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Presidents Remarks
Members have been able to
attend many interesting Club
events since September, and it
certainly looks as if this plethora
of goodies is to continue into
next year. The first Club Night
in December spotlighted the
work of the Club's Archives
Committee led by Club archivist
Scott James. He showed
examples of the work done
on the Arthur Listner DVD,
which was made possible by
the generosity of Johanna
Sedlmayer-Katz and the continuing work of the Thomas
Fisher Rare Book Library in digitizing the Club's early
Scrapbooks.
The Activities Committee, the co-ordinating committee
for all events (under its Chair, Cherry Carnon, and with
David Skene-Melvin as its Secretary), has our thanks. It
also has a new Terms of Reference, the word-smithing of Bill
Whiteacre being a vital component.
The accessibility of nearly all these functions to guests
has increased awareness of the Club and resulted in new
members being proposed.
With its outstanding food, singing and company, the
Boar's Head Dinner highlighted the start of the Christmas
season in a beautifully decorated Great Hall. At this time
of year we realize that as members we have many things to
be thankful for, particularly the generosity of our present
and past members. We have only to look at and around the
building: there are two magnificent grand pianos, a stateof-the-art lighting and sound system, lots of wonderful art,
an interesting library and our new Total Access Project. The
largely unseen and unsung things need to be recognized
as well: the continuing maintenance of our home, 14 Elm
Street, and the Club Archives (as exemplified by remarks
that opened this column); and the many hours donated by
members. These are all part of the wealth of this Club.
On behalf of the Club I thank our staff who serve our
many and varied needs throughout the year.
Finally I wish everyone a great holiday season!
Peter Hart
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Join us for the

BURNS SUPPER
Thursday, January 27, 2005
Cost is $55 for a classic Scottish dinner
including Haggis, neeps and tatties,
with Scotch to sweeten the palate,
wines with dinner, and Drambuie to finish it off.
Cash bar opens at 6:00 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for toasts, songs and stories,
hosted by Malcolm Sinclair and David McKane
Reg Wallace and Lorna Kelly.
Seating is limited; reservations are essential.
After the New Year, reservations for
members and only one guest
until Monday, January 10, 2005.
After this date, members may reserve for
additional guests
until our seating limit is achieved.

Members' News
The Third Annual Conference and
Competition in Fine Art Portraiture
was held at Jackman Hall, from
December 9 to 12, together with the
International Portrait Artists Festival.
They were organized by Veronica
Tysglan. President Peter Hart was the
opening speaker, giving an illustrated
talk on the Presidential Portraits
Collection of the Arts and Letters
Club. Margaret Florence Ludwig's oil
portrait Langley was one of the selected
finalists for the 2004 Competition.
The Society of Canadian Artists has
accepted three new members this
year who are members of the Arts
and Letters Club: Andrew Sookrah,
Sandra Henderson and John Day.
Reg and Ann Wallace attended
the Pierre Berton Award Dinner at
Historic Fort York on November 25.
Established by Canada's National
History Society, this award is given
annually for distinguished achievement
in popularizing Canadian history.
The Canadian Society for Civil
Engineering won the award two years
ago. Unfortunately Pierre Berton
could not attend the dinner as he was
in hospital; he died five days later.
Reg is currently Chair of the History
Committee of CSCE. Peter Hart,
author of A Civil Society, is also a
member of the History Committee.
Philip Mathias has recently published
a non-fiction book entitled The Perfect
Prayer: Search for the Kingdom in the
Lord's Prayer.
Painter, printmaker and poet Barbara
Elizabeth Mercer has been invited
to exhibit three prints in the Fourth
Annual Lessedra World Art Print
Exhibition, Sofia, Bulgaria, on June
25, 2005. There will be a catalogue.
Professor Donald Wright is writing a
biography of the University of Toronto
historian Donald Grant Creighton,
1902-1979. Professor Creighton was
a member of the Arts and Letters
Club from 1970 to 1979. If you knew
Professor Creighton and would like to

talk with Donald Wright, he can be
reached at the Department of History,
Brock University, St. Catharines, ON
L2S 3A1; 905-688-5550, ext. 4231;
dwright@brocku.ca. Donald Wright's
research is supported by the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada, and has passed an
ethics review by the Brock University
Ethics Review Committee.
Just published as part of the
Dictionary of Literary Biography
series is Bram Stokers Dracula: A
Documentary Volume by one of our
new members, Elizabeth Miller.
Alan Stein's watercolour work has
been accepted into Open Water 2004y
the 79th Annual Open Juried Exhibit
of the Canadian Society of Painters
in Water Colour, which opens on
December 4, 2:00-5:00 p.m., at the
Etobicoke Civic Centre Art Gallery
and continues to January 27. Alan's
wood engraving Endymion has been
accepted into the exhibition Evolution:
A Crossborder Juried Print Exhibition
and Reading sponsored by the Windsor
Printmakers Forum continuing to
January 7, 2005.

from the Royal Conservatory. As a
professional singer she has been a
church soloist for 35 years, during
which time she was also a member
of the Festival Singers under Elmer
Isler. She wrote a curriculum vitae
for us, in alphabetical order, which
included such items as accompanist
(piano), actress (television, stage,
film), bookstore (owner), composer
(children's musicals), conductor
(adults and children), editor, librarian,
writer—to name but a few. Hopefully
she will continue to find expression
for many of her interests through the
Club. Sponsored by Lucie Simons
and Arthur Steven.
Helen Dunlop has been involved
in theatre for many years. She was
Assistant Superintendent for Dramatic
Arts, Ontario Ministry of Education;
founder of the Council of Drama in
Education; as well as being an actress
and teaching theatre arts. She has also
directed and been Past President of
University Alumnae Dramatic Club.
Helen is looking forward to associating
with others involved in arts activities
and hopes to be able to make a
"contribution to theatre productions"
as well as attend music and art events.
Sponsored by John Illingworth and
Martin Hunter.

The Club library has received
a collection of Jim Stewart's
publications, courtesy of Dr. Stewart,
including Managingfor World Class
Safety and The County Decoys^ his book Brenda McCrank studied at Ontario
College of Art, University of Ottawa
on carved wooden waterfowl decoys.
and Sheridan College, and has been a
Sir Frederick Banting, Club member
drawing professor at Sheridan. She has
from 1925 to 1941 and co-discoverer
also studied short-story writing at the
of insulin, was recently ranked fourth
Humber School of Creative Writing
in the CBC's highly publicized
with Margaret Atwood and Graham
television show, The Greatest
Hobson, has published in several
Canadian. Banting's birthplace
literary journals and participated
in Alliston was bequeathed to the
in a variety of poetry group shows.
Ontario Historical Society in 1999.
At the Club she hopes to continue
Members interested in the preservation
with the Painters and become active
of the Banting homestead may find
in the Writers* Group as well as in
additional information at www.
other Arts and Letters Club activities.
discoveryofinsulin. com.
Brenda tells us she is also interested
in miniature painting, ceramics and
3D sculpture. Proposed by Andrew
New Members
Sookrah and Bobbi Wagner.
Phyllis Cooper has an Honours
B.A. from the University of Toronto,
as well as an A.R.T.C. in voice

Deborah Meldazy is an entertainment
lawyer and writer who studied law at
continued on page 3

New Members
continuedfrom page 2

Osgoode, visual arts at the University
of Western Ontario, and writing at
Humber School for Writers. In 1992
she received a Canada Council Grant
for the writing of a collection of short
stories. She also lists several other
writing projects, including art reviews
and a work entitled "The Relationship
Between the Artist and His Dealer."
Deborah continues to have a special
interest in the visual arts and in novel
and short-story writing. She also has a
love of the Arctic, which she explored
by plane, canoe and kayak while she
was acting as Chief Legislative Council
for the Northwest Territories. Proposed
by Andrew Sookrah and Sandra
Henderson.
Claudine Pope says she is a writer,
painter and cook. She has an M.A.
in English from the University of
Toronto and two years' experience at
Brussels College of Art. She has written
book reviews for Canadian Children's
Literature at the University of Guelph.
Claudine continues to be interested in
poetry and both French and English
literature. Since she was educated during
the war years in Belgium and then
France, at convent schools, she considers
herself to be "an expert in convents."
Claudine wishes to join the members
"who meet to sketch and paint" but also
others "whose field is literature, history,
music, etc." Proposed by Margaret
Ludwig and Jocelyn Shaw.

Obituaries
Edward Emslie Stewart
Known to many as Ed, Edward Emslie
Stewart passed away on September 25
at age 74. Mr. Stewart spent his life as
an able and dedicated public servant,
serving in many positions ranging
from Deputy Education Minister to
the highest rank in Ontario public
service, Secretary of the Cabinet. After
leaving public service, Mr. Stewart
became Executive Vice-President of
Labatt Canada. He was appointed

an Officer of the Order of Canada in
1991. Ed was candid with good advice
and possessed a great sense of personal
loyalty, not only to his family and
friends but also to his ideals.

Margaret Ann (Dixie)
Jewison
The Arts and Letters Club regrets
to announce the death of Dixie
Jewison, wife of former Club member,
filmmaker Norman Jewison, on Friday,
November 26. The Toronto funeral
has already been held, and a memorial
service is planned to take place in Los
Angeles at a later date. A donation
is being made on behalf of the Club
membership to the Spinal Cord Society
as per the family's wishes. Memorial
donations may also be made to the
Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation.

National Arts Club
I'd like to pay sincere tribute to
our affiliate club in New York, the
National Arts Club.
I spent three days in New York
recently, mainly to visit the new
Museum of Modern Art (which
is fabulous). On my last evening I
stumbled on a street curb and fell
heavily, cutting my face and breaking
my glasses. The helpful folks who
assisted me suggested I should go to
a hospital, but since I was only two
short blocks away from the National
Arts Club where I was staying, I
sought assistance there.
I was immediately administered to
by several members and staff. They
dressed the cut from a first aid kit, put
my glasses together temporarily with
Crazy Glue, and even gave me a pair
of abandoned glasses to use if mine fell
apart again. I cannot speak too highly
of the friendly, concerned and effective
treatment I received.
I believe that we would act in like
manner at our own Arts and Letters,
but I can certainly attest that good
fellowship is alive and well at the
National Arts Club.
Ken Purvis

Many members have expressed their
delight at the splendid decorations in
the Great Hall and Lounge over the
Christmas holidays. This years "Santas
Elves" who created the magic, under the
guidance of Michael Spence and David
Skene-Melvin were David Briant,
Ted Brock, Zora Buchanan, Jim
Dooley, Peter Hart, Ken Judd, Chris
Juraynski, and John Weatherseed.
Chris Nanos was represented by a
colleague, Andrew Landen. Many thanks
to this energetic group for their collective
enthusiasm and hands-on work.

With effect from
January 3,2005:
1. The TGIF lunch, a hot and cold
buffet, will cost $13.50 including
taxes.
2. The increased prices of the following
drinks (taxes included) are:
• House wine (6 oz/180 ml glass): $5.50
• Premium wine (6 oz/180 ml glass):
$6.50
• Domestic draft beer (1 pint/500 ml
glass): $6.00
• Domestic bottled beer (341 ml):
$5.00
• Premium bottled beer (500 ml): $6.50
• Imported bottled beer (c. 330 ml):
$5.50
• Imported canned beer (440 ml): $6.50
Free sandwiches on Tuesday nights
are discontinued.

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Page 1: Robert Burns' image courtesy
of Lorna Kelly
Page 4: Looking Back photo of
Cleeve Home, Arnold
Mason, Alec Panton and
James Ward from Club
Archives
Page 7: Photo of Paul Duval courtesy
of Paul Duval
Page 7: Photo of Joseph Rouleau by
Ronald Maisonneuve
Page 7: Cartoon by Brian Gable
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LOOKING BACK
Half the fun in researching Club history is uncovering
legends, stories that rarely appear in the minutes. Life
Member Jim Hubbard told me recently of a Boar's Head
held in the late 1930s at which, according to Jim's father,
"one of our members had participated well (if not wisely) in
the spirits of the evening. He was unable to navigate his way
home. So three kindly friends called a cab and undertook
his safe delivery. All went well until they reached the house
and recalled that this fellow's formidable wife, known
as The Dragon, was likely at home. No one, under the
circumstances, was keen on encountering her. The celebrant
could not be left on the doorstep because it was, after all,
December. They searched his pockets, found a house key
and went inside, quietly. The next problem was where to
park the object of their attention. Neither the floor nor the
stairs seemed suitable, and they certainly had no intention of
putting him in bed. Their solution? They propped him up
facing the newel post at the foot of the stairs and buttoned
his heavy winter coat around the post." There he was left, and
there the story ends. The Dragon failed to appear, although
it's difficult to imagine that she was not hovering at the top of
the stairs while all this commotion was going on below.
There's no reason to assume that Boar's Head dinners were
ever completely alcohol free. In 1912, M.O. Hammond
mentioned in his journals that at our third Boar's Head, President
J.W Beatty was disappointing because of his poor delivery and
incomplete sentences. Then, in 1921, when prohibition had been
in force for four years, Hammond (who that year was standing in
for the President, Vincent Massey) reminded members that the
Boars Head was "one of greatest events in our club life.. .where
fellowship abounds and club spirit is trotted out. (Here Gus
Bridle held up a whiskey flask as the (Espirit)."
Today, Life Member Roly Pincoe recalls with affection the
fifty or so Boar's Head events he attended—most of which he
organized. Roly had been instructed to change nothing from
those first memorable dinners, and he followed instructions to
the letter. The drink of choice was the manhattan, served from
an elegant silver bowl, a gift from George McMurtrie and PastPresident George PepaE in 1944. The bowl, filled to the brim,
would be held aloft by the president as he led a procession of
happy celebrants. This year, the manhattans arrived just minutes
before dinner was served—no doubt a well-planned manoeuvre.
In his memoir, Both Sides of the Street^ Floyd Chalmers,
Chairman of the Maclean Hunter publishing empire, claimed
apologetically that he was a "Boar's Head member"—a
pejorative term meaning someone who "sponged on the joys
of the club" but rarely participated. We don't use that term
today because most of us are active participants. And the
Boar's Head—this year's was our 94th—is as popular as ever.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the Clubs first 100 years. A
comprehensive history of the Club will be published in 2008 to
celebrate our centenary.
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1953 Boars Head. Left to right: Cleeve Home, Vice-President;
Arnold Mason, President, St. Georges Society; Alec, Panton, President,
A&LC; James Ward, Hon. Chaplain.

Whisky with Robbie Burns
Single Malt Whiskies from the six top rated distilleries in
Scotland will be nosed and tasted under the expert guidance
of our own Bill Whiteacre in the LAMPSroom.
Thursday, January 27, 2005 at 5:15 p.m. SHARP. Price: $20
Admission restricted to the first 24 to book with Naomi.
Please book and pay for your Burns supper separately.
Attention! Attention! Ladies and Gentlemen.. .First Word
presents Vaudeville!
Mark down March 18 and 19, 2005, in your calendars!
We are looking for actors, singers, storytellers, daredevils,
clowns, dancers, sketch acts, musicians, burlesque acts,
collectors of film and radio bit, acrobats, magicians,
comedians, artists and novelty acts (as well as visual artists,
photographers, filmmakers and entrepreneurs) to participate
in this fabulous homage event.
Please contact Anna Withrow at 416-516-2174 or
flozer@sympatico.ca for more information or to sign up for
auditions late this fall. Come and strut your stuff!
Think Spring and it will arrive with all its warmth and
colour. And so will that memorable and long-running
theatrical event, the annual Spring Show, which takes place at
the end of April.
But it needs people who want to perform to step forward
and be counted—especially all new members. To kick things
off, a meeting is planned for Tuesday, January 11, 2005, at
7:00 p.m. Mark well your diary, plan to be there and join in
the fun of creating a stage show.
For more information, write to Johnjackrammell@aol.com.

LAMPSweek 2005

VISUAL ARTS NEWS

Monday through Saturday, February 21 to 26

Thanks go to the artists who took time out to submit
colourful works for the Shadow Boxes. Thanks go also to the
buyers. And special thanks go to Dennis Rose, in charge of
hanging the show.
Our Theatre Group presented a variety of "Me and My
Shadow" pieces at the opening, with Ruth Morawetz at the
piano. Thanks to all who participated.

Monday

MUSIC

Dinner

THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE,
led by ROBIN ENGELMAN of NEXUS,
twelve or more percussionists who are all students of the
University of Toronto Faculty of Music.

Tuesday LITERATURE Luncheon
THE HONOURABLE JAMES K. BARTLEMAN
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF ONTARIO
will be the guest speaker at the
Literary Table Luncheon on February 22.
He is the author of Out ofMuskoka and
On Six Continents—Life in Canada's Foreign Service

1966-2002.

Wednesday ARCHITECTURE Luncheon
The new Terrence Donnelly Centre for Cellular and
Biomedical Research at the University of Toronto will be
presented by ADRIAN DICASTRI
of ArchitectsAlliance who collaborated on the building with
Behnisch and Behnisch of Stuttgart, Germany.

Thursday

PAINTING

Luncheon

Our guest speaker will be JOHN RYERSON,
Curator of the Varley Art Gallery of Markham.
Mr. Ryerson was Chief Operating Officer at
The McMichael Canadian Collection for 16 years.

STAGE

Dinner

It's De-lightful, it's De-Lovely and it's coming to
the Club for two evenings:
Friday, February 25, and Saturday, February 26.
COLE PORTER TONIGHT winds up LAMPSweek
with a festivity of music you know and love and perhaps
some songs that are new to you.
Six Club members, under the musical direction of
Ruth Morawetz, guarantee you an entertaining evening
of pleasure and fun.
Mark it on your calendars now, as it is a guaranteed sell-out.

Luncheons $13>50
Dinners $16.50
Reservations for member and one guest
will be accepted until February 1,
after which additional guest reservations
will be accepted.
Reservations are essential
Call reservations9 voice mail at
416-597-0223, ext. 2.

Visual Art Events:
December 13,2004-January 10, 2005
Wednesday-Friday-Sunday Painters Show on now.
January 10-February 14, 2005
Drawing and Print Show
Please bring in your recent works (within last 2 years; limit 3 per
artist) on Saturday, January 8 by 9;30 a*m. ready for jurying.
Jurors: Julian Mulock, Margaret Ludwig, Alan Stein.
NOTE: Our special guest speaker will be Paul Duval,
Honorary Member.
Mr. Duval was art editor for Saturday Night for 21 years
and is author of more than 20 books. His latest book, on
his friend Lawren Harris, is soon to be published. "Strictly
Personal" is the title of his presentation on January 10.

February 14-March 14# 2005
En PleinAir Show coming up! Open Media
Opening night: We will celebrate Valentine's Day together on
Club Night, February 14, 2005!
Artists to bring works in by 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, February
12, ready for jurying.
NOTE TO ALL VISUAL ARTISTS: WE WOULD LIKE
TO HEAR FROM YOU regarding your ideas for upcoming
shows! New members, we welcome you to join us.
Marjut Nousiainen, Chair, Art Committee 905-889-2902
Poetry shared at the opening of the Art Committee's Small
Works Show:
Poet: Margo Hunt
Inspired by artwork: The Millennium Stove by Barbara Mercer
There it stands,
Old-Fashioned Kitchen Stove,
Solidly, green and black...
Sturdy, sculpted, certain-legs,
Strong, in stalwart repose.
Truth to tell, though,
Very stove is such a "gentle" thing,
Though iron-looking box.
Born of some quiet "thought"
Whispered to man by higher Power
Caring, providing...
Oh, do let's sit down!
Let's dine...
Truly, t'will be
"DIVINE"!

The Outdoor Sketching Group and any interested Club
members have graciously been invited by Jocelyn Shaw to
tour and sketch in Campbell House at Queen and University
Avenues. Campbell House, a fine example of Georgian style,
has the distinction of being one of Toronto's oldest brick
structures. It was built in 1822 by Sir William Campbell who
was Chief Justice of Upper Canada between 1825 and 1829.
Mark your calendar for January 29. Details will be on the
bar piano during January. If you plan to attend, please call
Gwen Jones at 416-698-6025.

Musical Notes
There were only two concerts in December, but they were
rousing. Roger Yuen gave our Steinway a real workout
with his all-Brahms programme, and the "bravos" are
still resounding for Peter McGillivray and Liz Upchurch's
performance of Schumann's "Dichterliebe."

WHAT'S ON IN JANUARY
Writers'Table
Friday, January 7
Ray Argyle will be speaking on
"TURNING POINTS IN CANADIAN HISTORY"
No reservations required. Friday buffet lunch.
Inquiries to be directed to Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Playreading Group
The Club's Playreading Group will meet on
Wednesday, January 19, at 7:00 p.m.

Literary Tables

The group has met each month since September
and has enjoyed reading plays in progress:
Ed Hill's A Confidential Murder and
Flora Danziger's Pianissimo,
both of which we hope will get a fully staged production in
the future. Both writers found it valuable to hear their works
read aloud, and the group would like to receive works from
other Club members (plays, radio or film scripts) that their
authors would like to listen to before or after publishing.

Tuesday, January 4
WILLIAM WHITLA
"The Albert Memorial and Imperialism"

All interested Club members are invited to take part.
Contact member is Kay Montgomery,
416-703-4132 or KMontague88@aol.com.

Tuesday, January 11
KAREN VALIHORA
"Hollywood Small Towns and the Myth of the Golden Age"

Music Tables

WHAT'S ON IN JANUARY

Tuesday, January 18
BRUCE POWE
"The Metaphysics of Media"
Tuesday, January 25
MARCIA BLUMBERG
"Tennessee Williams' The Glass Menagerie: Then and Now"*
*[CanStage ticket information: for individuals at group
prices, quote "Blumberg group"
to Carol Gibson at 416-367-8243, extension 240.]
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail).

Wednesday, January 12
THIRD ANNUAL
DR. KENNETH PRATT
MEMORIAL RECITAL
Sharon Lee plays the Pratt viola bequeathed to the Club
by the late esteemed Dr. Kenneth Pratt.
Wednesday, January 19
YOUNG ARTISTS CONCERT
Three singers from Aldeburgh Connection with
Stephen Rails and Bruce Ubukata, piano
Wednesday, January 26
IAIN SCOTT on SIEGFRIED
Member Scott prepares us for the
Canadian Opera Company performance.

Poetry Group

Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp. Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.

The Poetry Group will meet on

Price $13.50, payable at the bar.
Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Tuesday, January 11, at 4:00 p.m.
in the Library.
For further information,
please contact
Margo Hunt, 416-925-8922.

Editors: Angel Di Zhang, Mary Nersessian
Copy Editor: Angela Wingfield

WHAT'S ON IN JANUARY
Club Nights
Monday, January 10
Monday,
We are pleased that Paul
January 31
Duval, Honorary Member,
GLOBE
artist and art critic, will be
AND MAIL
our guest speaker for the
CARTOONIST
opening of our Drawing
BRIAN GABLE
and Print Show. He was art
Meet cartoonist
editor for Saturday Night
Brian Gable.
for 21 years, art critic for
"The cartoonist
Toronto Telegram, and art
works with
advisor to many major
metaphor,
private collectors including
insinuation
Lord Beaverbrookand
and suggestion
Helena Rubinstein. Mr.
to crystallize events,"says the artist. But their main tool
Duval is author of film
is exaggeration. The expectation on the cartoonist to
documentaries, and his books number twenty, including
exaggerate and be funny, coupled with the daily forum and
High Realism in Canada, The Tangled Garden and Canadian freedom on the editorial page, is an explosive combination.
Watercolour Painting. His latest book, on his friend Lawren
It is no surprise that a single drawing can evoke sincere and
Harris, is soon to be published.
extreme responses—laughter or rage. Canada's full-time
editorial cartoonists (there are about 35 of them) are given the
Monday, January 17
license to entertain, embellish and exaggerate. Cartoonists
We are pleased to
enjoy freedom of expression and near immunity from
welcome a Canadian
prosecution unparalleled on a newspaper's staff."The cartoon
operatic legend, bass
often crystallizes the events of the day for the reader," says
Joseph Rouleau, one of
Warren Clements, assistant editor of The Globe and Mail.
Canada's greatest and
"Instead of wading through paragraph after paragraph,
most highly esteemed
the cartoonist gives the reader a quick, short hit on the
singers. He will be in
cartoonist's view of a certain issue."
discussion with his friend
Club Nights: Bar opens 5:30; Dinner at 6:30
and opera aficionado,
$16.50 payable at the door.
Peter Hunt. Mr. Rouleau
Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail).
was recently seen in Opera
Ontario's production of
La Boheme as the bumbling Benoit and the distinguished
Alcindoro. His extraordinary career has taken him from
his native Quebec to the world's finest stages, including
the Met, Covent Garden and Paris Opera. With a repertoire
Friday, January 21
that encompasses the bass canon, Mr. Rouleau has sung
More strange and incredible than any work of fiction:
under the most eminent conductors including Beecham,
THE DONNER PARTY
Solti, Stravinsky, Serafin, Barbirolli and many others. Mr.
A documentary by Ric Burns
Rouleau was awarded the Order of Canada in 1977. We
Rescheduled from cancelled January film night
are honoured that he joins us here in midst of a busy
This haunting film tells the story of the ill-fated party of
retirement, taking time off as the President of Jeunesses
pioneers and their doomed attempt to get to California in
Musicales du Canada based in Montreal.
1846.Through evocative landscape, archival photography
and
the use of simple narration, Ric Burns brings together this
Monday, January 24
true
tale of heroism, greed, murder and human endurance.
WALTER BUCZYNSKI and LORNA MACDONALD
The
grueling
journey of the Donner Party reminded the world
New member Walter Buczynski, composer and pianist, is
that,
for
all
the
excitement and romance the American Dream
one of Canada's most esteemed musicians. Last year, he
held,
it
also
contained
as many nightmares. It is one of the
retired from the Faculty of Music, University of Toronto,
most
compelling
episodes
to come out of the West, and one
after 30 years of teaching and has resumed his concert
of
the
most
powerful
documentaries you will see.
career. He joins with popular soprano Lorna MacDonald in

Film Night with Brad Darch

a programme of Handel, Arne, Finzi, Gershwin, Porter and
Buczynski. Lorna is head of Voice Studies at the University
and holds the Lois Marshall Chair in Voice Studies.

Bar 5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m. Screening 7:30 p.m.
Price: dinner $16.50; screening free
Reservations required at 416-597-0223, ext. 2.

January 2005
Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

Friday

Saturday
1
Club
closed

2
Club
closed

3

4
Literary Committee,
11:00 a.m.
Literary Table, 12:00
noon
Screen Writers,
6:00 p.m.
Photography,
6:00 p.m., Library

Membership
Committee
Meeting,
5:00 p.m.
Art Committee
Meeting, 5:15 p.m.

9
Painters,
Studio

16
Painters,
Studio

10
Gelber Group,
11:30 a.m.
Club Night,
6:00 p.m.
Opening night
for drawing and
print show

17

11
Literary Table,
12:00 noon
Finance Cttee, 3:00 p.m.
Activities Cttee,
5:30 p.m.
Poetry Group, 4:00 p.m.
Singers, 5:00 p.m., Studio
Spring Show meeting,
7:00 p.m.

18
Literary Table,
12:00 noon
Singers, 5:00
p.m., Studio
Theatre Cttee
meeting,
7:00 p.m.

Executive
Committee
Meeting,
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
6:00 p.m.

23
Painters,
Studio

24
Club Night,
6:00 p.m.

30
Painters,
Studio

31
Club Night,
6:00 p.m.

25
Literary Table,
12:00 noon
Singers,
5:00 p.m.,
Studio

Next Issue Deadline:
January 14,2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date are clearly
marked on all submissions.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to one of our new editors:
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

5

6

12

13

Music
Committee
meeting,
10:45 a.m.

14

8
Art
Hanging
Christmas
decor
down
15

LAMPSIetter
submission
deadline
TGIF Lunch,
12:00 noon

Music Table,
12:00 noon
Painters, Studio

19

7
TGIF Lunch
Writers Table,
12:00 noon
Painters,
Studio

Music
Committee,
11:00 a.m.
Music Table,
12:00 noon
Painters, Studio

Painters, Studio

20

21
TGIF Lunch,
12:00 noon

Music Table, 12:00
noon
Painters, Studio
Communications
Committee,
5:15 p.m.
Piayreading
Group, 7:00 p.m.

LAMPSIetter

stuffing
Painters, Studio
Film Night with
Brad Darch,
6:00 p.m.

27
26
Music Table, Scotch Nosing
and Tasting,
12:00 noon
5:15 p.m.,
LAMPS Room
Painters,
Robert Burns
Studio
Supper,
7:00 p.m.

28
TGIF Lunch,
12:00 noon
Painters,
Studio

22
Executive
Committee
Meeting, all
day

29
Outdoor
Sketching
Group tour
of Campbell
House

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event Sorry charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: www.interlog.com/-artslets/
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President's Remarks
The best surprise Christmas present
the Club could have received was a
Trillium Foundation grant towards the
Total Access Project. We must thank
Bill Buchanan for his hard work in
preparing the Club s submission to
that Foundation when there was only a
small chance of receiving a grant. It
pays to think positively, and he did!
Jean Crawford was the member
whose advice on and interest in that
fundraiser are hereby gratefully
acknowledged. A full accounting will
appear in a future LAMPSletter.
With Clifford Holland's rendering of an abridged version of
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens at the Monday Club
Night and the two Christmas lunches that followed, the Club's
Christmas events gave those attending members a good start to
the holiday season.
Our Chef, Sebastien Milot, left for a Christmas family visit in
New Brunswick, the first that he was able to take in many years,
only to return to cook up a storm for the excellent New Year's
Eve Party, organized by Plum Johnston and M C Barbara Effer.
The LAMPSweek promises many interesting and varied
events. The highlight will be the attendance of this Provinces
Lieutenant-Governor, His Honour the Honourable James
Bartleman, to address the lunch sponsored by the Literary
Committee, thanks to the persistence of their Chair, Carol
McGirr. All the events require reservations, the earlier the better.
The Club is fortunate in having many members who,
through their friendships and contacts, can and do suggest
interesting functions to the Activities Committee.
The Executive Committee gives the official Club blessing for all
functions when it approves the Activities Committee reports.
Members are reminded that only events so approved can be classed
as Club events. So please notify Cherry Carnon, the Chair of the
Activities Committee, as soon as an idea strikes you, in order to see
when and if it can be accommodated. A private event may be held
by a member, or non-member, in the Club s premises, identified as
the St. Georges Hall and/or 14 Elm Street, with no mention of the
Arts and Letters Club in any publicity for that event. Arrangements
in such case are made with the General Manager.
Peter Hart

Monday through Saturday, February 21 to 26
Monday MUSIC Dinner 6:00 for 7:00 pm $16.50
THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE
A rare appearance by this group of top-notch
percussionists under the distinguished direction of
ROBIN ENGELMAN, member of the
world famous percussion group NEXUS.

Tuesday LITERATURE Luncheon 12:00 noon $13.50
THE HONOURABLE JAMES K. BARTLEMAN
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF ONTARIO
will be the guest speaker at the
Literary Table luncheon on February 22.
He is the author of Our ofMuskoka and On Six
Continents—Life in Canada's Foreign Service 1966-2002.

The Lieutenant-Governor's Book Program has
resulted in the distribution of more than 850,000
books to First Nation communities
and Native Friendship centres.

Wednesday ARCHITECTURE Luncheon 12:00 noon $13.50
The new Terrence Donnelly Centre for Cellular and
Biomedical Research at the University of Toronto
will be presented by ADRIAN DICASTRI
of architectsAlliance, who collaborated on the
building with Behnisch and Behnisch
of Stuttgart, Germany.

Thursday PAINTING Luncheon 12:00 noon $13.50
Our guest speaker will be JOHN RYERSON,
Curator of the Varley Art Gallery of Markham.
He will be speaking about the Varley Gallery:
"Doing the Right Thing for the Right Reasons"
as well as "Peaks and Totems."

Friday and Saturday STAGE Dinner 6:00 for 7:00 p.m.
COLE PORTER TONIGHT features six dynamic Club
members, Heather Cumtne, Debbie Plaquin, Betty
Trott, John Illingworth, Michael Hartley and John
Rammell, performing songs that you know and love
("You're the Top," "I Love Paris") and some songs
that might be new to you ("Tale of the Oyster," "Kate
the Great"). A fascinating script, giving insight and
background to Porter's colourful life, has been
created by the multi-talented Julian Mulock. And
collaborating on the piano and synthesizer will be
our one and only Ruth Morawetz.
Dinner and Show $26.50 Show only $ 10.00.
Reservations for member and one guest will be accepted until
February 1, after which additional guest reservations will be accepted.
Reservations are essential.
Call reservations'voice mail, 416-597-0223, Extension 2.

Members News
Leaf Press in Lantzville, B.C., has
published a limited edition chapbook of
Susan Ioannous long narrative poem
Coming Home (An Old Love Story).
Julie Florio's new translation of the
Alfred Jarry classic, Ubu the King
(which premiered at the 2004 Toronto
Fringe Festival), has been included as
part of the University of Guelph's
Canadian Adaptations of Shakespeare
Project (CASP). CASP is the first
research project and online database
documenting the ways in which
Shakespeare has been adapted into a
national, multicultural, theatrical
practice, www.canadianshakespeares.ca
Congratulations to James
MacDougall on winning two
awards—first prize and people's choice
award—for his portrait submission in
the 2004 International Portrait Arts
Festival. MacDougall says he came
away from the Portrait Society of
Canada's third conference and
competition "walking on clouds!"
Kay Montgomery is appearing in the
play Tea in a China Cup by Christina
Reid, produced by the Toronto Irish
Players. The play will be at the
Alumnae Theatre, 70 Berkeley Street,
from February 17 to March 5. For
more details, log on to
www.torontoirishplayers.org or call
416-440-2888.
Past-president Don Pounsett was a
member of the MacMillan Singers
Chamber Choir that, together with
Nexus, gave the world premiere
performance of "Four Rituals for
Percussion Quintet, Choir and
Audience" by Christos Hatzis at the
University of Toronto's Faculty Artists
Series Concert on December 10, 2004.
At least three other Club members
were in the (participating) audience!
New professional junior member Jesse
Barksdale invites Club members to
come out to hear his music group, the
Hot Jazz String Quartet, every
Wednesday in February from 9 p.m.
until midnight at the Victory Cafe,

located at 581 Markham Street in
Mirvish Village. No reservations
required.
Derek Aylen will have a colour
woodcut in the Boston Printmakers
2005 North American Print Biennial
Exhibition to be held at Boston
University from February 13 to March
27, 2005. This is one of about 150
prints chosen by the juror, Joann Moser,
Senior Curator of Graphic Arts at the
Smithsonian American Art Museum,
from more than 1,700 submissions.
Kenneth Flitton invites Club members
to attend his Canadian Perspectives in
Oil show at the Neilson Park Creative
Centre from January 25 to February
13, 2005. For more information, call
the gallery at 416-622-5294.
Club members are invited to attend the
launch of a new hand-printed, limited
edition book from The Church Street
Press. Painter, printer and wood engraver
Alan Stein announces the launch of In
Smoke, a collection of 10 poems by wellknown Canadian writer, painter and art
critic Gary Michael Dauit. The book
launch and reading will be held at the
Roberts Gallery in Toronto on
February 12 from 2 to 4 p.m.

New Members
Dominik Dryja is studying Art
Fundamentals and Illustration at
Sheridan College where his work has
been chosen for end-of-year exhibition
in 2001, 2002 and 2003. He has been
attending the painting sessions held on
Sundays at the Club. He admires the
artist striving to create in art as a
language. Sponsored by Andrew
Sookrah and Sandra Henderson.
Ainte Earls is a Human Resources
professional who is interested In
writing for the theatre. At the Club
she would like to assist in theatrical
productions and join the literary and
writers groups. Originally from
Ireland, Aime says she loves to travel
and also enjoys music and reading. She
wishes to join the Club to learn more
about the arts and to participate in

stimulating conversation. Sponsored
by Frances Webster and Betsy Carr.
Jaleen Grove has a B.EA. from the
Emily Carr Institute. She has been a
freelance illustrator since 1990 and a
visiting artist in various artist-run centres
and shows in Victoria/Vancouver. Jaleen
is interested in visual art, art history
and graphic design. She wishes to join
the Club for friendship, research and
"finding out where the book sales are."
Sponsored by Camlla Gryski and
Margaret McBiirney.
Joshua Koffinan is a graduate award
winner in theatre technical production
from Ryersons Theatre School and says
he has already spent years designing and
running shows for theatre, concerts and
all manner of live entertainment. At the
Club he hopes to be involved with
lighting, sound and staging for the
Spring Show, First Word and musical
evenings. After sampling several other
careers, Joshua has returned to his
entertainment roots. He says, "The Arts
allow me to express ideas and thoughts
that would otherwise remain private."
Joshua enjoys the diverse group of
people he meets at the Club. Sponsored
by Peter Fleming and Peter Hart.
John Libby is a fine art dealer with a
particular interest in historical
Canadian Art. His commercial gallery,
which opened 25 years ago in
downtown Toronto, specializes in
Canadian art, both historical and
contemporary. The gallery handles
turn-of-the-century artists, the Group
of Seven and their contemporaries as
well as works by current artists such as
our own Paul Gauthier and Rose
Marie Condon. John has frequently
used his skills as an appraiser to raise
money for charity and loaned his
private collection to public
institutions such as the Art Gallery of
Ontario. He has also made several TV
and radio appearances including on
"Inquiring Minds." John would like to
help with the Art Committee, meet
members and enjoy various events.
Sponsored by Paul Gauthier and
Rose Marie Condon.
continued on page 3

New Members
continued from page 2

J. Ross Robinson has been a lecturer in
English and writing at several
universities, including Yale. He has
conducted writing workshops and is a
freelance editor and reviewer. He has
also done film, television and video
productions for the Canadian Museum
of Civilization, the Canadian War
Museum and the Smithsonian Institute.
Ross is a volunteer at the National Arts
Centre in Ottawa. He enjoys theatre
and choral music. Like his great uncle
Fred Banting before him, Ross senses
that our Club is a "congenial place" for
him. Sponsored by Nona Macdonald
Heaslip and Margaret McBumey.

New Honorary
Members
The Club would like to welcome
Andy Orchard, the new Honorary
Member for literature, who is also the
director at the Centre for Medieval
Studies at the University of Toronto.
We also welcome Christopher
McCoimack who has been elected the
new Chair of the Toronto Society of
Architects for 2005 and as such will be
joining the Club as new Honorary
Member for architecture. Besides being
the principal of McCormack
Architects/DesignArc Inc., he has taught
urban design at the University of
Toronto and has also been involved with
the recent Toronto Waterfront Initiative.

