ahead of time the
exhibitions they might like to enter.
Visual Artists please note that new GUIDELINES FOR
SUBMITTING TO EXHIBITIONS are now available.
Changes in procedure have been made to protect your
artwork, facilitate installation and ensure that the artwork
is clearly identified for insurance purposes. Works that do
not conform to the new guidelines will no longer be
accepted. Please pick up your copy of the guidelines from
the top of the piano in the lounge or from Naomi.
Zora Buchanan, Chair, Art Committee

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: Photograph of David Ben courtesy David Ben
Pages 1, 3: Cartoons for Vimy by Jack McLaren
Page 5: Alumnae Theatre set photo by Ken Judd
Page 7: Dan Needles photo courtesy Dan Needles
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
Our Club’s three unsung heroes:
Mike Spence, Dave Briant and Ken Judd.
You know them
from their
commitment to
creating stage
sets for the
Spring Show.
They donate
untold hours of
time and
expertise in
building the
designs that
bring such enjoyment to the Club. Their last enterprise was
the creation of the very demanding set for Alumnae
Theatre’s presentation of Oscar Wilde’s Lady Windermere’s
Fan. Mike was the consummate set coordinator, while Dave
and Ken were his skilled carpenters. We look forward to this
team’s future handiwork.
March 2007
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WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Club Nights

Literary Tables

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Monday, March 5
VIMY. Four letters burned into the history of Canada. And
today, 90 years after the creation of the astonishing
memorial that was designed by Walter Allward and left
forever a Canadian presence on French soil, we celebrate
that moment in our country’s story.
Monday, March 12
Lorna MacDonald, from University of Toronto Faculty of
Music will give a vocal Master Class. This promises to be a
most interesting event as we have heard a number of Lorna
MacDonald’s excellent students here at the Club. This is like
an open “group lesson” and should be an entertaining and
enlightening experience.
Monday, March 19
Architect Marco Polo, editor of the recently launched book
The Prix de Rome in Architecture will discuss the book, the
evolution of this Canada Council prize, as well as the artistic
and humanistic side of “paper architecture” through some
of the projects of the 17 Canadian Prix de Rome laureates.
Monday, March 26

MEMBERS’ SPRING ART EXHIBITION OPENING:
LETTERS TO THE WEST WIND

The Theatre Committee presents a reading of a one-act play,
with music, written by deceased Club member Jonathan
Welsh, directed by Peter Hart.
This year marks the 90th anniversary of the death of Tom
Thomson, and this play was written as a tribute to him. It
was originally presented by the author at the 1979 Annual
General Meeting of the Club and performed again in 1980.

Film Night
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50 payable at the door
Wednesday, March 7

TOUCH OF EVIL (1958), starring

Charlton Heston, Janet Leigh and
Orson Welles
Writer/Director: Orson Welles.
Considered one of the last film noir
of the genres classic era, this is
another tour de force masterwork
by Orson Welles. He plays a corrupt
U.S. police captain at a border
town where an honest Mexican
officer conducts an investigation.
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Tuesday, March 6

JAN REHNER

“Anatomy of a Murder Mystery:
how I wrote my first crime novel.”
Tuesday, March 13

BERNIE LUCHT

“The Best Ideas You’ll Hear Tonight.”
Bernie Lucht, executive producer of the long-running CBC
Radio One Programme “Ideas,” discusses the history and
philosophy of the programme, and offers some glimpses
behind the scenes at how the programme is produced.
Tuesday, March 20

JONATHAN EDMUNDSON

“The Emperor Commodus in the Arena:
Politics, Myth, and Public Spectacle in Imperial Rome.”
The Roman emperor Commodus, known to many through
Ridley Scott’s 2000 movie Gladiator, staged a series of wildbeast hunts, gladiatorial combats and public executions in
the Colosseum in A.D. 192, in which he played a starring role
as a latter-day Hercules re-enacting the latter’s twelve
labours. This illustrated talk seeks to reconstruct the
programme of this spectacle and explain its significance.
Tuesday, March 27

JOHN TWOMEY

“Film Portrayals of Women Writers: Fact or Fiction?”
The talk, illustrated with film clips, will include Beatrix Potter,
Virginia Woolf, Dorothy Parker and others.

Writers Table
Friday March 2nd, 2007 at the Arts and Letters Writers Table

“EVERYBODY SPEAKS! “

Come and share your challenges and rewards with regards
to publishing your books. This is a great opportunity for
everyone to learn from each other!
PLEASE NOTE: Starting in March, 2007, The Writer’s Table
will be meeting on the main floor in the LAMPSroom.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Photography Group
The next meeting of the Photography Group is
Thursday, March 22nd at 6 p.m.
The topic for discussion and sharing of works is:

TRANSPORTATION

Open interpretation of the theme is encouraged. For more
information, please contact Andrew Sookrah.

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Music Wednesdays

Poetry Group

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

The Poetry Group wishes to extend its overwhelming
appreciation to last month’s speaker EVELYN YATES. Eve’s
talk encompassed a broad range of ideas and expertise. Not
only was the subject fascinating, but listeners discovered
the presence of poetry in society’s most unlikely places.
The Poetry Group will next meet on Tuesday, March 13th at
4 p.m. in the LAMPSroom. The topic will be THE GREAT

Wednesday, March 7
SONIA SIELAFF recital with accompanist KYUNGWHA
CHU on piano. The concert will offer works by Stravinsky,
Brahms and Gershwin.
Wednesday, March 14
WILLIAM AIDE, piano
“Stoic Trio: Poems and Intermezzi
for Brahms and the Schumanns”

COMMUNICATION ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES
(cell phones, MP players, Palms, Blackberrys) Or POETRY

the artistic way.
For further information, please contact Margo Hunt(416) 925-8922

Wednesday, March 21

MARY STEIN, cello and JENNY CHUNG, piano
Wednesday, March 28 EVE ERACLEOUS, trumpet,
winner of our Arts and Letters Music Scholarship

Ad Lib
SURPRISINGLY HAPPENING

Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are
feature start times. FREE as a song.
CATERING: Arrange via
info@artslettersclub.ca or 416-597-0223 x.1 by Friday, 10 a.m.
YOUR ideas for Ad Lib, contact: michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
Friday March 2, 7:00 p.m.: AD LIB LAMPS-SHOP
Whatever your discipline, conceive and collaborate in a
workshop to plot a (dream) club proposal—an Arts & Letters
Club Rooftop Patio. CHALLENGING all Engineers, Artists,
Entrepreneurs, Patio-enthusiasts, and especially Architects.
Please bring your materials.
Friday, March 9, 7:00 p.m.: THE BEST AND WORST OF
AD LIB REVUE! Review video highlights and personal
recollections from almost 2 years of Ad Lib, including
excerpts from solo artist and author presentations, A&LC
group offerings, and special performances.

Friday, March 16, 8:00 p.m.: JAMMIN' ON THE ONE,
IMPROV. JOTO's an audience-driven “workshop” of
improv exercises, scenes and games (a la "Whose Line Is It
Anyway?"). With Stevie J (Johnston), and Bad Dog Theatre's
Ray Smith and Damon Lum.
Friday, March 23, 6:00 p.m: TBA. To receive the irregular
weekly Ad Lib email update, please request it by contacting
Michael.Symonds@sympatica.ca.
Friday, March 30, 6:30 p.m. Dinner, 8:00 p.m. show. Ad Lib
presents David Ben! See cover of this issue for details. Join
the Conjuror for a Magical Evening—meal, presentation of
his new book Magicana initiative, and of course MAGIC! Free
attendance. Dinner: $18.50. Reserve with Naomi, 416-5970223 x.2. www.davidben.com www.magicana.com

Members’ Dinner
Please reserve Members’ Dinner in
advance with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice
mail) or directly at ext. 3.
Bar 6:00 p.m.; Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $26.00, payable in advance (cash,
cheque, Visa or MasterCard)
Thursday, March 15
A stroll down the 7th Line of Persephone Township
You may know Dan Needles as the playwright who gave
us the Wingfield Farm stage plays with Walt Wingfield
and all the other characters in Persephone Township. Or
you may know him for his back-page column in
Harrowsmith—Country Life magazine: True Confessions
from the Ninth Concession. Or you may follow his
column in Country Guide: The Petunia Valley Sideroad.
Dan is the winner of the Stephen Leacock Medal for
Humour, he’s a best-selling author and his plays are
performed in sold out theatres across Canada. His latest
play Wingfield’s Inferno finished a 6 week run at the Royal
Alexandra Theatre in Toronto in June and his latest
collection of Wingfield stories is in bookstores everywhere.
He’s also a farmer. He and his wife live on a small farm in
Collingwood where they raise sheep, chickens and four children.

OUTDOOR SKETCHING
Twenty one people have booked for our next excursion and
there are still rooms left. BOOK NOW at the Westwind Inn
for our get-away weekend, March 9–11th. A few rooms are
still available. www.westwindinn.net or 1-800-387-8100.
Painters or not, all club members, especially new ones, are
welcome. Come and make new friends, sketch, read, walk,
write, photograph, whatever is your pleasure.
Call Gwen Jones for further information at 416-6986025.
March 2007
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

5

6

Membership
Cttee Mtg 5:00
p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Lit Table Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon

11
Painters

12

13

18
Painters

19

25
Painters

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

26
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Executive Mtg
5:30 p.m.
Poetry Group
4 p.m.

20
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

27
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

7
Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

2

3

8

9

10

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

14

15

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
1:30 p.m.
Members
Dinner

21

22

Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

28
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, March16, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Saturday

1

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

4
Painters

Friday

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
Photography
Group
6:00 p.m.

29
LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table noon
History Publications
Mtg 2 p.m.
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

16

17

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

23
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Screenwriters Gp
12 noon

24
Art Hanging
Artists Brunch

LAMPSletter
Stuffing
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

30

31

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
Rehearsals for the Spring
Revue are keeping the
terpsichoreans of the Club
busy. A highlight of our
spring season, it is an event
to which many of us look
forward. Last year it was
calculated that over seventy
members were involved, on
stage, backstage, in stage
management, lighting,
dressers, set painting, design, sound technicians,
music and writing; an event that covers most of the
LAMPS disciplines. I look forward to seeing you
there, a punctuation that denotes the end of winter
and the real beginning of spring.
The Executive Committee is hoping to have a
good turn out on April 4th for the Town Hall, or
should that be Great Hall meeting? We can discuss
the revised Manual of Rules of Conduct, prior to its
presentation at the Annual General Meeting. The
Board and the Officers will also be there to answer
any general questions you may have.
Last month we had a good reception for Event
planners, organized by our staff. There weren’t as
many attendees as Fiona and Sara had hoped for, but
there was “quality” if not “quantity,” and they hope
that this will generate some good rental business for
the Club. We are already reaping business from other
Clubs in the downtown area. The staff is mindful
that the Club is for members, and plan that any
increased business will not effect our enjoyment of
the Club.
Normally we don’t mention people that leave the
Club in this column, but for those who don’t know,
we say goodbye this month to Freda Fyles who has
been an involved member for many years. She has
been with the Communication Committee,
LAMPSletter, Staff liaison on the House Committee,
and generally an active, interested and interesting
member. We wish Freda well as she moves to
Vancouver and the mild weather of the west coast.
But no Arts and Letters Club!
Lorna Kelly
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Members News
In December 2006, Richard I.
Thorman established the Richard
Iorweth Thorman Bursary for
International Studies. It will be
awarded to students of Victoria
University experiencing financial
difficulty. Preference will be given to
those registered or previously registered
in Vic One or the Commerce program,
and continuing in the Social Sciences
or Commerce at the University of
Toronto. The purpose is to enable
students to engage in study abroad in
courses which will result in credits
recognized in achieving their degree at
the University of Toronto. This is the
third scholarship Richard I. Thorman
has established at the University of
Toronto.
Marvyne Jenoff will be reading her
long poem, Truth, Earring,
Microwave, at the Art Bar Poetry
Series, The Victory Cafe, 581
Markham Street (upstairs), on April 17
at 8:00 p.m. www.artbar.org,
mjenoff@istar.ca
Winnipeg Art Gallery has just
published Mary-Jo Hughes’ Take
Comfort—the Career of Charles
Comfort. The hard-cover coffee-table
book includes several photos of
Comfort’s work taken by George
Lobb who encouraged Mary-Jo
provide the Club Library with a copy.
Frances Watton is having a display of
her 21 inch hand puppets that she
made during the 25 years that she
worked as a Children’s Librarian in the
North York Central Library. The
display will be in the Children’s Room
of North York Central Library located
at 5120 Yonge St., on Mel Lastman
Square at the North York Centre
subway stop. It will run until April 26.
Tina Newlove’s exhibition Crowd is a
collection of new paintings in oil on
canvas and delicate mixed media on
paper. Crowds are dissected into
individual figures caught in moments
of contemplation or anxiety. Others
are trapped in mid-gesture with
2
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unseen counterparts. Based on
relationship to self and society, these
works play with the vulnerability of
the individual among city crowds or in
intimate home-life settings. Williams
Mill Gallery, 515 Main St, Glen
Williams Ontario 905-873-8203 from
Wednesday April 11–29th. Opening
Reception—Saturday April 14, 2–5 p.m.
www.wiliamsmill.com for map &
gallery hours www.tinanewlove.com
Leah Dockrill will be among the four
artists whose work will be featured in
an upcoming exhibition at the Tay
River Gallery, Perth, Ontario. The
show, which will be entitled Blooms,
will be comprised of paintings with
floral themes, and will be held from
April 1 to May 31.
Leah’s painting Tranquility will be
exhibited at the Joseph Carrier Art
Gallery as part of the Society of
Canadian Artists 50th Anniversary
Exhibition, Diversity. The gallery is
located at the Columbus Centre, 901
Lawrence Avenue West. This allmembers exhibition will be held April
5–30, with the official opening and
reception on April 12, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Martha Spence, as a member artist of
Atelier S, is taking part in a recital on
April 4th at 7:30 p.m. at College Street
United Church, 454 College St. W.
This will be a benefit for the church.
Students from the Glenn Gould
School of the Royal Conservatory of
Music will also be performing. The
program will include Brahms, Duruflé,
Schubert’s Piano Trio in E flat, and
excerpts from Rossini’s Stabat Mater
and Mozart’s Requiem among other
selections. For further concert and
ticket information, please call:
416.927.9105 or email:
atelier.s@sympatico.ca.
Penelope Cookson directs I Pagliacci
for Brampton Lyric Opera in a double
bill with Bluebeard’s Castle (directed by
Madeline Young), at the new Rose
Theatre in Brampton. One Theatre
Lane, Brampton. April 29, 2007 at
2:00 p.m. Tickets: 905 874-2800
www.bramptonlyricopera.ca

New Members
Barry Henstock has been studying
watercolour painting for the past six
years annually under John Yardley.
After 13 years in the United States
where he and his wife owned an art
gallery specializing in original
Impressionist art they have returned to
live in Oakville where they have
opened an Art Gallery consisting of
3500 sq. ft. of viewing space. They are
primarily a fine art gallery, featuring
original art from Impressionism to
Abstract, but also show sculpture,
both bronze and stone along with
Inuit carvings. Barry serves on the
Board of Directors of the Oakville
Arts Council in the position of
Treasurer. Sponsored by John Joy and
Helen White.
Winifred Henstock is a Canadian
Plein Air artist and owner of the
Henstock Gallery in Oakville
established in 2006. During her years
in California she opened a prestigious
gallery specializing in Impressionism.
During this time she studied with
some of California’s most notable
artists. She also studied with the
famous British watercolour artist John
Yardley. Winifred is a member of
several American art associations as
well as the Society of Canadian Artists,
the East Central Ontario Arts
Association and Plein Air Canada. She
has sold her work extensively
throughout Canada, United States and
England. Sponsored by John Joy and
Helen White.
Antonio Gómez-Palacio, Arq. MES,
RPP, MCIP. A very special welcome to
our new Eric Arthur Honorary Member
for Architecture 2007. Antonio was
born in Mexico where he graduated
with honors from the Universidad
Iberoamericana in Mexico City and
then studied in Toronto at York
University receiving a degree of Master
of Environmental Studies, Urban
Planning. His professional experience
and research has focused on
architecture, planning and urban
continued on page 3

LOOKING BACK

In June 2006, the club was given two
copies of a handsome book entitled,
J. W., a gift to us in memory of Jack
McLaren, one of our most
accomplished, but now almost
forgotten members. Published by his
son, John, it carried a brief
introductory note:
Because most of our family never
really knew him,
I felt his story had to be told—
before it was lost forever.
And what a story it was. Born in
Edinburgh in 1896, McLaren arrived
in Toronto at the age of twelve. Two
years later he was back in Scotland
studying art, which he did for the next
four years, returning to Canada just
before the outbreak of the World War
I. Within months, he enlisted in the
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry and soon found himself in
the front lines, carrying an assortment
of oil paints in a small box palette that
he had designed. He reported to the
company commander, Major Agar
Adamson, who knew all about the
young artist, thanks to a letter he had
received from Professor James Mavor,
a fellow member of the Arts and
Letters Club. Wounded at Lens,
McLaren then joined the recently
formed Comedy Company (it later
became the Dumbells). In October
1916, they arrived in the Vimy area,
where they played to enthusiastic

troops every night during the winter.
They were still in the trenches in
November 1918 when the war ended.
“There was no celebration,” Jack
wrote, “only an incomprehensible
numbness enveloped those of us who
had spent two or three years in the
midst of battle... we just sat down
quietly and looked at each other in
disbelief.”
For a few weeks the Dumbells
continued to perform for enthusiastic
crowds of soldiers and civilians—and
gave a command performance for the
King and Queen of Belgium. They
were back in Canada in 1919 and
within months, Jack was invited to
New York where “the name Princess
Pats was a magic one.” He was lionized
for his work with the Dumbells and
offered a part in a new musical, but
returned to Canada and a forty-four
week cross-country tour, then back to
Broadway for an eight week show
“Biff, Bing, Bang,” that garnered
packed houses and rave reviews.
Jack’s theatrical career ended in
1922 when he returned to Toronto.
He married the following year, and
started an advertising agency. Then, in
1924, he joined the Arts and Letters
Club, and was soon involved in the
club’s spring revues. He remained a
member until his death in 1988.
You’d enjoy looking through J. W.
in our library. It includes examples of
Jack’s paintings and caricatures, stories
of Sam McLaughlin, Jousuf Karsh and
others, and best of all, some of the
magnificent linocuts published in Our
Great Ones (Ryerson Press 1932), with
biographical notes by Merrill
Denison and a foreword by E. J.
Pratt. We thank John McLaren for
this fine book and for the loan of a
1965 CBC video celebrating Jack and
his fellow Dumbells—shown for the
first time at the club at Vimy night,
earlier this month.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

New Members
continued from page 2

design. His international experience has
taken him to Canada, the United States,
China, Mexico, Hong Kong and
Greece. Antonio is the Chair of the
Toronto Society of Architects. Currently
he is working on several large urban
design projects and ongoing sculpture
work. He is an active participant of the
“Second Floor Collective.”
The Executive Committee has
accepted the change of status
suggested by Kay Montgomery and
Rob Prince, Co-Chairs of the Stage
Committee, that Sheila Craig be
accepted as a Professional member.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:
Page 1:
Page 3:
Page 5:
Page 5:
Page 6:
Page 6:
Page 7:

President’s drawing by
Sevier
Spring Revue ad by
RoseMarie Condon
Looking Back Illustration:
Jack McLaren by Jack
McLaren
John Mighton photograph
courtesy John Mighton
Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
Cyrano image courtesy
David Eng
Photography Group
photograph by Angel Di
Zhang
The Danish Poet image
courtesy David Eng

Terry Murray, author of Faces on places:
a grotesque tour of Toronto, a guide to
architectural carvings on buildings
around the city, will be presenting a
talk on “The grotesque face of
Toronto” to the Toronto Branch of the
Royal Heraldry Society of Canada in
the Board Room on Saturday 21st
April at 3:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m., tea and
coffee following, to which all members
of the Club are invited, no charge.
Editor:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter
April 2007
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
The Art Committee is pleased to
advise visual artists in the Club that
the criteria for being designated as a
professional (P) has been refined and
revised. You may have joined the Club
a number of years ago and may now be
eligible for a change of status under the
new criteria, a copy of which is
available from the office.
The criteria for artist members
having an exhibition, solo or duo, in
the Club has also been redefined and
you can obtain a copy of the criteria
from Naomi in the Club office.
Please read the Guidelines for
entering Club Exhibitions available on
the piano in the Lounge along with
identification labels to stick on the
back of your work if required. We’re
working on another system of
exhibition entry forms. We know how
tedious it is writing in triplicate! Bear
with us a little longer, please.
If you are interested in assisting the
Art Committee with show installations
on an Art Hanging Saturday morning
we would appreciate your help.

ordered a cake for George Thompson who will be 90 this month and which we
all enjoyed. Gwen, thank you again for a super weekend and Happy Birthday to
you on March 29th.
George Thompson writes: Just a note of appreciation to all those most congenial
Club members with whom I enjoyed a wonderful weekend at Westwind Inn,
Buckhorn and especially the Birthday Cake for me. It was a most unexpected
surprise as I wasn’t aware that anyone knew of my birthday. Thank you for your
thoughtfulness.

OUTDOOR SKETCHING
As a group we are alive and well. The good news is that we have volunteer hosts
for most of this year’s season. Mark your calendar for the following:
June 16—John (Margaret Ludwig’s son) and Marsha Ludwig’s farm
July14—Else and John Joy
August 11—Duby and Joan Dubros
September—Open. Any volunteers?
October—TBA—Westwind Inn
Maps and information will appear on the bar piano in due time. Call Gwen Jones
for further information at 416-698-6025 or if you plan to join us. We sketch
during the morning and then enjoy a pot-luck lunch. All club members are very
welcome.

Centenary Photo Directory

Upcoming Exhibitions:

Joan VanDuzer and George Garlock

Mary Corelli Solo

This project is at the starting gate! Please respond to the enclosed
questionnaire and send your responses via email to the dedicated address for
this project photodirectory@artsandlettersclub.ca
If email is not available, fill in the questionnaire and send in to Naomi.
Photos—if you have a digital head and shoulders shot you can send that via
email as well. If not, there will be photo sessions listed at the bar.
Any volunteers with a digital camera who could do one session?
Contact Joan at joanvanduzer@sympatico.ca
Thanks for your input. It won’t be anything without you! Get your form in
a.s.a.p. Collection of data end of May.

York Wilson Retrospective
Arctic Quest
Members’ Summer Show with a
theme—“Water”—and a small show of
Oz Schenk “water” paintings in the
Lounge
Zora Buchanan
Chair, Art Committee

Outdoor Sketching
at the Westwind Inn
Margaret Florence Ludwig writes:
Three cheers for Gwen Jones who
organized a wonderful weekend at
Westwind Inn in Buckhorn, in March.
The weather there was refreshing and
exhilarating, the food great, and the
hospitality excellent, a good painting
outing for our group of 24. Gwen
4
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TOWN HALL MEETING
April 4, 2007, at 5.30 p.m.
All members are welcome.

Agenda:
The revised Manual of Rules and Conduct
Member questions to the Board and Officers

Members’ Dinner

WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

Please reserve Members’ Dinner in advance
with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail) or directly at ext. 3.

Ad Lib

Bar 6:00 p.m.; Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $26.50, payable in advance
(cash, cheque, Visa or MasterCard)

Thursday, April 19

SURPRISINGLY HAPPENING
Friday, April 6: Cancelled. Closed for Good Friday.
If you want to receive the (irregular) weekly Ad Lib email
update, please contact michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
Friday, April 13, 8 p.m.

JAMMIN’ ON THE ONE.POINT.ONE
(new format)
Sketch, Improv, & Open Mic Stand-Up!
JOTO.O is an audience-driven, fly-by-the-seat-of-your-pants
set of coached improv games and scenes (a la “Whose Line
Is It Anyway?”). Founded by acting member Stevie J
(Johnston), and Bad Dog Theatre’s Ray Smith and Damon
Lum.
Friday, April 20, 6 p.m.

THE INAUGURAL AD LIB ROUNDTABLE:
What does it all mean?
A go big or stay home discussion about the biggest
questions out there. Art, fiction, poetry, music, love, faith, 42,
philosophy … Where have you found your clues? Do you
have the answer?

John Mighton, award-winning playwright, is our guest for
this month’s Members’ Dinner.
For Half Life, recently remounted at Canstage, he was
honoured with the Siminovitch Prize in Theatre for
Playwriting and the Governor General’s Award for Drama.
His plays have been performed across Canada, as well as in
the United States, Japan and Europe. For the past 8 years,
Dr. Mighton, a professor in Mathematics at U. of T., has
coordinated JUMP, Junior Undiscovered Math Prodigies
Project, to help children learn math and has published The
Myth of Ability on the same subject. The interplay between
imaginative and scientific impulses is a recurring theme in
his work. Join us on April 19 for an evening of inspiration
with this versatile Canadian.

Friday, April 27
Deferred.
See the annual A&L Club Spring Revue!
“Ad Lib” happens afterwards, in the lounge.
And coming up on Friday, May 4, 8 p.m.

THE AESTHETICS OF MURDER
A Prof. Betty Trott, Philosophy psycho-exploration.
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are feature start times.
Your ideas for an Ad Lib programme, etc.:
please contact Michael.Symonds@Sympatico.ca
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca,
or call 416-597-0223 ext. 1, by 10 a.m., each Friday.
Michael.Symonds@Sympatico.ca
April 2007
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Club Nights

Film Night

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Monday, April 2
A Showcase Performance Reading of

Wednesday, April 11

SUNSHINE AND SHADOWS
Created and Presented by
JAMES B. DOUGLAS
Actor, Writer, Producer
Distinguished Star of Stage
Screen and Radio
You Are Invited to Spend
“A Delightful Evening With
Stephen Leacock”

Monday, April 9
Valerie Mero-Smith, soprano and Ruth Morawetz, piano.
Two of our own Club members will be heard in a program of
opera hits from Verdi to Gershwin: an entertaining evening
of your opera favorites. Come, relax and enjoy!
Monday, April 16

LES TIBBLES AT 90
A TRIBUTE IN WORDS AND MUSIC
Penelope Cookson presents a tribute to her father, Les
Tibbles, Artist and Club Member for 40 Years. Les was
Chairman of the Art Committee for two terms, served on the
Executive, and for many years, organized Outdoor Sketching
which he loved to do: “We had a great time—a lot of
wonderful people came on those trips.” Penelope will be
joined by Mirela Tafaj (soprano), Geoffrey Butler (tenor), and
pianist Brahm Goldhamer. Poet Rae Crossman and
clarinetist Tilly Kooyman will perform a new work by
R Murray Schafer.
Monday, April 23
NO Club Night dinner tonight
Monday, April 30

MARY TUCK CORELLI
SOLO
EXHIBITION OPENING
Places, Faces,
Creatures, Spaces
Mary Tuck Corelli invites you to this exhibition of recent
paintings. Mary will reminisce about her maritime studies
with Alex Colville, Lawren Harris, and Montreal years with
Arthur Lismer, and Cosgrove. She will speak about her years
in England, her commercial illustration work, and her 30
years as a full time instructor at OCAD. Retired now, she
travels extensively with her paint box when not working in
her studio or at the clubs on figurative subjects.
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Cyrano de Bergerac (1990), starring Gérard Depardieu, Anne
Brochet and Vincent Perez
Director: Jean-Paul Rappeneau
Based on the classic play by Edmond Rostand about the
17th century playwright and soldier, this is one of the finest
film adaptations of a theatre work. The film is in French with
English subtitles from a verse translation by Anthony
Burgess.

Photography Group
The April meeting of the
Photography Group will be
on Thursday, April 12th at
6 p.m. The April meeting
time and theme will be
determined at the March
22nd meeting. For more
information, please contact
Andrew Sookrah.
A photograph by Angel Di
Zhang shown at the
February meeting of the
Photography Group; the
theme was Something small.

WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Literary Tables

Music Wednesdays

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Tuesday, April 3

Wednesday, April 4
NORINE BURGESS, mezzo-soprano
WILLIAM AIDE, piano
In a program of Haydn canzonettas, folksong arrangements
by Benjamin Britten and a performance of Robert Fleming’s
“The Confession Stone”—a wonderful cycle written
originally for Maureen Forrester.

HUGH BREWSTER

“At Vimy Ridge”
On his new book on Vimy
Tuesday, April 10

MAUREEN SCOTT HARRIS

“Poetry and Place”
Maureen Harris will read her poetry
and speak on the role of “place” in poetry
Tuesday, April 17

PETER HARRIS

“The Power of Absence:
Holocaust Memorials in a United Germany”
Tuesday, April 24

ANNE PILGRIM

“The Female Bildungsroman in Jane Austen’s Northanger
Abbey and Barbara Pym’s Excellent Women”

Screen Writers
Friday, April 27
Screening and discussion of the 15-minute short film The
Danish Poet, winner of Best Animated Short at this year’s
Genie Awards and Academy Awards. The film is by Montreal
filmmaker Torill Kove and narrated by Liv Ullmann.

Wednesday, April 11

YOSUKE KAWASAKI, violin
VADIM SEREBRYANY, piano
They are offering their program from Weill Hall, Carnegie,
New York City. Vadim has played for us before with great
success. Come and hear this very persuasive duo in a
program of Takemitsu, Carter, Mozart and Beethoven.
Wednesday, April 18
CHARLENE SANTONI, soprano
Charlene is a pupil of the renowned Mary Morrison. This is a
return engagement for this young soprano who is
completing her Master’s degree at U of T.

Writer’s Table
Please note that due to Good Friday there will be no Writer’s
Table for the month of April.
Look for our two high profile speakers coming in May and
June. In May Dr. Ruth Baron will be speaking on
Naturopathic Medicine and her new book. In June Dr. John
Frei will be talking featuring his work.
We will be meeting in the LAMPSroom going forward.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, April 10 in the
LAMPSroom at 4 p.m. Dipak Mazumdar will speak on the
life and works of one of the world’s foremost poets—
Rabindranath Tagore, who received the Nobel Prize for
Literature. Mazumdar is an academic and economist who
has taught at locations around the world, and has written
seven books on Economics. Versed in the Bengali language
and culture, Dipak will read translations from the last 4 years
of Tagore’s life/work. Don’t miss this invaluable opportunity!
For further information, please contact Margo Hunt (416)
925-8922
April 2007
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Painters

2

3

4

5

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

6
GOOD
FRIDAY
CLUB IS
CLOSED

7

8
Painters

9

10

11

12

13

14

EASTER
MONDAY
CLUB IS OPEN
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon
Poetry Group
4:00 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

15
Painters

16

17

Membership
Cttee Mtg
5:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

22
Painters

23
No Club
Dinner Night

Lit Table Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

24
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
SPRING REVUE
Opening Night

29
Painters

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
TOWN HALL
MEETING
5:30 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

18
Painters Studio
Music Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

25
Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday
SPRING REVUE

LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
1:30 p.m.

19
LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
New Members
Reception
5:15 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
Members Dinner
7:00 p.m.

26
LAMPSlunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
SPRING REVUE

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

20

21

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

27
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Screenwriters
Gp 12 noon
SPRING REVUE
Ad Lib

28
Art Hanging
SPRING REVUE

30
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, April 13, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
As reported by John Lawson,
the Chair of the Centenary
Committee, plans are moving
along well. This month you have
a tantalizing glimpse of the
wonderful history book that will
launch our year of celebration.
Order forms will be coming to
you soon.
We had a small but dedicated
group in the Great Hall for our
Town Hall meeting on April 4. Philip Mathias, Chair of
our Constitution Committee and the committee reviewing
our Manual of Rules and Conduct took us through the new
rules and made us aware of changes. There are some changes
recommended and corrections to be made, but I think this
will be ready for distribution at the AGM on June 14.
I found it interesting that a number of professional
members of the Club brought up the issue of the
percentages that are in the Constitution. Our 60:40 split is
being questioned. One of the points raised, was how can
we honour and recognise the professional members, and
maintain the artistic and literary history of the Club, and
yet allow new applicants, who are patrons of the arts to
join. In today’s world, where it is harder to support yourself
as a professional, should we be less stringent? Or is our
current balance unattainable?
All good thoughts, and I know we have been there
before. But considering how many Clubs are in difficulty,
should we revisit this? We have many creative members who
cannot be described as Professional but still give a great deal
to the Club. We have engineers who are actors and painters,
doctors who help on stage. Do we need to so strenuously
guard the 60:40 split or should we move it down to 50:50?
Needless to say, there will be lots of discussion on this before
any move is considered. I know this is opening another can
of worms, but financially it would benefit the Club to allow
more people to join, and we could bring in some of the
good people currently on our wait list.
Remember to send in your Bio for the Centenary
directory, images can be digital and sent electronically, via
hard copy, or if you are in the neighbourhood come to the
Club and say Hello!
Lorna Kelly
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Members News
Angel Di Zhang will have a solo
exhibition of her complete
photographic series Do Models Have
Souls? May 3–27, 2007 as a part of the
month long CONTACT Photography
festival. Images from the series have
been exhibited in the USA, China, and
at Ad Lib, but this is the first time that
the entire series will be exhibited in
one location. Club curator Barbara
Mitchell has written the Forward to
the 50-page catalogue. Opening
Thursday May 3 from 7:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. Exhibition continues May
4–27 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m., Room
207, The Gladstone Hotel, 1214
Queen Street West Toronto.
www.VividArtist.com
Also, May 5–June 10 several of Angel
Di Zhang’s Vermillion Wings
photographs will appear in the art101
gallery group exhibition Photographic
Memory. These photographs were
exhibited in March at ATHICA in the
USA and received favourable reviews,
including from Flagpole and Marquee.
Art101 gallery at Upcountry, 310 King
Street East, Toronto. Mon–Fri 10–8
Sat 10–6 Sun 12–5.
Ann Lazare-Mirvish and Ed Mirvish
were honored in January by the
governments of over 60 nations for
their lifetime of contribution to the
arts. The ceremony was held in New
York City and their son David was in
attendance to receive the honor.
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig, usually
working in London, after 2 group
shows in NYC in Sept and Oct 06 was
awarded an 18 month Fellowship by
the Senior Editor of Art in America,
the publisher of The Brooklyn Rail, and
the head of Photography at NYU
Tisch, beginning March 2007 with
A.I.R. Gallery in NYC, where she will
have a Solo show in 07, and will host
an art and music evening street event
sponsored by the gallery in 08.
Juggling family and profession in 3
cities, she has just juried the Artscape
International Residency at GPCA, and
on our Art Committee is choosing our
2
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Exhibition Jury and Monday night
speakers until 2008. Katherine is
giving a painting workshop in Alliston
in Sept 07.
www.katherinedolgyludwig.com
As part of the Asian Heritage Month
celebrations, the CNIB is hosting an
English tea party on Sunday, June 3,
2007 at 2:00 p.m. Prior to the tea
Nancy Kee will be giving a short talk
on its history and etiquette. The fundraiser for the CNIB and AHM will
also feature Master Lai’s talk on Feng
Shui, displays from the Bata museum
and other entertainments. For more
information on the event, please
contact Nancy Kee at 905-459-6020
or nekee@rogers.com.
Zora Buchanan has had 3 paintings
accepted into the SCA 50th
Anniversary All Members’ Juried
Exhibition in the Leighton Art Centre,
Calgary. May 12–July 3, 2007. One of
her works has been selected to put on
the invitation. Zora’s work is also part
of an exhibition at the Joseph D.
Carrier Art Gallery in an SCA
Exhibition continuing the celebration
of 50 years of SCA April 5–30.
Kay Montgomery reports that the
recent production by East Side Players
of Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf acquired many kudos at
the recent Awards Gala of the
Association of Community Theatres of
Central Ontario (ACT-CO). The play
was directed and designed by Julian
Mulock, with Naomi Hunter as
Assistant Director; Julian received
nominations for best director as well as
for set design. Two of Julian’s four
actors were awarded a THEA (the
name of ACT-CO’s award) and the
Company was awarded a THEA for
‘Best production—drama.’ The
production was also chosen by ACTCO to represent the Association at the
Theatre Ontario Festival in May in
Newmarket—in competition with
productions chosen to represent the
other Ontario regions.
Martha Spence, as a member artist of
Atelier S, is presenting a vocal recital
on May 2nd at 7:30 p.m. at College

Street United Church, 454 College St.
W. The program will include a concert
aria by Mozart, selections from
Mahler’s Des Knaben Wunderhorn
and will feature “La Mort de
Cleopatre” by Berlioz. Violinist Joenne
Dumitrascu will also be performing.
For further concert and ticket
information, please call 416-927-9105
or e-mail atelier.s@sympatico.ca.
Bruce Ferreira-Wells will be
conducting walking historical tours of
the neighbourhoods of Hillcrest, Casa
Loma, Christie and St Clair West. He
is a member and volunteer of the
Community Historical Project and the
tours are a fundraiser for the new
museum being constructed at Bathurst
and Davenport, called The Tollkeepers
Cottage. Each tour will be different.
May 6, 13, 20, 27 at 2:00 p.m. from
the museum site. For information call
Bruce 416-317-7090.
Club Members will pay tribute to
distinguished contralto, Maureen
Forrester, on Wednesday May 9 at
2 p.m. in Belmont House. Pianist
Ruth Morawetz has invited music
critic and writer, Dr. Joseph So to
introduce the event and the performers
will be Jean Edwards, Valerie MeroSmith and William Orlowski, Founder
of the National Tap Co.
On Thursday May 17 Canadian
Cabaret performs at a gala celebration
marking the 40th anniversary of
heritage conservation by the Ontario
Heritage Trust. The Honourable
Lincoln M. Alexander is Chairman of
the Board of Directors and William
W. Buchanan serves on the Board.
Lincoln Alexander’s 85th birthday will
be celebrated at this time. Music
Director for this event is Ruth
Morawetz and singers Michael
Burgess and Gerald Isaac will be
performing.
Soprano Valerie Mero-Smith and
Mississauga Symphonia present an
operatic event and live original art
auction in support of the Make-AWish Foundation on May 23rd 2007,
continued on page 3

Members News
continued from page 2

7:00 p.m. Capitol Theatre, 2492
Yonge Street. For more information
please call Valerie at 416-937-8576
Olja Müller has a solo exhibition of
her costumed figures entitled Looking
in Sunderland Hall at the First
Unitarian Congregation of Toronto, at
175 St. Clair Avenue W. just west of
Avenue Road. The show runs May 6
to May 27, 2007. The Opening
Reception is Sunday, May 6 from
12–3 p.m.
Your invited! John Rammell reports
that the life of Mavor Moore will be
celebrated Monday May 7th, 2007, at
CanStage’s Bluma Appel Theatre,
Front St. with a 6:30 p.m. cash bar
reception, a 7:30 p.m. curtain-up and
a get-together afterwards in the upper
lobby of the theatre. Those who have
memories or anecdotes about Mavor
should send them via http:/
mavormoorememorial.spaces.live.com/
or via email
mavormoorememorial@hotmail.com
or mail to MM Memorial 312 Wright
Ave. Toronto, ON M6R 1L9.

