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'The executive was
pleased to accept the
interim recommendation
of the special archives
committee that Dick and
Ginny Storr be appointed
joint archivists of the
club. We all wish them well in that important
position. I suspect that one of their first tasks
will be to store properly and catalogue the
magnificent collection of some 285 tapes that
Life Member Roly Pincoe has recently donated
to the club. These tapes include recordings of
various events of the club from 1979 to 1992,
and of course Roly has them carefully listed and
described. Just reading the titles of the
members' dinners, Spring Revues, Boar's Head
dinners, operettas, guest nights, minds-on-themove speakers, annual meetings and special
events conjures up magical moments. Here is
proof that Maureen Forrester, Norman Jewison,
John Sanderson, Gratien G6linas, Michael Bliss,
Peter Ustinov et al were here and in good form!
Thank you so much Roly and any others who
have made tapes over the years for allowing us
to relive some of the special times at the club.
The Washington show which was scheduled
for 1996 at the Canadian Embassy has now
been postponed until the spring of 1997. This
show would feature not only club painters but
considerable club memorabilia. If anyone
knows of some company or group who might
have the funds to sponsor or co-sponsor this
show, would you please speak to Chris Adeney
or to me.
Congratulations to Lou Applebaum upon
his appointment as a Companion of the Order of
Canada.
The schedule for Lampsweek in February
looks very enticing. I look forward to seeing
you at several of those events.
John McKellar
[and our congratulations go to John McKellar
himself as he also was mentioned in the New
Year honours list and is now a member of the
Order of Canada.]
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Presenting LAMPSWEEK '96
It's house lights up for a brilliantweek of events showcasing the club disciplines--from the
opening bars on Monday, February 19 to the final ovation on Friday,February23.
Read all about it here; then turn to page 4 to find (andfill out) the orderform. Remember:
you save a cool $13 when you buy the LAMPSWEEK '96 Pass, which admits you to all
events for a modest $65.

Monday, February 19 (Music): L'Elisir d'Amore by Donizetti.
Our music event is a bravissimo one, with no less than six outstanding singers from
the cast of Phantom of the Operataking to the stage to dazzle us with a concert
version of Donizetti's brilliant opera buffo. See further details inside, page 5.
Cash bar, 6 p.m. *Dinner, 7 p.m. *Performance, 8 p.m.
Price $20
Tuesday, February 20 (Literature): The Second Century of David Jones, with
William F. Blissett.
David Jones (1895-1974) is a masterful artist, printmaker and illustrator, whose
poetry and prose (as if the first three were not accomplishment enough) has been
praised by the likes of W.H. Auden and T.S. Eliot. If his name is not a household
word at your place, it will be after our witty and distinguished member William
Blissett fills you in.
Buffet luncheon, 12 noon
Price $13
Wednesday, February 21 (Architecture): Toronto: A City to live, walk and
work in, with Jerome Markson.
Jerome Markson was born and educated and practices in Toronto, so he should know.
A Fellow and past-chairman of the Toronto Society of Architects, he is responsible
for such projects as Market Square and Ronald McDonald House and was a major
contributor to Exploring Toronto, a book of walking tours by the society.
Buffet luncheon, 12 noon
Price $13

Thursday, February 22 (Painting): The Oh! Canada Project, with Maxwell
Anderson.
Honorary member Maxwell Anderson is the newly appointed Director of the Art
Gallery of Ontario and this is a wonderful opportunity to meet him, ask questions
and generally get to know him. His discussion of this topic (of special interest to
this club) will be followed by a question and answer period, or maybe free-forall!
Cash bar, 6 p.m. *Dinner, 7 p.m.
Price $20
Friday, February 23 (Stage): Something Terrific
Something old: a salute to the Canada that was. Something new: a new play by a
club member. Something borrowed: "Fred and Ginger," an original memory, with
thanks to Hollywood. This all adds up to something terrific!
Cash bar, 7 p.m. *Performance, 8 p.m. *Dessert, Coffee
Price $12

NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 4 AND SEND IN YOUR ORDER FORM.
THIS SHOWCASE WEEK USUALLY SELLS OUT QUICKLY. GUESTS
ARE WELCOMED.
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Membership:

Who's New

Welcome to:
John Stobie Muir, professional
(485-9931), retired from a distinguished
career in graphic arts, wishes to pursue
his interests in literature and painting at
the club. Under his naval hat he operates
an extensive file of current addresses of
Canadian naval veterans, known as
"Naval Network." Proposer: Jan Davis.

Honorary Memberships
In the September issue of LAMPSletter
there was an announcement about the
offering of an honorary membership for
each of the disciplines in the Arts and
Letters Club. Now we are pleased to
report that all those offered have been
accepted. We welcome to the club the
following new members:
Greg Gatenby, managing director of the
Harbourfront Reading Series, the E.J.
Pratt honorary membership in
Literature.
David Oleson, president of the Toronto
Society of Architects, the Eric Arthur
honorary membership in Architecture.
Jukka-Pekka Saraste, music director,
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, the Sir
Ernest MacMillan honorary
membership in Music.
Maxwell Anderson, director, Art
Gallery of Ontario, the J.E.H.
MacDonald honorary membership in
Painting.
Bob Baker, artistic director, Canadian
Stage, the John Coulter honorary
membership in Stage.

Members inthe News
Our own pied piper of Canada geese,
Bill Lishman, took part this summer in
the feature film being made of his
autobiography, FatherGoose, by Sony
Columbia and shot near Lake Scugog.
Bill was in the interesting position of
doubling as the ultralight pilot for the
actor who was portraying him. Bill has
donated his book C'mon Geese to the
club library.
Eric McLuhan and Frank Zingrone of
York University have collaborated on a
book, EssentialMcLuhan, published by
Anansi Press (General Publishing) which
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is an authoritative single volume of
material by Marshall McLuhan. Eric is
also the author of a work on Joyce's
Finnegan's Wake to be published shortly
by the University of Toronto Press.
The Conjurorby Patrick Watson and
David Ben will be playing at the Royal
George Theatre Lunchtime Series at the
Shaw Festival this summer from June 15
to September 14.
Now that our president has joined the
ranks of the Order of Canada, you may
be interested to know that the Arts and
Letters club can boast 22 members and
companions of the Order. They are:
Anthony Adamson
Louis Applebaum
Claude Bissell
G. Allan Burton
Arnold Edinborough
Arthur Gelber
Nicholas Goldschmidt
Lyman Henderson
Hugh Hood
W. Arthur Irwin
John Francis Leddy
Bruce Jarvis Legge
Marion MacRae
John McKellar
Ruby Mercer
Edwin Mirvish
James Mavor Moore
Kati Rekai
Laure E. Riese
Herbert W. Whittaker

Painting
Oh! Canada,the Group of Seven show
will be at the Art Gallery of Ontario
from February 17 to early May. The core
of the show will be Art for a Nation as
organized by the National Gallery in
Ottawa, plus much more to be added by
the AGO. The club will be arranging a
tour of this exhibition. Watch this space
for further details.
Jack A. Carr
Our thanks to the McMichael Gallery for
the donation to us of the National
Gallery video, The Group of Seven: Art
for a Nation, produced by the National
Gallery and Sound Venture Productions.

We have only one show to report:
Pat Fairhead announces the opening of
her third show at the Mably Gallery,
Richmond, Virginia, on January 10 and
continuing to February 10. There will be
a public lecture on her work on January 9.

Activities Committee
The Activities committee reports that our
seasonal holiday events were highly
successful. Beth Firstbrook organized
our first party for children between the
ages of 3 and 10. It featured terrific
entertainment, and attracted more than
40 kids who brought with them their
adoring parents and grandparents. Fun
for all! The Boar's Head Dinners, thanks
to John Rammell's hard-working crew,
drew near-capacity attendance, as did the
New Year's Eve Gala, capably produced
by Ann and Reg Wallace. Coming up
on January 25th is the popular Robbie
Burns Dinner. Looking forward to the
evening are those lucky people who
booked early, the event was sold out by
the third day of the month!
Your comments and suggestions
about our activities are always welcome.
Please don't hesitate to share your ideas
with us. We will be doing a post mortem
of the above events for future
improvements and would be happy to
have feedback to work from. Please
leave written submissions in the mailbox
addressed to the Activities committee.
Margaret McBurney

Letter to the editor:
John Lawson's announcement of the
Festival of Strings in the December
LAMPSletter has stimulated me to think
of two important roles that we, as
individual members, can and should
fulfil on a continuing basis. In the
informal atmosphere of the club, and
reflecting the broad range of experience
of its members, there are opportunities
for us to be both teachers and students. It
is in these two important roles that the
club sustains itself intellectually and
aesthetically, and contributes to its
members and the larger community.
In the Festival of Strings, as in the
many club visual arts and stage shows,
we provide by our attendance and
comments, responses to the everdeveloping artist. In the fields of music
continued on page 3

People of the Club
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No one enjoys the club more than
Harold Flammger-a quiet, gentle
member since 1979. But he feels
inadequate because, as he says, "I don't
write, I'm not creative, I have no
qualifications, no degrees. If I talk about
music, it's strictly as an amateur and a
listener. I'm not an authority on
anything." But Harold has a gift, and he
plays an essential role at the club.
A previous president, Bill Swinton,
expressed Harold's role when he said
that it was people who made the club,
"The humble and the great, the talented
continuedfrom page 2
and stage the opportunity provided for
performance before an audience is most
important. One becomes very aware of
this in speaking to young artists after
club events.
As students in the broad sense, club
members have exceptional opportunities
to be stimulated and to learn in fields
where we may have had a feeling,
"That's not for me." My perceptions
over the years have been both broadened
and refined as well as having been
opened to whole new fields. I recall a
musician (no longer with us) who, when
asked, "Did you join the club to meet
other musicians?" answered, "No! I
spend enough time with them, I want to
learn what artists in other fields are
thinking." There is a lesson for all of us
in that. Do try to take in at least some of
the Festival of Strings.
Wentworth Walker

and the not very talented." For Harold is
an appreciator. "My pleasure has come
mainly from reading or watching or
listening to other people doing what they
excel in doing." Harold does not regard
himself as a social type but he
appreciates excellence and is naturally
drawn to people who express it, in
whatever form.
After retiring in England from a
machine-tool firm, he came to Canada 20
years ago with his wife, Elizabeth, who
had previously lived in Toronto where
she had a large circle of friends. "These,
and the friends I have made at the club,
form the nucleus of my social life in
Canada. Unfortunately, so many of them
seem to be dying."
He became a friend of Harold
Sumberg whom he knew mainly as a
musician, but also as a collector of
pewter and an accomplished
photographer. He also was a friend of
Rache Lovat Dickson-the founder,
with Don Sutherland of the literary
table. Harold was in the first small group
that started the table and has contributed
to several meetings by reading short
stories. And through the Music Table,
Harold says he has found other new
friends. Some friends who have vanished
from the scene are Charles Carter,
Cam Hughes and John Seltzer.
He was a neighbour of Bob Christie
whom he met through Harold's English

bull terrier, Taurus, during one of their
walks around Rosedale. "We were
passing his house when the front door
opened and an old English sheepdog
came pelting out, unattended, and
Taurus, normally quiet and friendly and
on a lead, took this to be an attack and in
a trice he had the sheepdog by the
throat." When the dogs were finally
separated there were no serious injuries.
His dog led to his meeting with
another neighbour, the late Morley
Callaghan, who interrupted his gardening
to suggest that Taurus and his poodle,
Nikki, might be friends. Harold
expressed doubt and told Callaghan the
story of the sheepdog. Callaghan
included the story in his next novel.
Since his wife died three years ago,
the club has played an increasing role in
Harold's life. He visits once or twice a
week but still regrets that "There's a
whole side of the club that I don't get to
meet; the only painters I know are those
who come to the Literary Table."
He has only a modest library, having
had to shed a lot of books when he
moved to Canada. "However," he says,
"Books still accumulate, and I seem to
acquire records and tapes faster than I
can enjoy them." So he does not consider
himself a collector -there are those who
would disagree. Harold is an involuntary
collector of people.
Fergus Cronin

WRITERS' GROUP

had to be turned away. The program
began with a moving tribute to the late
Robertson Davies by Lyman
Henderson, followed by a reading on
Davies' life as a playwright by Herbert
Whittaker and some extemporaneous
words by Hugh Walker.
A diverse series of readings by author
members ensued, ending with Camilla
Gryski's demonstration of string games.
Soon the audience was on its feet,
chatting to the writers and buying many
autographed books!
The evening was one of collaboration
and friendship, from the artwork of
Judith Graham and Barbara Allen, to
the support of the Writers' Group Chair,
David Skene-Melvin. Thanks to all who
participated--let's do it again sometime!

At the December 5 meeting, Robert J.
Sawyer, the noted Canadian science
fiction author of the award-winning
Golden Fleece and Far-seer,Fossil
Hunter, Foreigner,End of an Era and
The TerminalExperiment, as well as
many short stories, gave an entertaining
and informative presentation on writing
speculative fiction, encompassing
traditional science fiction and also
fantasy and horror. Rob presented many
useful tips applicable both specifically to
speculative fiction and generally to genre
writing for any writer. Much audience
note-taking occurred both during the talk
and the ensuing question period.
The first (annual, we hope) Book Fair,
December 4, was an unqualified success.
The Great Hall was sold out,
unfortunately some eager bibliophiles

Maryann Shemansky

3

LAMPSWEEK TICKET ORDER FORM
Mail, or hand deliver to:
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto
14 Elm St.
Toronto, ON M5G 1G7

S

or fax to the club office (416) 597-9544.
To be sure of your reservations, your order form must be received by February 15, 1996.
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PLEASE RESERVE THE FOLLOWING SEATS FOR ME:
Event and Date

Discipline

Mon., Feb 19
L'Elisir d'Amore

Music

Times

Ticket
Price

Dinner,
7 p.m.
Showtime,

Number
of Tickets

Total
Price

$20

8 p.m.

Tues.,
20of
Second Feb
Century
David Jones

Literaturee

Buffet,

Architecture

Buffet,
noon

$13

Dinner,

$20

$13

noon

Wed., Feb 21

Toronto: a City to Live,
Walk and Work in

Thurs., Feb 22
The Oh! Canada
Project

Painting

7 p.m.

Showtime,

Fri., Feb 23
Something Old etc. by
Theatre Group

Stage

LAMPSWEEK PASS TO ALL FUNCTIONS
Save $13 and don't miss a thing!

8 p.m.
Dessert/coffee
following

$12

$65

Total Price of all Tickets/Passes
Name
(

) Cheque enclosed

(

) Visa

Number
4

(

I

) Mastercard
Expiry Date

$

MUSIC
*

L'ALISIR D'AMORE in LAMPSWEEK '96
Monday, February 19
While all music events are exciting, John Lawson reports
that the concert version of Donizetti's melodic work to be
performed as part of LAMPSWEEK will be an extraordinary
event! The cast of this spectacular production is:
Nemorino: Tim Stiff-Tenor
Adina: Jill Diane Filion-Soprano
Belcore: Rod Campbell-Baritone
Dulcamara: Peter Atherton-Bass Baritone
Gianetta: Catherine Duff-Mezzo Soprano
Narrator: Peter Barnes
Accompanist: David Smith

*

*

This concert version of L'Elisird'Amore was first
produced in July 1944 as part of the series An evening on Elm
Grove. The artists are all cast members of the Toronto
production of The Phantom of the Opera and come from
various musical backgrounds. TIM STIFF holds university
degrees in music and education. He has sung with the Elmer
Iseler singers, and his stage roles include Don Ottavio in
Mozart's Don Giovanni and Jack in Sondheim's Into the
Woods. JILL DIANE FILION was Artistic Director of
Concert Opera in Vancouver before moving to Toronto. She
now produces the Evening on Elm Grove concert series in her
home. Favourite roles include Musetta in Puccini's La
Boheme, Eliza Dolittle in My FairLady and Valencienne in
The Merry Widow. ROD CAMPBELL was a member of the
Shaw Festival Acting Ensemble for eight years, appearing in a
variety of shows including Cavalcade, Peter Pan and Desert
Song. He is a graduate of the Royal Conservatory of Music
and the University of Toronto. PETER ATHERTON
performed in the Broadway production of "Phantom" before
making his Canadian debut in the Toronto production. He has
sung with orchestras around the world and has been a
prizewinner in the San Francisco Opera Auditions.
CATHERINE DUFF's operatic roles include Cherubino in
Mozart's Marriage of Figaro,Mum in Britten's Albert
Herring and Kate Pinkerton in Puccini's Madame Butterfly. A
frequent performer for young audiences, Catherine is cowriter, director and performer of the childrens' show, Dina's
Plus which introduces children to opera and classical music.
PETER BARNES has appeared with opera companies and
orchestras across Canada. His achievements include top
honours in the Du Maurier Search for the Stars, the National
Bach Aria competition and the CBC Young Performers
competition. He also teaches singing at the University of
Toronto. Our own David Smith is the accompanist and needs
no introduction in the club!

TALENT NIGHT
To encourage performances by club members, the Music
Committee is organizing a Talent Night in the spring. The
date is Monday, May 13, a Club Night event.

Many of the performances are expected to be musical in
nature, such as singers (solo or choral) and instrumentalists (solo
or group, saxaphonists, clarinetists and pianists). Jazz or swing
will be as welcome as classical music.
Other performers, including magicians, jugglers, comedians,
dancers and poets, are welcome to express themselves. In fact,
there will be no limitations-artists or sculptors may want to
discuss their own or other people's work, or a group may want to
organize a skit. This is to be an informal fun evening.
Would you please drop a line to John Hore as soon as
possible, mentioning how you would like to participate. If, as we
hope, there is a big response, we will be happy to organize
another in the fall in order to accommodate all who come
forward.

SPRING MUSIC
As well as the Festival of Strings (see December LAMPSletter),
John Lawson previews several more exciting events coming up
in the spring:
Gyles Bryant, Organist and Choirmaster, St. James Cathedral, at
the Music Table, Thursday, April 11, will explain the mysteries
of Gregorian chant with members of the cathedral choir.
Canadian Music Competitions: At Music Tables, Thursday,
April 18 and Thursday, May 2, finalists of the Canadian Music
Competition will perform, featuring strings, voice, piano.
Canadian Music Competitions Inc. (CMC) is a registered
nonprofit organization designed to encourage and stimulate
musical achievement by its dedication to discover and promote
young, talented Canadian musicians. CMC's basic objective is to
ensure that gifted Canadian musicians are offered an opportunity
to bring their talents to the attention of those who are able to
assist them in following a musical career, and is structured to
prepare these young performers for the formidable standards of
international competition. CMC is unique in that it is the only
competition of this magnitude in the world outside of the former
Soviet Union.

CLASSICAL CABARET
New member Ruth Morawetz, founder and Artistic Director of
Classical Cabaret, invites all club members to attend for half
price the three remaining concerts in the 1995/96 season.
Programmes include: January 28, four outstanding opera singers
performing Barber's humorous A Hand of Bridge; February 25,
young pianists Micah and Lisa Yui followed by A Tribute to
Duke Ellington with Arlene Duncan and Rudy Webb; March 24,
Shakespeare in Word and Song created by director Michael
Albano featuring singers Sally Diblee and Steven Horst with two
members of the Shaw Young Company. Phone 925-0284 for
more information.

Pat Stewart
(with assistance from Pat Harvie)
Copy editor: Jane Champagne
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TO BE OR NOT TO BE?
THEATRE ANNOUNCEMENT!

MEETING JANUARY 27 AND 30
The Big Question: Will there be a Spring Revue?
There will be a Spring something. But what? Right
now there is a shortage of scripts, theatre
production staff, and musical contributors. It takes
a huge crew to put on a show. There is a change in
our pool of talent. We have lost our core producers,
creative musicians, rehearsal pianists, musical

1W

Call Molly early!
MUSIC TABLES
18
Thursday, January
(not the jazz trio as listed on January calendar)
Come to hear the Faculty of Music Historical
Performance Ensembles: Medieval, Renaissance,
Baroque! Five vocalists with harpsichord! Music by
Dufay, Puccini, Schutz, Josquin Deprez! Solos, duets
and the famous quintet Bird Songs by the sixteenth
century composer Jannequin. Directed by Gregory
Johnston with Anna Chan, harpsichord.

directors, stage managers, lighting experts, etc.
(Mike Spence alas, has only two hands). Are there
replacements out there? Is there a dwindling
enthusiasm? Does the show need a rest?

Thursday, January 25
Festival of Strings, Concert No. 1
Beethoven: String Quartet Op. No. 1 in F major
Debbie Smythe and Ignacio Turrion, violin

There will be a rallying of the troops: critics and
contributors on January 27, Great Hall, 10:30 a.m.
AND (just in case you are a weekend escapee)
AGAIN on Tuesday, January 30 at 7:30 p.m. All are

Liz Reid, viola
Kirk Starkey, cello
Mendelssohn or Shostakovich: Piano Trio
Julie Wedman, violin
Teymour Sadykov, cello
Stephen Ham, piano

welcome. Please-come and make your views
known and/or your talents public. Be part of the
decision.