Obituaries
RONALD BRYDEN
Though he joined the Arts and
Letters Club comparatively recently,
Ronald Bryden was already known to
most Club members for his activities
as theatre reviewer, board member of
the Stratford and Shaw Festivals, and
head of the Graduate Drama Centre
of the University of Toronto. He was
born in Port of Spain, Trinidad, and
first came to Canada to complete his

secondary education at Ridley
College. In 1950 he graduated from
Trinity College with a B.A. in
English, having also made his mark as
librettist for two witty operettas with
music by Keith MacMillan.
At King's College, Cambridge, he
completed a second B.A., followed by
an M.A. in 1958, made the
acquaintance of E.M. Forster and
Graham Greene, and began to
establish a reputation as a reviewer
and essayist.
Moving to London, he became
book editor for The Spectator,
broadcast frequently on the BBC, and
in 1964 began his career as theatre
reviewer with a vivid evocation of
Olivier's Othello. When Kenneth
Tynan left The Observer in 1966,
Bryden succeeded him as that paper's
weekly drama critic, becoming a
major influence at one of the most
exciting moments of British theatre.
His rave about Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead established
Tom. Stoppard's career; and a
collection of Ms pieces from this
period, The Unfinished Hero and
Other Essays (1969), shows that his
beautifully written criticism touched
every major theatre talent of that
time. In 1971 he abandoned
journalism to become literary
manager for the Royal Shakespeare
Company, but dismayed by the
increasing jingoism of an English
society he had celebrated for its
openness, in 1976 he accepted a
visiting appointment to the
University of Toronto's Graduate
Drama Centre and moved his family
to Canada.
Three years later he became a
tenured professor, and was director of
the Drama Centre for two five-year
terms. At the same time he was
prominent on the management
boards of the Stratford Festival, the
Canadian Players, and, most notably,
the Shaw Festival at Niagara-on-theLake.
When he retired in 1993,
Christopher Newton persuaded him
to become the Shaw's literary

manager, a splendid rounding off of
an exceptionally rich career that is
memorialized in a collection of his
program essays with the title Shaw
and His Contemporaries (2002), many
of which had been tried out first at
the Club's literary table. We shall miss
his genial, witty company.
Brian Parker

TONY VAN BRIDGE
The Arts and Letters Club regrets to
announce the death of Tony Van
Bridge, a talented actor whose career
spanned six decades, on December
20, 2004.
Born Valentine Anthony Neil
Bridge in London in 1917, he made
his first appearance on stage when he
was a child of 10. He made his
professional debut in Anthony and
Anna in 1933. A Member of the
Order of Canada, he also appeared on
television and worked both as an
actor and director at Stratford and
Shaw festivals. He leaves four sons, a
daughter, and several grand- and
great-grandchildren.

ELMER SHORTRIDGE
PHILLIPS
Elmer Phillips, bon vivant, former
President of the Arts and Letters
Club, professor, singer and marathon
runner, died on December 31, 2004,
after a long and full life.
A pioneer in management
education in Canada, he also
extended his passion to singing. The
Toronto-born Phillips honed his
vocal talents with local bands and as a
musical theatre performer. Indeed,
one of the highlights in his life was
his stint as cast member of the Royal
Canadian Navy Show, "Meet the
Navy," which toured Canada and
Europe between 1943 and 1946.
Phillips will be missed by his
children, grandchildren, sister-in-law,
brother-in-law and family.

LOOKING BACK
A few weeks ago Peter Moon and I
headed up to the City of Toronto
Archives and spent an enjoyable day
perusing records of the St. George's
Society. Peter, a former investigative
journalist and currently Vice-President

Letters Club began discussions with
the Society about leasing 14 Elm
Street, which we did later that year.
Landlord-tenant discussions continued
off and on until we purchased the
building sixty-six years later.
Discussions were amiable for the most
part, beginning with an agreement to

Toast to St. George's Hall: The Old
Lady of Elm Street." In the chair was
our Past-president, John Irwin, who,
as a past-president of St. George's, was
admirably suited to lead that
celebration. Today, the Society
occupies an office on the lower level of
the building—and both organizations
remain content. As Irwin said, "We
meet in harmony. We meet in
tradition. The humble and the great.
The talented and the not very
talented—an amalgam that makes the
Society and the Club most remarkable
organizations. Our dear Old Lady of
Elm Street would perhaps agree that is
precisely her recipe for longevity."
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Clubs first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Artwork credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose

of the Society, is a good man to work
with—he knows how to go about it.
We were looking for, among other
items, mention of the Club's three
front doors, one of which, now in a
fixed position, is unlike the other two.
Legend has it that they were given to
the Society after the First World War,
having been salvaged from an English
church that had been bombed. We
weren't able to solve this mystery, but
did find a few other interesting bits.
An article in the Toronto News of
September 3, 1891, reminded us of
the cornerstone in our building, in
which a tin box was placed during a
ceremony attended by the Society's
President, J. Herbert Mason, his wife,
and various dignitaries. In the box was
a list of the Society's directors, its
constitution, current coins, and copies
of all the Toronto newspapers of the
previous day. We assume they're all still
there but in what condition?
In the spring of 1920, the Arts and

lease the building for $2,000 per year.
All went smoothly until the following
year when the Club discovered that a
new furnace was needed. A reduction
in rent was demanded. Then, when
renovation costs reached $23,000, the
Club asked for another reduction. By
1922 the Club was appealing to the
Society because we were "unable to
make any payment ... we are still
$4,000 short of the amount required
to cover alterations."
And so it went. In 1931 one
member wrote to the President, Ernest
MacMillan, asking the Club to
consider seriously "the purchase of
another property where we could
establish a home independent of all
landlords and other annoyances." But
it was pretty much smooth sailing for
the next fifty years, although in 1982
we were still discussing "the Boiler"
situation.
In October that year the Club and
the Society staged a dinner entitled "A
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Introducing... Carol McGirr
Carol McGirr stands on
stage with no props and
starts to speak, and
suddenly you can see
people moving and
acting in their world.
Her voice, words and
rhythm grab you and
don't release you until
the end.
The story of how she
became such a gifted
performer began when
she was a small child
living in North Bay on
the edge of the Shield. By the age of six, she had already
learned to read and to love books. One day, she borrowed
Beatrix Potter's Peter Rabbit from her neighbour. Knowing
her family wouldn't be able to give her her own copy, she
memorized it and returned it the next day. She then recited
the story to her siblings and playmates whenever she could.
The storyteller was born.
In grade two, Carol's teacher asked her to select stories to
read to Friday afternoon classes. Carol would spend the week
studying books the teacher gave her and selecting her
reading. Come Friday, book under her arm and very proud
of her teaching "job," she would trot off down the hall to
another class, sometimes as advanced as grade five. When
Carol retired after 37 years from her job as teacher-librarian
with the East York School Board, she invited this grade-two
teacher to her retirement party and honoured her inspired
teaching abilities that recognized and nurtured Carol's
passion and talents.
Carol loved the radio for the stories it told and the way
they connected her to far-off places as she listened at night in
North Bay. Radio taught her that telling stories is creating
pictures: when she tells a story she sees it in her mind and
describes what she sees, using no notes. But Carol did more
than listen. Even as a child she took part in radio shows. More
recently, she was a regular on Richardo Keens-Douglas's CBC
storytelling show Cloud 9 and other CBC programs.
At 19, she received her teaching diploma and started to
work. As well as taking summer courses, she would travel. At
the end of the summer break she'd return to an empty bank
account and start saving for the next summer's trip.
Carol moved to Toronto in 1966 to set up a new library
for the East York Board. Eventually she was invited to give
workshops to other boards about school libraries. She got
involved with Toronto's storytelling movement, in particular
the Storytellers School of Toronto and the regular Friday
night open storytelling sessions founded by Dan Yashinsky.
She is an expert in Icelandic saga, having studied different
versions and translations to select the parts she tells, and

having travelled to Iceland and to the Faroes for more
background. The Icelandic-Canadian Club of Toronto
invited her to perform for Iceland's ambassador to Canada
when he visited Toronto for the first time. She not only
belongs to that club but has also been a director. Carol is a
member of the Canadian Friends of Finland Association. She
founded the Fireside Epic Storytelling Concert Series so she
that could work on and tell her stories, particularly her
renditions of the Icelandic sagas.
Carol is recognized as a great storyteller. She is one of
eight featured in the book Burning Brightly by Kay Stone
about the storytelling movement in Canada. She has received
several awards and grants and is regularly invited to give
seminars and appear at storytelling gatherings. Two of her
stories are featured in Dan Yashinsky's book, Tales for an
Unknown City (McGill-Queen's University Press).
Carol joined the Club about five years ago, where she is
Chair of the Literary Table, and loves it. And the stories she
could tell you....
Sandra Eadie

VALENTINES
DINNER
MONDAY

FEBRUARY

14TH

2005

Featuring

vnth Elailie C h a r a l Handwriting Analyst
also
Music by

Tracey Montgomery with Ruth Morawetz
Cocktails at 5:30 pm (cash bar), Dinner at 6:30 pm
Price $35.00
Space is limited
Prompt reservations with Naomi essential
(Cancellations must be received by 10:00 a.m.
February 11thtoguarantee a refund)

Elaine Charal will conduct
Handwriting analysis
for members after
her performance

Visual Arts News
In December, a wonderful evening with Ronda Nychka,
Veronica Tennant and harpist Sharlene Wallace kicked off our
strong show of the works done by our Wednesday, Friday,
and Sunday Painters. It is wonderful that Wendy Boyd,
Dennis Rose and Andrew Sookrah donate their time to all
those painting sessions; their work is invaluable.
Thanks to Joan Dubros for her help getting great guest
speakers and for her proactive help on the Committee.
The Drawing and Print Show is now up. Our opening night
was very interesting; a full house listened as Honorary
Member Paul Duval spoke about art in Canada, his personal
views on art, our old buildings and galleries. This man is truly
a Canadian treasure.

Marguerite Long Competition in Paris and the Frederic
Chopin Competition in Warsaw.
Robert Gleadow, who stunned our audience last year, will
return on February 16. Mr. Gleadow is currently singing
Colline in the Canadian Opera Company's La Boheme and
has just returned from a European tour. In the fall, he will
join the prestigious Covent Garden young artist programme
in London. February 16 may be our last opportunity to hear
this amazing 20-year-old on this side of the Atlantic.
We will be privileged to hear Jean Ashworth Bartle and a
chamber choir from the world-famous Toronto Children's
Chorus on February 9. (Please see Club Night section.)
Robin Engelman's group of young percussionists should
provide a rousing overture to LAMPSweek on February 21.
(Please see LAMPSweek section.)

February 14,2005: En Plein Air Show begins.
Please note: artists should bring works done outdoors to the Club
by Saturday, February 12, 10:00 a.m., ready for jurying. There is
no size restriction, but works should be done within the last two
years. Jurors: Zora Buchanan, Peter Large, Podi Lawrence.

Opening Night on Valentine's Day. We are hosting the evening
with music and entertainment. This will be a party not to be
missed! Thanks to Jean Crawford for spearheading this event.
February 24,2005:
Art Committee proudly presents John Ryerson, who will be
speaking about the Varley Gallery during LAMPSweek, and
introduced by Marg McBurney.
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the Varley Gallery
with Wallace
Joyce, a Club
member, in front
of a Casson work.

All visual artists are welcome to join us in our many
activities!
Please call Marjut Nousiainen (Chair) at 905-889-2902.

STARRING
HEATHER CUMIN& DBEIE PLAQUIN, SEfW TROTT
JOHN ILUNGWOKM, MiCWAit HARTLEY, JOHN RAMJUiii
AND RUTH MORAWEfl

FRIDAY, FEi 25 & SATPRDAY, FES 2 4 2001

WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY
Music Tables

Musical Notes
The Music Committee will present five events in February:
three Wednesday noon concerts and two Monday night
events.
Two pianists will make return appearances on
Wednesdays: Arianne Kwek and Dan Atanasiu. From
Romania, Atanasiu has performed with major orchestras in
Berlin, Milan, Bucharest, Madrid and Montreal, and is a
prizewinner of major international competitions such as the

Wednesday, February 2

DAN ATANASIU, piano
Wednesday, February 9

ARIANNE KWEK, piano
Wednesday, February 16

ROBERT GLEADOW, bass
Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voice mail).

WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY
Literary Tables

Film Night with Brad Darch

Monday, February 1
A N N E D E N S O N Backflip
Anne Denson's novel provides us with a satirical account of
Toronto's art scene during the 1960s.

Friday, February 18
One of the best biopics about one of the worst filmmakers:

Monday, February 8

JOHN BECKWITH
Scripts: Librettos for Operas and other Musical Works
Scripts, a collection of musical works by one of Canada's
favourite poets and playwrights, James Reaney, was
collected and edited by renowned composer, John Beckwith.
Monday, February 15
TREASA O'DRISCOLL Stars Above the Road
"With one foot in today's world and the other in an ancient
mystical time, O'Driscoll provides us with the connection
and continuity we see.. .Magical." The Celtic Connection
Monday, February 22

THE HONOURABLE JAMES K. BARTLEMAN
Our LAMPSweek speaker will discuss his writing, his Book
Programme and some of the highlights of his career as one
of Canada's senior diplomats.

ED WOOD
Over the past year, moviegoers have been treated to film
biographies about such celebrities as Howard Hughes, Ray
Charles and Bobby Darin. Yet nothing can prepare you for
the incredibly hilarious and inspiring story of the official
worst director of all time, Edward D. Wood, Jr.
Beside the likes of Orson Welles and Martin Scorsese, his
name may not sound familiar. But your memory may be
jogged when you hear of such Wood masterpieces as Glen
or Glenda, Bride of the Monster or Plan 9 from Outer Space.
Tim Burton's film lovingly embraces this high-spirited
character who refused to let fifty-dollar budgets and
continual hostile reviews derail his dreams of Hollywood
glory. With the amazing Johnny Depp as Ed Wood, and
Martin Landau who won an Academy Award for his
portrayal of Bela Lugosi. Do not miss this.
Bar, 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: dinner, $16.50; screening, free
Reservations are essential at 416-597-0223, ext. 2.

Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voice mail)

Writers' Table
On Friday, February 4,2005, at the Writers' Table, Dr. John
Niles, will be speaking on the title "Compassionate Work."
For more information please call
Jack McQuaig, 416-485-9289.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on
Tuesday, February 8, at 4 p.m. in the Library.
The meeting's focus will be on "Current Events of Our Time."
Attendees are invited to bring poetic writing on any relative
topic, or opt "just to listen."
For further information, please contact
Margo Hunt, 416-925-8922.

Club Nights
Monday, February 7

JEAN ASHWORTH BARTLE and
THE TORONTO CHILDREN'S CHORUS
The list of accolades for this superb children's chorus over the
past 26 years is endless, including first prizes at the International
Eisteddfod in Wales and the Let the Peoples Sing Competition.
Their tours have taken them all over the world to major venues
such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Centre and Royal Albert Hall.
Monday, February 14

VALENTINE'S NIGHT DINNER (see ad on page 5)
Monday, February 21
THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE
A rare appearance by this group of top-notch percussionists
under the distinguished direction of ROBIN ENGELMAN,
member of the world famous percussion group NEXUS.

Monday, February 28
We are pleased to welcome PATRICK GOSSAGE, one of Canada's
most highly respected public relations practitioners, providing
strategic communications advice and media training to a variety
of public and private sector clients. After producing and directing
countless public affairs television programs in both Toronto and
Montreal for the CBC and CTV, he became Press Secretary to
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, from 1976 to 1982. His
recollection of those years appeared in the book Close to the
Charisma. Mr. Gossage worked as Minister Information at the
Canadian Embassy in Washington during the years that Alan
Gotlieb was Canadian Ambassador. He has written columns and
book reviews for the Toronto Star, Policy Options, and The Globe
and Mail, and for the last three years was a regular commentator
on Newsworld's politics show with Don Newman. He is a lively
and opinionated follower of the current regime in Ottawa and of
the government's role in Canadian culture. We invite you to
attend, armed with your questions.

February 2005
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

Sunday

i

2

Literary Committee
Meeting 11:00 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Singers 5:00 p.m.
Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal
Photography Library

6
Painters
Studio

7
Art Committee
Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

8
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Singers 5:00 p.m.
Studio
Poetry Group
4:00 p.m. Library
Spring Show
Rehearsal

13
Painters
Studio

14
Club Night
Valentine's
Day Dinner
7:00 p.m.

15

20
Painters
Studio

21

22

Literary Table
Lunch
12:00 noon
Singers
5:00 p.m. Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal

Executive Cttee
Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
LAMPSweek
MUSIC Dinner
6:30 p.m.

27
Painters
Studio

LAMPSweek
LITERATURE
Luncheon 12:00 noon
Singers 5:00 p.m.
Studio
Communications
Cttee Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Spring Show
Rehearsal

Music Cttee
Meeting
10:45 a.m.
Music Table
Lunch
12:00 noon

3
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

Painters Studio

9
10
Music Table Spring
Show
Lunch
12:00 noon Rehearsal
Painters
Studio
16
Music Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
History
Committee
Library
Painters Studio
Playreading
Group 7:00 p.m.

23
LAMPSweek
ARCHITECTURE
Luncheon
12:00 noon
Painters Studio

17
Finance
Committee
Meeting
10:00 a.m.
Spring Show
Rehearsal

24

Friday
4
TGIF lunch
12:00 noon
Writers Table
12:00 noon
Board Room
Painters
Studio

11
TGIF lunch
12:00 noon
LAMPSIetter

submission
deadline
Painters
Studio

18
TGIF lunch
12:00 noon
LAMPSIetter
stuffing
Painters Studio
Film Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

25

LAMPSweek
PAINTING
Luncheon
12:00 noon

TGIF lunch
12:00 noon

Spring Show
Rehearsal

COLE PORTER
TONIGHT
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Painters Studio

Saturday
5
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

12
Art
Hanging
Spring
Show
Rehearsal
19
Spring
Show
Rehearsal
Studio

26
Spring Show
Rehearsal
Studio
COLE PORTER
TONIGHT
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

28
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
February 11# 2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date are clearly
marked on all submissions.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to one of our new editors:
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event.
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event. Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: www.interlog.com/-artslets/
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President's Remarks

The Gelber Group presents

The new LAMPSletter editors, Mary
Nersessian and Angel Di Zhang, are
to be congratulated on the continued
excellence of this most necessary
publication and, another memorable
LAMPSweek will have started by the
time you receive this copy, thanks to
Ted Brock and those members
involved in its planning.
January proved to be a busy month
for your Executive Committee. A
special, one-day, meeting was held on
the 25th proving very useful in
identifying areas where "perhaps
something should be done."
After a thorough discussion of the Clubs finances, led by your
Treasurer, John Hore, membership dues were nominally increased.
The need to have rentals and competitive charges for the bar and
Club functions (the "use pays" concept) was again emphasized as the
cost of keeping our building maintained and staffed is in excess of the
revenue from fees. Income from rentals can vary considerably, SARS
and 9/11 both causing cancellations and loss of revenue. In order to
provide a hedge against similar future occurrences a target for fee
revenue to be twice net rentals and catering revenue has been set. I do
not need to tell you that the cost of municipal taxes, services and
utilities, as well as insurance, has increased considerably since the
mega-city was created and 9/11 happened. Regular building
maintenance is still required and the unforeseen can still happen, the
latest example being a costly steam valve replacement that required
the draining and shutting down of the heating systems on a
Thursday, fortunately when the outside temperature was not too low.
The staff responded positively and rented heaters for a rental function
and our system was started just in time for Monday's Club Night,
unfortunately with temporary radiator clanking! There are just days
when we can't win! Club activities have increased dramatically in the
past ten years and some have become more formal. Club Nights are
now an integral part of the Club year, thanks to the efforts of Ruth
Morawetz. All this activity results in the Club being used seven days a
week, by differing groups of members, from September to June, with
concomitant costs. The Activities Committee, chaired by Cherry
Carnon, has to co-ordinate all Club functions, not an easy task. All
this begs the question: are we doing too much?
Peter Hart

GHOST SHIPS
ofTHEWARofl812
The Hamilton and the Scourge:
A battle for survival

One night during the summer of 1813, two armed American
schooners sank in Lake Ontario during a violent storm.
These ships, and the forty-two American sailors who were
lost, lie in dark waters, 90 metres below the surface.
The Hamilton and the Scourge are the only completely
intact War of 1812—14 warships in existence today.
When the US government gave these vessels to Canada in
1980, their safety seemed assured. But today, despite their
designation as a national historic site, they are at risk from
souvenir hunters and, as well, the natural environment where
they rest. Something must be done—and done soon—or
they will be lost forever.
Coming to discuss the situation are two leading marine
researchers, a historian and an archaeologist from the U.S.
Naval Historical Center, Washington, D.C.;
two marine archaeologists from Parks Canada;
and the director of the Hamilton and Scourge Project
for the City of Hamilton, owner of the ships.
Come, learn more, and voice your own concerns
at our special dinner.
Wednesday, March 9, 2005
Bar 6:00 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m.
$20.00
Reservations for members and one guest will be accepted
until Tuesday, March 1, after which additional guest
reservations will be accepted.
Call reservations voice mail, 416-597-0223, extension 2.

Members News
Honest Ed Mirvish and his son David
received a "Lifetime Achievement Award"
from The Big T O . Event Style Show,
which took place at the International
Trade Show at the Exhibition Place on
Tuesday February 1st. The award was for
their continuing contribution to
theatrical events, creativity, extraordinary
efforts, and tireless devotion in the
promotion of theatrical events. The
presentation was made by Ontario's
Minister of Tourism Jim Bradley.
Loi Hathaway will present a talk and
slide presentation on Mariano Fortuny,
a great Venetian designer from the
turn of the century, at the Women's
Art Association on Prince Arthur
Avenue on Feb 23rd at 12 p.m.
The York Wilson Annual Foundation
Award of $20,000 was won by The
Nova Scotia Art Gallery to buy
Canadian art. The Lieutenant
Governor of Nova Scotia, Her Honour
Maya Freeman, presided at a funding
luncheon at The Lord Nelson Hotel in
Halifax, followed by the presentation
of the award. An Installation by David
Hoffos had been purchased that
showed a dimly lit room with the
corner of an extended frame on a bare
wall. One looked in the corner and saw
another room behind the bare wall.
Her Honour Maya Freeman, after a
few welcoming words, put on another
robe as Honorary Grand Master,
serving for The Grand Master Samuel
de Champlain, and bestowed The
Order of Champlain to Lela Wilson
O. Ont., which included a pin and
certificate. Lela is technician of the
yorkwilson.com web site. George Lobb
accompanied Lela at the presentation.
Julie Florio's new play, Breathe\ will be
performed as part of the New Ideas
Festival at the Alumnae Theatre at 70
Berkeley Street, Toronto from March
16th—19th during week two of the
Festival. For more details see
www.alumnaetheatre.com/ideas.html
Steve Johnston is performing in the
clown play, The Hollow, directed by
Mike Kennard (aka Mump, of Mump
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and Smoot). The play is a dark
comedic tale, bringing together two
styles of physical theatre in a single
parodic tale. At the CanStage Berkeley
Street Theatre Downstairs, 26
Berkeley St. Previews March 11—14,
opening night March 16. Runs
Monday-Saturday at 8 p.m. to April 9.
For tickets call 416-368-3110.
Barry Wallace invites Club members
(and all other interested parties) to
attend an Art Show being staged by a
group of his students in collaboration
with the not-for-profit Eastern Front
Gallery. The show will feature
emerging artists with an interest in
urban themes. Opening Night will
take place at the Eastern Front Gallery,
750 Queen Street East, on March 24
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., with the show
continuing its run until March 28. For
more information please contact the
gallery directly at 416-465-2620.
Barry Wallace has been appointed to
the Marketing and Communications
Advisory Committee with the Toronto
Arts Council. Barry looks forward to
this opportunity to contribute to the
cultural life of our city.

New Members
Roseanne Stefani has a B.A and
Bachelor of Education from the
University of Toronto. She teaches
drama to young children and is
interested in literature, music, stage,
architecture andfilm.Roseanne is
interested in the Club to enrich her life,
to meet new people, have good
conversation and to share ideas.
Proposed by John Hore. Seconded by
Peter Hart.
Dita Vadron is a writer/broadcaster
who had her formal education at the
University of Vienna, Austria. She
worked 25 years as an award-winning
producer of CBC programs. She was
instrumental in bringing "As It
Happens" to Canada. She edits books
and writes speeches. She will enjoy
the intelligent conversation and good
companionship at the Club.
Proposed by Don Pounsett.
Seconded by Jean Edwards.

Wallace Joyces work is currently on
exhibition at the Varley Art Gallery in
the show Peaks and Totems: One
Man's Passion, running to April 17th.
The exhibition comprises a selection
of 30 works depicting the splendour of
the Canadian mountains and mystery
of totem poles from the Joyce
collection. 216 Main St, Unionville.
905-477-9511.

G. Eric Hanson is an urban
planner/engineer who has an interest
in architecture, music, plays and
design. He is currently designing a
Quebec fashion chateau-style golf
clubhouse. Eric has designed many
local area golf clubs. He is a member
of the Carling Cup Team who has
played in many golf championships in
Canada, U.S.A., Britain, France, and
Belgium. He has visited the club
several times as a guest, enjoying the
people, activities and the conversation.
Proposed by Shirley Davy. Seconded
by Margaret McBurney.

Martha Spence is appearing in the
Canadian premiere workshop
production of Mark Adamo's opera,
Little Women, based on Louisa May
Alcott's novel. It is produced by
TrypTych productions and will be at
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 2737
Bayview Avenue on March 5th, 6th,
8th, and 9th. Martha will be featured
on the March 6th and 9th
performances. For more details, log on
to www.tryptych.org or call
416-763-5066.

Merion Clement is a long time floral
business owner and Board Member of
Flowers Canada Inc. Merion was
formerly President of Interior
Landscape Association of Canada. She
is interested in music, theatre,
literature, and interior design. Merion
is or has been active in the following
additional organizations: The
Downtown Council of Toronto,
Cabbagetown Business Improvement
Area, Elms tree t Village B.I. A., and the
St. George's Society. After attending

New Members
continuedfrom page 2

some functions, she welcomes the
opportunity to participate in the
Club's activities. Proposed by Cherry
Camon. Seconded by Robert White.
James P. Catty is a Chartered
Accountant who has an M.A. from
Oxford University in England. He
writes professional publications,
lectures, and has given seminars to the
Toronto Textile Museum. He is
involved in the theatre and is
interested in recordings and painting.
He wishes to join in the intelligent
conversation and companionship of
the Club. Proposed by Don Poimsett.
Seconded by Jean Edwards.
Sam Marinucci is a Chartered
Accountant who received his
education in Toronto. His company is
Marinucci and Company, Chartered
Accountants. While not having-any
professional experience in the ..theatre
he has served as a director in arts
organizations including theatre, music
and fund raising. His hobbies embrace
music, literature, architecture, and
film. Sam looks on the club as a
sanctuary from work and stresses. He
wants to meet and enjoy interesting
people. Proposed by John Hore.
Seconded by Peter Hart.
Stella Cairns tells us she has been an
"Executive Member" of the Don Valley
Art Club for 5 years, in various positions.
However, she says that, "Artistically, I
have reached a point where I need more
experienced and knowledgeable
associates. In return I will contribute
energy, enthusiasm and service where
they are needed." Stella currendy lives in
Port Hope. Proposed by Helen White.
Seconded by Gwen Jones.
John Flanders is a Fellow of the Royal
Architectural Institute of Canada. John
practiced architecture in Ottawa and
was Professor of Architecture at Carlton.
His Master s degree in Journalism led to
books and work for the National Film
Board. He is now retired and making
documentary films on issues of
homelessness. He has a keen interest in

photography. At the Club he hopes "to
participate in the art community."
Proposed by Frances Webster.
Seconded by Sophie Rammell.
James Hunter's first academic
qualification was in English Literature
and he has a continuing interest in
literature, drama and music. He hopes
to be involved with the Literary Table,
Stage and Music Table. As a Chartered
Accountant, he is also offering his
services to the Finance Committee.
James is already known to many of our
members and enjoys the "congenial
artistic milieu" we create among
ourselves. Proposed by Donald
Gillies. Seconded by John Twomey.
Robert Kaiser has extensive training
in art from the Meinzinger School
(Detroit), the Layton School of Art
and Design (Milwaukee), and the
Institute of Design (Chicago), which
was followed by several art related
jobs. He is the recipient of the
National Art Design Award. He has
been a teacher at Ryerson and OCA.
Robert is particularly interested in
abstract painting and sculpture. He
has "always enjoyed artists and
designers." He should certainly find
plenty more at the Arts and Letters!
Proposed by George Sanders.
Seconded by Gary Stark.
Aubrey Russell is a lawyer who has
begun sketching. He would like to
attend sketching events as well as
musical events at the Club. He has
many happy memories over the years
as a guest of Bob Christie, David Fry
and others. As a member of the Club
he looks forward to coming to the
lunch and dinner events whenever he
pleases.Proposed by Joan Vanduzzer.
Seconded by John Hore (and others).
Fiona Newman is a graduate of
Second City Conservatory and is
presently involved in many
departments at the Alumnae Theatre.
Her first love is the stage, including
comedy and improvisation; however
she also enjoys photography and film.
She would like to work with other
Junior Members in First Word, the

Spring Show, and on the Photography
Committee. She looks forward to
good relaxed conversations. Proposed
by Bonnie Jull. Seconded by David
Skene-Melvin.
Pat Fisher was an occupational
therapist with a long-term interest in
community theatre. She was President
of the Central Ontario Drama League
(now known as the Association of
Community Theatres) of which she is
a Life Member. She is also a former
President of the Alumnae Theatre. As
a new member Pat hopes to find "New
friends! New Interests, New
Experiences! Proposed by Michael
Spence. Seconded by Robert White.
Jesse Barksdale is a guitarist, with an
already impressive list of recordings
to his credit with such big names as
Chris Whiteley and Jeff Healey.
Under "Notable Performances" he
mentions recent concerts in France,
Belgium, Corsica, and at the
Governor General's Ball in Ottawa, in
addition to numerous broadcasts for
CBC. Jesse enjoys jazz and classical
music as well as cinema and chess. He
looks to expand his interests in the
arts and letters.
Eugen Bannerman. We welcome back
Eugen, who found he could not resist
being a part of the Arts and Letters
Club in Toronto.

Artwork credits
Page 1: President's drawing by Dennis
Rose
Page 1: Battle of 1812 image courtesy
of Margaret McBurney
Page 4: Photo of Richard Outram
and Barbara Howard by Jay
Jelinek
Page 4: Photo of Bill Whiteacre
courtesy Bill Whiteacre
Page 5: Photo of Peter Orme and
Adrienne Clarkson courtesy of
Margaret McBurney
Page 8: Photo of Bob Rae courtesy of
Bob Rae
Page 9: Photo of Julian Mulock by
Alan Carrie
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Obituary
RICHARD OUTRAM 1930-2005

but four months later Barbara died while undergoing surgery.
Richard was bereft and no longer wished to live. After a failed
earlier attempt, he took his life on the night of January 20.
The Club and his friends mourn his loss but treasure the body
of work he left us and the memory of a very bright, very
funny, forthcoming but ultimately secret personality.
Ernest Sirluck

The Man Behind a Very Brief CV
By Peter Moon

The death of Richard Outram, two years after the sudden
death of his wife Barbara Howard, has dealt the second half
of a double blow to the Club, the Canadian artistic
community, and their many friends. Together, for some
fifteen years, Richard and Barbara hugely enhanced the
intellectual and artistic life of the Club (and, for longer, of
Canada).
Richard was born in Oshawa of a tragedy-beset family and
educated in Leaside and at University of Toronto, graduating
in English and philosophy in 1953. He worked as a
stagehand, later as crew leader, for the BBC and CBC,
finding time between settings-up and dismantlings for what
he always described as an essential ingredient of his art,
thinking. He and Barbara married in 1957 and two years
later established the Gauntlet Press, which published many of
his books, beautifully designed and illustrated by Barbara and
almost always dedicated to her. The first appeared in 1959
and received no public attention. Similar silence greeted the
next half-dozen, saddening but not deterring Richard (and
infuriating Barbara). He knew his poetry was often difficult,
and that that, together with its usually traditional (and
therefore then unfashionable) form, made it much easier for
critics to ignore than to comprehend and appreciate it, but
he would not compromise his developing and increasingly
intricate art.
Very slowly an audience began to form; in 1986 the
National Library of Canada mounted an exhibition of his
work; in 1999 his Benedict Abroad won the Toronto Book
Award, and in the following years considerable critical
attention was given to his work, including a book-length
academic study. He was particularly pleased by the Club's
production in 1998 of a song-cycle based on his South of
North. He came to be in demand for readings, usually being
introduced as Canada's least-known major poet.
In 2002 Richard and Barbara moved to Port Hope, the
home of Richard's grandparents, where they hoped to pursue
their respective arts undistracted by the exigencies of city life,
4

L/Cpl. J.A.W. Whiteacre of Ottawa,
first year arts student,
who received the Military Medal from
Lord Alexander, the Governor General of Canada.
LCpl. Whiteacre's father,
who received the same decoration
in the First Great War, witnessed the ceremony.
J.A. William Whiteacre, like any good lawyer, can distill his
long life into a very business-like, one-page curriculum vitae
of only 22 lines; But what a life!
Bill was a 21-year-old Canadian soldier with the
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders in Germany
on March 25, 1945, when he found himself alone, facing a
continued on page 5
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farmhouse which had been converted
into a Hitler Youth Paratroop fortress
and protected by a series of trenches
with enemy soldiers in them. Private
Whiteacre was the only member of his
15-man platoon still alive.
Backed by a single tank which
trundled up in support, he attacked
the position single-handed, routed the
enemy and took eight prisoners,
including a German colonel and his
adjutant. His actions won him the
Military Medal for bravery in the
field. "I thought I was invincible," he
said recently.
Ten days later, he was shot in the
shoulder and the arm, ending his 90
days in combat. "I can remember every
single day as if it was yesterday," he said.
His wounds required operations in
the Netherlands, England and Canada
and left him with a slightly shortened
arm. Surgeons retrieved one of the
bullets and he turned it over to his
mother for safekeeping but she threw
it out in disgust. "She said: 'That
awful thing, awful thing. I couldn't
stand the sight of it.' I let her know I
was very disappointed."
After the war he continued his military career as a reservist and rose to
the rank of major with the 48th
Highlanders of Canada before retiring
in 1962 to concentrate on the legal
career he had begun.
He specialized in civil litigation. "I
loved being on my feet in a courtroom and I loved juries. I'm happy to
say juries liked me and if juries like
you, you are half way there."
One day in 1965 he got a phone call
from then Prime Minister John
Diefenbaker. "He said: 'Will you carry
myflag?'I ran in High Park and lost.
There were no Conservatives elected in
all of Toronto but I got the highest vote
of any Conservative candidate in all of
Metro Toronto, for what that's worth."
Asked to run in the next election,
he declined. "I had a little money
saved up, so I put in a swimming pool
in the back yard instead."

But he did move his law office to
the High Park area and is proud of
the lead role he played in creating the
Bloor West Village Business
Improvement Area in 1968 after he
obtained changes to Ontario's
municipal law. The Bloor West
Village BIA was the first of its kind in
the world.
Meanwhile, although he describes
his own cooking skills as "merely adequate," he discovered the joys and
pleasures of wines and food, a subject
on which he talks lovingly. "It's not
quantity, it's quality; not a lot, but the
best. I get a lot of enjoyment out of a
real gastronomic treat."
Currently president of the
International Wine and Food
Foundation of Canada, he writes and
lectures on wines and food and has
received international awards for his
work. He is an honorary life member
of the International Wine and Food
Society.

Bill retired from the practice of
law seven years ago but says retirement is far from boring. He has four
children and eight grandchildren. He
still skis as an honorary life member
of the Craigleith Ski Club at
Collingwood, has written two unproduced screenplays, and is an honorary
life director of the Empire Club of
Canada. He is also an honorary life
member of the Toronto and Regional
Conservation Authority.
Three years ago, he gave in to the
urgings of David and Constance
Briant, "who had been after me for
years," and joined the Arts and Letters
Club. He writes for the Spring Revue,
is founder of the Screenwriters Group,
a member of the House and Activities
committees, and conducts popular
wine tastings.
"The club is an important part of
me," he said. "I live next door in
Minto Plaza, so this is my local pub,
and a very enjoyable one, too."

LOOKING BACK

Five years ago the club staged a highly
successful fundraiser at St. Anne's
Anglican Church. Its purpose: to raise
money for the repair of the
magnificent murals created in 1923 by
five of our early members. Her
Excellency Governor General
Adrienne Clarkson, in order to

support our efforts, visited the church
a few days before the event, accompanied by her usual entourage. On the
night of the concert itself there was
standing-room only. We raised an
impressive $45,000. In his laudatory
continued on page 6
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article about the evening, The Globe and Mails Ray
Conlogue wrote that the club would no longer be seen as "a
relic of old Toronto which many people will be surprised to
learn still exists."
Since our earliest days, events at the club have, on
occasion, been reported in the press, which is not too
surprising, given the number of journalists among our
members. This no doubt explains why, shortly after the
Club's first meeting in March 1908, the excellent Canadian
Magazine reported on "a recent gathering of gentlemen in
Toronto," where "the importance of art in its various
aspects" was discussed. Perhaps this item hit the press
because that magazine's editor was charter member Newton
MacTavish. There were others: Gus Bridle was with the
general interest magazine, Canadian Courier, and later
served as drama and music critic for the Toronto Star. Our
M.O. Hammond was for three decades the Globes literary
editor, while Peter McArthur was a popular journalist and a
humorous essayist. Five of the first six editors of the weekly
Saturday Night were early members, including the
formidable Hector Charlesworth. So, while the club did
not expressly seek notice in the press, no one seemed unduly
concerned when such notices appeared.
Our third president George Locke (1910-12) insisted
that the Arts and Letters was not a club like the others—
declaring that it "must exist in an atmosphere of social
service that will promote individual pleasure as well as
social well-being." Members, on the whole, agreed.
Certainly no one seemed upset when the Toronto Star in
December 1913 featured Wilfrid Laurier's visit to the Club,
calling it "one of the most pleasant days in Toronto ever
spent by a former prime minister."
When, in 1943, the Club began encouraging arts
organizations to press for federal funding, a venture
prompting several jaunts to Ottawa and, eventually, the
founding of the Canada Council, many planning meetings
were held at the Club and were widely covered by the
media. In June 1945, we actually held a press conference in
the lounge in order to promote the idea of a Canadian
National Theatre!
And so it has continued. Recent years have seen articles
by Donald Jones in the Toronto Star; by Joe Fiorito in the
National Post; laudatory coverage in all the Toronto papers
of our highly successful St. Anne's fundraiser; and a fine
Rogers documentary, Structures. As well, thousands of
visitors arrive for our annual Doors Open days, and
thousands more visit our web site every month. Is anyone
really surprised that we now enjoy the largest membership
in our history?