New Members
Barbara (Wright) George is a freelance, full-time editor of various
publications, editing technical
documents and several novels, five
books of poetry and a revision of
Haggadah for Browser Books
Publishing, San Francisco and an art
magazine that she edits as needed. She
has written various articles and book
reviews. She has been a full time
gallery owner, weaver and
watercolorist. Barbara was a violinist
for 25 years and played in various
amateur and semi-professional
orchestras and chamber music
ensembles. Sponsored by Donald
Sutherland and Peter Webb.
Yetvart (Ed) Garbis Yaghdjian was
born in Cairo, Egypt. From a very
young age he studied over a period of
20 years at the atelier of Master Painter

A. Zorian. He attended Cairo
University and Leonardo Da Vinci
School of Art. After moving to Canada
he settled in Toronto and attended the
University of Toronto graduating with
a 4 year B.A. with a major in French
and a minor in Art. His most recent
painting exhibit was with the Portrait
Society of Canada International
Portrait Competition 2006 where he
won first prize. Sponsored by Veronica
Tsyglan and James MacDougall.
Dharam P. Malik is an Architect and
a Planner and Urban Designer. He has
a number of degrees from Harvard
University, M.I.T. in Cambridge,
Massachusetts as well as Delhi
University, India. He was in private
practice in Toronto from 1970 to
2003. His firm, Project Planning
Global Inc., offers conceptual,
advisory and consulting services to
development companies and
municipalities. Sponsored by George
Hume and Rollo Myers.
Sachi Mukerji has a master’s degree in
English Literature and is a partner in
Upsidedown Communications, a
marketing communications firm. He is
an advertising copywriter and a creative
director. Sachi is a writer of fiction,
travel and poetry and has been
published in India, England and the
United States. He is currently working
on his first novel. Sponsored by Andrew
Sookrah and Douglas Purdon.
Paula Wilkie. Paula has had many
years of acting experience, performing
in at least three to four productions
each year since 1979. Prior to that she
had acting experience in Australia. She
has performed with the Civic Light
Opera, Amicus, Scarborough Music
Theatre, Curtain Call Players and East
Side Players as well as many other local
groups. She recently appeared in the
Arts and Letters production “Stillborn
Lover” at Hart House Theatre.
Sponsored by Kay Montgomery and
Martin Hunter.
Editor:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
The Members’ Spring Show graces the
walls of the Great Hall and Lounge
until the end of the month. Thank you
to jurors Dorothy Mould, Gerry
Sevier and Marjorie Pepper. At 8:30
a.m. on Saturday the installation crew
consisting of Doug Purdon, Barbara
Mitchell, Marvyne Jenoff, Gwen
Jones, Kenneth Flitton and yours truly
under the direction of Marjorie Pepper
secured all the paintings to the walls,
finishing at 10:30 a.m. in good time for
the Artists’ Brunch. Twenty six artists
attended the Brunch and thoroughly
enjoyed Paul Sanderson, lawyer and
entertainer who talked about copyright
and answered our numerous questions.
At the open forum following, a number
of excellent ideas were put forward,
some of which the Art Committee plan
to implement in the next few months.
The YORK WILSON
GEOMETRICS SHOW will be in the
Club from May 22 to June 9. This is
an important exhibition and we will
open it to the public on the afternoon
of Thursday June 7. More information
about this exciting show can be found
under Club Nights.
Zora Buchanan
The Art Committee is looking for a
laptop computer. We don’t need a
state of the art version, as it will only
be used for word processing, either a
Window’s 98 or XP would suffice.
Any member wishing to donate one
can contact Doug Purdon (416)
759-3126.
An ART AUCTION to celebrate our
CENTENARY will be held on
Saturday, December 1, 2007 from
1 p.m.–5 p.m.
An auction of Fine Art provides an
ideal opportunity for ALL Club
Members to support our 100th
anniversary. Since the LAMPS Room
bears the acronym of our professional
disciplines, the restoration of this
room dovetails perfectly into the spirit
of the Club’s Centenary. It is obvious
that this room needs attention. With

continued on page 4
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LOOKING BACK

Singing the club’s constitution at the annual general meeting, 1928, by Arthur Lismer.

“Annual meeting and dinner at A&LC
tonight was one long triumph….
There were about 110 present, and
almost everyone stayed to the very end,
so novel and entertaining was the
program.” So wrote M.O. Hammond
in his journal on October 21, 1922. “I
was elected to Executive... We had a
ceremonial march in our robes to head
table for Executive and after the new
Executive was announced, the old one
filed off stage and out the back stairs to
the sound of [the] dead march! A little
later, the new Executive was called in
and we filed to stage with plaudits.”
It must have been fun—although
fun is not a word that leaps to mind
these days when we hear that another
AGM is approaching. But in the club’s
earliest years, part of the excitement had
to do with politics. It was not unusual
for several men to be nominated for
president and this elicited lots of
controversy. A few months before the
annual meeting in 1916, for instance,
Hammond met with Alan Sullivan and
E.J. Hathaway to discuss the upcoming
election. Sullivan opted for a young
man as president because, he said, the
club “had got into a bad rut”—and this
when it was only eight years old! But
the man elected was Dr. James
MacCallum who defeated architect
Fred Wickson and artist C.W. Jefferys.
When Vincent Massey ran
successfully for re-election in 1921, he
defeated six opponents who had run
mainly for fun. The place was packed,
as an internationally known musician,
Arthur Friedheim, “once a pupil of
Liszt,” performed a clever skit on stage
4
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to amuse the 125 members on hand
for dinner, with more arriving later.
The following year’s AGM featured
Massey’s brilliant doggerel as he ended
his two-year presidency after which, to
roars of approval, members heard for
the first time Healey Willan’s version
of the club’s constitution, set to
plainsong. The evening concluded
with a skit by journalist Fred Jacob
about the temperance act and
censorship. With the refrain, “Here
come the damn police,” Arthur
Lismer, as a policeman and busybody,
attempted to trim a piece of paper “cut
like drawers” over the centre portion
of George Reid’s painting of a nude
girl.
At the 1926 AGM, the
entertainment went on until after
1:00 a.m. There was more of the same
at the 1933 meeting—“about 100

present, including lots of old timers, so
it was a fine visiting night.... Several
selections on our two grands by Reg
Godden and Scott Malcolm, and a
one-act play was good fun.”
Of course, this fun and music didn’t
continue forever. In 1970, when Bill
Swinton’s first year as president drew
to a close, the AGM erupted into
name-calling and insults, all due to
financial concerns and the loss that
year of thirty-seven members. Swinton
refused to continue for his second
year—and the new executive
committee decided that at future
AGMs the bar would remain closed
until the business meeting concluded.
A wise decision indeed.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back
through the club’s first 100 years. A
comprehensive history of the club
will be published later this year to
celebrate our centenary in 2008. The
Publication Committee is now
compiling a list of people and
organizations to notify about this
book. If you know of anyone—a
former member, a descendant of a
former member, etc.—who might be
interested, would you kindly provide
us with contact information? Please
e-mail Nancy or George Kee.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS continued from page 3
all of us participating we hope to raise sufficient funds to restore the fireplace,
renew the walls and add appropriate lighting. All the better to enjoy our Club Art
Collection!
This event will feature two activities in one afternoon. The Annual Christmas
silent auction, which is sponsored by the Art Committee and will have been on
show since November 12, will close at 2:30 p.m. This will be followed by the live
auction at 3 p.m. of larger more valuable works. These works will be available for
viewing from 1 p.m.
All members are invited to donate at least one work of art for sale at either of
the auctions. Art works need not have been created by a member and friends may
also donate. Please search your garage, attic, studio and closets for A.Y. Jacksons,
Cassons and lost family portraits. A Karsh photograph would not be refused,
neither would a Rodin sculpture.
Due to space restrictions we can only sell a limited number of tickets. Tickets
are $25 and include wine, refreshments and hors d’oeuvres. We encourage you to
invite guests who you believe will bring added value to the Auction.

continued on page 5

CURATOR’S CORNER

Façade—14 Elm Street

Armand Tatossian R.C.A. (1948–)
oil on canvas 24 x 20 inches
Gift of Leon and Johanna Katz 1998
This painting of the facade of the old
St. George’s Hall building at 14 Elm
Street was languishing in our third
floor art storage cupboard. Here was a
lovely image of our beloved clubhouse
bathed in pure sunlight inviting us to
hurry through its doors. Surely, I
thought, the piece must have an
interesting provenance. An inscription
by the artist dated June 10, 1979 on
the back of the canvas thanks Leon
Katz for a “marvelous visit to
Toronto.” In 1998 Leon and Johanna
donated the work along with a signed
biography on the artist to the Club. I
phoned Johanna to find out what she
recalled of the painting’s origins.
In 1964 Johanna bought a Momento
Book for her home in order to record
the musicians and artists met on their
travels or as guests at their frequent
parties. Apparently it took her
husband five years of persistence to
meet Chagall and have him sign her
book. Leon finally secured an
invitation to meet with Chagall in
Saint Paul de Vence, France, where
Leon was a supporting member of the
famous Saint Paul de Vence Museum.
One year they flew to Nice for
Chagall’s 85th birthday celebration.
To promote art in Toronto during
the 1960’s, ’70’s and ’80’s the couple

often had exhibitions in their
apartment where they took down their
own collection in order to display an
artist’s work. At one of their parties
they heard about this interesting
Quebec painter named Armand
Tatossian. Intrigued they decided to
travel to Montreal and find him.
Joanna remembers they found a man
of great humility who was very down
to earth. As Leon spoke eight
languages, he conversed with Tatossian
in French.
Johanna remembered the occasion of
Tatossian’s first visit had been an art
exhibition which her husband helped
organize and to which they invited
Tatossian. Being gregarious hosts they
also took him to the McMichael Gallery
where he painted Tom Thomson’s shack.
The following day they took him to the
Arts and Letters Club as he was an out of
town member. On this particular visit he
got very excited about the architecture
and history of the building, particularly
fascinated by the arch in the façade and
announced that he intended to paint it.
The next day, a Saturday, they returned
with Tatossian back to 14 Elm Street
where he set up an easel and a folding
chair (borrowed from his hosts) directly
across the street from the Club and in
front of the Steakhouse. He proceeded to
paint for three to four hours with great
mutterings and enthusiastic gestures.
Apparently everybody walking by was
looking at him and asking what he was
doing, but he only saw the Club.
Johanna says his concentration was so
intense it was impossible to interrupt
him. “Nothing, not even the most
beautiful woman, could distract him,”
she recounts. After the three friends
returned to the Katz apartment
Tatossian made a gift of the work to
Leon, who considered him a genius, and
Johanna was reminded of a story about
Michelangelo because by the end of
Tatossian’s work day she says he was so
totally spent, so completely exhausted
that he could not do anything for several
hours, not even talk.
Leon’s philosophy of collecting art
is a fitting end to this story. As he put
it to Johanna. “Other people go out to

buy a drink, we go out to buy a
painting. Some people collect names
and some people collect art. We
collect art.” Leon felt one must pay for
every pleasure in life, and if it was art
and it increased in value that was an
unexpected benefit, but he didn’t care
if his works of art appreciated or not.
Barbara Mitchell, Club curator
Many people have enjoyed the new
Curator’s Corner in the Bar since our
curator Barbara Mitchell began writing
about a featured work of art every
month. We now include the postings for
those who enjoyed them and for those
who missed them.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
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The deadline for art registration is
October 15, 2007. Forms of “Intent to
Donate” with all information required
will be available at the Club in June.
The Art Auction Committee:
Richard Moorehouse, Chair, Zora
and Bill Buchanan, John
Blumenson, Barbara Mitchell and
Sue Russell.
John Blumenson

Outdoor Sketching
Update your calendar for this year’s
Outdoor Sketching Schedule:
June 16: Margaret Ludwig’s son and
daughter-in-law; John and Marsha.
For this event kindly call Helen White
at 416-752-1148. For all other events
call Gwen Jones at 416-698-6025
after June 16th.
July 14: John and Else Joy
Aug. 11: Duby and Joan Dubros
Sept. 14–15–16: Paul Hughes and
Duggan and Alistair Melhuish.
Reserve accommodations early for this
weekend at Delawana Inn 1-800-6273387 or Christie’s Mill at 1-800-4659966.
Oct.13: Aubrey and Nancy Russel
Keep an eye on the bar piano for maps
and additional information.
May 2007
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MUSICAL NOTES
“The best laid plans of mice and men gang aft agley.” And of
music committees too! Just as we thought we had the rest of the
season fully booked and battened down, we have had two late
cancellations: May 9 and May 30. So those dates are currently
TBA. Please watch the wonderfully handy Arts and Letters
weekly news of coming events on your e-mail or call Naomi to
find out what treasures the committee has been able to unearth.
The May 2 concert is certainly in the treasure category, as is
club night May 7. John Jull has been a Club treasure for years.
He, on piano, and friend David Sandall, on harpsichord, will
play works by Christoph Scheffrath and J.S. Bach. Monday
evening, May 7, William Aide, our newest Club treasure, will
continue his love affair with our mighty Steinway grand.

Applications and Nominations for the
Board of the Arts and Letters Club
Members who are interested on serving on the Board are
encouraged to advise the Executive, before May 14, 2007.
This is a wonderful opportunity to be involved in the
administration and vision of the Club.
Responses may be left in the Executive mail slot, addressed to
the Nominations Committee.
May 29 and 30, 2007
Karina Rammel, Morna Wales
Peggy Calvert, Lynn Loftus
Glazer Francesca Groves and Sue Nuttal

“Lovely Ladies”

(return engagement)
Conceived, Directed and Staged by Gerald Isaac
Accompanied by Rachad Feizoullaev
In The Great Hall
Show, Beverage and Snacks $20
Please reserve your tickets with Naomi, 416-597-0223
ext. 2 for guaranteed seating. Pay-at-the-door.

THE PAIRING OF WINE AND FOOD
Thursday the 24th of May
Bar at 6:00 for dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Last year’s pairing of wine and food sold out quickly
so mark your calendar now.
The menu, the wine selection and the price, will appear in
the Club’s e-bulletin.

The Club will be participating in DOORS OPEN
TORONTO on Saturday May 26, 2007. Volunteers are invited
to contact Lorna Kelly or Club Manager Fiona McKeown.

WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Literary Tables
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
May 1—WILLIAM BLISSETT
The Comedy of Errors: The judging spectator in the theatre.
May 8—AILEEN BURFORD-MASON
Medicine and the Man:
The medical wit and wisdom of George Bernard Shaw.
May 15—ALEXANDER LEGGATT
Othello:
An introduction to this summer’s Stratford production.
May 22—HUGH MACCALLUM
Poems of love and death by John Donne
May 29—JOHN TERPSTRA
Cabinet maker, poet and writer, reading selections from
twenty-five years of writing poetry and from The Boys or
Waiting for the Electrician’s Daughter, a work of non-fiction.

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, May 2

DAVID SANDALL, harpsichord
JOHN JULL, piano

Two contrasting keyboards playing the music of
J.S. Bach and Christoph Schaffrath
Wednesday, May 9—TO BE ANNOUNCED
Wednesday, May 16—TODD YANIW, piano
A return engagement by this rising young pianist
Wednesday, May 23—FLUTERRA
A first for the Club!
A bevy of flutes, playing 19th- and 20th-century repertoire
Wednesday, May 30—TO BE ANNOUNCED

Writer’s Table
Friday, May 4 —Dr. Ruth Baron will be speaking on
Naturopathic Medicine and her new book. We will be
meeting in the LAMPSroom going forward.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Photography Group
The next meeting of the Photography Group is Tuesday,
May 15 at 6:00 p.m. The topic for discussion and sharing of
works is open and members are welcome to bring any
images they may wish to share. For more information,
please contact Angel Di Zhang.
There will be no screenwriters meeting in May.
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Monday, May 7—WILLIAM AIDE Pianist
Since joining the Club recently, famed pianist William Aide
has provided members with many fine performances, both
as soloist and as collaborative pianist. This evening should
be another fine musical memory.
Monday, May 14

TO BE ANNOUNCED

Watch for details in your e-bulletin
Monday, May 21—NO Club Night due to holiday
Monday, May 28
Opening of an Exhibition of
GEOMETRICS painted by York Wilson RCA
May 22–June 8, 2007
The GEOMETRIC works of York Wilson (1927–1973) have
never before been exhibited in Toronto. The Club is proud
to have the honour of being the first to present these works
to the Members and to the people of Toronto.
On May 28 Lela Wilson will talk about the fascinating origins
of the creation of these works. A departure from the
collages and acrylic paintings that York had been
producing, the story Lela tells of the birth of these works will
leave you, as it did me, in awe of the power of creativity. I
hope that the exhibition in the Club will help to revive the
memory and the paintings of a great abstract artist.

Film Night
Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
May 16—CHILDREN OF MEN (2006)
starring Clive Owen, Julianne Moore, Michael Caine
Director: Alfonso Cuarón
In 2027 when humans can no longer procreate, a British
government bureaucrat (Clive Owen) discovers a pregnant
woman and must bring her to safety.
Based on the novel by P.D. James.

Poetry Group
On Tuesday, May 8 at 3:00 p.m. (kindly note new meeting
time) in the LAMPSroom. The topic will be What does poetry
do for your life? And What can poetry do for the world
today? Attendees may give verbal accounts, or read actual
poems they have written on either or both topics.
For further information, please contact Margo Hunt at
416-925-8922.

Ad Lib
SURPRISINGLY HAPPENING
Friday, May 4, 8 p.m.:

THE AESTHETICS OF MURDER.

Spring is in the air, birds are all a twitter,
and the mind naturally turns to yada yada homicide. It may
sound odd and jarring, but with professor Betty Trott, this
philosophic psychosocial exploration of death by foul play
promises to go for the jugular.
Friday, May 11, 8 p.m.: JAMMIN’ ON THE ONE.
Improv, and Open Sketch and Stand-Up! Now you can
bring a new or classic sketch or stand-up routine to test and
workshop before and after the improv.
Friday, May 18, 7 p.m.: OPERATION ROOFTOP

PATIO: PART II, THE MODELING.

Following Part I, the Brainstorm, rejoin the efforts of club
architects and artists to envision and plan a future, lofty
addition to the club.
Friday, May 25: ANGEL DI ZHANG on ART IN CHINA
Recently returned from a fruitful photographic journey of
the land of her birth, Angel will present her findings on
contemporary Chinese culture and art. Everything from the
village that copies old masters factory style to the 798 artist
area in Beijing that fosters original politically critical
sculpture.
Advance notice: Friday, June 1, 8 p.m.:
A workshop of AN AD LIB PRODUCTION, “Who
Killed the Curator?” by Kathleen Reichelt.
(NOTE: To be staged in full at the Club Night dinner on
Monday, June 25, 2007.)
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are feature start times.
CATERING: Snack & Sandwich Plates, for selection & to
order info@artslettersclub.ca or call 416-597-0223 ext.1, by
10 a.m., each Friday.
To receive the irregular weekly Ad Lib e-mail, or to submit
YOUR ideas for an Ad Lib evening, please contact
Michael.Symonds@sympatico.ca
Everyone is welcome to this eclectic weekly offering of
(mostly) participatory features with fellow members and
guests. What happens is up to you and all the friends you
may bring, meet, and make. Be Here Now.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: Ad for the history book by Jack Steiner
Page 4: Looking back illustration by Arthur Lismer
Page 5: Curator’s Corner photograph courtesy Barbara
Mitchell
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
May 2007
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

6
Painters

7

8

Membership
Cttee 5:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon
Poetry Group
3:00 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

13
Painters

14

15

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

20
Painters

21
VICTORIA DAY
No Club Night
Dinner

27
Painters

28
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Saturday

1

Lit Table Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon

Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.

Friday

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.
Photography
Group 6:00 p.m.

22
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

29
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Lovely Ladies
Performance
8 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Cttee
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

16
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

23
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

30
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday 12
noon
Lovely Ladies
Performance
8 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, May 18, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
1:30 p.m.

17
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

24
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
The Pairing of
Wine and Food
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Group
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

18
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

25
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

19
Art Hanging

26
Doors Open
10 a.m.–5 p.m.

31
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
Recently I
heard of a
potential
member who
looked at the
LAMPSletter,
saw the
schedule of
activities and
realized she
could not
possibly
participate in
all events, and decided not to join the
Club. This has the tone of an urban legend,
but I am sure that many of us feel we want
to see and hear everything, but it is
impossible. We all have other lives.
This month there is the “usual” round of
interesting events, plus the York Wilson
opening, the Annual General Meeting and
the Garden Party. For many these are events
not to be missed. The AGM will give all of
us a chance to review our finances, and
consider a change to the Constitution. The
proposed change was accepted at the May
meeting of the Executive, the motion is
contained within the notice of the meeting.
We need to encourage more members
who contribute much of their lives to the
arts disciplines, although their artistic
activities do not generate the major part of
their income. We will never be another
social club, the whole structure of the Club
promotes and celebrates the Arts. We must
protect this without denying membership
to others active in cultural activities in the
city.
For the Garden Party, on the first day of
summer, let us hope for warm weather and
a wonderful summer evening.
Lorna Kelly
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
will take place on

Thursday, June 14, 2007, at 5.15 p.m.
in the Great Hall.
If any member has business to bring
before the meeting he or she should send
it, in writing, to the Secretary
by 5.00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 30, 2007.
Please attend and enjoy all the traditional
aspects of the evening; The Fanfare by Louis Applebaum,
The singing of the Healey Willan
setting of our original Constitution.
There is also the incentive of the
Cleeve Horne Bar Legacy,
a free drink for all attendees…
and two for the President
Members may attend the meeting only
or stay for the Members’ Dinner, at 7.00 p.m.
for which reservations should be made
with Naomi Hunter at, 416-597-0223, ext. 2.
You will be asked to approve an amendment to
BY-LAW NUMBER ONE:
The provisions of Article 4(b) of By-Law Number One,
entitled the Constitution of The Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto, are amended by striking the words “at least 60%”
and replacing it with the words “a majority.”

Members News
Ray Cattell’s solo show of new
paintings now showing until June 16 at
The Moore Gallery 80 Spadina 4th
Floor Tuesday to Saturday 11:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Questions? 416 239-3402
Rudy Stussi was given a Life
Membership by the Canadian Society
of Painters in Water Colour at a special
ceremony at the LieutenantGovernor’s in May. Rudy will be
exhibiting as part of a group show at
the Atelier Reichlin in Kuessnacht,
Switzerland which opens June 2.
Jean Edwards, soprano, will be
performing in a concert with Norman
Hathaway, violinist, and Brahm
Goldhamer, pianist, at a fund raiser
for the Heliconian Club, 35 Hazelton
Avenue on Friday, May 25 at 8:00 p.m.
Jean will also be performing in a
concert with opera singer, Lee Jameson,
baritone, and Brahm Goldhamer at St.
Luke’s Anglican Church on Caroline
Street West in Creemore, Ontario
Saturday, June 2 at 8:00 p.m. Proceeds
will go to the Church to sponsor future
Gift of Music concerts.
RoseMarie Condon, Paul Gauthier,
Sandra Henderson, John Joy,
Margaret Ludwig, Gerald Sevier,
Andrew Sookrah and Mary Wagler
are exhibiting paintings in Arctic
Quest’s first venue for their traveling
exhibition of Arctic paintings. These
paintings, inspired by their 2006 trip
to Canada’s Northwest Passage and
Greenland aboard the Akademik Ioffe
will be on display at the Legislative
Assembly in Iqaluit, Nunavut
throughout this summer.
Barbara Mitchell reports that artist
Pat Fairhead was the featured speaker
at a scholarship luncheon on May 9 at
the Women’s Art Association, 23
Prince Arthur Avenue. Speaking about
her long painting career, Pat showed a
retrospective selection of slides of her
work. During question period a guest
inquired if there was a book available
about her work. There is no such book,
but a good idea was suggested.
2
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Pat Fairhead will be exhibiting at
Paint Muskoka May 29 to June 26,
each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Pat will also be exhibiting in a
group exhibition also at Muskoka
Place Gallery. Opening Saturday June
9, 2007 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Continuing to June 23. Muskoka
Place Gallery, 1182 Foreman Road,
Port Carling. Gayle Dempsey 705765-1048. mci@artsinmuskoka.com
In July, Pat will be teaching a
Watercolour Course at Canadore
College, Parry Sound. Call Jocelyn
Shipman at 705-746-9222.
David Skene-Melvin was elected
Vice-President, 2007–2008, Toronto
Branch, Royal Heraldry Society of
Canada, at the Branch’s recent AGM.
David Skene-Melvin has donated in his
name and that of his late wife, Ann
Rothery, to the City of Toronto, (Market
Gallery, Toronto Culture), two paintings
of Toronto landmarks by Club members:
The Last House on Walton Street by the late
Franklin “Archie” Arbuckle and Kew
Cottage by Douglas Purdon. These
paintings will be hung in rotation in
various City of Toronto venues.
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig will be
exhibiting 40 watercolor portraits at
the National Arts Club in NYC on
June 7th at 6:00 p.m. in an exhibition
entitled freedom2BRselves, in
collaboration with children at New
York City’s Public School 145 and
Toronto’s Forest Hill Public School.
New paintings in NYC are at
www.katherinedolgyludwig.com.
On Friday June 1 Susan Ioannou will
be reading from her new book of
poems about—of all things!—geology
and mining, Looking Through Stone,
along with poets Merle Nudelman and
Glen Downie, at the I.V. Lounge, 326
Dundas Street West (across from the
AGO), 8:00 p.m.
On June 1, 2, and 3 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. visual artists Diane Krüger and
Gary Stark will be showing their work
at the Highlands Nordic Centre 1182
Concession 10, Duntroon, Ontario as
guests of the Blue Mountain

Foundation for the Arts on the 19th
annual studio tour. Gary Stark: 416
895-7536 or 705 446-0343
In recognition of many years of
involvement as a Director and
Treasurer of the Society of Canadian
Artists Bill Buchanan was elected an
honorary member of the Society at its
Annual Meeting on May 5, 2007.
Monika Uesson-Talpak will receive
the Ontario Volunteer Award from
the Honourable Mike Colle,
Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration, on Wednesday June
20, 2007 at Premier Ballroom &
Convention Centre. Monika will
receive a lapel pin in recognition of
her commitment and dedication as a
volunteer in Ontario.
An exhibition of art works by the late
Anne Meredith Barry will be running
at The Rooms Provincial Art Gallery,
St. John’s NL from May
11–September 30, 2007. Entitled
“Anne Meredith Barry: Natural
Energies,” the exhibition has been
guest curated by Patricia Grattan. His
Honour, the Honourable Edward
Roberts, ONL., QC, Lieutenant
Governor of Newfoundland and
Labrador, officially opened the
exhibition on May 11th, 2007. For
more information you can go to their
website: www.therooms.ca
Angel Di Zhang’s collaborative
drawings with R. Montalban will be
exhibited at Redux Contemporary Art
Center, 136 St. Philip Street Charleston,
SC as a part of the multidisciplinary
exhibition and concert series The
Exquisite Corpse May 25 to June 8. The
exhibition celebrates the Surrealist
drawing technique used by writers,
artists, and musicians which allows
multiple individuals the opportunity to
create a single work of art.
Zora Buchanan is exhibiting her collages
in the Scollard Street Gallery, 112
Scollard Street. (Lower level) Grand
Opening Reception for the Gallery
Artists Thursday, June 7 from 5 p.m.–
9 p.m. RSVP by May 31, 647-436-9784
email info@scollardstreetgallery.com

New Members
Donna Goldman is a graduate of
Brandeis University achieving a B.A.
in Art History. Since then she has been
an editor, writer and publisher. She is a
member of the Editors Association of
Canada and the Freelance Editors
Association. At present Donna is
working directly with an author on the
writing, editing and subsequent
publication of a 26-chapter book. She
has worked in television as a host and
producer. Sponsored by Jack Carr and
Betsy Carr.
Enid Rae Maclachlan served time as a
photographer in the English Royal
Navy during the Second World War.
She then taught fine art at high school.
She holds a diploma in design from
the Ealing School of Art. Enid
exhibited her drawings at the Women’s
Art Association in 2003. She is a
volunteer at the Art Gallery of Ontario
where she assists with Exhibition
installations. Sponsored by Donald
Fraser and Scott James.
Jennifer Young studied at both York
and Queens University to obtain an
honors degree in English and History.
She attained additional qualifications
in Librarianship from the Ministry of
Education that enabled her to qualify
as a school librarian, a position that
required much story telling. She has
also taught in Germany and in France.
For six years she was Chair of the
Prueter Art Collection Committee, the
Etobicoke Board’s collection of original
Canadian art and artifacts. Sponsored
by Brian Parker and Wilfred Lockett.
Kathleen F. Reichelt has a B.A. in
Cultural Studies at Trent University.
She has taken foundation studies at
Ontario College of Art and has had
both solo and group exhibitions for
the last four years. She has also worked
in professional theatre as a writer,
director, producer, actor and stage
manager. Kathleen has had
commercial arts experience in graphic
design, animation and television.
Sponsored by Farhad Nargol-O’Neill
and Andrew Sookrah.

Christine Chown is interested in
drawing, painting and music, both
piano and choral. As a psychiatric
nurse she is interested in Art Therapy.
She has taught painting and studied
with many fine artists in the USA,
Europe and Canada. Christine has
exhibited her work in many shows in
southern Ontario. She has participated
in several weekend painting events
with Club members. Sponsored by
Helen White and Zora Buchanan.
Please welcome back to the Arts and
Letters Club Ralph Blend who was a
member 1984–1990. Ralph is a retired
physician who is interested in music
and drawing.

Obituary
ALAN CARRIE
He was a kind and gentle man with a
ready smile and a willing way. A member
of the club since 1986 Alan’s artistic
interest was photography. His works
graced our Great Hall walls; he enjoyed
the photo ops at Spring Revue time; and
his portrait photos appeared each month
for years at the head of the LAMPSletter’s
“People of the Club” column.
Early education in St. Thomas,
Ontario led to enrollment at the U. of
T. and graduation with an MD degree
in 1946. Five years later Alan was
specializing in surgery and became
head of the Division of General
Surgery at Northwestern General and,
twice, president of the medical staff.
Later he became Chief of Surgery at
North York Branson Hospital for ten
years, president of the James Surgical
Society, and the Toronto Academy of
Medicine. Alan practiced medicine for
32 years and during that time married
Jean (Oldreide) Carrie, a lawyer with
McCarthy & McCarthy and recently a
member of the A & L. They had two
children and, at the time of his death
on April 8, 2007, three grandchildren.
Alan’s unassuming manner is
epitomized by a remark he made that,
although he submitted photos in
several contests, he only won one
honourable mention and sold only one

piece of work. He felt very fortunate
that he had parents that he loved and
admired, a very happily married life,
and two wonderful children. What
more could a man wish for?
Duggan Melhuish

NEWS FROM THE
CENTENARY COMMITTEE
The Centenary Committee is receiving
more exciting ideas for celebratory
events! John Twomey will present two
Club Nights (January, February 2008)
of film clips of former member Lou
Applebaum’s screen scores. Apart
from his distinguished career as a
composer for the National Film Board,
Lou composed the scores for major
Hollywood films as well as the brass
fanfare for the Club which is used on
ceremonial occasions!
John McGreevy of McGreevy
Productions, world famous documentary
maker, and an intimate friend of Glenn
Gould, will present Club Night October
29, 2007 his famous documentary Glenn
Gould’s Toronto with fascinating tidbits
about Glenn Gould! A new play with
music on Glenn Gould by John will be
presented by Luminato June 6–10, 2007
at the Young Centre in the Distillery
District. This one-act play will star Ted
Dykstra!
Mary-Jane Large reports that a joint
dinner with the St. George’s Society is
scheduled for September, 2008 and a
joint garden party in June, 2008.
The Post Office has turned down
our request for a Centenary stamp!
This is on the basis that we are not a
national institution! What next!
The MacMillan family is donating
to the Club a Charles Comfort
drawing of Sir Ernest, conducting,
signed by Club members! We hope to
schedule a MacMillan-Comfort
evening of art and music!
Reg Wallace is working on new
costumes for the Boar’s Head and the
Choir! And on and on!
John Lawson
Chair Centenary Committee
June 2007

3

LOOKING BACK
Some time ago,
Hugh AnsonCartwright
gave me a
small, wellworn book
with a red
leather cover
entitled Sartor
Resartus. It is a
book of essays
written in
1836 by Thomas Carlyle in which,
according to my encyclopedia, “He
combined the ridiculous with the
sublime, and humour with pathos.
The book was severely criticized at
first, but later was accepted as the work
of a genius.” What intrigued Hugh was
the Arts and Letters Club nameplate
inside the front cover and, on the next
page, the signature of Edmund
Morris, a young painter of note who
died tragically in 1913.
Financially independent through
family inheritances, Morris studied in
New York and Paris and returned to
Toronto in 1896 where he devoted
himself to the study of Canadian art. In
1905 he was elected to the OSA. Before
long he became known for his
landscapes and for the striking pastel
portraits of native peoples done on his
many trips through western Canada.
Appalled at the conditions under which
native peoples lived, in 1906 he travelled
through northern Ontario with poet
and Indian Affairs official, Duncan
Campbell Scott, to negotiate a treaty.
The following year he helped found the
Canadian Art Club, established to give
our artists a better opportunity to have
their work exhibited in this country.
Today his work can be seen in the major
galleries of Canada.
The Dictionary of Canadian
Biography, Volume XIV, carries a fine
biography of Morris which, in turn,
sent me back to an early club
newsletter—The Lamps, December
1911. In it Morris wrote a brief article,
“Early Canadian Painters,” that
mentioned his friend and former
4
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teacher, William Cruikshank, who
had interviewed European artists—
including Krieghoff and Paul Kane—
who had come to Canada in the mid19th century. Morris wrote that one
painter would say, “Vat for do I paint?
Vell, I paint vor myself and the cat!... .
Kane appeared embittered and told a
young painter who came to him for
advice: ‘Better to break stones by the
wayside.’”
Morris, too, may have become
discouraged. He had summered for
many years at Ile d’Orléans with his
friend, Horatio Walker, who had a
studio there. The region became a
welcome meeting place for other
artists, including Cruikshank.
According to the DCB, “In August,
1913, overtired and possibly depressed,
he went [there] to paint. On the 25th
his body was found in the St. Lawrence
River near Portneuf. He was 41.”
Morris left his entire library to the
club, but none of those books
remain—at least, I have been unable
to find any that carry his name. Today,
due to space limitations, our library
accepts only those books written by or
about our members (along with some
reference material). But I’m hoping
that Sartor Resartus—once owned by
one of our most interesting and
talented visual artists—will find a
deservedly permanent home on our
shelves. It may remind members of my
favourite Carlyle quote: “If you do not
wish a man to do a thing, you had
better get him to talk about it; for the
more men talk, the more likely they
are to do nothing else.”
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the club will be published later
this year to celebrate our centenary in
2008. The Publication Committee is now
compiling a list of people and
organizations to notify about this book. If
you know of anyone—a former member, a
descendant of a former member, etc.—
who might be interested, would you kindly
provide us with contact information?
Please e-mail Nancy or George Kee.