Thursday, February 1
Festival of Strings, Concert No. 2
Brahms: Trio in B major
Jacob Schiff, violin

Betty Trott

Keren Yun, cello
Sonia Chan, piano
Shostakovich: String Quartet
Andrew Wei* and Christopher Tepper, violin
Emily Eng, viola
Elspeth Poole, cello
*winner Arts and Letters Club Award, 1995
Thursday, February 15
The Cambrian Trio returns to the club after an absence
of several years.
Mozart and Brahms program.
Agnes Roberts, violin
Mary Evens, cello
Nancy Antonacci, piano

Thursday, February 8, noon
The Truth About Cancer: Why We Are Losing the
Battle, by Dr. Richard Schabas, Ontario's Chief Medical
Officer of Health. He was Medical Officer of Health in
East York from 1983-87, until he assumed his present
post, which includes the directorship of the province's
Public Health branch. A graduate of the University of
Toronto, he holds specialist certificates in public health
and internal medicine; is an assistant professor in the U.
of T. medical school and associate professor in the
Faculty of Health Studies at the University of Waterloo.
His annual reports on heart health, tobacco, cancer,
youth health and, most recently, immunization have
received wide attention in Ontario.
1
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Wednesday, January 17
Our guest, Christine Boyanarski, associate curator of
Canadian Art at the AGO, talks about: The Arts and
Letters Club and its Fascinating History. Reserve early
with Molly.
I
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CLUB NIGHTS

Call Molly early!

Monday, January 22
Architect Philip H. Carter discusses the renowned Lillian
H. Smith Library at 239 College St.
Monday, January 29
ART OPENING: Shawn Sevier and Neville Clark
Born and raised in Toronto, Shawn Sevier graduated
from the Ontario College of Art, has a B.A. from U. of
Guelph, and is teaching in York Region. Shawn reports
that his recent work is "inspired by outdoor experiences,
principally canoeing and kayaking in the Canadian
wilderness. The art work combines images to
communicate a feeling or a sense of an isolated moment
in time. Identifiable objects taken from life to illustrate
concepts, sometimes with tongue in cheek, and the use
of raw colour characterize this work."
A graduate of the Ontario College of Art, Neville
Clark also spent a year as a student of Tom Lapierre in
Florence. Recently, he has won the A.J. Casson Award
and an Honour Award at the Canadian Society of
Painters in Watercolour and a second prize award from
the Pickering Arts Council. One of his paintings was
chosen for the cover of Canadian Treasurer Magazine.
He describes himself as an expressionist doing
representational work. "People are the essence of life,
their dreams and aspirations to meet a goal are elements
significant to my work. For this reason the figure is the
medium through which I communicate feelings and
expressions of hope, dignity and courage ...
AND MUSIC: for voice, harp and dancer
with Kathleen Flynn, Mezzo-Soprano
Kate Alton, Dancer/Choreographer
Nicolas Tulliez, Harp
featuring music by Berlioz, Castelnuovo-Tedesco,
Debussy, Dowland, Faure, Ravel.
Monday, February 5
Clarinet Trio from the Faculty of Music
Darius Milhaud: Suite in 4 movements for violin, clarinet,
and piano
Bartok: Contrasts in 3 movements for violin, clarinet, and
piano, dedicated to Benny Goodman
Maria Gacesa, clarinet
Elissa Lee, violin
Gregory Oh, piano
Monday, February 12
Art opening: Nicholas Hornyansky (1896-1965). This
is a centennial retrospective of this longtime member of
the club. Items on display will be selected from over 300
works in a fabulous private collection. This will be as far
as we know the only Hornyansky centennial show and it
is hoped that there will be a large audience at the
opening.

Pianist David Jones, a graduate student at the
University of Toronto, studying with William Aide, will
present an extremely varied program:
Bach: Partita No. 1
Domenico Scarlatti: 3 Sonatas
Chopin: Preludes Nos. 1, 20, 3, 4, 24
Ravel: Sonatine
Monday, February 26
Stage: encore performance of the LAMPSweek
production
Monday, March 4
Art opening: John Joy exhibition
rf~l~L~~1
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LITERARY TABLES
Tuesday, January 23
Ken Purvis on Canadian political biography
Tuesday, January 30
Dr. Kurt Levy discusses Colombian novelist and Nobel
prizewinner Gabriel Marcia Marquez
Tuesday, February 6
T.B.A.
Tuesday, February 13
Dick Storr and Beth Firstbrook: An 1867 School
Reader
j szt
Tuesday, February 20
Wa
Ronald Bryden on British Postwar Playwrights

r^
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Friday, February 2
Writing and Publishing the Short Story. Our guest, Peter
Sellers, is a noted author whose short stories have
appeared in Ellery Queen's Mystery Magazine and other
journals. He is the founding editor of the Cold Blood
anthology series of crime stories, now in its sixth year.
He will talk about the construction of the short story;
editor's expectations; and where to sell your work.
Friday, March 1
Leon Warmski's subject will be Archives as a Writer's
Resource. Club member and Senior Reference Archivist
at the Archives of Ontario, Leon will guide writers
through the resources at the archives that are useful for
both fiction and non-fiction writing.
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Terrific,
7:30 p.m.

Literary Table:
Ronald
Bryden:
British
Postwar
Playwrightss

28

24

29
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Club Night:
Clarinet Trio
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March 1

Writers' Group:
Leon Warmski, Archival resources

March 4

LAMPSLETTER DEADLINE
Please note:

Club Night: Art opening, John Joy

Friday, February 2, 1:00 p.m.
Items received after that will be held for the next issue.
Guest editor Barbara Oliver will take over the February issue.
Please address any concerns to her at 923-6240.

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
(416) 597-0223
* Fax 597-9544
February 1996
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President's
Remarks
, At the last executive
meeting, our treasurer,
Bill Buchanan,
reviewed the club's
financial performance
for the year to date.
Despite government
cutbacks in renting space in our building,
we are keeping to our budget. For this
reason, the finance committee
recommended, and the executive agreed,
that fees should not be raised for next year.
This means that we have not raised fees for
four years, notwithstanding increased
operating costs and inflation. This is a
tribute, I think, not only to the successive
treasurers and finance committees, but to all
members who have supported our various
activities.
You may or may not receive this
Lampsletter before the Lampsweek
festivities the week of February 19. I hope
you do--so that I can remind you that all
the events look very exciting. It is even
rumoured that in Something Terrific on
February 23 (and again on February 26),
various members of the club, not
particularly known for their stage
performances, will be participating. Look
for some surprises.
The nominating committee, under the
chairmanship of Counsel Don Pounsett, has
already had two meetings to consider
possible candidates for next year's
executive to commence office at the annual
meeting in May. If you have any ideas as to
who might be good executive material, feel
free to call Don or any other officer of the
club.
Congratulations to Life Member and Past
President Jack Yocom, who was recently
given the Outstanding Public Contribution
Award by the Faculty of Administrative
Studies, York University. I understand that
Jack continues to recuperate and we all look
forward to seeing him at the club again.
"k'

*
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John McKellar

"Are you talking on LSD this afternoon?" the welcoming CBC Radio staffer
asked. "No, I'm talking on the Group of Seven," Jack Carrresponded, as he
waited to be interviewed at the CBC Broadcasting Centre on Front Street. It
turned out that LSD is CBC-talk for the radio show Later the Same Day.
Jack told this story at a recent meeting of the Marketing Committee, which is
promoting sales of the club's newly published book, The Group of Seven, Why
not 8 or 9 or 10?. Jack, who with Fergus Cronin and Franklin (Archie)
Arbuckle co-authored the book, reported that of 3,000 copies printed, nearly 700
have been sold. The National Gallery, the AGO, the Vancouver Art Gallery, and
David Mirvish Books and Edwards Books, have it on sale. "We're almost
continued on page 2

continuedfrom page 1
halfway to break-even," says Jack. And a
natural sales tie-in is the Group of Seven
75th anniversary show, Artfor a Nation,
at the AGO mid-February to mid-May.
The book, which documents the
Group's vital link with the Arts and
Letters Club, was launched at the club's
first-ever media conference in
November. On the subsequent CBC
Radio interview with Kathryn O'Hara,
Jack said: "I think it quite possible that
the Group would never have happened if
the Arts and Letters Club had not
existed." The artists met there regularly
and found like-minded painters for
mutual encouragement; they also found
severe critics, like Saturday Night's
Hector Charlesworth, who assessed their
canvases as so much "hot mush."
On CFTO-TV's Eye On Toronto
interview by Carla Collins, Archie
singled out J.E.H. MacDonald as "my
personal hero." J.E.H. was principal of
the Ontario College of Art when Archie
was a student. The young Archie and his
future wife, Frances-Ann Johnston,
daughter of the Group's Frank H.
Johnston, often visited MacDonald's
home in Thornhill and walked in "the
tangled garden," the famous painting of
which drew the ire of art critics of the
day.
In Toronto's Sunday Sun, December
10, 1995, Lisa Balfour Bowen described
the book as "informative and amusing,"
and included a cartoon of Lawren Harris,
one of the book's 60 drawings never
before published. (A video cassette of
the Eye of Toronto interview and an
audio tape of Jack's CBC Radio guest
spot are available at the club.)
If you haven't yet bought the book,
get your copy from Molly in the office or
at the bar. Buy two or three! They make
great gifts.
Gladys Houck

Yet More Editorial Guilt...
Gerald Pratley Overlooked Again!
Please note: Writer, broadcaster, film
critic, historian and teacher, and club
member of long standing, Gerald
Pratley is, indeed, one of our renowned
published authors, and, again indeed, one
of our distinguished Members and
Companions of the Order of Canada.
2

I Membership:

Who's New

Peggie Coulter (non-resident)
(613) 384-8125
Professional artist, member of Ontario
Society of Artists, Canadian Society of
Painters in Watercolour, co-founder of
Chalet School of Fine Arts (Hornings
Mills), with numerous distinctive
achievements on the Canadian art scene.
Proposer: Peter G.S. Large
Jutta (Judy) Mayer-Grieve
(professional) (416) 502-3874
Graphic designer, illustrator,
photographer, interested in club art
activities-painting, sketching trips,
exhibitions. Graduate of Ontario College
of Art and Central Technical School
three-year Art Programme. Proposer:
Gerry Sevier
Charles (Carmel) Robert Portanier
(professional) (416) 921-5709
From South Yemen, Europe and the
U.K. to Canada, multilingual and
multitalented, with entertainment world
experience as actor, dancer, narrator,
appearing on television and in films.
Proposer: Ezra Schabas
Rita Segsworth (member)
(416) 977-3361
Ardent interests in antique collecting,
heraldry and gardening. Proposer:
Margaret McBurney
William Paul Hughes (professional)
(416) 368-4348
An architect (McGill, 1956) with
particular experience and expertise in
theatre design, and with sketching
classes with Arthur Lismer to his credit,
a serious interest in painting, especially
in watercolours. Proposer: Gordon S.
Fulton
Jacquie Jacobs (professional)
Graduate of the Ontario College of Art,
member of the Ontario Society of
Artists, widely travelled, with art
teaching and exhibiting experience in
Canada and abroad, and an interest in
singing and guitar. Proposer: Rudolf
Stussi
And one new Honorary Appointment
Christine Boyanoski of the AGO, a
one-year honorary member, in
recognition of her dedication in time,
energy and talent to the documentation
and preparation of club material for the
Washington Project, postponed until
1997.

Music Events:
Thursday Music Tables
Please call Molly early!
Thursday, February 15: a reminder than
the Cambrian Trio is playing-Agnes
Roberts, violin, Mary Evens, cello, and
Nancy Antonacci, piano: Programme:
Mozart Trio in C-MajorK548, Brahms
Trio in C-Minor, Opus 10.
The Cambrian Trio has played at the
club for three years in a row! This is one
of Toronto's premier trios. Please come
out in force and welcome them back!
Thursday, March 7: The Avanti Trio
from the Faculty of Music, consisting of
Sonia Jun, violin, Sorim O, piano,
(student of Patricia Parr), and Orly
Bitov, cello: Programme: Beethoven Trio
Opus #1, Brahms C-MajorTrio Opus
#87.
Thursday, March 14: Festival of
Strings, Concert No.3: Royal
Conservatory of Music Senior String
Orchestra (24-25 players), conducted by
Jacques Israelievitch, Concert Master,
Toronto Symphony: Programme: Mozart
Symphony #40, Bartok Divertimento.
This will be one of the highlights of g
the Festival of Strings! Book early to W
avoid disappointment!
Thursday, March 21: David Zafer,
University of Toronto Chamber
Orchestra: Programme: Schubert Rondo
in A for Solo Violin and String,
Orchestra,D438, Haydn Symphonia
Concertantefor Oboe, Violin, Bassoon,
Cello and Orchestra.
By popular demand, a return
engagement of David Zafer's wonderful
Chamber Orchestra! Those who missed
this orchestra on Club Night, November
13, will not want to miss this
performance (different programme), and
those who attended on that occasion will
be competing for places! Again, book
early to avoid disappointment.
Thursday, March 28: One of the
famous jazz groups from the Faculty of
Music. Those who missed the jazz trio
on November 23 will not want to miss
this performance by a different jazz
group!
Thursday, April 4: Festival of Strings,
Concert No.4-more Senior String
Ensembles from the Royal Conservatory
of Music!

Spring Music
In addition to events previously
announced in the January Lampsletter,
Sbook early for Club Night, Monday,
April 29, Festival of Strings' sixth and
final programme. The Royal
Conservatory of Music Academy String
Orchestra (30-36 players) will be
conducted by Rennie Regehr, violist and
Dean of the Professional School. The
programme includes the Shostakovitch
String Quartet #8, arranged for string
orchestra.
And at the Music Table, April 11,
Giles Bryant, St. James Cathedral, will
tell you everything you wanted to know
about Gregorian Chant, now hitting the
best-selling charts.

Club Nights

*

Monday, February 12: Pianist David
Jones, a graduate student from the
University of Toronto Faculty of Music,
student of William Aide. A pianist and a
violinist, from St. John's,
Newfoundland, he has had solo recitals
in Montreal, Edmonton, Calgary,
Winnipeg, London and Toronto, and has
toured South America. He has won many
prizes and competitions and recently
performed with the prestigious St.
Lawrence Quartet at the Faculty of
Music: Programme: Bach PartitaNo.l,
Domenico ScarlattiThree Sonatas,
Chopin Preludes Nos. 1,20,3,4,24, Ravel
Sonatine.
This exciting performer will play
following the Nicholas Hornyanski
Retrospective opening.
Monday, February 19: Donizetti's
Opera, L'Elisird'Amore, in concert
version.
See What's On for March music.
John B. Lawson

Ex armaria ores

*

Several members of the Arts and Letters
Club are known to be actively engaged in
tracing their family trees through the
gentle art of genealogy. Members who
would be interested in participating in an
informal genealogical discussion and
mutual help group at the club are invited
to contact Pat MacCulloch, at (416)
923-3460 (phone); (416) 923-6037 (fax).

Members inthe News

January Music Review

From the University College Alumni
Magazine, Winter 1996 ...
The Outstanding Public Contribution
Award, given by the Faculty of
Administrative Studies, York University,
has been awarded to John B. (Jack)
Yocom. Yocom's career in public
relations has included positions with
Gulf Canada and Vickers & Benson. His
outstanding volunteer work included
work with the Canadian Public Relations
Society, the Canadian Club, the Institute
for Canadian-American Studies, and
Board membership on the CNIB, the
TSO, the National Youth Orchestra, the
Canadian Paraplegic Association, and
others.

The Festival of Strings, January 18,
brought us the Historical Performance
Ensembles and music from the 15th to
17th century, with students of Gregory
Johnston, Director of the U of T group.
Two duets of early German religious
music, and two early works by Italian
composers, now recognized as the first in
the operatic tradition, precursors to
Monteverdi, were followed by a quartet
presentation of Le Chant des Oiseaux
(Janequin), and an early 15th century
finale.
On January 25 came Schubert, with
the Constanza String Quarter; then from
19th century romantic melancholy to
mid-20th century turmoil with
Shostakovitch's Trio in E minor, a
tremendously complex and demanding
work, greeted by bravos, standing
ovation and some quiet tears, testimony
to the ability of these young musicians.
January 29 Club Night, a programme
by Beau Soir, combining harpist, mezzosoprano and dancer, provided through
the good offices of Hugh AnsonCartwright, was received with great
enthusiasm by a large audience of
members and friends.

Toronto poet Polly Fleck reads from her
second book of poetry The Chinese
Execution, March 12. This collection was
a finalist in the 1994 Governor General's
Awards. (Harbourfront Reading Series)
A winter watercolour landscape by Jane
Champagne was reproduced on the
front and back covers of Trinity, the
Trinity College alumni quarterly last
month. Inside, there was a two-page
article about her various careers,
including quotes and illustrations from
her book Painting the Ontario
Landscape, a practical guide to working
in watercolour on location (University of
Toronto Press).

Christmas Poster Show
Our thanks to the following artists who
devoted their time during the busy 1995
Christmas season to produce posters for
the club. They were as follows: Shenk,
McDowell, Carr, McNeely, Stussi,
Allen, Strucken, Graham, Sherman,
Smith, Tibbles, Henderson, Hume,
Purdon, Chatfield, Harvey, Cattell,
Matheson, Joy, Stewart, Steven,
Wagner, Stark, Thresher, MurrayWeber, Corelli, Ludwig, Simons,
Walker-and Bolt for the Boar's Head
dinner programme. And a special thanks
to Lorna Kelly for her decorations!
It was a great show which gave the
club a unique Christmas ambiance.
Members had an opportunity to collect at
low prices. Close to $4,000.00 was
raised, to be used to install improved
lighting in the Great Hall.
Mary Corelli

Elizabeth Kilbourn

Art Review and Preview
The opening of the Neville
Clarke/Shawn Sevier show was very
well attended by guests as well as
members, but, surprisingly, very few
artists. After dinner and introductions by
Peter Large, each artist talked about his
work, inspiration and subjects. This was
followed by another first for the club--a
concert of classical music by a harpist, a
mezzo soprano and a dancer. And all this
for a mere $10.00!
Coming up, Monday, February 12: a
100-year retrospective of the work of
Nicholas Hornyanski, from a hitherto
unpublicized private collection. March
4: works by John Joy. March 25: an
invitational exhibition by the Society of
Canadian Artists, including several club
members; May 20, new works by club
artist Ron Bolt; June 10, members'
juried show; and July 1, Art Committee
artists' choice.
Jane Champagne
3

Minds on the Move
Gwenlyn Setterfield, executive director of the Ontario Arts
Council (OAC), will be the Minds on the Move speaker,
Wednesday lunch, March 6. A central figure in the development
of the arts in this province for the past 15 years, she will speak on
"A Thousand Stories for a Thousand Years: Canada's Cultural
Legacy and the Millennium."
With degrees in economics, philosophy and planning, and
experience as a social worker and CBC broadcaster in British
Columbia, she worked on various provincial arts initiatives there
before being appointed as Music Officer of the OAC in 1981,
advancing to Director of Planning, Policy and Development, and
in 1993 to Executive Director.
Ms. Setterfield is a challenging speaker, who knows the arts
world thoroughly from the inside out. She will focus attention on
the loss of our collective memory in the arts, as few are telling
our stories and preserving our cultural history. Reservations
urged.
Ezra Schabas

The Club inthe News
(from The Ottawa Citizen, Sunday, December 31, 1995)
BOOKLET EXPLORES FORMATION OF GROUP OF
SEVEN AT ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB
Just about everyone has heard of the Group of Seven, whose
75th anniversary as a group is being celebrated in a major
exhibition at the National Gallery until Jan.7. But how many
have heard of The Arts and Letters Club in Toronto? It was there
that the group first met regularly and formed themselves into the
Group of Seven. Now the Club has published a booklet dedicated
to the occasion, The Group of Seven-Why not 8 or 9 or 10?,
Revelations by Members of the Arts and Letters Club, by Jack
A. Carr, a retired chemical engineer; Franklin Arbuckle,
renowned Canadian painter and the group's friend and colleague,
and Fergus Cronin, freelance journalist and barbershop singer.
Perhaps, had they not come to know each other as club
members, muses Jack Carr in the new publication, the Group of
Seven might never have been officially formed. Or perhaps with
different artists, for the agitation was present to break away from
European traditions of art and express strong visual impressions
of Canada. But formed it was, one March evening in 1920, when
Franklin Carmichael, Lawren Harris, Frank (Franz) Johnston,
Arthur Lismer, J.E.H. MacDonald and Fred Varley met at
Harris's home in Toronto to plan a special exhibition of their
own. A.Y. Jackson, who was included in the plans, was away
that first meeting, sketching in Georgian Bay. The booklet notes
that J.E.H. MacDonald, for whom the club was a church, home,
and studio, was the club's president for two years, vice-president
for four, and on the executive for nine.
The publication, with several rare illustrations from the club's
archives, is available for $7.99 at the National Gallery of Canada
bookstore, and at many public art gallery shops across Canada.