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee at its meeting of Monday
17th January 2005 confirmed by motion duly made,
seconded, and carried the following Terms of Reference
for the Activities Committee.
1. In consultation with the General Manager to
coordinate the scheduling and booking of all Club
activities and to allocate Club space.
2. Provide timely reports on all bookings to the Club
Officers, the LAMPSletter Editor(s), and the
General Manager.
3. Hold timely meetings, preferably monthly, and
circulate minutes of them to the Activities
Committee members, the Club Officers, and the
General Manager.
4. Appoint the Chair and Members of the following
committees: Boar's Head; Children's Christmas
Party; New Year's Eve; Burns Night; St Valentine's
Day Dinner; LAMPSweek; Garden Party.
The role of the Activities Committee is to coordinate all
Club events and functions to ensure there are no conflicts
and overlaps. All committee and group chairs and
planners of all disciplines have to give notice of all plans
for events of any kind whether for Members only or open
to guests to the Activities Committee BEFORE they
book space with the General Manager. Ordinary regular,
casual, or ad hoc Committee or Group meetings do
NOT have to be approved by the Activities Committee
beforehand. Changing dates for events can cause a great
deal of bad feelings with other committees or groups if
they feel their event is being overshadowed or hijacked.
David Skene-Melvin,
Secretary, Activities Committee

OUTDOOR SKETCHING GROUP

We wish to extend our warmest thanks to Jocelyn Shaw who
arranged and invited us to sketch at Campbell House on
Jan. 29. It was a most intriguing day.
If anyone is able to host a Saturday in May please let me
know.
Information on the next two sketching events is available
on the bar piano. Come and sketch any displayed object of
interest at The Royal Ontario Museum on Saturday, March 5th.
The countryside surrounding Bridgewater Retreat and Art
Margaret McBurney School is very inspirational for whatever your art form is. So
join us on April 1 weekend for an out of town get away. All
This is another glimpse back through the Clubsfirst100 years.
club members are welcome. Please call Gwen Jones at
A comprehensive history of the Club will be published in 2008
416-698-6025 to put your name on the list.
to celebrate our centenary.

Visual Arts News

Ode to the Misfits

Feb. 14 2005-March 14 2005

By Rod Carruthers

En Plein Air Show ongoing
March 14 2005-Apri111 2005

Julian Mulock Solo Show
April 11 2005-May 9 2005

John Joy Solo Show
2005-June6

Kathy Dolgy Ludwig Solo Show
Upcoming "Self Portrait Revisited"—your self portrait, in
any style and medium, done within last 2 years. Scheduled
for June 6th.
NOTE: We are looking for the purchaser of a work done by
Monica Uesson-Talbak, entitled "Thespian," which was on
show in Dec—Jan.
Purchasers, please remember to put your name on the back
of the card beside the painting when purchasing a work.
Also, guests of members are welcome to purchase works.
NOTE: THE ART COMMITTEE is working towards
having concurrent shows: we have a long list for shows.
Any questions or ideas? Marjut Nousiainen (chair) at
905-889-2902.

When cautiously I crept into these halls
And took my place with others in the crowd,
I hoped my beauty would be praised aloud
And I, with pride, would hang upon these walls.
Alas, fair fate forsook my fortune's fame
And banished was I deep beneath the stair
To sit, sulk, pine and mope in deep despair
And wonder how this lot upon me came.
Yet as I pondered in the dark I came
To know I'd always been of different hue.
Oh why, mused I, should this be cause for shame?
Henceforth to mine own self would I be true.
Next time, brash and bold I'll have the gall
To break out of this closet and hang in the Great Hall!
The Member's Profile raffle for a free dinner at the Club has
been won by E. Robert Hunter. He is at 95 years of age a life
member and also the longest serving member of the Club.
We can't think of anyone more appropriate! Since he lives in
West Palm Beach, perhaps someone travelling that way will
bring him the prize as a picnic.

The E-mail Policy recently approved by the

June Garden Party
Needs a garden (large enough for 70 people)
Any volunteers call Activities Committee
Cherry Carnon 416 920-4557 or Naomi at the Club

Executive Committee was: general interest e-mails
will come from Naomi with the President's or
Communications Committee chair's approval.
Special interest e-mails will circulate among
special interest groups' e-mailing lists.

Opportunity at the A&L
The Art Committee is in the process of reorganizing the
method by which art exhibitions enter the building, are
juried, installed, and leave the building. This happens 10-12
times a year and involves hundreds of works. This is a good
opportunity to be involved in the Club, have an interesting
time and meet other members. "Know how" is not important
as there will be training sessions later in the year. New and
newish members are especially welcome.
Jim Hubbard 416-487-7263
Editors:
Guest Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang
Mary Nersessian
Merav Hoffman

WHAT'S ON IN MARCH
Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on
Tuesday, March 8, at 4 p.m.
in the library

MR. WILLIAM WHITEACRE
will speak on
"Petrarch and His Influence on English Poetry."
Don't miss this important and insightful address.
For further information, please call
Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922.

WHAT'S ON IN MARCH
Members' Dinner
Thursday, March 17

THE HON. ROBERT K. RAE# P.C# O.C, O.ONT., Q.C

Music Wednesdays
Wednesday, March 2

ANDREW AARONS, piano
Andrew Aarons has won a sheaf of prizes.
This will be his fourth welcome appearance at the Club.
Wednesday, March 9

JOEL KATZ, bass and HELENA BOWKUN, piano
Two popular faculty members of
the Royal Conservatory of Music
Wednesday, March 16

JESSE CLARK, baritone
In addition to his Canadian engagements, this Opera School
graduate has been active in England and the United States.
Wednesday, March 23

ROGER YUEN, piano
This Canadian Music Competitions prize-winner has played
concertos with the Calgary Philharmonic,
the Toronto Sinfonietta and
the Northumberland Symphony Orchestra.
Wednesday, March 30

ROB SPADEY, clarinet; ELESHAR PAULOS, violin;
and CHRIS MIRANDA, piano
Renowned pianist Patricia Parr has been coaching this
young trio. They will perform Bartok's "Contrastes."
"Federalism and Its Enemies"
Born in Ottawa in 1948, Bob Rae served as Ontario's 21 st
Premier, and was elected eight times to federal and
provincial parliaments before his retirement from politics in
1996. He has a B A and an LLB. from the University of
Toronto and was a Rhodes Scholar from Ontario in 1969.
He obtained a B.Phil, degree from Oxford University in 1971.
He is the recipient of several honourary doctorates
from Canadian Universities as well as the
Law Society of Upper Canada.
Mr. Rae is a panel member of the Canadian Internal Trade
Disputes Tribunal, and is on the international commercial
arbitrators list of the Canadian Council for International
Business. Currently Mr. Rae is conducting a review of the
design and funding of the Ontario post secondary
education system for the Ontario Government.
Other organizations with which Mr. Rae is connected
include the International Council of the Asia Society and the
Pierre Elliot Trudeau Foundation. He is Chairman of the
Institute for Research on Public Policy, and national
Chairman of the Canadian Unity Council. He served as Chief
Negotiator of the Canadian Red Cross Society in its
restructuring. Mr. Rae's interest in the performing arts, and
especially music, is borne out by the fact that he is Chairman
Emeritus of the Royal Conservatory of Music and past Chair
of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. In addition, he is also a
keen amateur musician playing both piano and guitar.
Mr. Rae is married to Arlene Perly Rae and they have three
daughters.

Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voice mail)

Film Night with Brad Darch
Friday, March 11

DOUGLAS SIRK'S
WRITTEN ON THE WIND (1956)
Long before such trendy TV soap-operas such as
The O.C. or Desperate Housewives,
there were the melodramas of Douglas Sirk.
Initially a B-Movie director, Sirk graduated to
large A-List pictures at Universal-International.
From here, he created some of his most sensational and
controversial Technicolor-drenched masterpieces.
Written on the Wind tells the tale of a Texas oil magnate who
is brought down by the greed and excess of his spoiled
children. The cast is truly unique: Rock Hudson (Giant),
Lauren Bacall (The Big Sleep), Robert Stack (from TV's The
Untouchables) and Dorothy Malone (who won an Oscar for
her performance). Come and decide for yourself if this film
is, as one newspaper wrote in 1956,".. .the frankest motion
picture ever made."
Bar, 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223 ext. 2

WHAT'S ON IN MARCH
Club Nights
Monday, March 7

Monday, March 14

TWO JOURNALISTS AND AN AUTHOR INTERACT

PAPERFOLDS

PETER MOON was a journalist for 38 years, most of which
was as an investigative reporter with The Globe and Mail.
He survived a number of arrests, several physical assaults
and death threats, numerous libel actions, and won some
awards, including a Michener Award for Public Service
Journalism. He is now, at 70, the oldest sergeant in the
Canadian Forces and the public affairs ranger for
3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol Group.
ROSEMARY AUBERT, internationally-acclaimed author
of the Ellis Portal mystery series, is also a criminologist,
working as a judge's deputy in the Ontario Superior Court of
Justice. Rosemary has extensive experience in all areas of
book editing—from story conception, to manuscript
evaluation, to manuscript marketing, and the promotion of
the finished book. Rosemary will talk about some of the
perils of the writing life and, given her strong oral skills, will
create a lively interchange with her fellow speakers.
PHILIP MATHIAS was an investigative journalist for 45
years with various magazines, The Financial Post and the
CBCs Fifth Estate. He has written on everything from
religion, to cheese making, to stock fraud. He was almost
the first Canadian journalist to travel into Mao Tse-Tung's
China in 1971. He broke the Airbus scandal in 1995, and has
survived a confrontation with the Argentine army, the
blandishments of Soviet spies, and the intense boredom of
writing about accounting. He hails from England's West
Country. Since retirement, he has written a literary
appreciation of Christianity.

An exhibition of Julian Mulock's paintings on paper and
canvas on a theme of paper collage. These new works,
mostly executed over the last eighteen months, take literal
interpretations into the realm of the abstract. All will be
explained during a lighthearted, illustrated talk on the
occasion of the Club Night opening.
Monday, March 21

HEALEY WILLAN SINGERS

Literary Tables
Tuesday, March 1

PROF. DENNIS DUFFY
"George Crofts: the man who bought and brought the ages
home for C.T. Currelly of the R.O.M."
Tuesday, March 8
DR. ELIZABETH ABBOTT "Meeting Mistresses"
Tuesday, March 15
PROF. GUY HAMEL "The Instability of Hamlef
Tuesday, March 22

PROF. ALAN AKERMAN
"Lillian Hellman's Language Lessons"

Named in honour of Dr. Healey Willan,
grand man of Canadian music and a past-president of the
Arts and Letters Club, the Singers are Canada's first
professional youth choir. They are conducted by Ron
Cheung, conductor of the Toronto Mendelssohn Youth
Choir, artistic director of Voices and conductor of the
Newman Centre Chapel Choir.
Please reserve club nights
with Naomi at ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $16.50 payable at the door

Writers' Table
On Friday March 4 at 12 noon,

Tuesday, March 29

MARVYNEJENOFF

PROF. MELBA CUDDY KEANE
"Mrs. Woolfs Missouri Farm Boy"

will be speaking on the subject of
"Adventures in being published."

Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voice mail)

For more information please call
Jack McQuaig 416-485-9289

March 2005
Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday
i

2

Literary Committee
Meeting, 11:00 a.m.
Literary Table Lunch,
12:00 Noon
Singers, 5:00 p.m.,
Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal
Screenwriters,
6:00 p.m.

6
Spring
Show
Rehearsal
Painters,
Studio

7
Art Committee
Meeting,
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
6:30 p.m.,
Dinner

Literary Table
Lunch, 12:00 Noon
Singers, 5:00 p.m.,
Studio
Poetry Group,
4:00 p.m., Library
Spring Show
Rehearsal

13
Painters,
Studio

14
Club Night,
6:30 p.m.,
Dinner

15

20
Painters,
Studio

21

22

27
Painters,
Studio

28
CLUB
CLOSED

8

Literary Table
Lunch, 12:00
Noon
Singers,
5:00 p.m., Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal

Executive
Committee
Meeting,
5:15 p.m.
Club Night,
6:30 p.m.,
Dinner

Literary Table,
12:00 Noon
Singers,
5:00 p.m.,
Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal

29
Literary Table
Lunch, 12:00
Noon
Singers,
5:00 p.m., Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal

Next Issue Deadline:
March 11,2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date are clearly
marked on all submissions.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to one of our new editors (e-mail
preferred to mailbox submissions).
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

Music Committee
Meeting,
10:45 a.m.
Music Wednesday
Lunch,
12:00 Noon
Painters, Studio

9
Music Wednesday
Lunch, 12:00 Noon
Painters
Activities
Committee
Meeting, 5:00 p.m.
Gelber Dinner,
6:30 p.m.

16
Music Wednesday
Lunch, 12:00 Noon
History
Committee,
Library
Painters, Studio
Playreading
Group, 7:00 p.m.

23
Music
Wednesday
Lunch, 12:00
Noon
Painters,
Studio

30

Friday

3
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

4

10
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

11

17

18

Members
Dinner,
7:00 p.m.
Spring Show
Rehearsal

24
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

Saturday
5

TGIF Lunch,
12:00 Noon
Writers Table,
12:00 Noon,
Board Room
Painters, Studio

TGIF Lunch,
12:00 Noon
Painters Studio
Film Night with
Brad Darch,
Dinner,
6:30 p.m.

TGIF Lunch,
12:00 Noon
LAMPSIetter

stuffing
Painters
Studio

25
CLUB
CLOSED

12
Art
Hanging
Spring
Show
Rehearsal
19
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

26
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

31

Painters,
Studio
Music
Wednesday
Lunch,
12:00 Noon

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: www.interlog.com/-artslets/
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President's Remarks
February is supposed to be a dull,
uninspiring month. Not so at the Club.
Jean Crawford and Marjut Nousiainen
arranged a stunning Valentine's Day
Dinner on February 14, which was really
well attended and which not only marked
the opening of the en plein air show, but
also had a presentation on "The Heart of
Writing" by handwriting analyst Elaine
Charal. Afterwards, anyone who wished
could have their handwriting read by her,
and many brave ones did!
A week later, this was followed by a most successful LAMPSweek,
which ended on Friday, February 25. On that same day, at
lunchtime, the Total Access Project was deemed completed and was
officially opened with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. Past-president
John Irwin inaugurated the chair lift. The ceremony was attended by
Jack Dudley and Rick Byun from the Trillium Foundation, Sean
Fraser from the Ontario Heritage Foundation, and our local
councillor, Kyle Rae. Our MPP, George Smitherman, was
represented by Wendy Ground. At a small luncheon following, the
Club was able to thank those supporters and members who
contributed to its successful completion: in particular, the three who
made it all possible—^Vice-President (House), Jim Webster, who
oversaw the whole project, and Bill Buchanan and Jean Crawford
who headed the campaign to raise the money needed.
The month of March came in like a lion, both weatherwise and at
the Club. On Wednesday, March 9, the efforts of the (soon to be
renamed) Gelber Group were amply rewarded. The sell-out
presentation on the two United States' warships that sank in Canadian
waters in 1812 was excellent. Prior to the Gelber evening, The Globe
and Mail published a long article on the ships in its March 5 edition,
the media efforts of Peter Moon bearing fruit without breaking the
Club's tradition of not being named.
The deadline for this LAMPSletter doesn't allow for comments
on the Members' Dinner to be held on Thursday, March 17, St.
Patrick's Day, at which Bob Rae is to speak. As this is one of the last
dinners that Charlotte Norcop has organized, she must be thanked
for her supreme efforts in obtaining excellent speakers for these
dinners. Hers is a hard act to follow, but the Club always seems to
find willing(?) successors, and we look forward to future memorable
dinners.
The Spring Show continues in rehearsal, and members are
reminded to book early with Naomi Hunter.
Peter Hart

Opening!
April 26th
Tjbrough
Jbril 3,0th. 2005
Bar Opens- 6.00 pm
Dinner - - - 615 pm
Showtime-8,00 pm

(limited seating)
0 per person

Members News

New Members

After April 17, The Grange at the AGO
will be closed to the public for about
three and a half years. Consequently,
Jack Carr will at that time wrap up his
performances of: Scandal at the Grange in
his role of the real-life and long-term
butler, William Chin. These tell the
story of the families who lived in The
Grange from its beginnings in 1817 to
1910, after which it was deeded over to
the Art Museum of Toronto, now the
AGO. The first master of The Grange
was a member of the Family Compact,
the second was a rascal, and the third
was the respected and highly
opinionated professor and journalist
Goldwin Smith. The final performances
will take place on April 6, 8, 14 and 17.

Bill Garret* is a co-owner of Borealis
Records, with a background in music at
Sir George William University and in
business administration at Algonquin
College. A professional
musician/songwriter since 1968, Bill
was a CBC producer, host and
executive during 1977 to 1995. He has
had experience at the Mariposa Folk
Festival, World's Fair in Osaka, and the
Nordring Radio Music Festival in the
U.K. He wants to meet kindred people
at the Arts and Letters Club. Sponsored
by Larry Lake and Julian Mulock.

Congratulations to member Melissa
Skorayko for her mention in
Marketing Magazine. In a recent issue,
she was mentioned in the article
entitled "Ones to Watch: Marketing's
Next Generation," lauding people
under 30 who are going places in the
Canadian marketing scene. The
candidates were chosen from marketing
organizations, agencies and media,
based on market innovation, financial
clout and influence/leadership.
Elizabeth Berry is welcoming any Club
members to attend her three-day-long
workshops in watercolours, which are
suitable for beginners or more advanced.
They will take place at the Arts and
Letters Club in the third-floor studio on
April 4, 7 and 9. For more information
call 416-69^0295 or e-mail
elizabethberry@elizabethberry. com.
David Skene-Melvin was the guest
speaker at the 243rd Regimental
Dinner of the Royal Regiment of
Canada at the Royal Regiment of
Canada Warrant Officers' and
Sergeants' Mess, Fort York Armoury, on
Saturday, March 12, 2005. His talk was
on the murder of the prominent
Canadian politician John Sheridan
Hogan in Toronto on December 1,
1859, from his work-in-progress
Hogtown Homicides: 200 years of
interesting Toronto murders, 1800—2000.
Keron Platt was in attendance.
2
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Ian Campbell Sanderson, after
obtaining a BSc, trained in acting at
The Drama Studio London at Berkley.
He is a member of ACTRA, SAG and
AFTRA and has a list of credits with
such companies as PLS and CanStage,
as well as leading parts in several film
and TV productions. With interests in
architecture, design, ceramics and
painting, Ian says, "This is a club
where like-minded people get together
for fellowship and challenging
discussions." Sponsored by Karina
Rammell and Patricia Harvie.
Hildy Stollery has recently retired
from OISE, where she had been a
Senior Lecturer since 1967. She is
interested in drama, speech arts,
theatre, music and writing. She recently
acted in a play called Bush Ladies,
playing the part of Catherine Parr
Traill. She is currently writing a book
with a companion documentary film
about the Second World War. Hildy
wishes to join the Club for intellectual
exchange and camaraderie. Sponsored
by Jack McQuaig and Margo Hunt.
Anne Moore is a fundraising consultant
who is interested in both the visual and
performing arts. She enjoys the arts and
activities of the Arts and Letters Club
and feels that membership in the Club
will broaden her interests. Sponsored by
Bill Buchanan and Zora Buchanan.

Editors:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang
Mary Nersessian
Angela Wingfield

Obituaries
Isaac Pfaff, 1920-2005
A native of South Africa, Isaac Pfaff
was forced to leave in 1964 because
of writing anti-apartheid plays. The
themes of human rights and
compassion were woven through his
writing. His interest in the Club was
mainly with the Theatre committee,
and many of us enjoyed the variety
show he produced at the Club, using
his high school students.
We offer our condolences to member
Elizabeth King whose husband Mr.
Stanley King has recently passed away.
Communications is developing a list
of events that were videotaped for
viewing by members and researchers.
If you are interested, the list is kept
in Archives in the grey storage
cupboard. Camera DV tapes will be
converted to VHS tapes for viewing
within the week. Conversion will be
done to DVD upon request and at a
minimal cost, but this is timeconsuming, so allow for this. At the
end of the year Archives will decide
what tapes to keep or convert.

Reminder
from the President
Unfortunately there was an untoward
incident recently when a member, in
the presence of others, vociferously
berated a senior member of our staff
over the prices being charged, and
threatened further action. This type
of conduct by a Club member is
intolerable, reprehensible and
forbidden.
I remind members that all
complaints regarding service and food
should be directed, in writing, to the
Vice-President (House) with copies to
the President and General Manager.
The House Committee will then deal
with such complaints.
Peter R. Hart, President

LOOKING BACK

"GEORGIUS PINXIT" means " George painted it," a
once-customary method of signing a work of art.
Today Reid's lunette appears (to my untrained eye) to be
suffering from eighty-five years' worth of smoke and neglect
which is not surprising given our temperamental furnace and
the countless dinners and cultural events held in the Great
Hall when members happily settled around the fireplace to
enjoy their cigarettes, pipes, and cigars. One wonders if an
expert cleaning would help. It would indeed be good to see
the lunette restored to its original splendour as seen by
Massey et al. who rose, glasses in hand, to salute our Viking
ship, "the open sea and the great adventure."
Margaret McBurney

A few months after the club moved to Elm Street in late 1920,
George Reid, then Chair of the Art Committee, was asked to
paint a small lunette for the space high above the proscenium
in our newly-renovated Great Hall. We can still see our
cherished logo, a "Viking ship, with sails full spread before the
rising sun," up there, albeit somewhat the worse for wear.
When looking at this example of Reid s work, its difficult
to believe that he was a superb mural painter. He had painted
murals for the Old City Hall in the 1890s and later for the
Royal Ontario Museum and Jarvis Collegiate.
As a past President of the Royal Canadian Academy, he
had helped to establish the Art Gallery of Ontario and the
National Gallery. His paintings can still be seen in both these
institutions. He also founded the Ontario College of Art
where, at the time he tackled the lunette, he was serving as
Principal. Reid was unquestionably one of the most
influential men in the artistic life of this country.
At a members* dinner in late January 1922, President
Vincent Massey launched into some lighthearted doggerel in
Reid s honour:
Upon this wall I ask you all to see
In all its freshness—done recently—
A scene that has been generously painted
By one with whom we all are well acquainted,
Who to this Club has long since given his heart;
Who was the founder of a School of Art;
Who for this year by common vote has been;
Chosen to hold the honoured post of Dean
Of Painters in this Club—and, well, indeed,
You probably have guessed; George Agnew Reid.
The placid beauty of the situation
Suggests that test of one's intoxication
But now the hour has come when we're agreed
To give our grateful thanks to Mr. Reid.
So Button, sirrah, seek him in the crowd!
If singers have more songs let them sing loud!
Place him upon a chair and bear him round
Accompanied by every form of sound!
This is the Toast for everyone who drinks it
It s Latin, I may tell you,—GEORGIUS PINXIT

This is another glimpse back through the Clubs first 100 years.
A comprehensive history of the Club will be published in 2008 to
celebrate our centenary.

The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
and friends of the late

Barbara Howard, RCA, and Richard Outram
invite you to join us in

A CELEBRATION of
RICHARD and BARBARA
Friday, April 1, 2005, 4:00 p.m.

Among those paying tribute to two of our Club's most
honoured members: Margaret McBurney, Ted Kotcheff,
Julian Mulock, Alberto Manguel, Anne Corkett, Frances
Gage, Rosemary Kilbourn, Glen Mallory, Fiona Newman,
Peter Sanger, Peter Newman, and Ernest Sirluck.
Richard Outram, 1930-2005
Can cold kill words
Or does it hold them still
Preserved like love
On paper?
Alexander Leggatt
April 2005 3

Handy Club Phone
System Tips

Looking back at
LAMPSweek

• To leave advance reservations, as
soon as the phone picks up, hit "2"
on your phone and you will be
directed straight to the Reservations
voice mailbox. All reservations left
there will be collected generally
within half a day of being left and
will be confirmed by Naomi
Hunter, usually within 24 hours
unless you specify that there is no
need for a response.

The success of LAMPSweek was due to
the skills of the different convenors.
Thanks to Patricia Tompkins, who
persuaded Robin Engelman to bring the
University of Toronto Faculty of Music
Percussion Ensemble, the week opened
on Monday evening with a bang!
The Literary Table, at its wellestablished Tuesday luncheon, hosted
our Lieutenant-Governor, His Honour
James Bartleman, together with his
aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel
Hubel, and two security men. Carol
McGirr, having made this event
possible, introduced him and he gave
us the opportunity to get to know the
very interesting man behind the
figurehead and his efforts in obtaining
books (over 1.2 million) for Northern
communities.
The Wednesday Architectural
luncheon speaker was the result of
Robert Glover's professional efforts.
The illustrated talk by Adrian Dicastri
gave insights into problems faced by
architects in developing a very tight
site, that of the new Terrence
Donnelly Centre for Cellular and
Biomedical Research at the University
of Toronto.
John Ryerson, Curator of the Varley
Art Gallery in Markham, spoke at the
Thursday luncheon about the gallery
and its collection. Marjut Nousiainen
arranged this event. The President, on
behalf of the Club, presented the
Gallery with a copy of Varley's portrait
of Past-president Vincent Massey.
LAMPSweek wound up with a
rousing "Hurrah," courtesy of Ruth
Morawetz and those, Heather
Cumine, Michael Hartley, John
Illingworth, Debbie Plaquin, John
Rammell, Betty Trott and Michael
Spence, who made the Cole Porter
evening a great success. Two more
performances of Cole Porter Tonight
were given to appreciative audiences
on the Saturday and Sunday following
the Friday evening show that
concluded LAMPSweek.

• Any events that cost $25 or more
per person need to be paid ahead of
time. In this case, specify whether
Naomi can charge to a credit card
number on file, or whether you
intend to send a cheque ahead of
the event.
• Events that cost under $25 can be
paid for at the bar or at the door,
with cash, cheque, Visa or
MasterCard.
• If you want to discuss the
arrangements with Naomi or check
whether an event is close to being
sold out before inviting guests,
select "3" instead of "2" and it will
ring her desk. If Naomi does not
immediately pick up, you can leave
her a message and she will get back
to you, usually within the hour.
• If Naomi is picking up messages
from the voicemail system at the
same time as a call is coming in, the
phone may continue to skip to the
voicemail system. In this case, hit
option "2" and leave a message
there.
• If it's urgent, and you need to cancel
a reservation for a popular event,
then hit "0" for Operator and
Naomi will usually try to pick up
the call, even if she is on another
line.
• Otherwise, to reach Naomi via
e-mail, try her at artslets@istar.ca
• If Naomi is away, as she will be for
about a week from this April 11,
Cassandra Rutherford will be in to
take up her duties.
4

April 2005

Peter Hart, President

How to Offer
Material for Inclusion
in the Scrapbook
(THE SCRAPBOOK IS N O W
HOUSED PERMANENTLY IN
T H E LIBRARY.)
The procedure is quite simple.
Submissions should be
. placed in the RIGHT HAND (not
the left hand) drawer of the
Scrapbook stand,
. or given to me personally,
. or put in my mailbox slot,
. or given to Naomi,
. or given to Archives marked as for
Scrapbook.
For the moment, I, or whoever is
directly responsible for the layout, design
and pasting-up of the Scrapbook,
forward to Archives any material
unsuitable for the Scrapbook (but of
historical interest to the Club) or
material in excess of requirements. All
and anything that deals with Club events
(notices, programmes, etc.) and the
activities of Members both within and
without (especially the latter) is wanted:
notices and articles in newspapers and
magazines, invitations to art shows and
gallery openings, theatre and concert
programmes and reviews, etc.
The policy is equally simple. The
purpose of the Scrapbook is to
conserve ephemeral material about
(i) the Club and all Club events, and
(ii) the activities of past and present
members both within and without
the Club.
The Scrapbook reports to Archives,
being a sub-division thereof.
David Skene-Melvin,
Scrapbook Custodian

Postcard from Mexico
For those Club members seeking an
escape from winter s grip while seeking a
place rich in art, culture and heritage,
San Miguel de Allende (SMA) may be
the answer. It lies near the continental
divide in central Mexico, far from the
Wal-Mart shopping plazas and beaches,
continued on page 5

Postcard from Mexico
continuedfrom page 4

and three and a half hours by first-class
bus north of Mexico City. SMA is one
of the prettiest colonial towns with
seventeenth-century, Baroque
architecture, rich in history, cobblestone
streets, pastel colours and some of the
best sunsets over the surrounding
foothills. There are no fast food outlets,
neon signs, billboards or traffic lights.
It is a destination of choice for
many retired snowbirds. The foreign
community of thousands are mostly
people with a keen interest in the
various arts.
The arts and letters scene is wide and
varied. This week, for example, the local
Atencion, a weekly bilingual newspaper,
highlights events ranging from more
than a dozen visual art show openings
in various private galleries, lectures on
global justice issues, a chamber music
concert, expert insight into folk art,
some of the best foreign films (e.g., The
Circle, a portrait of women in Iran),
through to "Against the Odds: Music of
the Holocaust" (a combined lecture and
concert), a jazz fest, a writers' workshop
on poetry, to the live stage production
of Bonaparte's Women.

For me as a visual artist, our casa
has a studio where I can produce my
watercolours or reshape my prints
developed last week at a workshop on
traditional printmaking. My husband
and I attended a lecture and film
entitled "Canvas of War" with
Leonard Brooks, ACA, the famous
Second World War artist and former
Club member. Subsequently, we were
invited to his casa and studio for a
private viewing and discussion.
Sandra Walton-Ball,
Professional Out of Town Member

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
(M. Nousiainen, Chair)
The Art Committee hosted the
Valentine's Event, and we shared in
our love for the arts and for being
together. The En Plein Air Show
opened the same evening. John
Ryerson of the Varley Gallery in
Unionville was a great speaker for our
LAMPSweek luncheon. Special thanks
to Joan Dubros for her invaluable
input for getting our guest speakers.

Our Shows:
Julian Mulocks Solo Show runs to
April 9, 2005.
April 11-May 7, John Joy's Solo Show
Also April 11—May 7: Got some
works of small gems? Concurrently,
with John Joy's Solo Show, artists are
asked to bring in Miniatures, image
size no more than 4" x 6", outer
measurement of frame not to exceed
10" x 12". Bring your work in by
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 9. All
mediums. Photographers welcome.
Max. 3 works per artist.
Thanks to John Joy for allowing us
to realize a first step towards sharing of
Lounge wall space.
May 9—June 4, Katherine Dolgy
Ludwig s Solo Show
June 6, Self Portrait Show. This will be
exciting, and we look forward to your
imaginative approaches. Any style, any
medium (photo, collage, sculpture,
etc.). Does not have to be recent
work. This will be non-juried. Portrait
Society members will be our guests on
opening night!
A poem that was presented at our
Small Works show last October follows
in the next column.

Artwork Credits
Page 1: Presidents drawing by Dennis Rose; Graphic, courtesy of Rose Marie Condon
Page 3: Photo of Richard Outram and Barbara Howard by Jay Jelinek; Photo of
George Reid as a young man courtesy of the Club Archives and Ontario
Archives
Page 7: Photo of Norman Jewison's new book, courtesy of Key Porter Books;
Photo of John Joy, courtesy of John Joy

"City Images" by Richard Thorman
(inspired by "City Image" painting by
Zora Buchanan)
Bathed in warm colours
of a Mediterranean sunset
houses cling to seaside slopes
like young children in need
of maternal closeness.
What a cornucopia of tales
could be compiled through time
from the public and intimate details
of all manner of saints and sinners
whose lives graced the premises.
Under each roof the cacophony
of voices and noises still reverberates
in the silence of diminished sound waves
and wisps of residual outbursts of passion
and feelings cloaked in imagination.
For those who are inclined to search
for their roots, an extended holiday
in the Old World ambience of areas
inhabited by generations of family
can often yield contemporary kin.
Such is the power and magic
of a painting that it can evoke
a plethora of memories and
provide inspiration for an
outpouring in poetic format.

Outdoor
Sketching Group
Our outing will be hosted on Saturday,
May 14, at Maijut Nousiainen s
home, Old Thornhill. Walk to Pond
and to the Thoreau MacDonald
Property. New members, come and
join us! Potluck lunch. Come early to
draw/paint. Map and details on grand
piano in the Lounge. Call Gwen Jones
for information at 416-698-6025.
Club member and working artist Joan
Holben is offering a free two-hour
lecture and demonstration on acrylic
paints, mediums, gels and grounds.
Learn how to extend the lifespan of
your paint to save money! The lecture
is scheduled for Saturday, April 16, at
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. If you are
interesting in attending, please let
Andrew Sookrah know as soon as
possible, at 416-968-1732 at ext. 226.
April 2005
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WHAT'S ON IN APRIL
Members' Dinner
Joe Berridge, a founding member of Urban Strategies,
has played a key role in some of the largest and most
complex urban regeneration projects in Canada, the U.S.
and the U.K. He was an advisor on the development of the
World Financial Center in New York and of Canary Wharf in
London, and master planner for the waterfronts of Nassau
(Bahamas) and San Juan (Puerto Rico). Recently, he has been
helping shape the future of the Toronto waterfront,
providing advice to both the City and the Toronto
Waterfront Revitalization Corporation.

Film Night with Brad Darch
Friday, April 8

THE ART OF THE SHORT FILM III:
AN ARTIST'S STRUGGLE
As a follow-up to last year's successful short film festivals, we
present another series of masterpieces. This time, the focus
rests on two sides of the artist: those who struggle to bring a
vision to existence and those who struggle to continue their
existence as artists. Works will include:

THE HOLLYWOOD TEN (1956)

Berridge was born in Wales in 1946 and received his
bachelor of arts degree, Social Studies, from the University
of Sussex, U.K. He received his master of arts degree in
Urban Geography from the University of Toronto in 1971.

Blunt and courageous.
Examines the unjust persecution of a group of film artists
convicted and given prison terms for supposed Communist
sympathies. Made as a public plea for opposition against
the infamous House Committee on Un-American Activities.

Joe has played a major role in the regeneration of
Manchester, U.K., as strategic advisor to the reconstruction
after the 1996 city centre bombing. More recently, he has
prepared regeneration plans for two decayed districts. He
has undertaken similar downtown planning assignments in
St. Louis, Detroit and Niagara Falls (NY). His development
plans for Silvertown Quays and Canada Water, the large
sites in the London Docklands, recently won intense design
and development competitions.

A chronicle of the awesome efforts made by international
artists, Christo and Jeanne-Claude, to erect a 40 km white
curtain across the private properties of Californian ranchers.
"Running Fence shows America at its very best
I was moved quite literally to tears."
(John Walker, director, National Gallery)
Bar, 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50. Screening, free
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223, ext. 2

Joe's paper on the failure of Canadian cities to reinvest has
helped focus media and political attention on this important
issue. He has lectured at universities in Canada and the U.S.
and has served on many urban design award and
competition juries. He was professional advisor for the
design competitions for Dundas Square in Toronto and
Exchange Square in Manchester. He is a Director of the
Toronto Board of Trade and was made a Fellow of the
Canadian Institute of Planners in 2002.

RUNNING FENCE (1978)

Literary Tables
April 5-B1LLWHITEACRE
"I remember A. M.Klein"
In 1946, A. M. Klein taught the second of his only two
courses in poetry at McGill University.
BILL WHITEACRE WAS THERE.
April! 2 - J O H N T W O M E Y
"Shaw's Pygmalion: From Ovid to the Oscars"

Music Wednesdays
Wednesday, April 6

ALLISON WIEBE, piano
A return engagement for this talented young artist
Wednesday, April 13

CHRIS DONNELLY, jazz pianist
Finally a jazz concert at the Club!
Don't miss this rising young star!
Wednesday, April 20

MARGARET MARRIS, contralto
JOHN JULL, piano
Popular Club performer Jull brings the gifted English
contralto in a programme featuring Elgar's Sea Pictures.
Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
6
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April 1 9 - A N D R E A MOST
"Making Americas"
The Broadway Musical—Oklahoma with sound bites
April 2 6 - M I C H A E L MCKEOWN
"Samuel Pepys, the Reluctant Survivor"
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

WILLIAM AIDE
Friday April 22nd 2005,1:45-2:45 p.m. in the great hall
Sea Voyage with Pigs:

readings by pianist William Aide from his book of poems,
interspersed with selected musical interludes
from Chopin Preludes No. 28

This is the free preview of a program which Mr. Aide has
been invited to perform in London England.

WHAT'S ON IN APRIL

April 4,2005

Monday, April 11

MEET A CANADIAN HERO

JOHN JOY SOLO SHOW OPENING

Filmmaker
NORMAN JEWISON
is first and foremost
a storyteller. His
films embrace
many genres: social
realism, political
satire, romance,
musicals and issues
of race. A man
known for his great
heart and
generosity of spirit
he has an
enormous joy at
working with
accomplished
actors, coaxing
superlative
performances from
them. There is surely no one who hasn't seen In the Heat of
the Night, The Russians Are Coming, Moonstruck or Fiddler on
the Roof. For over forty years he has been a vibrant force in
the motion picture industry, celebrated at the Academy
Awards, and nominated for three Best Director Awards; in
1999 he received the Irving Thalberg Award. Norman
Jewison was instrumental in creating the Canadian Film
Centre to foster filmmaking in Canada and has been
honoured as a Companion of the Order of Canada,

Book Launch
"CLASS CAGE: THE CREST THEATRE STORY"
by Paul Illidge
Wednesday, April 13,5:30-7:30 p.m.
Arts and Letters Club
All members welcome

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, April 12, at 4 p.m.
Special guest speaker DR. GERRARD DUNNHAUPT
will speak on the topic "More about Mozart's Poet, Da Ponte."
Plan to attend this special occasion. For further information,
please call Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922.
Our thanks to last month's speaker, Mr. Bill Whiteacre,
who held listeners hanging on every word and departing
the meeting reluctantly, although grandly uplifted.
It was "pure Poetry."

•V" exhibition of John's paintings done in the last 40 years.
-•c-^n paints on location, and through his eyes, we will see
the places he has travelled to. John will share his
experiences with us. An opening night for all to enjoy with
John's fascinating tales as well as his wonderful landscapes.
A true art lover's night!
Monday, April 18

VADiM SEREBRYANY, piano
A graduate of the Royal Conservatory, the Juilliard School
and Yale University, this acclaimed pianist has toured on five
continents, most recently completing his
fifth consecutive recital tour of Japan.

MUSICAL NOTES
The much-anticipated return engagement of Robert
Gleadow had to be cancelled at the last minute due to the
illness of his pianist, Liz Upchurch. The concert has been rescheduled for Music Wednesday on June 1. This will be our
last chance to hear this amazing 20-year-old basso before he
leaves to join the Young Artists Programme at the Royal
Opera, Covent Garden. He is already slated for seven mainstage roles at the Garden.
On March 2, we were treated to a rousing piano recital by
Andrew Aarons. He performed the programme he will play
for his audition for the Royal College of Music in London.
The crowd on March 2 would have voted him right in!
Frequently, members have asked for a jazz programme.
Unfortunately, most jazz musicians will not accept the Club's
"no fee" policy. However, the current star of the jazz
programme at the Faculty of Music, Chris Donnelly, will
perform at noon on April 20. So mark your calendars!
April 2005
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April 2005
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Painters Studio
Tribute to
Richard Outram
and Barbara
Howard,
4:00 p.m.