Centenary Photo
Directory Update
Thanks to everyone who sent in bios
and photos, and to those who sat at
the Club for a photo. So far we have
about 250 photos. Still more to collect.
We will aim to fill in the blanks in the
first week of June. Notices will be left
with Naomi and on the piano in the
bar. Great progress on all fronts.
Needed: Volunteers to call those
who have not yet participated. And, a
creative soul to design the cover of this
book. (It will be letter size). We also
need volunteers to help with editing, a
blitz to be held at the club!
Please call Joan VanDuzer at
416 967-1267or email at
joanvanduzer@sympatico.ca
Terri Roberton, Art Program Instructor
for the Fred Victor Mission is seeking
donations for their expanding Arts
Program for homeless and low-income
adults. They are interested in acquiring a
ceramics kiln, a copper enameling kiln, a
table-top printing press, paper-making
equipment, paper marbling equipment,
silk screen equipment, a beading loom,
paper, canvas, masonite, illustration
board, matte board, frames, paints, inks,
brushes, pastels, pencils etc. As well as
woods, beads, string, fabrics for their
Craft Corner. If you are able to donate
any of these, please call Terri 416-4621491 and she will arrange for pick-up.
She extends a warm invitation to all
members to join her at The Fred Victor
Mission Art Show Wed. May 23rd,
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
A Club Member is needed to help once in
a while in opening the Club for the
Sunday Session artists, making coffee,
preparing the 3rd floor space, cleaning up
after the artists leave then closing the Club
at the end of the day. Must be able to make
coffee. Please submit resume to Andrew
Sookrah at sookrah@engineroom.ca or
call him at 416 968 1732 x 226.
Remuneration starts at one hug, prepared
to go as high as several hugs, all at once or
spread over time.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
CALL for ENTRIES
MEMBERS’ SHOW
June 25–September 7
MEMBERS’ SHOW—WATER
This all media show is open to all
members of the Club. Artists can enter
up to two works on the theme of
WATER that reflect either the physical or
spiritual properties of water.
NOTE: Works are to be delivered to the
Club from 9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. on
Saturday June 23. Jurying will commence
at 10:00 a.m. sharp and works will not be
accepted after that time. Exhibition
Curator—Doug Purdon

In the Club lounge
THE MARINE PAINTINGS of
OSWALD SCHENK
June 25–September 7
The Art Committee is pleased to
present an exhibition of paintings by
one of Canada’s renowned marine
painters Oswald Schenk. Oswald or
‘Oz’ as he was known by his fellow
members at the Club died in 2002.
We wish to thank Thisbe (Schenk)
who has kindly lent us these paintings.
Doug Purdon
The York Wilson Geometrics
Exhibition remains on our walls until
June 8. It will be open to the public on
Thursday, June 7, from 12:00 noon to
4:00 p.m. It will be announced in the
press, and the works are for sale. This
is an ideal opportunity to bring your
friends to see these exciting paintings.
Marvyne Jenoff

VISUAL ARTISTS’ BRUNCH
June 23
Reserve now for the Visual Artists’
Brunch on June 23 in the third floor
studio. Speaker to be announced. A
prominent member of the Toronto
Visual Arts community will be visiting
the Club for a presentation on their
involvement in the arts, to be followed
by an informal discussion on issues
relating to our vocation as visual artists.
Farhad Nargol O’Neill

Advance Notice: In October we are
having a members’ exhibition of literal
or conceptual artwork on a spiritual
theme, however defined. We would
like new works, in any medium,
created for this show.
SPRING CLEANING?
REDECORATING?
Please consider donating art and objects
d’art to the FINE ART AUCTION. All
proceeds from this Centenary project
will go towards restoration of the
Lamps Room. There will be two
Auctions, the annual Art Committee
silent auction followed by an exciting
Live Auction. We need smaller, less
costly works for the Silent Auction and
more valuable art and objects d’art for
the Live Auction. Both Auctions take
place between 1 p.m and 5 p.m.
December 1. Information and Intent to
Donate Forms will be available for pick
up in the Club mid June. Questions,
please call Zora Buchanan at
416-596-0248 zbuchanan@rogers.com

Art Committee Report
Towards the end of June three
members of the Art Committee,
having done their duty on the
Committee, are stepping down thus
enabling other members to give of
their time and expertise. I would like
to thank Paul Hughes and Tom
McNeely for their support and help.
For a number of years Gwen Jones has
organized the Outdoor Sketching
Weekends that so many members have
enjoyed. All have contributed a great
deal to the Committee and we thank
them most sincerely.
Marjore Pepper organized a
delightful lunch and tour of Osgoode
Hall for seven Art Committee
Members. The primary reason for this
was to see the stained glass windows.
When enough money is raised to
restore the Lamps Room, we hope to
find two windows, one on either side
of the fireplace that will be enhanced
with stained glass designed by Club
members. The number of past
members who have sculptures and
paintings in Osgoode Hall is

impressive. If you haven’t been to
Osgoode Hall I recommend a visit.
We thank Marjorie for organizing and
look forward to the next outing!
Zora Buchanan
Chair, Art Committee

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 4: Looking Back Illustration:
Edmund Morris courtesy
Manitoba Archives, Winnipeg.
Page 6: Garden Party photograph by
Gord Fulton
Page 7: Who Killed the Curator ad by
Kathleen Reichelt
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah

OUTDOOR
SKETCHING
Please check the May LAMPSletter for
the season’s schedule. Be sure to call
Helen White 416-752-1148 for the
paint-out at John and Marsha
Ludwig’s farm on June 16th. Travel
and location information will be on
the bar piano, as usual.

MUSICAL NOTES
Music at the Club winds up another
full season of almost fifty concerts on
June 13. Appropriately, the two fine
artists are Club members Jonathan
Krehm and John Jull, who have given
us so many fine musical experiences.
The Music Committee’s special plans
for centennial year are many and varied,
but members will just have to wait for the
big announcements. Some of the regular
concerts next season will include the return
of Toronto Symphony principal cellist,
Winona Zelenka, Mezzo Norene Burgess
and young baritone Vasil Garvanliev, who
made such a hit last month.
Best wishes for a pleasant summer.
Come join us at Music Wednesday on
September 12.
June 2007
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Summer Garden Party for the
Arts and Letters Club
Come dressed ready for
a Classy Summer Picnic.
Enjoy a delicious
summer supper
graciously hosted by
John Lawson on
Thursday June 21,
2007, 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m.
28 Elgin Avenue—three streets north of Bloor, east of
Bedford Road—west of Avenue Road.
Parking is limited so please car pool, share a taxi or take the
TTC. Detailed instructions including map is available from
the office if required.
PLEASE BOOK EARLY AS SPACE IS LIMITED
Call Naomi for reservations 416 597 0223 ext. 3
Cost $28.50 per person (payable in advance), Cash Bar.
Editor:
Angel Di Zhang
Copyeditor: Naomi Hunter

It’s Not Too Late!
Nominations for the nine vacancies on the Executive
Committee have been submitted to the Nominations
Committee. If there are any further nominations from
members, they must be received by noon, Friday June 1,
2007. (Addressed to the Nominations Committee and left
in the Executive mailbox, to your right on the way into the
Great Hall). The Report of the Nominating Committee
will be posted by noon, Thursday June 7, 2007.

GROUP PADDLING AND BBQ
Tuesday June12 and 19
Join Ruth Morawetz and Ken Judd as they organize another
enjoyable evening of paddling from Harbourfront to the
Toronto islands among the birds, ducks and swans. On
return, savour the beautiful evening view of the Toronto
skyline. All this is under the supervision of a well-qualified
leader in water safety. If you are an inexperienced paddler, a
large voyager canoe seating 20 people is available. As well,
kayaks are also available. On return we will have a fun BBQ.
All the equipment is supplied—for only $10 per person.
All we need is you! Phone (416) 925-0284.

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Music Wednesdays

Poetry Group

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 to 1:45 p.m.
The concert starting time has changed from 12:45 to 1:00 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, June 6 STARS OF THE

Tuesday June 12
In the Lampsroom, 3:00 p.m. Barbara Elizabeth Mercer will
speak on “How To Really Leave a Legacy.” What will be your
legacy to your family and friends, and yes, in many cases,
even your country? Barbara Mercer’s has published three
poetry books to date with a fourth to come this autumn. Dr.
Santosh Kumar, editor of The Taj Mahal Review says “…she is
an extraordinary Poet of her time.” Barbara is also a
magnificent music composer as well as acclaimed visual
artist. Barbara’s paintings are in the permanent collection of
the UofT Arts Centre, the Robert McLaughlin Gallery in
Oshawa, and many international and private collections.
For further information, please contact Margo Hunt
(416) 925-8922

CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITIONS

The exciting 2006 winners of the competitions
One pianist and two violinists
Wednesday, June 13
JONATHAN KREHM, clarinet JOHN JULL, piano
Three contrasting clarinet/piano selections by
Schumann, Darius Milhaud and Max Reger

Film Night
Please reserve Film Night with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Wednesday, June 13 “Stranger Than Fiction” (2006),
starring Will Ferrell, Emma Thompson, Maggie Gyllenhaal,
Dustin Hoffman, Queen Latifah
Director: Marc Forster Written by: Zach Helm
An IRS auditor’s dull existence suddenly changes when he
begins to hear an author inside his head narrating his life
with extraordinary accuracy.
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Photography Group
The May meeting of the photography group, which
focused on the technical side of photography and
Photoshop, was a great success. The next meeting of the
Group is yet unscheduled. To be added to the email list
for information, please contact Gord Fulton
gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Monday, June 4

TRIONTO—MASTERPIECES FOR PIANO TRIO
Peter Bartley, violin Daniela Kepowicz, cello
Dany Nachman, piano
Mozart Trio in C Major Dvorak’s famed “Dumky” Trio
Monday, June 11

ARCTIC QUEST EXHIBITION OPENING

Twenty five Canadian artists including RoseMarie Condon,
Paul Gauthier, Sandra Henderson, John Joy, Margaret
Ludwig, Gerald Sevier, Andrew Sookrah and Mary Wagler
are delighted to exhibit their recent Arctic Paintings in a
juried exhibition June 11–22.
In 2006 the artists mounted an expedition to the Canada’s
high Arctic and Greenland with the assistance of a
successful Sotheby’s auction in the Great Hall. Two
fascinating weeks were spent exploring, sketching and
photographing Canada’s last frontier to mark the centenary
of Roald Amundsen’s completion of our Northwest Passage.
On this Club Night we will have a slide presentation of our
travels. Club members please book early for dinner. There
will also be an open to the public preview on Sunday, June
10, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. with a slide presentation.
Monday, June 18 TO BE ANNOUNCED
Watch for details in your E-bulletin.
Monday, June 25 ART EXHIBITION OPENING: WATER
A members exhibition on the theme of WATER, featuring
concurrently the marine paintings
of Oswald Schenk in the lounge and
Ad Lib presents “Who Killed the Curator,” 8 p.m. (see below).

Ad Lib
SURPRISINGLY HAPPENING
Friday, June 1, 8:00 p.m. (note new
“program”—Stage Workshop
presentation has been moved to June 8):
Ad Lib 1.0. Back to basics; a program-free Ad Lib, with opt-in
participation for all of its resources—games, music,
instruments, the Adliberator (karaoke + 200 song
titles/cd/dvd player), arts & crafts…
Friday, June 8, 8:00 p.m. The workshop of “Who Killed the
Curator?” written and directed by Kathleen Reichelt.
Catered. See Club Night ad for details.
Friday, June 15, 8:00 p.m. JOTO: Jammin’ on the One.
Improv, and Open Sketch and Stand-Up!
Friday, June 22, and Saturday, June 23
7:00 p.m. Lounge, 8:00 p.m. Show: An Ad Lib presentation:
Store Front Studio Presents Schwartzspell!, directed by
Gerald Isaac. Join us for a show in the Great Hall, a drink and
snacks; all only $20. Pay at the door. Please RSVP to Naomi,
416-597-0223 ext.2 for guaranteed seating.
Friday June 29: Under Construction: A Pot Luck Talent Night; a
visual artist; musician or author <your name here> presentation.
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are feature start
times. Your ideas for an Ad Lib programme etc.: please
contact michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call 416-5970223 ext. 1, by 10:00 a.m. each Friday.
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

Literary Tables
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday, June 5 BILL WHITEACRE
The Greatest Raid of All
How commando audacity in 1942 led to eventual victory.
Tuesday, June 12 HEATHER CAMPBELL
will talk on Lady Anne Clifford
an early 17th century rebel who defied a king
Tuesday, June 19 MARGARET MCBURNEY
will speak on “The Club and the Media”
Tuesday, June 26 FETE CHAMPETRE
In Lela Wilson’s garden—41 Alcina Avenue South of St.
Clair—west of Bathurst. If possible, please bring a garden
chair and a cold offering for lunch at 12 noon

Writer’s Table
On June 1 Dr. John Frei will be talking featuring his work.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Screen Writers Group
There will be no screenwriters meeting in June.
June 2007
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

2

8

9

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

3
Painters

10
Painters

17
Painters
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

24
Painters

4
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Membership
Cttee 5:00 p.m.
Theatre Cttee
Mtg 7–9 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

11
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

18
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

25
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

5
Literary Cttee
Mtg
Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon
Art Cttee Mtg

12
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.
Theatre Cttee
7–9 p.m.
Singers 5–6:30 p.m.

19
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

26
Literary Table
Fête
Champetre
off site
12:00 noon

6
Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

13
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

20
Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday

27
Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, June 15, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

7
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
York Wilson
Exhibition
Open to the Public
12 noon–5 p.m.
House Cttee Mtg
1:30 p.m.

14
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
Annual General
Meeting
5:15 p.m.

21
No LAMPS
lunch today
Summer
Garden Party
5:30 p.m.–
8:30 p.m.

28
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

Saturday

Painters

Art Hanging

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
Show 8 p.m.

15
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

22
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib Show—
Schwartzspell
8 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

29

16
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

23
Art Hanging
Visual Artists’
Brunch
Ad Lib Show—
Schwartzspell
8 p.m.

30

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
Recently I
heard of a
potential
member who
looked at the
LAMPSletter,
saw the
schedule of
activities and
realized she
could not
possibly
participate in
all events, and decided not to join the
Club. This has the tone of an urban legend,
but I am sure that many of us feel we want
to see and hear everything, but it is
impossible. We all have other lives.
This month there is the “usual” round of
interesting events, plus the York Wilson
opening, the Annual General Meeting and
the Garden Party. For many these are events
not to be missed. The AGM will give all of
us a chance to review our finances, and
consider a change to the Constitution. The
proposed change was accepted at the May
meeting of the Executive, the motion is
contained within the notice of the meeting.
We need to encourage more members
who contribute much of their lives to the
arts disciplines, although their artistic
activities do not generate the major part of
their income. We will never be another
social club, the whole structure of the Club
promotes and celebrates the Arts. We must
protect this without denying membership
to others active in cultural activities in the
city.
For the Garden Party, on the first day of
summer, let us hope for warm weather and
a wonderful summer evening.
Lorna Kelly
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
will take place on

Thursday, June 14, 2007, at 5.15 p.m.
in the Great Hall.
If any member has business to bring
before the meeting he or she should send
it, in writing, to the Secretary
by 5.00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 30, 2007.
Please attend and enjoy all the traditional
aspects of the evening; The Fanfare by Louis Applebaum,
The singing of the Healey Willan
setting of our original Constitution.
There is also the incentive of the
Cleeve Horne Bar Legacy,
a free drink for all attendees…
and two for the President
Members may attend the meeting only
or stay for the Members’ Dinner, at 7.00 p.m.
for which reservations should be made
with Naomi Hunter at, 416-597-0223, ext. 2.
You will be asked to approve an amendment to
BY-LAW NUMBER ONE:
The provisions of Article 4(b) of By-Law Number One,
entitled the Constitution of The Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto, are amended by striking the words “at least 60%”
and replacing it with the words “a majority.”

Members News
Ray Cattell’s solo show of new
paintings now showing until June 16 at
The Moore Gallery 80 Spadina 4th
Floor Tuesday to Saturday 11:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Questions? 416 239-3402
Rudy Stussi was given a Life
Membership by the Canadian Society
of Painters in Water Colour at a special
ceremony at the LieutenantGovernor’s in May. Rudy will be
exhibiting as part of a group show at
the Atelier Reichlin in Kuessnacht,
Switzerland which opens June 2.
Jean Edwards, soprano, will be
performing in a concert with Norman
Hathaway, violinist, and Brahm
Goldhamer, pianist, at a fund raiser
for the Heliconian Club, 35 Hazelton
Avenue on Friday, May 25 at 8:00 p.m.
Jean will also be performing in a
concert with opera singer, Lee Jameson,
baritone, and Brahm Goldhamer at St.
Luke’s Anglican Church on Caroline
Street West in Creemore, Ontario
Saturday, June 2 at 8:00 p.m. Proceeds
will go to the Church to sponsor future
Gift of Music concerts.
RoseMarie Condon, Paul Gauthier,
Sandra Henderson, John Joy,
Margaret Ludwig, Gerald Sevier,
Andrew Sookrah and Mary Wagler
are exhibiting paintings in Arctic
Quest’s first venue for their traveling
exhibition of Arctic paintings. These
paintings, inspired by their 2006 trip
to Canada’s Northwest Passage and
Greenland aboard the Akademik Ioffe
will be on display at the Legislative
Assembly in Iqaluit, Nunavut
throughout this summer.
Barbara Mitchell reports that artist
Pat Fairhead was the featured speaker
at a scholarship luncheon on May 9 at
the Women’s Art Association, 23
Prince Arthur Avenue. Speaking about
her long painting career, Pat showed a
retrospective selection of slides of her
work. During question period a guest
inquired if there was a book available
about her work. There is no such book,
but a good idea was suggested.
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Pat Fairhead will be exhibiting at
Paint Muskoka May 29 to June 26,
each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Pat will also be exhibiting in a
group exhibition also at Muskoka
Place Gallery. Opening Saturday June
9, 2007 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Continuing to June 23. Muskoka
Place Gallery, 1182 Foreman Road,
Port Carling. Gayle Dempsey 705765-1048. mci@artsinmuskoka.com
In July, Pat will be teaching a
Watercolour Course at Canadore
College, Parry Sound. Call Jocelyn
Shipman at 705-746-9222.
David Skene-Melvin was elected
Vice-President, 2007–2008, Toronto
Branch, Royal Heraldry Society of
Canada, at the Branch’s recent AGM.
David Skene-Melvin has donated in his
name and that of his late wife, Ann
Rothery, to the City of Toronto, (Market
Gallery, Toronto Culture), two paintings
of Toronto landmarks by Club members:
The Last House on Walton Street by the late
Franklin “Archie” Arbuckle and Kew
Cottage by Douglas Purdon. These
paintings will be hung in rotation in
various City of Toronto venues.
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig will be
exhibiting 40 watercolor portraits at
the National Arts Club in NYC on
June 7th at 6:00 p.m. in an exhibition
entitled freedom2BRselves, in
collaboration with children at New
York City’s Public School 145 and
Toronto’s Forest Hill Public School.
New paintings in NYC are at
www.katherinedolgyludwig.com.
On Friday June 1 Susan Ioannou will
be reading from her new book of
poems about—of all things!—geology
and mining, Looking Through Stone,
along with poets Merle Nudelman and
Glen Downie, at the I.V. Lounge, 326
Dundas Street West (across from the
AGO), 8:00 p.m.
On June 1, 2, and 3 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. visual artists Diane Krüger and
Gary Stark will be showing their work
at the Highlands Nordic Centre 1182
Concession 10, Duntroon, Ontario as
guests of the Blue Mountain

Foundation for the Arts on the 19th
annual studio tour. Gary Stark: 416
895-7536 or 705 446-0343
In recognition of many years of
involvement as a Director and
Treasurer of the Society of Canadian
Artists Bill Buchanan was elected an
honorary member of the Society at its
Annual Meeting on May 5, 2007.
Monika Uesson-Talpak will receive
the Ontario Volunteer Award from
the Honourable Mike Colle,
Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration, on Wednesday June
20, 2007 at Premier Ballroom &
Convention Centre. Monika will
receive a lapel pin in recognition of
her commitment and dedication as a
volunteer in Ontario.
An exhibition of art works by the late
Anne Meredith Barry will be running
at The Rooms Provincial Art Gallery,
St. John’s NL from May
11–September 30, 2007. Entitled
“Anne Meredith Barry: Natural
Energies,” the exhibition has been
guest curated by Patricia Grattan. His
Honour, the Honourable Edward
Roberts, ONL., QC, Lieutenant
Governor of Newfoundland and
Labrador, officially opened the
exhibition on May 11th, 2007. For
more information you can go to their
website: www.therooms.ca
Angel Di Zhang’s collaborative
drawings with R. Montalban will be
exhibited at Redux Contemporary Art
Center, 136 St. Philip Street Charleston,
SC as a part of the multidisciplinary
exhibition and concert series The
Exquisite Corpse May 25 to June 8. The
exhibition celebrates the Surrealist
drawing technique used by writers,
artists, and musicians which allows
multiple individuals the opportunity to
create a single work of art.
Zora Buchanan is exhibiting her collages
in the Scollard Street Gallery, 112
Scollard Street. (Lower level) Grand
Opening Reception for the Gallery
Artists Thursday, June 7 from 5 p.m.–
9 p.m. RSVP by May 31, 647-436-9784
email info@scollardstreetgallery.com

New Members
Donna Goldman is a graduate of
Brandeis University achieving a B.A.
in Art History. Since then she has been
an editor, writer and publisher. She is a
member of the Editors Association of
Canada and the Freelance Editors
Association. At present Donna is
working directly with an author on the
writing, editing and subsequent
publication of a 26-chapter book. She
has worked in television as a host and
producer. Sponsored by Jack Carr and
Betsy Carr.
Enid Rae Maclachlan served time as a
photographer in the English Royal
Navy during the Second World War.
She then taught fine art at high school.
She holds a diploma in design from
the Ealing School of Art. Enid
exhibited her drawings at the Women’s
Art Association in 2003. She is a
volunteer at the Art Gallery of Ontario
where she assists with Exhibition
installations. Sponsored by Donald
Fraser and Scott James.
Jennifer Young studied at both York
and Queens University to obtain an
honors degree in English and History.
She attained additional qualifications
in Librarianship from the Ministry of
Education that enabled her to qualify
as a school librarian, a position that
required much story telling. She has
also taught in Germany and in France.
For six years she was Chair of the
Prueter Art Collection Committee, the
Etobicoke Board’s collection of original
Canadian art and artifacts. Sponsored
by Brian Parker and Wilfred Lockett.
Kathleen F. Reichelt has a B.A. in
Cultural Studies at Trent University.
She has taken foundation studies at
Ontario College of Art and has had
both solo and group exhibitions for
the last four years. She has also worked
in professional theatre as a writer,
director, producer, actor and stage
manager. Kathleen has had
commercial arts experience in graphic
design, animation and television.
Sponsored by Farhad Nargol-O’Neill
and Andrew Sookrah.

Christine Chown is interested in
drawing, painting and music, both
piano and choral. As a psychiatric
nurse she is interested in Art Therapy.
She has taught painting and studied
with many fine artists in the USA,
Europe and Canada. Christine has
exhibited her work in many shows in
southern Ontario. She has participated
in several weekend painting events
with Club members. Sponsored by
Helen White and Zora Buchanan.
Please welcome back to the Arts and
Letters Club Ralph Blend who was a
member 1984–1990. Ralph is a retired
physician who is interested in music
and drawing.

Obituary
ALAN CARRIE
He was a kind and gentle man with a
ready smile and a willing way. A member
of the club since 1986 Alan’s artistic
interest was photography. His works
graced our Great Hall walls; he enjoyed
the photo ops at Spring Revue time; and
his portrait photos appeared each month
for years at the head of the LAMPSletter’s
“People of the Club” column.
Early education in St. Thomas,
Ontario led to enrollment at the U. of
T. and graduation with an MD degree
in 1946. Five years later Alan was
specializing in surgery and became
head of the Division of General
Surgery at Northwestern General and,
twice, president of the medical staff.
Later he became Chief of Surgery at
North York Branson Hospital for ten
years, president of the James Surgical
Society, and the Toronto Academy of
Medicine. Alan practiced medicine for
32 years and during that time married
Jean (Oldreide) Carrie, a lawyer with
McCarthy & McCarthy and recently a
member of the A & L. They had two
children and, at the time of his death
on April 8, 2007, three grandchildren.
Alan’s unassuming manner is
epitomized by a remark he made that,
although he submitted photos in
several contests, he only won one
honourable mention and sold only one

piece of work. He felt very fortunate
that he had parents that he loved and
admired, a very happily married life,
and two wonderful children. What
more could a man wish for?
Duggan Melhuish

NEWS FROM THE
CENTENARY COMMITTEE
The Centenary Committee is receiving
more exciting ideas for celebratory
events! John Twomey will present two
Club Nights (January, February 2008)
of film clips of former member Lou
Applebaum’s screen scores. Apart
from his distinguished career as a
composer for the National Film Board,
Lou composed the scores for major
Hollywood films as well as the brass
fanfare for the Club which is used on
ceremonial occasions!
John McGreevy of McGreevy
Productions, world famous documentary
maker, and an intimate friend of Glenn
Gould, will present Club Night October
29, 2007 his famous documentary Glenn
Gould’s Toronto with fascinating tidbits
about Glenn Gould! A new play with
music on Glenn Gould by John will be
presented by Luminato June 6–10, 2007
at the Young Centre in the Distillery
District. This one-act play will star Ted
Dykstra!
Mary-Jane Large reports that a joint
dinner with the St. George’s Society is
scheduled for September, 2008 and a
joint garden party in June, 2008.
The Post Office has turned down
our request for a Centenary stamp!
This is on the basis that we are not a
national institution! What next!
The MacMillan family is donating
to the Club a Charles Comfort
drawing of Sir Ernest, conducting,
signed by Club members! We hope to
schedule a MacMillan-Comfort
evening of art and music!
Reg Wallace is working on new
costumes for the Boar’s Head and the
Choir! And on and on!
John Lawson
Chair Centenary Committee
June 2007
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LOOKING BACK
Some time ago,
Hugh AnsonCartwright
gave me a
small, wellworn book
with a red
leather cover
entitled Sartor
Resartus. It is a
book of essays
written in
1836 by Thomas Carlyle in which,
according to my encyclopedia, “He
combined the ridiculous with the
sublime, and humour with pathos.
The book was severely criticized at
first, but later was accepted as the work
of a genius.” What intrigued Hugh was
the Arts and Letters Club nameplate
inside the front cover and, on the next
page, the signature of Edmund
Morris, a young painter of note who
died tragically in 1913.
Financially independent through
family inheritances, Morris studied in
New York and Paris and returned to
Toronto in 1896 where he devoted
himself to the study of Canadian art. In
1905 he was elected to the OSA. Before
long he became known for his
landscapes and for the striking pastel
portraits of native peoples done on his
many trips through western Canada.
Appalled at the conditions under which
native peoples lived, in 1906 he travelled
through northern Ontario with poet
and Indian Affairs official, Duncan
Campbell Scott, to negotiate a treaty.
The following year he helped found the
Canadian Art Club, established to give
our artists a better opportunity to have
their work exhibited in this country.
Today his work can be seen in the major
galleries of Canada.
The Dictionary of Canadian
Biography, Volume XIV, carries a fine
biography of Morris which, in turn,
sent me back to an early club
newsletter—The Lamps, December
1911. In it Morris wrote a brief article,
“Early Canadian Painters,” that
mentioned his friend and former
4
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teacher, William Cruikshank, who
had interviewed European artists—
including Krieghoff and Paul Kane—
who had come to Canada in the mid19th century. Morris wrote that one
painter would say, “Vat for do I paint?
Vell, I paint vor myself and the cat!... .
Kane appeared embittered and told a
young painter who came to him for
advice: ‘Better to break stones by the
wayside.’”
Morris, too, may have become
discouraged. He had summered for
many years at Ile d’Orléans with his
friend, Horatio Walker, who had a
studio there. The region became a
welcome meeting place for other
artists, including Cruikshank.
According to the DCB, “In August,
1913, overtired and possibly depressed,
he went [there] to paint. On the 25th
his body was found in the St. Lawrence
River near Portneuf. He was 41.”
Morris left his entire library to the
club, but none of those books
remain—at least, I have been unable
to find any that carry his name. Today,
due to space limitations, our library
accepts only those books written by or
about our members (along with some
reference material). But I’m hoping
that Sartor Resartus—once owned by
one of our most interesting and
talented visual artists—will find a
deservedly permanent home on our
shelves. It may remind members of my
favourite Carlyle quote: “If you do not
wish a man to do a thing, you had
better get him to talk about it; for the
more men talk, the more likely they
are to do nothing else.”
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the club will be published later
this year to celebrate our centenary in
2008. The Publication Committee is now
compiling a list of people and
organizations to notify about this book. If
you know of anyone—a former member, a
descendant of a former member, etc.—
who might be interested, would you kindly
provide us with contact information?
Please e-mail Nancy or George Kee.

Centenary Photo
Directory Update
Thanks to everyone who sent in bios
and photos, and to those who sat at
the Club for a photo. So far we have
about 250 photos. Still more to collect.
We will aim to fill in the blanks in the
first week of June. Notices will be left
with Naomi and on the piano in the
bar. Great progress on all fronts.
Needed: Volunteers to call those
who have not yet participated. And, a
creative soul to design the cover of this
book. (It will be letter size). We also
need volunteers to help with editing, a
blitz to be held at the club!
Please call Joan VanDuzer at
416 967-1267or email at
joanvanduzer@sympatico.ca
Terri Roberton, Art Program Instructor
for the Fred Victor Mission is seeking
donations for their expanding Arts
Program for homeless and low-income
adults. They are interested in acquiring a
ceramics kiln, a copper enameling kiln, a
table-top printing press, paper-making
equipment, paper marbling equipment,
silk screen equipment, a beading loom,
paper, canvas, masonite, illustration
board, matte board, frames, paints, inks,
brushes, pastels, pencils etc. As well as
woods, beads, string, fabrics for their
Craft Corner. If you are able to donate
any of these, please call Terri 416-4621491 and she will arrange for pick-up.
She extends a warm invitation to all
members to join her at The Fred Victor
Mission Art Show Wed. May 23rd,
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
A Club Member is needed to help once in
a while in opening the Club for the
Sunday Session artists, making coffee,
preparing the 3rd floor space, cleaning up
after the artists leave then closing the Club
at the end of the day. Must be able to make
coffee. Please submit resume to Andrew
Sookrah at sookrah@engineroom.ca or
call him at 416 968 1732 x 226.
Remuneration starts at one hug, prepared
to go as high as several hugs, all at once or
spread over time.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
CALL for ENTRIES
MEMBERS’ SHOW
June 25–September 7
MEMBERS’ SHOW—WATER
This all media show is open to all
members of the Club. Artists can enter
up to two works on the theme of
WATER that reflect either the physical or
spiritual properties of water.
NOTE: Works are to be delivered to the
Club from 9:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m. on
Saturday June 23. Jurying will commence
at 10:00 a.m. sharp and works will not be
accepted after that time. Exhibition
Curator—Doug Purdon

In the Club lounge
THE MARINE PAINTINGS of
OSWALD SCHENK
June 25–September 7
The Art Committee is pleased to
present an exhibition of paintings by
one of Canada’s renowned marine
painters Oswald Schenk. Oswald or
‘Oz’ as he was known by his fellow
members at the Club died in 2002.
We wish to thank Thisbe (Schenk)
who has kindly lent us these paintings.
Doug Purdon
The York Wilson Geometrics
Exhibition remains on our walls until
June 8. It will be open to the public on
Thursday, June 7, from 12:00 noon to
4:00 p.m. It will be announced in the
press, and the works are for sale. This
is an ideal opportunity to bring your
friends to see these exciting paintings.
Marvyne Jenoff

VISUAL ARTISTS’ BRUNCH
June 23
Reserve now for the Visual Artists’
Brunch on June 23 in the third floor
studio. Speaker to be announced. A
prominent member of the Toronto
Visual Arts community will be visiting
the Club for a presentation on their
involvement in the arts, to be followed
by an informal discussion on issues
relating to our vocation as visual artists.
Farhad Nargol O’Neill

Advance Notice: In October we are
having a members’ exhibition of literal
or conceptual artwork on a spiritual
theme, however defined. We would
like new works, in any medium,
created for this show.
SPRING CLEANING?
REDECORATING?
Please consider donating art and objects
d’art to the FINE ART AUCTION. All
proceeds from this Centenary project
will go towards restoration of the
Lamps Room. There will be two
Auctions, the annual Art Committee
silent auction followed by an exciting
Live Auction. We need smaller, less
costly works for the Silent Auction and
more valuable art and objects d’art for
the Live Auction. Both Auctions take
place between 1 p.m and 5 p.m.
December 1. Information and Intent to
Donate Forms will be available for pick
up in the Club mid June. Questions,
please call Zora Buchanan at
416-596-0248 zbuchanan@rogers.com

Art Committee Report
Towards the end of June three
members of the Art Committee,
having done their duty on the
Committee, are stepping down thus
enabling other members to give of
their time and expertise. I would like
to thank Paul Hughes and Tom
McNeely for their support and help.
For a number of years Gwen Jones has
organized the Outdoor Sketching
Weekends that so many members have
enjoyed. All have contributed a great
deal to the Committee and we thank
them most sincerely.
Marjore Pepper organized a
delightful lunch and tour of Osgoode
Hall for seven Art Committee
Members. The primary reason for this
was to see the stained glass windows.
When enough money is raised to
restore the Lamps Room, we hope to
find two windows, one on either side
of the fireplace that will be enhanced
with stained glass designed by Club
members. The number of past
members who have sculptures and
paintings in Osgoode Hall is

impressive. If you haven’t been to
Osgoode Hall I recommend a visit.
We thank Marjorie for organizing and
look forward to the next outing!
Zora Buchanan
Chair, Art Committee

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 4: Looking Back Illustration:
Edmund Morris courtesy
Manitoba Archives, Winnipeg.
Page 6: Garden Party photograph by
Gord Fulton
Page 7: Who Killed the Curator ad by
Kathleen Reichelt
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah

OUTDOOR
SKETCHING
Please check the May LAMPSletter for
the season’s schedule. Be sure to call
Helen White 416-752-1148 for the
paint-out at John and Marsha
Ludwig’s farm on June 16th. Travel
and location information will be on
the bar piano, as usual.