Re Arthur Goss
I am doing a research project on Arthur Scott Goss, and would
greatly appreciate any information, recollection, anecdote
relating to his work and life in the club.
4
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A & L at the AGO
Join us for our group tour of the
OH! CANADA EXHIBIT
Wednesday, February 28
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Club soup-and-sandwich lunch
at 12:30 p.m.
and
chat with authors
Jack Carr, Franklin Arbuckle
and Fergus Cronin

I

Please reserve with Molly
BEFORE FEBRUARY 21
Tour only: $10.50
Seniors: $8.50
Lunch: $8.00, plus tax
Government Strategy!
In the post-referendum kerfuffle
When the feathers were starting to ruffle
They could duck or could weave
Pull some tricks down their sleeve
But they've plied that old "cabinet shuffle."
Monty Larkin

Happy New Year

By all accounts we had another good celebration and 1996 came
in with a ... tall, dark and handsome young man, known as "First
Foot." Guess who?
Many people were involved, in one way or another, and we
would like to recognize them now: Rod Staples (and the Queen
City Jazz and Dance Band), Zora Buchanan, Gord Fulton,
Donald Cameron, Betty Trott, Rosemary Condon, Jean
Edwards, Ezra Schabas, Don Pounsett, Ron Sorley, Paul
Gauthier, Martha Spence, Stan King, Ruth Morawetz, Rod
Austin, Mike Spence, Betty Postill, Andrew Sookrah, Pat
Harvie, Jean and Bob Hume, Hazel Harvey, Fiona McKeown.
Marion Porter, Maggie Bates, Vera Worling, Shirley
Pounsett, Diana Hore, Jack Carr, Freda Fyles, Ann Schabas.
and, of course, all our other members and friends who joined us_
A special thank you to the staff who spent the evening with us
and made it possible for the gala to take place!
Ann and Reg U~wr

i

People of the Club

photo by Jim Parr

*

How can we attract younger members?
That seems to be the dominant theme
whenever the subject of club
membership comes up-but Ann
Schabas begs to differ. "I don't think we
should feel deficient if we can't attract
more young members," she says, right
out. On the whole, Ann believes, the
club is satisfying the needs of its
members. "We're gradually getting more
out of debt than into debt; maybe it's just

a oioe dream that we need vnylnopr
.
.
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Painting

members, maybe it's not a club for
them." This is partly due to a greater
interest in sporting clubs on the part of
the young, partly because they don't
have the leisure to enjoy our kind of
club. "I have a lawyer son in Toronto
and he often doesn't have lunch, he's so
busy."
Altogether, in spite of a busy and
productive life, Ann has four sons and a
daughter. One of them, Dr. Richard
Schabas, Ontario's Chief Medical
Officer, by the time this is in print will
have delivered a luncheon talk for us on
the losing fight against cancer. Before
having a family, Ann went through a
university course in physics at the U. of
T., (an unusual interest for the daughter
of Barker Fairley, a prominent painter
and early member of the club), then a
master's degree at Smith College where
she met the future father of those
children, Ezra, then a professor at the
University of Massachusetts, who is
slated to become club president in May.
She worked for a year as a research
assistant, and then because "the other
thing on my agenda was to have a
family," she and Ezra proceeded to do
that. When the youngest was three she
dove back into the academic world and
took a course at the U. of T. Library
School. She was then hired as a
rfar-,--
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your questions are answered. There is a
small charge of $12.00 for the full day, or
$6.00 for a half day, to cover the cost of
the models. All members are welcome
and we look forward to seeing new faces.

Please mark April 12-14 on your calendar
for the club's Spring Painting Weekend,
at the Highwayman Inn in Collingwood.
We have been there for the last two
springs, and there is still much to explore.
Doug Purdon
This is a weekend for painters and for
The John B. Aird Galle in the
those members and guests who would like
The John B. Aird Gallery, in theh
MacDonald Block, Queen's Park, held a
a couple of days in which to relax. The
Tenth Anniversary Retrospective,
rate sheets will be available shortly
5-28,
shortly.
1996. Ten works of art
be available
rate sheets will January
Jack A. Carr
from each of the six founding/managing
societies were selected, juried by that
A reminder to all painter members and
society: Royal Canadian Academy,
those who just like drawing! We have an
Ontario Society of Artists, Canadian
open studio every Friday from 10:00 a.m.
Society of Painters in Watercolour,
to 3:30 p.m. (with a leisurely lunch from
Society of Canadian Artists, Sculpture
12:00 to 1:30). Usually it is a costumed
Society of Canada, and Ontario Craft
model but on occasion we have "life"
Council.
models. If you have been to the club on a
Arts and Letters members selected were:
Friday and have seen Highland soldiers
RCA: O. K. Schenk, Osvald Timmas
with spears, or other strange outfits, now
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Centre, and subsequently became a
teacher in the Faculty of Library Science
where she spent 25 years, the last six as
dean.
There was a hiatus of a year that she
and Ezra took off so she could take a
master's and a doctorate in library
science at England's University of
London, which gave her the credentials
for promotion, the doctorate being
completed back home as an "external
student." Ezra, meanwhile, was principal
of the Royal Conservatory of Music,
gaining the experience that produced his
award-winning book, Sir Ernest
MacMillan, The Importance of Being
Canadian, which Ann enjoyed editing.
She continued editing, including the
recent Club booklet on the Group of
Seven, and has taken some commercial
work.
Now Ann is the club librarian, and
she and her committee of 10 are doing an
inventory and trying to decide what the
raison d'stre of the library should be,
apart from storing books by and about
members. And her parting thought? "I
think we have more need for a club as
we get older. As long as we don't reduce
our numbers overall, through attrition
and death, I don't care how old people
are."

-»***IMVer

Fergus Cronin

OSA: Lois Dierlam, Lila Lewis
Irving, Lucie Simons
Lois Dierlam
L oi s D i er l a m

John Joy Show
An important exhibition of paintings by
John Joy will be held in the club from
March 4 to March 23. The works have
not been shown before and were painted
in China, Hong Kong, Cuba, Italy,
England, Ireland, U.S.A., Canada and the
Canadian High Arctic.
John Joy's swift and brilliant
expressions in watercolours and acrylics
were all painted out-of-doors, on
location, and in all kinds of summer and
winter weather. John says that he would
be happy to convey his methods,
experience and feelings while painting in
his particular style to anyone interested!
ia,,Ful -..--.-I'a£
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February 19-23

'96
Lampsweek '96
LampsWeek

February 19-23

Haven't you reserved for Lampsweek yet! Don't miss
The Phantom of the Opera singers,
with David Smith, piano
performing L'Elisird'Amore by Donizetti
(February 19, Dinner)

lamnn~ilr

William F. Blissett speaking on
"The Second Century of David Jones"
(February 20, Lunch)
Jerome Markson revealing
"Toronto: A City to Live, Walk and Work in"
(February 21, Lunch)
Maxwell Anderson, director of the AGO,
on the Oh! CanadaProject
February 22, Dinner)
Something Terrific featuring a star-studded cast in
"A Salute to the Canada that was" and "Fred and Ginger"
(February 23, Refreshments)
Take a break from those February blues at Lampsweek,
where the sun is always shining
and the smiles are always warm!

Theatre- Spring Revue 1996

MUSIC TABLES
Thursday, MARCH 7
THE AVANTI TRIO, FACULTY OF MUSIC
Violin; Sorim O (student of Patricia Parr) Piano;
Yun,
Sonia
Orly Bitov, Cello. Programme: Beethoven, Trio Opus 1:
Brahms, C Major Trio Opus 87.
Thursday, MARCH 14
FESTIVAL OF STRINGS, CONCERT No. 3
A highlight of our season: book early! The Royal
Conservatory's Senior String Orchestra (24-25 players)
conducted by Jacques Israelievitch, concert master of
the Toronto Symphony. Programme: Mozart, Symphony
No. 40: Bartok, Divertimento.
Thursday, MARCH 21
DAVID ZAFER, U of T CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Return engagement by popular demand!
Programme: Schubert, Rondo in A for Solo Violin and
String Orchestra, D438: Haydn, Symphonia Concertante
for Oboe, Violin, Bassoon, Cello and Orchestra.

_

Thursday, MARCH 28

FACULTY OF MUSIC JAZZ GROUP

LAST CALL ! WE AWAIT YOUR RESPONSE!

Return engagement of this famous jazz group.

Yes, we are planning a Spring show. We have a small production
team in place. We have chosen material. But there is a gap. We
still need musicians, technical crew and creative designers.
Without more production talent the show will be impossible
to stage.
Call Betty Trott (422-0372) or Monty Larkin (925-0932)

APRIL PREVIEW
Thursday, APRIL 4
FESTIVAL OF STRINGS, CONCERT No. 4
More Senior String Ensembles from the Royal
Conservatory of Music will play a programme of
Quartets, Trios etc.
Lunch at noon. Concert starts at 1 p.m.
Price, $10 all taxes included.
NOTE: This extremely high-quality music series is
gathering enthusiasts at a rate that makes early

Choir
'Tis the day of our practice, that's Monday for us
All persons are welcome, with little/no fuss

reservations a MUST. Better do it right away!

Between 4 and 6 in the Studio we're found
Trying our best to produce a sweet sound
We need more singers, sopranos and bass
Please come, let music put a smile on your face.
Betty Postill
.

Please note the new club policy re reservations

We have mentioned in the Lampsletter many times how
important it is to make reservations for club dinners and events.
It is equally important to cancel those reservations if you find
you can't honour them. We have many times turned people away
when we thought we had a full house only to realize later that
space was available due to unhonoured reservations. Please be
aware that if members now make a reservation, do not keep it, or
do not cancel before 2:00 p.m. on the date concerned, they will
be billed for the event.
Lorna Kelly
Pat Stewart (with assistance from Pat Harvie)
Editor:
Copy editor: Jane Champagne
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Wednesday, March 20
AN OPEN FORUM ON
"CUTS TO THE ARTS: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE

ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB TO BUILD ANEW

ARTISTIC COMMUNITY"
to several members with interest and
listen
and
Come
and participate, if you wish, in an
subject,
the
in
expertise
timely and important issue.
most
this
of
open discussion
Robert Paterson
MODERATOR:
McKellar
John
CHAIR:
Bar Opens, 5 p.m. DINNER at 7.
Price, $15 all taxes included.
SPECIAL SAME-NIGHT EVENT
FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY:
pre-dinner Reception and Introduction of New Members.
In the Boardroom.

SS
Monday,
Monday,
Monday,

Monday,

Always cheap, always cheerful.
Wonderful entertainment, too.
MARCH 4
OPENING: JOHN JOY
ART SHOW*
MARCH 11
CHIEF LYLA COMMANDANT
discusses Aboriginal questions
MARCH 18
FACULTY OF MUSIC CONCERT
Trevor Burt, Guitar
Ann Wright, Soprano
MARCH 25
OPENING: SCA SHOW & VIDEO
PROGRAMME*
APRIL PREVIEW:

Monday, APRIL 1
FACULTY OF MUSIC VOICE RECITAL
Performers from the studio of Lorna MacDonald.
Bar Opens, 5 p.m. Dinner, 6 p.m.
Price, $10 all taxes included.
* See also listed under ART Section.
Reserve with Molly please!

0
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Friday, MARCH 1 at noon
LEON WARMSKI, "Archives as a Writer's Resource"
One of the best-known men-about-club, Leon is Senior
Reference Archivist of Archives of Ontario and
internationally-recognized authority on the literary "little
magazines" published in Paris in the Twenties. He will
guide us through the Ontario Archives as a reference
resource.
Lunch (from Buffet Table) $10 all taxes included.
APRIL PREVIEW
Friday, APRIL 12 at noon
PROF. VIVIAN M. RAKOFF
"Psychiatric Issues for Writers"
Professor of Psychiatry at the Clarke Institute and noted
author Prof. Rakoff will discuss issues such as rejection,
despair, burnout, family jealousy, lack of recognition,
finances, relative social value, etc. Sounds like an
absolute "must" for any writer or wannabe, doesn't it?
Lunch (from Buffet Table) $10 all taxes included.

ART OPENINGS
LITERARY TABLES
Tuesday, MARCH 5: ROUND TABLE: Jane Austen
We'll discuss the works of this author, now very
prominent due to the wave of recent film and TV
productions based on her books.
Tuesday, MARCH 12: BRIAN PARKER: 'Two Plays
by Tennessee Williams: A Psychological Reading"
The plays under scrutiny will be 'The Glass Menagerie"
and the two-character play "Outcry."
Tuesday, MARCH 19: JANET TURNBULL IRVING,
"Canadian Fiction Abroad: the Marketing of our
Novelists in Foreign Countries." Ms. Turnbull Irving is a
literary agent and former publisher of Seal Books.
Tuesday, MARCH 26: LOIS DARROCH, "Steven
Vincent Benet: Another Poet in Paris." Lois is an author
and member of the club.
In the Boardroom at noon.
Light Lunch, $7.50 all taxes included.
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Wednesday, March 6 at noon
GWEN SETTERFIELD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
Buffet Lunch, $10 all taxes included.

Monday, MARCH 4
A collection of works by club member and noted
landscapist JOHN JOY
Show opens, 5 p.m. Bar, ditto.
CLUB NIGHT Dinner at 6. $10 all taxes included.
Monday, March 25
An invitational exhibition of THE SOCIETY OF
CANADIAN ARTISTS (including SCA President and
club artist George Sanders, Zora Buchanan, Jane
Champagne, Lila Irving, Lucie Simon and many others.)
Following CLUB NIGHT Dinner there will be a video
presentation of 70 works representative of Society
members across Canada.
Opening Reception, 5 p.m.
CLUB NIGHT Dinner at 6. $10 all taxes included.
See these events also listed under CLUB NIGHT.
Please reserve!
Sunday, MARCH 24 at noon
PAINTERS' SUNDAY BRUNCH
$7.50 all taxes included.
All club artists are invited to meet like-minded members,
exchange ideas and make suggestions for future club
art activities. If you are coming for brunch please
reserve with Molly. Otherwise. please feel free to drop in
for complimentary coffee and conversation.
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Painters' Open
Great Hall
Studio, 10-3.30 rented,
Writers' Group,
evening
noon, L. Warmski
LAMPSLETTER
deadline, 1 p.m.
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Choir, 4 p.m.

Literary Table,
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J. Austen
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Move, noon,
G. Setterfield
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Avanti Trio
Play Reading,

Painters'
Open Studio,
10-3.30

OAC

6:30
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15
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Festival of
Strings #3
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Open Studio,
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Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly
NOTE PROGRAMME CHANGE:
Literary Table Feb. 27
Allan Wargon: "From Film to Literature"
FEBRUARY REMINDERS:
LAMPSWeek: Feb. 19-23
Feb. 26:
"Something Terrific"
Feb. 27:
Lit. Table: R: Bryden

ILAMPSLETTER DEADLINE:

1 p.m. Friday, March 1.

APRIL PREVIEW:
Thu., April 4:

Music Table:
Festival of Strings #4
Fri., April 12:
Writers' Group: Prof. Vivian
Rakoff on Psychiatric Issues
Mon., April 15: ART COMMITTEE SHOW
Items received later will be held for the next issue.
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The

President's
Remarks
Congratulations to
Barbara Allen. The
LAMPSweek
"v'
festivities were, once
again, extraordinarily
j
successful. All five
events were truly
memorable.
The special committee on the archives,
established in November, 1995, has
presented its final report to the executive. It
recommended that the materials be divided
into those which are "historic" and of
general interest, and those which are
"current" or of purely club interest; and that
the former should be placed in the custody,
under certain conditions, of an appropriate
* professional archivist. The club itself
would retain the ownership of all archival
material. The committee was further
successful in arranging that the University
of Toronto be that custodian. Accordingly,
the executive agreed to enter into an
agreement with the University under which
the club's historic archival materials would
be rescued from further deterioration as
well as being made available to legitimate
users. At the same time the club's proud
ownership of the documents of its history
will continue. This seems like a perfect
solution to a difficult problem. We are very
much in debt to Ernest Sirluck and his
committee.
I attended the special luncheon at the
club on February 29 when Joan Chalmers
was awarded the Montblanc de la Culture
Award. It was a very inspiring sight to see
our great hall filled with so many people
who are involved in the Toronto arts scene.
Mayor Barbara Hall, Canada Council chair
Donna Scott, and club members, Anne
Mirvish, Louis Applebaum, Arthur
*Gelber
and Herbert Whittaker were in
attendance. I couldn't help thinking what a
club we would be if everyone there was a
club member. We're working on it!!
.
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MEMBERS' DINNER
Wednesday March 20, 1996

CRISIS OR OPPORTUNITY?
AN OPEN FORUM ON
"CUTS TO THE ARTS: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE ARTS AND LETTERS
CLUB TO BUILD A NEW ARTISTIC COMMUNITY"
Since the war, the arts in Toronto have increasingly depended on government as
their patron. Arts and government have become synonymous.
This dependency is being broken and there is a crisis in the artistic life of our
city.
The reaction of the cultural community has been to isolate itself as each Gallery,
Theatre Group or Orchestra individually attempts to survive by making claim to the
diminishing pool of traditional government and charitable support. If we continue to
splinter and act alone there is a risk that Toronto's artistic community will fail.
How can we help to create a community of the arts in Toronto?
How do we create a self-sustaining community of creative people? How can we
help ourselves? How can we fill the leadership vacuum? What institution can act as
the centre of a network for all the arts? Is there already an institution that
represents all the arts that could take up this opportunity?
Is the Arts and Letters Club this institution? Can the club take the first step to cocreate such a community? Can we offer the artistic community of Toronto a place
where the community can come together and support itself? Can we provide a place
where those in the arts can support each other? Can we provide a safe place where
the different artistic institutions can meet to help each other rather than seeing each
other as competitors?
By taking on this role, can the club solve its own issues of purpose, funding and
membership? Can we as members find a greater purpose for ourselves and provide
our children and grandchildren with the artistic foundation that all societies require
for their survival?
Is this a crisis or is it our opportunity to step outside our own lives and make
a contribution to our wider community?
At our Members' Dinner, on March 20, we'll discuss these issues. Please join us.
Moderator Robert Paterson is an innovative thinker and organizational architect
with his own consulting practice advising governments and institutions on concepts
of the organization moving from control to order; on intellectual capital; and on
generative growth.

SPECIAL SAME-NIGHT EVENT
FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY

Pre-dinner Reception in the Board Room. Introduction of New Members
Bar opens 5 p.m. DINNER at 7
Price $15, all taxes included
PLEASE RESERVE WITH MOLLY

Membership:

Who's New

Manuel J. Almudevar (member)
(416) 966-4141
Businessman, computer software
designer and animator, joins us to
explore the right side of his brain.
Interested in music composition, poetry
writing, drawing, photography. Proposer:
Margaret McBurney.
Dorothy Parker (professional)
(416) 921-3963
(Emeritus) Professor of English, Victoria
College, U. of T. and art student,
interested in oil painting, opera and, like
others in the club, a reader for the blind.
Proposer: T.E. Hull
Reginald Brian Parker (professional)
(416) 921-3963
(Emeritus) Professor of English and
Drama, Trinity College, U. of T., and an
actor and cartoonist. Proposer: T.E. Hull
Graeme Page (professional)
(416) 690-0518
Founding member of Canadian Brass
and arts management consultant.
Interested in the music and social
activities at the club. Proposer: Graeme
D. McDonald

MUSIC REVIEWS
Three senior students from the Royal
Conservatory of Music performed at the
Music Table on February 1. Obadiah
Ariss brought energy to his performances
of Beethoven's piano sonata Opus 31
No. 2 and Bartok's Sonatine,both of
which make use of unusual dynamic
shifts, and in Bartok's case, humorous
games. Cellist Vernon Regehr gave a
youthful and serious reading of Bach's
unaccompanied Suite No. 4. Brett
Kingsbury was outstanding in his
performance of Chopin's Barcarolle,
Opus no. 60, mastering the complex
harmonies and very rich colouring of this
very unChopin-like music.
Club Night, February 5, brought to us a
clarinet trio with Maria Gacesca on
clarinet, Elissa Lee, violin and Gregory
Oh, piano. These three students, already
professional, tackled the demanding trio
sonata of Darius Milhaud and Bela
2

Bartok's Contrastswith skill and grace.
Especially dazzling was Maria Gacesca
playing the clarinet part written for
Benny Goodman.
At Club Night, February 12, in
conjunction with the Hornyanski art
show opening, David Jones, student of
William Aide, presented a piano recital
featuring Bach, Scarlatti, Chopin and
Ravel. He played each piece with
understanding and delicacy.
The Cambrian Trio returned to the club
at the Music Table, February 15, with a
program including Mozart and Brahms
trios for piano, violin and cello. This
celebrated trio, Nancy Antonacci, Mary
Evans and Agnes Roberts again played
beautifully, as we have come to expect.
E.K. and J.B.L.
A stunning concert performance of
Donizetti's charming and lyrical L'Elisir
d'Amore was given by singers of the
Phantom of the Opera cast on February
19, the opening attraction of
LAMPSweek. From narrator Peter
Barnes' opening words, teased along by
some keyboard interpolations from
member David Smith, we knew that the
evening would be special indeed. And so
it was. Barnes, a singer in his own right,
led the audience through the love plotthe thwarted tenor-lover (Tim Stiff) takes
an elixir to help him win the hand of the
beautiful but unwilling soprano (Jill
Diane Filion)--right up to the inevitable
happy ending.
It is one of the best bel canto operas
of the early 19th century. The capacity
audience loved everything it heard. The
singing was superb and tenor
Nemorino's famous aria, "Una furtiva
lagrima," as expected, brought down the
house. Would that this fine troupe sing
for us again next year. But, judging from
club response, we should have to present
them for two nights instead of one.
Ezra Schabas

Headline of the year
75 years ago, seven men, armed only
with paint brushes, capturedan entire
country. (Above the famous picture of
the Group of Seven at the club in a
Globe and Mail advertisement for the
AGO OH! CanadaProject)

SALUT!
to

Salute to Canada
by Kate Railer, Stage Critic
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High-spirited hi-jinks aptly describes
Salute to Canada, the ultimate event of a
highly-successful 1996 LAMPSweek
(thanks Barbara Allen)!
Comedy was front and centre with
John Lytle and Malcolm Sinclair as
intrepid voyageurs paddling through our
hysterical past. And who will ever forget
Monty Larkin's limericks or Peter
Hart's rendition of Gary Lauten's
hockey schtick?
Tragedy arrived on the scene with
Monty Larkin's reading from John
Coulter's Riel.
And with their terrific tiptoe through
the tulips Terpischore, the amazing new
dance team of Betty Trott and John
Wimbs brought down the house with
Fred and Ginger.
Literature was also well served with
Lyman Henderson's The Scotch, by
John Kenneth Galbraith, readings from
Robert Service by John Rammell and
Julian Mulock, and by John McKellar
(was he coached by son Don?) reciting a
convincing Al Purdy.
And music! Well, what can we say?
The A & L club choir, under the able
direction of Roger Hobbs had everyone
on their feet with its rendition of God
Save the King. Don Pounsett and
Martha Spence broke many crystal
goblets with their Jeanette
MacDonald/Nelson Eddy Indian Love
Call, and Tanya D'Anger sang a sexy
Bonne Entente.
Congratulations to everyone in the
cast of thousands, including many
newcomers. Congratulations to the
Theatre committee. It was a blast!