3
Painters,
Studio

4
Club Night Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Art Committee
Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Membership
Committee
Meeting 5:15 p.m.

Literary Committee
Meeting 11:00 a.m.
Literary Table
12 noon
Screen Writers
6:00 p.m.
Singers 5:00 p.m.
Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal

10
Painters,
Studio

11

12

17
Painters,
Studio

5

Literary Table
12 noon
Singers 5:00 p.m.
Poetry Group
4:00 p.m.
Spring Show
Rehearsal

Finance
Committee
Meeting
3:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

18

19

Executive
Committee
Meeting
5:15 p.m.

Literary Table
12 noon
Spring Show
Rehearsal
Singers 5:00 p.m.

Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

24
Spring Show
Rehearsal
and Lunch
Painters,
Studio

25
Spring
Show
Dinner
6:15 p.m.

26
Literary
Table
Spring
Show
Dinner
6:15 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
April 15,2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of event are
clearly marked on all submissions.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to one of our new editors (e-mail
preferred to mailbox submissions).
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

6
Music
Committee
Meeting
11:00 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Painters Studio

13
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Painters Studio
Activities
Committee
5:00 p.m.

20
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Painters Studio
Spring Show
Rehearsal

27
Painters
Studio
Spring Show
Dinner
6:15 p.m.

Saturday
2
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

7
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

8
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Painters
Studio

9
Art
Hanging
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

14
Spring
Show
Rehearsal

15

16

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
LAMPSIetter
Stuffing
Painters Studio

Spring Show
Rehearsal
Paint lecture
and demo,
10:30 a.m.

21
Members'
Dinner
7:00 p.m.

22
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Painters
Studio

23
Spring
Show
Rehearsal
and Lunch

28

29

30

Spring Show
Dinner 6:15 p.m.
Communications
Committee
Meeting
5:15 p.m.

TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Spring Show
Dinner
6:15 p.m.
Painters Studio

Spring
Show
Dinner
6:15 p.m.
Cast Party

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: wwwinterlog.com/'-artslets/
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President's Remarks

Per §24 of the Constitution, NOTICE is hereby given that the

The attendance at the Norman
Jewison Club Night on April 5 was the
biggest ever for such a function. Those
attending enjoyed an excellent
evening. Our General Manager,
Herbert Mitterboeck, and his staff rose
to the occasion with attractive table •
settings and excellent service. It was a
pity that Brad Darch was ill and could
not attend to hear and thank our
speaker. We missed him.
At this function, and at other times, several members ha¥e
expressed their opinion to me that they find it difficult to
attend as many functions as they wish, as they want a life
beyond the Club, and "there is so much going on.**
It seems that my comment "are we doing too much" in a
previous LAJVf PSietter did not fall on stony ground.
The Activities Committee is looking at our function
"load," as are some groups, so that member input is important
to that Committee. If you have some comments or
suggestions, remember the old slogan, "don't wait for Spring,
do it now," don't wait and, as soon as possible, let the
Committee Chair, Cherry Camoti, or its Secretary, David
Skene-Melvin, know of them.
Also on the subject of member input, I ask all of you to
consider submitting a nomination(s) for the Arts and Letters
Club Award (details elsewhere in this LAMPSletter). This is
your opportunity to have the Club recognize the work of
someone who has made a real difference to the arts in
Toronto and whose work is largely unheralded.
The Annual Meeting will be an important event and
members are encouraged to attend. Please remember to book
with Naomi Hunter, whether you intend to attend the
meeting only or both the meeting and the following
Members' Dinner. It has been a busy year at the Club, just
how busy will become evident at that meeting. Our Treasurer,
John Hore, together with the Finance Committee, is
endeavouring to establish the revenue from the fees at twice
that of the net revenue from rentals, catering and beverages. A
prudent move, as the cost of maintaining our home at 14 Elm
Street requires all the income from membership fees: the
other income allows the Club to offer its many functions.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Peter Hart

of members of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto will be
held at 14 Elm Street, Toronto, on Thursday, the 19th day of
May 2005, at the hour of 5:15 o'clock in the afternoon for
the following purposes:
1. Call to order.
2. Recognition, fanfare, and the singing of the Constitution.
3. To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the Club on Thursday, 20di May 2004.
4. To receive the Presidents report.
x To receive rhe Treasurer's report and approve the financial
statements of the Club as at 31st March 2005.
6. 1b appoint the auditors of the Club.
*"*. To receive and accept the reports of Committees, Groups,
and Tables. Committee, Group, and Table reports are to
be written and in the hand of the Secretary no later than
5:00 p.m., Monday, 16th May 2005. At the AGM, in
order to keep it as short as possible, a BRIEF oral
presentation is to be made that is only the gist of the
written report; the written report is not to be read. The
co-operation of Chairs in this regard is respectfully
solicited.
8. To give approval of the acts of the Executive Committee.
9. To elect members of the Executive and Officers of the
Club.
10. To transact such further and other business of the Club
as may properly come before the meeting or any
adjournment or adjournments thereof. If any member
has any further or other business to bring before the
AGM, he or she must present it in writing to the
Secretary no later than 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, 3rd May
2005, otherwise it will not be considered.
11. Unveiling of the 2004-2005 Executive Committee
plaque.
12. Home Bar Legacy.
13. Termination.
DATED at Toronto, Ontario, the 15th day of April 2005.
BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTIVE
David Skene-Melvin, Secretary
Members may attend the meeting only, or may also reserve
with Naomi for dinner that will follow at 7:00 p.m.

Members News
Marjut Nousiainen's book,
Conversations at the Table: Fathers
Story, is out under her pen name,
Marjut Karu. This is a story of great
courage, hope and love; of an artist's
life from Estonia to Finland, Sweden
and Canada; and how a daughter
struggles with the past. See
www.publishamerica.com for more
details.
Rudolf Stussi has been invited by
H.R. Giger, the world renowned artist
and Oscar-winning designer of the
Ridley Scott film Alien, to mount a
solo exhibition for June 15—August 28,
2005, at the HR Giger Museum in
Gruyeres, Switzerland. The exhibition
opens on Saturday, June 25, at 4:00
p.m., and both the artist and Mr.
Giger will be present. The exhibition
will feature a new series titled Imagine
Yourself, ten acrylic/oil/Mylar canvases
focussing on various extreme ways in
which spectators can see themselves.
Also included will be some thirty other
Stussi works from galleries in
Switzerland and Germany. A selection
of Stussfs designs for both the feature
film (to be released in Spring 2005)
and the book (published in 2000) of
Heidi, the classic Swiss novel by
Johanna Spyri, will complete the show.
Imagine Yourself will be specially
previewed in a one-day show at the
Tavola Calda restaurant in Toronto at
671 College Avenue on Sunday, May 8
from 3-7 p.m. Tel: 416-536-8328.
The Alcuin Society has announced the
winners of its annual Awards for
Excellence in Book Design in Canada.
The judges selected 26 winning titles
from 274 entries, from 8 provinces
and 99 publishers. Alan Stein has
won a third prize in the Limited
Edition category for his new book, In
Smoke: Ten Variations on Eugenio
Montale by Gary Michael Dault (The
Church Street Press). For more
information, visit
www.alcuinsociety.com.
Kay Montgomery will be performing
in Chicago on May 20 with the
2
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Toronto Irish Players, who will be remounting their recent Toronto
production of Christina Reid's Tea in a
China Cup at the International Festival
of Irish Theatre.
Congratulations to Club member
Katherine Dolgy Ludwig for being
honoured as Da Vinci Co.'s Master
Painter. Her five-foot watercolour Still
the Girl is published in their ads in the
current issues of The Artist Magazine
and Watercolor Magic. Katherine, who
teaches at OCAD and has her studio
at Hanlans Point, is welcoming Club
members to attend her upcoming
private painting workshops for
beginners to advanced artists. Visit
www.katherinedolgyludwig, call
Katherine at 416-782-1404 or e-mail
kdolgyludwig@faculty.ocad.ca
Valda Orestreicher will be having a solo
exhibition of her artwork in Riga,
Latvia, at the Galerija Bonhans from
May 3 to 22, 2005. All are most
welcome to the opening at 6:00 p.m. on
May 3, and to visit Latvia, one of the
new members of the European Union.
Zora Buchanan is proud to be one of
nine Canadian artists exhibiting
paintings in the International Biennale
of Contemporary Art in Arad,
Romania, from May 20 to 29. Sandra.
Bray is a member of the International
Artistic Committee of the Biennale.
Tina Newlove has just received the
Frank Faubert Memorial Award for Arc
at the Scarborough Arts Council's
Annual Juried Art Show 2005. The
exhibition was held at the Todmorden
Mills Heritage Museum and Art
Centre in Toronto. This prestigious
award puts Tinas painting ()>j^niz:n^
My Mind into the City of: Toronto"*
permanent collection. The Society or
Canadian Artists has chosen one ut
Tina's paintings to be in their
Members Juried Exhibition, Gallery
On The Grand In "Waterloo i\s hosting
the exhibition, which runs from April
2"7 to May 14, with the opening on
Sunday, May 1, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Gary Stork's new show, The Life
Model, will run at the Engine Gallery

from May 12 to 31. The opening is
Thursday, May 12, from 7:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m.

New Members
Andrew Barnsley has a B.A. in Film
Studies and Psychology from Carlton
University and further education at
York University and Ryerson
University. With his own company, he
earns his living as a television producer
for CBC, CTV, Global and YTV. He
presently is an instructor at Ryerson,
teaching TV production in the Radio
and Television Arts faculty. He looks
forward to meeting interesting and
inspiring individuals from all walks of
life. Sponsored by Donald J. Gillies
and Eve Gillies.
Bryna Gordon has a B.A. in Fine Arts
from McGli and has studied at Ecole
des Beaux-Arts, Montreal, and at
Ryerson University. She has been a film
producer/director at the CBC,
producing the film Raymond Moriyamas
Toronto, She does freelance writing and
photography. Bryna looks forward to
meeting kindred spirits, to continuing
her painting and to volunteering where
appropriate. Sponsored by Dawn
Dougail dnd Ken Purvis.
Elaine Wyatt h a writer/consultant
with the Toronto firm of Craib
Mratecic Directions. She has a degree
hi Journalism from Carlton University.
Presently \ht is enrolled at the
I'niversity or Toronto to acquire a
decree in Archeology. Elaine was
employed by the Financial Post as a
financial journalist from 1969 to
! l ^ " \ >he managed the Penguin
RookvlFinancial Times/Globe and
Mail book publishing joint venture
from 1984 to 1995. Elaine is
interested in, film., literature, dance and
photography. She has a passion for
sailing and underwater diving that has
led to a consuming fascination for
shipwrecks. Elaine is looking forward
to companionship with the members
of the Club. Sponsored by Alexandra
Eadie and Margaret McBurney.
continued on page 3

WHAT'S ON IN MAY
Club Nights
Monday, May 2
2':-. /id Mirvish, CM.f O.Ont.
:-long with his parents
1
-me and Ed, are cultural
; : is in Canada's theatrical,
. s.. z\ arts and literary worlds.
David and his father are
theatrical producers who
have produced shows in
Toronto, across Canada, in
London England and on
Broadway. The popular'David Mirvish Gallery' held regular
exhibitions in Toronto between 1963 and 1978. Now David
owns and operates two theatres—the Royal Alexandra and
The Princess of Wales Theatres. The latter is about to make
musical theatre history as it undergoes substantial
renovations to mount the world premiere of the first major
stage adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien's classic trilogy
The Lord of the Rings to open in Toronto next February.
Be the first to hear more about it!

The Toronto Star's art critic, Peter
Goddard, will be the keynote speaker to
introduce Katherine's work. Peter
Goddard is an award-winning journalist
and writer/producer for radio and
television. He is the first Canadian critic
of pop culture to win a National
Newspaper Award.
To preview the paintings, see
www.katherinedolgyludwig.com.
Monday, May 16
"ALL HARP NIGHT" featuring ROBIN BEST, harp;
AMELIA LYON, flute; and RACHEL KREHM
(daughter of Club member Jonathan Krehm), soprano.
Is this the first time we have had a live harp at the Club?
Works to be performed are by Persichetti, Krenek,
Shostakovich, Berlioz, Gluck, and Scarlatti. This promises to
be a lively program involving voice and talented
instrumentalists in some beautiful combinations.
Monday, May 30

Monday, May 9

KATHERINE DOLGY LUDWIG
SOLO SHOW OPENING

CANADIAN CABARET is an exciting new concept,
initiated by actor, singer dancer GERALD ISAAC
and pianist RUTH MORAWETZ.

Katherine, who received her M.F.A. (Chelsea) working and
showing in London, is Da Vinci Paint's Master Painter,
teaches Art Criticism at OCAD, and gives watercolour
workshops en plein air. She has been called "the Christo of
Watercolor," travelling in recent projects to paint Playboy
Bunnies in Chicago, the Southwark Police in London, Vegas
Cabana Boys, and Supermoms around the world: "I like to
get behind the stereotypes to touch on the essential
humanity of the subject." An architect, Katherine will
include recent interiors and landscapes inspired by her new
studio at the Toronto Islands.

This dynamic duo offers a wide repertoire ranging from
opera, musical theatre and songs composed for Mr. Isaac
and premiered at the Stratford Festival. He also took leading
roles for the Canadian Opera Company (an unforgettable
Njegus in Die Fledermaus) and the Shaw and Charlottetown
Festivals. He appeared as Monsieur Reyer in Phantom of the
Opera and Zazu in the long running hit, The Lion King.
After 16 years of presenting Canada's best opera and
musical theatre performers (from Ben Heppnerto Louise
Pitre) on her series Classical Cabaret, Ruth Morawetz looks
forward to performing with this extremely versatile artist,
programming exciting, humorous,
tender and original material.
Please reserve Club Nights
with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $16.50 payable at the door
May 2005

New Members
continued from page 2

Virginia Jane Alien (Ginny) tells us that
her primary interests are in performing
stand-up comedy, acting and writing.
She also has an interest in singing and
has experience as a stage producer.
Ginny has a B.A. in Psychology with a
minor in Drama from the University of
Saskatchewan and a Certificate in
Criminology from the University of
Toronto. She worked for six years in the
graphic design industry doing
production work, and finishing as a
managing director. She attended
Humber College from 2003 to 2004 to
pursue her interest in stand-up comedy
and there received the Best Actress
Award. She would like to take part in
our Club activities. Sponsored by Stella
Walker and David Skene-Melvin.
Farhad Nargol-O'Neill has a B.F.A
from York University. He writes that
he is a self-taught painter/sculptor and
has been a professional artist since
1994. Farhad has worked extensively
in Ireland where many of his
sculptures appear in public venues. He
is a member of The Sculptor's Society
of Canada, The Sculptor's Society of
Ireland and other organizations.
Farhad is looking forward to
interesting conversations, pleasant
company and professional
collaboration, and to exhibiting work
at the Club. Sponsored by Julian
Mulock and Peter Large.
West Wilson is an historian with a
particular interest in maritime sites.
He has a Ph.D. in History (Maritime,
Naval, Military) from the University of
Alabama in Tuscaloosa. While most of
his working life has been spent in the
U.S.A., in 2001-2003 he was
Director, Central Region, and
President, Toronto Chapter, of Save
Ontario Shipwrecks, based in Toronto.
He has given many presentations and
has written publications and reviews.
He aspires to the ideals of the Club
with the good conversation and
camaraderie of its members.
Sponsored by Margaret McBurney
and Peter Moon.

Catherine Charlton graduated from the
University of Western Ontario with a
masters degree in Political Science that
led her into the public, private and
philanthropic sectors. She joined the
Ontario Government and became
Executive Officer to Premier Davis. As
head of her own business she provided
consultation and management for 12
years on funding campaigns totalling
$45.6 million. Currently she oversees all
facets of the operation of ProAction,
Cops and Kids, a registered charity. The
creative world is of great interest to
Catherine. Her late husband, Jack
Ifckom, was a past-president of The Arts
and Letters Club. Sponsored by
Margaret McBumey and J.N.P. Hume.
George Gibson Lobb is an electronic
technologist with a passion for the
organ and choirs. Schooled in
England, he spent many years there as
a choirmaster and organist in churches.
His interests are in music, photography
and the fine arts. He has travelled
extensively as an officer in the
merchant navy serving on British and
Italian vessels. George has live in the
Republic of Congo, Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, Quebec and Ontario. He
hopes to learn more about the artistic
community in Toronto and to bring a
high-tech background to the benefit of
the Club. Sponsored by Lela Wilson
and Margaret Logan.
John Lennard is a visual artist who
lives in Minden where he has taught
numerous workshops in painting and
drawing. He is a member of the
Society of Canadian Artists and is
mentioned in the art publications A
Dictionary of Canadian Artists and
Artists in Canada. He is a
contemporary landscape painter who
has exhibited internationally for many
years. John would like to mingle with
those members of the Club who share
his interests in the art world.
Sponsored by Zora Buchanan and
Bill Buchanan.
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Obituaries
Doug Caswell passed away peacefully
in his sleep on January 21, 2005,
while vacationing in Spain. The date
and time of a memorial service are to
be announced.
Stan King, musician and organist,
who participated for many years in the
musical life of the Club, died on
March 6, 2005. A gentle man, he will
be remembered fondly by many of his
associates at the Club.
A poet and painter, Rita Coleman will
be missed by her colleagues within the
Club. We enjoyed her quiet humour,
dogged persistence and childlike
enthusiasm. (April 16, 1924, to
February 21, 2005)

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Page 4: Photo of Paul Robson at The
Arts and Letters Club
(September 1944) courtesy of
the Club Archives
Page 5: Painting in VE Day advert by
Orville Fisher
Page 7: Photograph of Katherine
Dolgy Ludwig by Claudia
Ludwig
Page 7: Photograph of Peter Goddard
courtesy of Peter Goddard
Page 7: Photograph of David and
Anne Mirvish by John
McKellar
Page 7: Photograph of Gerald Isaac &
Ruth Morawetz by Onnig
Cavouk
The editors of the LAMPSletter
would like to try a new initiative.
We would like to include the e-mail
addresses of all LAMPSletter
contributors in the newsletter. If
you are on board with the idea, let
us know when you next send in
your copy.
May 2005
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LOOKING BACK

Back in the days when racial prejudice
was all too common in this country,
Arts and Letters Club members
entertained, and were entertained by, a
company of talented black performers
who were in town with The Green
Pastures, a musical production then
playing at the Royal Alexandra
Theatre. Until then, most Canadians
tended to think of black music in
terms of black-faced minstrel
troupes—the Club had, in fact, staged
one such show in 1918—but this was
different. Our charter member M.O.
Hammond wrote ecstatically about it
in his journal on March 23, 1933:
"Oh what a day!.. .1 was up and
active with great high spots. Highest of
all the midnight show at A&L Club to
greet members of the Green Pastures
company, presenting the great play of
negro life at [the] Royal. Big crowd of
members, men and women, and the
entertainment was superb. Had about
ten minutes talk with Richard B.
Harrison, who takes the part of the
Lord in the play. He is a genial, longhaired, elderly man, not very black,
born at London, Ontario, his parents
being escaped slaves, and his father
and sister said to have been originals of
Uncle Tom and Eliza in Uncle Toms
Cabin, £but I don't believe it,' he said.
4
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'It was family pride, I think.'
"Had music by Reg Stewart, and
the Hart House Quartette, an
impersonation of a British soldier by
George Patton. The Pastures cast,
about 100, marched in chorus in a
gorgeous performance, strong and
high voices. Harrison gave a little talk,
and several others gave music, and
then Edward Johnston, Canadian
grand opera singer, who sang in Eaton
Auditorium tonight, sang the solo
song from Pagliatti [sic] and made a
wonderful performance, full of love,
and drama and zest. Crowd just rose
and shouted their satisfaction...The
whole occasion was charged with high
spirits and high art. The negro
company enjoyed it and I much
admired the refinement of all."
Gus Bridle, writing of this
memorable evening in the Toronto
Star, said that "Edward Johnson sang
for the Green Pastures Company and
the negroes sang to Johnson... [in] the
only place in Toronto where so odd a
coincidence could have happened."
Years later, Johnson recalled this
episode as one of the most dramatic of
his career.
The Club's welcome to the cast of
The Green Pastures did not, sadly, lead
others in Toronto to follow its lead. In
1941, black soldiers rioted when they
were refused admittance to the Palais
Royale dance hall at Sunnyside where
Earl "Fatha" Hines* black swing
orchestra was playing. Two years later,
Roland Hayes, a distinguished black
singer, was refused admittance to the
Granite Club, as was the
internationally renowned contralto
Marion Anderson the following year.
Fortunately, when the great baritone
Paul Robson visited The Arts and
Letters Club in 1944, he was met with
a warm welcome. It's difficult to
determine if we had any black
members at that time. I hope so.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Club ?sfirst100years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Arts and Letters
Club Annual Award
Call for Nominations 2005
The recipient of the Arts and Letters
Club Award, who can be named from
any of the disciplines, will have made a
significant contribution over a
prolonged time in their field. They will
have demonstrated commitment to the
community and a high degree of talent
and will likely be under-recognized. A
favourable view of those in mid-career
is taken by the committee.
The Award given by the Club
includes a cheque, a membership in
the Club for one year and a
personalized medal. The recipient is
also honoured with the Award at a
Members' Dinner.
Please submit full nominations,
resumes, contributing letters and other
related material to Virginia Cooper,
Chair of the Award. These can be left
at the Club; however, please call or
e-mail Virginia to let her know
(416-929-3453, vcooper@sprint.ca).

THE GARDEN PARTY
will be held again this year on
JUNE 16 from 5:30 on.
Please mark the date and get your
reservations in early!

(Numbers are always limited by the
available space of our gracious hosts,
and the later date should guarantee
fine weather.)
Please reserve with Naomi at
Ext. 2 (voice mail)

VISUAL ARTS NEWS

OUTDOOR SKETCHING GROUP

In March, Julian Mulock's solo show was a big success. He
wowed the audience on opening night with his presentation.
He spoke of how he works and how he came to paint his

Rain, Rain, Go Away!!
In spite of the nasty weather during our Bridgewater
weekend we had a great time. Fortified by very tasty meals
and good wine and inspired by unique Ontario scenery,
artists produced some dandy paintings. The staff were very
accommodating, their service first rate.
As this becomes a fond memory, we look forward to
another painting opportunity hosted by Marjut
Nousiainen on Saturday, May 14. All Club members are
welcome. Call Gwen Jones at 416-698-6025 and look for
details on the bar piano.

series Paperfolds.

April 11: John Joy's solo show runs to May 9. We also have
one wall with miniature works by members.
May 9 to June 6: Katherine Dolgy Ludwig Solo.
June 6: Our much anticipated Self-Portrait Show is on. All
mediums (collage, photo, oil, etc.), any style. Non-juried.
Portrait Society will be our guests on opening night.
June 27: Summer Still Life group show. Still Life is a picture of
inanimate objects such as food,flowers,vessels, books, and
clothing. (This genreflourishedin seventeenth century Holland.)
We would like your input regarding our shows.
We welcome our new members, and, yes, submit your work!
Contact Marjut at 905-889-2902.
A poem presented at our Small Works Show last October:
"A Struggling Artist to a Rich Patron"
by Raymond Peringer
To patronize success no risk calls forth;
It's simply to acknowledge loud applause
Which echoes down the gilded halls of wealth
And glitters daily in the common press.
To favours of the great accustomed not,
Poor artists struggle till their fame's attained:
The honeyed words and smiling heads appear,
And Plunder seeks propriety in art.
Dear Would-Be Patron: Take the noble risk;
Cast caution down; part company with those
Who render praise to the already praised,
And plunge where greatness yet remains unknown.

Tentative dates
for our summer schedule are:
June 10

Paul and Christine Hughes,
Duggan and Alistair Melhuish

July 9

Andrew Sookrah

August

TBA

September 10

Jean and Stan Edwards

The Poetry Group
On April 12, guest speaker Dr. Gerard Dunnhaupt gave an
address that had a member exclaiming, "That was one of the
great talks of this century," and indeed it was.

The Sixtieth Anniversary of VE Day
Will be marked In a special dinner on

Thursday May 5th, 2005
0:00 foidimirrat 7:00

Bill Whin-amwill speak on

History buffs!
Club Centennial projects needed!

Canadians at the Siegfried Line
and the costly \ictorics of four Canadian Regiments
on one daw the 2(>th of February 19 15

It is a mere two and a half years until our 100th birthday
party. A Club history book is in the making; projects are
under way to seek Club recognition on Canadian coins
and stamps; and a words and music tribute by members is
being considered.
Now is the time to come forward with YOUR ideas for
honouring our centenary! Or come forward and join the
new Centennial Celebrations committee! Please indicate
your interest to Joan VanDuzer [email:
joanvanduzer@sympatico.ca phone 416-967-1267],
Chris Jurczynski [email: chris.jurczynski@senecac.on.ca
phone 416-924-0231 ] or Rollo Myers [email
rollomyers@sympatico.ca phone 416-964-0297].
May 2005
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WHAT'S ON IN MAY
Literary Tables

Film Night with Brad Darch

May 3 ELIZABETH MILLER

Tuesday, May 10
One of the most influential political films in history:

"Mary Shelly, Prometheus, and Frankenstein"
May 10 BRIAN PARKER
Tennessee William's Cat On a Hot Tin Roof
at the Stratford Festival
May 17 ALLAN WEISS
"Making it real: the Relationship
between Autobiography and Fiction"
May 24 NORMA ROWAN
"Abandoned Children: Middle Earth and Narnia"
May 31 ALEXANDER LEGGATT
Marlowe's Edward Ik an Introduction to
This Summer's Stratford Festival
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Music Wednesdays
Wednesday, May 4

JEAN EDWARDS, soprano
BRAHM GOLDHAMER, piano
Popular Club member Jean Edwards will present
"Songs that I Love/' music by Healey Willan
(in honour of his 125th anniversary), a group of 17th century
songs by Thomas Arne, and other songs by
Mozart Brahms and various French composers.
Wednesday, May 11

Gillo Pontecorvo's film vividly recreates a key year in the
tumultuous Algerian struggle for independence from the
occupying French in the 1950s. As violence escalates on
both sides, children shoot soldiers at point-blank range,
women plant bombs in cafes, and French soldiers resort to
torture to break the will of the insurgents.
The outset of the film announces that there is "not one foot"
of documentary or newsreel footage in the two hours of
film. The announcement is necessary because it all looks,
feels and tastes real. Pontecorvo used available light,
newsreel film stock and actual locations to reconstruct the
events in Algiers.
Chillingly, The Battle of Algiers was used as a training film
for members of the Black Panthers and the IRA,
and most recently was screened by the Pentagon in 2003
as a learning tool for its war on Iraq.
Be sure to see this film of astonishing relevance.
Barf 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50. Screening, free
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223, ext. 2

Writers'Tables

Wednesday, May 18

On Friday, May 6,2005, at 12 noon,
Sue Kenney will speak on
"Spirituality and Being a First Time Author"

FARAH HACK, soprano
LUCIA CESARONE, soprano DAVID ELIAKIS, piano

For more information please call
Jack McQuaig 416-485-9289

YOSEF TAMIR, viola

MEGAMI GKAMOTO, piano

"From Opera to Italian Love Songs"
Wednesday, May 25

CECILIA KANG, clarinet
performing Stravinsky's "Three Pieces/' Debussy's "Premiere
rhapsodie/' and the great Brahms Clarinet Sonata no. 2.
Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

CLUB NIGHT CHAIR SOUGHT
Club Night Monday evenings feature entertainments or
presentations pertaining to the arts, current affairs, etc. Dates
are filled both via standing commitments from club activities
groups and from invitations to special speakers or performers;
club members themselves are the greatest source of guest
ideas! The chair will be a contact person with potential guests,
and coordinate scheduling and production of Club Night
evenings. Inquiries Cherry Carrion 416-920-4558; email
c.camon@sympatico.ca, or Ruth Morawetz 416-925-0284;
email ruth.morawetz@sympatico.ca
6
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Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on
Tuesday, May 10, at 4:00 p.m. in the Library
We will discuss comments made vis-a-vis "Poetry" and its
place in the world, specifically those made by leading
writers and essayists. Our first subject will be comments
made by Dr. Wayne Dyer who views poetry as a language of
the heart and another way to transform our lives by
communicating wisdom to one another.
Members are invited to present and read their own poetry
on any topic that communicates wisdom of whatever sort.
Members who just prefer to listen and enjoy
are most welcome.
For further information
please call Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922
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Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

4

i
Painters
Studio

2

3
Painters
Studio

9
Executive
Committee
Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
12 noon Lunch
Theatre Committee
Meeting 5:00 p.m.
Singers Studio
5:00 p.m.
Poetry Group
4:00 p.m. Library
Film Night dinner
6.30 p.m.

15
Painters
Studio

16
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

17

22
Painters
Studio

24
25
23
Music
Club Closed Literary
Table Lunch Wednesday
12 noon
12 noon
Painters
Studio

29
Painters
Studio

30
Family
History
12 noon
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

Art Committee
Meeting 5:15 p.m.
Membership
Committee
Meeting 5:00 p.m.
Club Night Dinner
6:30 p.m.

3
Literary Committee
Meeting 11:00 a.m.
Literary Table Lunch
12 noon
House Committee
Meeting 2:15 p.m.
Screen Writers 5:00 p.m.
Singers 5:00 p.m.
Studio
Photography
7:00 p.m. Library

10

Literary Table
Lunch 12 noon
Singers Studio
5:00 p.m.

Music Committee
Meeting
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Painters Studio

5
Siegfried
Line—60th
Anniversary
Club Dinner
7:00 p.m.

Friday
6
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Writers Table
12 noon
Painters
Studio

Saturday
7
Art
Hanging
9:00 a.m.

n

12

13
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Painters
Studio

14

18

19

20
TGIF Lunch
12 noon
Painters
Studio

21

27
TGiF Lunch
12 noon
Painters
Studio

28

Music
Wednesday
12 noon
Painters Studio
Playreading
Group 7:00 p.m.

Music
Wednesday
12 noon
History
Committee
Library
Painters Studio

Annual
General
Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Members
Dinner
7:00 p.m.

26

31
Literary Table
Lunch 12 noon
Communication
Committee
Meeting

Next Issue Deadline:
May 13,2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of event are
clearly marked.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to both of our editors via e-mail
(preferred to mailbox submissions).
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

RESERV/VnON/CANCELUVTION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext. 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event.
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event. Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: wwwinterlog.com/~artslets/
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President's Remarks
Places Please was a good title for the
Spring Revue because it was a
production in which each person
had a place, either on stage or
behind the scenes. Two-thirds of
those involved were off stage,
concerned with set design, painting
and construction; costume design
and tailoring; lighting and sound
design; and operating and seeing
that everything ran well "front of
house." It was a real team effort, coordinated by Producer Michael Spence and Betty Trott, the
Artistic Director.
An essential member of that team, Ruth Morawetz, is
stepping down, after many years as the musical arranger and
accompanist, to pursue another project that you read about in
the last LAMPSletter. She will be missed in this role and as
arranger and co-ordinator of Club Nights. Thank you, Ruth!
We are glad that you will still be a presence in the Club!
Food and beverage services and the maintenance of the
building and its facilities are the responsibility of the House
Committee. Our thanks also go to James Webster, who is
stepping down from the Vice-President (House) position after
steering the Club through the Total Access Project and the
provision of a new stage-lighting system, amongst the myriad
of small tasks that his Committee has to deal with. In much
of their decision making, committee members have to try to
assess and answer the needs and opinions of all members,
whose views will be solicited through either a simple survey in
the near future and/or, possibly, a Special General Meeting, A
proposal to hire a consultant to study the Club's modus
vivendi was discussed by the House Committee last month
and, at the April Executive meeting, it was referred to the new
Executive at its June meeting.
The summer months in the Club are, relatively, quiet
times. There are not too many functions, and the Club closes
in August. However, this does not mean things vegetate. The
various committees start to organize for the coming year. The
new Executive meets with the retiring one in June so that
there will be a smooth transition, and its members, new or
retiring, can share ideas and thoughts.
Peter Hart

ANNUAL
GARDEN PARTY
Thursday, June 16
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Cost $26

Croquet. BBQ. Tennis
Casual chic attire
Yonge Street at Summerhill
Hostess: Barbara Effer
Limited parking
Reservations essential:
Book early with Naomi Hunter
as space is limited
Wheelchair access to garden
but not to washrooms.
Map with area parking
and entry instructions
available for reserved bookings only

Members News
Each year since 2000 Podi Lawrence
has attended the Uptown Waterloo
Jazz Festival not only to listen to some
superb jazz but to sketch the musicians
whilst they play. From these sketches
she produces a series of paintings in
acrylic, and the organizers select one
for the following year's advertising.
This year Podi will be displaying the
many sketches and paintings she has
produced over the past four years as
well as those that were used for
publicity. They will be on display at
the Waterloo community Arts Festival,
25 Regina Street (the old Button
Factory), Waterloo, from Thursday,
July 7, to Sunday, July 10. Opening
times: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; except
Sunday, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Dawn Dougall exhibited during April
with the juried exhibition of the
Botanical Artists of Canada at the
John B. Aird Gallery. At the opening,
the Honourable John B. Aird, the
twenty-third Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontario, was recognized for his
exceptional support of the visual arts
in Canada.
Sheila Siegerman is one of only two
Canadian artists whose botanical
paintings are included in the
international exhibition A New
Flowering—A Thousand Years of
Botanical Art currently showing at the
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford,
England, until September 11, 2005. It
has been curated by Dr. Shirley
Sherwood. Accompanying the
exhibition is a full-colour catalogue of
all the paintings, historic and
contemporary.

a York University publication. She
writes eloquently of her 30-year battle
with anorexia nervosa and bulimia. "If
we expose our own tyrannies," Lesley
writes with great courage, "we would
be freer to thrive."
CORRECTION: In the last edition of
the LAMPSletter, Valda Oestreicher's
name was misspelled. She had a solo
exhibition of her artwork in Riga,
Latvia, at the Galerija BonhanS.S from
May 3 to 22, 2005. The LAMPSletter
regrets the error.

New Members

Keith Loffler is an architect schooled
in Australia and at the University of
Toronto. He was employed by Arthur
Ericson from 1972 to 1988. Since
1988 he has had his own company,
Peter Schulz will have some paintings
Keith
Loffler, McAlpine Architects. A
displayed in the east wing of the
In a ceremony in Brampton on May 11,
recent
project found him architect for
Algonquin Art Centre (formerly
Nancy Kee received the 2004 Arts
the
Charles
W. Stockey Centre for the
known as the Algonquin Gallery),
Acclaim Award for her book The
Performing Arts. He has interests in
located 20 km from the west gate of
Unusual Life and Times ofNancy Ford- architecture, painting, sculpture, music
Algonquin Park on Highway 60. The
Inman.
and carpentry. Keith is looking
paintings will depict scenes inspired
forward to good conversation over
and painted in the Park. The show will
Zora Buchanan will be present at the
lunch with people interested in the arts
run from June 25 until October 22.
opening of her exhibition of paintings
generally. Sponsored by Alan Stein
at the COOP Gallery, 112 Scollard
Eleanor Besen will be one of the
and Scott James.
Street, Toronto, on June 2 from 6:00
exhibiting artists in the 80th birthday
to 8:00 p.m. Members and friends are
Bluma Gertner has had an extensive
exhibition of the Canadian Society of
welcome to attend the opening, or to
scientific
career after graduation from
Painters in Watercolours, entitled
visit the gallery from Tuesday to
University
of Toronto with honours in
Endless Possibilities. The exhibition will
Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The
Actuarial Science and Statistics. She
take place at the Roberts Gallery, 641
show continues to June 30.
was employed at the Department of
Yonge Street, in Toronto from June 15
Geophysics at U. of T, and later at the
to July 15. The opening is on
Tralee Reford McCann gave birth to
Centre
for Research in Experimental
Wednesday, June 15, from 5:00 to
Bronwyn Daniella McCann on April
Space Science at York University. She
7:00 p.m.
24, 2005. Bronwyn is Tralee's first
studied
piano for 18 years and gave
child, and congratulations are in order!
Sam Paonessa is having a solo show at
many concert recitals. She is looking
the Niagara Pumphouse Visual Art
Margaret Florence Ledwig's .
forward to artistic discussions and
Centre, scheduled to open on Sunday,
exhibition of oil on canvas, smaller
joining the Music and Poetry groups.
July 3, and continue until July 31. The
summer-theme paintings from the
Sponsored by Dina Gordon Malkin
show will consist of landscapes and
period 2003-2005, entitled New Ways
and Margo E. Hunt.
still-life works. The gallery is located at
ofSeeing, will begin on June 1 and run
Martha Mann has been a designer in
247 Ricardo Street in Niagara-on-theto June 30 at the Maslak McLeod
theatre, film and opera for over 30
Lake. For more information, check out
Gallery, 117 Scollard Street,
years,
where she has been responsible
www. niagarapumphouse. ca.
416-944-2577; Monday to Saturday,
for over 200 productions. She is a
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Our warmest wishes and congratulations
graduate of the Ontario College of Art
to Lorna Kelly and Bill Whiteacre on
In a brief, beautifully illustrated item,
(and Design). Employed at the
their recent engagement. There will be
Lesley Fairfield's story has been
Graduate Centre for the Study of
a family wedding in the fall.
published in Canadian Woman Studies,
continued on page 3
2
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New Members
continued from page 2

Drama, her activities included
classroom teaching, demonstrating
professional standards and working
with individual students who were
directing or designing productions.
She has many like-minded friends at
the Club and says that virtually
everyone she knows is a member.
Sponsored by J.M. Hunter and
Charlotte Norcop.
Stephen Regoczei lives in
Peterborough, Ontario, where he is a
professor at Trent University, teaching
courses in Design, Digital Multimedia
and Saving the World. His latest
project in the latter course is based on
kindness, caring and generosity of
spirit. He is interested in watercolour
painting, mixed media collage, pen
and ink drawing and in stamp
collecting. He has visited the Club and
finds the members cheerful, talented
and with good humour. He wants to
be with kindred spirits. Sponsored by
Peter Moon and Frances
Sommerville.
John N. McCullough is a lawyer, a
graduate of Osgoode Hall Law School,
who has been an amateur painter for
several years "strictly for fun." For
thirty years he was the legal counsel
(in-house) for Loblaw Companies
Limited, and he has served on the
boards of various charitable
organizations. He has interests in
painting, music, model yachts and
aircraft (radio controlled), history,
sailing and aviation. He looks forward
to meeting Club members who share
his interests. Sponsored by Raymond
Peringer and Scott James.
Jeanette Caswell says she is
particularly interested in the visual
arts—painting and film. Her hobbies
are genealogy and antiques. In the
early days of TV she did live
commercials on the Cross Canada Hit
Parade with Austin Willis, and voiceovers when Norman Jewison was floor
director. Sadly, as we know, Jeanette's
husband, Douglas Caswell, recently

passed away. However, Jeanette wishes
to continue his long commitment to
the Club. We welcome her and hope
she enjoys her membership to the full.
Sponsored by David Skene-Melvin
and Barbara Effer.
ERRATUM: Apologies to new
member Dr. Wilson West for
accidentally turning his name around
in the May LAMPSletter and calling
him "West Wilson."