MUSICAL NOTES
Music at the Club winds up another
full season of almost fifty concerts on
June 13. Appropriately, the two fine
artists are Club members Jonathan
Krehm and John Jull, who have given
us so many fine musical experiences.
The Music Committee’s special plans
for centennial year are many and varied,
but members will just have to wait for the
big announcements. Some of the regular
concerts next season will include the return
of Toronto Symphony principal cellist,
Winona Zelenka, Mezzo Norene Burgess
and young baritone Vasil Garvanliev, who
made such a hit last month.
Best wishes for a pleasant summer.
Come join us at Music Wednesday on
September 12.
June 2007
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Summer Garden Party for the
Arts and Letters Club
Come dressed ready for
a Classy Summer Picnic.
Enjoy a delicious
summer supper
graciously hosted by
John Lawson on
Thursday June 21,
2007, 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m.
28 Elgin Avenue—three streets north of Bloor, east of
Bedford Road—west of Avenue Road.
Parking is limited so please car pool, share a taxi or take the
TTC. Detailed instructions including map is available from
the office if required.
PLEASE BOOK EARLY AS SPACE IS LIMITED
Call Naomi for reservations 416 597 0223 ext. 3
Cost $28.50 per person (payable in advance), Cash Bar.
Editor:
Angel Di Zhang
Copyeditor: Naomi Hunter

It’s Not Too Late!
Nominations for the nine vacancies on the Executive
Committee have been submitted to the Nominations
Committee. If there are any further nominations from
members, they must be received by noon, Friday June 1,
2007. (Addressed to the Nominations Committee and left
in the Executive mailbox, to your right on the way into the
Great Hall). The Report of the Nominating Committee
will be posted by noon, Thursday June 7, 2007.

GROUP PADDLING AND BBQ
Tuesday June12 and 19
Join Ruth Morawetz and Ken Judd as they organize another
enjoyable evening of paddling from Harbourfront to the
Toronto islands among the birds, ducks and swans. On
return, savour the beautiful evening view of the Toronto
skyline. All this is under the supervision of a well-qualified
leader in water safety. If you are an inexperienced paddler, a
large voyager canoe seating 20 people is available. As well,
kayaks are also available. On return we will have a fun BBQ.
All the equipment is supplied—for only $10 per person.
All we need is you! Phone (416) 925-0284.

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Music Wednesdays

Poetry Group

Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 to 1:45 p.m.
The concert starting time has changed from 12:45 to 1:00 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, June 6 STARS OF THE

Tuesday June 12
In the Lampsroom, 3:00 p.m. Barbara Elizabeth Mercer will
speak on “How To Really Leave a Legacy.” What will be your
legacy to your family and friends, and yes, in many cases,
even your country? Barbara Mercer’s has published three
poetry books to date with a fourth to come this autumn. Dr.
Santosh Kumar, editor of The Taj Mahal Review says “…she is
an extraordinary Poet of her time.” Barbara is also a
magnificent music composer as well as acclaimed visual
artist. Barbara’s paintings are in the permanent collection of
the UofT Arts Centre, the Robert McLaughlin Gallery in
Oshawa, and many international and private collections.
For further information, please contact Margo Hunt
(416) 925-8922

CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITIONS

The exciting 2006 winners of the competitions
One pianist and two violinists
Wednesday, June 13
JONATHAN KREHM, clarinet JOHN JULL, piano
Three contrasting clarinet/piano selections by
Schumann, Darius Milhaud and Max Reger

Film Night
Please reserve Film Night with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Wednesday, June 13 “Stranger Than Fiction” (2006),
starring Will Ferrell, Emma Thompson, Maggie Gyllenhaal,
Dustin Hoffman, Queen Latifah
Director: Marc Forster Written by: Zach Helm
An IRS auditor’s dull existence suddenly changes when he
begins to hear an author inside his head narrating his life
with extraordinary accuracy.
6
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Photography Group
The May meeting of the photography group, which
focused on the technical side of photography and
Photoshop, was a great success. The next meeting of the
Group is yet unscheduled. To be added to the email list
for information, please contact Gord Fulton
gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Monday, June 4

TRIONTO—MASTERPIECES FOR PIANO TRIO
Peter Bartley, violin Daniela Kepowicz, cello
Dany Nachman, piano
Mozart Trio in C Major Dvorak’s famed “Dumky” Trio
Monday, June 11

ARCTIC QUEST EXHIBITION OPENING

Twenty five Canadian artists including RoseMarie Condon,
Paul Gauthier, Sandra Henderson, John Joy, Margaret
Ludwig, Gerald Sevier, Andrew Sookrah and Mary Wagler
are delighted to exhibit their recent Arctic Paintings in a
juried exhibition June 11–22.
In 2006 the artists mounted an expedition to the Canada’s
high Arctic and Greenland with the assistance of a
successful Sotheby’s auction in the Great Hall. Two
fascinating weeks were spent exploring, sketching and
photographing Canada’s last frontier to mark the centenary
of Roald Amundsen’s completion of our Northwest Passage.
On this Club Night we will have a slide presentation of our
travels. Club members please book early for dinner. There
will also be an open to the public preview on Sunday, June
10, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. with a slide presentation.
Monday, June 18 TO BE ANNOUNCED
Watch for details in your E-bulletin.
Monday, June 25 ART EXHIBITION OPENING: WATER
A members exhibition on the theme of WATER, featuring
concurrently the marine paintings
of Oswald Schenk in the lounge and
Ad Lib presents “Who Killed the Curator,” 8 p.m. (see below).

Ad Lib
SURPRISINGLY HAPPENING
Friday, June 1, 8:00 p.m. (note new
“program”—Stage Workshop
presentation has been moved to June 8):
Ad Lib 1.0. Back to basics; a program-free Ad Lib, with opt-in
participation for all of its resources—games, music,
instruments, the Adliberator (karaoke + 200 song
titles/cd/dvd player), arts & crafts…
Friday, June 8, 8:00 p.m. The workshop of “Who Killed the
Curator?” written and directed by Kathleen Reichelt.
Catered. See Club Night ad for details.
Friday, June 15, 8:00 p.m. JOTO: Jammin’ on the One.
Improv, and Open Sketch and Stand-Up!
Friday, June 22, and Saturday, June 23
7:00 p.m. Lounge, 8:00 p.m. Show: An Ad Lib presentation:
Store Front Studio Presents Schwartzspell!, directed by
Gerald Isaac. Join us for a show in the Great Hall, a drink and
snacks; all only $20. Pay at the door. Please RSVP to Naomi,
416-597-0223 ext.2 for guaranteed seating.
Friday June 29: Under Construction: A Pot Luck Talent Night; a
visual artist; musician or author <your name here> presentation.
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are feature start
times. Your ideas for an Ad Lib programme etc.: please
contact michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call 416-5970223 ext. 1, by 10:00 a.m. each Friday.
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

Literary Tables
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday, June 5 BILL WHITEACRE
The Greatest Raid of All
How commando audacity in 1942 led to eventual victory.
Tuesday, June 12 HEATHER CAMPBELL
will talk on Lady Anne Clifford
an early 17th century rebel who defied a king
Tuesday, June 19 MARGARET MCBURNEY
will speak on “The Club and the Media”
Tuesday, June 26 FETE CHAMPETRE
In Lela Wilson’s garden—41 Alcina Avenue South of St.
Clair—west of Bathurst. If possible, please bring a garden
chair and a cold offering for lunch at 12 noon

Writer’s Table
On June 1 Dr. John Frei will be talking featuring his work.
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Screen Writers Group
There will be no screenwriters meeting in June.
June 2007
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

2

8

9

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

3
Painters

10
Painters

17
Painters
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

24
Painters

4
Executive Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Membership
Cttee 5:00 p.m.
Theatre Cttee
Mtg 7–9 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

11
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

18
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

25
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

5
Literary Cttee
Mtg
Literary Table
Lunch,
12:00 noon
Art Cttee Mtg

12
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.
Theatre Cttee
7–9 p.m.
Singers 5–6:30 p.m.

19
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

26
Literary Table
Fête
Champetre
off site
12:00 noon

6
Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

13
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

20
Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday

27
Painters
Studio
No Music
Wednesday

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, June 15, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

7
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
York Wilson
Exhibition
Open to the Public
12 noon–5 p.m.
House Cttee Mtg
1:30 p.m.

14
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
Annual General
Meeting
5:15 p.m.

21
No LAMPS
lunch today
Summer
Garden Party
5:30 p.m.–
8:30 p.m.

28
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

Saturday

Painters

Art Hanging

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
Show 8 p.m.

15
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

22
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib Show—
Schwartzspell
8 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

29

16
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

23
Art Hanging
Visual Artists’
Brunch
Ad Lib Show—
Schwartzspell
8 p.m.

30

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

The Newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
July/August 2007 Vol. 66 No. 7

President’s Column
June was a busy month! The end of
the York Wilson show, the new
fabulous Arctic Quest exhibition,
getting ready for the A.G.M., the final
Music Wednesday for this season, and
of course, the Annual General
Meeting. Outdoor sketching in the
country, the Garden Party and two
theatre presentations. So many
choices—so little time!
But for those of you who could
not attend the A.G.M. let me bring
you an up date. The Executive had
proposed a change in the Constitution, to remove the required
60/40 ratio, and replace it with the term—“The proportion of
Members classified as Professionals must, at all times, be a majority
of members.” This motion passed with a clear majority. I would like
to thank all of those who verbally presented and handed in reports.
Everyone came away with a much clearer picture of where the Club
stands, both financially and artistically. For those interested, copies
of all reports can be made available.
The evening finished off with a glass of wine, enjoyable
conversation and an excellent dinner. I discussed with a few
members the possibility of having another Town Hall meeting,
where we could have a free-wheeling discussion on concerns that
aren’t part of the A.G.M. Agenda, but are issues of interest. We will
do this in the fall when we can fit it in.
The Club now moves into its slower summer period, but the
Monday Club Movie nights will continue, the casual Tuesday lunch
and the Friday buffet lunch go on and then the closure in August.
When we discuss the future it makes me think of my childhood,
when I was told, “Don’t wish your life away.”
Remember to send in your order for the book, “The Great
Adventure—100 Years at The Arts and Letters Club.” The price
goes up after August 1st, so do it now! This story is too good to
miss.
Thanks all of you who have helped make this an enjoyable year.
Have a good summer.
Lorna Kelly

SUMMER HOURS
Please note the Club’s Summer Hours. For details see page 7.

For details see the
Club Night listings on page 8.

Members News
John Ryerson was appointed in May
as the first Acting Director of Culture
for the City of Markham. In addition
to overseeing the operations of the
Town’s three cultural centres (The
Markham Theatre, the Varley Art
Gallery and the Markham Museum),
John will lead a cultural mapping and
new cultural policy development
program for Markham, one of the
most culturally diverse cities in
Canada. John will also continue on as
the Director of the Varley Art Gallery
in Unionville, celebrating its 10th
Anniversary (1997–2007) this year.
Producers George and Nancy Kee are
taking the show “Sunshine and
Shadows” to The Opera House in
Orillia—the home-town of Stephen
Leacock on July 30th and 31st. They
have also been asked to present the
show in Swanmore in England in
November at Leacock’s birthplace.
Those who missed the premiere at the
Arts and Latters Club in April can
catch it in this finely restored
architectural landmark in this
beautiful town on the shores of Lake
Couchiching. James B. Douglas, the
internationally renowned Canadian
actor, will present his original one-man
show in his inimitable style.
Ron Bolt and two artist friends will
show new works titled Ancient Places at
the Art Gallery of Northumberland in
historic downtown Cobourg from July
7 to August 25, 2007. Drive one hour
east of Toronto; visit Victoria Hall, the
harbour, lunch on the main street, and
see how three artists deal with earth’s
sacred past. Catalogue available.
Tina Newlove received First Prize on
June 6 at “Through the Eyes of the
Artist,” Lakeshore Arts’ 14th annual art
exhibition. City Crowd was chosen out
of 120 entries. The jurors were
enthusiastic with praise for this
painting, comparing it to works by Klee
and Kandinsky. Tina will again be a
participant at the Junction Arts Festival
this September at Latitude 44 Gallery
with her exhibition entitled Crowded.
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Rose Anna Newlove had a feature
article published in the Queen’s Plate
Souvenir Edition magazine about Linda
Shantz, a local equine artist.
David Dawson and Alan Stein have
paintings in a group exhibit,
“Impressions of Massasauga Provincial
Park” at the Charles W. Stockey
Centre for the Performing Arts, in
Parry Sound, Ontario. The exhibit
opened June 5th and continues until
September 2, 2007. The park stretches
along Georgian Bay from Parry Sound
to the Moon River.
www.stockeycentre.com
Wendy Boyd is showing some of her
mosaics as part of an exhibition
currently on at the Williams Mill
Gallery in Glen Williams. The
exhibition continues until Sunday July
8th.
Podi Lawrence has just announced a
workshop at the Homer Watson
House and Gallery (also celebrating
their 100th anniversary next year) in
Kitchener for September 14 to 16.
This workshop will take place during
her exhibition featuring many of her
works from the UpTown Waterloo Jazz
Festival, for which she has been
resident artist for the past six years.
Full details Homer Watson Gallery
(519) 748 4377 and direct from Podi
(519) 885 3840.
In the May 30 newsletter of the
Canadian Mining Association, Peter
McBride wrote about Susan
Ioannou’s latest book Looking
Through Stone: “The mining sector
should embrace this collection of
poetry, which shows the industry
from a different and enlightening
perspective, as its own.”
Daryl Taylor is appearing in the
Toronto Fringe production of George
Bernard Shaw’s Mrs Warren’s Profession.
The production is being presented in
The Music Room at Hart House at
8:00 p.m. Monday July 9 to Saturday
July 14. Shaw in the City! For tickets
and information call 416 966 1062 or
the Toronto Fringe Festival website.

Member John Jull will be giving a
half-hour piano recital of two Mozart
sonatas at St. James Cathedral (65
Church Street) on Sunday July 22 at
4 p.m. in the afternoon.
Jayne Eastwood is heading to
Scotland in August with the sketch
comedy troupe Women Fully Clothed.
The group will be performing at the
invitation of the prestigious Festival
Fringe in Edinburgh. Jayne, Kathryn
Greenwood, Debra McGrath, Robin
Duke and Teresa Pavlinek serve up
hilarious sketches about the challenges
of careers, family dynamics,
friendships and sexuality. You can see
them here first! The group will be
holding a benefit performance at the
Arts and Letters Club at 7:30 p.m.
July 24 and 25, with proceeds going to
the Performing Arts Lodge (PAL)
Toronto. To reserve, call (416) 7633476 or send an e-mail to
mail@womenfullyclothed.com.

New Members
John O’Keefe is an acoustical designer
of performing arts venues across the
country, including the Princess of
Wales Theatre and the Four Seasons
Centre for the Performing Arts. He is
an Adjunct Professor at UofT’s Faculty
of Architecture and Landscape Design.
He is the Past-President of Ensemble
Noir, one of Canada’s most exciting
exponents of culturally diverse new
classical music. Sponsored by Morna
Wales and John Goddard.
Edward Saraydar is a retired Professor
of Economics from the University of
Western Ontario. He has had an
interesting career as a radio officer for
the U.S. Merchant Marine and four
years in the U.S. Air Force serving in
Korea and Japan. He has been teaching
at Western since 1967 and became a
Canadian citizen in 1975. Sponsored
by Frances Webster and Keron Platt.
Katherine A. Lochnan has a Ph.D in
History of Art from the Courtauld
Institute, University of London
continued on page 3

New Members
continued from page 2

LOOKING BACK

(England). She has a certificate in
Museum Management from the
University of California (Berkeley). She
has worked at The Art Gallery of
Ontario among other places and taught
at both York University and the
University of Toronto. She has a long
history of written articles and lectures.
Sponsored by Scott James and Rollo
Myers.
Please welcome back to the Club
visual artist Dawn Dougall.

Obituary
NORMAN McMURRICH
Norm was one of only five architects
to serve as club president (1980–82)
and, to no one’s surprise, he served us
well. He seemed to do everything well,
having been president of the Royal
Architectural Institute of Canada, and
an honorary fellow of both the
American and Mexican Institute of
Architects. His firms, McMurrich and
Oxley, and then the Norr Partnership
were responsible for many significant
buildings in the city, including the U
of T medical science building and
several buildings for Trinity College.
It was always fun to be with Norm,
to enjoy his good nature and dry wit.
Once, when he was chairing an early
LAMPS Week architecture lunch, he
reminded those present that, while the
club had few architect-members, they
still represented the world’s second
oldest profession. He was devoted to
the club and, no matter how busy he
was, he found time to write for, or act
in, about fifteen spring revues. He also
loved to paint. Several of his
watercolours hung in the club’s juried
shows.
Norm died on April 17th, having
spent the last eight years of his life in
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre.
He will be remembered with great
affection.
Margaret McBurney

It sometimes occurs to me while
perusing the club’s historical lore that,
all too often, we fail to acknowledge
the many gifts from loyal and
generous members—and the gift list is
a long one. In the music category are
items such as a bronze medallion done
by Sorel Etrog to mark the 50th
anniversary of the Toronto Symphony
(donated by the sculptor); an electric
organ now tucked away up in the
minstrels’ gallery in the Great Hall (a
gift from past-president Jack Yocom);
and the fine Steinway grand piano in
the lounge, given to us in 1973 by
Clarence Hassard. And then there
was Dick Blue’s bequest. A few years
before his death in 1980, he
established the Arts and Letters Music
Scholarship at the Royal Conservatory
of Music. It is still awarded every year.
Dick arrived from England in the
1920s. In the mid-30s, his friend,
Graham McInnes, described him “as
unreconstructed a stage-Englishman as
you’d meet anywhere; complete with
checked yellow waistcoat, tweed
‘county suit,’ bristly United Services
Club mustache, pipe and basset
hound.” And he loved to play the
piano. “He could play Chopin and

Lully like a dream on his tiny boudoir
grand. Many a roaring rye-fuelled
social discussion––half the people
sprawled on the floor and the rest on
what few chairs there were––would be
stilled by Dick’s sudden slam of the
piano lid, followed by a dreamy
nocturne or spirited mazurka.... . He
ceased to be a comic Englishman in
the colonies and became the lost lonely
lovable soul he was.”
In 1962, Dick joined the club,
proposed by Healy Willan. In no time
he was delighting members “with his
versions of Noel Coward and other
modern masters, singing as he played
... with skill, with virtuosity and with
élan.” His last years were difficult
because of failing health, but according
to a tribute to him in The Monthly
Letter, Spring 1980, “even when illness
impaired his ability to play the piano,
he continued to enjoy music and
arrange for concerts by talented young
people at the club.”
Now, twenty-seven years after
Dick’s death, the Arts and Letters
Music Scholarship has been awarded
to thirty deserving young musicians.
First on the list in 1977–78 was cellist
Ofra Harnoy. The second winner was
Margaret Schabas, an oboist and the
daughter of Ann and past-president
Ezra Schabas. The most recent winner
(for a second year) was Eve Eracleous,
a trumpeter. Dick Blue would be
pleased.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through
the club’s first 100 years. A
comprehensive history of the club will
be published later this year to celebrate
our centenary in 2008. The
Publication Committee is now
compiling a list of people and
organizations to notify about this book.
If you know of anyone––a former
member, a descendant of a former
member, etc.—who might be
interested, would you kindly provide us
with contact information? If you’d care
to help with the book’s promotion,
please e-mail Nancy Kee, George Kee
or Tim Nau.
July/August 2007
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
FINE ART AUCTION

The proceeds will go to restoring the
LAMPS Room. Intent to donate forms
and information now available on the
piano in the Lounge. We have already
been offered 5 paintings! Don’t be
late—tell us now what you plan to
DONATE!

ART COMMITTEE REPORT

Allow me to introduce you to the 3
new members now on the Art
Committee. Kenneth Flitton, who
will assist Marvyne Jenoff, Marjorie
Pepper and Katherine Dolgy-Ludwig
on the Exhibitions Team, headed by
Doug Purdon.
Kathleen Reichelt, of Who Killed
the Curator fame, will assist with
publicity and communications and
Fran Webster will organize the
outdoor sketching and weekends.
Continuing on the Committee are
Barbara Mitchell as Curator, and
Vernon Mould working on policies
concerning the art collection. Angel
Di Zhang continues as recording
secretary par excellence. Olja Müller
will continue to report on the 3rd
floor Studio sessions. Farhad NargolO’Neill is the incoming Chair of the
Art Committee, preparing to succeed
me this time next year. I am looking
forward to a stellar centenary year with
these creative, hard working members.

YORK WILSON

A special thanks to everyone who
assisted with the exciting York Wilson
Exhibition. Lela Wilson and her
grandson Doug Barrett were
wonderful. Doug Purdon, Barbara
Mitchell, Marvyne Jenoff, Kenneth
Flitton, Keron Platt, Angel Di
Zhang—thank you all for your
assistance, and as always Fiona
McKeown and Naomi Hunter.

LISTS

Ray Cattell and Barbara Mitchell are
to be thanked for updating the framed
lists of Presidents Portraits, Executive
Lists, the Cumine Scholarship
Winners and the Royal Conservatory
Scholarship winners in the Lounge
4
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which had not been updated since
2000—no small task.
My Art Committee Report to the
Annual General Meeting is available
in the Club or I can email it to you on
request.
Zora Buchanan
Art Committee Chair

ANNOUNCEMENT TO MEMBERS
WHO HAVE EXHIBITED WORK
IN ART SHOWS
The Art Committee often needs more
people to help install our shows. If
you would like to volunteer, please
contact Doug Purdon, Exhibition
Chair, purdonartist@sympatico.ca,
416-759-3126. If you have exhibited
work and never helped with an
installation, you may be phoned and
asked to do so.
Installing a show is a rewarding
event, providing camaraderie and a
sense of accomplishment. The next
opportunity to help would be on the
morning of Saturday, September 29,
when “A Spirited Exhibition,” by
members, goes up.

Marvyne Jenoff
for the Art Committee

MEMBERS BY MEMBERS

A “Members by Members” juried
show is scheduled for January 2008.
There are several opportunities in the
third floor studio to be either a model
or sketcher or painter.
If you have the time and
inclination to pose or paint for three
consecutive Wednesdays 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. then contact Olja Müller:
416-489-2024; e-mail:
oljamullerartist@total.net.
You can also paint or sit on Fridays
10 a.m. to 12 noon and 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. To volunteer to sit contact
Wendy Boyd: 416-535-8913; e-mail
wendyab@axxent.ca.
If you are uninhibited, you can pose in
the buff on Sundays 9:45 a.m. to 2:45
p.m. To volunteer to sit contact Andrew
Sookrah: 416-769-0825; e-mail
sookrah@engineroom.ca.
Additionally there is now the
opportunity to pose or sketch or paint on

the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 3
to 6 p.m. prior to the Monday Club
Night supper in June and from
September to December. The actual dates
are: June 25; September 10 and 24;
October 24 (the 2nd Monday is
Thanksgiving and the club is closed);
November 12 and 26; and December
4th. To volunteer to sit or sketch or paint
contact Olja Müller: 416-489-2024; email: oljamullerartist@total.net.
Olja Müller

Get your passports
ready!
Virginia Trieloff, now living 6
months in Newfoundland and 6
months in Barbados, has invited
interested artists to fly to Barbados for
the last week or two in
January/February 2008 to paint in the
sun. We need to know who is keen as
the bookings must be arranged very
soon. There is a minimum of 8 to a
maximum of 12 places. Make sure
you order your passports soon if you
are interested. Please call Frances
Webster at 416-222-1929 or at her
email address in 2007 Directory.

Plein Air Painters
Bill Van Orschot, President of
Society of York Region Artists has
invited outdoor painters to join in
a Plein Air event to paint during
the Doors Open Aurora event,
August 11 in Aurora. Outdoor
painters may then enter the
Heritage section of Art Aurora
with their paintings. There is no
charge. See
www.e-aurora.ca/doorsopenaurora
for available painting sites. Please
contact Bill
bill.vanorschot@sympatico.ca
or 905-727-4539 for more
information.
Valerie Kent
Editor:
Angel Di Zhang
Copyeditor: Naomi Hunter

Johanna
Sedlmayer-Katz

Johanna Sedlmayer-Katz is a modest
person. “Why do you want to write
about me? I haven’t done anything
special!” she says. But Johanna has
done many special things during her
life, and one of them was giving a
substantial donation to the Club’s
Communications Committee.
“Johanna is a member of our
committee and when she learned of
the need to video record important
Club events and heard that there were
no funds, she contributed a generous
gift to fully finance the project. Later,
when the Committee wanted to
produce a DVD for our Centenary,
Johanna assisted with a further
donation. Without Johanna’s
involvement, encouragement and help,
none of these projects could have been
undertaken,” says Committee Chair
Roland de Corneille.
The Club isn’t the only beneficiary
of Johanna’s generosity. She and her
late husband collected books and art
and in 2004 she gave the UofT’s Fisher
Rare Book Library several first editions,
some drawings by J.E.H. and Thoreau
MacDonald, and a book of mementos
with entries (drawings, poems,
messages) from artists, writers and
musicians including Marc Chagall,
Margaret Atwood, and Pablo Casals.
“My father always said ‘A book is a
good friend’ and I’m happy to know
this special book is now in the hands
of people who will treat it as a good
friend long after I’m gone.”
Johanna was born in Austria, studied
in Graz, and came to Canada in 1953.

Although she had a good education, as
an immigrant, she took a job in a
factory in the Garment District on
Spadina Avenue. The pay was just 25
cents an hour. “I knew real poverty in
those days. It was worse than in Austria
just after the war.” Her talents were
soon recognized, however, and she
moved to a clerical position with better
pay, which enabled her to save money
and put herself through Ontario
Teachers’ College. After graduating, she
taught Housing and Design, the
History of Costume, and Family Living
at Philemon Wright High School in
Hull, Québec. She also earned a degree
in Fine Art from Carleton University
while living in Hull.
It was on an airplane that Johanna
met her future husband, businessman
and professional engineer Leon Katz.
Johanna and Leon had both emigrated

from what had once been the Austrian
Empire and they shared a passion for
books and art.
“I got to know the Club through
Leon. He was a member for 33 years,
and before he passed away, I became a
member in my own right. Margaret
McBurney acted as my sponsor. I will
always be thankful to her for this and
for the many other kindnesses she has
shown me. The Club is now like a
second home to me.”
Lorna Kelly says of Johanna: “She
is a very generous person by nature
and, as Club president, I want to say
on behalf of all our members how
much we appreciate her gift. I know
that the video camera will be extremely
useful to the Club in recording our
memories for years to come.”
Tim Nau

OUTDOOR SKETCHING
July 14th—an In-Town Outdoor Sketching Outing
Elsa and John Joy will welcome us to their home and beautiful garden at 30
Ringwood Crescent just southwest of the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills Road.
They may be reached at 416-494-7308. Don’t forget to bring a lawn chair, sun-screen
and a camera. Detailed maps will be available shortly on the piano, in the lounge.

ALAN AND JOAN DUBROS
Saturday, August 11, 108 Heath Street West with Alan (Duby) and Joan Dubros.
Come by noon with food or wine and a bathing suit if you like to swim. There is a
parking lot off Heath, west of Yonge. Street parking suggests a one hour limit.
Those wishing to draw or paint will find no problem parking in Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery. It has one of North Americas finest collection of trees, interesting
sculpture and lovely gardens. Main entrance is East off Yonge.

Weekend Outing, September 15–16th
The Georgian Bay Outdoor Painting Weekend starts Saturday September 15 at
9:00 a.m. Duggan and Alistair Melhuish and Paul Hughes will pick up the
painters at the Delawana docks for transport to various “paintable” islands in
Georgian Bay. Artists and spouse only, please, as boat space is limited. Bring your
own picnic lunch. Dinner Saturday evening will be at the Delawana Inn. Sunday
morning we will start again at 9:00 a.m. at the Delawana docks, for a painting
session in the morning. After a “pot luck” picnic lunch on Kindersley Island,
everyone will be returned to the Delawana docks in time for an easy drive home.
As space is limited, ONLY the first 20 people that register with Fran Webster
at 416-222-1929 or at her email address in 2007 Directory will be accepted.
Accommodation should be booked well in advance, at the Delawana Inn
(1-800-627-3387) or the new Rawley Resort (formerly Rawley Lodge,
1-800-263-7538) in Port Severn [has had good reviews] or the Inn at Christie’s
Mill, Port Severn (1-800-465-9966).

continued on page 7
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NEWS FROM THE
2008 CENTENARY
COMMITTEE
The Centenary Committee has held
19 monthly meetings since June 2005!
No meetings are scheduled for this
summer.
Many exciting projects are afoot,
including The Great Adventure: 100
Years at The Arts and Letters Club book
launch and dinner in honour of
Margaret McBurney on Saturday,
November 3, 2007, a big Centenary
Anniversary members dinner on
Wednesday, March 25, 2008, the
street closing party and Doors Open
now scheduled for Sunday, May 25,
2008 and many more exciting events
in between. Hopefully by the fall we
will have announcements on the Club
website, thanks to George Garlock.
Mary-Jane Large is in charge of both
dinners and Julian Mulock is
organizing events on the street and in
the Club for May 25, 2008!
Good news! Reg Wallace announces
that the famous costume designer
Dora Rust-D’Eye will be designing
new tabards for the Boar’s Head!
Club Night February 11, 2008 will
feature a great MacMillan-Comfort
musical evening, with present
generation musical members of both
families performing, and the
presentation to the Club of a Comfort
drawing of Sir Ernest conducting,
signed by Club members at the time!
All LAMPS disciplines are
scheduling special activities, both
historical and future looking events!
Suggestions still welcomed! Dates are
filling up fast!
Watch LAMPSletter for further
announcements!
John Lawson
Chair, Centenary Committee

MUSICAL NOTES
Best wishes for a pleasant summer.
Come join us at Music Wednesday on
September 12.
6
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GO ON A WONDERFUL
MUSICAL DATE with

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2007
(6:30 p.m. Dinner, 8:00 p.m. Show)
www.drowsychaperone.com
Welcome to The Drowsy Chaperone, the new musical company that is
swooping into town with tons of laughs and the most 2006 Tony
Awards® of any musical on Broadway! It all begins when a die-hard
musical fan plays his favourite cast album, a 1928 smash hit called The
Drowsy Chaperone, and the show magically bursts to life. We are
instantly immersed in the glamorous, hilarious tale of a celebrity bride
and her uproarious wedding day, complete with thrills and surprises that
take both the cast (literally) and the audience (metaphorically) soaring
into the rafters.
Originally a Toronto Fringe Festival production, the creative team behind
The Drowsy Chaperone has membership and familial ties to The Arts and
Letters Club.

Thursday, October 4, 2007
Cocktails 6 p.m. for Dinner 6:30 p.m. (sharp)
Dinner and Show—$105 (3-course dinner)
Performance 8 p.m., Show only—$80 per person
The Elgin Theatre, 189 Yonge Street
Please reserve your tickets and dinners with Naomi Hunter, 416-5970223, ext.2, by JULY 20, 2007. 50 tickets have been booked; more can be
added for a small, additional administrative fee—don’t be stung, PLEASE
RESERVE NOW.
ALL show-goers, including show-only goers, please assemble at the club
at 7:15 p.m. to collect your tickets. We will then walk to the theatre.
Any special transportation must be arranged be individual show-goers.
Earlier ticket pick-ups from the club may be arranged.

Centenary Photo Directory
It’s not too late! To schedule a time to sit for a digital photo, please call Joan
VanDuzer at 416 967-1267or email at joanvanduzer@sympatico.ca.
Biographies and/or personal photos should be e-mailed to
photodirectory@artsandlettersclub.ca. Those without access to e-mail should
deliver or fax their material to Naomi in the Club office (Fax 416-597-9544) at
their earliest convenience.

CURATOR’S CORNER
“MEMORIES, DREAMS, PARIS “ 1968
by York Wilson R.C.A. (1907–1984)
Acrylic with collage on canvas
12 x 16 inches; 30.5 x 40.5 centimeters
In 1959 York and Lela Wilson left Toronto to live in
Paris for four years. On arrival they went immediately to
the studio of Belgian artist Luc Peire who associated with
a group of painters called The Constructivists and
practiced a hard-edged, concrete interpretation of
Abstraction. Peire began taking the Wilsons to all the
vernissages or art openings of his circle. Unbeknownst to
the Constructivist group, York was not at all attracted to
their style or ideas, and continued to work in his own
Abstract style.
In 1963 the Wilsons left Paris for the Middle East and
Asia. Starting in Hong Kong with his Wall of China
paintings, Lela began noticing a slight change in his
treatments and composition. Then again in Jaipur,
sketches of some ancient buildings showed unusual rosecoloured stripes, and finally in his linear patterns of roofs
in Cyprus. In 1966 they returned to Paris and rented
Peire’s studio for several months. York put a blank canvas
on the easel thinking he would paint some of his ideas
from their Asian trip in the morning. During his first and
second nights sleeping there York had dreams of a strange
style of painting like nothing he had ever seen before.
Much later he was to call this style ‘Geometric’. The first
morning at breakfast he told Lela he had had a most vivid
dream and that before he ate breakfast he would like to
get down on paper the composition of the painting in the
dream. After breakfast he said the colours were most
unusual and it was important to add them to the sketch.
By five o’clock that evening he was still glued to his
sketch. The next day and the days after, nothing changed
in his habit of working only on Geometric cartoons.
One day Dr. Harkavy, a New York psychiatrist stopped
by. When York recounted the story of his dreams and
how they had changed his work, the doctor declared this
was the closest he had ever been to the actual origins of
an artist’s creative process, that the dreams came from an
inner experience of deep creation and York should not,
nor probably could not, suppress it. York’s struggle to
return to his original painting style continued for three
months, but the Geometric style won and he returned to
Toronto that year with about 50 Geometric studies, 2
serigraphs, a tapestry and a vow not to exhibit anything
for a year while he evaluated the experiment. His
Geometric period eventually ended in 1971 as abruptly as
it had begun.

SUMMER HOURS and
RECIPROCAL CLUB PRIVILEGES
As always, during the month of July and early August, the Club
moves to a Summer Hours schedule. The Club will be open on
Mondays from 11 a.m.–10 p.m. (which includes the regular
Monday night dinner accompanied by a film) and from 11
a.m.–4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. There will be NO lunch
service on Monday or Wednesday—Tues./Thurs. and the regular
Friday buffet only!! The Club closes at 4 p.m. on Friday, August
10th and will re-open after the Labour Day weekend, on
Tuesday, September 4th. During the closure, Club members
may visit the Royal Canadian Military Institute on University
Avenue. (The University Club will not be an option this
summer as their dining room is closed for renovations.)
The RCMI is located at 426 University Avenue (416) 597
0286. Details including hours of operation and a schedule of
events are posted at our Club bar and are available by fax or
email by calling Naomi at Ext. 3.
At the Club Night on Monday September 24th, the Club will
host the Alcuin Society and winners for 2006 of the Alcuin
Society Awards for Excellence in Book Design in Canada. The
winning entries will be on exhibit in Toronto at the Design
Exchange 234 Bay Street from August 1st to August 31st.

OUTDOOR SKETCHING continued from page 5
NANCY AND AUBREY RUSSEL
For those interested in a one-day outing, on Saturday October
13 join the Outdoor Sketchers at “Moylena,” the country
abode of Nancy and Aubrey Russel near Palgrave Ontario.
Details, map and directions will be available in September.

SOUTHAMPTON
Jane Champagne and John Blumenson are proposing a
weekend paint out at Southampton, October 19–21. Jane has
arranged accommodations at Chantry Breezes B&B for $50
per person double room, and at the Southampton Inn, price
to be determined.
Fifty years ago, three members of the Group of Seven (A.Y.,
Lismer and Varley) agreed to be on the Advisory Board for
the founding of the Southampton Art School, celebrating its
50th anniversary this year and now the longest running threeseason art school in the province. Numbers of A&L members
taught and still teach there—and some even take workshops!
There will still be fall colour and Lake Huron’s fishing
boats, beaches, forests, farmland, 19th century towns, and
characters to paint. Even some hills for John J.
Please let John Blumenson (jblumenson@sympatico.ca)
or Jane Champagne (janec@bmts.com) know whether you’d
like to do this, and we’ll plan accordingly.
Travel and location information will be on the bar piano as usual.
July/August 2007
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WHAT’S ON IN JULY/AUGUST
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
Monday, July 9th

IRIS

Monday, July 23rd

MODIGLIANI

Writer/Director: Mick Davis
Starring: Andy Garcia, Elsa Zylberstein,
Omid Djalili, Eva Herzigova

Writer/Director: Richard Eyre
Starring: Judi Dench, Jim Broadbent, Kate Winslet

Monday, July 30th

Monday, July 16th

Director: Richard Eyre;
Writer: Jeffrey Hatcher
Starring: Billy Crudup, Claire Danes,
Rupert Everett, Tom Wilkinson

TOUS LES MATINS DU MONDE
(ALL THE MORNINGS OF THE WORLD)

Director: Alain Corneau;
Writers: Pascal Quignard and Alain Corneau
Starring: Gerard Depardieu, Guilliame Depardieu,
Anne Brochet, Jean-Pierre Marielle

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday,
July 10, at 3 p.m. in the Lampsroom.
Guest Speaker will be the Club’s own

JOHN RAMMELL
John will not only speak on the life and
work of a most significant Poet, but will
also address the subject of Poetry in
general. On a prior occasion, speaking of Poetry
at an event, John said as follows:
“Poetry is the response of our innermost
being to the ecstasy, the agony and the
all-embracing mystery of life. It is a
song, or a sigh or a cry, often all of them
together.” He also remarked (in reference
to Poetry…
“A poem is a window that hangs between
two or more human beings who otherwise
live in darkened rooms.”
Don’t miss this critically informative and
insightful opportunity to understand more
keenly the heart and soul of the amazing
artistic enterprise, more simply known as

POETRY
For further information, please call
Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922.