Calling all photographers
The Photography group will have its first
meeting (organizational) on March 27 at
the club. We will meet during lunch in
the LAMPS room. Anyone who is
interested in being a part of this exciting
group, please call Elizabeth Siegfried at
(416) 538-9585.

COSTUMES COSTUMES COSTUMES
Where are they?
*

While we are flattered that people find our costumes worthy of
use, and we presume they fully intended to return them, we do
get a little steamed when club members appearing in club events
cannot be dressed because the appropriate costume is missing!
Here is a partial list of items we would dearly love to see again:
1: Red satin Renaissance dress with Juliet cap headdress.
Bodice is overlaid with ribbon or lace.
2: Bright magenta mediaeval dress and snood-type headdress.
This is trimmed with gold sequins.
3: Tobacco-coloured 18th century waistcoat made of
brocade. The Alumni Theatre was kind enough to lend this
to us and it is their property.
4: Mediaeval jester hood made of blue and red shiny spandex
and trimmed with gold braid. This is part of the costume
traditionally worn by the jester at the Boar's Head Dinner.
5: Blue Jay costume-blue poncho with black and white
"feathers" (cotton fabric). The hood is trimmed with black
and white fake fur.
6: Dark red very full Greek/Roman/Biblical gown with
matching underdress. "Classical" drape across front and
over one shoulder is trimmed with gold ribbon with black
Greek key motif.
7: Mustard-coloured polyester crepe 1920's short dress with
flared skirt. The long bodice is trimmed with appliqued
brown, purple and gold print fabric. The dress has long
sleeves.
In future, please contact Di Hore, 921-5950, or Bob Gerrard, if
you wish to borrow something from the club Wardrobe.

Obituary: Laure Ribse
Club members were saddened to hear of Professor Rinse's death
on March 27. There is no need to record here her many
achievements which have been well described in the Toronto
papers. At the club we will miss her cheerful spirit and ready wit.
(She was a don in the residence at Victoria College when I was
in residence there many years ago. I was not one of her legion of
students, but over the years she always recognized me as a Vic
grad and greeted me whenever our paths crossed. She was truly
amazing,. ed.)

Attention Writers!
*

Kati Rekai, co-chair of the external affairs committee of the
Writers' Union of Canada, is asking for donations of your works
for the 13th Canadian Book Exhibition to be held this year in
June at Lanzhou University, China. After the closing of the
exhibition, the works remain in the library of the university.
Previous exhibitions have been held in Budapest, Bucharest,
Galatz, Prague, Berlin, Riga, Tokyo, Athens, Belfast, New York,
Kiev, Ljubljana. Contact Kati at 597-0223 if you wish to donate.

ACCENT ON YOUTH
On March 28, the Rheostatics launched their CD of original
music inspired by the art of the Group of Seven, and the Great
Hall was the scene as 100-plus young people gathered to mark
the event and hear the pop group play selections from the
compact disc. It was a lively evening. Some few club members
who attended enjoyed the unusual and listenable music,
produced on guitar, cello, double bass, accordion, piano and
drums in various combinations, with muted vocals. What would
the Group of Seven have made of it all? Interestingly, the
Rheostatics' souvenir T-shirts and the back cover of the CD
booklet quotes from the Group's 1921 exhibition catalogue: "We
have no group formula and are conscious of widely divergent
aims. We have as little desire to be revolutionary as to be oldfashioned."
G.H.

LIBRARY GIFT
The club library has received a gift copy of a Master of Arts
thesis for the Department of Art History, Queen's University, by
Karen Leslie Knutson, entitled: Absolute Escape From all that
Otherwise Made Toronto; Antimodernism at the Arts and Letters
Club, 1908-1920.

WHO'S ARBUNCKLE?
In its April 1996 issue, the Literary Review of Canadapublished
reviews of The Group of Seven: Art for a Nation by Charles Hill,
and The Group of Seven: Why not eight or nine or ten? by
Fergus Cronin, JackA. Carrand Franklin "Archie" Arbunckle.
The lengthy article by Maria Tippett discussed Hill's book in
excruciating detail, while our modest but elegant publication
warranted ONE sentence (albeit complimentary .. "Indeed I got
more sense of how individual members of the Group interacted
with one another from the slim volume The Group of Seven: Why
not.. "). Herewith my reply to the editor of the LRC:

Most authors really want to see
Their book reviewed with honesty
But praise, of course is always welcome
And even bad reviews will sell some
Books. So when I saw a crisp headline
That heralded Why not eight or nine?
I thought: "At last--our dream's come true;
We've been noticed by the Lit. Review
of Canada.But no, 'twas not to be
Two thousand words, but only two or three
For us. Why couldn't your Maria Tippett
Ignore Charles Hill-he'll likely rip it
Up. "Oh well," thought I, "One ray of light
At least they spelled our names all right."
But no-you've got me saying "uncle"
Our guy is not "Archie" Arbunckle!
You managed Carr, and Cronin too
Our thanks for that go out to you
As for "Archie"-we think he'll chuckle
He knows his name should read Arbuckle.
Margaret McBurney
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Members' News
Rod Carruthers, in company with Carol
McGirr, will perform an evening of
storytelling at St. Andrew's United
Church, Saturday, April 27 at 8 p.m. It is
a story of intrigue, romance, murder,
mystery and magic-the mediaeval
Lincolnshire romance, Havelock the
Dane. Call Rod at 351-8603 for
information and tickets.
Rudolf Stussi is looking for financial
support for the publication, by a major
publishing house, of a coffee-table book
on his work, written by noted Canadian
art writer, Paul Duval. Any such support
would be accredited in the book. Please
contact Rudy at 694-2368 with any
suggestions.
Founder and Artistic Director Ruth
Morawetz has announced her retirement
from Classical Cabaret. The Board of
Directors will hold a gala party on May 9
to celebrate her 16 years of dedication.
For tickets call 925-0824.
Mary-Jane Large has been elected to
represent Canada on the Board of
Directors of the International
Association of Homes and Services for
the Aging. It is a global organization
developed to provide a forum for
exchange of information on aging issues,
professional exchange of ideas and skills
and a perspective on the needs of seniors
and ways of enhancing their dignity, care
and independence. Congratulations!
Among the 35 works stolen from Gallery
Louise Smith in February were some by
club artist Margaret Ludwig.
Zora Buchanan will be exhibiting her
new paintings in a three person show
with Pauline Holancin and Joyce Kellock
at the McLaren-Barnes Gallery, 133
Reynolds St., Oakville. (905) 849-7702.
Opening reception, Sunday, April 14.
Show continues to April 27.
A selection of paintings and prints by
Kay Murray-Weber will be on view at
the Peartree Restaurant, 507 Parliament
St. 962-8190, from April 15 to June 15.
(Beside the Danny Grossman Dance
Theatre)
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Tsk! Tsk! Zora Buchanan erred! The
Bloomin' Art show at the Baux-Xi
Gallery should have read: Opening:
Saturday, April 20. Club members will
be warmly welcomed at the opening
reception from 2-4 p.m. Show continues
to May 9. 340 Dundas St. 977-0600.

University of Toronto Chamber
Orchestra. Jacques Israelievitch's
conducting is taut and intense. Mozart's
40th Symphony was performed with
remarkable understanding, energy and ·
control and even more remarkable was
Bartok's Divertimentofor Strings with
its tragic overtones. David Zafer's group
reflected his own extroverted style. In a
Schubert Rondo Pandoni Mecero shone
in the violin solo. Four soloists
performed in Haydn's Sinfonia
Concertante. Particularly outstanding
was Julia Lockhart's bassoon playing.

PENTAD, a group of five women artists
will be having an exhibition at the club
on May 3, 4, 5. Elizabeth Siegfried is a
photographic artist working in the
historical process of platinum. A. Jane
Gray works in oils, Janet Stahle-Fraser is
a printmaker, Brenda Wainman Goulet is
a sculptor and Kate Santos uses wax
painting with an ink resist. The opening
is on Friday, May 3 from 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. All club members are invited to
attend.

A different style of strings delighted the
Monday Club Night, March 18 when
Frederick Burke and Aaron Brock,
students at the Royal Conservatory,
brought in guitars. They joined together
in Renaissance lute music and Bach
inventions and each played solos.

Rudolf Stussi will be showing some
recent watercolours together with works
by fellow watercolourists Clive Powsey
and Michael Dobson at the Hunter West
Gallery, 131 Hunter St. W. in
Peterborough, (705) 876-9623, from
May 5 to June 1, opening Sunday May 5.

The jazz afficionados had a happy hour
Thursday, March 28, with a jazz group
from the Royal Conservatory. Charles on
piano, Peter on double bass and Philip on
drums worked up a storm through works
by Miles Davis, Basie, Ellington,
Rogers, Gershwin and ending with a
surprising rendition of Mac the Knife.

Gerald Sevier, R.C.A., will be having a
one-man show at the Canadian Heritage
Gallery in Kleinburg, opening Friday,
May 24 and continuing to June 8.

Club Night, April 1, brought us Three
Sopranos in Concert from the studio of
Lorna MacDonald, Faculty of Music:
Alexandra Lennox, Alexandra Tait, and
Michelle Neville. The accompanist was
Chien Chou. They gave us a wonderful
program from Brahms, Schubert,
Schumann, Mendelssohn through
Rossini, Puccini, Debussy to Quilter and
Hoiby.

The paintings of Owen Staples will be
featured in a retrospective show at the
Market Gallery, St. Lawrence Market
South, 2nd floor, 94 Front St. E. at
Jarvis, 392-7604, June 22-October 13.

Music Reviews
March was a banner month for music at
the club. The Avanti trio made their
debut Thursday, March 7. Recent
graduates from the Indiana University
and the Julliard School, Sonia Jun,
violin, Orly Bitou, cello, and Sorim O,
piano, played Beethoven's Piano Trio in
Eflat, and Brahm's Piano Trio in C. One
can only say that the playing was superb.
We can thank one of Sorim O's teachers,
Patricia Parr, who was in attendance, for
introducing this trio to the club.
The Festival of Strings continued: on
March 14, Jacques Israelievitch led the
Royal Conservatory orchestra; on March
21, David Zafer returned with the

These gifted students will all have
professional careers. Remember you
heard them first at the Arts and Letters
Club!
E.K. and J.B.L.

Talent night postponed
The proposed Talent Night of May 13
will be postponed as many of those who
might take part performed during
LAMPSweek and/or are participating in
the Spring show. We will try again as it
seems like a good idea, especially for
new members.
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John Hore

People of the Club

*

John Snell has been heading in two
directions ever since Grade Five when he
won first prize in a hobby show for a
piece of plasticine sculpture. Now he is
an acknowledged painter with three oneman shows behind him, as well as being
a "PPM"--professional project
manager--for a prominent architectural
firm.
John could not resist painting after
selling his first canvas 20 years ago at
the club. The sale was all the sweeter
since there were only two others, by

Alan Collier and York Wilson. And
he's still working both sides of the road.
He studied architecture at the U. of T.,
then in 1960 he and his wife, Jennifer,
spent six years working and travelling in
Europe. He studied at the Regent St.
Polytechnic in London for four years
before heading home, where he joined
Moriyama & Teshima, since '69 as
principal and construction
administrator--which is handy, because
Jennifer is also an administrator at the
Royal Academy of Dance.
His first responsibility was the
Ontario Science Centre. His most recent
involvements include the Guelph
Performing Arts Centre, the Bata Shoe
Museum, a casino for the Rama Indian
Reserve, and the Seneca College
communications building at York
University. John is especially excited
about the casino because "The whole
facade of the building will be decorated
with native art, and that's really the
prime design."
After being the club's curator for 18
years, John makes an ideal art director.
Including the 10 years he directed the
Spring Revue, ("It was like designing a
building with no rain to worry about!")
the volunteer hours he has spent at these
jobs would be unbelievable. No wonder
he sees the club as, ideally, "a place for
conversation."
"I have a very soft, warm spot for the

club," he says. "It's meant a lot to me
and I've got an awful lot more out of it
than I have given."
John would like to see the cost of
joining the club changed so that younger
people-like his own son, David, also an
architect with Moriyama--could afford
it. (The Snells have another son, Peter,
articling in law in Vancouver.) And if he
had another wish, he would want to see a
more complete club collection. "Maybe
members could donate paintings to fill in
the gaps," he suggests. "We don't have a
good J.E.H. MacDonald or a good
Lismer."
Although no loger on the executive,
John is kept busy arranging special
events, such as 80th birthday parties for
Al Collier and Archie Arbuckle, and
the centennial shows in honour of
Nicholas Hornyansky and Frank
Johnston.
In his showplace home on the
outskirts of Rosedale, John's walls are
heavy with art, including many of his
own sketches "that tend to be
architectural." He also has a whole
bookcase of books on Canadian art. And
lest life become monotonous, John and
Jennifer, who both love to cook, have
three 16-foot shelves of cook books.
"They probably show a creative
tendency which I combine with my love
for good wine."
Fergus Cronin
Fergus Cronin

The Off Centre Music Series

O

After a sold out first season, the Off
Centre Music Series is moving to the
Arts and Letters Club. The series, "a
revival of the salon tradition," features
internationally acclaimed artists as well
as artists of the future, selected from the
winners of the Canadian Music
Competition. At the close of each
performance, authentic Viennese and
Parisian style pastries are served. The
next concert takes place May 26 at 2.30
p.m. Tickets are $15. For more
information call 466-6323.

PHOTOGRAPHY COMMITTEE
up and running
The photography committee had its first
meeting Wednesday, March 27. It was a
great success with 11 people present.
Discussion revolved around ideas for
guest speakers, photo excursions and
potential exhibitions. The committee
promises to be lively and educational.
The next meeting will be Wednesday,
April 24, at noon. Subsequent meetings
will fall on the last Wednesday of each
month. If anyone would like to join,
please call Elizabeth Siegfried at
538-9585.

ULSTER ARTS CLUB AFFILIATION
The Arts and Letters Club, through the
efforts of Ken Purvis, now has a
reciprocal attachment with the Ulster
Arts Club in Belfast. In the university
area, they have "monthly exhibitions, life
drawing, portraiture, master classes, play
reading, theatrical productions, rehearsal
space, writers' group, songwriters'
group, poetry workshops, language
classes, Irish, Spanish, French, and a
comfortable private bar." Ken found it a
pleasant and welcoming atmosphere.
Unfortunately they do not have overnight
accommodation but they are close to
good B & B's.
5

SMILE at the CLUB
with TOM and DINAH
Thursday MIay 16
The music-and-comedy team of Tom Kneebone
and Dinah Christie come to the club to introduce
the Smile Theatre
the SmileCompany,
Company,
Theatre their
their theatrical
theatrical
enterprise of legendary reputation. They will
perform highlights from past Smile shows, then a
complete performance of their latest production,
Lilacs in the Snow, starring Mary McCandless.
Smile, a professional theatre company, develops
and produces original shows for live
and produces original shows for live
performances at retirement homes, hospitals and
seniors' centres. While entertaining the older
generation, Smile provides young theatre
professionals with invaluable experience.
Lilacs in the Snow tells the story of Grand
Duchess Olga, favourite sister of the Tsar
Duchess Olga, favourite sister of the Tsar
Nicholas II, who grew up in a 900-room palace,
with 11,000 servants, escaped the Russian
revolution and ended up in Canada. For many
years she lived in Cooksville, and she died in
obscurity in rooms above a barber shop on
Gerrard Street. It is a play about courage and the
dignity of the human spirit; Olga's philosophy"I always laugh, for if I start crying I will never
stop."
Support the Smile project!
Book early with Molly for a memorable
evening of Canadian theatre!
Bar opens at 6 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m.
Curtain 8 p.m.
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Monday, May 6: MOZART'S THE MAGIC FLUTE
This magical, mystical opera, will be presented in
concert by the Royal Conservatory's professional Opera
ensemble. Directed by Brahm Goldhamer and produced
by Roxolana Roslak, it will be sung in German, with
English dialogue. In the role of Pamina is Denise
Williams, who is featured at our Music Table on
Thursday, May 30. On the heels of the very successful
L'Elisir d'Amore during LAMPSweek, this operatic event

will draw a large audience, so book early.

Monday, May 13:
THE WORLD OF CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOKS
Tuesday, May 21: (Monday is a holiday)
Ron Bolt art exhibition opening, and a walk-about with
the artist. Drawings, prints and paintings, from the '70s
to the '90s. In the artist's words, "This exhibition will
primarily focus on my fascination with the sea coast, a
location firmly rooted in the 'northern romantic' tradition."
Monday, May 27: Guitarist, David Lindsay, playing
his own compositions

6
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In David's music, the landscape is an important point of
reference and source of inspiration. He recently
released a CD on the Solitudes label, and his current
release, Wings of Dawn, features solo acoustic guitar
and guitar with ensemble (oboe, piano and violin).

I
Friday, May 3, noon, LAMPSroom:
Plots
Round table discussion
How many basic plots are there, and what are they?
"Frankenstein and My Fair Lady are really the same
story." (William Holden) "There are 32 ways to write a
story and I've used every one, but there is only one
plot." (Jim Thompson) What do you think?

May LAMPSletter deadline: 1 p.m. Friday, May 3
(includes items for June calendar).
Items received later will be held for next issue.

Dinner and show $45

,
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Editor:

Pat Stewart

Copy editor:

Gladys Houck

What's On editor:

Gladys Houck
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Fri., APRIL 12-Sunday, APRIL 14:
Outdoor Weekend for Painters, Spouses and Friends.
A Spring tradition continues. At the Best Western
(formerly the Highway Inn) in Collingwood. So come
and paint and/or relax in a setting that heralds the
buds of May. If you can contribute to entertainment
for Friday and Saturday evenings, slides or art films,
for instance, or if you need further information, call
Jack Carr at (416) 444-6517. And make sure you
arrive Friday at or before 5 p.m. for the "Happy Hour"
in the hotel's Georgian Room.
Mon., APRIL 15: WOMEN ARTISTS IN THE 30s AND 40s
See this selected exhibition on Club Night, also
featuring renowned Russian pianist Alexander Kats.
Sun., APRIL 28: ART EXHIBITION OPENING, 1-4 p.m.
Figurative drawings and paintings by Sandra
Henderson and Jim LePage. Refreshments.
L'~
liii.
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Can Labour Help the Arts ... and Vice Versa?
Wednesday, APRIL 17, noon for 12.30 start
Buffet lunch, $10 inc. taxes
SPEAKER: Ken Signoretti, Executive Vice-President
Ontario Federation of Labour
TOPIC: Collective Actions, Coalitions and the Arts
In this current climate of government cutbacks, the
speaker contends, arts organizations must enlist the
support not only of business but of labour to maintain
stability, financial and otherwise. His premise: Labour
and the arts have mutual goals and concerns as society
approaches the millennium.
Call Molly ... Book early!

Friday, APRIL 12, noon, LAMPSroom:
PROFESSOR VIVIAN M. RAKOFF
Professor of psychiatry at the Clarke Institute speaks
on psychiatric issues for writers: Rejection, despair,
burnout, lack of recognition, etc. Professor Rakoff is
an international authority on depression, which seems
to abound in today's society, and is a noted author on
subjects of mental health.
(Note: the group is meeting this month on the second
Friday, as the first falls on Good Friday this year.)
Friday, MAY 3: PLOTS Round-table discussion:
How many basic plots are there and what are they?
"Frankensteinand My Fair Lady are really the same
story" (William Holden), and "There are 32 ways to write
a story, and I've used every one, but there is only one
plot" (Jim Thompson). Come and tell us what you think.