Barbara Howard ^ web.Mre Is still
active. She was an honoured
member of the Club, and many of
us will be enriched by seeing her
latest works. You can bring the site
up by searching for "Barbara
Howard's Unfolding Visual World"
or visiting
www3. sympatico. ca/barbara. howard

All SauvignonBlanc Tasting
Why is Sauvignon Blanc \our K>t
buy in summer sipping?
Is it because of its dean, crisp,
herbaceous, gooseberry, mouthfilling taste?
Its long, pleasantly spicyfinish?Or
its low price, high quality ratio?
This wine tasting could change your
wine-buying practices forever.
$17.50
Monday, June 13, at 5:15 p.m. in
the Board Room.
Monitored by our owe
Bill Whiteacre.
Attendance is restricted to the first
lucky 24 to reserve with Naomi at
416-597-0223 ext. 2.
Please plan to stay for dinner and
the Dany Nachman Trio
performing classical music.
Wine tasting and dinner to be
separately booked and paid for.

Club Traditions
Live on in the
Archives
Over the years, Club "traditions"
have appeared from nowhere. In the
Archives, we have a member's
statement that by tradition, the
heart of the Club is in Algonquin
Park. Of equal value is the
"tradition" that only the President
may light the fire in the Great Hall.
Recently, you may have read in
these pages that we have a
"tradition" of no Club publicity.
Our founder, journalist Augustus
Bridle, reported in the press the
founding of the Club and the events
leading up to our first meeting in
1908.
When Sir Wilfred Laurier visited
the Club, a cartoon of him and
Club dignitaries appeared on the
front page of the Toronto Star. For
many years, a gossip columnist
reported on our Spring Revue.
Beware also of the negative
tradition, tcWe have never done that
berore." If it is a good idea, chances
arc we have done it before.
Yes, we have tried to influence
government policy. Yes, we have had
art classes for inner-city children.
Yes. we have sent food parcels to the
needy. If uncertain of the facts, drop
a note to your friendly Archives.
We're open every Friday.
Raymond Peringer,
Archivist Emeritus

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Page 4: Photo of Hector
Charlesworth by Violet
Keene
Page 6: Photo of Robert Gleadow
courtesy Robert Gleadow
Page 7: Photo of Lupe Rodriguez
courtesy Lupe Rodriguez
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LOOKING BACK

Sitting in a place of honour on the
mantel in the Club library is a bust of
Hector Charlesworth, a journalist
who in his day cut a wide swath
through the cultural life of this
country while frequently leaving
behind him a trail of emotionally
battered painters, musicians and
writers. The bust was rescued from a
trash can in the offices of Saturday
Night magazine by Jack Yocom shortly
after the magazine was sold to sports
tycoon, Jack Kent Cooke, in the early
1950s. (Yocom, B.K. Sandwell and
John Irwin were among the
journalists who departed shortly after
Cooke's arrival.)
Yocom knew that Charlesworth had
been a charter member of the Arts and
Letters Club. He had been with
Saturday Night for years, first as a poet
in the 1890s and then, after a stint as
city editor with the Toronto Mail and
Empire-, he returned to Saturday Night
as associate editor in 1910, then as
editor in 1926.
During these years, Charlesworth
became known as the man who
detested the Group of Seven. He
described J.E.H. MacDonald's
Tangled Garden as "a masterpiece as
compared with The Elements or Rock
and Maple which., for all they can
convey, might just as well have been
called 'Hungarian Goulash' and
4
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'Drunkard's Stomach.'" Charlesworth
was at the time mainly a drama critic
and book reviewer, but he covered the
art beat as well. His review prompted a
gentle and gentlemanly reply from
MacDonald in the Toronto Globe of *
March 27, 1916. Artists, he wrote,
while generally welcoming publicity,
"would prefer to note more
frequently...an intelligence at least
equal to that expended by themselves
on their painting...."
And so it went. Charlesworth
became well known and respected, if
not universally loved. One of his
predecessors at Saturday Night, Joe
Clark, wrote that he had first known
Charlesworth "as a tall thin poet of
nineteen....In the years since then he
has added a great deal to his physical
weight and to his mental powers and
intellectual force...." A man of not
inconsiderable ego, Charlesworth
enjoyed his resemblance to the portly
and bearded King Edward VII, and
revelled in knowing the country's
business, political and cultural elite. In
Candid Chronicles, published in 1928,
and in two successive volumes, he wrote
glowingly of many Arts and Letters
men (although, surprisingly, Vincent
Massey was never mentioned).
Fifty years ago this coming
December, Charlesworth died after a
heart seizure, possibly due to stress
brought on by a phone call from a
furious Duke Ellington, whose concert
at Massey Hall three days before had
been viciously slammed by "Old Hec,"
who had described it as "jungle music
h la Harlem... Savagery rather than
beauty is obviously the objective of
Mr. Ellington." The column was
headed "Ellington Tests Nerves in
Orgy of Cacophony." Charlesworrh
was shocked by Ellingtons ferocity
and, according to a family friend who
witnessed his reaction to the phone
call, very upset. His fatal heart attack
took place three days later.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Clubis first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Postcard from
Abroad
Cliff Holland spent last winter in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, home of his
late wife, Marta.
He reports that now the peso and
the U.S. dollar convertibility has
ended, it is much cheaper to visit this
wonderful country, which is now
democratic. One can rent an
apartment or studio in the city for a
long stay. Tourists are flocking there
for the sun, good food and wonderful
people. Cliff took a ship around Cape
Horn to Valparaiso in Chile, which he
last visited forty years ago. In Ushuaia
in Tierra del Fuego, the most
southern city in South America, one
can ride the Pan-American Highway
to the very end, surrounded by great
forests and snow-covered mountains
in the direction of Antarctica not so
very far awav.

Paddling Around
the Toronto Islands
Ruth Morawetz and Ken Judd invite
you to canoe with them on the first
Wednesday of June, July and August
this summer (June 1, July 6 and
August 3). Enjoy a guided tour,
paddling at around 5:30 p.m. from
Harbourfront to the Toronto Islands
and exploring the various inlets; and
on return, delighting in the glorious
evening view of Toronto's skyline.
Upon return to Harbourfront, our
group will be treated to a barbecue
and a fun evening of camaraderie.
Total cost is $ 10 per canoe.
Please reserve with Ruth
(416-925-0284) at least one week
in advance.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS

POETS'CORNER

John Joy's show was wonderful, and at his opening, John
spoke of places where he had painted. His diaries are full of
interesting, often funny, events spanning many decades of en
plein air painting.

Soliloquy by Jack Downing

Our miniature show was the first where we shared space with
solo artists. In the future, multiple artists will be exhibited in
the Salon Show in the lounge concurrently with solo artists in
the Great Hall.
May 9 to June 6: Katherine Dolgy Ludwig's solo show
June 6: Our much-anticipated, non-juried Self-Portrait Show
is on. Any style and all mediums, including collage, photo,
oil.
If submitting more than one work, please mark your
second and third choices in case we have wall constraints.
Portrait Society will be our guests on opening night. A
great panel of portrait artists, PLUS a famous ballerina,
thanks to Veronica Tsyglan.
June 27: Summer Show: Still-Life Group Show. Still Life is a
picture of inanimate objects such as food, flowers, books and
clothing. (This genre flourished in the 17th century in
Holland.) The show will be lightly juried by Zora
Buchanan, Joan Dubros, and Dennis Rose.
Reminder: All works must be ready to hang. Bring your
work in on Saturday, June 25, by 10:00 a.m.
Mark your calendars for our upcoming event in the fall, a
collaboration with Theatre: Condon-Gauthier Duo Show,
Ray Cattel and 100 prints
Questions, comments?
Contact Marjut Nousiainen, Chair, Art Committee
A poem presented at our Small Works Show last October:
Painting, Red Tree, White Wall, by Flora Danziger
Poem by Barry Wallace
Red tree set against a white wall

Yet with greater knowledge in the world to-day,
there is less wisdom than where Athena lay.
Would that the hearts of man might banish greed
and from materialistic wars accede.
Oh, curse the stupid folly of our age
that man should kill and burn and rage—
his knowledge turned to how to best destroy
instead of learning how to most enjoy.

MUSICAL NOTES
Looking back on the season just ending, the Music
Committee is delighted to note a steady growth in
attendance at Music Club Nights and Music Wednesdays.
This reflects the high quality of artists who are pleased to
perform at the Club.
Some of the fine Music Club Nights included the Toronto
Children's Chorus, the Healey Willan Singers (celebrating our
Past-President's 125th anniversary), a tribute to our former
Honorary Music Member Lorand Fenyves, the Tokai String
Quartet, and an evening with new member composer/pianist
Walter Buczynski and Lorna MacDonald.
Music Wednesdays were more varied than ever, ranging from
jazz pianist Chris Donnelly to Toronto Symphony's principal
cellist, Winona Zelenka, to member Iain Scott leading us
through the mysteries of Wagner's Siegfried. We also had
excellent presentations by Club members John Jull,
Jonathan Krehm and Jean Edwards.
Heartiest thanks to the Music Committee: Chairman Pat
Wardrop, John Caldwell, John Jull, Jonathan Krehm,
Larry Lake, John Lawson, Jim Norcop, Don Pounsett,
Rupert Schieder, Dorene Seltzer and Patty Tompkins.

This is all—I have to offer
One aged, twisted, timeworn tree
Branches dressed in red, just me.
The white wall, a blank canvas
My last gasp—against this white wall
My self, my tree, the figure endures
As my colour explodes, reaches out, enures.
A howl up to the harvest moon
My limbs swoon—the day soon will ebb
My self, my tree, last blast in the dark
As my colour explodes, and I leave my mark.

Outdoor Sketching Group
A great big thanks is extended to Jap and Marjut
Nousiainen who hosted our last outing. Just ask any of the
participants about the fun we had.
Unfortunately the June weekend is postponed until further
notice, but we look forward to Saturday, June 9, hosted by
Andrew Sookrah and Peggy Stoddard. As usual, all Club
members are welcome; check the piano bar for a map and details.
If you can join us, please call Gwen Jones at 416-698-6025.
We would also be glad of a volunteer to host a Saturday
sometime in August. If you can help, please advise Gwen
Jones at the number above.
June 2005
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WHAT'S ON IN JUNE
Literary Tables

Film Night with Brad Darch

Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall

Wednesday, June 8
The poignant comedy masterpiece by Charles Chaplin

Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

CITY LIGHTS (1931)

June 7

MARTIN HUNTER
"The Dramaturge: Saviour or Scourge,
the Process of Workshopping New Plays"
June 14

PROFESSOR MARK LEVENE
"Alice Munro's Fits: What's in the White Space"
June 21

FETE CHAMPETRE
Lela Wilson's Garden
41 Alicia Avenue
(West from Bathurst, south of St. Clair)

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, June 1

Acknowledged not only as one of the comedian's best films
but also as one of the greatest films ever made (Orson
Welles said that it was his favourite of all time), City Lights
represents a culmination in the extraordinary career of
Charlie Chaplin. In the 1930s the director faced extreme
pressure to convert his beloved character, the Little
Tramp, from the silent days to talking pictures. As always,
Chaplin refused, stubbornly stuck to his integrity, and
produced this touching story of the tramp falling in love
with a blind flower girl.
Production on the director's film lasted almost four years.
Ever the notorious perfectionist, Chaplin reshot a pivotal
scene a total of 342 times until he was satisfied! Concluding
with one of the most famous and moving scenes in movie
history, City Lights continues to entrance new generations of
audiences discovering the genius of Charlie Chaplin.
Come and see for yourself.
Bar, 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50. Screening, Free
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223, ext. 2

Poetry Group
The poetry group will meet on Tuesday, June 14th at
4:00 p.m. in the library. Further discussion of the value of
poetry in today's world will be featured. Poetry group
members and all club members are invited to bring their
own poetry or input regarding this topic. Come and enjoy.
Also, mark your calendars for a special evening with
Canada's Poet Laureate on September 13th. More detailed
information and reservation information will follow in a
subsequent LAMPSIetter.
For further information please call
Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922.

ROBERT GLEADOW, bass
LIZ UPCHURCH, piano
The 20-year-old star, Robert Gleadow, thrilled Toronto
audiences this season in La Boheme. He leaves in
September to sing at the Royal Opera, Covent Garden.
Don't miss his farewell!
Wednesday, June 8

LYNN KUO, violin
ANGELA PARK, piano

Writers7 Table
On Friday June 3rd, 2005, at the Writer's Table,
Jack Downing will be speaking on the title
"How to Write a Play"

A return engagement for these superb young artists.

For more information please call
Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289

Wednesday, June 15

CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITION FINALISTS
Three of our best young musicians, previewing their
programmes for us en route to the National Finals
6
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WHAT'S ON IN JUNE
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights
with Naomi at ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $16.50 payable at the door
Monday, June 6

SPECIAL PRESENTMION:
THE MIRACLE OF THE PORTRAIT
Meet the 2004 International Portrait Competition Winners
and the International Portrait Arts Festival Artists Andrew
Benyei, Deborah Kerr, James MacDougall, Judith Finch,
Frank Tonido, and Marta Franco, and Juan Martinez, the
2003 Grand Prix Winner of Art Works on Display. Preview
The Miracle of the Portrait, a documentary film by SVP
Enterprise Production with the Portrait Society of Canada.

Monday June 27

SUMMER SHOW: STILL LIFE
Guest Speaker: Lupe Rodriguez
Lupe Rodriguez will be the guest speaker for the opening of
our Summer Show entitled Still Life. Lupe has a B.F.A.
degree from York University, is a professional artist and
educator. This interesting speaker has won awards for
excellence in teaching. Promises to be a very good evening.

For the Artist, the challenge of capturing the human subject
through the Portrait eventually becomes irresistible. A
portrait is a natural magnet for the human eye: Who is this
individual? What is she thinking about? What life has he led?
The Portrait continues to live its own life even after the Artist
is gone. Portrait artists undergo years of training and
apprenticeship in order to master their chosen art form. The
documentary presents the leading portrait artists of today,
winners of the professional portrait competition and
International Portrait Arts Festivals in Toronto.
8:00 p.m. Beautiful Dance: surprise performance by Tanya
Trankvelitskaia, former Prima Ballerina of Bolshoi Ballet.
Monday, June 13

TRIONTO
Danny Nachman, piano
Peter Bartley, violin
Daniela Kepowicz, cello
Two great piano trios, two centuries apart:
Beethoven: Trio in G Major, op. 1, #2
Shostakovich: Trio in E Minor, op. 67
Monday, June 20
Join three well-travelled Club members as they describe
the scenic splendour and memorable experiences
of three different locations:
Paul and Christine Hughes lead an intrepid group of seniors
to the Swiss Alps in March each year. You will be enthralled
to learn of their adventures and see their photos.
Connie and David Briant went to Costa Rica 15 years ago for a
one-week vacation. They've been back there every year since to
spend their winter months in this remarkable country.
Sandra Henderson and her husband, Richard, recently returned
from three months of independent travel that took them
around the world. They will be recounting the adventures and
misadventures of their travel through parts of Cambodia.

CineFocus Canada presents

G W. Jefferys: Picturing Canada
C.W. Jefferys (1869-1951) was a founding member of
The Arts and Letters Club and one of the greatest
contributors to the arts in Canada. The premiere
screening of the new television documentary C. W.
Jefferys: Picturing Canada, with the voice of Jefferys
played by actor Eric Peterson, will take place at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, June 15 at the Club, followed by a
reception. Director John Bessai will be present. For more
information, visit www.cinefocus.com. Members
welcome. RSVP CineFocus Canada 416-504-9940.
June 2005
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Sunday

i

2

12
Painters
Studio

6
Finance
Committee
Meeting 3:00 p.m.
Art Committee
Meeting 5:15 p.m.
Club Night Dinner
6:30 p.m.

7
Literary Committee
11:00 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
House Committee
Meeting 2:15 p.m.
Activities Committee
Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Screen Writers
Evening

8
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
Painters Studio
Film Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

14
13
15
Literary Table Lunch
Music Wednesday
Wine Tasting 12:00 noon
12:00 noon
5:15 p.m.
Executive Committee History Gp 12:00 noon
Painters
Studio
Meeting 5:15 p.m.
CWJefferys—Club
Club Night
Dinner follows
President 1923-1924
Poetry Group
Dinner
Film Launch &
4:00 p.m.
Screening 7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Club Members

3
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Writers'Table
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio

10:45 a.m.
Music
Committee
Meeting
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
Painters Studio

5
Painters
Studio

Friday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

Saturday
4
Art
Hanging

10
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio

11

16
Garden
Party
5:30 p.m.
OUTSIDE
VENUE

17

18

24
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio

9
Photography
Group
Evening
Spring Show
Rehearsal

TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
LAMPSIetter

Stuffing
Painters
Studio

invited to attend

19
Painters
Studio

20
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

21
22
Literary
Painters
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon

23

26
Painters
Studio

27
Club Night
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

28

29
Painters
Studio

30

Next Issue Deadline:
June 10,2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of event are
clearly marked.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to both of our editors via e-mail
(preferred to mailbox submissions).
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

25

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: www.interlog.com/-artslets/
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President's Remarks
Those members who attended the
Annual General Meeting were present
for an historic occasion.
I regret the non-clublike behaviour
of some who took the opportunity to
ignore the rule that all Club members
must be informed of all business to be
transacted at such a meeting, who
made a presentation containing
unsubstantiated remarks, and placed a
resolution before the meeting. I will
not act on that resolution. In my President's Report, I
committed the new Executive, at its June meeting, to
establishing an ad hoc committee to study the "management
of the Arts and Letters Club." This was done and the
committee is to be chaired by the Vice-President, Lorna Kelly.
I have been writing and saying for some time that we need
to see where the Club is going: whether there are too many
Club events, whether rentals have to be the sole source of
income to support Club activities, and what other questions
regarding the future direction of the Club require answering.
A short survey is being distributed with this LAMPSletter,
so please take the time to complete and return it promptly. I
hope that your contributions to the survey and the
deliberations of the ad hoc committee will result in answers to
some of these questions.
Your new Vice-President (House), Robert Glover, and
Counsel, Chester Gryski, have survived a baptism of fire
regarding staffing! Under the terms of our agreement with
him and without cause, Herbert Mitterboeck's employment
has been terminated. Tracey-Lynn Dephoure has resigned.
Our staff, some with increased responsibilities, have
volunteered to help maintain a high standard of service at the
Club until September, and they are doing so. I appreciate
their, now proven, loyalty to the Club and its members.
The Executive, also at its June meeting, established a
special committee, the Centenary Committee, which will be
co-ordinating the efforts of the different disciplines and
groups to ensure a smooth, well-planned Centennial Year in
2008.1 am particularly pleased that John Lawson has
accepted the task of chairing this committee.
Please note the Club's summer hours shown elsewhere.
Peter Hart

Film Nights with Brad Darch
are alive and well at the Club

Summer
Film Festival
mmmmm
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Effective Monday, July 5, until the Club's closing
on August 15th, our summer hours are 11:00 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. on weekdays, unless there is an evening function
when the Club will remain open until it has concluded.
On weekends when there is a Club event, the Club will open
one hour prior to the event and close after it has finished.
The club will be closed from August 15th to September 5th.

Members News
Margaret McBumey has been
nominated for the Ontario's Greatest
Woman award held under the auspices
of MPP Marilyn Churley. Margaret is
cited as being a protector of Ontario's
architecture. Eighty-two amazing
women were officially nominated for
the award. Some names are
immediately recognizable while others
are not so famous, but all have made a
significant difference to the lives of
those around them. Our thanks to
Michael Symonds for bringing this to
our attention.
The Ontario Association of Architects
has recently named Catherine
Nasmith as this year's recipient of its
Order of da Vinci for her work in
heritage—a well-deserved honour. The
award recognizes "architects who have
demonstrated exceptional leadership in
the profession, education, and/or
service to the profession and their
community." Other Club members
who have previously received this
award are Pamela Cluff and the late
John Wimbs. Few architects devote
their careers to protecting our
architectural heritage, but Cathy has
done so, most recently as the editor of
an e-mail newsletter, Built Heritage
News. Shefollowsin the footsteps of
Club members Eric Arthur and
Anthony Adamson who, along with a
handful of other architects, interior
designers and heritage enthusiasts,
have helped prevent the needless loss
of many of our architectural treasures.
Convincing governments—and the
public—that our architectural heritage
is at risk is not for the faint-hearted.
Our congratulations to Cathy.
William Denton recently graduated
from the Faculty of Information
Studies at the University of Toronto
and is happy to be one of the librarian
members of the Club, a group that
includes several others from the same
school.
Farhad Nargol O'Neill has just
returned from Cyprus where he
completed two public murals. He
2
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currently has a bronze sculpture
entitled Shereen and Farhad in the Fred
Varley Gallery until the end of July
and will also be installing another
sculpture outside the gallery in July.
The Varley Gallery is located at 216
Main Street in Unionville,
905-477-9511.
Rosemary Aubert invites all Club
members to the launch of the fifth and
final Ellis Portal mystery, Red Mass, at
Sleuth of Baker Street bookstore, 1600
Bayview Avenue, on August 23 at
6:00 p.m.
Paul Gauthier, RoseMarie Condon,
Greg Hindle and Linda Mackey will
be showing at the newly opened The
Club at Bond Head Gallery until July
24. In addition, Paul Gauthier and
RoseMarie Condon will be presenting
an Art Night at the Club July 21 from
7-9:30 Near and Far—Our Canadian
Experience: Paul Gauthier will relate
some of his early experiences in
painting with Canadian Group of
Seven contemporaries. He and
RoseMarie Condon will share their
adventures in sketching and
photographing the incredibly rugged
beauty of the Tatshenshini River. For
further info contact Linda Mackey
(416)431-9195.
Andrea Risk is back for the summer
with Drayton Entertainment in the
hilarious farce Boeing-Boeing. The
show runs at the Schoolhouse Theatre
in St Jacobs until August 28.
Kelly Walker is pleased to announce
the arrival of her latest book, Growing
Somewhere: living life after mid-life, in
which she explores the challenges of
getting beyond mid-life. It is a
compassionate, insightful and hopeful
field guide for enjoying the autumn
trails of life. It is available at
www.kwalker.com or by phoning
800-438-3422.

New Members
Stephanie Stavro, as arts
administrator for Les Amis Concerts
under Mr. Pepa, is responsible for

development of the company library,
which "contains all aspects of music
and is a vital resource." Her work also
includes going to concerts—Les Amis
and those outside, which are
"important as well." Stephanie enjoys
drawing and oil painting and is a
collector of contemporary works. She
is a patron of both the Ballet and
Symphony and is an amateur writer.
She would like to become part of the
rich cultural environment at the Club
and become acquainted with other
supporters of the arts. Sponsored by
Larry Lake and Patricia Tomkins.
Estelle Craig is Producer/Director of
World Adventure Tours, a series of silent

films with famous speakers on stage.
She has also written many articles and
several plays and done interviews for
the CBC. Most recently she has
published a book, Under the
Circumstances. She is also a pastpresident of the Women's Press Club.
She wishes to join the Club in order to
meet other people with an interest in
the arts—literature, music, art and
theatre. Sponsored by Alan Eagle and
Joanna Katz.
Len Hanna attended the Faculty of
Music in the early seventies and later
studied in Switzerland. He has
performed trumpet across Canada and
in the U.S., Germany, and Italy. His
experience includes playing solo
trumpet for various orchestras,
Tafelmusik, New Chamber Orchestra,
and Te Deum Concerts, and
performing as a classical brass artist.
He spreads his enthusiasm for music to
all he knows, especially to children. He
has an interest in photography and
collecting 78-rpm records. Len is
looking forward to meeting people
who share his passion for the arts in
Canada. Sponsored by James Norcop
and Charlotte Norcop.
Ed Fortune says, "I was an antique
dealer and furniture designer for thirty
years. I have exhibited my furniture
designs, and my company
manufactured and sold the furniture.
We also did furniture and art
continued on page 3

Members News
Margaret McBurney has been
nominated for the Ontario's Greatest
Woman award held under the auspices
of MPP Marilyn Churley. Margaret is
cited as being a protector of Ontario's
architecture. Eighty-two amazing
women were officially nominated for
the award. Some names are
immediately recognizable while others
are not so famous, but all have made a
significant difference to the lives of
those around them. Our thanks to
Michael Symonds for bringing this to
our attention.
The Ontario Association of Architects
has recently named Catherine
Nasmith as this years recipient of its
Order of da Vinci for her work in
heritage—a well-deserved honour. The
award recognizes "architects who have
demonstrated exceptional leadership in
the profession, education, and/or
service to the profession and their
community." Other Club members
who have previously received this
award are Pamela Cluff and the late
John Wimbs, Few architects devote
their careers to protecting our
architectural heritage, but Cathy has
done so, most recently as the editor of
an e-mail newsletter, Built Heritage
News. She follows in the footsteps of
Club members Eric Arthur and
Anthony Adamson who, along with a
handful of other architects, interior
designers and heritage enthusiasts,
have helped prevent the needless loss
of many of our architectural treasures.
Convincing governments—and the
public—that our architectural heritage
is at risk is not for the faint-hearted.
Our congratulations to Cathy.
William Denton recently graduated
from the Faculty of Information
Studies at the University of Toronto
and is happy to be one of the librarian
members of the Club, a group that
includes several others from the same
school.
Farhad Nargol O'Neill has just
returned from Cyprus where he
completed two public murals. He
2
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currently has a bronze sculpture
entitled Shereen and Farhad in the Fred
Varley Gallery until the end of July
and will also be installing another
sculpture outside the gallery in July.
The Varley Gallery is located at 216
Main Street in Unionville,
905-477-9511.
Rosemary Aubert invites all Club
members to the launch of the fifth and
final Ellis Portal mystery, Red Mass', at
Sleuth of Baker Street bookstore, 1600
Bayview Avenue, on August 23 at
6:00 p.m.
Paul Gauthier, RoseMarie Condon,
Greg Hindle and Linda Mackey will
be showing at the newly opened The
Club at Bond Head Gallery until July
24. In addition, Paul Gauthier and
RoseMarie Condon will be presenting
an Art Night at the Club July 21 from
7-9:30 Near and Far—Our Canadian
Experience: Paul Gauthier will relate
some of his early experiences in
painting with Canadian Group of
Seven contemporaries. He and
RoseMarie Condon will share their
adventures in sketching and
photographing the incredibly rugged
beauty of the Tatshenshini River. For
further info contact Linda Mackey
(416)431-9195.
Andrea Risk is back for the summer
with Drayton Entertainment in the
hilarious farce Boeing-Boeing. The
show runs at the Schoolhouse Theatre
in St Jacobs until August 28.
Kelly Walker is pleased to announce
the arrival of her latest book, Growing
Somewhere: living life after mid-life, in
which she explores the challenges of
getting beyond mid-life. It is a
compassionate, insightful and hopeful
field guide for enjoying the autumn
trails of life. It is available at
www.kwalker.com or by phoning
800-438-3422.

New Members
Stephanie Stavro, as arts
administrator for Les Amis Concerts
under Mr. Pepa, is responsible for

development of the company library,
which "contains all aspects of music
and is a vital resource." Her work also
includes going to concerts—Les Amis
and those outside, which are
"important as well." Stephanie enjoys
drawing and oil painting and is a
collector of contemporary works. She
is a patron of both the Ballet and
Symphony and is an amateur writer.
She would like to become part of the
rich cultural environment at the Club
and become acquainted with other
supporters of the arts. Sponsored by
Larry Lake and Patricia Tomkins.
Estelle Craig is Producer/Director of
World Adventure Tours, a series of silent

films with famous speakers on stage.
She has also written many articles and
several plays and done interviews for
the CBC. Most recently she has
published a book, Under the
Circumstances. She is also a pastpresident of the Women's Press Club.
She wishes to join the Club in order to
meet other people with an interest in
the arts—literature, music, art and
theatre. Sponsored by Alan Eagle and
Joanna Katz.
Len Hanna attended the Faculty of
Music in the early seventies and later
studied in Switzerland. He has
performed trumpet across Canada and
in the U.S., Germany, and Italy. His
experience includes playing solo
trumpet for various orchestras,
Tafelmusik, New Chamber Orchestra,
and Te Deum Concerts, and
performing as a classical brass artist.
He spreads his enthusiasm for music to
all he knows, especially to children. He
has an interest in photography and
collecting 78-rpm records. Len is
looking forward to meeting people
who share his passion for the arts in
Canada. Sponsored by James Norcop
and Charlotte Norcop.
Ed Fortune says, "I was an antique
dealer and furniture designer for thirty
years. I have exhibited my furniture
designs, and my company
manufactured and sold the furniture.
We also did furniture and art
continued on page 3

New Members
continued from page 2

restoration." He is a book collector
and a painter who has an extensive
collection of Canadian and European
art. Sponsored by Raymond Peringer
and David Richie.
Marjorie Sharp, as president of her
own company, has been providing
consulting services for charities over
many years in the U.S. and Canada,
assisting them to operate effectively
and efficiently. These charities were
frequently arts-based organizations.
Now she would like to share her
"enthusiasm for the arts with friendly,
like-minded people" at the Club, for
music and stage, and by participation
in literary and writer's groups.
Proposed by Camila Gryski and
George Edmonds.

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Page 1: Photos for Movie Nights
courtesy of Brad Darch
Page 3: Drawing of Robert Flaherty
by Megan McBurney

PADDLING
AROUNDTHE
TORONTO ISLANDS
Ruth Morawetz and Ken Judd
invite you to canoe with them on
the first Wednesday of July and
August this summer Quly 6 and
August 3). Enjoy a guided tour,
paddling at around 5:30 p.m. from
Harbourfront to the Toronto Islands
and exploring the various inlets,
and, on return, delighting in the
glorious evening view of Toronto's
skyline. Back at Harbourfront, our
group will be treated to a barbecue
and a fun evening of camaraderie.
Total cost is $10 per canoe. Please
reserve with Ruth (416-925-0284)
at least one week in advance.

LOOKING BACK
Robert Flaherty was twenty-nine
when he joined the Club in 1913.
Although he was a member for only
three years, he made a lasting
impression on his fellow members—
and for good reason. He taught
them about the Inuit, documentary
films, and much, much more.
The son of a gold miner, Flaherty
was born in Michigan and educated
at Upper Canada College. He spent
much of his early life as a drifter and
was eventually expelled from college
as a discipline problem. Shortly after
joining the Club, he left for the
Arctic where he spent nearly a year
among the Hudson Bay Inuit.
According to Gus Bridle, on his
return Flaherty brought "a pack of
Eskimo reliques (many of which are
now in the Royal Ontario Museum), costumes, tools and hunting gear. For weeks
the Club was a small Eskimo museum."
The Club was then in its courthouse quarters on Adelaide Street. One day in
December 1914, a few journalists sat down at lunch to hear all about Flaherty's
adventures. Among them was M.O. Hammond of the Toronto Globe, who wrote
in his journal that evening: "Had nice chats with [Peter] Donovan, Flaherty and
Bridle at table. Flaherty told us racy sidelights on Eskimo life, he having just
returned from 15 months in the Arctic for CNR. He says white men wintering up
there always take an Eskimo girl each for the time; ... [each] esteems it an honor,
never thinks of any stigma. It seems to him a biological necessity, and when they
left there was much weeping on both sides."
One Saturday in April 1915, Flaherty screened for his fellow members his first
film. It was, according to Bridle, "the parent of Nanook ofthe North." Some years
later, Flaherty destroyed two years offilmwork in a matter of minutes when he
accidentally dropped a cigarette onto several reels of nitrate-based film, and 35,000
feet of raw footage went up in flames. As a result, Nanook of the North was refilmed
and not shown commercially until 1922. Thanks to its immediate success,
Flaherty became known as "the Father of Documentary Film." Ironically, just as
Flaherty was winning international acclaim, Nanook, the subject of his film, died
of starvation.
Flaherty's next film, Moana, came out in 1926. It was made in Samoa. Bridle, in
The Story of the Club, wrote that it was previewed at 14 Elm Street. Some time
later, a member informed him that "the censor board had slashed thefilmso
drastically that Famous Players could not screen it. Result: a front page boost story
for Moana, quoting opinions of members who had seen it in the Club; and the
film, almost uncut, played for two weeks at the Tivoli." We have not been told
whether Flaherty came to know the South Sea maidens of Samoa as well as those
"Eskimo girls" he had met in the Arctic, but I wouldn't be surprised.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the Clubs first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in 2008 to celebrate our centenary
July/August 2005
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS

MUSICAL NOTES

Self-Portrait Show

The Club's 2004/2005 music season ended with a flourish.
The final three concerts were stunners. For the amazing
Robert Gleadow, the Great Hall was crammed to
overflowing, as was the balcony. In thanking Robert, Pastpresident Ezra Schabas presented him with one of the Percy
Hollingshead mementos. Percy went off to Milan; Robert
goes off to Covent Garden.

We had a great evening with artists from the Portrait Society
of Canada, PLUS a famous ballerina! Thanks to Veronica
Tsyglan. Interesting self-portraits and great response.

June 27: Summer Group Show, "Still Life"
Bring your work in on Saturday, June 25, by 10:00 a.m.
Lightly juried by Zora Buchanan, Joan Dubros, and
Dennis Rose. Lupe Rodriguez is our special guest. It will be a
great evening before we take our summer break!

September 12-October 3:
"Condon-Gauthier Duo Show"
An exciting show, As We See It.

ADVANCE NOTICE
An upcoming show may be based on pages of your
sketchbook. We would copy the page and enlarge. So, when
you are out sketching, etc., this summer, keep this in mind!
We know many of you have wonderful sketchbooks!
Presented at our Small Works Show last October, a poem
entitled "Sixtieth Birthday" by Marvyne Jenoff, based on
Esther, a painting by Joan Holben:

Eric Han, prize student of Toronto Symphony cellist David
Heatherington, played a superb programme and was
immediately invited back for next season. And the grand
finale was provided by three young artists, national finalists
from the prestigious Canadian Music Competitions.
Many artists are already booked for next season. Todor
Kobakov, popular former staff member, returns to start the
season in September. Other concerts will present Winona
Zelenka, principal cellist of the Toronto Symphony; our own
John Jull; the Aldeburgh Young Artists with Stephen Rails
and Bruce Ubukata; winners of the Canadian Music
Competitions; the Toronto Children's Chorus; the University
of Toronto Percussion Ensemble; and inimitable Club
member Iain Scott, leading us through the mysteries of
Wagner's Goetterdaemmerung.
Come and enjoy Music Wednesdays and Music Club Nights!

Gift of another summer before you wake
awareness of warm dappledness out there
your sky-blue hat
World in your arms yet uncontained,
fence pickets like cake-candles
red growing flowers
delight your arms with waywardness

www.artsandlettersclub.ca
The Club now has a web site at the above address.
This is just the beginning of what will be a new way of
providing useful Information and services to members

Eyes shut, sure of a carnival surprise,
can these be waning years,
the undiminished joy of simple waking,
sun-circles out there wheeling past the frame
Wake now to your framed image,
painting or mirror,
and two shocks,
there in the long-remembered hat
how young you are

and the general public. It will be looked after by the Web
Site Subcommittee of the Communications Committee.
Wanted: people to work on the web site, such as graphic
designers, web developers, or anyone with a background
in this field or an interest in working on the site.
Wanted: suggestions for what to put on the site. All ideas
are welcome! Would you like a members-only section of
the site? If so, what should be in it? Events information?
The LAMPSIetter? A members' directory?

there in the skyward hat
how faint your image

What should go on the public part of the web site?
Material from the Archives? Pictures of the Club?

Questions, comments?
Contact Marjut Nousiainen, Chair, Art Committee

The Web Site group wants all your suggestions.
Answers to these questions should be given to
William Denton in person or at wtd@pobox.com.
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Outdoor Sketching Group
All Club members are welcome to join us for our pot-luck
events. Maps and information can be found on the piano bar
for our next three summer events. Call Gwen. Jones to sign
up, 416-698-6025. Bring your art material, camera, walking
shoes, writing material, etc., to enjoy the good company and
pleasant surroundings.
July 9:

Andrew Sookrah and Peggy Stoddard

August 13:

Ted Brock

WHAT'S ON
IN JULY and AUGUST
Literary Tables
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voice mail)
There are no scheduled speakers
for the months of July and August,
but a group of members will meet
every Tuesday for lunch.

September 10: Jean and Stan Edwards

Poetry Group
Mark your calendars for a special event on September 13th
when Canada's poet laureate Pauline Michael will be our
special guest. Reservations information will follow in a
subsequent LAMPSletter.
For further information, please call Margo Hunt at
(416) 925-8922.
Editors:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang, Mary Nersessian
Angela Wingfield

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on
Tuesday, July 12th at 4 p.m.
in the Library.
Group members and club members
are encouraged to bring a photograph
along with a correlated poem
(free-form or structured)
on any chosen topic or theme period.
For further information please call
Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922

Effective Monday, July 5,
until the Club's closing on August 15th,

REMINDER
Nominations
for the
2005
Arts and Letters Club
Award

our summer hours are
11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
on weekdays,
unless there is an evening function
when the Club will remain open
until it has concluded.

should be submitted to

On weekends when there is a Club event, the Club will

the committee chair,

open one hour prior to the event

Virginia Cooper,

and close after it has finished.

no later than mid-July.
The club will be closed from
August 15th to September 5th.
July/August 2005
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WHAT'S ON IN JULY and AUGUST
Film Night with Brad Darch
Bar, 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50; film screening, free
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223, ext. 2.