Photography Group
To be added to the email list for information, please contact
Gord Fulton gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

STAGE BEAUTY

Summer Movies have been selected by David Eng. Come to
dine and watch the films and stay to discuss your response.

Ad Lib
EXCELSIOR! Thank You, EVERYONE, who
made Ad Lib’s 2nd year a total SUCCESS!
Highlights ’06–’07: Jammin’ on the One
monthly; Stage Workshops Hot Dog!: The
Musical, This is Cancer, Who Killed the
Curator; A&LC Photography, Architects,
& Singers; Presenters Angel Di Zhang, Marvyne Jenoff, Dr.
Betty Trott; David Ben!; Spamalot; Lovely Ladies, Great
Canadian Write-Off; Schwartz-Spell, Halloween, Yuletide,
12th Night parties, Phil ‘n’ the Dots.

SURPRISINGLY HAPPENING
Friday, June 29, 7 p.m.: Ad Lib General Meeting and Canada
Day Party. The LAST Ad Lib of 2006–07 hopes to draw a
quorum of twenty for a General Meeting. The agenda of the
meeting will include: a progress review on last year’s
meeting’s “resolutions,” the establishment of Terms of
Reference, “Ad Lib Party” roles, and scheduling 2007–2008.
Then we will enjoy a preview of the Great Canadian
Songwriter Songdown, another best of Ad Lib review,
games, the Adliberator, etc. EVERY member of the A&LC is
welcome to attend and participate during the meeting.
July and August—NO programme
It’s the summer hiatus of Ad Lib.
See the September LAMPSletter and
Ad Lib e-Buzzetin for details of 2007–08.
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are feature start times.
Your ideas for an Ad Lib programme, to get on the Ad Lib
e-Buzzetin list: please contact michael.symonds@sympatico.ca.
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for selection
& to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call 416-597-0223 ext. 1,
by 10 a.m., each Friday.

michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
Listings continue on page 9
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July 2007
Sunday

Monday

1
CLUB
CLOSED
Canada Day

2
CLUB
CLOSED
in lieu of
Canada Day

3
4
Studio
Literary
Painters TBA
Cttee Mtg
Literary
Table Lunch
12:00 noon

8
Sunday
Painters

9

10

15
Sunday
Painters

16
Club Night
dinner
6:30 p.m.

18
17
Painters
Literary
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon

21
19
20
LAMPS
TGIF Lunch
Lunch
12 noon
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

22
Sunday
Painters

23

25
24
Literary
Painters
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon

28
26
27
TGIF
Lunch
LAMPS
12 noon
Lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

29
Sunday
Painters
TBA

30
Club Night
dinner
6:30 p.m.

Members
portraits in
Studio 3–6 p.m.
Club Night
dinner
6:30 p.m.

Members
portraits in
Studio 3–6 p.m.
Club Night
dinner
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00
noon
Poetry Gp 3 p.m.
Exec Mtg and
Dinner

11
Painters
Studio
Membership
Cttee Mtg
5 p.m.
House Com
Mtg 5:15 p.m.

Friday

Saturday

5
6
7
TGIF Lunch
LAMPS
12 noon
Lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

14
13
12
LAMPS
TGIF Lunch Outdoor
Sketching
Lunch
12 noon
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

31
Literary
Table Lunch
12:00 noon

The Club will be closed from Friday, August 10 at 4 p.m. to Monday, September 3 inclusive and
re-open for regular activities on Tuesday September 4, 2006.

WHAT’S ON IN JULY/AUGUST
Literary Table
During the month of July and on Tuesday August 7th, the
Literary Table will meet informally for conversation and
lunch. Join us in the lounge from 11:30 a.m. All Club
members and guests are welcome! Please call ahead to the
reservations voicemail at ext 2 or before 10 a.m. Tuesday
morning, directly to Naomi at ext 3.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: Summer Movie Nights ad by Angel Di
Zhang
Page 3: Looking Back photograph of Dick Blue
by Bill Sheldon.
Page 5: Johanna Sadelmayer-Katz photograph by
Angel Di Zhang
Page 8: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
July/August 2007
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August 2007
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

3
2
4
TGIF Lunch
LAMPS
12 noon
Lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

6
CIVIC
HOIIDAY
CLUB
CLOSED

8
7
Literary
Table Lunch
12:00 noon

12
CLUB
CLOSED

13
CLUB
CLOSED

14
CLUB
CLOSED

15
CLUB
CLOSED

16
CLUB
CLOSED

17
CLUB
CLOSED

18
CLUB
CLOSED

19
CLUB
CLOSED

20
CLUB
CLOSED

21
CLUB
CLOSED

22
CLUB
CLOSED

23
CLUB
CLOSED

24
CLUB
CLOSED

25
CLUB
CLOSED

26
CLUB
CLOSED

27
CLUB
CLOSED

28
CLUB
CLOSED

29
CLUB
CLOSED

30
CLUB
CLOSED

31

5
Painters

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, August 10, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

11
10
9
LAMPS
TGIF Lunch CLUB
Lunch
12 noon
CLOSED
Reservations LAMPSletter
Outdoor
12–1:00 p.m. Deadline
Sketching

CLUB
CLOSED

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
Summer has once again slipped by
and we are gearing up for a very
busy fall session at the Club.
Welcome back!
There are many of the regular
events, but we are also participating
in Nuit Blanche for the first time.
You will find information about that
in this issue of the LAMPSletter.
Please participate and try to attend
for part of the event. There is a great
deal of planning and excitement
about our Centenary Year with the
launch in November of our book. I do hope you have ordered
your copies. But you will hear lots more about that next month.
I have been reading so much this summer about the effect of the
Baby Boom generation, and have wondered how it will affect the
Club. We talk about encouraging younger people to join and now we
have this mass of individuals just entering their sixties with more
money and more time on their hands. Are they our new target?
However there has also been a good article by Lawrence Martin in the
Globe and Mail on the potential for a “generational shakedown” with
the coming group. What effect will this group have on the Club?
They sound much more interesting, and are categorized as a “society
of new Phoenicians.” An open, innovative and enterprising trading
culture. It made me think of examples we now have in the Club who
are taking on tasks and creating events. Farhad Nargol-O’Neill and
Andrew Sookrah, those behind the Nuit Blanche planning, Michael
Symonds and the Ad Lib events, Margaret Logan taking over
Members Dinners, Angel Di Zhang, the Editor of the LAMPSletter
and on the Art Committee, Marianne Fedunkiw playwright and
performer, and others who are helping keep the Club alive. One of
the things that categorizes the new Phoenicians is that they are
ethnically diverse and willing to take risks.
We will still be happy to see some of those retired Baby
Boomers join the Club but aren’t we lucky to have some of the
group following them participate so fully. When you pick out
one member or a few players, you always miss someone, but I
hope you all understand my excitement and will forgive me if I
did not include you in this small list.
As we move forward to our Centenary and a new year at the
Club, let us celebrate the past achievements. Welcome the
challenges of today and prepare for what they may be tomorrow.
Lorna Kelly

MEMBERS’
DINNER
Thursday, September 20, 2007

John Hobday
Please reserve for Members’ Dinner in advance
with Naomi at Ext. 2 voice mail
Bar 6:00 p.m.; Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $26.00, payable in advance
“The Arts in Canada—Looking Back and Moving Forward”
From the perspective of a long and distinguished career in the
arts, arts advocacy and philanthropy, John Hobday will deliver
a personal overview of the development of the arts in Canada
over the past fifty years. He will survey what has been so
painstakingly and often painfully accomplished in the process
of creating one of Canada’s greatest success stories. He will also
identify some of the major challenges and opportunities facing
artists and arts organisations and everyone who cares about the
encouragement of the arts for the benefit of all Canadians.
John Hobday has worked in the arts, radio and television,
arts advocacy, corporate sponsorship and philanthropy.
He has served on numerous commissions, committees,
panels and boards, including those of the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO, Bravo! FACT, the Saidye
Bronfman Centre, the Council for Business and the Arts in
Canada, the Centre for Cultural Management at the University
of Waterloo and the Historica Foundation.
In 1982, Mr. Hobday was appointed Executive Director,
Corporate Donations for Seagram Canada. As Chairman of the
Seagram Symphonia program, he helped expand Seagram
support for Canada’s orchestras. From 1983 to 2003, he was also
Executive Director of the Samuel & Saidye Bronfman Family
Foundation, which works primarily in the arts, cultural
management and community development. Mr. Hobday was the
Director of the Canada Council for the Arts from 2003 to 2006.
Mr. Hobday is a Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts. He
has received both the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and Golden Jubilee
Medals, the Commemorative Medal for the 125th Anniversary
of Confederation and an Honorary Life Membership Award and
the Betty Webster Award from Orchestras Canada. He was also
awarded the prestigious Diplôme d’honneur by the Canadian
Conference of the Arts in 1999. In 2001, he was appointed to
the Order of Canada. He holds two honorary doctorate degrees.
In 2006, the Canada Council, with a $1 million donation from
The Samuel and Saidye Bronfman Family Foundation, created
the John Hobday Awards, two annual awards celebrating
outstanding achievement in the field of arts management.

Members News
In August Pat Fairhead traveled to the
high arctic, going as far north as possible
via an icebreaker ship where the sea is
open. She sketched and photographed
for this winter’s work which will be
shown at Trias Gallery next year.
Donald and Eve Gillies enjoyed
most of June and July first in Scotland
and then England. In Skye, where
Donald was born, he has been
studying Gaelic for several summers at
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Gaelic College
of the UHI Millennium Institute. The
UHI is a degree-granting institution
with fifteen campuses from Perth in
the southern highlands to the Orkney
and Shetland islands in the far north
and will become the independent
University of the Highlands and
Islands in 2008. Donald has been
appointed an Honorary Professor of
the UHI for his ongoing research in
Gaelic cultural studies and his
participation in its development
towards full university status.
Peter Moon, an army reservist, is
the 2007 winner of the Anishinabek
Nation’s Debwewin Award for
“excellence in the coverage of
aboriginal issues in the media.” Peter is
the public affairs ranger for the 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group. He
writes regularly about the Canadian
Rangers, who are mostly part-time
aboriginal soldiers in Canada’s remote
and isolated regions, in military,
aboriginal and other media.
Debwewin is Ojibwa for “truth” or
“speaking from the heart.”
Anishinabek Nation represents 43
Ojibway First Nations in Ontario.
Zora Buchanan is pleased to have
had some of her mixed media work
selected for the Federation of
Canadian Artists “Painting on the
Edge” exhibition in Vancouver, B.C.
Aug. 21–Sept. 9 and for the Society of
Canadian Artist’s “40th Anniversary
Open Juried Exhibition” in Ogilvy’s,
Montreal, Quebec Aug. 13–Aug. 22.
Andrew Sookrah had an exhibition of
his work at the Lodge at Amherst Island in
August. He now also has a painting in the
2
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Art Collection of the Government of
Ontario through the OSA.
Lois Dierlam has had a watercolour
painting, painted on Japanese Tanjo
paper, accepted into the Province of
Ontario Art Collection and Archives.
The painting Province of Ontario
Killarney Park, A.Y. Jackson Lake will be
on display next year in the Parliament
Buildings, Queens Park, Toronto.
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig, now
based in New York City with the A.I.R.
Gallery, will come back to Toronto to
do only two 5-day painting workshops
in 2007 at the Hanlan’s Point Gibraltar
Point Centre for the Arts. Katherine
exhibits landscape, portraiture, and
abstract paintings regularly in
Manhattan, most recently at
OneGRRLGal (Rivington Space, East
Village). www.katherinedolgyludwig.com
katherine.dolgy@utoronto.ca
Barbara Elizabeth Mercer is
pleased to announce the publication of
her poem Niagara Falls in the June
2007 issue of the Taj Mahal Review,
an international journal devoted to
arts, literature, poetry and culture.
The AuthorsAloud Web site
www.authorsaloud.com/ now includes
a clip of Susan Ioannou reading a few
poems from her new collection
Looking Through Stone, along with a
short commentary on how the book
came about.
On Wednesday, September 19th at
8:00 p.m. at the Thomas Fisher Rare
Book Library, there will be the latest
John Seltzer and Mark Seltzer Memorial
Lecture. The topic will be Treasures and
Curiosities from the Royal Library,
Windsor Castle and the speaker is Oliver
Everett, former Librarian of the Royal
Library. Club members are invited. This
lecture series was established by Dorene
Seltzer in memory of her husband who
died in l993 and their son Mark. Mark
and his wife Marilyn died tragically at
Pond Inlet eight years ago.
Peter G. S. Large has had one of
his colour drawings selected by the
Government of Ontario for its
permanent art collection.The image is
an old red barn on Amherst Island.
Walter Buczynski during this

sesquicentennial Year of Owen Sound
played a tribute to his teacher, the late
Earle Moss, before a packed house at
Historic Leith Church on Sunday, July
15. All the proceeds were donated to
the Donna Steinacher Bursary which
supports advanced music students of
Owen Sound, the Municipality of
Meaford and North Grey-Bruce.
Connie Briant, Ruth Morawetz
and Bill Martyn gave an evening recital
on July 19th in Dorset, for Lake of
Bays Friends. The program included
songs and arias by Mozart, Bellini,
Handel, Puccini and Verdi. Bill played
pieces written for cornet and piano by
Purcell and Clarke and Ruth performed
a smashing version of Lerner and
Loewe’s I Could Have Danced All
Night. The music was accompanied by
much thunder and lightening and at
one point the power failed briefly, but a
fine time was had by all. In other
summers Connie has given fund raising
concerts in Dorset and Baysville for the
Anglican Parish with contributions by
Club members John Jull, Don
Pounsett and Michael Hartley.
The club has been given a
handsome new book, F.H. Varley:
Portraits Into the Light, by Katerina
Atanassova, curator of the Varley
Gallery in Unionville. Well written and
well researched, it offers a fresh look at
Fred Varley’s portraits—too often
overlooked when Group of Seven
landscapes are discussed. Featured are
portraits of several early club members
including Gus Bridle, J.W.G.
Macdonald, and Barker Fairley,
along with boyhood portraits of Life
Members Dick and Tom Daley.
Recently, Peter Garstang has donated
to the gallery Varley’s sketches of his
parents who were friends of the artist.
On Wednesday, October 3, 7:00–9:00
p.m., Katerina will launch her book at
the club and also do a short power
point presentation on Varley portraits.
Valerie Kent is showing paintings:
oils, acrylics, and watercolours with
the Richmond Hill Group of Artists
exhibit at the Burr House Craft
Gallery 530 Carrville Road,
Richmond Hill, 905-884-0327 from

continued on page 3

Members’ News
continued from page 2

Aug. 3rd to Sept. 30th. She will also
be part of the Richmond Hill Studio
Tour and Art Sale on Oct.13, 14.
Brochure with map available from
Michelle Zikovitz at 905-787-1441
ext.222 or mzikovitz@richmondhill.ca
or call 905-508-5531. valeriekent.com
Friends of one of our finest poets, the
late Richard Outram, will be pleased to
know that that the Porcupine’s Quill has
recently published South of North: Images
of Canada, a collection of uncommon
plainsong, with 35 drawings by Thoreau
MacDonald, the son of J.E.H.
Macdonald. Edited by Richard’s friends
Rosemary Kilbourn and Anne Corkett,
the poems were written at the request of
the club to celebrate our 90th anniversary
in 1998. Composer Srul Irving Glick
selected eight of them as a text for a song
cycle and set them for baritone/mezzo
soprano and piano. The song cycle was
first performed at the club for a capacity
audience in December 1998.
Rosemary Aubert invites members
and friends to a reception honouring the
publication of her new book The Judge of
Orphans. The reception will be in the
studio at the club on Wednesday Sept.
19, between 6:30 and 8 p.m.
Dita Vadron and Jim Catty
recently returned from a month-long
visit to China, which began with a
teaching assignment in Beijing for the
International Network of Accountants
and Auditors. From there they visited
various cities, including the Terra Cotta
Army near X’ian as well as the lesser
known but equally fascinating Han
Terra Cotta tombs. They climbed to
the Piano Museum on Gulangyu Island
with its astonishing collection going
back centuries, took a boat tour on the
river Li to see the Karst Limestone
mountains, visited the foothills of the
Himalayas and ended their tour at the
Round Houses in Fujian Province.
Tina Newlove will be part of the 15th
Annual Junction Arts Festival, Sept. 6–9
with her exhibition continuing through
until Saturday, October 13. Hosting
Tina’s show again this year is Latitude 44
Gallery, 2900 Dundas Street West (just

west of Keele), Toronto ON, 416-7692900 www.latitude44gallery.ca. 905-8540238 www.myspace.com/girlwalking
Doug Purdon will be teaching
courses at the University of Toronto
School of Continuing Education, St.
George campus this fall. For information
contact: https://learn.utoronto.ca/uoft
Ruth Morawetz, Peter Large and
Margaret Maloney relax after the July
16 Canadian Cabaret concert for the
Waterside Summer Series on Amherst
Island. Peter is Chairperson for this
very successful concert series.

New Members
Barbara Bulcock is an amateur painter
who has studied Fine Arts. She is a
professional teacher at Ryerson in
Continuing Education. She has interests
in painting, writing, literature, film and
theatre. Sponsored by Johanna
Sedlmayer-Katz and Diana Pakkala.
Stephen Dulmage is a chartered
accountant in private practice. He is a
supporter of the arts and an avid
reader who collects rare books. He
wishes to broaden his horizons by
joining the Club. Sponsored by Jack
McQuaig and Tye Farrow.
Murray Hunter is a Senior
Communications Officer with the
National Research Council. He is a
member of the Board of Governors at
Carleton University as well as a former
President of the Alumni Association.
At present he is planning a national
conference in arts and sciences to be
held in London, Ontario in 2007.
Sponsored by J. Ross Robinson and
Margaret McBurney.
Gerald Isaac is a professional actor
and teacher who trained at the National
Theatre School. His career has taken him
from North America to Europe and Asia
performing in the worlds of theatre,

musical theatre and opera. He has
taught, directed, acted as a vocal coach
and given classes for Ryerson Theatre
School, Stratford Festival, Opera Atelier
and Queenston Music Studio. Sponsored
by Morna Wales and Karina Rammell.
Irene Katzela has a PhD in Electrical
Engineering from Columbia University
and other degrees both at Columbia
and University of Greece. She has had
fifteen years experience in research and
development of emerging technologies
and application. She is the author of
numerous scientific papers and a book
in the area of networks and emerging
technologies. Irene is passionate about
music and the arts. She is sponsored by
William Whiteacre and Lorna Kelly.
Galina Oussatcheva has an
Honours Bachelor of Arts from the
University of Toronto. She has a special
interest in architecture and design;
Renaissance to Modern; and
architecture and political propaganda in
Stalinist Russia. She has had extensive
visual arts training in various mediums.
She has participated in a number of
exhibitions, including some
international ones. She has been a freelance reporter/photographer for an online magazine dedicated to live music
performances. Sponsored by Douglas
Purdon and Zora Buchanan.
Dare Shapiro took degrees in the
humanities and journalism at Carleton
University. She is a print maker who
has studied etching, photo etching and
edition printing techniques at the
Open Studio in Toronto. Her etchings
were exhibited at Wallack Galleries in
Ottawa. Dare won a purchase award
in the Graphex II jury show at the Art
Gallery of Brant in Brantford,
Ontario. She exhibited work in the
Visual Arts Ottawa Survey Exhibition
No. 1. Some of her work is in the
permanent collection in Cumbria in
the Lake District of England. Dare has
an interest in writing, both language
and literature. Sponsored by Frances
Webster and Keron Platt.
We are pleased that both Gordon
Fulton and Virginia Trieloff have
been accepted by the Executive as
Professional Members of the Club.
September 2007
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Obituaries
Edwin Mirvish

Simcoe and then Stratford, Ontario
where he practiced medicine and
raised his family of six children.
John has been a member of the Arts
& Letters Club for many years,
fulfilling his interests in music as a
member of the choir. His love of the
sea always came forth as he sang the
songs of the sea. More recently John
began exploring ideas through
painting. He enjoyed attending the
TGIF lunches.
At the memorial service for John
his children spoke of John’s love for
sailing and of the good times they had
as a family on their boat. With tears in
their eyes, they sang their favourite
song of the sea that they had sung as
children, with John as the lead.
By Dennis Rose

Kay Murray-Weber
A Memoir
Ed Mirvish joined the Club in 1967
as a regular member, but later he
became a Professional Member as he
moved into the world of theatre.
We have been fortunate to have had
such a generous citizen in the City of
Toronto. Always a good business man,
Ed saw the benefit in refurbishing the
Royal Alexandra Theatre and building
the Princess of Wales. All actions that
made this a better city. Ed’s wife Anne
Lazare-Mirvish was one of the
Charter women members as she had
picketed the Club when she was not
allowed in to hear Ed speak.
Ed loved the poetry of Robert Burns
and he and Anne always tried to attend
the Burns Supper in January. He had a
good life and gave a lot back to the city
that had made him feel at home. We
send our sympathy to his family.

Dr. John Charles Jenkins
Dr. John was a medical doctor by
profession and a sailor, singer and an
explorer at heart. He grew up in New
Glasgow, Nova Scotia, a graduate from
Dalhousie Medical School. In 1958 he
moved for a year to Alberta then on to
4
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Kay, dear friend, inspired artist,
printmaker. Kay seemed unassuming
when seen across the room, usually
dressed in black, red and white, her
soft white hair under that black velvet
beret. Just start to talk of art and
artists and she would light up! She
knew so much.
I especially remember one weekend
spent in New York with George Weber,
Audrey Garwood and Peter Garstang
to see the Matisse at the MOMA. The
first day we went together and the next
day Kay said “I have to go again,” so we
did, Kay, Audrey and me. I was happy
just to go along listening to Kay’s
commentary on Matisse, his life, the
work—what a treat.
I would go to any gallery with her
and Audrey on a Saturday afternoon,
cruising Yorkville, critiquing and
laughing, and stopping for a cup of tea.
I remember those Academy
Christmas parties, pot luck, held at a
member’s studio or home, and Kay’s
salmon loaf—it was so good.
An absolute original mind, Kay
could see a picture in such ordinary
things; a lemon, a basket of
strawberries, some vegetables—Oh!,
and the night sky and stars!

We traded one of my water colours
for her “Winter Pear” screen print.
The line of the tree, so simple yet so
rich and known to her, all silver, green
and black.
Kay’s life and work has become an
integral part of the tapestry that is
Canadian Art. She contributed so
much to our heritage simply painting
and working without needing or
wanting any attention, accolades or
other formal recognition by the
community.
Kay was my dear friend and I miss her.
Love, Pat Fairhead

Evelyn Catherine Yates
We are saddened to advise of the
passing of longtime and extremely
valued Club member Evelyn Catherine
Yates.
Evelyn was a distinguished member
of the Poetry Group and History
Committee. Eve’s poetry was as great
as that of any of the greats of history.
The imagery in her poems are
unforgettable. Eve was many things in
her lifetime—a columnist, published
poet, an editor, a literacy advocate for
the Canadian Authors Association,
and a chair of the Toronto Book
Awards Committee. Evelyn also had
career experience in Jungian
Psychology and a great fascination
with quantum physics. Evelyn
established a historical record for the
Club, in the form of a bound work—a
collection of poems and important
miscellany by members. This
collection will become an invaluable
record in the archives of this Club.
Evelyn Yates will ever be revered for
her own persona and for her
magnificent contributions.
A service to celebrate her life is
being held at the Club on Thursday
September 27, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. All
members are welcome to attend.
By Margot Hunt
Editor:

Angel Di Zhang

Copyeditor:

Naomi Hunter

LOOKING BACK

The Arts and Letters Club has now been
named a National Historic Site—just
in time to celebrate our centennial next
year! We can be forgiven for raising a
hearty, if duly modest, cheer as we
celebrate the many members, past and
present, who helped bring this about.
Queries will soon be coming our way
when word of our historic site
designation becomes known outside the
club. So, with this in mind, here’s a brief
“who’s who” to help you explain to
nonmembers just why we are a
deserving recipient of this honour.
It’s tempting, of course, to bask in
reflected glory when showing visitors
through our building where every wall
has a story to tell. But why not? You
might start by mentioning some of our
illustrious former members—twenty-two
of whom have been named National
Historic Persons. It’s an impressive list
that includes writers B.K. Sandwell and
George Locke, poets E.J. Pratt and
Duncan Campbell Scott; musicians
Ernest MacMillan and Healey Willan;
five painters of the Group of Seven—
Lawren Harris, Fred Varley, J.E.H.
MacDonald, Arthur Lismer and A.Y.
Jackson—along with non-group artists
George Reid and C.W. Jefferys. Other
notables on the list are past-president
Vincent Massey and renowned scientist
Fred Banting (although J.J.R. Macleod,
who shared the Nobel Prize with
Banting, is not included). The most
recent addition was our architect/sculptor
Walter Allward who designed the
magnificent Vimy Memorial.
Once your listeners have absorbed
all this, you might casually mention

the five members who were knighted
in our early days—Banting,
MacMillan, Wyly Grier, Edmund
Walker and William Mulock.
And then there are the 149
members who have been named to the
Order of Canada. That all began in
1967, when among the first nominees
was (to no one’s surprise) the Right
Honourable Vincent Massey. Keeping
him company were: folklorist Marius
Barbeau, philanthropist Floyd
Chalmers, historian Donald
Creighton, vocalist Maureen Forrester
(not then a club member), painters
A.Y. Jackson and Arthur Lismer,
novelist Hugh MacLennan, and
organist/composer Healey Willan, all
of whom were named Companions,
the Order’s highest honour. Painter
Kenneth Forbes and J. Keiller
Mackay, a former lieutenant-governor
of Ontario, were named Officers.
Today ten of our present members,
including Lyman Henderson, Pat
Hume, John McKellar, Kati Rekai,
Rod Robbie and Ezra Schabas have
been named Members of the Order of
Canada,
These accomplished people have
helped make the club the success it is
today. As past-president Bill Swinton
said in his inaugural address in 1969:
“It’s not the walls, or rooms, or stages
that make a club, not even memories:
it is people... Here we are a company, a
versatile company, a remarkable
company, but a responsible company...
the humble and the great, the talented
and the not very talented, that
wonderful amalgam that makes this

the most remarkable of clubs.” And
now we’ll continue to enjoy the
countless pleasures that the club
offers—all of them within the walls of
a National Historic Site.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the club will be published later
this year to celebrate our centenary in
2008. The Publication Committee is now
compiling a list of people and
organizations to notify about this book. If
you know of anyone—a former member, a
descendant of a former member, etc.—
who might be interested, would you kindly
provide us with contact information. If
you’d care to help with the book’s
promotion, please e-mail Nancy Kee,
George Kee or Tim Nau.

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: John Hobday photograph
courtesy John Hobday
Page 3: Ruth Morawetz, Peter Large
and Margaret Maloney
photo by Ken Judd.
Page 4: Ed Mirvish cartoon courtesy
the Club Archives
Page 5: Looking Back Illustration
courtesy the Club archives
Page 8: Film Night image courtesy
David Eng
Page 9: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah

The Pairing
of Beer with Food
How fortunate we are that Chef Peace
has had a great deal of experience
using beer as a cooking ingredient.
On The First of November 2007
we will enjoy a four course dinner
with eight beers, two per course, and
determine for ourselves, under the
expert guidance of our own Bill
Whiteacre, which beer makes a better
pairing with each course and why.
Full details will be published in the
October LAMPSletter.
September 2007
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Our 2006–07 season closed with a bang (no pun intended)
with the spectacular opening of Who Shot the Curator?—a
play written and directed by multi talented member
Kathleen Reichelt, who is also an accomplished visual artist
and a new member of the Art Committee. We thank the
Theatre Committee for making this event possible.
The Water exhibition in the Great Hall and the
retrospective of Oz Schenk will remain on the walls until
September 7. Thanks to Doug Purdon and his helpers for
the Great Hall installation and thanks to Thisbe Schenk for
allowing us to show Oz Schenk’s beautiful paintings. And
thank you to the many members who participated by
helping to mount the shows and by contributing their art.
(Don’t forget to pick up your works on or after Sept.8).
On Saturday, June 23, 23 members spent a most
interesting and educational morning in the Varley Gallery in
Unionville. Curator Katarina Atanassova led us through the
portrait exhibition of Frederick Horseman Varley. Varley
was, of course, a member of the Club which made the
exhibition all the more personal and meaningful. The tour
was followed by brunch en plein air in a local Unionville
restaurant. Thanks to Farhad Nargol-O’Neill for organizing
this delightful day.
Zora Buchanan
Chair, Art Committee
The art committee and the curator are thrilled to announce
that Lela Wilson has donated to the Club an important
screenprint by York Wilson. Titled Marakesh, the 23 x 28
inch print was part of a series called “Seven Cities of the
World,” executed in Paris in 1966 and inspired by a series of
dreams the artist had at that time. Thank you so much Lela
for this generous gift.

CALL for ENTRIES—MEMBERS’ SHOW
September 29–October 1
A SPIRITED EXHIBITION
This show is open to all members of the Club. Artists can
enter up to two works. The theme of this show is
SPIRITUALITY as it is seen and interpreted by each artist.
The media is the choice of the artist. An explanatory
paragraph may accompany the entries. PLEASE NOTE:
Works are to be delivered to the Club from 9–10 a.m. on
Sat. Sept. 29th. Jurying will commence at 10 a.m. sharp and
works will not be accepted after that time.

CALL FOR ARTISTS
This is a call for professional visual artists—including
sculpture, photography, original prints and paintings—to
submit works of art in any medium for jurying into our
Centenary Art Exhibition, first held in the Club and then at
the Varley Art Gallery, Unionville in early 2008. Artists,
please bring up to three of your best works created in the last
three years to the Club on Fri. Nov. 2nd between 11 a.m.
6
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and 1 p.m. Jury selection will take place promptly at 2 p.m.
A maximum of 30 works will be selected. Artists are
encouraged to remain at the Club and remove any works
which are not chosen.

WEDNESDAY PAINTERS
Wednesday painters resumes on Sept. 5th and goes until
Dec. 12th. From 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The members by members painting dates are the 2nd and
4th Monday from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The actual dates are: Sept. 10, Sept. 24, Oct. 22, Nov. 12,
Nov. 26, and Dec. 10

MEMBERS WHO HAVE EXHIBITED WORK
IN ART SHOWS
The Art Committee often needs more people to help install
our shows. If you would like to volunteer, please contact
Doug Purdon, Exhibition Chair,
purdonartist@sympatico.ca, 416-759-3126. If you have
exhibited work and never helped with an installation, you
may be phoned and asked to do so. Installing a show is a
rewarding event, providing camaraderie and a sense of
accomplishment. The next opportunities to help would be
on the mornings of Sat. Sept. 8 and 29.

MUSICAL NOTES
The Music Committee in cooperation with the Centennial
Committee has put together a roster of special events for our
celebratory season. There will be an insert in the October
LAMPSletter outlining these celebratory events.
In the meantime, here are some of the concerts coming
up in the next few weeks: two excellent mezzo-sopranos,
Krista Da Silva (Oct. 10) and Norine Burgess with William
Aide (Oct. 15); Baritone Vasil Garvanliev back by popular
demand (Oct. 31); Regent Park School of Music (Nov. 12);
a preview concert of the Aldeburgh Discovery series
(Nov. 14); the Empire Trio (Nov. 21); and member William
Aide in “Words and Music” (Dec. 12).
Mark your calendars!
Jim Norcop

Spring Revue
Planning Meeting
October 2nd, 2007
In order to prepare for the 2008 Spring Revue (the Club’s
Centennial Year), there will be a series of planning meetings
to select content from previous shows. The first meeting is
planned for Tues. Oct. 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.
Interested Members are invited. Please confirm your
attendance with M.V. Spence at mvspence@sympatico.ca by
Sept. 21st if possible.

Nuit Blanche

the all-night art event September 29
This is a Club event, not just an event for the
Visual Arts, so expressions of all Lamps disciplines
are welcome, provided that they interpret the main
theme of Acquiescence in Canadian Society. This
can also mean the blind acceptance of a particular
statute—whether that be of political, social,
economic or artistic nature.
Submissions of interest can be sent via e-mail to
farhadart@sympatico.ca. We will review all
submissions and then try to schedule the night to
everyone’s best advantage. The night begins at 7
p.m. with a peak time between 10 p.m.–2 a.m., and
ending at 7 a.m. the following morning.
The venue is the Factory Theatre (Bathurst and
Adelaide St. West). We have the use of an outdoor
courtyard, two balconies (small), an interior room
with a bar, and a studio theatre, quite nice, that fits
100 people.
This is an opportunity to have the Club make a
very good impression on the “outside world,” and
also for ourselves as an artistic community to have
an awful lot of fun. Please do spread the word, and
feel free to contact me or any of the committee
members at your convenience.
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill

General Managers
Report
I am pleased to report a marked improvement
on our financial performance over the spring
and summer months, largely due to increased
attendance at evening Club events plus an
increase in the number of rental events. The
look ahead is very encouraging!
Members are booking a terrific number of
corporate and social events. It is very rewarding
to see such confidence in the services that we
provide. These bookings and the upcoming
program of events make the Club a very
exciting place to be.
During the summer break we have
performed a number of general housekeeping
duties including a super duper cleanout of the
Studio, check it out! The majority of staff are
returning this fall, well rested and eager to
welcome you back to the Club.
Fiona McKeown
General Manager

Centenary Committee
Report
George Garlock, George Lobb and a new committee
headed by Peter G.S. Large are developing plans for a
new website which, of course, will include Centenary
events! Thanks to John Caldwell and Angel Di
Zhang, a special insert for the October issue of the
LAMPSletter will contain a list of Centenary events
scheduled thus far, giving members an opportunity to
note them in their calendars!
Peter Hart, as the new Chair of the Activities
Committee and a member of the Centenary
Committee, is the keeper of the master calendar for
all Club events, so dates should be cleared with him.
This will avoid obvious conflicts and too much
bunching up of activities.
A reminder that the official launch of Margaret
McBurney’s history of the Club The Great Adventure,
100 Years at The Arts and Letters Club is on Saturday,
November 3, 2007 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in
the afternoon with a Club dinner in Margaret’s
honour that night!
If you have not already done so, I urge you to put
in your order for as many copies as you like!
John Lawson
Chair, Centenary Committee

Please note that NEW bar pricing comes into effect Sept. 4th 2007.
All pricing includes taxes.
The last adjustment to bar pricing was in January 2005.
Standard Liquor

$5.75

Imported Wine—small $6.50

Premium Liquor

$6.00

Imported Wine—large

$8.00

Cocktails

$7.50

Domestic Bottled Beer

$5.50

Aperitifs/Sherries

$5.50

Premium Bottled Beer

$6.00

Premium Scotch

$7.50

Imported Bottled Beer

$6.50

House Wine—small $5.75

Draft Beer—Full Pint

$6.75

House Wine—large

Draft Beer—1/2 Pint

$5.50

$7.00

There are no price changes for Juice, Mineral Water or Soft Drinks
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WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Film Night

Literary Tables

Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday, September 4

INFORMAL READING
Tuesday, September 11

SUMMER READING

Tuesday, September 18

BRIAN PARKER

Somerset Maugham’s The Circle
(now playing at the Shaw Festival)
Tuesday, September 25

HARRY CAMPBELL
History of the Book

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
The concert starting time has changed from 12:45 to 1:00 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Wednesday, September 26

THE PAINTED VEIL (2006)

Starring Naomi Watts, Ed Norton, Liev Schrieber, Toby Jones
Director: John Curran
Written by: Ron Nyswaner
based on the novel by W. Somerset Maugham
A young English couple, Walter and Kitty, get married for
the wrong reasons and relocate to Shanghai, where she falls
in love with another. After he uncovers her infidelity, he
accepts a job in a remote Chinese village ravaged by a
deadly epidemic, and brings her along in an act of
vengeance. In their journey, they discover the beauty of the
country, the people and each other.