5 1 ~~~
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Tuesday, APRIL 2: CANADA IN POETRY
A round table reading conducted by Susan loannou;
participants asked to read aloud one poem revealing
to us something about our country.
Tuesday, APRIL 9:
READINGS FROM CLASSICAL AUTHORS
Short readings from the classics by three Literary
table members with "golden voices."
Tuesday, APRIL 16: EDWARD LEAR
Globe and Mail art critic emeritus Kay Kritzwiser
discusses Lear, encouraging other members to read
aloud some favourite pieces.
Tuesday, APRIL 23: RACHE LOVAT DICKSON
His Writing and Publishing Careers
Several contemporaries of one of the founders of the
Literary Table will review his contributions in both
areas.
Tuesday, APRIL 30: GREAT HALL
THE EDITOR REGRETS:
The Importance of Being Rejected
Author of The Danger Tree, David Macfarlane. will
share his thoughts on receipt of publisher's rejection
slips. (note: this event will be held in the Great Hall.)

Ikll~~ilWr~
Buffet lunch $10 inc. taxes
Thursday, APRIL 4: FESTIVAL OF STRINGSCONCERT NO. 4
More beautiful music (quartets, trios, etc.) by more
Senior String Ensembles from the Royal
Conservatory of Music.
Thursday, APRIL 11: GREGORIAN CHANT EXPLAINED
Organist and choirmaster Giles Bryant of St. James
Cathedral will delve into the mysteries of Gregorian
Chant, with vocal assistance from members of his
Cathedral choir.
Thursday, APRIL 18: WINNERS OF THE CANADIAN
MUSIC COMPETITION
Young exceptionally gifted Canadian musicians will
demonstrate their award-winning styles. This unique
competition, the only one of its magnitude in the world
(outside the former Soviet Union), is sponsored by the
Canadian Music Competition, Inc. (CMC), its basic
objectives to discover and promote talented young
Canadians in the music field, and to prepare them to
meet the formidable of international competition and
professional careers. (Note: More winners of CMC
awards will perform at the Music Table of May 2)
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President's Remarks
Our Spring Revue, which has
•(

S,3"

been described as the second

running satirical revue
in North America, is coming
\'
I
up again but with only three
performances, April 24, 25,
~
and 26. I urge you to get your
tickets immediately if you
haven't already done so.
Enclosed is the official notice for our annual
general meeting May 22 where you will see
proposed by-law amendments permitting at least two
junior members and two non-resident members to
become full members of the executive. We want to
make sure that the club responds to the interests and
concerns of all members.
I was pleased to hear that beginning in 1977,
Queen's University Drama Department will be
Sconducting a biennial national playwriting
competition and play development workshop to be
held in the name of former member Herman
Voaden, who died in 1991.
Our reciprocal club, The Cliff Dwellers of
Chicago, will be moving this month from their
penthouse "Kiva" atop the Chicago Orchestra Hall
building, where they have been for some 87 years, to
the penthouse of an adjoining building. They advised
us that they are marking the occasion by a sort of
Irish wake with music, singing, poetry, etc. and
invited us to send some appropriate form of
communication as a token of our reciprocity.
Accordingly, I was pleased to send them greetings,
accompanied by the following clever words from
Monty Larkin:
^
•.longest

P/y/

-

THEATRE PRESENTATION
Exclusive three-day visit, April 24-26

SPRING TO LIFE
and

Club Midway
Don't miss this carnival of characters:
Macbeth
Mr. Hat
William & Jacques
Ginger and Fred
Elvis (lives!)
Music, Magic, and more!
Midway opens 6 p.m.
Show starts
Light refreshments 10 p.m.
$14 per person ($15 at the door)
Seating limited! Book NOW!

For Reservations call Jeannie Hersenhoren 922-8090

To: The Cliff Dwellers
Word has Come to our Club, 'cross the Lake
That you're Planning to Hold a grand Wake
Have a Great time you fellers
Chicago's Cliff Dwellers
We'll be Watching for Signs of Earthquake!
It is Not just because of spring Fev'ah
We say Cheers for your Spanking new Kiva
From Toronto we Greet you
Until Next time we Meet you
To our Cousins in Arts, we cry Viva!
John McKellar

8 p.m.

_

Club Midway
It's not too late to participate!
Small works valued at $100 and under are welcomed for the pre-show
midway in the Great Hall, 6 to 7.45 p.m., April 24, 25, 26. This includes
drawings, photographs, paintings, posters, note paper, small sculptures,
prints, folk art, all manner of crafts, jams, jellies... and white elephant
donations.
Pricing to be done by the artist, of which 20% goes to the club.
Art Committee Receipts available at the bar. Cash sales preferred.
Drop off timeFriday, April 19, 12 noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 20, 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

Membership: Who's New

SPRING TO LIFE

John K. Caldwell (member) (416) 464-0462
Chartered accountant who is interested in joining the literary
table and in music. Proposer: Bill Buchanan
Gerald F. Levenston (member) (416) 922-9562
Retired from the precious stone business. Interested in literature
particularly, as well as the arts in general. Proposer: Ann
Rothery
Kurt Levy (non-resident) (519) 797-2641
Professor emeritus, Spanish and Portuguese, University of
Toronto, expert on Latin American literature. Proposer: Jane
Champagne
Paul David McKerry (member) (416) 425-3875
High School English teacher and poet. Interested in joining the
writers' group. Proposer: Donald Sutherland
Thomas Duggan Melhuish (member) (705) 756-1162
Retired management consultant active in the arts in Winnipeg
and Toronto. Principal interest is in writing. Proposer: Zora
Buchanan
Betty Oliphant (professional) (416) 925-5392
Founder of the National Ballet School, interested in literature,
music, dance. Proposer: Rod Austin
Diana Pakkala (professional) (416) 535-3997
Painter, pianist, poet, active in Amnesty International. Proposer:
Leon Katz
Brian F. Summers (junior) (416) 324-9806
Photographer and mountain bike enthusiast, interested in film,
architecture, sculpture and design. Proposer: David Ben

If you seek, for your spring delectation
A satirical view of the Nation
We would like you to know
We've not just a Spring Show
Spring to Life is our newest creation.
In April we blow into town
24, 5 and 6-write that down
Though some scripts we select
Aren't politically correct
All our artists have earned their renown.
See John Lytle and Malcolm Sinclair
Lisa Lambert will show us her flair
with Ginger and Fred
to paint the town red.
Book with Jeannie, the price is most fair.
Clements, Wimbs, Carr and Tanya D'anger
Hobbs and Prince, Julian Mulock at play
You'll be quite out of breath
At our six-minute Macbeth.
With such talent, we'll sweep you away.
We offer parody, satire and dance
Singers, players, some intrigue, romance
See the Rammells and Spences
Trott and Larkin may tempt us
While Jim Helik sends us off in a trance.
Get involved in our great club Midway
Our vendors and craft show display
Come laddie, come lass
Cheer our company first class
Spring to Life makes us all shout Hurrah!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN COZENS!
You are invited to attend a reception on the occasion of the 90th
birthday of John Cozens, April 27, 2 to 4 p.m. (Remarks at 3
p.m.) at All Souls' Anglican Church, 17 Clairtrell Ave.,
Willowdale (North-west of the Bayview-Sheppard East
intersection.) Best wishes only, please. Contact Mrs. Joyce
Bentham, 1-(905) 885-7047.

B.T./M.L.
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Boys inthe Attic
For the first three weeks of April, the third floor studio is
doubling as a rehearsal hall for a professional stage company,
Crow's Theatre, in preparation for its participation in the
duMaurier World Stage festival currently running at
Harbourfront until April 28. Their rehearsal times do not conflict
with the club's regular use of the studio.
To be presented April 23 to 27, at the Brigantine Room, York
Quay, High Life stars Brent Carver, Randy Hughson and Ron
White. Directed by Jim Millan, the play by Lee MacDougall is
described as "darkly humorous," the story of three ex-con drug
addicts planning the perfect bank robbery.
Stage manager for the production is Michael Wallace, son of
club members Reg and Ann Wallace.
For the run of the World Stage festival (14 productions over
18 days), the club has invited the visiting actors, directors and
producers from Europe, Africa, the U.S.A. and Latin America to
enjoy our club and its facilities during their Toronto stay. Please
make them welcome.
2
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PREPARE!
MEMBERS' JURIED
ART SHOW
JUNE 10-29
OPENING Mon., JUNE 10
**with entertainment**

works to be brought in Sat., June 8
no theme, just your best
more in next issue
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LAMPSweek Revisited
*

I would like to extend heartiest congratulations and thanks to the
many members whose dedication, creativity and enthusiasm
made LAMPSweek '96 so successful. Not only did we enrich
our minds and souls but the club's coffers as well, thanks to the
400 odd who attended. Special thanks to:
John Lawson, David Smith, and Ezra Schabas for the
outstanding opera L'Elisir d'Amore
Peter Webb and Ernest Sirluck for the Literary Table
with William Blissett
John Sullivan for architect Jerome Markson's celebration
of Toronto
Chris Adeney and Moya Gillett for introducing us to the
AGO's Maxwell Anderson
Betty Trott and Monty Larkin and all their theatrical
troupe, including behind-the-scenes "slaves," Violet
Thresher, Peter Garstang and Evelyn Yates
Michael Spence gets special mention for stage managing
the entire week Monday to Friday
The Choir under the direction of Roger Hobbs and Leslie
Hall
John McKellar for his presidential enthusiastic support
before and during the week
Bob Gerrard, Kim and all the staff for looking after us so
well and always with a smile

*

Barbara Allen, Chair of LAMPSweek '96

ANOTHER LAUNCH: RHEOSTATICS
THURSDAY, MARCH 28, AT THE CLUB
In November, the club launched its book, The Group of
Seven... Why not eight or nine or ten? Now, in March, we're
involved in a second press launch, this time for a CD inspired by
the art of the Group, an original compact disc by the Canadian
pop group, Rheostatics, commissioned by the National Gallery
of Canada.
When this four-member musical combo performed in Ottawa
at the National Gallery's opening of the anniversary show, it was
the hit of the day. Critics love their music, too:
"Rheostaticsare fast becoming the darlings of the
Canlit crowd as well." (Maclean's)

0

"...the single most accomplished Canadian pop group
of the decade." (Toronto Star)
Arranged jointly by Paul Davies of Rheostatics, Jim Shedden
of the AGO's film and video program, and the club's Marketing
committee, the launch will be held on Thursday, March 28,
6-10 p.m. The venue: The Great Hall, where the group mingled
and engaged in table talk in the 20s and early 30s. Hors
d'oeuvres and a cash bar. We're all invited. See you there.
(Note: On March 29 and 30, Rheostatics will perform the new
work in public concerts at the AGO. The Group of Seven 75th
anniversary exhibition is currently in progress there until May 5.)

ARTS AND LETTERS AT HARBOURFRONT!
On Thursday, April 11, Harbourfront's

International World Theatre Festival
pays tribute to our own

Herbert Whittaker
in an evening hosted by

Christopher Plummer
Club members have been offered tickets at a 25%
discount for this special event,
which will follow the world premiere of

DEAD SOULS
by Quebec's

Carbone 14
Directed by Gilles Mahue
"Carbone 14 practices a cutting-edge art form that
blurs the lines between dance, film and theatre."
Please reserve with Molly BEFORE MARCH 28.

I
WRITER'S GROUP

February report

Judging from the industrious note-taking at Peter Seller's
presentation on the writing of the short story, many submissions
are expected for consideration when the call goes out for The
Longship Review, no. 2. As the founding editor of the successful
Cold Blood anthology series and author of many published
stories, Peter has the voice of authority. The information-packed
seminar was both instructive and entertaining. The Writers'
Group on first Fridays is the place to be; first you learn the craft,
then you get discussed at the Literary Table!
David Skene-Melvin

Communicating!
The Communications committee has a suggestion for getting
your message out to club members (apart from putting it in the
LAMPSletter, that is). It is called "cross-pollination." For
example, if you are promoting a painting event, you announce it
at the Literary Table, the Music Table, Club Night, Member's
Dinner, etc. Similarly, a literary event could be announced to the
Painting group, the Music table, Club night etc. This has been
done in a limited way, we realize, but it could be further
exploited.
3

Members inthe News
Rebecca Bragg, a journalist with the
Toronto Star, has been covering Justice
Horace Krever's inquiry into Canada's
blood distribution system for the past
year. She is presently on assignment in
Vancouver, Montreal and Halifax to
interview victims of this tragedy. Watch
for her comprehensive report in a future
issue of the paper.
Our Malcolm Sinclair (that's the Rev.
Malcolm Sinclair D.D., Senior Minister
at Metropolitan United Church) is an
Elvis fan. Really. So to celebrate the
25th anniversary of his ordination, and
his 50th birthday, Malcolm's wife,
Elspeth, gave him his best present evera trip to Graceland.The Sinclairs flew to
Nashville, travelled by bus to Graceland
(a rather ordinary house, not out of place
in North Toronto), through the Memorial
Gardens where the "King" is buried and
then to a nearby mall to see the Presley
cars and the Elvis Cafe (featuring his
favourite meatloaf). But the real
highlight of the trip for our favourite
song and dance minister, was the chance
to record his Elvis routine in Elvis's own
studio at Sun Records in Memphis!!! In
what was for him, undoubtedly, one of
life's most memorable moments,
Malcolm sang I Can't Help Falling in

Love With You. He has kindly agreed to
perform this number for us at a future
Club Night. Is the Arts and Letters Club
ready for this? We can hardly wait.
M. McB.
Our congratulations go to Margaret
McBurney, our ubiquitous Activities
chair, who is the recipient of the 1996
Allied Arts Award of the Ontario
Association of Architects. She was
nominated by past president Norman
McMurrich. This annual award, created
in 1988, honours "outstanding
achievement in any arts related to
architecture." The 1996 award
recognizes Margaret's work as an
architectural and social historian with
five books published by the University
of Toronto Press, along with numerous
magazine and newspaper articles. It also
honours her community work which

included coordinating the work of some
20 interior designers to transform an old
Victorian house into North America's
first free-standing AIDS hospice, Casey
4

House. The Allied Arts Award will be
presented to Margaret at a "Celebration
of Excellence" reception at OAA
headquarters on April 26.
As chairman of the Canada Council Task
Force on tax incentives for the arts,
President John McKellar was quoted in
both the Toronto Star and the Globe and
Mail recently when the task force
recommendations were made public. If
implemented, McKellar said that the
recommendations could result in
increased donations of tens of millions of
dollars to the arts. (Since then, the new
budget proposals have included the two
most important of the recommendations.
Congratulations, John!)
A letter to the Toronto Star by Hugh
Walker points out that when the
O'Keefe Centre was given to Metro by
the brewing company in 1966, William
Allen, Metro Chairman at the time,
promised that the name would never be
changed. This is in response to the
change to a new donor company's name,
Hummingbird.

ARTISTS:
Ann Meredith Barry has sent a notice
from a newspaper in Ireland discussing
the Land and Sea exhibition by
Newfoundland painters currently touring
Ireland. She helped to open the show in
Waterford.
Les Tibbles and Jane Champagne were
among 60 Canadian artists invited to
submit paintings to ForArt's Sake, an
exhibition and sale of Canadian art held
at Trinity College, March 6-10.
Father Goose Lishman continues to
attract public attention-the latest being
a delightful interview with Bill and
daughter Carmen in their "underground"
home by Mike McManus on TVO,
which included views of some of Bill' s
metal sculptures. Also, the Toronto Star
published a response by Bill to Joey
Slinger's review of his book, Father
Goose, pointing out that scientific papers
are being produced on his experiments
flying with geese and sandhill cranes.
The eventual object of all this is to
establish a secondary flock of migrating

whooping cranes in order to make sure
of their survival.
Bobbi Wagner's exhibition, Interrelations, of acrylic and mixed media

paintings runs from March 2 to April 13
at the Space Gallery, 401 Richmond St. W.
#110.

SPECIAL EVENT: PAINTERS'
SUNDAY BRUNCH

0

Sunday, March 24, noon. $7.50
All club artists are invited to take this
opportunity to meet like minded
members, exchange ideas and make
suggestions for future art activities in the
club. Please reserve with Molly if you
intend to have brunch or come for
complimentary coffee and conversation
at 1 p.m. (There will be no charge for the
conversation either)
On March 25, an invitational exhibition
opens at the club by the Society of
Canadian Artists. Participating artists
include current SCA president and club
artist George Sanders, also Zora
Buchanan, Jane Champagne, Lila
Irving, and Lucie Simon. Following
Club Night supper there will be a video
presentation of 70 works in a variety of
media representative of Society members
across Canada. Exhibition continues
until April 14.
Pat Fairhead at the Roberts Gallery:
New work from Crete, the Yorkshire
Moors, and Sissinghurst revisited, opens
Tuesday, April 9, 5 to 7.30 p.m. and runs
to April 20. Everyone welcome!
Club members and their friends are
cordially invited to the opening of
Retrospective 10, 10 years of
watercolours and acrylics by Jane
Champagne. The exhibition opens
Saturday, April 13, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Heliconian Hall, 35 Hazelton
Ave. (922-3618) and continues until
Friday, May 3.
Zora Buchanan and Hazel Harvey
have been invited to exhibit their
paintings in the invitational show,
Bloomin' Art at the Bau-Xi Gallery, 340
Dundas St. W. Opening reception
Saturday, April 21, 2 to 4 p.m.
Sandra Henderson and Jim LePage
invite everyone to the opening reception
of their exhibition of figurative drawings
and paintings at the club on Sunday,
·
April 28, from 1 to 4 p.m. Refreshments
will be served. The show runs to May 3.

People of the Club

photo by Jim Parr

*

One of the factors that has helped this
club survive and flourish for an
incredible 88 years is our good fortune in
attracting efficient, professional people,
willing to use their skills for our benefit.
Such a one is John McKellar, who adds
to his skill as a practitioner of business
law some 30 years experience in
promoting non-profit theatre in Toronto.
John, who will surrender his
presidency in May to Ezra Schabasanother professional, this time in
music--explains how he has been able to
run a tight ship in spite of what he calls
"the constraints of carrying on an active

legal practice, and being on the Canada
Council, and doing all those things that I
also want to do with the arts."
"I had to have a somewhat different
style (from that of previous presidents
who were retired). And my style was to
surround myself with the best people and
to delegate authority to them, and play a
consensus role, making sure everybody
was working together. And they knew
that I supported whatever they were
doing, but they had to do it. It could not
possibly be me."
His theatrical involvement began in
1965 as a director of the Crest Theatre.
For two years he was president of its
successor, Toronto Arts Productions, and
is now advisor to its present entity,
Canadian Stage company. Twenty-five
years ago he helped Bill Glassco
organize the Tarragon Theatre, of which
he is still a director. He was a producer
of Ken Ludwig's play, Sullivan and
Gilbert,the one before Ludwig's Crazy
for You which has just concluded its run
at the Royal Alex. Sullivan and Gilbert
was the first commercially-sponsored
play to be performed in the national
theatres of both Canada and the U.S.
Not surprisingly, after joining the club
in 1980, John became involved in the
production end of the Spring Revue for
"eight or nine years" and, wearing his
other hat, he was in position as counsel
on the club executive in 1986 to do the
legal work required to purchase our
building.

The purchase of St. George's Hall and
the expenditure of a million dollars to
renovate it, and the admission of women
members-all three facts, says John,
have acted as a catalyst so that "I think if
we added up the number of activities
going on in the last year, as opposed to
10 years ago, we would find that they
had just about tripled.
"You're never totally satisfied with
what you've done," he adds. "But I'm
very pleased with what's happened over
the last couple of years. We're on a
sound financial basis, Ezra will make a
fine president and I'm sure he'll have a
strong executive."
Still to come, he thinks, is a decision
by the club as to how much members
want to be involved in trying to influence
the state of the arts in Canada. "Debates
are lively events, and the club is at its
best when members can speak on
something they have a passion for, and
exchange ideas." Another event he looks
forward to is "to have a charity
incorporated that would enable members
who make gifts to the club to get
charitable receipts. And we should make
ourselves better known in the
community."
Anything else? "It would be nice to
have some pictures of women around on
our walls."
Fergus Cronin
[editor's note: Well, come on, we now
have a Photography committee, what are
we waiting for?]

the club with Lou Applebaum! He will
present a programme entitled A Musical
Mosaic of Judaism, a survey of Jewish
music through history and geography.
Ben, cantor and music director of
Temple Sinai, will explore both eastern
and western idioms in religious and
secular music. Recipient of many
awards, he is well known for his lecturerecitals at major centres and universities
throughout North America.

Pavarotti, Domingo and Carreras, eat
your hearts out!
Acclaimed songstress and prima donna
Mary Lou Fallis will present Selections
from the Sara Binks Song Book (text by
Paul Hiebert, music by John Greer) on a
date to be announced in September or
October. This incomparable comedienne
recently presented these songs in a
performance with the Toronto
Symphony which brought the house
down!