Monday, July 18

BRINGING UP BABY (1938)

Monday, July 4

EAST OF EDEN (1954)

f

All the classic elements are here.
Based on a John Steinbeck novel, directed by Elia Kazan,
starring James Dean, Julie Harris and former Club member
Raymond Massey, this emotionally gripping film centres on
two rivaling sons as they compete for the affections of their
hardened father. Shot in beautiful Cinemascope and
nominated for four Academy Awards.
Monday July 11

THE BATTLE OVER CITIZEN KANE (1995)

Presented by Club Member Fiona Newman
A two-hour tornado of a documentary. Nominated for the
1995 Best Documentary Oscar, The Battle Over Citizen Kane
chronicles the titanic clash between Orson Welles, RKO
Studios, and publishing magnate William Randolph Hearst
whose life and accomplishments reportedly inspired the film
masterpiece Citizen Kane.
6
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CHftKllHNMUIS
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Constantly voted as one of the best films of all time, this
pioneering screwball comedy starring Cary Grant and
Katharine Hepburn was not always so highly regarded. It
received scathing reviews and performed so badly at the
box office that director Howard Hawks was fired from his
next production at RKO Pictures and Hepburn was forced to
buy out her studio contract. Clearly ahead of its time, this
madcap story of a paleontologist desperately trying to
locate a lost dinosaur bone with (or despite) the help of a
zany, rich heiress is complete hilarity from beginning to end.
Monday, July 25

BATTLESHIP POTEMKIN (1925)

Without a doubt one of the most influential films in the history
of cinema. Intended as a celebration of the 1905 uprising
against tsarism in Russia, the film was created by director Sergei
Eisenstein and attacks the viewer's senses with symbolic
metaphors, rhythmic editing and highly charged melodrama.
The now famous Odessa Steps Massacre sequence has been
paid homage to in countless films such as Brazil, The
Untouchables and The Birds. Not to be missed.

July 2005
Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

Friday
i

Saturday
2

TGIF
12:00 noon

4

5
6
Literary
Table
12:00 noon
Theatre
Committee,
7:00 p.m.

7

Film Night
6:30 p.m.
Great Hall
Membership
Committee
5:00 p.m.
Library

8
9
TGIF
Outdoor
12:00 noon Sketching
Group

10

11
Film Night
6:30 p.m.
Great Hall

12
Literary
Table
12:00 noon

13

14

15
TGIF
12:00 noon

16

17

18
Film Night
6:30 p.m.
Great Hall

19
Literary
Table
12:00 noon

20

21

22
TGIF
12:00 noon

23

25
Film Night
6:30 p.m.
Great Hall

26
Literary
Table
12:00 noon

27

29

30

3

24

Photography
Group
7:00 p.m.
Library

28

\

TGIF
12:00 noon

31

Next Issue Deadline:

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES

Friday, August 12,2005 at 12:00 noon

RESERVATIONS:

Please ensure that time and date of event are
clearly marked.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to both of our editors via e-mail
(preferred to mailbox submissions).
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p:m. on the day of the event.
Reservations for Members" Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event. Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

i

2
Literary
Table
12:00 noon

3

4

5
TGIF
12:00 noon

6

7

8

9
Literary
Table
12:00 noon

10

11

12
TGIF
12:00 noon

13
Outdoor
Sketching
Group

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

CLUB CLOSED FOR SUMMER

21

22

24

23

25

26

27

CLUB CLOSED FOR SUMMER

28

29

30

31

CLUB CLOSED FOR SUMMER

Next Issue Deadline:

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES

Friday, August 12,2005 at 12:00 noon

RESERVATIONS:

Please ensure that time and date of event are
clearly marked.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or
(same deadline) to both of our editors via e-mail
(preferred to mailbox submissions).
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext. 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of the event.
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without charge
up to 48 hours before the event. Sorry, charges apply after that
deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by credit
card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry, cancellations are
permitted only in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: artslets@interlog.com
Web site: www.interlog.com/~artslets/
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Presidents Remarks

MEMBERS' DINNER

I hope you all had a pleasant
summer, like me, and are looking
forward to the Club's many
events In the fall and winter.
I was extremely pleased with
the exceptional response to the
Membership Survey. A 20%
return (120) from a membership
hovering around 600 was
unexpected.
Thank you for taking the time
to complete and return the survey forms. Some were
cursory, from those unable to use the Club regularly for
various reasons, and some were extremely detailed, with
useful comments and suggestions appended on separate
sheets!
A summary will be printed in the next LAMPSletter.
However, it is interesting that both the price and the
menu should be the drivers for Club meals and that the
food service was satisfactory. Bar prices and the choice of
drinks was highly satisfactory. A common comment was
that access to the bar could be better, the recurring theme
being: "please move away from the bar after being served"!
The Club should continue to cater events, although, in
special circumstances, outside caterers could be used. The
Club should continue with appropriate rentals.
A great deal of other very useful Information, which
will aid in the short and long term planning for the Club
and the deliberations of, in particular, the Management
and House Committees, can be gleaned from the
responses. Some of your comments have been helpful to
me, as well.
Vice-Presldent (House) Robert Glover has been
organizing the many house-keeping Items, needed during
the Club closing, which are necessary prior to the Club's
reopening after Labour Day, not the least of which is the
Liquor License renewal!
The Arts and Letters Club Award will not be presented
this year. In spite of repeated requests for nominations,
only one was received by the Committee Chair, Virginia
Cooper. It would be a shame if this significant award
lapses for lack of interest,
Peter Hart

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2005
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at ext 2
(voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.. Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $26 payable in advance

The Importance of Saving Ontario's Heritage: An Evening
with The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander, Chairman of
the Ontario Heritage Foundation. Mr. Alexander will be
joined by senior staff of the Foundation who will
complement his presentation with slides and commentary
and respond to questions.
Lincoln Alexander served as Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontario from 1985-1991. He was a Member of Parliament
from 1968-1980 and served as Federal Minister of Labour
in 1979, A Companion of the Order of Canada and a
recipient of the Order of Ontario, His Honour has received
many awards recognizing his work in the fields of
education, human and international relations,
volunteerism and citizenship. He is currently the
Chancellor of the University of Guelph. He joined the Board
of Directors of the OHF in 2001.

Members News
At the American Institute of Architects
Annual Convention and Design
Exposition at the Mandalay Bay Resort
and Casino, in May 2005,
CADFORCE, one of the shows
exhibitors, held a creative contest.
Representatives gave out napkins,
encouraging participants to sketch an
architectural drawing and enter to win a
bag of cash. By the end of the third day
dozens of napkins were pinned around
the "bag-o-money' and, as the
conference drew to a close, the winners
were picked. Architect Ivan Martinovic,
Director of Education for AEC Daily
Corporation, had submitted a design—
and won the "Bag-O-Money'! Our
congratulations to Ivan. If you'd like to
see the top napkin designs, you can do
so at http://www.cadforce.net by
clicking on Napkin Design.
CADFORCE is a national leader in
outsourced CAD (computer assisted
design) drafting services.
On July 6 twelve Club members and
two staff enjoyed a beautiful Evening
paddle from Harbourfront to Centre
Island. The calm water made for
perfect canoeing conditions as they
crossed the gap, explored a bird
sanctuary and several inlets before
heading home for "tube steaks?"
Joining Ruth Morawetz and Ken
Judd were Sandra Eadie, Don Fraser,
Freda Fyles, George and Nancy Kee,
Charlotte and Jim Norcop and Kathy
Clouse and Jody Hoes.
Doug Purdon s painting 'Tugboat Alley
has just been accepted into the 26th
International Marine Art Exhibition at
Mystic Seaport, CT. The show will open
on September 24 and runs until
November 12. The show will be available
for viewing online after September 24 at
the Mystic Seaport Museum website
http://www.mysticseaport.org
To commemorate the tenth
anniversary of tragedy in the Balkans,
on July 13 the poem sequence
"Srebrenica Suite" by Susan Ioannou
was performed with 5 vocalists, cello,
keyboard, drums, and trumpet above
2
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the Arctic Circle at Melbu, Norway, as
part of the new musical work "Epitaph
for a Missing Tombstone" composed
by Gjermund Andreassen. A huge
abandoned herring-oil tank was
chosen as the concert shell for its
sound "like a cathedral."
"Thought Clouds & Silver Lining," an
exhibition of new paintings in oil on
paper and canvas by Tina Newlove,
will be held at Latitude 44 Gallery,
2900 Dundas St. W, Toronto (at
Keele) 416-769-2900 from September 9
—November 1. The opening reception
will be held on Friday September 9
from 6—9 p.m. with Tina in
attendance. Tina's exhibition is part of
the 13th Annual Junction Arts Festival
which happens on Saturday,
September 10, 12 p.m.—9 p.m. and
Sunday, September 11, 12 p.m.—6
p.m., an arts street party that includes
live music, performance art, interactive
fun, great food and of course great art.
October 1 and 2 is the weekend of the
Studio Tour in the Milton area. Tina
will be opening her studio in
Campbellville from 10 a.m.—5 p.m. on
both days with more unique and
thought provoking images to enjoy.
You may contact Tina anytime at 905854-0238 or tina@tinanewlove.com.
Barbara Elizabeth Mercer is happy to
announce the publication of her first
book of poetry, published by
Cyberwit.net, India. To be published
in September 2005. Twenty-five
limited edition, hard cover books with
a signed, original digital print inside.
Soft cover books without a signed
print (unless requested), also available.
Mystic Wills Book launch and signing
date to be confirmed.

New Members
Melinda Best was co-founder of the
Art and Media Group Toronto in the
1990s and worked as a cultural and
business journalist for CBC and
British Airways. She is currently a
curator for photography and print
shows in Brighton and London, U.K.
She is interested in music, theatre and

Canadian aboriginal and Inuit art.
Sponsored by Donald Fraser and
Rose Anna Newlove.
Sid Freeman, a lawyer in the city, has
concentrated on quiet pursuits like
drawing, oil painting, photography
and writing, both prose and poetry
She would like to try acting again,
after some high school experience in
that field. She now has time for nonwork pursuits and she wants to resume
her artistic activities and associations.
Sponsored by Thomas Gough and
Ashley Williamson.
Samuel Ludwig is an "avid painter" as
is his wife Katherine Dolgy Ludwig.
He works primarily in oils, producing
life and still life paintings. He is an
elementary school teacher who believes
he is a useful liaison between students
and the arts. Sponsored by Katherine
Dolgy Ludwig and Margaret Ludwig.
Gail Balfe is the Director of the
Yorkville Studio where she has
maintained small art groups of six
once a week to study the aspect of art
they have chosen. She has classes for
both adults and children. She is a wellknown artist who has exhibited and
been commissioned to create many
stained glass works and paintings in
Toronto and Ontario. Sponsored by
Elizabeth Berry and Rod Carruthers.
Sheila Donahue is presently assistant
to Bill Davis, former Premier of
Ontario, while she works on a B.A. in
Fine Art History and English at U.ofT.
She is interested in many aspects of the
visual arts—photography, sculpture,
architecture, film and stage. She
participated in three art shows in 2004.
She says she is "very comfortable near
any body of water." Sponsored by
Pamela Cluff and Frank Final.
We welcome the return of Mara Glick.
We are pleased to announce that The
Honorable Lincoln Alexander, PC,
CC, O.Ont. Q.C. the former
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario has
joined the Club as an Honorary
Member. Sponsored by Donald Fraser
and Rose Anna Newlove.

OBITUARIES

Calling All Writers!

William D. Matheson

Are you harbouring a secret desire to write comedy or zingy
lyrics for musical numbers? Do you have hilarious scripts
tucked away in a desk drawer? Have you always wanted to
see your work on the stage?
How about writing something for the 2006 Spring
Revue? To find out the type of material desired, the length
of scripts, how to submit material, and what will happen if
you do, please join us, and the other Spring Revue writers,
for an information and brainstorming session on Tuesday,
September 27, at 7:00 p.m. in the LAMPS Room.
For more information, please contact Rob Prince,
Marjorie Wilton or Ed Hill.

Bill Matheson died from congestive heart failure on Sunday,
July 24, 2005, in his 85th year. Bill joined the Club in July of
1980 and immediately felt at home. He once told Audrey
that he "found his own people at the Club" and enjoyed the
daily lunches with interesting conversations and no talk of
sports scores! Bill participated as a stage hand in many Spring
Revues. He also took on increasingly responsible projects in
the management of the physical plant at 14 Elm Street, where
his training as a stationary engineer was put to good use.
In 1982 he joined the Executive Committee and in 1985
was elected to the newly created position of Vice-President,
House in recognition of his efforts to upgrade and improve
the Club's premises. He remained Vice-President, House until
1989, when he and Audrey moved to Bracebridge. Bill was
active with the Bracebridge Economic Development Council
and kept himself occupied with projects in support of
Audrey*s ongoing book illustrating career. His health
deteriorated in recent years, but he remained keenly interested
in the Club and its activities. Both Roly Pincoe and Michael
Spence visited him in hospital in early July. He will be missed.

Tyrrell Morrow
Elected as thefirstwoman member of the Arts and Letters Club,
Tyrrell Morrow died suddenly, two days after celebrating her
90th birthday. She had many careers, excelling in every endeavor.
She was a vocalist on Rudy Vallee s radio show before attending
the Ontario College of Art and did illustrations for the Star,
Macleans, Canadian Home Journal and many other publications.
She won several international awards for her commercial
paintings and did illustrations for -more than 150 books here
and abroad. In 1996 she was the first woman to receive the
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Canadian Association of
Photographers and Illustrators in Communications.
There will be a celebration of Tyrrelfs life at the University
Women's Club on Monday, August 22nd, from 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by Dennis Rose
Page 1: Image of Lincoln Alexander courtesy Lincoln
Alexander
Page 4: Photo of Fred Challener at the Arts and Letters Club
farm, circa 1917, by M.O. Hammond, courtesy
A&LC archives.
Page 5: Photo of Reginald Godden by John Steele
Page 6: Photo of Pauline Mitchel courtesy Pauline Mitchel
Page 7: Photo of Jim and Charlotte Norcop courtesy of the
Norcops
Page 9: Photo of RoseMarie Condon by Paul Gauthier
Page 9: Photo of Paul Gauthier by RoseMarie Condon

Communications Committee
We think of ourselves as the communications hub,
j connecting with the LAMPSletter, Website Designers,
| Archives, Videographers, the Photography Club and the
i Centennial Committee. If you are interested and have
I pertinent skills please contact Joan VanDuzer
j (joanvanduzer@sympatico.ca, 416 967-1267). We meet
j monthly, on the second Monday of each month at 5:15.
j (In Sept. only, the first meeting will be the third Monday,
] Sept. 19 because of a wedding in the VanDuzer household).

Videographers Sub-committee
j

j We would like to hone our video skills for the purposes of
; recording club events, as well as editing and preserving
I selected tapes In various formats. This could evolve into
j increasing your skill sets for fun. Special presenter for Sept.
j 26 will be announced by e-mail and posted on the web.

Website Sub-committee
Under the leadership of Bill Denton our website committee
has found a new web address for our club which is easier to
remember. The site is still under development, using the
excellent basis which Fran Sullivan developed.
New web address www.artsandlettersclub.ca
New generic emails have been established for
Archives (Scott James)—archives@artsandlettersclub.ca
Catering (Katy Pedersen)—catering@artsandlettersclub.ca
LAMPSletter (Angel and Mary)—
lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
Manager (Fiona McKeown)—
manager@artsandlettersclub. ca
Membership (Naomi Hunter)—
membership@artsandlettersclub.ca
September 2005
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MEET CANADA'S
POET LAUREATE

SPRING REVUE REUNION AND PLANNING
MEETING

Pauline Michel

Interested Members, both old hands and new are invited to a warm-up planning
meeting for the 2006 Spring Revue. The get together will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 20, 2005, most likely in the Board Room. Photos of the 2005
Revue Places Please! will be available. We are particularly interested in recruiting
new members to participate either on stage or backstage. There is lots of enjoyable
work for everyone! If you want further information about what you can expect as a
"Star" in one of Canada's longest running Club shows, contact either Betty Trott
or Mike Spence. See you on September 20th!

MUSIC DIRECTOR /ACCOMPANIST WANTED

Enjoy a panel presentation by
representatives of various arts
disciplines, with Pauline Michel of
Montreal discussing how poetry
informs and illuminates the arts.
Tuesday, September 13, 2005
Please reserve with Naomi at
416-597-0223 ext. 2 (voice mail)
Price $26.00 payable in advance
(if possible on member's credit card).
Cocktails at 6:00 p.m. Dinner and
presentation at 7:00 p.m.
Evening Panel Program will include:
Parliamentary Poet Laureate, Pauline
Michel; Nancy Kee, actress, author;
Julian Mulock, past President, artist;
Zora Buchanan, visual artist; John
Rammell, actor, speaker; Dan
Yashinsky, storyteller, author; Kirk
Dunn, fabric artist, actor; Maryann
Somerville, chaplain/spiritual &
religious care; Joysanne Sidimus,
former ballet dancer, author; Hildy
Stollery, university educator (rtd), arts
advocate; Carl Laurier, grand-nephew
of former Canadian Prime Minister,
Sir Wilfred Laurier; Pianist, Margo
Hunt; Peter Hart, Club President,
closing remarks.
Presentation developed by the Poetry
Group Planning Committee: Margo
Hunt, Poetry Group Convener, Nancy
Kee, and Hildy Stollery.
6
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The Club owes a great debt of gratitude to retiring Music Director of the Spring
Revue, Ruth Morawetz. Her infinite patience with both actors and production
crew resulted in some splendid musical moments over the pastfiveyears.
Ruth is moving on to other musical endeavours and we are looking for a new
Music Director and Accompanist, (or any combination thereof). The position offers
a wide scope for musically talented Club Members, including the opportunity to
compose original music for the many skits in the Revue. Interested Members are
invited to call either Betty Trott or Michael Spence to learn more about this
unique opportunity to contribute to the life of the Arts and Letters Club.

AUDITIONS
Martin Hunter will be directing a production of Timothy Findley's play Stillborn
Lover to be mounted as part of the Hart House Theatre season in March 2006.
The play has several interesting roles and Martin would like to cast Club
members where possible. Those interested in reading for a role are invited to
auditions being held in the Studio at the Club on Wednesday and Thursday,
September 21st and 22nd from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The Cast
HARRY RAYMOND, Canadian ambassador to Moscow, mid-to late-sixties
MARIAN RAYMOND, his wife, late fifties
DIANA MARSDEN, their daughter, a recently divorced lawyer, mid-twenties
MICHAEL WORDAN, Canada's Minister of External Affairs, touted as the next
party leader, mid-to late-sixties
JULIET RIORDAN, his wife, late fifties, early sixties
JACKMAN, Superintendent, RCMP, B-Operations, forties
MAHAVOLITCH, Corporal, RCMP, his junior partner, late twenties

Members may enjoy visiting a new website featuring the work of the late Barbara
Howard who died in December 2002. Designed by Susan Warner Keene, it's at
http: //www. barbarahoward. ca.
Editors:
Copy Editor:

Angel Di Zhang, Mary Nersessian
Merav Hoffman

REGINALD GODDEN
REMEMBERED
100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBR/VTiON
Arts and Letters Club,
Wednesday, Sept, 14, 8 p.m.
Reginald Godden
(1905-1987) was one
of Canada's most
distinguished
musicians,
broadcasters, and
teachers. His career as
a pianist began at the
age of fourteen, when
he played in the
silent movie houses
of Barrie, Ontario.
After studies with
HealeyWillan
(organ) and Ernest
Seitz (piano) at the
Toronto
Conservatory of Music, he toured during the 1930s with
Scott Malcolm as the Malcolm-Godden Piano Duo for
Columbia Concerts. Their programs were brilliant and
entertaining, mixing two-piano concert repertoire, their own
arrangements of classical standard, with infusions from the
music hall. Godden resumed piano studies with E. Robert
Schmitz and established himself as a solo artist. During the
1940s he performed Canadian premieres of works by Barber,
Copland, Prokofiev, and Shostakovich, and Canadians
Murray Adaskin, Barbara Pentland, Harry Somers, and John
Weinzweig.
Godden and Somers developed a life-long friendship and
collaboration. Somers went to Godden for piano lessons
when he was 17. Recognizing his extraordinary talent,
Godden advised him to study composition with John
Weinzweig. Somers composed several piano pieces for
Godden culminating in the Second Piano Concerto, which
he performed live to air with the CBC Symphony Orchestra
under the baton of Victor Feldbrill. That performance in
1956 was heard again 21 years later, when the only tape of
the premiere was discovered among the effects of Terence
Gibbs, the radio producer who had commissioned the work.
Godden was principal of the Hamilton Conservatory in
the early 1950s, and in 1956 he performed in Hamilton. In a
series of nine weekly recitals, he performed the cycle of 32
Beethoven piano sonatas, a Canadian premiere. Godden then
withdrew from concert life and for eight years devoted
himself to the study of Bach. After listening to a lute music
and playing on a clavichord, Godden reformed his technique

for playing Baroque music on the modern piano. He sets out
his method in detail providing many fascinating exercises in
his book Reginald Godden Plays.
When Godden returned to Toronto in the late 1960s he
gave 13 weekly lecture-recitals at the Conservatory, including
both books of the Well-Tempered Clavier, the Goldberg
Variations, and the Musical Offering, all from memory.
Avoiding all percussiveness, his performances were
remarkable for subtle colouring and lively articulation. He
wrote informative and entertaining radio programs on the
Musical Offering with the Orford String Quartet and the Art
of Fugue with the Canadian Brass. In his last years Bach had
to make room for Debussy and Hindemith. At the age of 71
Godden broadcast and recorded the Etudes of Debussy and
two years later mastered the Ludus Tonalis of Hindemith.
Godden spent his last years writing his memoirs from a vast
store of wit and wisdom pianistic, pedagogical, mycological,
but above all musical.
A Celebration of Godden s 100th Birthday will take place
Wednesday, September 14, at the Arts and Letters Club, 14
Elm St., Toronto, of which he was a long-time member. The
program will feature the Canadian Brass, Robert Aitken,
flute, Casey Sokol, piano, and Barbara Chilcott Somers,
speaker. Along with excerpts from the Art of Fugue and the
Musical Offering, it will include a piece Udo Kasemets
composed for the occasion, a dance choreographed by Holly
Small to a Godden narration, a composition by John Oswald,
original Godden pieces performed by Casey Sokol, and a
video documentary by Stuart Beecroft. Admission by free-will
donation.
Austin Clarkson

MUSICAL NOTES
We are very sorry to announce that Todor Kobakov, former
staff member and ace pianist, scheduled to open our season
has broken a finger and cannot perform. We wish Todor a
speedy and full recovery. In his place, we are very pleased to
present two of the three finalists of the Canadian Chopin
Piano Competition. (See "Music Wednesdays, September
14.)
As a special feature of the September 14 programme, the
Yamaha company is bringing one of its concert grands to the
Club for the two young artists to play.
The Music Committee has been busy scheduling tempting
events for the season. Music Club Nights and Music
Wednesdays are booked solid through the end of the year
and well into 2006. Some of the events to look forward to
include: member Larry Lake (November 28) and Stephen
Clarke (November 30). Larry is the long-time host of CBC's
Two New Hours and is a major presence on the
contemporary music scene. Stephen is a Toronto attorney
who is also the curator of the famed John R. Stratton archive
of recordings.
September 2005
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SPECIAL RIEDEL
WINE TASTING
Does the glass make a difference
to the taste of the wine?
We will prove to you that it does.
Rjedel Crystal of Austria has
discovered that to get the best out of
a specific glass of wine, it is necessary
to use a wine glass that has been
specifically designed to enhance the
grape varietals being tasted.
Your taste buds are in for
a very pleasant surprise.
We are fortunate that Don Restivo,
Riedel Vice-President of Sales for
North America will guide us through
this tasting, using Riedel glasses
specifically designed for Cabernet
Sauvignoe, Pinot Noir, Sauvignon
Blanc and New World Chardonnay.
To participate, one must purchase the
set of four glasses. Retail price at
William Ashley is $30.00 per stem
plus taxes, but Doe is offering the
glasses for this event at the wholesale
price of $20.00 per stem plus taxes,
and we get to keep the four glasses.
The fine wines used for this tasting
take the total price per attendee
to $107.50.
Attendance will be restricted to the
first 24 people to apply.
Since the Club must guarantee the
purchase of at least 24 sets of glasses,
it will be necessary to reserve with
.Naomi at 416-597-0223 ext. 2 and
to pay in advance by credit card.
Bill Whlteacre 416-979-0923 will be
glad to answer your questions.

Special Medel Wine Tasting
The Board Room
Monday the 19th of September, 2005
at 5:15 SHARP
Price $107.50 per person
which includes the purchase of four
Riedel glasses.

LOOKING BACK
Historian Donald Jones called him
"Toronto's forgotten artistic genius," and
that, sadly, is a fairly accurate description.
In some ways Frederick Sproston
Challener s work has been overlooked, due
in part to changing styles. He was
considered one of Canadas finest muralists
and historical painters—but possibly the
neglect had more than a little to do with
his unhappy, bitter wife. They were
estranged for many years but never
divorced. When he died in 1959 at the age
of ninety, his executor, Philip Clark, was
forced to hand Mrs. Challener the keys to
the artist s studio. "I knew what she was
going to do," Clark later told Raymond
Peringer, who was then dub archivist. "I
gave her the keys, and she destroyed
everything."
Well never know how many Challener
paintings were lost. But he had by then
been painting for more than seventy vearv 50 the studio may well have held many
fine pictures. He had been elected an associate member of the Royal Canadian
Academy when he was only tAvenrv-two* ind throughout his life held the
distinction of being the youngest artist *.vcr to be so honoured. His historical
paintings are in many public collections. \X hen the original painting of the Fathers
of Confederation by Robert Harri was: vkstroved in a. fire, Challener was chosen
to repaint it. It can be seen today at Quca^
iere it fills the entire wall
above the main staircase.
George Reid was one of ChallcneT \ ^rca N i; p port c r > and a lifelong friend, as
was the historical painter C.W, Jefferys. !r. avr. his icliow members at the club all
seemed to be very fond of him. Bur as early >* ) ° 1 *. M.O. Hammond was
mentioning Challener in his journals and 0 our,^ a: x*s! Bill Hearty about the
Challeners* unhappy marriage. Ethel Chalk icr u.b. vji,i Beatty, "now out of her
mind and removed to Chicago/"
Throughout Challener*s life, 111 spirt ot s i;x :n:xt < ^r ^»»mmissions, money was
often in short supply. Perhaps this was Ixca ^v' ':: \\:>,- A :x>hemian at heart, or
perhaps because he may have been .support: w L: < A i:v ,K*d rhcir four daughters.
Irma Coucill recalls that during her husban Waiter Coucil! s early days at the
club, "Charles Thompson, a genial h w \ c : , , :• s:.'r,r :l\\: I r^dcrick Challener was
short of money for the lunch tab, arrant a 1 > ':y< "••? " > chi?. As Fred was quite
elderly he enjoyed this generosity tor m
there was one
While the loss of the paintings in his
—one of the
Challener work that, ironically, Ethel (.:
ee above the
finest and best-known murals in Toron:
proscenium arch of the Royal Alexandra
^ srill in his thirties.
financier, Cawthra Mulock. When !w
:\ :or all those lovely
The subject of the mural is Venus.
female nudes?—Challener s wife.

Plan to stay for the
Club Night Dinner?
Please book and pay separately.
4
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Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back thron
history of the Club will be publish*

*:• , ^vKpvehensive

Jim and Charlotte Norcop
By Alexandra Eadie

Jim and Charlotte Norcop have been members of the club
for just a few years, but they have already enriched it by
programming many wonderful events—Charlotte for the
Members Dinners and Jim for the Music Committee, of
which he is now deputy chairman. Their many years of
experience with the Ontario Arts Council certainly show.
Jim's career started when, as a boy in California, he sang
professionally with the Robert Mitchell Boys Choir in
Hollywood. In fact, he appeared with the choir in such
movies as Going My Way, starring Bing Crosby.
He studied music and voice, (he is a baritone) but decided
in his early 30s to work in arts administration, a choice he has
never regretted. After a start with Seattle's symphony orchestra,
he took a position with the Vancouver Opera Company. That
led to a move to Toronto in 1967 to work for the Ontario Arts
Council, which the Ontario government had created in 1963
to promote the study, enjoyment and the production of the
arts. He became its music officer. Charlotte says with a smile
that she was very pleased to see such an interesting person
arrive in the next office. They married, and for most of the
time until 1982 they worked together at the OAC.

Charlotte was born in Toronto, and graduated from the
University of Toronto in the 1950s with a degree in English
language and literature. Since jobs were scarce for women
with her qualifications, she took afive-weekcourse in typing
and shorthand and hoped she would not have to face her
bogeyman and become a bank teller. Eventually, through
lucky connections, she landed a job with the National Ballet
working for its founder, Celia Franca. Among other things,
Charlotte booked ballet tours and accompanied Ms. Franca
on her travels. During this time, Charlotte also performed
with Toronto's Alumnae Theatre Company. In 1965, she
joined the Ontario Arts Council as the theatre and dance
officer and was their third employee.
It was an exciting time to be promoting the arts and
artists. It was difficult for small towns to secure professional
arts entertainment and there were few concert or
entertainment series outside the big cities. There were no
Canadian agents and it was hard for artists to organize venues
on their own. Jim worked with local organizations to
program cultural series and bring the arts and artists to
smaller towns. Jim also started Contact, an annual congress
and showcase forum where employers and performers from
across Canada could network and do business. It is now in its
35 th year.
. • At the beginning, the OAC reported directly to the
Ministry of Education and there was a strong feeling of
independence. By 1982, the OAC had grown a lot and now
reported to the Ministry of Culture. After almost 20 years
and a little worn out, Jim and Charlotte decided to retire
early and young. They haven't stopped being busy since.
They moved to Petawawa on the Ottawa River, were they
had a winterized summer cottage. They participated in
community activities, shared their skills with the community
and were kept very busy. As Jim says, small towns need
everything you've got. They both practised Tai Chi, Jim
taught private voice classes, and Charlotte learned the art of
fine dress-making.
A few years ago, they moved back to Toronto and found a
lovely home in Ancroft Place. This is a complex of large
brown brick townhouses, built in 1927, but from the inside
it is far from obvious that you're in a townhouse. The estate,
which comes with a custodian and few gardening
responsibilities, is on the route of one of the Royal Ontario
Museum's walking tours. The Norcops3 collection of
Canadian art includes some works done especially for them.
They love the outdoors, and have taken long canoe trips.
Jim still practises and teaches Tai Chi. As part of their
volunteer work for at the National Ballet School, the two of
them act as a special host to a young Swedish boy studying
here.
At the club, Jim is helping to research a proposal for an
improvement on the club's 1913 grand piano. They are
looking forward to some extended visits to France and will
rent a home in Provence, using the Globe and Mail
Personals.
September 2005
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
June 27—Summer Show: Still Life
On until September 10th
Lupe Rodriguez was our guest on opening night: an
intriguing lecture!

Sept. 12-Oct. 3—Condon-Gauthier Duo Show
As We See It
Come and see this exciting show, meet our Club members
who are a dynamic duo!

Oct. 3-Oct 31—Current Colour Group
Watercolour Show
Get those paintbrushes wet... Bring work in on Oct. 1 by
10:00 a.m. Jury. Andy Donato will be our guest speaker at
the Oct. 3 opening

Oct. 31-Nov. 10—Ray Cattel and 100 Prints
What a privilege to have Ray's works from a book entitled Isle
ofDemons (by G. Woodcock). Special theatre presentation on
opening night, Oct. 31.

ADVANCE NOTICE:
Our Xmas Auction opens November 12 so we need YOU to
pick up your medium in September-October from the Club.
This year: "In the Bag"—paint, photograph, decorate,
cutout, bags—or make a sculptured bag, a bag with a theme
... we supply bags, you create.
ALSO: sign up sheet for artists who want to create an
original design on a plate: Artists will need to go to the shop
for the work to be done on site: Info will be on the piano in
Lounge in September! We can also go as a group, please sign
up to design your plate!
An upcoming show may be based on pages of your
sketchbook—this will prove to be a very interesting show.
Also: Ideas for Centenary Projects welcome! Contact Marjuf
Nousiainen at 905-889-2902.

Outdoor Sketching Group
Our summer season is going well thanks to the hospitality of
Andrew Sookrah, Feggy Stoddard and Ted Brock. Margaret
Ludwig, (416) 489-1283, will take your name for our
September 10th event at Stan and Jean Edwards', (maps on
the bar piano)
After a great summer we can look forward to our October
14—16 fall Weekend getaway. It will be at Wigamog Inn
again. Call them now at 1-800-661-2010
(www.wigamoginn.com) to reserve, as a limited block of
rooms have been put aside for us at $99/per person/per day
based on double occupancy.
Call Gwen Jones (416) 698-6025 in early October for this
occasion. Don't forget that everyone is welcome.
8
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WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Tuesday 6th Informal Lunch
Tuesday 13th Informal Lunch
Tuesday 20th Summer Reading
Tuesday 27th MIKE FILEY
'Toronto—Then and Now"
Mr. Filey's books on the history of Toronto
will be available for purchase.

Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:15 p.m. sharp—Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
Wednesday, September 14

DONNA LEE, piano
THOMAS YU, piano
AH Chopin Programme
Every five years, the Canadian Chopin Piano Competition
selects three top young Canadian pianists to compete at the
famous International Chopin Competition in Warsaw.
We have the privilege of hearing two of these artists
before they leave for Poland.
Wednesday, September 21
AKEMI MERCER, violin
RACHEL MERCER, cello
Brilliant soloists in their own right, sisters Akemi and Rachel
combine as the Mercer Duo in two duos by twentieth
century masters Bohuslav Martinu and Zoltan Kodaly.
Wednesday, September 28
TODD YANIW, piano
Todd is the 2005 winner of the TSO/TD National Piano
Concerto Competition. He will perform with the Toronto
Symphony November 13 & 13. Hear him first at the Club!

WHAT'S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Film Night with Brad Darch

Club Nights

Bar, 5:30 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Screening, 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50. Screening, Free
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223, ext. 2

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at ext. 2
(voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $16.50 payable at the door

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH
Wildly courageous. Wildly funny.
Carole Lombard and Jack Benny in:

"TO BE OR NOT TO BE"

Monday, September 12
As We See It Condon-Gauthier Duo Show
September 12-Oct. 3,2005

The world is on the brink of war but the show must go on.
In 1942, director Ernst Lubitsch, whose witty
"Lubitsch touch" had stylishly lampooned sex and wealth,
daringly took on a new target: Nazism.
Husband-and-wife Shakespearian actors, Joseph and Maria
Tura (Benny and Lombard) use their wits and stage skills to
outmaneuver the Gestapo in occupied Poland.
And this is a comedy!
The subject of intense critical controversy upon its release,
"To Be Or Not To Be" is indeed one of the most gutsy
statements against fascism made through the medium of
the cinema. Lubitsch effortlessly glides between action,
drama and slapstick as our two actors save their beloved
country from the likes of such Nazi buffoons as
"Concentration Camp" Ehrhardt
(1 do the concentrating, they do the camping').
As relevant today as it was during World War II, don't miss
this powerful and hilarious motion picture.

For further information please call
Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15,2005

THE IMPORTANCE OF
SAVING ONTARIO'S HERITAGE:
An Evening with The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander,
Chairman of the Ontario Heritage Foundation.

Writers Table
On Friday September 9th, 2004, at the Writer's Table,
Log McQuaig will talk on
"How to write a Cartoon book."
For further information
call Jack McQuaig at 416-489-9289.

RoseMarie Condon is an accomplished illustrator and artist,
who enjoys painting landscapes,
flora and fauna, of our North.
Paul Gauthier is a landscape artist and photographer, who
also loves to paint in the High Arctic, N.W. Territories. Both
artists are shown at galleries and shows across Canada. We
are delighted that we will be hosting this show.
Monday, September 19
Walter Buczynski, piano
Following his fine programme last January, member Walter
Buczynski returns in a solo piano "surprise programme."
Walter has managed the unusual feat of pursuing his
concert career as well as a distinguished teaching career at
the Faculty of Music, University of Toronto.
September 2005
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Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

3
CLUB
CLOSED

8

9
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio

10
Outdoor
Sketching
Group

15
Member's
Dinner

16

17

CLUB
CLOSED

5

7
6
Literary
Painters
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon

11
Painters
Studio

12

13
Club Night
Literary
Dinner
Table
6:30 p.m.
Communications Special
Committee 5:15
Poetry
Evening
6:00 p.m.

14

18
Painters
Studio

19

21

25
Painters
Studio

27
26
Videography Literary
presentation Table
Spring
Revue Info
session
7:00 p.m.

20

Riedel Wine
Tasting
5:15 p.m.
Executive
Committee
5:15

Literary Table
Spring Revue
Planning
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
Painters Studio
Reginald
Godden
8:00 p.m.

Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio
Auditions
7:00 p.m.

Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly
marked.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or (same
deadline) to both of our editors via e-mail (preferred to
mailbox submissions).
E-mail: lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca automatically
forwards to both editors.
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Painters Studio
LAMPSLetter
deadline

24
22
23
Literary
TGIF Lunch
Table Lunch 12:00 noon
12:00 noon
LAMPSIetter
Stuffing
Auditions
7:00 p.m.
Painters
Studio

29
28
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio

Next Issue Deadline:
September 16f 2005 at 12:00 noon

Saturday

2
CLUB
CLOSED

i

4
CLUB
CLOSED

Friday

30
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Painters
Studio

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION POLICIES
RESERVATIONS:
With Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of
the event
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled without
charge up to 48 hours before the event Sorry, charges apply
after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by
credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry,
cancellations are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: wwwinterlog.com/-artslets/
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President's Remarks

MEMBERS' DINNER

In typically Canadian fashion the Club
woke up after Labour Day with a
plethora of functions! After the first,
well-attended, TGIF luncheon on the
ninth of September, the week started
with Monday's Club Night, marking the
opening of the RoseMarie
Condon/Paul Gauthier duo show.
Thanks to Margo Hunt, whose idea
and concept it was, and with the help of
Hildy Stollery and Nancy Kee, the
Club lavishly entertained the Poet Laureate, Pauline Michel, to a
special dinner Tuesday evening. Wednesday became a musical
day, which saw the first of the season's Music Wednesday recitals
and, in the evening, a non-club function, the 100th Birthday
Celebration of Club member, Reginald Godden, (1905-1987).
At the Members' Dinner on Thursday we were privileged to have
the Honourable Lincoln Alexander, (a recent Honorary
Member of the Club) accept as our guest speaker, however, due
to minor surgery, he was unable to attend and Dr. James Angus
read his speech. The week wound up with another successful
TGIF luncheon and the deadline for this LAMPSletterl
The Theatre Committee has started to organize next April's
Spring Revue and Ed Hill's play that is being presented in
November.
Unfortunately the deadline date for this LAMPSletter precedes
the presentation of Vice-President Lorna Kelly's report of the
Ad-hoc Committee on Management to the Executive
Committee on September 19. However, I gave you some of the
statistical data in my last column and her report will be posted
with that Executive Committee's minutes shortly after that
meeting. It will be summarized in the next LAMPSletterl
The Club was prepared for the post-Labour Day onslaught by
staff members Luke Champion, Jozsef Qody) Hoes and Chris
Gardiner, ably supported by our Acting General Manager, Fiona
McKeown.
Finally, we wish staff member Katy Pedersen, who has left to
follow her chosen occupation, publishing, great success. Katy
took over the task of organizing rental, Club and member
bookings, on very short notice, with competence and
professionalism. This is exemplified by her commitment to be
available to help her successor during the next few months.
Peter Hart

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2005
Please reserve with Naomi
at ext 2 (voice mail)
Bar 6:00 p.m., Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price $26 payable in advance

Laura Brandon

Curator of War Art,
Canadian War Museum
Laura Brandon will speak about her recent
biography, Pegi By Herself: The Life qfPegi Nicol
MacLeod, Canadian Artist (2005) and the exhibit
of Nicol MacLeod's work currently on display in
Oshawa at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery, entitled
A Life in Art. She will also comment on her
upcoming book, Art or Memorial? The Forgotten
History of Canada's War Art.
As Curator of War Art, Brandon has added over
2000 works to the war art collections.
Her exhibition, Canvas of War (2000) received
the Canadian Museum Association's
Award of Excellence.