Writers Table

Wednesday, September 19

LEONARD GILBERT, piano

16-year-old multi-prize-winning pupil of Patricia Parr
Wednesday, September 26
PHOEBE TSANG, violin
GEORGE BROUGH, piano
Arts and Letters Club Award Winner,
Dr. George Brough accompanies this brilliant violinist in
works by Ysaye and Haydn.

Photography Group
Wednesday, September 12 at 6:00 p.m.
The photo group will meet at the club with our cameras,
ready to go out into the streets of downtown and shoot
people, [not really] buildings, traffic and each other.

Friday, September 6
At the Arts and Letters Writers Table, Rev. Bill Middleton
from the Armour Heights Presbyterian Church will speak on
his various publications on spirituality.

We will return to the club for refreshment, discussion, and a
look at some of our shots using the magic of electronics.

As a reminder: The Writer’s Table will be meeting on the
main floor in the Lamps Room.

Call Gord Fulton for more information. 416 594-9009

For further information
call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289
8

Wednesday, September 12
JOHN JULL, piano
The perfect way to start the season!
Member John Jull playing four Schubert impromptus
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Please join us.

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Club Nights

Ad Lib

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Friday, September 7, 8 p.m.
Kicking off Ad Lib, Year 3, is our
cornerstone: Jammin’ on the One
(JOTO), an audience-driven, comic
theatre workshop anchored in
coached improv games and scenes.
Bring a new or classic sketch or stand-up routine to test and
workshop before and after the improv.
Joined by Phil (‘n’ the Dots) whenever possible.
Fall JOTO dates: October 5, November 9, and December 14.

Monday, September 10

ART OPENING

Club member George Sanders will introduce
“Mind Landscapes”—serigraphs by Lucie Simons.
Monday, September 17

PAMELA MACDONALD, mezzo-soprano
AMANDA JOHNSTON, piano

This Maritimer has performed extensively,
including a 3-year stint in Phantom of the Opera.
She is currently completing her DMA at U of T
with Professor Lorna MacDonald
Monday, September 24
For 25 years the Alcuin Society has given awards for
“Excellence in Book Design in Canada.”
Join us this evening as the Club hosts
the Alcuin Society and some of this year’s winners.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet
Tuesday, September 11 at 3:00 p.m.
in the LAMPSRoom.
The topic for the meeting will be:
THE BEST MOMENT OF MY SUMMER,
expressed poetically.
Attendees may prefer to “listen,”
or contribute verbally their own recollections.
If you desire to increase your intake of Life’s loveliness,
the Poetry Table is the place to be.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922

Friday, September 14, 8 p.m.
Ad Lib’s Wild About Harry. Harry Potter fans unite for an
evening that muggles will never understand. Spoiler
discussions are guaranteed. Bring your own Hogwart’s
desserts, and let the bittersweet fiction unfold. Suggested
by Ad Lib Party Member, Bill Denton.
Friday, September 21, 8 p.m.
Ad Lib prepares the way for the SCENE salon. The SCENE
salon will pay tribute to the former Club event, the Red
Salon (2000–2002). The SCENE will feature an in-house
orchestra, live and recorded performances of all sorts, and a
fully catered night of music, comedy, and friends.
Friday, September 28, 7 p.m.
Ad Lib proudly presents the Club debut of Jerry Schaefer’s
FLASH FICTION: Can-lit, only faster and funnier! Featuring
Toronto’s finest comics reading short works of hilarious
fiction. A special guest author will read. Audience members
are also welcome to join the Live Writing Contest. Prizes!
http://www.improvcast.ca/?p=24
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m. All times listed are feature start
times. Your ideas for an Ad Lib programme etc.: please
contact michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call
416-597-0223 ext. 1, by 10:00 a.m. each Friday.
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 48 hours before the
event. Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time
of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.
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September 2007
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
CLUB
CLOSED

2
CLUB
CLOSED

9
Painters

3
LABOUR
DAY
CLUB
CLOSED

4
Literary
Table Lunch,
12:00 noon
Art Cttee
Mtg

5
Painters
Studio
NO Music
Wednesday

6
7
LAMPS lunch Painters
TGIF Lunch
Reservations 12 noon
12–1:00 p.m. Writers Table

8
Art
Hanging

10

11

12

14
13
LAMPS lunch Painters
TGIF Lunch
Reservations 12 noon
12–1:00 p.m. Architects
Centennial Mtg

15
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend

Members by
members painting,
3:00 p.m.–
6:00 p.m.
Membership Cttee
Exec Mg 5:15 p.m.
Club Night Dinner
6:30 p.m.

16
Outdoor
Sketching
Weekend
Painters

17

23
Painters

24

30
Painters

Activities Cttee
Mtg 5:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Members by
members
painting,
3:00 p.m.–
6:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00
noon
Literary Cttee
Mtg
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.

18
Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Photography Gp
6:00 p.m.

19
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

25
26
Painters
Literary
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon Music

Wednesday
12 noon
Film Night

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, September 14, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

History Publications
Mtg, 2:00 p.m.
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
Show 8 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Deadline

20
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
House Cttee
Mtg 1:30 p.m.
MEMBERS
DINNER

21

22

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
Show 8 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

28
27
LAMPS lunch Painters
Reservations TGIF Lunch
12–1:00 p.m. 12 noon

Screenwriters
Gp
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
Show 8 p.m.

29
Art Hanging
NUIT BLANCHE
at the Factory
Theatre

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544
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E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
You can tell how busy the
Centenary Committee has
been under the direction of
John Lawson now that
you have a detailed list of
events compiled by John
Caldwell included in this
issue of the LAMPSletter.
And now you know where
you have to be when! This
is definitely something to
keep handy, though you
may not be the kind of
person to stick it on your fridge! Check this list regularly
to make sure you do not miss something.
Look at the variety of choices! Some members will
come only for the events that are part their discipline,
like a smorgasbord other members will try a little of
everything. This variety appeals to those with broad
tastes and I encourage you to branch out and try a dinner
or lunch that is removed from your normal palate. How
many people are lucky enough to have a choice?
Every month you will have the LAMPSletter, and for
those on e-mail you will continue to receive your ebulletins. This initiative from the Food and Beverage
Committee of House Committee has proved very popular.
Eventually we will all be on e-mail, or its successor, but we
are a long way from discontinuing the printed copy.
You will notice that we are announcing the launch of
“The Book” at the beginning of next month, we are very
excited about this landmark event. Not only is it the end
of many years of hard work by the author, Margaret
McBurney, but we must also be grateful for the hours of
work by Ann Schabas, Scott James and other Club
members. The History Publication Committee under the
Co-chairs Peter Large and Julian Mulock have also done
their best to guide the committee through a complex
process to ensure a quality product worthy of the Arts
and Letters Club. I have seen some of the proofs and it is
going to be a wonderful treasure for Club members and
also a great gift for your friends and family.
Start booking soon for these great events!!
Lorna Kelly

Fine Art Auction: Call for Donations
Donors take note: Deadline for submission of donation forms is
October 15. If you are planning to donate paintings, pieces of
sculpture, photographs, ceramics, fine art prints or decorative arts
please submit your form by October 15. (We will accept
donation forms up to November 9 if necessary). Please submit
separate donation forms for each item you are submitting.
Donation forms are available on the piano in the lounge. Also
they can be obtained from Bill Buchanan.
For more information about the auction please visit our
website: www.artsandletters.ca.
Proceeds from the auction will go towards the restoration of
the LAMPS Room.

Members News
Three club members are the scheduled
speakers for the first three monthly
luncheon meetings of the Toronto
Round Table at the University of
Toronto in 2008. Margaret McBurney
will speak in January about her book The
Great Adventure—100 Years at the Arts &
Letters Club. Peter Moon speaks in
February on his experiences as an
investigative reporter with The Globe
and Mail. Ezra Schabas speaks in March
about his book “Man of Many Talents:
The Life of Jan Rubes.” Rubes was a
famous bass singer, actor, presenter and
director of touring for the Canadian
Opera Company.
Rae Fleming is the editor of a new
book entitled “The Wartime Letters of
Leslie and Cecil Frost, 1915–1919”
which brings to light the
correspondence between two officer
brothers and their family at home
from 1915 to 1919. Despite wartime
censorship, Leslie and Cecil wrote
frank and forthright letters that show
how the young men viewed the war, as
well as what they observed both during
training and from the trenches in some
of the war’s bloodiest battles.
In August Lois Dierlam lived on the
southern Queen Charlotte Island of
Kunghi staying in Rose Harbour
Guesthouse in dense wilderness,
accessible only by sea plane. Wild
animals and birds were the masters of
the environment. By zodiac she was
taken to Islands as far south as Cape
St. James and beyond, inhabited only
by wild animals, birds, whales, sea
lions and seals. Lois will share her
experiences using water colour
sketches done on location, and large
paintings along with notes, in an
exhibition, planned for next year.
A Maureen Forrester commemorative
CD including works by Schumann,
Mahler and Robert Fleming will be
launched at Belmont House on
October 11, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Featured will be vocal and video
excerpts, as well as spoken tributes by
distinguished musicians. No charge
2
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but limited admission. Please reserve
with Ruth Morawetz 416-925-0284.
Pat Fairhead will be exhibiting in a
show entitled “printmakers” a showcase
organised by atelier gf at Muskoka Place
Gallery September 22 to October 10.
1182 Formean Road, Port Carling. 705765-1048, mci@artsinmuskoka.com.
Opening reception Saturday, September
22—2 to 5 p.m.
See Ron Bolt’s new work at the Loch
Gallery booths, Toronto International
Art Fair, Metro Toronto Convention
Centre, October 25 to 29, 2007.
www.tiafair.com (or call Judy Bolt
(905) 342-3209).
Barbara Elizabeth Mercer invites
members to the book launch and
signing of a new book of poetry
Legacy. Wednesday October 24th 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Great Hall.
RSVP to Art Advice Associates 416922-0950 www.barbaramercer.com.
Paula Wilkie will be appearing as
‘Rachel Lynde’ in the Amicus
Productions presentation of “Anne” by
Paul Ledoux (NOT the musical!)
based on the Canadian classic story
“Anne of Green Gables” by Lucy
Maud Montgomery. The show runs
Oct 18–27, 2007 at Fairview Library
Theatre, 35 Fairview Mall Drive,
North York, ON. Single tickets go
quickly ($18), so call the box office
line (416) 860-6176.
Rudolf Stıssi will be exhibiting at the
Loch Gallery Oct 13 to 25, 2007. The
exhibition titled SWAY CITY will open
with the artist present on Saturday,
October 13, from 12 to 4 p.m. The
painter, known for his distorted urban
scenes, carefully observed buildings
dance and weep and fracture like the
people who built them and live in them.
Rudolf regularly exhibits in Berlin and
Switzerland as well as Canada. Rudolf
and his son Errol have just been selected
by the Beaches Business Improvement
Area (BIA) to create a large mural on
the side of the Beach IGA.
John Illingworth is appearing in the
East Side Players production of

Eugene Strickland’s Some Assembly
Required. This season-opening
comedy is being presented at Toronto’s
newest theatre space, The Papermill
Theatre at the Todmorden Mills site at
67 Pottery Road. Performances are at
8 p.m. on October 25, 26, 27, 31 and
November 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10 with
Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. on October
28 and November 4. (416) 425-0917
www.eastsideplayers.ca.
On Tuesday, October 16 John Jull
will be giving an all-Schubert piano
recital at St. James Cathedral (corner
of King and Church). This free
concert begins at 1:00 p.m. and lasts
40 minutes. All are most welcome.
Valerie Kent will be part of the
Richmond Hill Studio Tour and Art
Sale again on the weekend of October
13th and 14th and she would like to
invite visitors to her home studio at
173 St. Anthony’s Court in Richmond
Hill from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. She has so many new paintings
this year: oils, acrylics and
watercolours. lots of landscapes and
some florals. www.valeriekent.com
Diane Krüger was the recipient of the
2007 Dorothy Stevens Scholarship
(Drawing and Painting) at the Ontario
College of Art and Design.
Architect Ivan Martinovic is moving
his office to the Junction area in the
west end of Toronto, and, at the same
location, opening a new gallery,
dedicated to exhibiting artists and
works that explore the phenomenon of
urban spaces and urban living. The
Urbanscape Gallery will host its
opening party on Friday, October 5, at
7:00 p.m, with the exhibit of 2007
Ontario Association of Architects
award winning projects. Fellow
members are welcomed to attend, and
if you are interested in exhibiting your
own work, visit www.urbanopathy.com
for more information.
Jean Edwards will be singing as a
special guest with the University of
Toronto Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by Raffi Armenian. The
continued on page 3
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concert, which will honour the
memory of Herman Geiger-Torel, will
take place at the MacMillan Theatre in
the Edward Johnson Building at
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 3.
Other singers will include Russell
Braun, Susan Platts and Mary Lou
Fallis. Phone the Faculty of Music at
416 978 3744 to reserve tickets.
Alan Stein charcoal Opening Night,
Parry Sound was accepted into the
Province of Ontario Art Collection
through the OSA. Alan’s exhibition
Venice—Georgian Bay, a new series of
pastels and prints, opens at the
Roberts Gallery on Saturday
November 10, 2007. 10:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m. Exhibition continues to
Saturday, December 1, 2007 641
Yonge Street Toronto 416-924-8731
www.robertsgallery.net.
Wendy Boyd has had one of her
pastels accepted as part of the
Government of Ontario art collection.
She will be taking part in the annual
art exhibition at the Boulevard Club,
Lakeshore Boulevard, Sat. October
27th and Sun. 28th, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Opening, Friday 26th, 6–9 p.m.
Everyone welcome.
John Ryerson, the executive director
of Unionville’s Varley Gallery of
Markham, recently announced that
the gallery has received a major gift of
$1.4 million from Wally Joyce, whose
family settled in Unionville at the end
of the 18th century. Wally has been a
club member for many years. The
gallery was built ten years ago, thanks
in part to a gift of $1.2 million from
Kathleen Gormley McKay, who also
donated her art collection. It included
paintings by Fred Varley, who lived in
the McKay house for several years just
prior to his death in 1969.
Mr. Kelly Walker is the recipient of
the Pauline McGibbon Life
Achievement in the Arts Award for
2007. He was presented the award at
the RBC Seniors’ Jubilee at Roy
Thompson Hall.

Opening Reception: Doug Purdon’s
Solo Exhibition: THE LEGEND of
LANDSCAPE at The Arts and Letters
Club, Sunday October 21, 1–4 p.m.
All are welcome to attend.

New Members
Carole E. Miles is a State Registered
Nurse, a graduate of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, London, England. She has
visited the Club because of her interest
in poetry, comedy, improv and the
visual arts. She would like to help with
the Spring Show. Sponsored by Nancy
and George Kee.
Nancy Embry is a retired flight
attendant who has a BA in Literature
from the University of Toronto. She is
interested in photography, poetry and
short stories. She chaired the
Scholarship Fund of the National
Ballet School for 2 years and also
served on the committee. She is a
supporter of the National Ballet
School and of CanStage. Sponsored by
Barbara Mercer and Keron Platt.
Barry Waisglass is a medical doctor
who works two days a week
professionally. He has been studying
watercolour painting for the past two
years, completing six courses at
Central Tech, Toronto School of Art
and the Art Gallery of Ontario. He is
looking forward to painting with the
studio painters. He has a passion for
music, choir, choral groups, orchestra
and opera. He is also interested in
Ballet and fine wine studies. He has
traveled extensively. Sponsored by
Frances Webster and Keron Platt.
Keith Bagg started and built a
recruitment/personnel firm and ran it
for 30 years. He is interested in oil
painting of portraits and landscapes.
He wishes to learn as much as he can
of the art community and to improve
his skills. Sponsored by Gord Fulton
and Judy Smith.
Sheila Amys has a B.A. from Trinity
College where she has maintained her
interest in the Friends of the Library
and the Academy of Lifelong

Learning. She has lived in Montreal,
in Italy during the ’60s and Tehran in
the ’70s. She is interested in literature,
music and art. She is sponsored by
Martin Hunter and Ellen Edmonds.
Marion McBurney is interested in
drawing lessons, literature meetings and
music programs. She has completed a
course in Creative Writing and Fiction
Writing at Community College. She is
a 20-year member of the William
Morris Society, the Canadian Society of
Decorative Arts and a member of the
ROM and collects Provencal
“santons”—handcrafted figures.
Sponsored by Margaret McBurney
and A. Mark McBurney.
Anne McGouran has an Honours
degree in Romance Languages from
the University of Toronto. She is
writing short fiction including the
themes of family secrets, endangered
folk traditions, mid-life reckonings
and darkly humorous spiritual
conundrums. She is currently working
on a five-part story cycle for inclusion
in a book length collection. Sponsored
by Frances Webster and Keron Platt.
Mary E. Hunter has had a life-long
interest in classical music. She has
recently taken up watercolour painting.
Her prime passion is the Arctic and
Antarctic where she has had over thirty
expeditions. She is a member of the
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, the
Royal Canadian Geographical Society
and a supporter of the Tafelmusik
Orchestra. Sponsored by Frances
Webster and Keron Platt.
Wesley Rickert, a member of the
Sculptors Society of Canada, is a
contemporary Canadian artist who
produces indoor and outdoor
sculptures. He is also a painter,
photographer, printmaker and a
producer of short videos. He has been
showing his work in North America
since 1987. Sponsored by Frances
Webster and Farhad Nargol-O’ Neill.
Marcia Hill, after graduating from
University of Toronto in History and
Moderns, went on to get a Bachelor of
continued on page 4
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Library Science. She worked as a
librarian for Imperial Oil, the Bank of
Nova Scotia and North York Library.
Her interests are in the theatre and
music. Marcia is the wife of member
Edward Hill. Sponsored by Ann
Schabas and Sophie Rammell.

How sad we all were, and are, to have
learned of the passing of Club
member, Evelyn Yates. A memorial
service will take place in the Great
Hall on Sept 27th at 1 p.m. All Club
members are welcome.
Among poems written by Eve is the
following free verse—It is the
recounting of a scene experienced by
her in Hart House Quad, on a Sunday
afternoon in late autumn, as follows:

TRICK OR TREAT!!
TRICK OR TREAT!!

continued from page 3

Hugh Thompson is a graduate of
Lurgan Technical College and the A.
Travesari School of Art, Belfast, Ireland.
He owned and operated the Landreth
Gallery in Cambridge, dedicated to the
exposure of local artists who were, in
turn, dedicated to the traditional style of
watercolour and oil. The Gallery is now
part of the Thompson Centre for Art
and Design that provides art and design
services to a wide range of clients both
domestic and international. The Centre
is involved in the buying and selling of
fine art through the Landreth Gallery.
Sponsored by John A. Libby and Julian
Mulock.

Centenary
Committee Report
Please note the “SPECIAL
CENTENARY EVENTS” included in
this issue of the LAMPSletter prepared
by John Caldwell and the Centenary
Committee.
This list is by no means complete!
Further events will be developed along
the way and reported in the
LAMPSletter!
Meanwhile, the Centenary
Committee is going great guns again,
after a summer break!
John Lawson,
Chair, Centenary Committee

A reminder to
members
The Club is not responsible for lost
articles. Lockers are provided in the
coat check to safely store your personal
belongings; keys for these lockers may
be signed out at the bar.
4
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“On opening one of the leaded
windows and parting the bare
vines to overlook a boisterous
and well-cheered game practice
in the quad below—the quad
itself at its center already
hardened by frost, around its
borders still grassy, summer
green; the late sunlight glowing
from the walls; all this and the
young, carefree voices; a sense of
all-pervasive rightness and
timelessness.”
Evelyn Catherine Yates
In the above piece, Eve describes the
vividness; rightness, and timelessness
of a life-experience before her. It also
implies “eternality.” Could it not be
said that the above describes Eve
herself…even today….
Even tomorrow…
Even forever…
Margo Hunt
Chair—The Poetry Group

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 5: Looking Back Illustration
courtesy the Club archives
Page 7: Southampton image courtesy
John Blumenson

Popular young baritone Vasil Garvaliev
has risen to the occasion for Halloween.
His delightful programme consists of
treats interspersed with tricks—surprise
selections not listed in the programme.
Come and enjoy the tricks and the treats.
October seems to be singers month.
Krista de Silva will sing for us on
October 10, before she leaves to join
the Calgary Opera. Well-known mezzo
Norine Burgess will perform with
Club member William Aide at Club
Night October 15.
Music Wednesday October 24 is a
rare event. Rachel Mercer will present
an entire programme of solo cello
works. Ms. Mercer is the principal
cellist of Sinfonia Toronto and a
member of the Aviv Quartet.
The October music scene is
rounded off by award-winning pianist
Emily Rho on October 3.
Please pay particular attention to
the “SPECIAL CENTENNIAL
EVENTS” included in this issue of the
LAMPSletter and mark the six special
musical events in your calendars.
Jim Norcop

THEATRE NOTES
The Stage Committee is pleased to
present an evening of two one-act plays,
written and directed by Club Members,
“Hangman” by Warren Clements,
directed by Betty Trott and “Hamlet
Meets His Match” written and directed
by Martin Hunter. Performances will
take place as dinner theatre on the
evenings of Friday 9 November and
Saturday 10 November. There will also
be a matinee performance on Sunday
11 November. Full details will appear in
the November LAMPSletter.

Page 8: Ad Lib logo by Andrew
Sookrah
Page 9: Krista De Silva courtesy

Krista De Silva

Marianne Fedunkiw
Editor:

Angel Di Zhang

Copyeditor:

Naomi Hunter

LOOKING BACK

Illustration: Grey Owl by Aislin

The great event of the club’s cultural
season in 1936 was the visit of a fortyeight-year-old Englishman and selfproclaimed Indian known as Grey
Owl. On hand to meet him and hear
his talk was Floyd S. Chalmers,
chairman of the Maclean Hunter
Publishing Co., along with artists
Charles Comfort and Arthur Lismer,
both of whom did sketches of the tall,
handsome visitor. “I didn’t think that
either of them achieved a perfect
likeness and so I did my own sketch,”
Chalmers wrote some years later. His
sketch, along with Comfort’s and
Lismer’s, can be seen hanging in our
entrance hall. (These are copies,
because the original framed sketches
were stolen from that wall.) You can
decide for yourself which one best
captured this famous visitor.
Grey Owl had come to Canada in
1905 when he was seventeen. Apart
from his war service, he spent the rest
of his life here. He had always been
fascinated by North American Indians
and dreamed of becoming one.
Through his association with the
Ojibwa, he learned about the

wilderness and became a gifted lecturer
who devoted his talents to the cause of
wild life conservation and the
domesticating of beaver. He wrote five
books that became extremely popular,
thanks in part to the support of his
publisher, Lovat Dickson. During the
1930s he had two highly successful
lecture tours through England where
he was received by the king at
Buckingham Palace.
After his death in 1938, the press
discovered his English birth and all
hell broke loose. In the ensuing uproar
his contributions as a dedicated
conservationist were forgotten. But in
part this neglectfulness (or this
omission) was later rectified. “They
put a cross over Grey Owl’s grave at
Beaver Lodge in Saskatchewan that
bore two names, Archibald Stansfeld
Belaney along one arm, and Grey Owl
along the other. Years later that cross
would be removed by the federal
government and another substituted,
one which would simply say, Grey
Owl.”
In their book, Yes! Even More
Canadians: Histerically Historic
Rhymes, Gordon Snell with cartoonist
Aislin (a.k.a. Terry Mosher) had fun
with the Grey Owl story. In part:
Believing in your own publicity
Is quite a common eccentricity
And Grey Owl fostered the belief
That he was practically a chief.
He made sure nobody recalled
That his real name was Archibald
Pretending that it wasn’t true
That he was English through and
through.
But though he wasn’t what he
seemed
It was a worthy dream he dreamed:
A peaceful world where man would
be
To Nature, friend—not enemy.
As a young child vacationing with
my family in Prince Albert National
Park, I was taken one summer to see
Beaver Lodge—where both the prime
minister and the governor-general had
visited Grey Owl. It was an exciting
trip of several hours, taking us across

three lakes and two portages before we
anchored in front of a small log cabin,
tucked beneath towering pines. Grey
Owl wasn’t there, nor do I recall seeing
his beloved beavers, but it was an
adventure I have never forgotten.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
club’s first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the club will be published later
this year to celebrate our centenary in
2008. The Publication Committee is
now compiling a list of people and
organizations to notify about this book.
If you know of anyone—a former
member, a descendant of a former
member, etc.—who might be interested,
would you kindly provide us with
contact information. If you’d care to help
with the book’s promotion, please e-mail
Nancy Kee, George Kee or Tim Nau.

Join us for the launch of

“The Great Adventure—
100 Years at the
Arts & Letters Club”
by Margaret McBurney

Afternoon Reception
Saturday November 3, 2007
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Ceremony and Remarks at 2:30 p.m.

Special Members Dinner
Saturday, November 3, 2007
6:00 p.m. Cash Bar
7:00 p.m. Dinner
Reserve as of October 2, 2007
N.B. More detailed information in
the November LAMPSletter. Books
ordered by members will be
available for pick up on Nov. 3rd,
2007. After the official launch,
General Manager, Fiona McKeown
or Membership Services Manager,
Naomi Hunter are the only staff
who will be allowed to release the
book to Club members.
October 2007
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
The Art Committee has been busy
trying to simplify the forms that Club
Artists are required to fill in when
entering Club Shows. Thanks to a
great deal of work by Doug Purdon
and Marvyne Jenoff we have
succeeded.
Any member who ever plans to
enter works in our Club
exhibitions must sign a BLANKET
LOAN and COPYRIGHT
AGREEMENT. The Artist only
signs this document once. It will be
kept on file. Basically it means that
the Club has permission to
photograph your art work for
insurance or archival purposes and
that you permit your work to be put
on the website with the rest of the
works in the exhibition. The forms
are available on the piano in the
lounge or from Exhibition
Chairman, Ken Flitton or Art
Committee Chair Zora Buchanan.
The form has to be signed in the
presence of Ken or Zora who will
also sign. You must still fill in a one
page description of work form that
you attach to each art work, which
is now shorter and simpler.
Regretfully Doug Purdon has
found it necessary to resign from the
Art Committee. Doug has been a
dedicated and excellent Art
Exhibition Chair. We thank him
most sincerely for all the work that
he has done to organize and hang
monthly shows over the last year.
We will miss him on the Committee
but he assures me he will offer
continued advice.
I’m pleased to announce that Ken
Flitton has agreed to become our
new Chair of Exhibitions and I
know that he will do his utmost to
keep our exhibitions moving right
along. Ed Yaghdjian has also joined
the Art Committee and will assist
with the exhibitions. We are always
in need of volunteers to help with
hangings. Please don’t hesitate to
volunteer. It’s a fun way to get to
know fellow members. Call Ken.
6
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An Exclusive
Invitation
F.H. Varley
Book Launch
Wednesday, October 3, 2007
from 5–7 p.m.

PORTRAITS
INTO THE LIGHT
By Katerina Atanassova who is a
Curator in the Varley Art Gallery in
Markham and has made an in
depth study of the work of Varley,
particularly his portraits which she
feels are still not fully
acknowledged. She recently curated
an exhibition of the Portraits of
Frederick Horsman Varley for the
Varley Gallery’s 10th Anniversary
year. At 6 p.m. Ms Atanassova will
give a short power point
presentation.
R.S.V.P. Please pick up an invitation
in the Club and/or call the Varley
Art Gallery to let them know that
you will be attending.
(905) 477-9511 ext. 228

UPCOMING
ART EXHIBITIONS
These are the next few exhibitions. A
complete list is posted on the bulletin
board in the third floor Studio and on
the Members’ Board in the Front Hall.
For more information contact Zora
Buchanan or Farhad Nargol-O’
Neill.
September 29–October 20

A SPIRITED EXHIBITION

This show is open to all members of
the Club. Artists can enter up to two
works. The theme of this show is
SPIRITUALITY as it is seen and
interpreted by each artist. The media
is the choice of the artist. An
explanatory paragraph may
accompany the entries.

PLEASE NOTE: Works are to be
delivered to the Club from 9–10 a.m.
on Sat. Sept. 29th. Jurying will
commence at 10 a.m. sharp and works
will not be accepted after that time.
Jurors are Farhad Nargol-O’ Neill, Ed
Yaghdjian, and Nancy Mallett.
November 12–November 30

FINE ART SILENT AUCTION

This will be a fundraiser for the
restoration of the LAMPS Room.
Members should bring their own or
other art works they wish to donate for
installation on November 10.
Additional works will be received on
November 29 for the GALA LIVE
AUCTION on December 1.
December 3, 2007–January 4, 2008

SECOND ANNUAL MEMBERS’
SMALL WORKS SHOW

Size limit: perimeter of outside of
frame, 50 inches. This show includes a
one-day sale with authors and their
books, open to the public on Saturday,
December 8 from noon to 4:00 p.m.
Installation, December 2.
January 7 to January 25, 2008

MEMBERS BY MEMBERS

These are portraits of Club members
done by other Club members, either
in studio sessions or off-site.
Installation, January 5. For further
information contact Olja Muller.

OUTDOOR
SKETCHING
Saturday, October 13, 2007
Aubrey and Nancy Russell welcome
members for the day at their country
abode, “Moylena,” near Palgrave, Ont.
The address is 17306 Duffy’s Lane,
just 30 minutes drive north of the
Airport. A detailed map is available on
the piano in the lounge. (Contact
Naomi at (416) 597-0223 ext 3 if you
would like to have a copy faxed.)
Please call Frances Webster at
416-222-1929 if you wish to join us so
that we may let our hosts know how
many to expect. Come by noon with a
lawn chair (if desired) and food or
wine to pass the time of day.
continued on page 7

Visual Arts News

continued from page 6

Southampton paint-out
October 19–21

THE PAIRING OF BEER
WITH FOOD
Forty-eight lucky members and guests will sit down to a
sumptuous, four-course banquet especially prepared by
Chef Peace to show off his unmatched skills in cooking
with beer.
Two beers of similar style will be served with each course.

Thursday The First of November 2007
At 6:00 for 6:30 p.m.

A non-alcoholic beverage will be served at the bar to
participants starting at six sharp.

FISH COURSE

We now have a sufficient number of members to proceed
with the planned paint-out in scenic Southampton. There is
room for a few more members. Please let Jane Champagne
(janec@bmts.com) or John Blumenson
(jblumenson@sympatico.ca) know as soon as possible so we
can finalize the weekend activities. Both the Chantry Breezes
B&B and the Southampton Inn will be $50 a night.
No further information is available about the Barbados trip
in early 2008 hosted by Virginia Trieloff. If you are
interested please call Frances Webster at 416-222-1929 to
reserve a space as there is room for only 8–12. Bookings must
be made as soon as possible.

General Managers Report
For the benefit of our new members allow me to introduce
you to our Management Team and how we can be of
assistance to you. With the support of our experienced
service, culinary and house staff we are committed to making
every visit to your Club a pleasurable one!
Ken Peace our talented Chef de Cuisine accommodates
most dietary needs. When making your reservations please let
us know if you have a special dietary request.
Sarah Van Wyck our Catering Manager coordinates
private rental bookings and all committee meetings,
rehearsals etc.
Naomi Hunter our Membership Services Manager accepts
reservations for all Club events and looks after membership
inquiries. When in doubt you can be sure Naomi will have
the answer!
We welcome your ideas, suggestions, concerns and
compliments!
Fiona McKeown, General Manager

Prince Edward Island Mussels steamed in Lemon-dill
Butter and a Lager style Beer with a Julienne of Sweet
Peppers, Scallions and Multi-grain Baguette
Served with two Lager Style Beers for comparative matching:
Pilsner Urquel (Czech Republic)
Gosser Beer (Austria)

SALAD COURSE

Cookstown Greens, Seedlings and Pickled Carrots served
with a Cottage-roll Brunoise, Aged Cheddar and a
Dressing of an Ale style Beer with Grain-mustard and
Tarragon
Served with two Ale Style Beers for comparative
matching:
Wells Bombardier Ale (England)
Spitfire Kentish Ale (England)

MEAT COURSE

Short-ribs of Beef braised in a reduction of veal and a
Stout style Beer, served with Roasted Garlic-Yam
Duchess and a Broccoli Gratin in an Orange Panco Crust
Served with two Stout style beers for comparative matching:
Fuller’s London Porter (England)
Dragon Stout (Jamaica)

DESSERT COURSE

Roasted Pear with Dried Cherry-Mascarpone and
Chocolate-Hazelnut Tuile
Served with two Fruit style beer for comparative matching:
Mort Subite Framboise Beer (Belgium)
St. Amboise Apricot Beer (Quebec)

ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICE $42.50
This Gastronomic Experience is chaired by our own beer
aficionados Bill Whiteacre and Hilary Alexander.
To avoid disappointment, please book with Naomi at
416-597-0223 ext. 2 at an early convenience.
October 2007
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WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER
Club Nights

Photography Group

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

The Photo Group had another lively evening on the 12th.
We all took to the streets and returned an hour later to
review the experience and some of the shots. An animated
discussion with total participation was held.
The next meeting is Thurs Oct 11 at 6:00 p. m. at the club.
New members are always welcome. Two new members
joined us for the street outing, Sheila Donohue and Wilfred
Locket. At the next meeting we will review 5 images by
each person from the street experience, plus one new
picture taken since. The projector will be available.
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416 594 9009 or
gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Monday October 1

ART OPENING “A SPIRITED EXHIBITION”
THE CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE: THE UNTOLD
STORY OF GERICAULT’S “RAFT OF THE MEDUSA”
& THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT
Art History is incredibly exciting in its current state of flux.
The story of art is evolving and questions are being asked.
There is a New Art History.
Artist/educator from the University of Toronto SUZANNE
TEVLIN will rock the boat (or raft as it may be) with her lively
illustrated presentation and talk.
As an international lecturer and artist Suzanne spent 12
years in Europe during which time she did research and
lectured at Le Musee Ephrusi de Rothschild and La Villa
Kerylos in France. During her time in France she also
founded “The Tevlin Perspective: Art History from the
Artist’s point of View.” Art talks about the mystery of
creativity.
This promises to be a great evening of learning about the
era of Romanticism. “Romanticism is the naked soul of the
artist exposed in all its richness and disturbing splendor for
all to see: it is the confessional of the seeker with emotions
beyond his ability to control.”
Monday, October 15
NORINE BURGESS, mezzo-soprano
WILLIAM AIDE, piano
Haydn: Three Canzonettas
Chopin: Ballade in F minor, Op. 52
Fleming The Confession Stone
Britten: Five Folksong Arrangements
Monday October 22

SOLO ART EXHIBITION OPENING
THE LEGEND OF LANDSCAPE
Douglas Purdon AOCA, SCA
Doug will share his insights on the importance of landscape as a
record of history and a timeless method of catching and
keeping the natural world and the built environment. He’ll
discuss his rural, marine, urban and interior landscape paintings.
Monday, October 29
JOHN MCGREEVY, documentary film maker and
personal friend of Glenn Gould presents “Filming Gould:
Reflections on Glenn Gould” plus Screening of Mr.
McGreevy’s celebrated documentary Glenn Gould’s Toronto.
8
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Writers Table
On Friday October the 5th, 2007,
back by popular demand will be John Deacon.
John will be speaking on his book “Marnie’s Place.”
Please join us for what will be an
excellent book review from John.
For further information
call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Ad Lib
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m.
All times listed are feature start
times. Your ideas for an Ad Lib
programme, etc.: please contact
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca
CATERING: Chef Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for
selection & to order: info@artslettersclub.ca, or call 416-5970223 ext. 1, by 10 a.m., each Friday.
No details were available at press time.
Please see the weekly e-bulletin or contact Michael directly,
by e-mail: michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

Members Dinner
Watch for program details in
upcoming e-bulletins and posters in the Club.
Thursday, October 18, 2007
Bar: 6:00 p.m. Dinner: 7:00 p.m.
Price $26.00 payable in advance
Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voicemail)

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER
Literary Tables

Music Wednesdays

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Lunch 12:00 noon Music 1:00 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

October 2

Wednesday, October 3
EMILY RHO, piano—Award-winning young artist

PHILIP MATHIAS
“The Lord’s Prayer as Literature”
October 9
A group of poets from Britain will come to the Literary Table
as part of their North American Tour.