OF MUSIC TO COME
PREVIEWS
PREVIEWS OF MUSIC TO COME

On Club Night, May 7, in conjunction
with the Inner City Kids Art Show, we
will present a concert performance of
Mozart's incredibly beautiful opera, The
Magic Flute, with the Royal
Conservatory of Music Opera Ensemble,
Brahm Goldhamer, Director, sung in
German with dialogue in English.
Well known Canadian pianists and
producers of the Aldeburgh Connection
Concert Society recitals at Walter Hall
and the Glenn Gould Centre will perform
Spiano duets at a Music Table in May or
June. Watch for further announcement!
On Club Night, June 3, after last year's
triumph, Canadian composer, teacher
and musician Ben Steinburg returns to

On Club Night, June 17, we will present
Canada'sThree Tenors--extravaganza
with tenors Robert Dvrij, Andrea
Garafalo and Peter Martino. This popular
trio has been seen on City TV and have
performed at Canada's Wonderland as
part of the Superfestival Italiano.

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR
FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS!
John Lawson
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THEATRE PRESENTATION:
Exclusive 3 day visit in April,
Wednesday to Friday, 24-26
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SPRING TO LIFE

Monday, APRIL 1
From the studio of Lorna MacDonald, U. of T. Faculty
of Music, three sopranos in concert. Alexandra
Lennox, Alexandra Tait and Michelle Neville offer
songs by Schubert, Brahms, Puccini and more.

Don't miss this carnival of characters:
Macbeth,
Mr. Hat,
William & Jacques,
Ginger and Fred,
Elvis (lives!),
The Hopeless Dancers,
and music and magic!
CASTING NOW!

S

Buffet dinner $10 inc. taxes
Call Molly early!

Monday, APRIL 8
Herbert Whittaker says, "I want you to meet my
friend, June Callwood," one of Canada's national
treasures.

INTERESTED?

call Monty Larkin (925-0932)
or Betty Trott (422-0372)
and before the curtain rises, visit the

CLUB VENDORS' MIDWAY
6 p.m.

Featuring arts, crafts, white elephants, fish pond,
jams, jellies, novelties, eatables and potables. Do
you want to set up a booth, sell your wares, donate,
help organize? Call Monty or Betty.
(Club policy on sales will prevail.)
"HANDS-ON" GOVERNMENT!
Our PM keeps us less than spellbound
Recent headlines and pictures confound
He should tighten his grip
Keep a stiff upper lip
Try to wrestle real dragons to ground.
Monty Larkin

ERNEST SIRLUCK NIGHT
Take note of the date: Wednesday, May 29. That's the night
we'll be celebrating publication of the biography of one of the
club's most distinguished members, Ernest Sirluck. First
Generation:An Autobiography, will reflect the life and opinions
of the author, from his birth in a Manitoba Mennonite village,
through his field service with the Canadian Army in Europe to
his academic careers as professor of English at the University of
Chicago, graduate dean and vice-president of the University of
Toronto and president of the University of Manitoba.
Ernest was club president, 1990-92, and it was he who led the
decision to auction the Lawren Harris painting which made
possible the very successful renovation of the club building.
Ernest Sirluck Night promises to be a stimulating and most
happy evening! Watch for details in next month's LAMPSletter.
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Monday, APRIL 15
Renowned Russian pianist Alexander Kats, with
coloratura soprano Kinga Mitrowska in a program of
arias by Mozart, Richard Strauss, Donizetti and
others. Mr. Kats has performed widely with major
orchestras in Russia and Israel, and in recital there
and in Canada. Ms Mitrowska, from Montreal of
Polish heritage, has had a career in European opera
and more recently in recital, here and in New York.
A memorable Club Night, with a feast for the eyes as
well-the art committee's selected exhibition, Women
Artists in the 30s and 40s.
Monday, APRIL 22
Herbert Whittaker wants you to meet "my friend
Douglas Campbell," actor extraordinaire.
Monday, APRIL 29
Something more for music lovers! The Royal
Conservatory of Music Academy String Orchestra,
conducted by Rennie Regehr, Dean of the
Professional School at the Conservatory, in a
program including the Shostakovitch String Quartet
No. 8, arranged for string orchestra.
APRIL IS A RED LETTER MONTH OF CLUB NIGHTS!
LAMPSletter Deadline: 1 p.m., Thursday, April 4. Items
received later will be held for the next issue.

Editor:

Pat Stewart

Copy editor:
What's On editor:

Gladys Houck
Gladys Houck

The editor would like to thank retiring long-time copy editor
Jane Champagne for her most generous and ever efficient
help and advice. In her place, we now welcome the cheerful
expertise of Gladys Houck. Grateful thanks also to Barbara
Oliver and Pat Harvie for so ably editing the February issue and
making my absence possible.

S

Ill.,
p1.
Saturday, May 11:
PAINTING AND SKETCHING AT "DUNSCONE"
Bring your sketch pad, friends-some food and wine for
lunch-to Mary and Keith Percival's home in the
country, up Airport Road, north of Hockley Valley. Maps
are available at the club. Call Jack Carr: 444-6517.
Tuesday, May 21: OPENING RON BOLT EXHIBITION
(See notice under Club Nights)
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LOBBYING AND THE ARTS
Wednesday, May 1, noon for 12:30 start
Buffet lunch $10 inc. taxes
SPEAKER:
Don Gracey
C.G. Management & Communications, Inc.
Mr. Gracey's extensive experience in government and
corporate sectors has culminated in articles on aspects
of government and public policy in a number of
Canadian newspapers, including the Financial Post. He
has also been a guest commentator on CBC-TV's The
National, and CBC Radio's Commentary and As It
Happens. He believes that the arts in a civilized society
must be integral to everyday life, and must challenge
governments to give the arts a high priority. Come and
be challenged to action!
Call Molly! Book early!

r

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE!
MEMBERS AND GUESTS DINNER
Wednesday, May 29
ERNEST SIRLUCK NIGHT
This special event celebrates the publication of the
autobiography of one of the club's most distinguished
members. Titled: First Generation: an Autobiography,
Ernest's book reflects his life from birth in a Manitoba
Mennonite village through field service with the
Canadian army in Europe to his academic career as
professor of English in the U.S. and Canada.
Enjoy a stimulating evening with an outstanding man, a
former club president (1990-92).
Bar opens at 5 p.m.
Dinner at 7p.m. $15 per person
Please reserve with Molly

Thursday, May 2:
MORE CANADIAN MUSIC COMPETITION WINNERS
Pianists Moulan Chang and Vanessa Hsu, violinist
Eugene Nakamura, singer Glennys Radcliffe, and cellist
Rachel Mercer.
Thursday, May 9:
BATTLE OF THE FOUR HANDS, No. 1
One piano, four hands belonging to David Smith and
Douglas Schalin, playing Schubert and Mozart. Smith
appeared during LAMPSweek accompanying L'Elisir
d'Amore and Schalin is the assistant organist at Grace
Church-on-the-Hill.
Thursday, May 23:
BATTLE OF THE FOUR HANDS, No. 2
Stephen Rails and Bruce Ubukata are today's dual
pianists, playing Schubert, Faure and Ravel.These wellknown musicians and co-founders of the Aldeburgh
Connection may also give us a preview of one of next
season's Aldeburgh concerts.
Thursday, May 30: SOPRANO PLUS TWO
Denise Williams, who has been described as "another
Kathleen Battle in the making," is joined by flautist
Louise Hanley and guitarist Patricia Doherty
in a
program of songs by Faure, Ibert, Villa-Lobos, Schubert,
and Canadian composer Timothy Sullivan. They
will
perform Sullivan's new work Five Indian Songs. His
opera Florence Nightingale was the hit of last season's
Elora Festival.
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Tuesday, May 7:
THE PLAINS OF ABRAHAM REVISITED
John Hore, researcher into military history, sheds
light
on a momentous event that helped to shape present-day
Canada.
Tuesday, May 14: CLASSIC GARDEN BOOKS...
From Genesis to Jamaica Kincaid. A whimsical
approach to gardening literature by Harry Girling, who
will lead a round table discussion.
Tuesday, May 21: OLIVER GIRLING
The speaker is an artist and art reviewer for Eye, the
Toronto weekly. His topic: Mexican Murals and the
Canadian Jungle.
Tuesday, May 28: LANDSCAPE AND MEMORY
Simon Schama's book is explored and discussed
by
Harry Girling.
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APRIL Reminders

JUNE Previews

Apr. 24:

June 3:

Club night: Steinberg and Applebaum

Apr. 24-26: Spring to Life and Midway
Apr. 29:
Academy Strings

June 5:
June 7:

Minds on the move: Bulger on Photography
Writers' Group: True crime

Apr. 30:

June 10:

Art opening: Members' juried show.

Literary Table in Great Hall

1

.
Mguests

Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly
Photography group
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14 Elm Street, Toronto,
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This is the last of my
President'sRemarks. I want
to thank the many club
S.
members who have made my

term very enjoyable,
particularly the members of
the executive of both years
who have worked so hard. On May 22, we expect
that Ezra Schabas will become our new president.
Most of you know him well, but for those who
don't, let me say something about this extraordinary
performer, teacher, music administrator and author.
Ezra was born in New York City, settled in
Canada in 1952 and has been a Canadian citizen
since 1967. He is, as we have had recent
opportunities to observe at the club, a very talented
* clarinetist and has played in many film and radio
orchestras and for many conductors. As a teacher,
he assumed over the years a number of senior
positions at the University of Toronto and at the
Royal Conservatory of Music, where he was
principal from 1978 to 1983. He was largely
responsible for the establishment of the Bachelor of
Music degree in performance at the university. His
efforts led to the founding of the Ontario Choral
Federation and the Ontario Federation of Symphony
Orchestras. He motivated the creation of the
National Youth Orchestra and became its first
general director. He continues to be actively
involved in juries, panels and committees for
entities such as the Canada Council. His recent book
about Sir Ernest MacMillan, launched here at the
club, received the 1995 City of Toronto Book
Award for biography. It was described by fellow
club member Lou Applebaum as a "landmark
publication, offering scholars and general readers
invaluable insights into a great Canadian musical
icon." And of course, for the last two years Ezra has
been most helpful as club Vice-President. He has
already given all Canadians much in the musical
world and I have no doubt he will give excellent
*leadership
to the club. Ezra would, I am sure, agree
with me that his wife, Ann, has been a vital partner
in his career. We all wish him well.
John McKellar

May 22, 1996
A DATE TO REMEMBER
The annual and special meeting of the Arts and Letters Club of Toronto,
called for Wednesday, May 22, at 5.30 p.m., will be held in the Great Hall.
The bar opens at 4.30, and the meeting will be followed by a buffet
dinner at 7 p.m.; $20., including taxes.
Committee reports will be presented, members of the executive elected,
officers and the auditor of the club appointed.
Of particular interest, too, will be consideration of By-Law No. 96-1,
proposing an amendment to the general by-laws of the club--namely, to
permit the junior and non-resident members (up to a maximum of two
each) to sit on the executive, also to remove the prohibition of the right to
vote for junior members.
Mark this most important event in our club year on your calendar. If
staying for dinner, book early with Molly.

Save a glittering name!
No cause is lost if it is just and to the benefit of the community at large. In
the exchange of the O'Keefe name for $5 million--the cost of renovating
the entertainment centre over a seven-year period-this impulsive
(and
secret) deal went through without consideration of the cost. Cost to the
city of Toronto, the province of Ontario and Canada itself.
Since the Lerner-Lowe musical Camelot launched this civic auditorium
in 1960, the O'Keefe Centre has made its name as a unique venue for the
performing arts of enormous variety and interest. For the names that made
entertainment news in the second half of this century, one has only to refer
to Hugh Walker's book, The O'Keefe Centre, which lavishly illustrates
the dazzling list of world-famous artists who have performed there,
to
become part of our entertainment history.
"The O'Keefe, what was that?" some future Canadian may well ask.
Such a question belies our wealth of cultural riches, including the housing
of two of our major artistic expressions, the Canadian Opera
Company and
the National Ballet of Canada. Can we afford to lose astonishing evidence
of our civilized taste for the price of a few years' "housecleaning"? I am
amazed that the Hummingbird Corporation dare risk such bad repute as
the destroyer of a glittering heritage; and this a firm presumably dedicated
to communicating man's higher intelligence. What next? Will it ban Mr.
Walker's book and tear down the photographs of famous faces from the
walls?
May I suggest that when the people of Toronto have time to consider
the loss of reputation and international status which is so
summarily
threatened from behind closed doors, they will demand some other
solution to the city-owned O'Keefe Centre's housekeeping problems.
I trust so.
Herbert Whittaker

Spring Sketching Weekend Reprise

Birthday Thanks

On the eve of April 11, our resident meteorologist, Les Tibbles,
unexpectedly cancelled his reservation. Sure enough, it began
raining cats and dogs on Friday night and continued pouring for
the next 24 hours. Undaunted, the remaining two dozen artists
braved the polluted drinking water and inclement weather. We
enjoyed a social and productive weekend at the Best Western,
working on location around Collingwood.
As we headed home on Sunday morning we discovered an ice
storm had magically transformed the countryside into a
crystallized wonderland.

A special thank you to those who joined in the spontaneous
celebration of the 80th birthday of my mother, Jean Trott, prior
to the club visit to the du Maurier Theatre festival and the tribut
to Herbert Whittaker. Your genuine warmth and good wishes
and the birthday cake that mysteriously appeared symbolize for
me all that gives me great pride in the club. Mum enjoyed her
first "surprise" birthday. She was delighted though not
speechless. She's never been speechless. Whittaker was heard to
remark, "Thank heavens, a younger woman!"
Betty Trott

Bobbi Wagner

Wanted!

Membership: Who's New

Someone with the time and inclination to transcribe the audio
tapes of Herbert Whittaker's series, I Want You to Meet My
Friend.... There are five tapes made during appearances at the
club by Christopher Plummer, Barbara Hamilton, Jean-Paul
Gagne, June Callwood and Douglas Campbell. If you are
interested, please contact Margaret McBurney.

Therese Caldwell (member) (416) 964-0962
Opera volunteer. Interested in the literary table and the music at
the club. Proposer: Bill Buchanan.
Margaret Whittaker (member) (416) 222-2920
Retired York University teacher interested in literature, music
and art. Proposer: Harry Girling.
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LIBERAL COOKING HINT

culturevultures

That young member from Hamilton East
Makes her bread with an excess of yeast
She's found that it rises
by several sizes
Then explodes in her face-ah, c'est triste!

Gather!
MEMBERS' JURIED
ART SHOW

Monty Larkin

PHOTOGRAPHY
The Photography committee had its second meeting on
Wednesday, April 24 at lunchtime. We had three new
participants and continued enthusiasm from everyone. One of
our members, Brian Summers, has tentatively agreed to take the
photographs for the proposed new club brochure.
Our May meeting will take place, in part, at the Photographic
Resources section of the Art Gallery of Ontario. The Resource
manager, Maia Sutnik, will give us a tour of the current
exhibition and we will have an opportunity to look at some
original prints from the Resource collection. The next two
meetings are on May 22 and June 26. Anyone interested in
joining the Photography committee, please call Elizabeth
Siegfried at (416) 538-9585.

JUNE 10-29
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club artists!
bring up to two works
(recommended maximum size 30 x 40 in.)
twixt 9 & 10 a.m., Sat., June 8
-- pick up twixt 11.30 and noon-

SUMMER ALTERNATES INAUGUST
The University Club of Toronto, The Toronto Press Club and the
Royal Canadian Military Institute have all agreed to the same
arrangement as last year for Arts and Letters club members to
use their facilities while the club is closed in August.

no theme, just your best

do it!

EXECUTIVE n.b.
Please note that the summer executive meetings will take place
on Monday, June 3, at 5.15 p.m. and on Monday July 22 at 5.15.
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OPENING 7 p.m., Mon., JUNE 10
**with entertainment**
mix with the
masters, missters & masterpieces
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HERBIE HONOURED

lobbying Ministers and cutting ribbons
with architects and mayors and the McGibbons;
until today we honour you for laying
these critical foundations, and for staying
so long on top of all you helped to start.
Your life's been long, but shorter than your art.

The gala opening of the
Maurier
World11Stage
Fduestival
on April
at
Harbourfront' s Premiere
Dance Theatre was of
special interest to club
members this year
because of the tribute
honouring our own

Thank you for both, dear Herbie, and remember
there's more to come. It's only mid-September.

(Added at International Theatre Festival,

After the performance of
Carbone 14, an
experimental mime
production from Quebec
("What stagecraft!" from
Herbie), Christopher Plummer led a spectacular outpouring of
respect and affection from a host of friends from the worlds of
both theatre and journalism. "A gentle, civilized pioneer," "All
around man of the theatre," "Man of all seasons," "Only really
human voice," "Always there," "Encourage, develop, incite,"
were some of the comments coming from Gordon Pinsent, Bill
Glassco, John Fraser, Lucy Peacock, Alex Barris, Mayor
Moore, and Donald Davis among others. Donald Davis quoted
John Gielgud's opinion, "The only intelligent theatre critic in
Canada!" and Mavor gave the following poem which sums up
the feeling of the evening:

SHerbert Whittaker at eighty
(Toronto, September 17, 1990)
by Mavor Moore
Herbie, we love thee! Guardian of the stage
Friend of the arts and chronicler of the age!
Never did prose so clear and picturesque
so often spring from such a messy desk!
Never was critic half so well reviewed
by actors about whom he had been rudenor smarting managements so quick to smile
and offer you two freebies on the aisle.
Leaping back and forth across the schism
dividing theatre and journalism,
you could design the sets, direct the play
(while interviewing stars of the ballet)-and then, with an air half jocular, half solemn,
gut the competition in your column.
It's said that working both sides of the fence
you once attacked yourself in self-defense!
But this was nothing to your long crusade
to get the newspaper barons to upgrade
their coverage of the arts. Now every sheet
has would-be Herbies on the culture beat and all events from festivals to fringes
are atomized until the mind unhinges.
But this, dear Herbert, is no fault of yours:
Who opens windows can't police the doors.
You spent a lifetime sitting on committees-the province's, the nation's, yes, the city's--

Toronto, April 11, 1996)
More to come, indeed. The man's prodigious!
Is Herb still at it? Is the Pope religious?
Colleagues half his age are overawed
At how he travels east, west and abroad,
weaving a one-man network as he goes,
and keeping stage historians on their toes.
Between attending plays and operettas
he hosts those luncheons at the Arts and Lettersand, blest with neither salary nor per diem,
touts his beloved Theatre Museum.
So never fear: the art he loves will thrive
As long as Herbert is so very much alive!
(As a footnote we would like to thank Madeline Freeman for
kindly arranging free parking for the club members who
attended. It was much appreciated.)

Music! Music! Music!
Previews:
The great news is that Mary Lou Fallis will perform selections
from the Sara Binks Song Book (lyrics by Paul Hiebert,
composer John Greer) on Members Night, Wednesday October
16! Mark your calendars now for this very special night at the
club. This incomparable comedienne recently presented these
songs in a performance with the TSO which brought the house
down.
On a date to be announced in September or October we will
present Musica Viva and Friends, the accomplished and versatile
chamber ensemble consisting of Vicki Blechta, flute, Grigory
Goldberg, cello and Cecilia Ignatieff, piano. This well-known
trio recently released their first CD, Entre Nous in late
November, 1995, which has received critical acclaim and much
radio play.
Also in the fall we hope to present winners of the Kiwanis
Festival in a special program. Winners of the Canadian Music
Competitions will again be featured next year.
Dates are coming in for performances by the Faculty of Music
for next year. Music Tables on October 10, November 14,
February 20 and March 6 have been confirmed for the Music and
Poetry series which were so popular last year.
As 1997 is the 200th anniversary of the birth of Franz
Schubert, there will be many celebrations of this composer. Our
own Jean Edwards will present a Schubert program on Club
Night, February 3, one she is also giving at the Heliconian Club.
John Lawson
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SPRING TO LIFE
DEFIES WEATHER OUTSIDE
Spring sprung to life at the club, April
24-26, the weather outside
notwithstanding, and a resounding
celebration it was.
Thanks to the talents of our multifaceted membership, the three-night
stand of the SPRING TO LIFE show
elicited such rave reviews as:
"Best show in years..."
"Great fun."
"Makes you realize the range of talent
in this club."
Highlights too numerous to catalogue
can only be skimmed:
* the comically bizarre Three Sisters
characterized in song by Jack Carr,
Julian Mulock and John Rammell;
* John Wimbs as a slightly mad hatter
in The Hat Shop, which he also wrote;
* Jim Helik's mysterious moments of
magic;
* Malcolm Sinclair, in glittering garb,
drawing screams of adoration from
female fans in his Elvis incarnation
(contrary to comments overheard, he
was not lip-synching);

* William and Jacques, the club
voyageurs, paddling their political
way through the proceedings.
Other performers in various skits
included Tanya d'Anger (Father
O'Malley's Temptation), Brian Wheeler
(Illicit Rendezvous), pianist Ron Sorley
and clarinetist Ezra Schabas (Paintthe
Town Red). Writers: Jown Downing
(The Life Hereafter), Lyman Henderson
(Ballet Night in Canada), Rob Prince
(William and Jacques), John Rammell
(Illicit Rendezvous).
Congratulations to artistic director
Betty Trott, producer Michael Spence,
and associate producers Monty Larkin
and Karina Rammell. Also to Janet
Young for her set designs and Diana
Hore for her costumes; to stage and
construction crews, scenic artists and
technical crew; house manager Jeanie
Hersenhoren.
The Midway drew buyers of art and
bric-a-brac, posters and books from
straw-hatted carny types. The top-hatted
"Mayors," in cloak and chain of office,
were Jerry Sevier on Wednesday night,
Rod Austin, Thursday, and Ann
Wallace, Friday. Midway co-ordinator
was Shirley Pounsett, assisted by Jean
Trott.
Spring to Life lived up to its name.
Gladys Houck

* Lisa Lambert, lamenting in her
original number, The Reincarnation
Song;

Theatre Committee "thank
yous":

* Writer-director Warren Clements'
bow to the bard, Shakespeare in Six
Minutes, "the Scottish play," enacted
in a hurry by Monty Larkin, Nicole
Pepper, Rob Prince, John Rammell,
Gail Robinson and Martha Spence;

Although the Spring to Life program
was rehearsed in record time, its stylish
presentation was possible because of
excellent scripts and a highly talented
cast. We especially thank Rob Prince
and Malcolm Sinclair who stood in for
John Lytle who was unwell and greatly
missed during show week. Shirley
Pounsett in her new role as Midway
convenor displayed great energy and
imagination and we appreciate her strong
contribution. Michael Spence, producer
and stage director, assembled a smooth
working team. Our thanks also to Jeanie
Hersenhoren, and Bob Gerrard and all
the staff.
We are pleased that our new Spring
Show format worked so well and are
confident that it will stand us in good
stead in the future.