Members News

is also a member of the Order of Ontario. This recent award
is another well-deserved honour that recognizes her ongoing
support for the arts. Our congratulations, Lela!
And, speaking of honours, Ann and Ezra Schabas' son,
Bill, has been named an Officer of the Order of Canada, in
recognition of his work for human rights. Bill is the third
generation of this family to be honoured—his father, Ezra,
and his grandfather, the late Barker Fairley, have also been
named to the Order.
Rudolf Stussi's painting "Adelaide" has been published as
the cover of The Artists Foundation "City Streets 2006:
Painters* View Toronto" calendar. The calendar comprises
twelve exceptional paintings of the city by twelve artists. The
proceeds from the calendar will benefit two arts
organizations, The Artists Foundation and SKETCH.
Art Steven has a painting juried into the O.S.A. Portrait
Show at the Varley Gallery, opening on September 29,
7—9 p.m. and running to Nov. 27.
On Oct. 16, a show of paintings by Jessica Steven will
open at "The Gallery Wall" in the Kingsway: Bloor at Prince
Edward Dr. The show will continue to Oct. 28.

The Club's association with the Hart House Theatre,
through the Group of Seven and other members, is the theme
of an exhibition at the Barnicke Gallery in Hart House. It is
well worth a visit as it is interesting and informative. The
President, Peter Hart, attended the Opening Reception, as
did fellow members, Michael Spence, Martin Hunter,
Martha Mann and Johanna Sedlmayer-Katz.
Jocelyn Shaw will have a show of recent paintings and
sculpture together with painter friend Margaret Watson, on
Oct. 28, 5—9 p.m., and Oct. 29? 2—7 p.m., at the Women's
Art Institute, 23 Prince Arthur Ave.
Celebrating the beauty of northern Ontario in all seasons,
the gallery in Algonquin Park is displaying oil paintings by
RoseMarie Condon and Paul Gauthier. The show runs at
the Gallery in the Park until Thanksgiving Day, Oct. 17 and
displays the work of a number of artists who explore and paint
Algonquin, one of the most important parks in Canada.
Olja Muiler is having a show, Contours, in Sunderland
Hall at the First Unitarian Congregation of Toronto, at 175
St. Clair Ave. W. just west of Avenue Rd. The show runs
Oct. 2 to Oct. 30. The opening reception is Oct. 2 from
1—3 p.m. Call 416-924-9654 to confirm or arrange a time
with Olja at 416-489-2024.
Out-of-town member Jane Champagne, who had a hand
in What's Age Got to Do With It, an exhibition of paintings by
senior artists, asked Zora Buchanan, John Frei, John Joy,
and Les Tibbies to participate. The show runs until late
October at Gallery De Boer in Owen Sound. For more
information, call 519-376-7914 or log on to
www.gallerydeboer.ca. This will be an annual event, so if
there are other Club members over 70 interested in next
year's show, contact Ron de Boer at info@gallerydeboer.ca.
Elizabeth Berry will take part in the annual Beach Studio
Tour. This takes place on Oct. 14, 6 p.m.—9 p.m.; Oct. 15,
10 a.m.—6 p.m.; and Oct. 16, 10 a.m.—6 p.m. Twenty artists
open their studios in the Beach area for this event. For maps
and information visit the website www.beachstudiotour.ca.
Lois Dierlam will be the feature artist at the Westmount
Gallery, 88 Advance Rd. in Etobicoke. The opening reception,
with artist present, will be held Oct. 22, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
"Treasured Moments" will continue until Nov. 5.
Wendy Boyd will be having an exhibition of her
paintings, pastels and mosaics at the Boulevard Club, 14911553 Lakeshore Boulevard W. on Oct. 15 and Sunday, Oct.
Hear::^- . _
on : ; \ ' '
16, 11 a.m.—5 p.m. Opening reception, Oct. 17, 7—9 p.m.
All are welcome to attend.
All members are invited to attend a retrospective show for
O.K. Schenk RCA at the Burdette Gallery, which is located
CORRECTION
between Fergus and Orangeville. The opening is from
5-8 p.m. on the 22nd of October. For location information,
please checkwww.burdettegallery.com or call 519-928-^ >4"".
Lela Wilson, who will celebrate her 95th birthday next
month, was recently named to the Order of Nova Scotia. S c.'a
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New Members
Kimberley Crowe has exhibited her
artwork at festival, galleries, bars and
cafes. Her work has been purchased in
the USA, Africa, UK and Canada. She
has illustrated, written and published a
children's book. She has supported,
through her picture book and
donations, Ronald McDonald House,
Heart and Stroke Foundation and the
Hospital for Sick Children. Sponsored
by Frances Webster and Barbara Effer.
Rishalfcrke has a B.F.A. in Theatre
Production and Technology from
Simon Fraser University in B.C. Her
theatre skills include scenic construction
and painting, sound editing,
hand/machine sewing and sound and
light board operation. She would like to
be involved with stage and play writing.
"Supporting the arts in Canada is a
passion of mine," she says. Sponsored by
Leslie Fairfield and Ray Peringer.
Martha ^{fest Gayford is a Fine Arts
graduate of OCA. She is a member of the
Canadian Society of Painters in
Watercolour and the Colour and Form
Society. She has had numerous
exhibitions in Canada, USA and Mexico.
Her work was presented in a 2000 issue
of International Artist. Sponsored by
Eleanor Besen and Rudolf Stussi.
Jeanne Hart retired from the
Military Forces to take up the serious
study of drawing and painting. She is
presently attending the Academy of
Fine Arts in Verenne, Quebec and is a
member of Canadian Artist
Representation. She has had many
exhibitions in Quebec and lately in
Mississauga. She has been enjoying the
Sunday Painters at the Club.
Sponsored by Dennis Rose and
Andrew Sookrah.
Sheila K. Stene is a retired high
school teacher who writes that she is
an "amateur" musician and a "wouldbe" sketch artist who would like to
enhance her talents by associations
with the Club. She has a keen interest
in environmental issues. Sponsored by
Joan Holben and Kay Cook.
Lynn Gordon, a journalism
graduate of Columbus University, is a

well-known radio and television
personality with 25 years on-air
experience. As well as being an expert
in investigative and consumer
reporting, she is an author and an
actress. Sponsored by John Twomey
and Margo Elizabeth Hunt.
Oddvar Diesen Pederson operated
a small printing company in Toronto
and in Florida from where he returned
to Canada in 2003 to live in
Georgetown. He is a member of Penz
Pallette Club of Halton Hills and has
exhibited his paintings in local art
shows. He is interested in oil painting
and in artistic gallery-quality framings.
Sponsored by Douglas Purdon and
Rosemary Aubert.
Dipak Mazumdar is a professional
economist who has studied and worked
in the UK, USA and Canada. He has
published five books and numerous
articles on economics. He has a life long
interest in poetry. He says that
translating poetry from one language to
another is one of the best ways to get to
know a poem.. He has turned to
different genres—music, dance, drama,
painting and poetry—in a new
modernistic style. Sponsored by Barbara
E. Mercer and Flora Danzlger.
Pauline Mazumdar practiced
medicine for twenty years then went
back to college to become an historian.
She has been a professor of the history
of medicine at the University of
Toronto since 1977. She is interested
in the arts and would like to meet likeminded people. Sponsored by Barbara
E. Mercer and Flora Danziger.

New Honorary
Member
The Honourable James K. Bartleman,
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario is the
E. J. Pratt Honorary member for
Literature. He is the author of Out of
Muskoka; On Six Continents;
Rollercoaster and a new book to be
published later this year. He is
interested in literature, opera, and
visual arts. He is looking forward to
meeting people with mutual interests.

MUSICAL NOTES
The Music Committee occasionally
receives an unwelcome surprise when an
artist has to cancel a performance. This
season Todor Kobakov had to cancel our
opening concert, because of a broken
finger, and he also has had to postpone a
duo concert, scheduled for Oct. 26.
Member Jonathan Krehm has
filled the void with an excellent
woodwind quintet. (See Music
Wednesday, Oct. 26.)
When Winona Zelenka, the superb
Principal Cello of the Toronto
Symphony and a Club favourite, phoned
to ask if she could change her Oct. 17
Club Night, our hearts fell. Had
someone put a hex on our music season?
Not at all, this change was fantastic news!
Winona asked if we would mind if
she brought along three colleagues
from the Toronto Symphony:
Concertmaster Jacques Israelievitch;
Principal Second Violin Paul Meyer;
and Principal Viola Teng Li—i.e. the
new Toronto Symphony String
Quartet. WOULD WE MIND?? So,
dear members, run, do not walk to the
phone and book with Naomi for Club
Night, Oct. 17.
Needless to say, the Music
Committee will be happy to entertain
any such changes in the future.

Attention chairpersons!
To the chairpersons of all groups and
activities, a kind reminder that they
must compose a short paragraph
describing their group so that the squib
may appear in the informational leaflet
for new members that is in the works.
Please send the copy to
strucken@cogeco.ca as soon as possible.

The Arts and Letters Singers have
reconvened. Come and join us! Every
Tuesday at 5:15 p.m. For additional
information please contact Reg
Wallace 416-485-9697.
Editors: Angel Di Zhang,
Mary Nersessian
October 2005
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LOOKING BACK

Sketch ofA.J. Casson by Megan McBurney

It isn't often, during the course of
researching club history, that I stumble
upon the story of a member who went
to prison. In fact, I'm so accustomed
to writing about the distinguished
among us, that coming across a
scoundrel was a real surprise. His
name was Neil Sharkey and his sad
story unfolded more than forty years
ago, as part of the Great Canadian Art
Fraud.
Towards the end of 1962, Russell
Harper, a Canadian art expert at the
National Gallery, contacted the antirackets branch of the Ontario Provincial
Police, charging that the forgery of
Canadian paintings had reached such
proportions that "the art-buying public
was paying thousands of dollars for
absolutely worthless junk." Inspector
James Erskine of the OPP was put in
charge of the investigation. His first
break came a few months later during
an auction at the Ward-Price gallery,
when bidding began for a painting
reputedly by J.E.H. MacDonald. The
Toronto Stars art critic, Elizabeth
Kilbourn, interrupted to ask auctioneer
Ben Ward-Price, "What collection do
those MacDonalds come from?" After
the ensuing commotion, gallery
workmen pushed their way through the
crowd to confront Betsy and her friend,
Sheila Mackenzie. In due course, the
painting was taken to the Art Gallery of
Ontario—it proved to be a fake.
4
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Erskine had a search warrant sworn out,
then dropped in at the Ward-Price
Gallery. He seized seven paintings and
sales records.
In the following months, Erskine
approached A.J. Casson who offered
his services, saying, "It's the least I can
do to clear the names of my friends."
Charles Comfort, then the director of
the National Gallery, also helped with
the investigation, as did Arthur
Lismer. In due course, after amassing
dozens of fake paintings, Leslie Lewis,
who operated his own studio-gallery at
the rear of the Ward-Price premises,
and Sharkey, a young Scottish
immigrant who owned the Scottish
Art Gallery, were charged with
conspiracy to defraud. In a crowded
courtroom (where a young student,
Ted Brock, was a daily visitor during
the five-day trial), A.Y. Jackson took
the stand to identify fourteen badlycopied paintings that bore his
signature. "I didn't paint this. I'd be
ashamed of it!" Lewis and Sharkey
pleaded guilty to defraud and to sixtyeight separate counts of fraud.
Sharkey had not been an Arts and
Letters man for long when his world
fell apart. He had joined the club in
December 1963, nominated by Lewis
Parker and seconded by Alan
Fleming, both of whom were taken in
by a charming scoundrel. Lewis was
sentenced to two years less a day,
Sharkey got one year. He "resigned"
from the club in March 1964.
And what did Casson get? Having
just received the Order of Canada, and
after assisting Erskine in dozens of
forgery investigations, Casson was made
a Full Inspector of the OPP. According
to his friend, Walter CoucMl, Cass loved
to show people the leather case with his
badge on one side, and his photo and
credentials on the other. It was "to mean
more to him than all the doctorates and
other honours he had ever received."
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Clubs first 100 years, A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Page 1: Photo of Laura Brandon,
courtesy of Laura Brandon
Page 2: Photo of Lorna Kelly and
Bill Whiteacre, courtesy of
Loma Kelly
Page 4; Sketch of AJ. Casson by
Megan McBurney
Page 5: Photo of Dorset cottage,
courtesy of Reg Wallace
Page 6: Poster of "The King of Kings,"
courtesy of Brad Darch
Page 7: Photo of Winona Zelenka,
courtesy of Winona Zelenka
Page 7: Photo of Ray Cattell,
courtesy of Ray Cattell
Dr. Healey WiUan was one of the
greatest Canadian musicians of the
twentieth century. He was renowned as
a composer, conductor, organist and
teacher. He was also a long-time
member of the Arts and Letters Club.
Many members will have heard the
choir that bears his name in concert last
season. On Oct. 12, the Healey Willan
Singers and Voices celebrate Dr. Willan's
125th birthday with a concert devoted
exclusively to his compositions. The
concert will take place at St. Thomas's
Church, 383 Huron St., Toronto. If
members are interested in ordering,
ticket orders received before Oct. 11,
2005 will be subject to a 25 per cent
discount. For more information:
http://www.healeywillansingers.ca/ or
call 416-924-0753.

New Communications
Committee Chair
Roland de Corneille is taking over
the role of Communications
Committee Chair. Please note that the
meeting schedule will be changed. The
next meeting will be Tuesday Oct. 18
at 6:00 p.m. Anyone is welcome. It
helps to know who is coming so please
respond to Roland at
decorn@allstream.net.

Postcards
from
Abroad
Fielding sfarm (now known
as Church Farm) where Henry
Fielding spent his childhood

Exploring Dorset
For the last twenty years Ann and I have spent part of the
summer visiting the southern English county of Dorset. We stay
in Sturminster Newton, an old market town with a population
of about 3,000. This is where Thomas Hardy lived after he
ceased practicing architecture and turned to full time writing.
While living there he wrote the Return of the Native. His best
known novel, Tess of the D'Urbervilles, is set in the Blackmore
Vale which is the area surrounding Sturminster Newton.
This summer we decided to explore East Stour. This is a
small village 8 km north of Sturminster Newton. East Stour is one
of four villages in the vicinity that take their names from the
River Stour. The river starts at Stourhead and meanders
through Dorset, reaching the sea just east of Bournemouth.
The purpose of the exploration was to see if we could find
out anything about Augustus Bridle, the founder of the Arts and
Letters Club. Mrs. Salisbury, whose family owned the Church Farm
in East Stour, stated that Bridle was a common name in the village.
One of the other namesfrequendyfound was Ridout. These names
illustrate the importance of the horse in rural England.
According to George Bridle, writing in The Beaver in February
2004, Augustus Bridle was born in 1868. His mother Sarah, an
orphaned teenager with consumption, died two years later.
Augustus was signed over to Stephenson's National Children's
Home and Orphanage. The life of orphaned children at that
time was well described by Charles Dickens in his novel Oliver
Twist. The social solution for the problem of unwanted children
was to ship them overseas to countries like Canada. Augustus was
sent to Canada at the ripe old age often. It is difficult to imagine
our ten-year-old grandson being sent on a journey like this, never
to return. Augustus Bridle was extremely fortunate in having a
school teacher who taught him and encouraged him to attend
university, a relatively rare experience at that time.
While we were in East Stour we discovered that this was
where Henry Fielding (1707—1754) had spent his childhood.
His mother inherited the property in East Stour and the
family moved there when Henry was three years old. Henry
was sent to Eton College where he learned to love literature
and the classics. Fielding became a playwright in London
then studied law and became a magistrate. He is credited
with starting the Bow Street Runners, the forerunner of the
London Metropolitan Police. Fielding then turned to writing
and is recognized as the founder of the English novel. He
wrote the History of Tom Jones, which was published in 1749.
One could surmise that there must have been something special
in the water to generate such notable persons in literature in one
small comer of Dorset. The water is the water from the River Stour.

Wanted: Numismatists!
kvcr since coins were invented, they have been sought by
collectors, some of whom MAY be members of the Arts and
Letters Club.
The late Betty Postill loved numismatics and instigated a
campaign to enlist the Royal Numismatic Society of Canada's
help in formally requesting the Royal Mint to issue a coin to
mark our club's 2008 centenary (also the Mint's).
This task is being reactivated by the Communications
Committee, which seeks help from numismatists with
expertise and connections to persuade the Royal Mint to
issue a club centenary coin.
Our request is substantial, since several coins issued by the
Royal Mint have been designed by Arts and Letters Club
members.
Among them: Emmanuel Hahn, designer of the Bluenose
dime, caribou quarter, silver dollar canoe; Dora de PederyHunt, designer of the Queens head on ALL Canadian
coinage.
Walter Allward, created the Vimy Ridge Memorial, which
the Royal Mint remembered with a special issue silver nickel.
Coin collectors please come forth! Contact Roland de
Comeille or George Garlock of the Communications
Committee. This project will be a combined effort of the
Communications Committee and the Centenary Committee
under John Lawson. The Communications Committee is
also pursuing Canada Post for a centenary stamp.
Re: The occasion of the visit to our club of Canada's Poet
Laureate, Pauline Michel excerpted from the longer poem by
Margo E. Hunt
Poetry had always rested on page before me,
Something in mere black print.
But, good grief—and I did behold it
With my very eyes 'n ears
Suddenly September 13th, it "blew its cover"
Why—out of LIPS—and what nerve
Into the very microphones, it "SPOKE"
Royally, and even with certain definition of fact
Can you believe it?
Moreover—
Had the nerve to talk about itself
and come ALIVE
For I saw it. I really, really did
Poetry turning itself into the
"Being" of a hundred people—it's true reality
Absolutely in operational area...proven
By eight or so on stage.
Then POETRY spoke again,
With proof yet, said clearly to all
I am everywhere and every place...
'N see... You very folks embody me!
October 2005
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Oct. 3-Oct. 31: "Current Colour"—Group Watercolour Show
(juried)—get those paintbrushes wet... Bring work in on Oct.
1 by 10:00 a.m. Andy Donato will be our guest speaker for the
Oct. 3 opening. Make sure to book now with Naomi.

WHAT'S ON IN OCTOBER
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)

Oct. 21: Special artists' brunch this year, where several of our
artists will informally talk about their works and their vision
after TGIF lunch. All are invited to attend.

October 4—Professor Emeritus William Blissett
Happy Enough, George Johnston in poems and letters

Oct. 31-Nov. 10: Ray Cattells 100 Prints. Masterworks of
prints from the book Island ofDemons. Special theatre
presentation on opening night, Oct. 31.

October 11—A. F. Moritz, a talk and a reading.
What is a book of poems?
Thoughts on the unity of verse collections and my own
experience in writing Night Street Repairs

Nov. 12-Dec. 12: "In the Bag" and "Plats du Jour."
Our Christmas auction opens. Exciting new venues this year.
Please make sure to pick up your bags for your projects from
the Club Manager.
This year: paint, photograph, decorate, cutout bags—or
make a sculptured bag, a bag with a theme...
In addition, create an original design on a plate. Artists
will need to go to the shop for the work to be done on site.
Information to be found in plinths in lounge. Thank you to
Jamie Hewson for his beautiful display and ideas.
Announcing... Our Charter Women's Art Show—a special
show and event coming up on Feb. 13, 2006.
All visual artists who are charter women, let us know if
you are exhibiting. Also, we are looking for collectors who
may have works done by deceased Charter Women.
Thank you everyone!
Mar jut Nousiainen, chair

WHAT'S ON IN OCTOBER
Music Wednesdays
Lunch 12:00 noon; Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voice mail)
Wednesday, Oct. 5
RACHEL MERCER, cello
Renowned soloist and chamber musician Rachel Mercer will
play solo suites by Bach and Gaspar Cassado
Wednesday, Oct. 12
CECILIA KANG, clarinet; JENNIFER YU, piano
Prize-winner Cecilia Kang returns to the Club
after making a big hit last year
Wednesday, Oct. 19
ROGER YUEN, piano
Another prize-winner and Club favorite returns
Wednesday, Oct. 26
ANYA PODREZO, flute; SENYA TRUBASHNIK, oboe
DOROTHY FLEMING, bassoon; TOM FLEMING, French horn
JONATHAN KREHM, clarinet
These top players will present a programme
of French woodwind music.
6
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October 18—Michael Tait
Maligning the noble bard: Shakespeare, Anthony Burgess,
Nothing Like the Sun
October 25—Peter Webb
Where Angels Fear to Tread (Campbell v. Hogg et al)

Film Night with Brad Darch
Bar at 5:30 p.m.; Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Screening approx. 7:30 p.m.
Price: Dinner, $16.50
Film Screening, Free
Reservations essential at
(416) 597-0223, ext. 2
Wednesday, Oct. 12
The Greatest Story Ever Told as only
Cecil B. DeMille could tell it:
"THE KING OF KINGS"
In 1927, armed with $2.5 million US, the man who helmed
"The Ten Commandments" transformed the life and Passion
of the Christ into a blockbuster. "The King of Kings" remains
a major technical achievement of its era. Especially notable
is the impressive cinematography, ghostly special effects
which must have been shocking in its day, and the early
usage of "two-strip" Technicolour.
Embodying the complete director stereotype, DeMille would
outfit himself daily in his uniform which consisted of
megaphone, high boots, riding breeches and twin pearlhandled revolvers (a necessary precaution against the lions and
tigers cast in the pagan orgy scenes). He also ordered that his
two main stars, H.B. Warner and Dorothy Cumming, not be seen
indulging in any "un-Biblical" activities which included attending
ball games, card games, night clubbing, swimming or riding in
convertibles (?!). Spectacular and deeply reverent, 'The King of
Kings" became a lasting influence on the religious film and the
Hollywood epic. Silent with new musical score. 112 minutes.

Writers Table
On Friday Oct. 7,2005 at the Writers Table,
Lynn Gordon will talk on "Working without a net."
For further information call Jack McQuaig at 416-489-9289.

WHAT'S ON IN OCTOBER
Club Nights
Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at ext. 2
(voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $16.50 payable at the door

Monday, Oct. 31

Monday, Oct. 3
Andy Donato will be our guest speaker for the
"Current Colour" watercolour show.
Donato was born in Scarborough, graduated from Danforth
Technical School in 1955. He joined the Toronto Telegram in
1961, and in I968 he was appointed Art Director and began
cartooning on a part-time basis. He joined the Toronto Sun
in I974. Indeed, we all know his wonderful cartoons.
Monday, Oct. 17

Theatre group presentation of play on opening night of
Ray Cattell: 100 Prints from the Island of Demons

TORONTO SYMPHONY STRING QUARTET
Jacques Israelievitch, violin; Paul Meyer, violin
Teng Li, viola; Winona Zelenka, cello
A rare opportunity to hear the four leading string players of
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. They will play a delightful
programme of Mozart, Ravel and Mendelssohn.
Monday, Oct. 24
Onnig Cavouk will discuss and illustrate the Art of Portrait
Photography. Cavouk has a long history of family
involvement in portraiture. For three generations "Portraits
by Cavouk" has been a tradition in Canada and around the
world. He is the grandson of the dynasty's founder,
Ohanness Cavoukian. His father, Arto, established the firm in
the Colonnade in Toronto and his son is unabashedly proud
of his forebears' talents behind the camera. Indeed, he takes
great pleasure in informally teaching the art of portraiture
and developing photos to small groups of amateurs, as well
as some of the top CEOs in North America. Many of our Club
members have been subjects for "Portraits by Cavouk."
Let's all learn how to improve our photographing skills.

Ray Cattell was born in Birmingham England in 1921.
He studied at the Birmingham College of Art under its
principal: watercolourist Harold Holden and Royal
Academician Fleetwood Walker. His studies were
interrupted by the Second World War when he served in the
Royal Navy from 1940 to 1946. After the war he continued
his studies until 1947 when he moved to London
to be an Art Director/Graphic Designer.
In 1954 Cattell moved to Toronto, Canada where, since
1963, he has maintained a continuous international
exhibition record in both solo and group shows, winning
numerous prizes and awards: Watercolour Award: Toronto
3rd Outdoor Show 1963, Royal Canadian Academy 1964,
Haddasah prize 1965,1967, Baxter Purchase Award 1967. He
is three time winner of the Honour Award, Canadian Society
of Painters in Watercolour and has served as a selecting
juror for many open art competitions.
He is a member of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts, past
president and life member of the Canadian Society of
Painters in Water Colour and a life member
of the Ontario Society of Artists.

Poetry Group
The Poetry Group will meet on
Tuesday, Oct. 11 at 4 p.m.
in the library.
Travel photos, or photos of other occasions, accompanied
by your relative poems, would be most welcome. You may
prefer to challenge poets present at the meeting to write
"on the spot" poetry to accompany what you have brought.
For further information, please telephone
Margo Hunt at 416 925-8922.
October 2005
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Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

Friday

Saturday
1
Art
Hanging

4

2
Painters
Studio

3
Club Night,
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Membership
Committee Mtg
5:00 p.m.
Art Committee
Mtg 5:15 p.m.

Lit Committee
10:45 a.m.
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Activities
Committee
Meeting 6 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.

9
Painters
Studio

10

11

16
Painters
Studio

17

23
Painters
Studio
30
Painters
Studio

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Poetry Committee
4:00 p.m.
Theatre
Committee
5:00 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.

Happy
Thanksgiving
Club Closed

18
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
Communications
Committee
Meeting from
6-8 p.m. in the
Boardroom
Singers 5:15 p.m.

Club Night,
Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Executive
Meeting
5:00 p.m.

24
Club Night, Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Past Presidents Lunch
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

31
Club Night, Dinner
6:30 p.m.

5

6

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
Music
Committee
Meeting
10:45 a.m.

12

Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
History
Committee
Meeting
10:00 a.m.

8

Painters
Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Writers Table
LAMPS Room

13

Painters Studio
Music Wednesday
12:00 noon
Music Cttee 10:45 a.m
House Cttee Mtg
5:00 p.m.
Membership Task
Force Mtg 5:45 p.m.
Film Night, Dinner
6:30 p.m.

19

7

14

15

Painters
Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
LAMPSIetter
Deadline

20
New Members
Cocktail
Reception
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Members Dinner
7:00 p.m.

27
25
26
Literary
Painters
Table Lunch Studio
12:00 noon Music
Wednesday
Singers
12:00 noon
5:15 p.m.

21

22

Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Artists Brunch
LAMPSIetter

Stuffing

28
Painters
Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon

29
Art
Hanging

Next Issue Deadline:
October 14,2005 at 12:00 noon

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION
POLICIES

Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.

Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)

All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or (same deadline) to
both of our editors via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).
E-mail: lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca automatically forwards
to both editors.
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the
day of the event.
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President's Remarks
Included with this LAMPSletter is a
summary of the Membership Survey,
which elicited an excellent 20 percent
response from the membership, and
Vice-President Lorna Kelly's report
from the Ad-hoc Committee on
Management. These items are of
great help in defining the concerns of
our members. The Executive and
House Committees can now respond
more positively to those needs.
One of those concerns involved the Club's availability to
members entertaining guests or not attending functions.
Consequently the bar will be open from Monday to Friday
until 8:00 p.m., and a la carte lunches will be available in
the LAMPSroom from Monday to Thursday, from 12:00
noon to 2:30 p.m. (The TGIF lunch is available on
Fridays.)
The Music Committee has been concerned about the
condition of the Steinway grand piano in the Great Hall,
which requires major, costly work to bring it to an
acceptable standard. Members of this committee have done
a great deal of research into several different makes and sizes
of replacement pianos and their costs, and have compared
these costs to the cost of reconditioning. A comprehensive
report was presented to the Executive Committee, who
agreed that a replacement was required. This would enable
top class artists to perform here and would re-establish the
Great Hall as one of the desirable small recital halls in the
city. The Executive Committee is awaiting all the
information on their final selection.
The Centenary Committee has had its first meeting,
under chair John Lawson, and several suggestions are being
actively pursued. He and I met with our councillor, Kyle
Rae, and City staff regarding a road closing at the time of
the Open Doors event in 2008, and found them both
supportive and very interested in our proposed centennial
celebrations. If you have any ideas or suggestions for special
Club centennial events, please make them known, preferably
to the appropriate LAMPS committee chair. Other Club
functions during our centennial year will be co-ordinated by
the Activities Committee as usual.
Peter Hart

The Theatre Committee Presents

\

Written by Ed Hill
Directed by Betty Trott

-StarrhtgSheila Craig; lain Campbell, Gordon Fulton,
Randal Johnston, George Kee, Kay Montgomery,
Rob Prince, Malcolm Sinclair, Daryl Taylor,
Margot Trevelyan and Morna Wales

Friday, November 18th
Saturday, November 19th
Performance 8:00 PM
Dinner & Show - $22.00 per person
Show Only - $12.00 per person

-Special MatineeSunday, November 20tti at 3:00PM
$15.00 per person, including coffee & cake!

Reserve with Naomi - ext. 2 (Voice Nail)

Members News
Timothy McGee has been appointed
the Ashley Fellow at Trent University in
Peterborough for 2005-2006. As part
of his duties he will present a series of
six public lectures: November 8, Music,
Art and Lorenzo the Magnificent:
Culture in Fifteenth-Century Florence;
November 15, How Opera Began;
November 22, Musical Style in the Age
of Bach; January 24, What Beethoven
Heard: Music as Social Commentary;
January 31, The Romance of Medieval
Music; February 7, The Music of
Upper and Lower Canada. All lectures
are at 8:00 p.m., in the Dining Hall at
Lady Eaton College, Trent University,
and are open to the public, free of
charge. The lectures will all include live
music performances.
Andrea Risk is currently starring in
the role of Barbara DeMarco in a hit
revival of the hilarious whodunit Shear
Madness, running at Stage West,
Mississauga, until November 27.
On Saturday, September 24, in Mystic
Seaport, Connecticut, Toronto artist
Doug Purdon was the recipient of The
Museum Purchase Award, which was
given at the culmination of the opening
banquet of the 26th Annual
International Marine Art Exhibition at
the Maritime Gallery, Americas
foremost gallery of contemporary
marine art. The award included
purchase of Doug s painting Tugboat
Alley, which will now be in the
permanent collection of the gallery and
featured in an upcoming event
highlighting the contribution that
tugboats have made to commercial
seafaring. In choosing Doug s work, the
curator praised the painting for
innovation, creativity and the use of
personal experience to enhance the
artists view of maritime life. Dougs
work can be seen on his web site:
www.dougpurdon-artist.com. The 26th
Annual Modern Marine Masters
Exhibition will be on display until
November 13 and can also be seen at
www.mysticseaport.org/gallery. For
further information, call 416-759-3126.
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Heather O'Connor will be exhibiting
new work at the Curiosity House
Book Store for the month of
November, 190 Mill Street, Creemore.
The opening reception is on Sunday,
November 6, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
In his third solo exhibit at the Roberts
Gallery, Toronto, Into the Night, Alan
Stein explores the city at night and the
night skies over Georgian Bay. By
choosing night time, Alan deliberately
heightens the underlying spiritual and
mystical qualities of both landscape
and cityscape. He explores what the
landscape has always been—an
expression of spirit—and, in
counterpoint to the Canadian North,
the skylines, bridges and city centres
of New York City, Toronto and
Prague, lit by floodlights and neon. A
series of new charcoals and pastels on
paper. Members are invited to the
opening on October 29, 2005. The
exhibition continues to November 12.
Geoffrey Armstrong will be having an
exhibition, Impressions, opening at the
Roberts Gallery, 641 Yonge Street, on
Thursday, November 17, from 5:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m., and continuing until
Saturday, December 3, 2005.
Armstrong describes the show: "The
line defines the space. A vertical line
gives us an above and below; a
horizontal one, a left side and a right.
We seem compelled to define
abstraction, to impose our own
narratives on it. One man's horizon is
another woman's cliff. They are both
right; they are both wrong. The magic
of abstraction derives from its ability
to incite competing narratives."
On November 5 and November 19,
Rosemary Aubert will be offering a
series of four one-and-a-half-hour
workshops, held at the Club. The
topics are "How to See with the
Writer's Eye"; "Let the Bible Show You
How to Write a Poem"; "Four Ways to
Deal with Rejection"; and "Premise to
Plot: How to Make an Idea into a
Story." For information, contact
416-759-3126 or roseaube@lstar.ca.

Barbara Elizabeth Mercer's first book
of poetry entitled Mystic Wills will be
published by Cyberwit.net, India, this
month. The book launch and signing
will take place at the Club on
Wednesday, November 30, from
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Please RSVP to
Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext. 2), or
Barbara E. Mercer, 416-922-0950,
e-mail bemercer@sympatico.ca (web:
www.barbaraemercer.com).
Hear ye! Hear ye! The infamous
Spring Revue is sniffing around for
scripts and ideas.
Now's your chance to send up your
favourite politician, put a farcical twist
on an old story or satirize in song your
greatest pet peeve. No ideas? Just scan
the media. It's all right there, begging
to be picked up, chewed over and
staged in a whole new light.
With or without ideas, come and
brainstorm with us on November 22
at 7:00 p.m. New members, wannabe
writers, and blue-sky people are more
than welcome. Skits can be anywhere
from one to ten minutes in length, so
you can begin by testing the waters or
just plunge right in. Have a script
already? Bring it along. See you there.
Margot Trevelyan

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Theatre Committee ad,
courtesy Rose Marie Condon
Page 4: Sketch of Wilf White from
the A&LC archives
Page 7: Photo of Irma Coucill,
courtesy Tom Coucill
Photo of William Aide,
courtesy Larry Lake
Photo of Lynne McMurtry,
courtesy Lynne McMurtry
Photo of Alison D'Amato,
courtesv Alison D'Amato
Editors: Angel Di Zhang,
Mary Nersessian

New Members

We wish to welcome back Mary Ann
Dibernardo to the Arts and Letters

Musical Notes

William Aide originally obtained his
Artist and Licentiate diplomas in
Toronto, as well as a B.S. at Julliard in
New York. He has many CBC
broadcasts to his credit "in all musical
genres" and has made five CDs,
including the 24 Chopin etudes and
the Schumann song cycles with Lois
Marshall. He is presently Professor
Emeritus, University of Toronto
Faculty of Music, and was the first
holder of the Rupert E. Edwards Chair
in Piano Performance. Sponsored by
Alan Koretsky and John B. Lawson.

Club.

We continue to be blessed with
performances by important artists.
When the Toronto Symphony
brochure dropped out of The Globe and
Mail the other day, there was awardwinning pianist Todd Yaniw (who
played for us on September 28)
scheduled to perform with the TSO on
November 12 and 13; to say nothing of
Jacques Israelievitch, Paul Meyer and
Teng Li, who joined Winona Zelenka
as the Toronto Symphony String
Quartet at the Club on October 17.

Richard Talbot has listed his
occupation as "Computers
Programming, etc.," and one of his
hobbies is web design. He has a
bachelor of music degree from the
University of Toronto and enjoys both
classical and jazz. A published writer, he
currently "enjoys writing stories more
than any other art form." He has some
technical theatre experience and is
interested in the visual arts of painting
and mixed media. Sponsored by Lesley
Fairfield and Raymond Peringer.
David Eng has an A.R.T.C. from the
Royal Conservatory and a bachelor of
music degree from the University of
Toronto in theory, piano and English.
Starting out as a high school teacher in
English and computers, during the past
five years David has brought these skills
together and moved into film. He already
has a long list of acting parts to his credit
as well as original music compositions for
film and TV including PBS, NFB and
CBC. He has also been involved in studio
and production as well as design and
editing. Sponsored by WilMam
Whiteacre and David Skene-Melvin.
Laurie Petrou is Assistant Professor,
Radio and Television Arts, at Ryerson
University. She is interested in writing,
fine arts and graphic design. Already a
young published author and exhibited
artist, Laurie feels that she would like
to join our Club, which she sees as
"rich with creativity, colour and
tradition." Sponsored by Donald
Gilles and John Twotney.

We are pleased to announce that, at the
recommendation of the Membership
Committee, the Executive Committee
has granted the designation of
Professional Member to Marjut
Nousiainen and David Ritchie.
The Membership Committee would
like to remind all members that they
may apply for a change in their
status from Member to Professional
if they feel that they have the
requirements set out by the Club.
The member must apply to the
Membership Committee for
consideration to initiate this
procedure. Please contact Frances
Webster, Chair, Membership
Committee, for further information.
According to the Constitution of the
Arts and Letters Club under
Membership 5(c), the proportion of
Resident Members classified as
Professional must at all times, be at
least 60 percent. We are below that
requirement now, and as a result we
are obliged to reduce our
acceptance of Non-Professional
applicants until the Professional
membership is at the 60 percent.
Applications of Non-Professionals
will be received, processed by the
Membership Committee as usual
and then filed in the order of their
receipt by our office so that we may
notify each person of their
acceptance when that time comes.

Desktop Publishing
The Communications Committee is
looking for someone with desktop
publishing skills to help create a
pamphlet outlining the activities of
the various committees. All
information will be fed to this person
from the committee. Please respond
via e-mail to
j oanvanduzer @sympatico. ca.

BeaujolaisI BeaujolaisI!
BeaujolaisII!
How can anything that goes down so
easily be so high in alcohol?
Why does Beaujolais-Villages give the
best bang for your buck?
Why is Beaujolais the best way to
graduate from simple white wines to
delicious red wines?
How does terroir make each Beaujolais
so different from every other Beaujolais?
Is Beaujolais Nouveau just a gimmick
and, therefore, to be avoided?
We will explore the answers to each of
these and many more as we sip, savour
and discuss six different Beaujolais
wines at our tasting.
The Board Room
5:15 p.m. SHARP
Monday, November 7, 2005
Under the expert tutoring
of our own Bill Whiteacre
Price: $15.50
Plan to stay for dinner and hear the
L'Intemporel Baroque Music Group.
Book and pay separately.