Wednesday, October 10
KRISTA DE SILVA, mezzo-soprano
JENNIFER TUNG, piano

October 16

JOHN TWOMEY
“Preserving Canada’s Broadcasting Heritage”
October 23

JOHN RAMMELL
Poet Christopher Logue’s re-discovery of Homer’s “Illiad” has
been described on the one hand as “hubris, humbug”; and
on the other as “one of the wonders of Modern Literature.”
Discover the truth for yourself when John Rammell talks
about the poet and reads from a poem that has been
characterized as possessing a “very terrible beauty.”
October 30

SUPARNA GHOSH
“Urdu Literature”

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet
Tuesday, October 9 at 3 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom
Guest speaker will be the
Club’s own acclaimed

NANCY KEE

“Highlights”—memorable and exquisite, from poetic works
will be discussed, cited for their brilliance and evermemorable passages, or totality/entirety.
Poetry written by Club member Susan Ioannou will be
featured. Nancy has been requested also to read from her
own poetic writings. “A wonderful treat” describes the
meeting!!! This offers to be a fascinating presentation—
something “not to be missed.”
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922.

Film Night
Returns in November

A varied programme of songs and arias
Wednesday, October 17
(To be announced)
Wednesday, October 24
RACHEL MERCER, cello
a programme of works for solo cello
Wednesday, October 31
VASIL GARVANLIEV, baritone
JENNIFER TUNG, piano
TRICK OR TREAT!
A special programme designed for Halloween

An Invitation to All Members
On Tuesday, October 9 the Great Hall will be the venue for
launching a new book of poems by the late Richard
Outram, South of North: Images of Canada, with drawings by
Thoreau MacDonald, published by The Porcupine’s Quill.
All members are invited to the reception from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m., which will be an opportunity to celebrate the
work of two distinguished Canadian artists in this unique
pairing of visions. The book comprises over eighty poems
and thirty-five drawings, selected and edited by Anne
Corkett and Rosemary Kilbourn, and has been designed by
Tim Inkster. The program will include remarks by Professor
Jeffery Donaldson, who teaches poetry and American
literature at McMaster University. Copies of the book will be
available for purchase at the event.
October 2007
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October 2007
Sunday

Monday
1

4

8

9

Happy
Thanksgiving

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00
noon
Poetry Gp
3:00 p.m.
Stage Cttee
Mtg 7:00 p.m.

10
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

13
11
12
LAMPS lunch Painters
Outdoor
TGIF Lunch
Reservations 12 noon
Sketching
Publications
12–1:00 p.m. History
Mtg, 2:00 p.m.
Lib
Photography Ad
6:00 p.m. –10 p.m.
Gp 6:00 p.m. LAMPSletter

CLUB CLOSED

21
Painters
Fall Weekend
Sketching
Outing

28
Painters

5

Saturday

3

Membership
Cttee
5:15 p.m.

14
Painters

Friday

2

Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

7
Painters

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Literary Cttee Mtg
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Spring Review
Planning 7:00 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Cttee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Varley Book
Launch 5–7 p.m.

15
Exec Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

16

22

24
23
Literary
Painters
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Members by
Members
painting,
3:00 p.m.–
6:00 p.m. Studio
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

29
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.
Drowsy
Chaperone
Cash Bar
6:00 p.m. Dinner
6:30 p.m. sharp

Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m. –
10 p.m.

6

Deadline

18
17
LAMPS lunch
Literary Table Painters
Reservations
Lunch
Studio
12–1:00 p.m.
12:00 noon
House Cttee Mtg
Music
1:30 p.m.
Centenary Mtg
Wednesday
NEW MEMBERS
4:00 p.m.
12 noon
COCKTAIL PARTY

MEMBERS DINNER

19
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10 p.m.
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

25
26
LAMPS lunch Painters
Lunch
Reservations TGIF
12 noon
12–1:00 p.m. Screenwriters

20
Art Hanging
Fall Weekend
Sketching
Outing

27

Group
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

30
31
Literary
Painters
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon Music
Wednesday
12 noon

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, October 12, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event. Sorry,
charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only in
extraordinary circumstances.

SPECIAL CENTENNIAL EVENTS
As of October 2007
Each LAMPS discipline is planning special events to run
throughout the Centennial year and these will be
highlighted in our monthly LAMPSletter. Here are the key
events so you can mark your calendar well in advance and
not be disappointed and miss them.

Literature
March 3, 2008
Club night—Kim Michasiw, professor of
literature, York University will speak on the
teaching of literature in the future.

Music
December 10, 2007
Club Night—The Toy Symphony featuring Past Presidents of the
Club and conducted by Ezra Schabas

January 14, 2008
Club Night—featuring Doreen Rao and the MacMillan Singers

February 11, 2008
Club Night—“MacMillan & Comfort Gala” with members of the
MacMillan & Comfort families in performance

February 18, 2008
Club Night—Les Amis with Michael Pepa

Architecture
March 15–April 4, 2008
Wall hangings of current and historic
architecture

November 2008
A special dinner celebrating the Club’s National
Historic Site designation and installation of the
National Historic Site plaque. Watch for date in
LAMPSletter.

March 10, 2008
Club Night—premier performance of club member Walter
Buczynski’s Sonata in Four Movements commissioned by the
Club for its Centennial and played by pianist Gregory Oh.

April 7, 2008
Club Night - Club member William Aide and baritone Doug
MacNaughton performing “South of North,” the special work
commissioned by the club for its 90th Anniversary featuring
poems by our late Club member Richard Outram set to music by
Srul Irving Glick; along with a special art exhibit celebrating
“South of North.”

PAINTING

STAGE

December 1, 2007

November 9, 10,
11, 2007

The Live Gala Auction and
close of Silent Auction,
both events are to raise
funds for the restoration
of the LAMPS room

January 7, 2008
Members by Members Exhibition—Club Artists have
been busy throughout the year sketching, painting
and sculpting fellow members in order to be ready for
this exciting exhibition. A representative from
Artscape will talk about “Opportunities for Toronto
Artists.”

January 28, 2008
100 years of Art—A curated exhibition of art and
artifacts from the Club collection and from current
member artists, this exhibition will go from the club to
the Varley Art Gallery in Markham.

February 21, 2008

“Hangman” by Warren
Clements directed by Betty
Trott and “Hamlet Meets
His March” written and
directed by Martin Hunter

February 22, 2008
Special play to be announced in February LAMPSletter

April 22, 2008
Spring Revue opens featuring the best material from
previous revues

May 25, 2008
Warren Clements’ Short History of the club—a special
play for “Doors Open”

November 14, 15, 16, 2008
“As Others Saw Us” by Ed Hill

LAMPS week luncheon speaker representing painting
will be Sara Diamond, President of OCAD.

February 25, 2008

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS

100 Pieces of Art—All members are eligible to enter this
“fun” exhibition.

Monday October 29, 2007

April 7, 2008

Club Night featuring John McGreevy “Filming Gould:
Reflections on Glenn Gould” plus screening of
McGreevy’s celebrated film “Glenn Gould’s Toronto”

Members’ Spring Exhibition opens with a theme from
the “South of North” song cycle to be performed that
evening by William Aide and Doug MacNaughton.

Saturday November 3, 2007

Exhibition of Arthur Lismer Collection curated by Scott
James. An opportunity for club members to view the
works of this esteemed former member.

Launch of our centennial book The Great Adventure—
100 Years at the Arts & Letters Club This event is open
to the public in the afternoon and is followed by a
Celebratory Dinner in the evening to which the Governor
General has been invited. (Members only)

June 30, 2008

Saturday March 8, 2008

June 9, 2008

Member’s Summer Exhibition opened by well known
Canadian actor and collector, Lynn Griffin.

September 27, 2008
Nuit Blanche. An all members, all night event in
conjunction with the City of Toronto.

September 29, 2008
The second Club exhibition joining with the Rochester
Art Club.

October 3-5, 2008
A weekend of special events with the Rochester Art
Club.

The Aviv Quartet led by Rachel Mercer; an outstanding
quartet playing for the Club courtesy of Les Amis’s
Michael Pepa

Tuesday March 26, 2008
Members Dinner is the OFFICIAL 100th Anniversary
Celebratory Dinner with all appropriate ceremonial
trappings, speeches and good humour, distinguished
guests and unbelievable cuisine!

Saturday May 25, 2008
Centenary Street Party. On Sunday May 25 during the Doors
Open weekend we will host a music, theatre, dance, literature
and joy filled party on the street and inside the building.
Entertainers from the world outside and from within the Club
will join forces in a glorious day of celebration as we take the
Arts & Letters Club out onto the street.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca

President’s Column
I hope you enjoyed our leap
into Nuit Blanche at the
Factory Lab Theatre.
The activities truly
mirrored the many activities
within the Club. I admired
those who lasted the whole
night and, on behalf of all
of our members must thank
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill,
Andrew Sookrah and
their team of volunteers for
organizing this innovative event and for doing it so well.
What a debt of gratitude all members of the Club owe
to Glad Smith and her late husband Odric Smith for
their gift of six works of art, with the specific request that
the proceeds from any sale could be used to aid the Club
financially. It is indeed a happy thought that, thanks to
this generous gift, we may be making a debt free entry into
the Club’s second century.
Some of the paintings are by Club members and, of
course, we will keep them as part of the Club’s collection.
The others, including one of the early works of Tom
Thomson, have been assigned to Ritchies/Sotheby
who will offer them at their much anticipated auction
of Canadian Paintings on November 19th. This is an
exciting sale so keep your fingers crossed that we will
reap great rewards. We are all invited to the preview on
November 14th.
The details of dealing with this generous gift have
occupied much of my time since last June. I have
consulted with Past Presidents, our Vice-President, our
Finance Committee, Officers of the Club, Chair of the Art
Committee, our Curator and Legal Counsel. Some of the
negotiations regarding the precise wording of some of the
documentation are still on-going. Until all of the legal
issues were settled it was not deemed wise to make the
negotiations public. Now we are happy we can celebrate
this gift and recognise the donor’s widow our member,
Glad Smith.
The Treasurer, the Vice-President and I have been
discussing the need for a Donation Policy to cover
all issues, including monetary donations. This will be
brought for open discussion to the Executive.
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Celebrate the launch of

The Great Adventure
100 Years at
The Arts & Letters Club
by Margaret McBurney
Afternoon Reception
Saturday, November 3, 2007
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Ceremony and Remarks
2:30 pm

!
Special Members’ Dinner
Saturday, November 3, 2007
6:00 pm Cash Bar
7:00 pm Dinner
Reservations Required
Sold Out – waiting list only

!
However, we envisage that the thrust will be that the
Executive decides where any money is best spent and that
we will happily accept donations, but it should be a whole
Executive decision rather than a Committee decision of how
these gifts benefit the Club.
We move now into the celebrations to mark our Centenary
Year, starting with the book launch on November 3rd. Many
invitations have been sent to children and descendants of our
early members, the press and government, and many of those
who have supported us throughout the years. I hope I see
you then as you pick up your copies of the book.
This month is a landmark in our history, let us all enjoy
our good luck.
Lorna Kelly

Members News
An exhibition of new acrylic and
collage paintings by Zora Buchanan
will take place at the Scollard Street
Gallery, 112 Scollard St. (lower level),
Yorkville, Toronto, from Thursday,
November 22 - Saturday, December
1, 2007. The Invitational Preview will
be held on Thursday, November 22,
6-8 pm. Zora will be present to speak
about her work. Please contact the
Gallery for inclusion on the guest list.
Gallery Hours: Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-5 pm or by appointment:
(647)-436-9784,
info@scollardstreetgallery.com or
www.scollardstreetgallery.com
Zora Buchanan’s painting City
Iris was awarded the Barrie Chadwick
Award of $500.00 in the Federation of
Canadian Artists Painting on the Edge
Exhibition in Vancouver in August/
September.
Ezra Schabas’ biography of Jan
Rubes will be available in book
stores at the beginning of November.
The publisher is Dundurn Press.
Ezra has known Jan Rubes for over
half a century and has followed his
extraordinary career closely. Jan Rubes
has been a leading performer in opera,
films, radio, TV, theatre, and recitals
in North America since leaving behind
his operatic career in Czechoslovakia
in 1949. A charter member of the
Canadian Opera Company and its
leading bass for twenty-five years,
Rubes sang in over a thousand
performances with the Company,
throughout the continent.
A large show of new works by
Ron Bolt will be at the Loch Gallery,
16 Hazelton Ave., Toronto from
November 3 to 15, 2007.
Catalogue available. Please come.
www.lochgallery.com
David Skene-Melvin is the subject
of a donor profile in Grad Talk; the
newsletter of the Faculty of Graduate
Studies, Brock University, vol.2:no.1,
(September 2007).
A Performance Art tour of the east
coast with musicians Rik Leaf and
2
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MJ Dandeneau from Tribe of One
Productions will fill Tina Newlove’s
calendar from November 1-15. They
will be performing at St Stephen’s
University, at high school assemblies,
house concerts and on the Mi’kmaq
First Nations Reserve. Teaching
and giving workshops to various arts
groups is part of the tour as well.
Ken Flitton will be holding a solo
exhibition of oil paintings at the
Cedar Ridge Creative Centre, 225
Confederation Drive, Scarborough
from November 18 - 23. All members
and their friends are invited to enjoy a
visit to this delightful venue. Opening
reception Sunday afternoon November
18, 2007.
Ruth Pike attended a writing
workshop at Anam Cara, Beara
Peninsula, County Cork, Ireland in
August. Anam Cara is a retreat house
for writers and artists. The grounds
and landscape are incredibly beautiful,
the relaxed atmosphere perfect for
working on a project. Brochures are
available downstairs at the club.
Mary Ann Di Bernardo is proud
to present “Remembering… Kay
Murray-Weber” at her gallery,
Latitude 44. This show is dedicated
to Kay, a remarkable woman,
internationally acclaimed master
print maker and valuable advocate
for the Canadian arts community.
Please join us at the gallery for an
opening celebration of Kay’s work on
Saturday November 10, 6 pm-9 pm
and open house Sunday November
11, 2 pm-5 pm. The show will
hang from Saturday November 10
to Saturday November 24, 2007.
Latitude 44 Gallery is located at
2900 Dundas Street West (just west
of Keele St.) (416) 769 2900 www.
latitude44gallery.ca
Pat Fairhead’s new work which
resulted from her trip to the High
Arctic will be shown at the Toronto
International Art Fair by the Trias
Gallery on October 25 - 29, 2007,
at the Metro Toronto Convention
Centre.

New Members
Andrew Hendricks is an Apprentice
Tuner and Technician at Dodington
and Dodington Pipe Organ Services
in Aylmer, Ontario. He resides in
Guelph. Andrew has sung with such
groups as the Guelph Children’s
Singers, Guelph Youth Singers and
the Guelph Chamber choir. His
work has been released on a number
of CDs. Andrew is interested in
musical instruments, performance art,
visual art, and architecture. Andrew
was sponsored by his spouse Tina
Newlove and by Rosanna Newlove.
Barbara Rose has her Bachelor of
Nursing from McGill University and
her TESL certificate from George
Brown College. She enjoys quilting,
textiles, reading, drawing, painting
and graphic design. Barbara was
sponsored by her spouse Dennis Rose
and Olja Müller.
Rachael A. Persaud has a degree
in Music and English from Wilfred
Laurier University. She is also a
graduate of American Institute of
Musical Studies in Austria. Rachael is
interested in Singing, Stage, Dance,
Music and Poetry. Rachael was
sponsored by Andrew Sookrah and
Michael Symonds.
Meg Hogarth is an actor and
media trainer who has performed
in film, television and the theatre
intermittently over the last fifty years.
She is the first nationally elected
woman president of ACTRA. She
has worked on copyright issues and
performer’s rights. Meg served six
years on the board of TVO. She is
currently one of three public members
of the Canadian Broadcast Standards
Council responding to complaints
of what is available in all broadcast
media. Sponsored by Martin Hunter
and James Mainprize.
M. Anna Leggatt holds a BSc. in
Botany from London University
and a Diploma in Horticulture from
Guelph. She is currently employed
continued on page 3
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as a Nature Interpreter at Kortright
Centre for Conservation and she
teaches at the Toronto Botanical
Garden, She has held many positions
in the Botanical fields. She has won
prizes in Horticultural photographic
competitions. Anna has written many
articles on gardening that include
plant portraits. She is interested in
photography, theatre, opera, books
and gardening. Sponsored by her
husband, Alexander Leggett and by
Brain Parker.
Barbara MacCallum has a BA from
Queens University and an M.A. in
Anthropology at the University of
Toronto. She worked back stage in
various capacities with the University
Alumnae Dramatic Club. She is
interested in painting, music and
literature. Sponsored by her husband,
Hugh MacCallum and by Dorothy
Parker.
W. Michael Müller is a Bachelor of
Architecture, a Master of Science,
Urban and Regional Planning and
holds a certificate of Adult Education
and training. He is a Member of
the Toronto Society of Architects.
He is interested in the theatre and
is working on a script that he wrote
several years ago. Michael has a love
of well-designed spaces and has taught
the history of architecture for over
three years. He has won prizes in local
photography juried shows. Sponsored
by his wife, Olja Müller and by
Dennis Rose.
Rose Norman holds a BA and MA
from the University of Toronto. She
worked as a copy editor at the Globe
and Mail for 34 years and in the news
department. She is interested in music,
especially opera, literature, theatre and
films. Sponsored by Rosemary Aubert
and Doug Purdon.
Jacqueline Yaghdjian has a Bachelor
of Arts from the University of
Toronto. She also has a Bachelor of
Education from Brock University. She
is interested in Literature, Theatre, and

Visual arts. Jacqueline was sponsored
by Marvyne Jenoff and Andrew
Sookrah.
Bruce S. MacGowan is a Chartered
Accountant who is a supporter of
the Art Gallery of Ontario and the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra.
He and his wife have a modest art
collection ranging from Goodridge
Roberts to Ed Burtynsky. He has
a genuine interest in architecture,
sculpture, music, photography
and video. Sponsored by Michael
McKeown and Mary Byers.
Elodie C. Sandford has spent
seven years in photography with an
emphasis on exotic locations, people
and animals. Her work has been
published in the Scientific Exploration
Society magazine (UK) where she
served as Honorary Vice President.
She is a member of the Explorers
Club of America (NYC). Sponsored
by Barbara Mitchell and Brian
Wilkinson.
We also welcome the new President of
the St. George’s Society, Ken Foxcroft,
to membership in the Arts and Letters
Club, succeeding John A. Welch.

Gremlins!

In the October listing of New
Members, several unfortunate errors
crept in to the notices of Marion
McBurney and Anne McGouran.
Marion McBurney serves on the
Board of the Canadian Society of
Decorative Arts and studied Creative
Writing and Script Writing for TV
at Ryerson. She also has taken a
Decorative Arts course through the
Continuing Education programme at
the University of Toronto.
Anne McGouran is the collector
of Provencal “santons” – handcrafted
figures, which was erroneously
attributed to Marion McBurney in the
October listing.
The LAMPSletter also wishes to
acknowledge the designs of Ray Cattel
of the LAMPS disciplines used in the
Centenary listings in October.

Obituaries
Eleanor (nee Wolfe) Besen died
peacefully at her home in Toronto on
Thursday, June 28, 2007 following a
courageous and graceful struggle with
cancer, which defeated her body, but
never her spirit or sense of humour.
Eleanor was a graduate of
the University of Toronto in
Occupational Therapy. She was a
gifted artist who enrolled in The
Ontario College of Art while her
children were quite young, and was
awarded a scholarship to further her
studies in Italy. A member of the
Ontario Society of Watercolourists,
she pursued this interest throughout
her life, held a number of exhibitions
and was a member of the Club since
1994.
She was delighted when her
children and grandchildren
showed evidence of similar artistic
aptitudes and she took great pride
in their accomplishments. She is
survived by two daughters and three
grandchildren, and will be lovingly
remembered by sisters-in-law, nieces,
nephews, a large extended family and
innumerable friends whose lives she so
deeply touched.
By Pat Fisher
Alexander G. (Sandy) McKay
December 24, l924 - August 31, 2007
Sandy McKay was an amazing
scholar: Order of Canada,
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
at McMaster University, classicist,
world scholar, author of fifteen books.
However, I want to write about Sandy
the man and a very good friend. I
well remember the cold winter day
when he and I drove to Hamilton to
look at the house that he and Jean
were thinking of buying. This was
a very large older home, and the
main criterion for the McKays was
that the living room had to be able
to hold two concert grand pianos.
Wearing my engineer’s hat, I said that
the house was sound, and that the
continued on page 4
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living room would accommodate the
instruments, indeed four!
This house was to become the
scene of many wonderful parties.
Boris and Dennis Brott were favourite
friends. Then of course there were the
marvelous two-piano works played by
Jean and Sandy. On rare occasions we
would convince Jean to sing. She had a
beautiful contralto voice, and had been
soloist at Timothy Eaton Memorial
Church while I was organist there.
Sandy was a very gracious host. Like
many of you, I will miss his humour
and his incredible erudition, both of
which he delighted in sharing.

read script for later typing. When his
law firm moved into new quarters he
assumed the roles of architect, designer,
interior decorator and contractor,
giving vent to his artistic leanings.
Avoiding marriage, Austin indulged
his passion for good food and wine,
elegant clothes, the theatre, concerts,
art, travel and a sixties black Cadillac
convertible, only recently sold. He
joined the Club in May 1999. His later
years were plagued with back pain and
other physical problems but he was
active until the end.
By Robin Fraser

Malcolm McGrath
Eric Hanson, treasured partner of
Shirley Davy, passed away on Sept. 1,
2007, after a short illness. A renowned
town planner, developer and civil
engineer, Eric spearheaded many
significant projects but was most loved
for his conviviality. When he joined
the Club in 2005, Eric said that he
had “designed several golf courses, was
a member of a Carling Cup team and
played in many golf championships.”
He was a force to be reckoned with
on the golf course and a fun guy to be
with at the golf club and our Club.
He’ll be sorely missed.
Doug Purdon
Austin Conway QC
November 26, 1918 – July 27, 2007
Born near London Ontario in the
marvelously named township of East
Nissouri, Austin Conway attained a
B.A from U.W.O. in 1940, served in
the R.C.A.F., graduated from Osgoode
Hall Law School in 1948 and after
practicing with a trust company, joined
a Bay Street law firm now called Fraser
Milner Casgrain where he stayed until
his retirement in March 1984. He was
heavily involved in the legal side of the
development of Don Mills, Canada’s
first planned community. In creating
legal documents he eschewed dictation,
preferring writing in his flowing, easily
4
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MUSICAL NOTES
The programming for November by
coincidence consists entirely of groups
of musicians. Member Jonathan
Krehm starts us off on the 7th with a
woodwind quartet he has assembled.
November 12th sees the return of
the inspiring Regent Park Music
School, under the guidance of Wayne
Strongman. November 14th is the
Aldeburgh Discovery concert, with
fine young singers selected by Stephen
Ralls and Bruce Ubukata. November
21st will be the first appearance of the
new Empire Trio, violin, cello and
piano. The month finishes with one of
the semi-annual concerts of Canadian
Music Competition winners. These
young musicians always astonish.
Please take particular note that
the November 12th Club Night with
the Regent Park Music School is the
opening of the Silent Art Auction.
Jim Norcop

MEMBERS’ DINNER
Thursday, November 15th, 2007

Phillip Crawley
Please reserve for Members’ Dinner
in advance with Naomi at Ext. 2
Bar 6:00 p.m.; Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $26.00, payable in advance
Phillip Crawley was appointed
Publisher and C.E.O. of The Globe
and Mail in June 1999. Since
then, he has led the paper through
a period of rapid change and
intensified competition.
Prior to joining The Globe and Mail,
Phillip Crawley worked with some
of the world’s leading newspaper
and media companies, including
The New Zealand Herald, the South
China Morning Post in Hong Kong,
The Daily Telegraph, London and
The Journal, Newcastle upon Tyne.
Between 1993 and 1997 he was
Managing Director, The Times
Supplements, London.

Phillip Crawley was born in
Northumberland, England and
graduated in English Language and
Literature at Manchester University.
He is the chairman of The Canadian
Press, Canada’s national news
agency, and is a former chairman
of the Canadian Newspaper
Association.
Our newspapers and the news media
play a vital role in shaping the arts
and culture fabric of Canada. We will
be privileged to hear Mr. Crawley’s
perspective on this important topic.

LOOKING BACK

Illustration from Club Archives

One day in December 1931, our
executive committee learned that the
club had received the intriguing gift
of two swords which, it was claimed,
had been used in 1815 at the Battle
of Waterloo. They had been given to
us by the widow of an early member,
James W. (“Jimmy”) James, who had
been headmaster at Crescent School. I
have no idea what happened to these
swords. Except for a brief mention
in the minutes of that 1931 meeting,
our records say nothing about them.
This omission is just one of the many
mysteries involving gifts to the club.
In January 1913, for instance, the
Norwegian explorer, Roald Amundsen,
spoke to the club about his adventures
through the Northwest Passage in
1905 and his trip to the South Pole in
1911. After his speech, the club choir,
duly impressed, rose to sing the rousing
Norwegian anthem. One year after all
this excitement, the Norwegian ViceConsul gave us a portrait of the famous
explorer –– but what happened to that?
Another fascinating gift was a set
of brass Birmingham gongs, presented
to the club in 1916 by twenty-two of
our members. Perhaps the large gong

which summons our members dinner
is part of that set. Maybe not. What,
one wonders, became of the others?
We have received other interesting
gifts which seem to have disappeared
–– such as works shown at the club
in 1941 by WW2 internees held at
camps in northern Ontario. It was
a gesture of thanks to our members
who had sent them (at A.Y. Jackson’s
suggestion) painting materials. The list
of missing gifts includes a dozen or so
pewter mugs bearing the club’s logo,
given by Past-President Ian Cameron;
as well as one or two chess sets; various
tables, chairs, and various paintings;
sketches; etc.
We still, however, enjoy the many
gifts that are still in use, including
among countless others: Jack
Ridpath’s hand-carved round table in
the lounge, a linen chest (?) and the
stand for our archives books; George
Pepall and George McMurtrie’s
silver punch bowl inscribed with the
club logo and brought forth for every
Boar’s Head; A.Y. Jackson and Fred
Banting’s fascinating narwhal tooth,
found on their Arctic travels; the 1919
RAF propeller in our library; and Dr.
Clarence Hassard’s 1904 Steinway
grand that still graces the lounge.
Not all gifts, however, were readily
accepted. Archivist Hunter Bishop
once recalled that he had “urged a
member not to part with a moose head
which he wanted hung in our dining
hall.”
The list of much welcomed
financial donations is very impressive
but is far too lengthy to mention
here. However, there is one item
safely housed in our archives that has,
seemingly, no history. No one knows
if it was donated to the club, or simply
left behind after a club function and
forgotten –– although this seems
highly unlikely. It is an unopened
bottle of Chateauneuf du Pape 1928!
Of course, it’s probably pure vinegar
by now, but –– who knows?
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Club’s first 100 years.

Official Presentation of
Club’s Coat-of-Arms
The patent for the Club’s achievement
of arms from H.M. the Queen by
Right of the Crown in Canada from
the Canadian Heraldic Authority,
an Office of State in the Chancellory
of the Governor General, shall be
formally presented to the Club on
Club Night, Monday 31st March
2008, by a Herald from the Authority
who will speak on the creation of the
Club’s arms, heraldry in Canada, and
the role of the Authority.
David Skene-Melvin
Chair, Heraldry sub-Committee

Ontario Legislature Tours
The Ontario Legislature will be
running wonderful guided Art
and Architecture tours. These are
fascinating tours, and members who
participate will be very interested
to hear and see the many Club
connections with the art in Queens
Park. The tour in November takes
place Friday November 9th, from
2 – 3:30 PM. Please contact Rosa
Cantiller to book your space on the
tour by e-mailing her at:
rosa_cantiller@ola.org

ATTENTION CLUB SINGERS
The Stage Committee is planning
to present an abridged version of
Mavor Moore’s delightful musical
Sunshine Town on Friday February 22
(LAMPSweek), Saturday February 23
and a Sunday matinée February 24th.
We are looking for singers for four solo
roles (two men and two women) and
four chorus members (again, two men
and two women).
So, start vocalizing! We are inviting
all Club talent to bring two songs of
your choice to an audition scheduled
for Thursday November 22nd at 7 pm
in the Great Hall. See you there!
For more information, please contact
Ruth Morawetz or Betty Trott.
November 2007
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
ART STORAGE CUPBOARD:

The art storage cupboard in the
basement must be cleared of all
works of art by October 29 to make
space for Silent and Live Auction
Items being delivered for installation
on Saturday, November 10. Any
works not picked up by that date
will automatically go into the
Silent or Live Auction. Proceeds of
these Auctions will go towards the
restoration of the LAMPSroom.

JUDGING DAY FOR 100
YEARS OF ART EXHIBITION
AT THE CLUB AND AT THE
VARLEY ART GALLERY
Saturday, November 2nd is ‘Judging
Day’ for entry into the upcoming
Club exhibition 100 YEARS OF ART.
Club artists may submit up to three
works between 11 am and 1 pm, with
judging beginning at 2 pm. Work
must be brought in and removed
after the judging on the same day. If
an artist cannot remove his/her work
on November 2, then he/she must
designate someone to remove it. No
work whether accepted or rejected
for the show is to remain in the
Club. Thirty works will be chosen.
Works accepted for the exhibition
must be delivered back to the Club
on January 26, 2008, and following
the Exhibition at the Club, will go
on to the Varley Art Gallery from
February, 23 to March 14, 2008. The
official opening of the Varley Gallery
exhibition is Saturday, February 23.
The three jurors on November 2 are
Barbara Mitchell, John Snell and
Katerina Atanassova.

A Spirited Exhibition
Thanks to all those volunteers who
helped with the Spiritual show. The
Jury was Farhad Nargol-O’Neill,
Ed Yaghdjian, and Nancy Mallett.
Our show designer was Jamie Hewson
and hangers were Ken Flitton, Cecil
Pace-Asciak, Farhad Nargol-O’Neill,
Ed Yaghdjian, Wendy Boyd.
6
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Title cards were written by Marvyne
Jenoff, Christine Chown, and Nancy
Mallett. In addition to those who
volunteered to assist at the hanging
of this show, Ken Flitton wishes to
especially thank Wendy Boyd and
Cecil Pace-Asciak, who although not
previously recruited, were of invaluable
assistance.

Weekend Sketching,
September 2007
Tom Thomson move over. A
wonderful weekend was greeted by the
artists of the Arts and Letters Club,
painting in beautiful Georgian Bay.
The awesome purple and ochre of
the clouds, the cerulean blue skies,
ultramarine blue water, flesh pink
rocks and viridian green trees, and no
rain – who could ask for more? This
was accomplished by our wonderful
hosts Alistair and Duggan Melhuish
and Allison and Paul Hughes, to
whom we will forever be grateful.
Thank you so much from all of us.

General Manager’s
Report
News for wine lovers!
We have recently introduced ½ litre
and full litre carafes for all of the wines
that are currently available by the glass.
And take note of our “bin ends” list
of wines, an ever changing selection
available by the bottle only. You may
order your dinner wine selection at
the bar before dinner and we will be
pleased to deliver the wine and glasses
to your table. Should you choose to
run a tab at the bar please settle your
account on the same day, this will
make for a very happy bookkeeper!
As our rental activity continues to
grow, we make every effort possible
to ensure these bookings do not to
interfere with Club events. If you are
looking for meeting or rehearsal space,
we suggest that you book early to avoid
disappointment. Multiple dates can be
held on a tentative basis.
Fiona McKeown,
General Manager

by Margaret Florence Ludwig

Second Annual
Small Works Show
and Sale with AUTHORS
and their Books
This show benefits the visual
artists and writers in the Club. The
deadline for submissions is Sunday
December 2nd at 10 am SHARP.
The opening night is Club Night
Monday December 3rd. This Club
Night will feature a performance
of modern jazz by the Darius
Nargolwalla Trio: Mark Kieswetter
on Piano, and Greg Pilo on Drums.
This show will also be open to the
public on Saturday December 8th,
from 12 noon - 4 pm. The works
are restricted to those whose total
framed circumference is no more than
50 inches, or 1 foot cubed space for
sculptors. Limited edition photographs
that do not exceed the number 50 are
also welcome.

Artwork Credits
Page 1:

President’s drawing by
Sevier

Page 1:

Club Masthead was
designed by Ray Cattell

Page 4:

Photograph of
Phillip Crawley courtesy
Phillip Crawley
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Looking Back Illustration
courtesy the Club archives

Page 8:

Two One Act Plays poster
by Warren Clements

Page 8:

Ad Lib logo by
Andrew Sookrah

Page 9:

Film Night image
courtesy David Eng
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Centenary Committee Report
The Architecture Committee has been galvanized into action
and amongst other things, will be presenting a Centennial
exhibit March 15 through April 4, 2008 which will display
the contributions to the built environment by members of the
Club involved in the various design disciplines over the last
100 years!
The Music Committee has announced that the Avi
Quartet will perform on Saturday, March 8, 2008. This
has been offered to the Club gratis by the Quartet due to a
canceled booking!
The Stage Committee has accepted a proposal from Ruth
Morawetz for a presentation of Sunshine Town, a musical
comedy adapted from Stephen Leacock’s novel Sunshine
Sketches of a Little Town, with book, lyrics and music by
former Club member Mavor Moore, during LAMPSWEEK!
Thanks to Ruth Morawetz a performance of The Medium
by Gian-Carlo Menotti will be presented by the University
of Western Ontario, at no cost to the Club! This would be
performed two nights, the second night being a fund-raiser
for alumni of the University. Check the calendar for the dates!
Under Julian Mulock’s leadership, arrangements for the
Doors Open and Street Party on Sunday, May 25, 2008
are bubbling along! The Literature Committee is arranging
an evening of story-telling by Carol McGirr and Rod
Carruthers. More to come!
John Lawson, Chair
Centenary Committee

MESSAGE:
FROM THE ARTS &
LETTERS CLUB:
MEMO:
YOU ARE INVITED TO A GALA
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY AT THE
CLUB TO CELEBRATE THE LAST
OF THE FIRST 100 YEARS AND
BRING IN 2008 IN STYLE.
NOTES:
- INVITE FRIENDS
- DRESS FORMAL
- DANCE TO A SIX PIECE BAND
- SPECIAL NEW YEAR’S EVE
MENU WITH CHAMPAGNE
- SPOT DANCES FOR PRIZES
- DETAILS TO FOLLOW
- RESERVE WITH NAOMI
AFTER NOVEMBER 16TH

FINE ART AUCTION
December 1st, 2007
The Silent Auction donations must be in the Club
by 10 am, Saturday, November 10th when the
installation will take place. The opening of the
Silent Auction is on Club Night, Monday November
12th. Please use the Intent to Donate forms
for the Fine Art Auction. (The regular forms to
accompany your art work do not apply.)
We will continue to accept Intent to Donate Forms,
and actual donations, as long as it is feasible for us
to do so.
The Silent Auction closes on Saturday December
1st at 2 pm. You may submit as many works
as you wish. The committee retains the right to
reject works that it deems unsuitable. Works more
suitable for the Live Auction will be reserved for
that event at the discretion of the Committee. Any
questions? Contact Zora Buchanan;
zbuchanan@rogers.com; (416) 596 0248
The Live Auction will take place on Saturday,
December 1st at 3 pm with auctioneer Heather
Pigat. Tickets are $20.00 each and will be available
to you and your friends early in November. You
may order them by phoning the club on the
reservation line. Please use the Intent to Donate
Forms for your donations of art, photography and
art objects.
Live Auction works must be delivered to the Club
on Thursday and Friday, November 29th and 30th
between 10 am and 3 pm. If you must deliver
them prior to these dates please let us know so
that arrangements can be made. You may pick up
unsold works immediately following the Auction or
through the next week. If you are not sure which
auction your work belongs in please bring it on
Saturday, November 10th and the committee will
decide.
Volunteers needed: If you are young at heart and
fleet of foot please come and help on December
1st. We need you to carry, unhang, wrap art works
and run errands. Friends and relatives are welcome
too. Give your names to: Gordon Fulton; (416)
594 9009; gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca or Danielle
Fraser; (416) 595 9009; dmfraser@sympatico.ca
Remember, all proceeds from sales at both auctions
go towards the restoration of the LAMPSroom.
The committee sends its thanks to all those who
have sent in their Intent to Donate Forms.
November 2007
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WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door
November 5

FIREWORKS AND THE GUY FAWKES PLOT OF 1605
Professor Bert S. Hall of the Institute for the History and
Philosophy of Science and Technology
(IHPST) at the University of Toronto will make a presentation on the history of Fireworks focused on the Gunpowder
Plot. Hall specializes on the mechanical and the military
technologies of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. He is
the author of “Weapons and Warfare in Renaissance Europe;
Gunpowder, Tactics and Technology”.
Monday, November 12

REGENT PARK SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Wayne Strongman, conductor
and

ART AUCTION OPENING
Monday, November 19

“THE GENTLE ART OF STAGE COMBAT”
With the assistance of some Club members, including
Martha Spence, Naomi Hunter will present a short
illustrated talk on the development of the art of theatrical
combat (and its Film cousin).
Monday, November 26
George Hume presents Down Under, Down Under, an
evening devoted to his recent trip to New Zealand.