* the club choir's rendition of a wry
Hymn to Queen's Park, under the
adept direction of Roger Hobbs;
* Ballet Night in Canada, a hilarious
TV-style commentary on the action of
Swan Lake, as "performed by
Baryshnikov and Kain";
* Ginger and Fred, as exquisitely
danced by "socialite" Betty Trott,
and her rejuvenated "butler" John
Wimbs;
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Monty Larkin, Betty Trott

MUSIC Reviews
April was a superb month for music at
the Arts and Letters. The Royal
Conservatory of Music Festival of
Strings continued with the fourth concert
in the series on Thursday, April 4. The
quartet consisting of Dea Szucs, violin,
Katalin Kokas, violin, Jacob Schiff, viola
and Vernon Regehr, cello, played the
Mozart Quartet in F and the
Mendelssohn Quartetin A with great
proficiency and musical interest, as
though they had been playing together
for years.

0

At the April 11 Music Table, Giles
Bryant, organist and choir master of St.
James Cathedral delighted his audience
with the mysteries of Gregorian chant
and demonstrated some of the finer
points of singing it both the right way
and the wrong way. Giles is probably the
best informed musician on Gregorian
chant in Canada and spoke to a full and
appreciative house.
On Club Night, April 15, Alexander
Kats, the Russian pianist now living in
Toronto and Ginga Mitrowska, a Polish
coloratura soprano, presented a
challenging program of operatic songs
and arias by Mozart, Bizet,
Rachmaninov, Strauss, Wolf, Puccini
and Donizetti. Members were most
gratified by Kats' sensitive
accompaniment and Ms Mitrowska's
glorious coloratura.
The first recital by winners of the
Canadian Music Competitions took place
at the Music Table, April 18. Performers
from age seven to 16 demonstrated their
truly impressive talents. Rosary Wong,
Christopher Miranda, Jeanette Lin, Kola
Owalabi, and Eldon Ng, all at the piano,
and Maurice Chang, violin, showed great
promise as future stars.
The Royal Conservatory of Music
Academy String Orchestra conducted by
Rennie Regehr supplied the last in the
Festival of Strings concert series on
Monday, April 29. The youngest
member of this 40-strong orchestra was
about eight years old. They presented a
dramatic programme to an enthusiastic
audience. Andrew Wei, the Arts and
Letters club scholarship winner, played
the violin solo in the first movement of
Mozart's Concertofor Violin and
continued on page 5

People of the Club
"I make pictures on the stage, mine
are moving and I have to work within the
frame. When you direct a play you're
making a moving piece of literature
come alive on the stage. You bring life to
the printed word and that's painting of a
She appreciates the role of the painter.
"I think art should bring to me not what I
can find for myself, but what is out there
that I could never see except through the
artist's eyes. You can go out and find
landscapes for yourself. But there are
works of art which would only exist
because of that artist's particular vision.
But, I can become part of the artwork in
my canoe."
Betty has her own 16-foot cedar-strip
canoe which she keeps at her sister's
cottage. "A big part of my life has been
canoe-tripping and I taught canoeing at
summer camps. That was many years
ago but I still paddle my canoe and I
really like it best when there's no one
with me. Because it's like walking into a
work of art and doodling around all by
yourself, as if you could move inside the
canvas, and live inside the canvas. You
can't do that when it's on the wall."
A member for about eight years,
Betty thinks the club is changing. "But
that is what art is all about. Art has been
the history of anticipating, reporting and
documenting change. Artists have been

either in the forefront, or re-expressing
for us what has happened to help us
understand it better. Any club that is
devoted to the arts is going to have to
wilfully sustain constant kinds of
changes. But I worry sometimes that
there's a resistance to the kinds of
change that you need for the expressive
side of art to survive."
At the club, Betty would like mirrors,
lots of mirrors, so that she and her
dancers might have the answer to the
prayer of Robbie Burns: "To see oursels
as others see us." Anybody in the
performing arts who takes their job
seriously works with mirrors, she says.
"Right now I'm working some dance
numbers in front of the elevator doormuch to the amusement of the kitchen
staff."
Betty is divorced, has a 20-year-old
son, Luke, taking philosophy and
English at Queen's, and, at age 52, "I
have a wonderful new friend in my
life-someone I knew back in Grade
One who reappeared a year ago."
She intends to work on her computer
ignorance this summer. "I'll probably be
the last person to write by hand. When I
get old I'll get a job at Black Creek
Village and I'll just sit there with a pen
and people will ask "'Whatis she doing?'
I'll be writing."
Fergus Cronin

ART SHOWS COMING UP:

Meet the Matthew

Franklin Arbuckle at the McMichael
Gallery from June 22 to September 2.

In 1997, Newfoundland will celebrate
the 500th anniversary of John Cabot's
voyage of discovery to the New World.
A replica of his ship, the Matthew, will
sail from Bristol and land, 45 days later,
at Bonavista on June 24, and then at St.
John's on June 26. Ann and Reg
Wallace, Margaret McBurney and Rod
Austin have already booked a B&B in
St. John's for the last week in June,
1997. (There'll be a world choral festival
taking place there at the same time.)
Anyone wishing to join them should call
Margaret or Rod for details.

sort."

photo by FergusCronirI

*

Not satisfied with being artistic director
of this year's Spring Revue, Betty Trott
also enjoyed doing some tap-and-jazz
dancing and exercising her vocal chords.
She does not paint but she seems to do
almost everything else, with teaching
philosophy at Ryerson at the top of the
list, which includes writing (she coauthored a book on Canadian
philosophy, The Faces of Reason) and
poetry reading. But she considers her
choreography a form of painting.
continuedfrom page 4
Orchestrain D Major. This was
followed by Shostakovich's String
QuartetNo. 8 , arranged for string
orchestra, and then Stravinsky's
Pulchinella Suite. Happily we will
welcome these artists back next year.

*

At the Music Table, May 2, winners of
the Canadian Music Competitions
presented a second recital. Included were
Moulann Chang, piano; ten-year-old
Eugen Nakamura, violin, accompanied
by Jeanette Lin, piano; Glynis Ratcliffe,
soprano, accompanied by Andrew Ager,
piano; Rachel Mercer, cello,
accompanied by Lydia Wong, piano; and
Vanessa Hsu, piano.
Remember, you heard them first at the
Arts and Letters club!
J.L.

Christopher Adeney will be exhibiting
paintings at 80 Spadina Ave., Gallery
306 (Suite 201). Opening reception
Tuesday, May 28, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. This
is his first solo show in five years and
includes mostly acrylics and new subject
matter from the American southwest. A
portion of sales made during a special
viewing, Wednesday, June 5, will be
donated by the artist to the Corinne
Boyer fund for ovarian cancer research.
Loi Hathaway's show, Watercoloursfor
Spring, continues through May at the
Azalea restaurant, 1158 Yonge St. (416)
968-0710 (across from the LCBO in the
landmark old train station).

Margaret McBurney
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Members' News:

ANNE MIRVISH SCULPTURES

Congratulations are in order for several club members this month:

Anne Mirvish gleaned inspiration from the machine shop floor
for the ingredients of her latest show, Annie's Recipes, at Gallery
One last month. Put in her pot, stirred with style and a lot of
love, compressed with care, the recycled outcome is a selection
of metal sculptures radiant with new life, texture, colour and
form. Though each basically is a 10-inch slab, each takes on its
own character and identity-some literally bursting out of their
compression with a winged appendage, a fringed frieze of metal
shavings or a curlicue of shiny metal grout. A strip of plumber's
copper pipe becomes a serpentine pediment. A stamped-out
aluminum sheet undulates down one side in slinky seductive
form. The odd piece has snippets of written instructions or an
address to prove its earlier incarnation. Many bear some original
local colour or have been helped by Anne's artistry. The whole
was given a splendid setting perched on specially designed
pedestals against the deep aubergine walls of the redecorated
gallery.

to Mavor Moore whom the government has had the wisdom to
appoint as the first head of the newly created B.C. Arts Council.
to Phil Mathias of the FinancialPost who received the National
Newspaper Award for enterprise reporting.
to Rebecca Bragg, Toronto Star staff reporter, who was
honoured for coverage of the tainted blood scandal by the
Toronto and Central Ontario Regional Hemophiliac Society.
to Ray Cattell who was elected to Life Membership of the
Canadian Society of Painters in Watercolour at their annual
general meeting. He is a past president of the society and threetime winner of its honour award, which is awarded for the most
accomplished work in a given show.
to Robert Munsch, well-known children's author, for a six-book
contract with a new publisher, guaranteeing publication of three
titles a year.
to Susan Ioannou on the publication of her new poetry
collection, Where the Light Wails, by Ekstasis Editions,
Victoria, B.C. The book contains poems dedicated to club
members, Merla McMurray, the late Bets Reynolds and
Wentworth Walker. The official launching will take place
through the League of Canadian Poets at the National Library in
Ottawa, Saturday, May 25.
to David Skene-Melvin, appointed "the presiding expert in
matters of Canadian crime fiction," by Stephen Smith in the article
It was a Dark and Stormy Night in Toronto Life, May 1966.

WRITERS' GROUP: April meeting
Have you run out of things to say or do you just have nothing to
say in the first place? The first is true writer's block, the latter
false. In a superbly entertaining and informative talk, Professor
Vivian Rakoff of the Clarke Institute took us through the tortured
lives of writers who have suffered the devastating effects of the
overwhelming depression that consumes the writer who has truly
run dry. You have to have had something to say and have said it
well, before you may find yourself staring down the throat of
that hound of hell. Some writers, like Churchill, have been able
to tame the beast and resume their writing; others, like
Hemingway, succumbed. The real horror of writer's block is
knowing that you have been able to produce and now can do no
more.
David Skene-Melvin

PARKING: for those members who drive

to the club-the
parking lot near the northwest corner of Gerrard and Church
Streets charges only six dollarsper day-and some days--only
five!
LAMPSletter deadline: Friday June 7, 1 p.m. Items received
after that date will be held for the next issue.
Editor:
Pat Stewart
What's On and Copy Editor: Gladys Houck
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Heather Strucken
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Club Nights: Book with Molly early!
Monday, June 3: Musical Mosaic of Judaism
Lou Applebaum and Ben Steinburg survey Jewish(
music through history and geography, with Ben
Cantor, music director of Temple Sinai, exploring both
eastern and western idioms in religious and secular
music. Ben Cantor, recipient of many awards, is well
known for his lecture recitals at music centres and
universities throughout North America.
Monday, June 10: Art Opening Plus
On the walls, the members' juried show. On stage,
Exhibition Mania, produced by artist Judith Graham.
Monday, June 17: Canada's Three Tenors
Another first for the club! Come and hear a trio of
tenors vying to outdo the famous three. Introducing
Robert de Vrij, Andrea Garafolo and Peter Marino. de
Vrij has performed in Canada and abroad in both
opera and operetta. Garafolo, originally from
Cosenza, Italy, came to this country in 1968, has
toured extensively in Canada, the United States and
Europe, and was 1992 winner of CHIN's radio festival
competition. Peter Marino, also in the Italian tradition,
has thrilled audiences across this country and the
U.S.; has headlined in Atlantic City at the famous
Trump Taj Mahal, and was featured at Donald
Trump's birthday party!
Monday, June 24:
Landscape architect Christopher Campbell
discusses Dunington-Grubb, late club member and
co-founder of Sheridan Nurseries. Also featured: an
exchange and sale of perennial plants.

I

I

r

I

Tuesday, June 4:
John Sullivan on MERVYN LAURENCE PEAKE,
novelist, artist and poet who is perhaps best
remembered for his Gormenghast Trilogy and most
renowned as possessor of a prolific imagination.
Tuesday, June 11:
Literary Table's Annual FETE CHAMPETRE, to be
held in the garden of Valerie Hassell's home at 32
Inglewood Dr. (north of St. Clair, west of Mt.
Pleasant). Noon to mid-afternoon; bring "pot luck"
food and/or wine, and maybe a lawn chair.
Tuesday, June 18:
Magic, Myths and the Art of Writing. Norma Harrs
presents her perspectives from her rich experience as
a short story writer, novelist, playwright, broadcaster
and journalist.
Tuesday, June 25:
Vera Brittain: Feminist and Pacifist. This influential
post-World War 1 writer and pioneer British Labour
Party MP is discussed by Alan Eagle.
Note: During July, the Literary Table will meet each
Tuesday in the LAMPSroom; no formal programme, but
an opportunity for companionable conversation.

I
Wednesday, June 5, noon for 12.30 start
PHOTOGRAPHY: HIGH ART OR NO ART?
SPEAKER: Stephen Bulger, Stephen Bulger Gallery
Many people still believe photography is not an art at all,
but merely a mechanical means of recording events,
places and people. A noted photography gallery owner,
Mr. Bulger will dispel the myths surrounding the art of
photography-examining how and why photography
exists within the realm of fine art. Beginning with the
15th century invention of linear perspective, he traces
the history of the art through the years to the present,
illustrating his thesis with examples of prints from the
past 150 years.

*

I

Thursday, June 6: The Metro String Quartet
Last heard at a Club Night in September. This
outstanding quartet makes a return appearance:
Daniel Bard, 1st violin; Aislinn Nosky, 2nd violin; Max
Mandel, viola; Rachel Mercer, cello. Founded in 1993
at the Royal Conservatory of Music's Young Artist
Performance Academy. All four have held principal
positions with the Toronto Symphony Youth
Orchestra. Program TBA.
Thursday, June 13: Pianist MICAH YUI
plays a program of Haydn, Sonata in E Flat, Liszt,
Mephisto Waltz, and Debussy, L'lsle Joyeuse. This
young artist has performed with major orchestras in
Canada and the U.S. and in 1992 toured Denmark
with violinist Lars Bjornkjaer. In 1990 at the age of 19,
she recorded a compact disc with the London
(England) Symphony Orchestra and in 1996-97 will
perform in the St. Cecilia Series in Halifax, as well as
at the Glenn Gould Studio with Barry Shiffman of the
St. Lawrence Quartet.
Thursday, June 20: Cello and Piano
Cellist Mary-Katherine Finch and pianist Lydia Wong
in a program including Britten's Sonata for Cello and
Piano. A graduate student of Canada's famed cellist
Shauna Ralston, Miss Finch performs as a baroque
cellist and has recorded for CBC Radio and for the
Naxos label. Miss Wong, in demand as a chamber
musician and accompanist, recently made her New
York debut at the Carnegie Recital Hall.

Saturday, June 15 (rain date: June 22)
The Oakville home of Heather and Peter Strucken will
be the scene of this year's June Paint-Out, so bring your
sketch pads and paints, your friends and food, wine, etc.
for a pot-luck lunch. Local scene offers such paintable
subjects as boats at anchor, a pier, lighthouse, creek and
lakeshore, as well as antique houses, a main street and
interesting Oakvillians. And do bring your swimsuit and a
towel for a dip in the pool. Maps available at the bar.
mli 11 W±

Friday, June 7, noon, LAMPSroom
JAMES R. DUBRO-the trials, tribulations and triumphs
of the investigative reporter writing "true crime." The
acknowledged pre-eminent Canadian chronicler of
organized crime in this country and abroad, Mr. Dubro
produced the acclaimed CBC documentary on the Mafia
in Canada, Connections; he has also published a
number of books including Dragons of Crime: Asian
Mobs in Canada and Mob Rule: Inside the Canadian
Mafia.

IE
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Wednesday June 19, 5.30 p.m.
at the home of Betty Trott
Dinner with wine
$20 Cash bar available
297 Bessborough Dr. (north of Bayview and Eglinton-go one block north of Eglinton on Bayview, turn right
(east) and go for one block, turn left (north) on
Bessborough which runs parallel to Bayview. 297 is on
the east side and has maroon metal awnings.
I
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MAY Reminders

JULY Previews

May 21
Ron Bolt show opens
May 22 noon Photography Group at AGO
N.B.: Annual General Meeting and
Buffet Dinner
May 29
Ernest Sirluck night
(Dinner price correction: $20)
Music Table: Soprano Denise Williams
May 30

July 2:
July 14:

Art Committee Show opens
The Niagara Parks Commission
celebrates the Arts and Letters Club

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
(416) 597-0223
Fax 597-9544
June 1996
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The newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto

President's
Notes

*

I am honoured to be
elected as the 50th
president of of
our club.
Since its founding in
5
5. 1908, there have been
Z
a number of illustrious
musicians who have
held this post-Healey Willan, Sir Ernest MacMillan,
Ettore Mazzolini and David Ouchterlony-all of whom I knew. It rather humbles me. I
shall try to do my best to lead the club for the
next two years.
As previously announced, the club's
historically important archives, especially
those needing physical protection, are being
moved to the U. of T.'s Fisher Library. Dick
and Ginny Storr continue to process current
material. Ginny, with the help of Ann
Schabas, has now completed a listing of all
members of the club since its founding. The
inventory of the library's holdings will be
entered into the computer by mid-fall. Down
the line will come a rearrangement of the
collection by broad subject categories and a
printed catalogue.
We look forward to the art shows next year
under improved lighting in the Great Hall.
Lorna Kelly has completed the necessary
arrangements and we hope that the new lights
will be in place by September.
Our March forum on the arts stimulated the
formation of a sub-committee, headed by John
Pepin, which will investigate the
membership's position-if any -- on advocacy
for the arts today. We'll keep you posted.
The membership committee, under John
Pepall's able direction, has prepared a
handsome card of concise information about
the club, especially useful for potential (and
needed) new members. May I suggest that you
have a look at the card-titled You Wanted to
Know--copies are at the bar and in the office.
You might even carry a few around with you
for instant use. Have a good summer.
Ezra Schabas

Tuesday, July 2

GREEK EXPECTATIONS
featuring a tasty evening

Club members
(Praxiteles) Archie Arbuckle
(Athene) Mary Tuck Corelli
(Ictinus) John Snell
will tell tales and illustrate their
recent Greek Odyssey
to celebrate the opening of an exhibit of works
by the Art Committee past and present
OUZO at 5:30 p.m.-

Dinner Seven-ish

TOGAS MAY BE WORN BUT NOT REMOVED
Dinner $10
or equivalent in pre-war, (Trojan) Drachmas

The Art Exhibition will continue until July 26
(Club closes for summer)

LAMPSletter deadline changed
Beginning in September the monthly deadline for the LAMPSletter will fall on
the second Friday of the month. The deadline for the September issue will
therefore be September 13 at 1:00 p.m.
The Stewart fax will not be operating until November. Please fax material to
the club instead. Stewart phone number until November will be (519) 534-2575.
The summer issue of the LAMPSletter which will have the September
calendar will be edited by Barbara Oliver and its deadline is Friday, July 26, at
1:00 p.m.

Ernest Sirluck Night
On May 29, Ian Montagnes performed the host duties for the
club celebration of Ernest Sirluck, Milton scholar, teacher,
intelligence officer, administrator, University president, past
president of the club, father, husband, friend and now author of
the autobiography, FirstGeneration.All these aspects of
Ernest's life were touched on with respect and affection by such
friends as Claude Bissell, Pat Hume, William Blissett, Bill
Rogers, Richard Outram (poem to follow), Ann Robson and
Lesley Sirluck. As well letters were read from out of town
friends and daughter Kate.

To give (and sometimes settle) an account
Of lesser triumphs he, to the Parnassian Mount
Retired awhile, long scribbled, then displayed
'Another damned, thick, square book' to the trade.
First Generationissued-freighted pun,
And freighted book: about a half a tonne
Of delectations, acronyms, advice
To lovelorn academics, dressed with nice
Distinctions, and the steadfast evidence
of that endangered creature, common sense.
Kisscurlhas given us a necessary tale
(And don't forget, dear friends: the book's for sale!)
Whose gravamen is child's play to relate:
A good man sets a mazy record straight.