CORRECTION
The Membership Committee and the
LAMPSletter regret the error in the
spelling of Lynne Gordon's and
Gddvar Pedersen s names in the
October issue. We also note that Lynne
Gordon attended Columbia University.
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LOOKING BACK

Twenty years have gone by since women
were admitted to the Club as members.
Most men welcomed the change, but in
the months preceding this somewhat
traumatic innovation, some members
expressed concern about the challenges
that lay ahead once women began to
feel at home. High up on the list of
worries were the windows in the Great
Hall. Would women members take it
upon themselves to have the "patina,"
otherwise known as dirt, removed?
Women, it was assumed, might well
have fallen victim to the "happy
housewives" syndrome, so who knew
what they d attempt.
Worries about the windows,
however, had been around for years. In
September 1972, Peter Teeson had
written to Wilf White, then chairman
of the House Committee, to complain
about the windows. "Some infidel,"
Teeson declared, "had presumptuously
cleaned them! Instead of our usual
murky atmosphere ... sunshine can be
seen through the glass! In fact, even the
glass can now be seen! Was this work
done with your knowledge and
approval? If so, I say, 'Shame, Sir,
Shame!' It has taken close to fifty years
to accumulate a sufficient coating of
grime on these fine examples of NeoGothic architecture, and to wantonly
remove this heritage from the Club is a
desecration of the highest magnitude.
Not only that, but we now have an
unbalanced situation, since the west
wall is in its original condition." Teeson
demanded that the perpetrator be
swiftly found and duly chastened. He
4
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recommended two possible solutions:
1. An appropriation to purchase a
supply of grime sufficient to restore
the condition of the windows to
their past glory. Fortunately we are
gifted with a most talented
membership who could contribute
to this important restorative project.
2. If the first solution is unacceptable,
then it will be necessary to rearrange
the tables in the Great Hall so that
members will all face to the west.
The naked abominations on the east
wall will then be behind them. This
need only be for a short time, say
fifty years, by which time the east
windows will have sufficiently
recovered their grace and character.
A chastened Wilf White replied,
promising to find the culprit:
This letter read aloud to me
As chairman of the house
Expressed the thought that I
consider it
A cause I should espouse.
Its author—Peter Teeson
Worthy member of our Club.
(I was soon to know the meaning
Of the phrase "Ay, there's the rub!")
It was at least ten years ago
Those panes were polished bright.
Peter, does it take this long
For you to see the light?
I will not rest, in this my quest
Until my term is through,
To find the ass who cleaned the glass
And submit his name to you.
His punishment should fit his
"grime":
From the Club be he ejected,
Or as House Committee Chairman
May the bastard be elected!
Our records show that three years later
Teeson was no longer a member. We
don't know why—but, quite possibly,
he had been asked to chair the House
Committee.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the
Clubs first 100 years. A comprehensive
history of the Club will be published in
2008 to celebrate our centenary.

Arts and Letters' Phone
System Eccentricities—
Things You Should
Know!
If when you call in, you find yourself
unable to get through to either the
person whom you are calling or the
voice-mail box, and you are being
"looped" back to the original message,
there is a reason! The person you are
trying to reach is at that very moment
attempting to pick up his or her voicemail messages, so both places to which
the system might direct your call are
"occupied," and the system doesn't
know what to do with you. If it is
Naomi you are trying to reach when
the beep sounds, press "0" and the
phone at her desk will ring even if she
is still on the line. Otherwise, please
call back in five or ten minutes, when
the line should be clear once more.
All internal phone extensions and
the new e-mail addresses for Club staff
can be found inside the front cover of
your Members directory. The current
edition has a blue cover and can be
picked up from Naomi in the office
until mid-November, after which it will
be mailed out (distant Non-resident
members should be seeing their copies
in the mail by the end of October).
Club Manager Fiona McKeown is
at Ext. 8 (she will be added to the
voice-mail system shortly).
The position of catering/space
allocations manager is currently
vacant, so all calls relating to the use of
Club facilities, whether for Club
meetings/events or for private rentals,
need to be handled through Fiona
McKeown at Ext. 8 for the moment.
Once the position is filled, those calls
should be made to the new person, at
Ext. 1.
The Membership Committee would
like to let you know that Letters of
Introduction are available to those
who wish them, from Naomi in the
Club office. They are useful in foreign
lands for visits to private clubs with
which we are associated.

The Satisfaction of Helping to
Make a Better City
Two of the more important things in the life of Robert Glover,
our Vice-President (House), involved a degree of chance.
The first involved his application to the University of
Toronto to become a student in architecture.
Robert was born and grew up in London, where his father
was an architect. For a profession he decided to emulate his
father and wanted, again like his father, to study at the
University of Toronto. If he were turned down for
architecture, he planned on studying law instead. Happily, he
was accepted and he enrolled in architecture at a time when
people like Jane Jacobs, John Sewell and Karl Jaffary were
making urban design issues a major and exciting part of
Toronto reform politics.
A fellowship helped Robert go to Europe to study the
evolution of cities. It took him from the ancient marvels of
Greece to the Georgian graces of Bath in England. The
experience influenced his growing interest in urban design.
After five years in private practice he joined the City of
Toronto's planning department in 1980 and stayed for 21
years, eventually becoming head of urban design, which he
defines as "the orchestration of built form and open space to
create a city pattern." Robert's work with the City of Toronto
involved some of the most exciting and hotly debated city
design issues of the period. They included the Railway
Lands, Harbourfront, Ataritiri and the University of Toronto.
Of his two decades with the City he says: "The work was
incredibly good. It was as good as any going on in the world.
I was part of it. A lot of it was controversial, but most of it
was approved and it is either up or on the way up."
He talks with feeling about the changes that have taken
place in the city in recent years, particularly in the central
city. "I think the story of the city since the seventies is the
rediscovery of what urbanism means and how you make a
livable city. I think people forget the accomplishments that
have occurred. People want to live downtown; they want to
live an urban life. And this is one of the few cities in North
America where you can really do it."
Robert left the City's planning department in 2001. "I'd
done as much as I could. I'd gone as far as I could go. I
needed a change." He now enjoys private practice, working
out of a renovated office at the foot of Church Street, and
lives a short walk from Yonge Street and St. Clair Avenue. He
is married and has three children and three grandchildren.
Robert's work has taken him across Canada and the
United States and to Chile, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and
Argentina. He teaches architecture at the University of
Toronto, is a member of the Toronto Preservation Board and
speaks on urban design.
If chance played a role in him becoming an architect, it
also played a role in the second happy thing that happened to
him. Still at City Hall, he was working on the development
of Dundas Square when he received an invitation to talk on a

project at the Arts and Letters Club during LAMPS Week in
1999. His reaction to the Club was instantaneous: "I
thought, 'This is a great place. It's close to City Hall. It's got a
good bar. I can afford it. I'll join.' And I did."
When he was invited to join the Executive Committee as
vice-president (house), he thought, "Well, if I can give back
to the Club in this way, I will."
Still in his early fifties, he says of his life so far: "I've got to
say everything in my life's worked out. It hasn't always been
obvious at the time. But it's been a good, productive, happy
life so far, and I've got plenty left, I hope."
Peter Moon

Arts and Letters Town Hall Meeting
November 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Following dinner, this will be an open forum allowing
members to put forward their ideas and suggestions for the
future direction of the Club. Please come and help shape
our next century!

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
We had a great evening with Andy Donato as our guest for
the opening of our watercolour show.
October 2 1 : Stay after Friday lunch and hear Kate
Graham and Julian Mulock talk about their art and how
they work. Of interest to all.

October 31 to November 10: Ray Cattell's 100
Prints, masterworks of prints from the book Island of
Demons. We collaborate with Theatre and present the play: a
memorable opening night!

November 21 (to December 12): "In the Bag" and
"Plats du Jour," our Christmas auction opens. Exciting new
venues this year. Please pick up your bags from the Club
Manager. This year: paint, photograph, decorate, bag—or make
a sculptured bag, a bag with a theme. All members—
photographers, architects, writers, etc.—are invited to contribute.
Pick your bags up! ALSO, create an original design on a plate:
artists will need to go to the shop to work on site. Information
will be in the plinths in the lounge. This is our fundraiser, and we
hope all of you take part—it will be fun, and our walls will be
incredible with your works. Make more than one!

December 12 to January 16: White Palette Show for
all photographers, painters, sculptors—all mediums. Bring
work in by 10:00 a.m. on December 10 for jury.
February 13, 2 0 0 6 : Charter Women's Art Show. All
visual artists who are charter women, CALL to let us know if
you are participating.
We are pleased that new members are coming forward and
participating. The Club is a great place due to our many
volunteers. It's fun!
Thank you everyone!
Mar jut Nousiainen, Chair
continued on page 6
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continuedfrom page 5

Poem Presented at Art Opening in October 2004
Painting by Rudolf Stussi
Poem by Heather Stmcken
This house would not pass the government inspection:
Its tilt tends to smack of a pending infection;
It's wibbily, wobbily, downright moggily.
This tableau is bent as tho it has spent
Many days on the wing,
Dodging the spokes of the wringer.
The artist I know has a good steady hand
And is known to demand great things of himself
And to command both respect and great sums
For his numbers of superb canvases.
This canvas is Piggly Wiggly, Higglety Pigglety
And yet it is apt for this Hallowe'en jaunt.
In truth it is destined to come back and haunt.

Call for Scripts...
For the 2006 Spring Revue
If you have funny and/or musical material you'd like to
have considered for inclusion in the next Spring Revue, the
Theatre Committee would like to see it. Please send your
submissions to Rob Prince, either in his box at the Club or
via e-mail (collectorprince@hotmail.com).
Submission deadline: December 16, 2005.

New Video Camera Donated to the Club
Sheila Craig Waengler has generously donated her camera
to the Club. It is almost new and is perfect for our needs. We
are thrilled! Thank you, Sheila!

Borrowing the Club's Video Camera:
The Communications Committee agreed last year that it is
important to keep the camera in the Club at all times. Last
spring we had a disaster when one of the camera settings was
inadvertently altered, resulting in irreparable, faulty recording
of some important Club events. Anyone who is an
experienced cameraperson may use it on the premises.

WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER
Writers'Table
On Friday, November 5,2005,
at the Writers'Table
Cayle Chernin will talk on
"Writing for one artistic meeting or another"
For more information call Jack McQuaig at 416-489-9289.
6
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WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon in the Great Hall
Price $13.50. Please reserve at ext. 2 (voicemail)
November 1
THE HONOURABLE JAMES BARTLEMAN
The Lieutenant Governor of Ontario will speak on his latest
book, which will be published in the near future.
November 8
PROFESSOR PATRICIA BRUCKMAN
Topic: "Books, Readers and Libraries
in Jane Austen's Persuasion"
November 15
PROFESSOR ROBERT FARQUHARSON
Author of For Your Tomorrow:
Canadians and the Burma Campaign (1941-1945)
November 22
DR WILLIAM TOYE
For many years the editorial director of Oxford University
Press Canada until his retirement in 1991, he will talk about
his self-published book, William Toye on Canadian Literature
(why he wrote it, what it contains), and read from it.
November 29
PROFESSOR IAN LANCASHIRE
Topic: "'What Thou Lovest Well Remains' (Ezra Pound):
Moving Literature Online at the University of Toronto."

Film Night with Brad Darch
Bar, 5:30 p.m.; dinner, 6:30 p.m.; screening, approx. 7:30 p.m.
Price: dinner, $16.50; film screening, free
Reservations essential at 416-597-0223, Ext. 2.
Wednesday, November 9
ACADEMY AWARD WINNER
2003 BEST DOCUMENTARY
Astonishing and mesmerizing: THE FOG OF WAR
Robert S. McNamara, former Secretary of Defense under
President Kennedy and President Johnson, sits down for a
candid talk with documentarian Errol Morris. What
transpires is an unblinking journey through some of the
most controversial events in contemporary American
history. The razor-sharp mind of McNamara, leader of the
world's most powerful military force for seven years, offers
up new and surprising insights into the bombing of Tokyo,
the Cuban Missile Crisis and the fated Vietnam War.
Woven together from over 20 hours of interviews as well as
newly released archival footage and Oval Office recorded
conversations, The Fog of War was cited by over 100 critics
as one of the best pictures of 2003. Film writer Roger Ebert
astutely remarked, "I hope someone in the White House
looks at this film now!" Don't miss it.
Approximately 107 minutes.

WHAT'S ON IN NOVEMBER
Club Nights

Music Wednesdays

Please reserve Club Nights with Naomi at ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Price $16.50 payable at the door

Lunch 12:00 noon; music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.
Price $13.50. Please reserve at Ext. 2 (voice mail)

Monday, November 7

LYNNE MCMURTRY, mezzo-soprano
ALISON D'AMATO, piano

L/INTEMPOREL BAROQUE ENSEMBLE
Mylene Guay, baroque flute, Laura Jones, cello and viola da
gamba, and David Sandall, harpsichord, will be performing
works by Muzio Clementi, Jacques Hotteterre,
and Marin Marais, among others. An evening of music from
another age to delight you.
Monday, November 21
Irma Coucill will be our guest speaker.
Her portraits represent so many of
Canada's famous, including members
of Canada's Aviation Hall of Fame,
Hockey Hall of Fame, Business Hall of
Fame, to mention a few. What an
honour for us to hear this
accomplished Canadian artist. Her
stories of people she drew, of her work,
of this country will be incredible.
Monday, November 28
A special evening of celebration when
distinguished Canadian pianist,
teacher and author, William Aide, now
happily a recent addition to our
membership, will inaugurate the new
Steinway concert grand piano that the
Club has recently purchased. Come
and hear an outstanding concert and
the exciting sound from the newest
inhabitant of our Great Hall.

Wednesday, November 2

Opera in Concert star Lynne McMurtry teams with wellknown Boston accompanist Alison d'Amato.

Wednesday, November 9 JOHN JULL, piano
A favourite pianist, John Jull will perform two works by
Kabalevsky: a sonata and his transcription of a Bach organ work.
Wednesday, November 16

ALDEBURGH YOUNG ARTISTS
Brenna Conrad, soprano; Michael Adair, baritone
Bruce Ubukata, piano
Arts and Letters Club Award-winners Bruce Ubukata and
Stephen Rails again generously premiere
one of their Walter Hall concerts for us.
Wednesday, November 23

CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITIONS
Young participants in this excellent programme display
their talent for our members.

Thursday, November 17,2005

Wednesday, November 30 STEPHEN CLARKE
"Vocal Archeology—There Are Still Amazing Recordings to
Discover." Archivist Stephen Clarke of the John R. Stratton
vocal archive returns to delight us with another dip into the
rare recordings of this treasure house.

Please reserve with Naomi at Ext. 2 (voice mail)
Bar 6:00 p.m.; dinner 7:00 p.m.
Price: $26 payable in advance

Poetry Group

JOHN VAN NOSTRAND Partner, Architects Alliance
John van Nostrand will present "The History of Sprawl,"
a look at the history of settlement in Ontario and its
relationship with current development.
Mr. van Nostrand has more that 30 years experience as an
architect and urban planner. He has written and lectured
extensively on urban development issues in Canada and
developing countries, and has developed and promoted a
variety of innovative planning, administrative and financial
approaches to urban development and, in particular,
housing development. He was the 2004 recipient of the
Jane Jacobs Award, Ideas that Matter.

The Poetry Group will meet on Tuesday, November 8 at
4:00 p.m. in the Library. Club member Nancy Kee has
graciously accepted to speak at our group's traditional
honouring of Remembrance Day, an "honouring" via both
poetry and description. Nancy's father was recipient of the
Military Cross of Canada. His grandson, greatly moved by
unbelievable facts and acts of both courage and valour,
resultantly wrote a remarkable poem of tribute.
November 8 will truly be a life-enriching experience,
ensconced not only in speech but in beautiful poetic form.
For further information,
please contact Margo Hunt at 416-925-8922.

Members' Dinner

November 2005
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Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday
i

2

Lit Committee
10:45 a.m.
Literary Table Lunch
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPS
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.
Activities Cttee
Meeting 6 p.m.

6
Painters
Studio

7

13
Painters
Studio

14

20
Painters Studio
"Confidential
Murder"
Show 3:00 p.m.
Refreshments
following the
show

27
Painters
Studio

A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Memb. Cttee Mtg
5:00 p.m.
Wine Tasting
5:15 p.m.
Art Committee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Club Night Dinner
6:30 p.m.

8
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Poetry Committee
4:00 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.

15
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Centenary
Meeting 4-6 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.

A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Communications
Committee Mtg
6:00 p.m.
Club Town Haii
Mtg 6:30 p.m.

21

22
Literary Table Lunch
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.
Spring Revue Writers
Workshop Table
7:00 p.m.

A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Executive
Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Club Night,
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

28

29

A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00 ™2:30 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.
Theatre Cttee
7:00 p.m.

3

Painters Studio
A la Carte
Music Cttee
Lunch LAMPS
Meeting
12:00-2:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
Music Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.

9
Painters Studio
Music Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00 -2:30 p.m.
House Cttee Mtg
5:15 p.m.
Film Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

16
Painters Studio
History Committee
Meeting 10 a.m.
Music Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00 -2:30 p.m.

23
Painters Studio
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.

10
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Photography
Group 6:30 p.m.

17
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Members'
Dinner 7:00 p.m.

24
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.

Friday
4

Saturday
5

Painters
Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Writers Table

11
Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Remembrance
Day—Club is
open today
LAMPSIetter
Deadline

18
Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
LAMPSIetter Stuffing
"Confidential
Murder" Buffet
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Show 8:00 p.m.

25
Painters Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon

12
Art
Hanging

19
"Confidential
Murder"
Buffet Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Show 8:00 p.m.

26
Proposed
Executive
Meeting
10-3 p.m.

30
Painters Studio
Music Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.

Next Issue Deadline:
November 11,2005 at 12:00 noon

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION
POLICIES

Please ensure that time and date of each event are clearly marked.

Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext 2)

All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or (same deadline) to
both of our editors via e-mail (preferred to mailbox submissions).
E-mail: lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca automatically forwards
to both editors.
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552
Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the
day of the event.
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event.
Sorry, charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on
payment by credit card, cash or cheque at time of
reservation. Sorry, cancellations are permitted only
in extraordinary circumstances.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
Fax 416-597-9544

E-mail: info@artsandlettersclub.ca
Web site: www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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President's Remarks
The Club celebrated the 95th birthdays
of Roly Pincoe and Lela Wilson at the
October Members' Dinner, and everyone
present shared in their birthday cake. The
heat from the candles was excessive, but
they managed to blow them out before
the sprinklers went off!
As noted last month, members of the
Music Committee had been studying the
problem of replacing our Steinway grand
piano in the Great Hall. As a result of
their comprehensive report, the Club has
purchased a used, nine-foot, Steinway concert grand, which has been
fully restored by Steinway at their Hamburg factory and which has
received accolades from several well-known, non-member and Club
member, pianists who gave their time to assess the various
alternatives. Their opinions confirmed the final choice. Amongst the
pianists was William Aide, who has agreed to give the first recital at
Club Night on November 28. (On being asked whether it was too
large for our hall, he replied, "That's a matter of the pianist, not the
piano. With an incompetent pianist, even a small piano is too large!")
Our thanks to Walter Bucynski, John Caldwell, Jonathan
Kxehm, Larry Lake and Jim Norcop, who gave a great deal of their
time to this undertaking. The efforts of our Treasurer, Chris
Jurczynski, and Counsel, Chester Gryski, in contributing to, but
not causing, the protracted negotiations, must also be acknowledged.
A Constitution, Procedures and Rules Review Committee has
been established, chaired by Philip Mathias. As their deliberations
need to be reported to the Executive Committee in good time for any
changes to be presented to the Annual General Meeting in May,
please give them your input as soon as possible.
Another important group has also been formed—the Club History
Publication Committee, initially being chaired by Peter Large. They
are to work towards the deadline of December 2007 for publishing
the Club History book, just prior to the start of our 2008 Centennial
Year.
Betty Trott, who directed the Art and Theatre Committees' joint
presentation of the Island ofDemons (which combined the presentation
of a selection of Ray CatteUs 100 prints and the edited reading of
George Woodcocks radio play, and resulted in a limited edition book,
100 copies), thought it was the Club's first sound and light show! Of
course, Michael Spence was responsible for sound and light!
Peter Hart

THE

BOAR'S HEAD

ESTABLISHED 1910

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
Eeservatioas Accepted
AFTER
AMD NOT BEFORE
Price of $55 Includes all manner of J§yf
Wassail, feast AWine
Cash Bar opens 6pm
Members Only
Ptyment in Advance by Casl, Cheque §r Credit Card

Members News
Wendy Boyd has one of her portraits
in pastel in the Ontario Society of
Artists' portraiture exhibition at the
Varley gallery in Unionville, from
September 29 to November 27. She
has had another pastel accepted for the
Pastel Artists of Canada's 14th Annual
Open Juried Show, to be held at the
Living Arts Centre, Mississauga, from
November 25 to January 22. Both
pastels were done during the Friday
Painters' sessions held in our Third
Floor Studio.
Ezra Schabas's new book, There's
Music in These Walls: A History of the
Royal Conservatory of Music, will be
published late in November or early
December.
Eleanor Koldofsky's book for
children, Clip-Clop, has been released
this month. Illustrated by David
Parkins, the story explores the horses
that were used to make deliveries in
Toronto in the 1920s.
Lois Dierlatn donated an acrylic
painting, Lake Louise, to an art auction
to raise funds for YES, Youth
Employment Services. This is a nonprofit organization that helps at-risk
youth find employment through
mentorship, job camps and Meals for
Youth.
Dierlam's latest trip to Lake O'Hara
in Yoho Park, B.C., is the focus of her
annual studio exhibition. The cold
weather and snow made it necessary to
string up a tarp between Alpine Larch
trees, to paint and get the mood and
feel of the landscape.
A flask of Vodka came in handy to
keep the watercolours workable (to
mix with the paint and water, of
course). The Studio and Exhibition
will be held on Saturday, December 3,
and Sunday, December 4, from
1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. Invitations are
at the Club.
Early this month, Dora Rust d'Eye
received a rave review, from The Globe
and Mail's Ken Winters, of costumes
she designed for Opera Atelier's
2
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Armide: "Rust d'Eye's costumes were
sumptuous yet dignified, richly but
subtly coloured and clearly indicative
of the characters they clothed."
E r r a t u m : The LAMPSUtter regrets
the error made when referring to Mr.
Kelly Walker in the feminine when his
book Growing Somewhere: Living Life
after Mid-Life appeared in a past
Members' News section.

Poet's Corner
Autumn Sketching
by Mary Corelli
What is your favorite color?
Orange, yellow or red?
Take out your paint box
And head for the hill
And paint a bad picture
To make us all ill!
Autumn is tempting
The colors so shrill
Garish and ghastly—
Please hand me a pill!
When you get home
Pick out a frame
Put in your picture
And write in your name.
"Isn't it splendid?"
Your friends all exclaim!
"Just like the Group
Who gained so much fame!"
Autumn is tempting
But I want you to know
I really prefer
To paint in the snow.
Hand over the tube
Of horrid Paynes Grey
Which blends with the walls
In all condos today!
After a day of Christmas shopping,
rest your weary feet and enjoy
traditional afternoon tea ($20) or
cream tea ($12).
Offered in the LAMPSroom on
Thursday, December 1, and Thursday,
December 8, from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. Reservations with Adena
(Ext. 1).

Poetry Group
The following poem was written by
Rita Coletnan, a Poetry Group
member and award-winning poet,
prior to her passing.

The Mystery of Things
I am drawn
into a fantasy
which compels me
to appreciate the intangible
of many positive
natural things
a flower
a sun-lit face
innocently firing my imagination
I see mystery
ingenuity
it is impregnable
the unaccountable grouping
of minute entities
filling the eye
and within its content
the wonders of the world
discern to discover
but you will search
to the end
to deduce its inner secrets
and yet it discloses all
in its radiance
in its growth
in its composition

Artwork Credits
Page 1: President's drawing by
Dennis Rose
Boar's Head ad by Julian
Mmlock
Page 3: Picture of George Brough
courtesy of George Brough
Page 4: Portrait of Jean Home by
Cleeve Horne, circa 1950
Page 6: Poster of Pegi Nicol courtesy
of the National Film Board of
Canada

Musical Notes
The Music Committee finishes 2005
in typical fashion, combining the
established artist and the excellent
emerging artist—Dr. George Brough
and Phoebe Tsang. By coincidence,
these two artists performed together at
the Club in April 2003.
December 7, 2005, is a major day
for music at the Club. The Arts and
Letters Club Award, which celebrates
the unsung heroes in the arts, will be
presented to Dr. Brough.
George has been a mainstay of
music in Canada since his arrival in
1945. Always there, always reliable, he
has provided the solid underpinning
for thousands of artists for the past 60
years. As pianist, harpsichordist,
organist or coach, he holds a unique
place in the history of music in this
country and in the hearts of the
musical community.
Some interesting guests from
George's past will join us on
December 7. Come along and add to
the tribute.

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY
Saturday December 31st
for Club Members and Friends
featuring our favourite Lenny Graf and his
Six-Piece Swingtime Band

Hors d'oeuvres and cash bar
at
6:30 p.m. for special dinner at 7:30 p.m.
(wine available from server)
Complimentary champagne at midnight
Dancing till 12:30 or so...
$79 per person
ONLY 80 TICKETS AVAILABLE
Singles, doubles or groups welcome,
with or without partners
Reservations—call Naomi
(416) 597-0223 ext. 2 ASAP
(Payment required with booking)
BOOKINGS CLOSE 2:00 p.m.
Friday 23rd December 2005
After this date for wait list table seating
call Doug Purdon at (416) 759-3126
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3

LOOKING BACK

"There is positively no club in the world like the Arts and
Letters," President Cleeve Home said in his 1956 Christmas
message to members. "Its esoteric personality defies
dissection and, without a doubt, will continue to baffle
members and guests alike as long as Canada can produce the
'characters' to maintain this spirit, this atmosphere, and the
extraordinary qualifications required for the Boar's Head
procession."
Cleeve had a flair for fun. And he certainly did his bit to
maintain the club spirit, and spirits, when he arranged,
during his presidency, to have a bar built in the lounge, an
earlier version of the bar that we frequent so happily today.
In the years that followed, he must have chuckled to himself
whenever he thought of that bar and the delight with which
it was welcomed by his fellow members.
When he died, early in 1998, the Club learned that
Cleeve had left us an astonishing $10,000! There were three
provisos:
1. The bequest was to be named the Horne Bar Legacy;
2. It was to be used to provide our members with free drinks;
3. For every drink a member received, the president was to
receive two\

4
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After serious discussion by the Executive Committee, it
was decided to invest the money and, with the interest
earned, provide one drink for every member at annual
general meetings. It was my great pleasure, as president in
1998, to rise at that years dinner and, with a glass of wine in
each hand, propose a toast to the remarkable Cleeve Home.
We've been toasting him at each AGM for seven years now,
with no end in sight!
Cleeve was one of Canada's finest portraitists and
sculptors. Among the fifteen members whose portraits he did
were Max Henderson, Betty Oliphant, York Wilson, and
Past-presidents Ernest MacMillam, Gilbert Jackson, David
Ouchterlony, Jack Yocom, John Irwin, Ken Jarvis and Pat
Hume. He also sculpted busts of publisher Hugh Ayrs and
cellist Boris Hambourg.
Cleeve s widow, Jean Horne, is also a noted sculptor in her
own right. I first met her two or three years ago when she gave
to the Club a treasure trove of letters and photographs found
among Cleeve's papers. They had once belonged to M.O.
Hammond, a journalist with the Toronto Globey a talented
amateur photographer, and one of the Clubs charter members.
Our archivist, Scott James, now has on file Hammond's
original photos of Club events and of many early members, all
taken between 1908 and 1934. Those items we cant use have
been given to the Provincial Archives of Ontario.
Last month Jean Horne called to tell me that she wished
to make a donation to the Club of $5,000 to help defray
expenses that will be incurred with the publication of our
centennial history! We have accepted her offer with gratitude.
I'm sure you'll agree that the time has come to raise another
hearty toast to both Jean and Cleeve Hore.e, with our thanks
for their generous and lasting legacies.
Margaret McBurney
This is another glimpse back through the Clubs first 100 years.
A comprehensive history of the Club will be published in 2008
to celebrate our centenary.

Members' Dinner, October 20
Speaker Laura Brandon reports that she did not receive the
$40 for one of her books. The Club has reimbursed her
accordingly. Would the member who forgot to pay please
reimburse the Club.
A friendly reminder that no reservations for the Boar's Head
Dinner will be accepted before Tuesday, November 29.
Those singing with the A&L Singers, Club Officers
and/or those participating in the procession still need to .
confirm their reservations with Naomi, as she has to arrange
for payment in advance whether by cash, cheque, credit card,
vouchers or some combination thereof.
Sponsors of newer members are reminded to encourage
them to book early if they wish to attend.

VISUAL ARTS
Thanks to Gerry Sevier and Julian Mulock for their great
talk about their work.
The Ray Cattell show is up, and it is splendid. The Island
ofDemons presentation was super! Thanks, Betty Trott,
Michael, Margaret, Martha Spence, Nancy Kee, John
Rammell, Roland de Corneille, Peter Hart, Michael
Symonds, Martin Hunter, Sheila Craig, Ruth Morawete
and Ken Judd. Ray Cattell put enormous work into an
evening that was superb.

November 21 -December 12:
/#

In t h e Bag" and /#PIatS du Jour/' our Christmas auction
opens, and IRMA COUCILL will be our guest speaker on
November 21!

December 12-January 16,2006:
White Palette Show for all photographers, painters,
sculptors. NOTE: this is a show to encourage all of us to be
creative. White paint, plaster, paper, etc., outlining, charcoal,
graphite lines are acceptable, as well as shading in black,
greys. But no colour (no pale blues, pinks, etc.) Questions?
Call Wendy at 416-535-8913. The show runs through the
Christmas season, so it is peak time for viewers! Bring work
in on December 10 by 10:00 a.m. for jury.
Everyone, wear white for opening night! White shirt,
whatever. Julian Mulock, John Illingworth and Daryl Taylor
are presenting a reading of the play "ART" from Dec. 12 Art
Opening of White Palette Show. Come one and all!
January 16-February 13: Our Club members Vernon
and Dorothy Mould and Diana Pakkala.

February 13-March 13:
Visual Women's Art Show: Charter Women
Margaret Maloney is curating this show. Nancy Kee and the
theatre group with special opening night.
March 13-April 3: Rites of Spring group show. All
mediums. Photographers, please also get involved!
Call Marjut Nousiainen, Chair

LOST AND FOUND
Did you lose a birthstone ring a very long time ago, in the
days when Molly Smith reigned in the Club office? A very
nice birthstone ring has been sitting in the Lost and Found
box for all this time, unclaimed. If you can correctly identify
the stone/month and describe the setting, Naomi would be
happy to return it to you. Call or e-mail her at her new
e-mail address: membership@artsandlettersclub.ca.
A beautiful sweater has also been tempting all the staff for
many months now. If you think it might be yours, please let
Naomi know. If these items remain unclaimed for a further
90 days, we will auction them off and donate the proceeds to
some charity, as yet to be determined. Thank you.

Artists of all stripes and
freethinkers, alike...welcome!
ADLIB
What is AD LIB?
The only answer is that it is.. .what happens...given
1. a place for any members and guests to gather freely and
informally, and
2. a time without presentations, dining gongs, reservations,
and no goal except fun.
Meet, refresh yourselves, converse, discuss or plan Club
events, play games (board games, cards, charades, etc.), play
music—just be yourselves among Club members and friends.
It all begins with great company!

ad lib
Latin ad libitum (freely, as desired).
Function: adverb
; without restraint or imposed limit
: without advance preparation; "he spoke ad lib"
[syn: spontaneously, impromptu]

Every Friday Evening, 6-10 p.m.,
Third Floor Studio
Want to enhance or exploit this malleable social forum?
Please contact Michael.Symonds@sympatico.ca.

CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS1
LUNCHEONS
December 22 and 23 at 12 noon
Come down to the Club for a jolly lunch, sing carols and
then finish your shopping. The Great Hall will be beautifully
decorated, and guests will be very welcome. On Thursday,
Roger Hobbs and the Club Singers will lead the carolling.
On Friday, Andrew Agar, Connie Briant and Michael
Hartley will be on deck. Margo Hunt will play Christmas
songs in the bar while we gather for lunch.

Are you on your own for lunch?
The Club has recently introduced the Club Table, which
offers fellow members an opportunity to lunch together.
A la carte lunch is available from 12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Monday to Thursday, in the LAMPSroom.
December 2005
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WHAT'S ON IN DECEMBER
Club Nights
Monday, December 5

Monday, December 13

A NATIONAL FILM BOARD
OF CANADA PRODUCTION
PEGI NICOL
SOMETHING DANCING ABOUT HER

Julian Mulock, John lllingworth and Daryl Taylor are
presenting a reading of the play "ART"
from Dec. 12 Art Opening of White Palette Show
Monday, December 19

ANNUAL FESTIVE CAROL SING
Ruth Morawetz at the Steinway
Julian Mulock reading Dylan Thomas
Join Club members for the yearly singalong of traditional
and beloved Christmas carols.
Julian Mulock will read his favourite seasonal story, Dylan
Thomas's A Child's Christmas in Wales, with appropriate
songs sung by a "singer to be announced."
The musical direction is provided by Ruth Morawetz.

Writer's Table
On Friday, December 2,2005,
at the Writer's Table,

ESTELLE CRAIG
will talk on
"A Canadian Fairytale."
For further information
call Jack McQuaig at 416-485-9289.

Literary Table
Tuesday, December 6

THE HONOURABLE JAMES BARTLEMAN
Born in 1904, Margaret Nicol thumbed her nose at
convention as soon as she was able: shortening "Margaret"
to "Pegi," dropping the "h" from Nichol, and throwing
herself into a life of creative activity. At a time when
"Canadian Art" meant painting landscapes, Pegi created
lively and colourful works depicting people and urban
scenes. She dove equally in not only painting but left-wing
politics and love affairs, becoming a mentor to numerous
artists, and a friend to such influential figures as F.R. Scott
and King Gordon. Juxtaposing artwork with personal letters
and archival material, filmmaker Michael Ostroff skillfully
evokes a remarkable, creative spirit. Nicol died too soon but
left a joyous legacy: striking paintings of wartime
servicewomen and kaleidoscopic cityscapes. Her radiant
quality illuminates this fitting and overdue tribute.

6 . December 2005

Lieutenant Governor of Ontario
His Honour will speak about his latest writing experiences
Tuesday, December 13

SORLEY MACLEAN
Scotland's Greatest Bilingual Writer
of the Twentieth Century.
The presentation will provide
an outline of Sorley MacLean's life and work,
and a videotape of the writer reading his work
in both Gaelic and English.
Tuesday, December 20

GORD FULTON
A Tale to Tell and a Song to Sing

WHAT'S ON IN DECEMBER
Music Wednesdays

Poetry Group

Lunch 12:00 noon, Music from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m.

The Poetry Group will meet on

Price $13.50. Please reserve at Ext. 2 (voice mail)

Tuesday, December 13

Wednesday, December 7
DR. GEORGE BROUGH
Arts and Letters Club Annual Award to
Canada's legendary accompanist
(see Musical Notes for details).
Wednesday, December 14
PHOEBE TSANG# VIOLIN
Prize-winning artist returns

Next Issue Deadline:
December 16,2005 at 12:00 noon
Please ensure that time and date of each event are
clearly marked.
All submissions to be in LAMPSIetter mailbox or (same
deadline) to both of our editors via e-mail (preferred to
mailbox submissions).
E-mail: lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca automatically
forwards to both editors.
Editor: Angel Di Zhang
Phone: 416-345-1552

at 4 p.m. in the library.
Travel photos, or photos of other occasions,
accompanied by your relative poems,
would be most welcome.
You may prefer to challenge poets
present at the meeting
to write "on the spot" poetry
to accompany what you have bought.
For further information, please telephone
Margo Hunt at 416 925-8922.

RESERVATION/
CANCELLATION POLICIES
Reservations with Naomi, 416-597-0223 (Ext. 2)
Reservations cannot be accepted after 2 p.m. on the day of
the event
Reservations for Members' Dinners may be cancelled
without charge up to 48 hours before the event Sorry,
charges apply after that deadline.
Reservations for Special Events are accepted on payment by
credit card, cash or cheque at time of reservation. Sorry
cancellations are permitted only in extraordinary
circumstances.

Email: angelrenaissance@yahoo.com
Editor: Mary Nersessian
Phone: 416-471-6274
Email: m.nersessian@sympatico.ca

Editors:

Angel Di Zhang,
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"Come One, Come All to Deck
the Hair
Its that time of year again! Willing workers are needed to
help decorate the Great Hall for the Christmas season. We
will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 3, to dress
the hall and the lounge in Christmas finery. Lunch will be
provided, and we usually finish around 2:00 p.m. Interested
members are asked to call Mike Spence at 416-239-7292 to
confirm attendance.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
December 2005
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December 2005
Sunday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Monday

i

2

A la Carte
Lunch LAMPS
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Afternoon Tea
1:30-3:30 p.m.

4
Painters
Studio

5
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Memb. Cttee
Mtg 5:00 p.m.
Art Committee
Mtg 5:15 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

11
Painters
Cf i iHin

A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.
Screenwriters
5:15 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music
Committee Mtg
10:45 a.m.
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.

13

14

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Centenary
Meeting 4-6 p.m.
Poetry Group
4:00 p.m.
Singers 5:15 p.m.

Painters Studio
Music Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
House Committee
Mtg 5:15 p.m.

19
A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner followed
by Carol Sing

Merry
Christmas!!

Literary Table
Lunch 12:00
noon

7

A la Carte Lunch
LAMPs
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Executive
tVliwdJi IV4

25
Club
Closed

Literary Cttee
10:45 a.m.

12

5:00 p.m.
Club Night
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Art
Auction Opens

18
Painters
Studio

6

26
Club Closed

20
Literary Table
Lunch 12:00
noon
A la Carte
Lunch LAMPs
12:002:30 p.m.
Singers
5:15 p.m.

21
Painters
Studio
Music
Wednesday
12:00 noon
A la Carte
Lunch LAMPs
12:002:30 p.m.

Friday

8
A la Carte
Lunch LAMPS
12:00•*2:30 p.m.

Afternoon Tea
1:30-3:30 p.m.

15
A la Carte
Lunch LAMPS
12:002:30 p.m.
Afternoon Tea
1:30-3:30 p.m.
BOAR'S HEAD
DINNER
6:00 p.m.

22
Christmas
Lunch
12:00>10 H m

A i l J U kJml 1 1*

Saturday
3

Painters
Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
Writers Table
AdLib
6:00 p.m.
-10:00 p.m.

9
Painters
Studio
TGIF Lunch
12:00 noon
AdLib
6:00 p.m.
-10:00 p.m.

16

10
Art
Hanging

17

Painters
Studio
TGIF
Lunch
I \*J 11 L-vJ 1 IV-I 1
12:00 noon
LAMPSletter
Deadline
AdLib
6:00 p.m.
-10:00 p.m.

23
Painters
Studio
LAMPSletter
Stuffing
Christmas
Lunch 12:002:30 p.m.
Club closes
following
lunch
\w

1111

••#

hi

I

1 Wl

24
Club Closed

*•#

27
29
30
28
Club Closed Club Closed Club Closed Club Closed

31
New Year's
Gala Dinner
and Dance