Ad Lib
Ad Lib opens at 6pm. All times listed are
feature start times. Your ideas for an Ad Lib
programme, etc.: please contact Michael.
Symonds@Sympatico.ca CATERING: Chef
Peace Cheese & Sandwich Plates, for selection & to order:
info@artslettersclub.ca or call 416-597-0223 ext. 1, by 10
am, each Friday.
For programme information, please contact Michael at
michael.symonds@sympatico.ca

Screenwriters Group
On Friday, November 30th join us in the LAMPSroom for
a screening and discussion of an interview with William
Goldman on the writing of his Oscar-winning screenplay for
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.
For information,
contact David Eng at davideng007@gmail.com
8
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Photography Group
The next gathering of the very enthusiastic Photography
Group will be held on Wednesday November 7th 6:30 pm.
The bar will be open for drinks and coffee but no food will
be available.
The next assignment is: Photograph a scene, person or
place at least twice from a different perspective or view.
This could include lighting, time of day, or exposure and
aperture variances. Please bring a CD with up to 5 images
of that scene and we will observe and discuss.
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416 594 9009 or gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Writers Table
On Friday November 2nd, 2007 at the Arts and Letters
Writers Table, Dr. Yael Newman, an Acupuncturist from
the Fairlawn Medical Clinic will speak on her writing
experiences about Acupuncture.
As a reminder: The Writer’s Table will be meeting on the
main floor in the LAMPSroom.
For further information
call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER
Literary Tables

Music Wednesdays

Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Lunch 12:00 noon Music 1:00 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

November 6
Ruth Roach Pierson will read from her second book of
poetry. Aide-memoire is “about time and history, inheritance
and loss. It is a book of memory with a hard bright edge”
(Stan Dragland).

Wednesday, November 7
ANYA PRODEZA, flute
SENYA TRUBASHNIK, oboe
JONATHAN KREHM, clarinet
JACOB STOLLER, piano

November 13
Tim Nau on
“The Poetry of Haute Cuisine”
Have you ever wondered why so many of the dishes of
haute cuisine are named for people and places? On this
occasion, we’ll explore the historical origins of menu terms
like Beef Wellington and Sauce Mayonnaise --after a special
meal prepared by Chef Peace that he promises will include
Strawberries Romanoff.

French music by Milhaud and Saint-Saens

November 20
Allen Koretsky on Ian Pears’s The Dream of Scipio: a novel
of (too many?) ideas and great events.

Wednesday, November 21

November 27

DOUG FREAKE
The victory of the body, as suggested by several 20th
century literary works.

Poetry Group

Wednesday, November 14

ALDEBURGH DISCOVERY SERIES
ALLISON ARENDS, soprano
KATHLEEN PROMANE, mezzo
PAUL WILLIAMSON, tenor
BRUCE UBUKATA, piano

EMPIRE TRIO

BOZENA SZUBERT, violin
RON HARRY, cello
RENATA ZORAWSKA, piano
Wednesday, November 28

CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITION WINNERS

Film Night

The Poetry Group will meet
Tuesday, November 13 at 3 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom

Please reserve Film Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail).
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

Guest speaker will be the

LUST FOR LIFE

DR. FRANCIS SPARSHOTT
“Is Poetry Necessary – and If So, - Who Needs It?”
Author of ten books of academic prose and eleven volumes
of Poetry. Our speaker has been awarded a “Doctor of
Sacred Letters” from Victoria College, U of T. – as well as
having been the distinguished recipient of “Doctor of Laws”
from the University of Toronto. Additionally, Dr. Sparshott
taught Philosophy at U of T until 1991.
If you think Poetry is just an “Art-Form”, think again – you
just may change your mind! Don’t miss this fascinating
opportunity.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922.

Wednesday, November 14
Lust for Life is a film about the agony of van Gogh’s
quest for self-expression and acceptance. Betrayed and
felled by his own doubts in 1890, ironically van Gogh
conquered the art world 11 years afterwards as his work
created a sensation at the
Bernheim-Jeune show in
Paris on March 17, 1901.
His magnificent pain is
beautifully portrayed by
Kirk Douglas in Vincent
Minnelli’s 1956 film. A
panel of colourist painters
will discuss the movie and
colour theory after the film.
November 2007
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November 2007
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12 - 1:00pm

Painters

The Pairing of
Beer with Food
6:00pm for 6:30pm

Ad Lib
6:00pm-10:00pm

Book Launch
Afternoon Reception
1:00pm to 4:00pm
Reservations not required
Special
Members Dinner
7:00pm Dinner
Reservations required

8

9

10
Art Hanging

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table

4

5

6

7

Painters

Membership Cmtte
5:15pm

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00
noon

Painters Studio

Painters

Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon

TGIF Lunch 12 noon

Activities Cmttee
Mtg 5:15pm
Club Night - dinner
6:30pm

Literary Comttee
meeting

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12 - 1:00pm

Photography
Group 6:30pm

“Hangman” and
“Hamlet Meets
His Match”
“Hangman” and “Hamlet
Dinner
and Show
Meets His Match”
History Publications
Mtg 2:00pm

Dinner and Show

11

12

13

14

15

16

Painters

Members by
Members Studio
Painting 3pm-6pm

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon

Painters Studio

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12 - 1:00pm

Painters

“Hangman” and
“Hamlet Meets
His Match”
Matinée 2:00pm

Executive Mtg
5:15pm

Poetry Group
3:00pm

Music Cmttee mtg
10:45am

Ad Lib
6:00pm-10:00pm

House Cmttee Mtg
1:30pm

FILM NIGHT

MEMBERS DINNER

LAMPSletter
deadline

Club Night - dinner
6:30pm

Art Cmttee Mtg
5:15pm

18

19

20

21

22

23

Painters

Club Nightdinner 6:30pm

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Painters Studio

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12 - 1:00pm

TGIF Lunch 12 noon

Centenary Mtg
4:00pm

17

TGIF Lunch 12 noon

Music Wednesday
12:00 noon

Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon

Saturday

24

Painters

Ad Lib
6:00pm-10:00pm
LAMPSletter
stuffing

25

26

27

28

29

30

Painters

Members by
Members Studio
Painting 3pm-6pm

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Painters Studio

LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12 - 1:00pm

Painters

Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon

Club Night - dinner
6:30pm

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday November 16th at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web site
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Screenwriters Group
Ad Lib
6:00pm-10:00pm

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2:00 p.m. on
the day of the event.
Reservations for Members’ Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event. Sorry,
charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only in
extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President’s Column
When they are writing the history
of the Club for our 200th
anniversary, will they describe our
dinner on Saturday 3rd November,
when we thanked Margaret
McBurney and her team of Ann
Schabas and Scott James for the
creation of the book, “The Great
Adventure—100 years at the Arts
& Letters Club.” Will they say,
“Entertainment was provided by
the well-known journalist Warren
Clements, and the eloquent artist
and performer Julian Mulock.” The programme for the evening
will already be in the archives, and we hope the visual record, by
the soon to be out-dated video, or DVD will still be around to
share with those who come after us. It was such a wonderful day of
celebration launching the Club into our Centenary year. Thanks
to all who made this a very special day: The History Publication
Committee under the Co-Chairs Peter G.S. Large and Julian
Mulock, the Chair of the Centenary Committee John Lawson,
the Producer for the afternoon event, Michael Spence, and the
dinner planning by Mary Jane Large. The year is going to be very
special and very busy!
In a way now that this event is over I feel a bit anti-climatic,
but how can I say that with the Art Auction and Sale coming
up, more wonderful events, and of course, the Boar’s Head.
The Executive has once again been looking at our place in
the cultural life of Toronto.
The city is constantly evolving, how do we reach out to the new
citizens, our new neighbours in the condominiums that surround
us? Who will be the people in our future to keep the Club relevant
and alive so that we can reach our 200th anniversary?
We re-invent the wheel in the Club all the time as we change
Executive and Committee heads. Without tying us down to a rigid
corporate structure we must be more organised in how we achieve
our goals and how we plan succession within committees. We
need “movers and shakers” in the club, but we also need people
committed to promoting our vision of who we are and what we
can bring to a vital relevant Club within our dynamic city.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Club this month,
as we continue our celebrations and welcome the holiday season.
Merry Christmas, and a wonderful year in 2008.
Lorna Kelly

THE BOAR’S HEAD

THURSDAY
DECEMBER 13TH, 2007
Cash Bar opens 6:00 p.m.
Festivities begin 7:00 p.m.
Price of $65 includes
Wassail, Feast and Wine
Reserve promptly with Naomi
starting November 29th
(Payment in Advance by
Cash, Cheque or Credit Card)
Members Only

Members News
The Ontario Society of Artists held
their annual jurying of new members
on November 11th. Two members of
the Arts and Letters Club were elected:
Sandra Henderson and Jessica Steven.
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig was
painting in November with
performances of jazz pianist and
composer Andy Milne and dance artist
Heather Cornell of Manhattan Tap at
the London Jazz Festival, at the
London Southbank Centre. Pushing
the boundaries of their respective art
forms, the artists blurred the lines
between live music performance,
composition, dance, and painting.
She also opened in a group show at
the Brecht Forum in New York,
CENSORSHIP, an exhibition
benefiting artists in distress.
New member Michael Muller has
recently become a Professor of
Architecture at Sheridan College.
Congratulations Michael!
Penelope Cookson has been
involved with the building of a new
Brampton-based opera company called
Brampton Lyric Opera. On November
24th, they will present a fundraising
concert at 8:00 p.m. at the Rose
Theatre in Brampton featuring
“Canada’s Butterfly”—Maria
Pellegrini. Please call the Rose Theatre
Box Office for tickets. (905) 874-2800
Margaret Florence Ludwig
donated one of her paintings of the
arctic, which was given to Al Gore
when he spoke of “Global Warming”
this summer in Toronto. Margaret will
also have one of her portrait paintings
in the Varley Gallery in Unionville
from November 25, 2007–January 13,
2008, the subject being Capturing the
Human Spirit.
William Aide launches his new
book of poems, Letters to a Musical
Friend (Oberon Press) on December
5th as part of the Music Wednesdays
program. The book includes a
compact disc of 11 Brahms Intermezzi
and the late Beethoven Sonata Opus
110, played by the author. In addition
to selected readings, Bill will play a
2
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short recital of Brahms, Chopin and
Maria Callas.
Zora Buchanan is exhibiting in the
Society of Canadian Artists Elected
Members Exhibition and Sale in the
Rainbow Cinemas Market Square
Gallery, 80 Front St. E. from Nov. 12
to Jan. 3, 2008. Zora is also exhibiting
several paintings in acrylic and collage
in the Yorkminster Park Gallery
Christmas Group Show, Nov. 19–
Dec. 22. 1585 Yonge St. 416-922-1167
An essay by Marvyne Jenoff
appears in Imagination in Action, an
anthology of statements by Canadian
writers who are also involved in other
arts. Edited by Carol Malyon, the
book was published in November by
The Mercury Press,
www.mpresspathcom.com.
John O’Keefe and Aercoustics
Engineering Limited have been
recognized with the Schreyer Award for
the acoustics and the design work of The
Esplanade Arts and Heritage Centre in
Medicine Hat, Alberta. Created by
Governor General Ed Schreyer in 1982,
the Schreyer is Canada’s highest
distinction for engineering.
Wendy Boyd will be singing with
Ryerson University’s Oakham House
Choir in a performance of the Vivaldi
and the Rutter Glorias at the Calvin
Presbyerian Church, Delisle St. on
Saturday 8th December at 7:30 p.m.
She is also in the St Anne’s Music and
Drama production of Gilbert and
Sullivan’s “Patience” at the end of
January and beginning of February.
Veronica K. Tsyglan’s Solo
Exhibition Veronica’s Winter Vernissage
will run from December 15–January 3
at Imagine Art Gallery, 12 Centre
Street, Thornhiil. The opening
reception will be on December 15,
2007 from 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Please note that NEW menu pricing
comes into effect January 1, 2008.
Prices include taxes
Club night
$20.00
Lit Lunch
$16.00
Music Lunch $16.00
TGIF Lunch $16.00

New Members
Wayne McCann is a specialist in
geographical Information Systems. He
studied Physical Environmental
Geography at the University of Toronto.
He has an interest in Photography
(insects and nature in particular),
Literature, Theatre, and Music. He is
interested in joining the photography
group at the Club. Wayne was
sponsored by his spouse Tralee Reford
McCann and Michael Symonds.
Brian Hoffman is an academic
psychiatrist who teaches at U of T and
works at North York General
Hospital. He has written 4 textbooks
and numerous chapters in other books
on psychiatry and the law and has
lectured throughout Canada, the
USA, Europe and Asia on related
topics. Brian is interested in creative
writing and the activities of the
Literary Table and Writers’ Group. He
is married to the artist Margie Hunter
Hoffman. Sponsored by Bill
Buchanan and Zora Buchanan.
Joseph Pope has been the curator
of the Bergendal Collection of
Medieval manuscripts, the largest
private collection of medieval codices
in the Americas, since 1980. He is a
member of the Association
Paleographique Internationale. Joseph
has taught Paleography at PIMS
Graduate programme at the University
of Toronto for many years. He has
published a collection of his father’s
wartime correspondence under the
title Letters from the Front:
1914–1919. Sponsored by George W.
Edmonds and Claudine Pope.
Kathy Blend, a former high school
history teacher who has moved into the
real estate field, is interested in
photography, painting and jewelery
making. Kathy has become involved
with the Club through her husband,
Ralph Blend, who has recently returned
as a member. Sponsored by John
Illingworth and Sheila Craig Waengler.
Nancy Moore enjoys painting and is
a member of the Women’s Art
Association of Hamilton and the
Women’s Art Association of Canada.

continued on page 3

New Members continued from page 2

Southampton painting weekend

She is learning to play the piano and is
interested in becoming involved with the
painting groups at the Club. Sponsored
by Patricia Howard and Tim Nau.
Jean Simonton has been working in
architectural conservation for almost 30
years. She holds a degree in
Architecture from the University of
Waterloo and a Bachelor of
Environmental Studies from the
University of Manitoba. In addition to
architecture and urban planning, she is
interested in ceramics, metal work and
painting. Her spouse is Richard
Moorhouse and she is sponsored by
John Blumenson and Zora Buchanan.
Michelle King is studying at the
University of Toronto in Book and
Media Studies, Celtic Studies and
English and has several academic papers
that reflect her interest in literature and
print culture. Michelle is sponsored by
Margot Trevelyan and Peter Hart.

A small group of enthusiastic Arts & Letters members spent the weekend of
October 19–21 in Southampton. The weekend group included George Hume and
his wife Ann, Ed Yaghdjian and his wife Jacqueline, John Blumenson and his wife
Mary Lou Evans, Jane Champagne, Helena Glynn and Zora and Bill Buchanan.
Our hosts were John Blumenson and Jane Champagne. The weather was cool
and windy to begin with but it soon warmed up to glorious bright sunny fall
conditions showing off Southampton to its best. We stayed at the Chantry Breezes,
a delightful B&B close to the waterfront on Main Street. After wine & cheese at
the B&B on Friday evening we had dinner at the Walker House. We were joined
by Nancy Wynoch, President of the Southampton Art School and her husband. A
visit to the School on Saturday morning introduced us to a painting and print
making class in progress. We also inspected the renovations going on upstairs to
provide accommodation for artist teachers in residence. We all went our separate
ways on Saturday afternoon. It was an easy walk to John Blumensen’s for a relaxed
and most enjoyable buffet dinner on Saturday evening.

ATTENTION AUTHORS
A limited number of Club authors have
the opportunity to display and sell their
books at the Second Annual Sale of
Small Artworks and Books on Saturday,
December 8 from noon to 4 p.m. Open
to the public, it is being advertised
through the city and invitations will be
available on the piano to be sent to
clients and friends. Authors interested
in reserving space please contact
Marvyne Jenoff, 416-482-8896,
mjenoff@istar.ca as soon as possible.

Christmas Lunches
Savour the delights of our seasonal
feasting in good company!
Thursday, December 20th: sing a-long
of carols and festive favourites
Friday, December 21st: sing a-long of
carols and festive favourites with
Malcolm McGrath
11:30 a.m. Cash bar 12 noon Buffet
Lunch with all the seasonal trimmings
$20.00 per person
Reserve with Naomi at ext. 2. (voicemail)

The group outside the Southampton Art School

Bill Buchanan

Mark your calendars!!

This is your opportunity to purchase works of
art gleaned from members’ private collections
or works produced by club artists.
(Holiday gift season is upon us!)
Date: December 1st is the date for the Club’s
silent and live auctions.
Place: The Great Hall, LAMPS Room and
Lounge of the Arts and Letters Club.
Time: Doors open 12:00 p.m. Silent auction
closing at 2:00 p.m. Live auction begins at
3:00 p.m.
Tickets: $20.00 if ordered in advance (by
calling 416 597 0223 ext 2) or $25.00 at the
door on Dec 1st (space permitting) (price
includes 2 glasses of wine and nibblies)
A limited number of signed reprints of Rudi
Stussi’s watercolour poster shown right may
be purchased for $45.00 by calling Barbara
Mitchell at 416 699 5582.
December 2007
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LOOKING BACK

J.W. Beatty, the club’s fourth
president, was a fine painter whose
work was widely admired. But he was,
most certainly, one of our most
temperamental members. Described
by Joan Murray as “truculent, abrasive,
bigoted and dogmatic,” he would ask
members who disagreed with him to
“step outside” for further discussion.
This defiant behavior all began at a
young age when he was expelled from
a Toronto school for leaving a dead
chicken on his teacher’s desk.
Beatty fought in the Riel Rebellion,
served for a time as a Toronto fireman,
studied in Paris at the turn of the
century—describing it as “the country
whose sunlight was no better than our
moonlight”—and returned to Toronto
in time to join the club as a charter
member in 1908. By the following
year he was recognized by journalist
M.O. Hammond, as “a fine but
reckless speaker…vigorous but often
unthinking.”
One day in June 1912, Hammond,
a fine photographer as well as a
respected reporter for The Globe,
arrived at the Studio Building at
Beatty’s request, to take some photos
of him. They agreed that, in return for
the photos, Hammond would be given
4
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one of Beatty’s sketches. But it took
more than three years for that to
happen.
In his journal entry of December
10, 1915, Hammond wrote that he
had visited the Studio Building that
day to see Beatty, and to get his “long
promised sketch in return for photos I
made of him. At mention of it,
[Beatty] again tried evasion, saying he
would be clearing and sorting his stuff
in two weeks and would phone me.
This was no better than his old
promises, so I persisted. I said I was
not hard to suit, and if he showed me
two or three, I would pick one. I said
my chances of getting in were few, and
I had now waited two or three years.
By now he was uncomfortable and was
wiping his neck with his kerchief.
Presently he went over to a sketch of
an autumn scene … and almost threw
it at me. It looked good, and rather
than miss it all, I quickly accepted his
offer. I had triumphed at last, but he
was sullen over it and would hardly get
me paper to cover it. I don’t care. I
have no remorse, for it just looked like
a clear attempt to do me out of it….
At the office Miss White & Lambert
raved over it, and it sure looks good by
itself.”
Beatty became known for his lyrical
landscapes and he was also a respected
teacher for many years at the Ontario
College of Art where two of his
paintings were on view—that is, until
this past January, when one of them
was stolen from a locked office.
“Winter Sunshine, Bellefountain” was
an oil on canvas that had been valued
at $25,000 in 2000. Were Beatty with
us today, it wouldn’t be difficult to
imagine his reaction.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Club’s first 100 years.
The Great Adventure—100 Years at
the Arts &Letters Club is now available
to purchase. Contact Naomi or Fiona at
the office 416 597 0223 ext 3.
Editor:
Copyeditor:

Angel Di Zhang
Naomi Hunter

MUSICAL NOTES
To celebrate our Centennial, the Music
Committee has prepared several special
musical events. Club Night December
10 should be one of the most popular.
It will be a repeat performance of the
1911 performance of Leopold Mozart’s
Toy Symphony. Past Club Presidents
will play the toys, John Jull will play
the piano and Ezra Schabas will
conduct. Come and judge the musical
skills of our esteemed Past Presidents.
NOT TO BE MISSED!
Another unusual event takes place at
Music Wednesday, December 5. Bill
Aide will play our wonderful Steinway
and will also provide a double launch:
Letters to a Musical Friend, 63 poems
by Bill, together with a CD of Brahms
intermezzi and the Beethoven sonata
#110; and Avowals, a new CD of 6
vocal works by John Beckwith.
The Music Committee wishes all the
members a very pleasant holiday season.
Jim Norcop

Nominations for
Officers and Board
A Nominations Committee under the
leadership of Malcolm McGrath will
be soliciting nominations for the
coming term. The Committee will
accept nominations starting in January
2008. There will be a notice in the
next LAMPSletter advising you of the
remainder of the Committee.
Positions will take effect at the Annual
General Meeting in June 2008.
Vacancies to be filled:
Vice-President
Vice-President, House
Six Members at Large—one to be
Recording Secretary.
Positions will be held for two years,
the Vice-President normally moves on
to be the President of the Club. Please
start to consider, if you would like to
get to know how the Club is run, and
have an impact on the decisions made
as we move into our second century.
Lorna Kelly, President

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Thanks to the jurors of the One
Hundred Years of Art Exhibition:
Katerina Atanassova, of the Varley
Gallery; Barbara Mitchell; and John
Snell. Thanks also to the members of
the Art Committee and the many
other members who helped out.
This show will be hung at the Club at the
end of January following the Members by
Members Show and continue on to
the Varley Gallery. It will include works
from the Club Collection, the Club
Archives, and the following members.
Congratulations to those whose work
was accepted into the show: Ron Bolt,
Wendy Boyd, Zora Buchanan, Ray
Cattell, Neville Clarke, David
Dawson, Lois Dierlam, Katherine
Dolgy Ludwig, Joan Dubros, Pat
Fairhead, Sandra Henderson, John
Joy, Peter G.S. Large, Anne LazareMirvish, Enid Rae Maclauchlan,
Farhad Nargol-O’Neill, Tina Newlove,
Marjut Nousiainen, Valda Ostreicher,
Doug Purdon, Dennis Rose, Elodie
Sandford, Gerry Sevier, Lucie Simons,
Sylvia Singer, John Snell, Andrew
Sookrah, Alan Stein, Arthur Steven,
Rudolf Stussi, Les Tibbles, Monika
Uesson-Talpak, Ed Yaghdjian.
The Silent Auction, consisting of over
70 donated works, was installed in the
Great Hall by a most competent crew
of experienced hangers under the
direction of Andrew Sookrah, who
also provided the bidding cards. Some
of the work that will be auctioned in
the Live Auction was hung in the
Lounge under the direction of Gord
Fulton. Bill Buchanan valiantly kept
up with the paperwork while paintings
were moved from one wall to another
and back again! Zora Buchanan and
Ken Flitton wrote the bid and name
cards and Fran Webster stuck them up
in all the right places. Barbara
Mitchell assigned the starting bids,
and fetchers and carriers included
Chris Chown, Alan and Joan Dubros,
Marvyne Jenoff, Margaret Ludwig,
Marjut Nousiainen, Dennis Rose,
and Sue Russell. Our professional

guest auctioneer, Heather Pigat,
checked over some of the donations
that she will auction off starting at 3
p.m. on December 1. And a good
time was had by all!

The Show Opening is on Monday,
January 7. For further information
contact Olja Muller at 416-489-2024,
oljamullerartist@total.net.
Marvyne Jenoff

Zora Buchanan

CALLS FOR ENTRY
Fine Art Auction

Donations for the live auction are
being accepted until 2:00 p.m. on
Friday, November 30.

The Second Annual Small
Works Show and Sale with
Authors and their Books

Maximum dimension of artworks, 50"
perimeter measurement including frame
or one cubic foot for sculptures.
Photographs and prints must be signed
and in a limited edition of fifty or fewer.
Members may submit up to 4 pieces.
DO NOT bring any artwork to the
Club for this show until FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 30. Jurying will take
place on Sunday, December 2 at 10 a.m.
Our guest juror will be well-known artist
and OCAD teacher Chinkok Tan.
Opening: December 3 Club Night,
featuring a performance of modern
jazz by the Darius Nargolwalla Trio.

The Open House and Sale will
take place on Saturday, December 8
from noon to 4 p.m. Open to the
public, the sale is being advertised
throughout the city and invitations will
be available on the piano to be sent to
clients and friends. Artworks can be
purchased and taken home
immediately. Artists who are present
when their works are sold will have the
opportunity to replace purchased works
with other works of a similar size.
Members by Members
Exhibition

Club artists may enter up to 3
paintings, drawings, photographs, or
sculptures of fellow members
completed within the past two years.
Works are to be delivered to the club
from 9–10 a.m. on Saturday, January 5,
2008. Jurying will commence at 10 a.m.
The jurors will be: Peter G.S. Large,
Julian Mulock, and Sylvia Singer.

OUTDOOR
SKETCHING
Nancy and Aubrey Russell welcomed a
dozen or so artists and other members
of the Club at their farm, Moylena, near
Palgrave, on October 13. Their home is
a mid-19th-Century log cabin with
many additions to make it comfortable
today. Out the back door (or is it the
front door?) is a very large barn divided
into many rooms to accommodate extra
guests and work areas. We were greeted
with enthusiasm and joy. Thanks to
both, Nancy and Aubrey.
The winter hiatus allows us time to
arrange the outings in April, May, and
June of 2008. We need to find a
destination for the one-day, outdoor,
pot-luck, sketching luncheons held
once a month on a Saturday. They are
usually held in the country around
Toronto but sometimes a city venue
will suit our needs. Please call Frances
Webster at 416-222-1929 if you have
a suggestion. We have great fun!
Frances Webster

The Barbados Project
The idea was that a group of A&L Artists
would go to Barbados to paint for 1 or 2
weeks and have an exhibition there at the
prestigious Lancaster House. Virginia
Trieloff and Andrew Sookrah are putting
the project on hold until next year.
Christmas Decorations in the Great
Hall will be installed on Sunday
afternoon, December 2nd.
A light lunch will be available for
volunteers, starting at 1:00 p.m.
Interested members are asked to
contact Mike Spence to confirm
attendance. Many hands make light
work, so please volunteer!
December 2007
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General Manager’s Report
We are most fortunate to have many members volunteer on
committees making the Club an exciting place to be. I sit in on a
number of these committees and it is quite remarkable to see the
level of commitment not to mention the camaraderie amongst
fellow members. Not all committees arrange events and activities.
The House Committee, for example, works behind the scenes to
ensure the Club’s day-to-day operations and facilities operate in a
fine tuned fashion. The House Committee is looking for volunteers
and welcomes your involvement. The management team is here to
support the ongoing objectives of all committees, so please do not
hesitate to use our resources. Many thanks to all volunteers!
On behalf of the staff, we wish you the very best for a happy
holiday season.
Fiona McKeown,
General Manager
P.S. Please note the changes to our reservations and cancellation
policy on the calendar page of this LAMPSletter. Where possible,
please make reservations in advance and notify us if you are unable
to attend an event.

Centenary Committee Report
The Centenary got off to a magnificent start with the launch of
Margaret McBurney’s The Great Adventure—100 Years at The
Arts and Letters Club on November 3rd, followed by the
McBurney Tribute Dinner that night. Many thanks to all!
Jeryn McKeown has announced that St. Anne’s Church, in
honour of its Centenary, will be holding on Saturday, May 3,
2008 an “Art, Architecture and Stained Glass” symposium. This
will be an all-day affair and Margaret McBurney will be a
featured speaker! Club members are encouraged to attend.
David Skene-Melvin reports that the Club’s Coat-of-Arms has
been received. It is a stunning piece of heraldry as well as of art! It
will be formally presented to the Club on Club Night, Monday,
March 31, 2008 by the Canadian Heraldic Authority. Many
thanks to David for this initiative!
Mary-Jane Large has reported that the Centenary Garden
Party will be at the home of Lucy Giles on Thursday, June 19,
2008. Welcome news indeed!
The Club has received from Pat MacMillan the Comfort cartoon
of Sir Ernest MacMillan conducting, signed by all Club members at
the time! A historic piece, to be formally presented to the Club at the
MacMillan-Comfort Club Night February 11, 2008.
The Literature Committee has now confirmed three Club
Nights, one honouring Poet E.J. Pratt, the second honouring
Barbeau and the third a talk by Professor Kim Michosin on the
future of teaching literature.
The Theatre Committee reports that Ruth Morawetz’s proposal
for an abridged version of Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town is being
scheduled for LAMPSweek 2008! Clearly, the Club is on a roll!
John Lawson, Chair, Centenary Committee
6
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Artwork Credits
Page 1: President’s drawing by Sevier
Page 1: Club Masthead designed by Ray Cattell
Page 1: Boar’s Head ad image by Gerry Sevier
Page 3: Southampton photograph courtesy Bill
Buchanan
Page 3: Art auction image by Rudolf Stussi
Page 4: Looking Back Illustration courtesy the Club
archives
Page 6: New year’s Eve ad image by Gary Stark
Page 7: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Club Nights

Writers Table

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $18.50, payable at the door

NANCY SCHAEFER

Monday, December 3

SMALL WORKS SHOW OPENING

featuring a performance of modern jazz
by the Darius Nargolwalla Trio
Monday, December 10

LEOPOLD MOZART’S TOY SYMPHONY

Past Club Presidents playing the toys
John Jull, piano
Ezra Schabas, conductor
A special event for our 100th anniversary. Performers will all
be past-presidents playing a toy trumpet, tambourine,
cuckoo, rattle and similar important musical instruments.
The undersigned past-president will conduct the group—
Peter Hart, Julian Mulock, Don Pounsett, Margaret
McBurney, John McKellar, Lyman Henderson, Ernest
Sirluck, Michael Spence, and Pat Hume. John Jull will be at
the piano.
The Toy Symphony was done previously at the Club in 1927,
and still earlier in 1911. Critical response was all one could
wish for. The present group will rehearse strenuously for this
important event, and the Club may well look upon it once
again as an artistic highpoint in the Club’s history.
Monday December 17

CAROLS WITH CAROL

Ruth Morawetz will play carols,
bookending the telling of a story by Carol McGirr.

Photography Group
The next meeting of the Photography Group will be on
Wednesday, December 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Please communicate with Gord Fulton for details
416 594 9009 or gordon.fulton@sympatico.ca

Ad Lib
Ad Lib opens at 6 p.m.
JOTO returns
Friday December 14
at 7:00 p.m.
Stay tuned for further
updates or visit

Friday December 7

will be speaking on her book Good Work! Get a Great Job or be
your Own Boss. Nancy is the President of YES (Youth
Employment Services), a non-profit organization that has
helped over 60,000 youth to successfully enter the workforce
or start a business. Nancy has been a tireless advocate for youth
employment and entrepreneurship for more than 16 years and
appears frequently in the media to remind the public of the
important role young people play in our workplace. Please join
us for what will be an informative and interesting speaker!
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon Music from 1:00 p.m.
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, December 5
WILLIAM AIDE, piano
Including two launches:

Letters to a Musical Friend

63 poems by William Aide, plus CD

AVOWALS

A CD of 6 new vocal works by John Beckwith
Wednesday, December 12
ROGER YUEN, piano
A treasure trove of Russian masterpieces!

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet in the LAMPSroom on
Tuesday, December 11 at 3:00 p.m.
For further information, please contact
Margo Hunt (416) 925-8922

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Price $15.00. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday December 4 PROF. JANE FREEMAN
“Portraits of Shakespeare: Will the real Will Shakespeare
please Wink.” (Illustrated)
Tuesday December 11 PROF. RICHARD GREENE
“Over the Border: the Letters of Graham Greene”
Tuesday December 18

http://artsandlettersclub.ca/adLib.html

PROF. EMERITUS FRED FLAHIFF

“Jane Austen and the Matter of St. Nicholas”
December 2007
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December 2007
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

FINE ART
AUCTION
Doors open at
noon
Silent auction
closes 2 p.m.
Live auction
begins 3 p.m.

2
Painters
Art Hanging
Christmas
Decorating

9
Painters

16

3

4

5

Membership
Literary Cttee
Cttee 5:15 p.m. Mtg
Literary Table
Club Night
Lunch 12:00
Dinner
noon
6:30 p.m.
Art Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.

10
Members by
Members Studio
Painting
3 p.m.–6 p.m.
Executive Mtg
5:15 p,.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

17
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Painters
Studio
Music Cttee
Mtg 10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon

6
LAMPS lunch
Reservations
12–1:00 p.m.

7
Painters
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Ad Lib
6:00 p.m.
–10:00 p.m.

8
2nd ANNUAL
SALE of
SMALLWORKS
and BOOKS
by Club
Authors
Noon–4 p.m.

15
14
13
12
Painters
LAMPS
lunch
Painters
Literary Table
Reservations
TGIF Lunch
Lunch
Studio
12–1:00 p.m.
12 noon
12:00 noon
BOARS HEAD
Music
Ad Lib 6:00 p.m.
Poetry Group
Wednesday DINNER
–10:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. Cash Bar
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Dinner
12 noon
LAMPSletter

11

Deadline

18

20

19

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

Painters Studio
and Music
Wednesday
resume in
January
Photography
Gp 6:00 p.m.

Centenary Mtg
4:00 p.m.

MEMBERS
CHRISTMAS
BUFFET LUNCH
12 noon
House Cttee
Mtg 1:30 p.m.

21
Painters resumes in
January
MEMBERS
CHRISTMAS BUFFET
LUNCH 12 noon
Ad Lib resumes in
January
LAMPSletter
Stuffing

22
Club Closed

25
24
23
28
29
27
26
CHRISTMAS
DAY
Club Closed Club Closed MERRY CHRISTMAS! Club Closed Club Closed Club Closed Club Closed
Club Closed

1
31
30
NEW YEARS DAY
NEW
YEARS
GALA
Club Closed at the CLUB
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Club Closed

2
Music Wednesday
resumes on January 9
Club re-opens

Next Issue Deadline:
Friday, December 14, 2007 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions are to be in LAMPSletter mailbox or (same
deadline) via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).

Please Note The Following Contact Information
E-mail to the attention of the editor, Angel Di Zhang
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Postal mail or telephone to the attention of Naomi Hunter
Telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 3
The LAMPSletter is also available each month on our web
site www.artsandlettersclub.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reserve with Naomi, 416-597-0223, Ext. 2. (voicemail)
Advance reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment!
Reservations are required for all events with meals except for TGIF lunch.
Reservations for Special Events and Members’ Dinners are accepted
on payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation.
Club Night, Lit Lunch, Music Table, Film Night and TGIF lunch are
payable at the door or bar.
Members’ Dinners may be cancelled without charge up to 24 hours
before the event.
Cancellations for Special Events are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.
Cancellations for Lit Lunch and Music Table are accepted by 10 a.m.
the same day, cancellations for Club Night are accepted by 2 p.m. the
same day. Full charges will apply if cancellation is not received.