For E.S. on his Coming into Authorship
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COME, disaffected Muse, discount the slurs
And vile canards broadcast by cringing curs
And jargon-mongers of the MLA, all those
Lickspittle minds, as footling as their prose,
Sucked in by that insatiable abysm,
The hole of colour of postmodernism!
Come Polyhymnia, Erato, from afarBe done with mumchance, in your winged car
Of inspiration lift up puny Plod, to sing
In numbers worthy of this gathering,
Toronto's eminent, illustrious and sleek,
Her glitteraticlustered, cheek to cheek
(No festive note in our Great Hall is damped
Because, to say the least, the seats are cramped);
To sing, I say, of one who soared to heights
Beyond the wildest dreams of wildest nights
Of Jewish matrons for their progeny:
Of Kisscurl then we boast! And of how he,
From rustic Winkler sprung, that boondock haunt
Of western prairie dog and fascist taunt
Unkindly uttered and unkindly meant,
Determined early to be discontent
With jumping stubble or with busting sod,
And questioning the ways of man and god.
Fanned latent embers till ambition burned
As brilliant as his talents, and returned
His marksman's eye on Academia, took aim...
To stagger sundered Zion with his fame!
For vaulting up through Honour's beanstalk Rolls
Kisscurl stormed heights denied to common souls,
Reached zenith, acme, apogee and crown,
Gained pinnacles above the mere renown
Of Satraps, Sultans, CEOs and Popes,
Or Poets who have pinned Angelic tropes:
While others wept, awash with envious grief,
Or slackjawed, gaped in impious disbelief,
He grasped the netted laurel surely sent
From brimstone Heaven and became a President!
And not just any President--here's Glory's nubBut, of Toronto's Arts and Letters Club!!!
Well, well, not even Kisscurl to such height,
For all his loaf, has risen overnight;
None is omniscient--it must be said
That Kisscurl has not learned, the book is dead:

Richard Outram

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1996-97
Officers:
Presildent:

Ezra Schabas

Vice-President:

Margaret McBurney

Vice-President, House:

Lorna Kelly

Secretary:

Elizabeth Kilbourn

Treasurer:

William Buchanan

Counsel and Nominating:

John Pepall

Members at large:
(Brackets indicate special interests/ responsibilities)

Second year:
Barbara Allen (LAMPSweek)
Zora Buchanan (Art Committee)
Jack Carr (Archives)
Monty Larkin (Theatre)
John Lawson (Music)

First year:
George Edmonds
Zoe Girling (Literary Table)
Hazel Harvey
Betty Postill (Communications and Marketing)
Ann Robson
David Skene-Melvin (Writers' Group)
Pat Stewart (LAMPSletter)

Robert Christie

Members News

September 20, 1913-May 22, 1996

Franklin Arbuckle at the McMichael Gallery from June 22 to
September.
Ron Bolt's show, New "Bi-coastal" Works, Vancouver Island to
Newfoundland, opens Saturday, June 15, 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. at
the Russell Gallery of Fine Art, 138 Simcoe St., Peterborough.
The show runs to July 3.
Congratulations to Bill Buchanan, FCA, our club Treasurer,
who has been honoured by the Chartered Accountants of
Ontario! He is to be presented with the Award of Outstanding
Merit, the highest award that an accountant can receive. His
portrait will forever be on the wall of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Ontario offices on Bloor Street. Not to rest on
these laurels, Bill is also the recipient of the Distinguished
Service Award from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Alberta. Looks like the club coffers are in competent hands!

*

*

It can be said with some accuracy that Bob Christie's career
constitutes a history of professional theatre in Canada. The
beloved actor, past-president of the club, who died in May after a
long bout with Alzheimer's disease, had been involved from the
Dominion Drama Festival and early summer theatre through to
the Stratford Festival, and also helped shape early radio and
television in this country. He did more than that. He helped
significantly to establish the status of the professional actor in
Canada.
Bob was accorded the prestigious John Drainie award in 1984
for his long and stalwart service to national broadcasting
networks. But throughout, live theatre for Canada remained
Bob's dream. The late Robertson Davies remembered him as a
prewar idealist with a vision of theatrical communes in Canada,
combining acting with farming and embracing Stanislavian
principles while tilling the soil. After service during the war, Bob
joined forces with such pioneers as Dora Mavor Moore and her
son, Mavor, as well as Don Harron, John Coulter, John
Drainie, Jane Mallet and Lorne Greene in launching such stage
companies as the New Play Society and the Jupiter Theatre. He
was an obvious choice for the first acting company of the
Stratford Theatre and remained a leading member for many
years.
Bob's contributions to Canadian theatre did not stop with his
work on stage. He fought for actors' self-employment status with
Revenue Canada and participated in establishing Actors Equity.
In 1971, he began teaching generations of professionals at
Ryerson.
As an actor, Bob Christie's range was unmatched in his day.
But a major element of his contribution to his profession was the
respect and affection accorded him by his colleagues--of major
importance in a world of uncertainty and risk.
Herbert Whittaker
(adapted from the Globe and Mail obit)

The Robin Cumine Scholarship at the Ontario College of Art, is
given annually by Mrs. Robin Cumine in memory of her
husband, a long time member of the club and an initiator of the
Outdoor Sketching program. The jury which picks the winners
are Jim Birnie, Bill Sherman and Art Steven. Again this year,
on May 10, 1996, the club welcomed the winners of the award
and hosted lunch for Mrs. Doreen Cumine, Margo Jeffrey,
Communication and Design department, OCA, and the three
finalists. Club members were able to congratulate the joint
winners of the $1000 prize, Kathy Mills and Elizabeth Ringwold,
and close second, Chuk Chan.
Will Daly has received a book from his brother, out of town
member Tom Daly, The Best Butler in the Business: Tom Daly
of the National Film Board of Canada, written by Professor D.B.
Jones of Drexel University and published by the University of
Toronto Press, illustrations provided by Tom and an index.
Gord Fulton is on the boards again this summer, this time in
Port Carling at the new dinner theatre. Gord is portraying the
role of Norman in On Golden Pond, a play about continuous
love and learning to love. It runs July 9 through July 20,
excluding Sunday and Monday.
Loi Hathaway was interviewed on BRAVO recently by producer
George Legojanes about her work as a graphic designer and
watercolourist. From her student days at the OCA when drawing
at the ROM was required, to her teaching days among the same
exhibits, coverage of her career included the recent show of
paintings at the Azalea restaurant, and work just completed in her
studio for a new restaurant at First Canadian Place.
Non resident member James MacDougall retired in June from
the presidency of the Ontario Society of Artists after serving on
the executive for six years.
The opening reception for the retrospective show of Rod
Staples' grandfather, Owen Staples, Portraitof Toronto, at the
Market Gallery will be held Thursday, June 27, at 5:30 p.m.
Attending the Royal Canadian Academy's 116th General
Assembly in Vancouver in May were Audrey Garwood, Kay
Murray-Weber, George Sanders, Gerry Sevier, Jean Sevier,
Oswald Timmas, Ruth Tulving, and George Weber.
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DRAWN from the

Music Reviews

Art Committee

On Club Night, May 6, the Royal
Conservatory Opera Ensemble, Brahm
Goldhamer, Artistic Director, and
Roxolana Roslak, Stage Director,
presented a stunning performance of
Mozart's The Magic Flute, sung in
German with English dialogue. There
was percussion in the balcony with
tremendous thunder effects by Roger
Evans; Louise Hanly played the flute;
Brahm Goldhamer played the score
throughout; there was a five member
chorus behind the piano and a 16
member cast on stage. The Queen of the
Night was dressed as a Hell's Angel
motorbiker with a huge whip and
Sarastro and his priests appeared as
members of the Mafia! A musical
highlight of the year!

Something new has been added!
Throughout the years a number of our
club artists have designed stamps for
Canada Post. A framed display of these
stamps now hangs downstairs in the
club. We are most grateful to Tom
McNeely for presenting them so
beautifully. The other framed stamp
collection is of first cover and was
donated to the club by the Canada Post
Corporation. Please take some time to
view these added treasures.
President's Portrait
Thanks to Rudi Stussi for painting the
club portrait of John McKellar,
president for 1994-6. It now takes its
well deserved place on the wall of the
lounge for all to appreciate.
Wanted:
Club members ready, willing and able to
help with an occasional Saturday
morning "hanging." On the spot training.
NO experience required. Many benefits
too numerous to mention. To apply, call
Doug Purdon, Exhibition chairman at
759-3126.
Art Committee Show
Don't miss the Art Committee opening
on Club Night, TUESDAY, July 2.
Greek Expectations, the theme of an
entertaining evening.
Open Studio closed for summer:
The Friday sketching sessions will not be
offered during the month of July due to
decreasing attendance. They will resume
on September 6. Sandra Henderson
will be organizing the Friday painting at
that time.
Art Committee meetings schedule:
Meetings will continue to be held the
first Monday of each month in the Board
Room or LAMPSroom, 5:15 p.m.-6;30
p.m. If the Monday falls on a holiday,
the meeting will be Tuesday. Dates are:
June 3, July 2, Sept. 3, Oct. 7, Nov. 4,
Dec. 2, Jan. 6, 1997, Feb. 3, Mar. 3, Apr.
7, May 5, June 2.
4

Zor(b)a Buchanan
Art Committee Chairperson

At Music Table, May 8, we were
fortunate to have David Smith and
Douglas Schalin play four hands
keyboard. This neglected art (four hands
on one piano and four feet on three
pedals) was an enormous success. As
David explained, the program ranged
from late classicism to early
romanticism, a Mozart Sonata, a
Schubert Rondo and a Schubert Fantasie.
At Music Table, May 23, Stephen Rails
and Bruce Ubukata, the co-founders of
the Aldeburgh Connection, gave us a
most stimulating recital of four hands
keyboard pieces by Schubert, Faure,
Ravel, Tyrwhitt and Ganz, with an
encore by Percy Grainger. Rails, who
has just been appointed head of the
Opera School at the Faculty of Music,
was delighted to see Ezra Schabas in
the audience. By offering him a job, Ezra
was responsible for originally bringing
him to Canada.
At Music Table, May 30, Denise
Williams (Pamina in The Magic Flute)
and Louise Hanly, flute (and Loi
Hathaway's daughter-in-law), returned
to the club in company with Patricia
Doherty, guitar. They presented a
concert of songs of spring and of love.
The trio asks the club to provide a name
for their threesome-the prize to be a
return engagement.
At Club Night, May 27, David Lindsay
performed his own compositions of New
Age music on an acoustical guitar. Most
effective was Lonely Land, based on an

A.J.M. Smith poem and Indian folk
music.
John Lawson and Elizabeth Kilbourn

Music Committee
John Lawson reports that new members
of the music committee are: John
Caldwell, Graeme Page, Dorene
Seltzer, Patricia Wardrop, and John
Wimbs, joining Barbara Alien, John
Hore, Elizabeth Kilbourn, Stan King,
David Skene-Melvin, Joan Mitchell,
Violet Thresher and Patty Tompkins.

More More More-Music
Previews
A reminder that members' night,
September 18, will feature Music Viva
and Mary Lou Fallis on members' night,
October 16, will sing Sarah Binks.
If you miss the Gilbert and Sullivan
excerpts Club Night, July 8, Donna
Sherman returns with another and
different Gilbert and Sullivan program,
Club Night, October 7.
There will be another Festival of
,
Strings next season! Highlights are the
RCM Orchestra, playing Tchaikovsky's
Serenadefor Strings, at October 24
music table and Rennie Regehr
conducting Brahms' Symphony No. 2, on
club night, April 7.
Other new bookings include:
November 7 music table: David Zafer
and the University of Toronto
Chamber Orchestra.
November 25 club night: Canadian
Singers directed by Harvey Patterson,
eight vocalists with a totally Canadian
repertoire, both fun and serious.
December 9 club night: Eli Kassner
and his guitar orchestra returns.
John Lawson

JACK BUSH SEARCH
The Fine Art Department at the
University of Toronto is in the process of
compiling the complete works of the
artist Jack Bush (1909-1977). If any on*
owns one or knows of someone who
does, would they please contact Mary
Reid, Dep't. of Fine Art, University of
Toronto, 100 St. George St., M5S 1Al,
telephone, (416) 243-0841.

Opera Company, spending years as
artistic director and conductor of the
Vancouver International Festival, head
of the performing arts division of the
Canadian Centennial Commission--just
to name them all would take more space
than available here.
One distinction shines above most of
the others: after performing as artistic
director, producer and conductor of the
UN's 50th Anniversary celebration last
year, he was awarded a certificate
identifying him as a "Global Citizen."
It was just 50 years ago that another
distinguished conductor, Ettore
Mazzolini, head of the Royal
Conservatory of Music and president of
this club, introduced Niki to the Arts and
Letters Club. Another anniversary will
take place for him in two years when he
and Shelagh (nee Fraser, Toronto) will
celebrate their golden wedding
anniversary.
And is he happy with the club's
attention to music? "I think the club pays
attention to all artistic disciplines," he
says. "And I think they're doing much
more now, musically, since John
Lawson has become a kind of Arts and
Letters club impresario. He's very
productive and I think he's enjoying it

People of the Club

too."

*

It seems that everyone calls him by the
diminutive name of Niki, but there's
nothing diminutive about the career or
stature of life-member Nicholas
Goldschmidt, who at 87, is working
full-time as artistic director of two music
festivals. The first, to take place in
Ottawa next summer is called Canada
Sings-with the World. The second, the
more ambitious Music Canada2,000 to
take place in four years, is billed as a
"millennial celebration of Canadian
musical heritage and a confident,
optimistic and adventurous view of the
future."
He works out of an office on the 24th
floor of Metro Hall where even young
people call him Niki. He puts in a fiveday week, the days ranging from three to
seven hours each while he commissions
new musical compositions which will
have their premiere performances in
Toronto and across the country. Funding
for the million-dollar project is being
raised from private sector sponsors and
governments at all levels.
Although almost frightening in their

scope, Niki's two projects, considering
his long experience with festivals, are
almost routine. He was born in the
former Czechoslovakia where he studied
voice, piano and music theory before
beginning a career as conductor, to
which he added singer, teacher, director,
chorusmaster, administrator, pianist,
impresario, coach, commissioner and
producer-to quote from his citation
when awarded the Diplome d'Honneur
by the Canadian Conference of the Arts
in 1991. Among others, he was head of
the Guelph Spring Festival for 20 years,
of the Algoma Fall Festival, 23 years.
There were many honours along the
way: Companion of the Order of Canada,
several medals, honorary doctorates.
Before beginning his Canadian career,
he spent nine years in the U.S. as
director of opera schools, as well as
performer and teacher of German lieder.
He was brought to Toronto in 1946 as
head of the U. of T.'s Opera School, was
13 years guest conductor of various
national radio network orchestras, then
founder and conductor of the Canadian

Niki is "not at all critical" of the
club's music involvement. "You have to
keep a club separate from a professional
stage, and what the club does is give
aspiring young artists a platform. And I
think John somehow knows where to
find these people."
Does he exercise to keep fit? "Just
walking to and from the subway and
walking up all those stairs." And doesn't
he consider he is being overly optimistic
at the age 87 to be planning for the year
2000? "I don't give it a thought."
Fergus Cronin

SUMMER WATERING HOLES
FOR CLUB MEMBERS
Club members are reminded that the
University Club of Toronto, The Toronto
Press Club, and The Royal Canadian
Military Institute have all agreed to be
our home away from home with the
same arrangements as last year while the
club is closed in August.
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PHOTOGRAPHY Committee

Choir News

The Photography Committee met on May 22 at the Photographic
Resources section of the AGO. Maia Sutnik, the manager, gave
us an enthusiastic talk about the exhibition on display and then
took us into the "security envelope" of the Resources. There we
were shown several original photographs from the collection and
offered an explanation about each one including historical
information about the photographer. After our tour, we returned
to the club for lunch with Maia as our guest. If anyone is
interested in joining us, please call Elizabeth Siegfried,
538-9585.
Our next meeting takes place at the club, Wednesday, June 26,
then we will not meet again until Sept. 25.

The club Choir is approaching the end of its second year of
existence under the leadership of Roger Hobbs. Approximately
20 club members have been involved since its beginning. Those@
who cannot participate over the whole year are welcome to take
part on special occasions provided that they attend several
practices before the event. We meet on Monday afternoons
between 4:00 and 6:00 in the third floor studio.
To date we have participated in many club events: the Boar's
Head Dinner, Club Nights, LAMPSweek, and the Spring Show.
At the Annual General Meeting we lead the traditional singing of
the Constitution instituted by Healey Willan many years ago. In
addition to all this, we also enjoy singing the music of Byrd,
Bach and Faure.
A short meeting was held on May 27 to consider our future
course. It was agreed that we would continue to participate in
club activities and would not attempt to stage our own event as
yet. It is hoped that a small budget can be allotted to the choir by
the Executive Committee so that we can buy music.
There will be one more musical gathering on June 17.
Practices will resume September 9.

BOAR'S HEAD INPUT WANTED
Although summer is barely here, the 1996 Boar's Head
committee is in place and has begun planning the great event.
Some decisions have been made. This year the dinner will take
place one night only and will be more in keeping with tradition.
For the rest, the committee members, Peter Hart (Chair), John
Rammell and Betty Postill, welcome club members' input
during the summer in the form of memories and suggestions. The
committee will be meeting on SEPTEMBER 15 to set the
programme.
The format of the entertainment has been the subject of a
great deal of discussion amongst members. Roly Pincoe, with
his many years of experience behind the scenes at the ceremony,
is our chief resource. If you have any ideas on the subject,
including whether or not we should even have formal
entertainment, please let the committee know before September
15, or, come to the meeting that evening, with scripts, positive
ideas and enthusiastic commitment.
Date to remember: Thursday, December 12, 1996. Watch
LAMPSletter for details. The dinner will be served and the price
no more than $50. including tax.
Peter Hart

Reg Wallace

Writers' Group
For writers to agree on the number of plots extant, is akin to
finding agreement among schoolmen as to how many angels can
dance on the head of a pin. Or so it proved at the May meeting of
our group. Intellectual sparks threatened to set off the fire alarm O
and the discussion grew so spirited that even Robertson Davies
joined in! An informative and entertaining time was had by all,
proving that this is a place for good talk and good
companionship in the club.
David Skene-Melvin

A DISCOVERY!

Mary Wagler (member) (416) 961-8597 Retired draftsperson,
plans to participate in the Friday open studio and attend music
events particularly. Proposer: Zora Buchanan

While our new archivists, Dick and Ginny Storr, were sifting
through the archives, Dick unearthed an illuminated
manuscript-an address from the Arts and Letters Club to
Vincent Massey when he was appointed Canadian Ambassador
to Washington in 1927. The manuscript is displayed in the
cabinet downstairs and, like the Book of Kells in Ireland, pages
will be turned regularly, so that each time you come into the club
you will be illuminated. This manuscript will, in a few months,
go to the Fisher Rare Book Library along with other selected
archives.

TECHNO-GLITCH!

June Reminders

Susan Ioannou's new book of poetry is entitled Where the Light
Waits, not 'wails' as reported in the last issue. Faulty fax
transmission responsible. Apologies to Susan.

Tuesday, September 3: Club Night: Photo Portraits

Membership: Who's new
Helen Guest (professional) (416) 691-6001 Business writer,
especially interested in literary table, writers' group and music
events. Proposer: Wentworth Walker

LAMPSletter deadline: Friday, July 26, 1 p.m.
Items received after that date will be held for the next issue.
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Music Table addition June 27: Robin Ridsdill, Soprano

September Previews
Editor:
Pat Stewart
What's On and Copy Editor: Gladys Houck
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Music Table
June 27
Features Robin Ridsdill, soprano, in her final year at the
Faculty of Music, York University, with accompanist
Karen Ryual. The program includes pieces by Scarlatti,
Gluck, Pergolesi, Dvorak and Rymal. Robin has
appeared with Opera in Concert, The Toronto Operetta
Theatre, The Opera Hamilton Chorus and has recently
won the Peggy Sampson Bursary at York. Karen Ryual
is a well known Canadian composer, pianist and
organist, and is a member of the Vocal Faculty in the
Faculty of Music at York. She is a cantor at Blessed
Sacrament Church and also at Holy Blossom Temple.
Music Table
Thursday, July 11
Vadim Serebryany, pianist from the Julliard School of
Music, New York. Program includes Beethoven's Piano
Sonata in E Major and Schumann's Kreisleriana.Born in
Russia, Vadim came to Toronto at age 3. After studying
at the Royal Conservatory he was accepted into the
highly selective accelerated Bachelor/Master's degree
program at the Julliard School where he has just
completed his third year.
a ~~~~~ ~
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Saturday, July 6
At Donna and Alan Eagle's in Mansfield. Maps at the
bar. Paint, draw or photograph in the morning and arrive
at the Eagles' for lunch with food, wine and friends,
noonish. Be prepared to show your work. Even if you do
not paint, draw or photograph, but wish to enjoy good
company and conversation, come anyway.
Call Jack Carr for further information, 444-6517.

S

S

Tuesday, July 2
Greek Expectations:
and Art Committee Show opening
(see front page for details)
Monday, July 8

Gilbert & Sullivan Workshop
by
The Royal Conservatory of Music
Donna Sherman, conductor and director
Barbara Legge, assistant director
David Smith, pianist
Staged and costumed, the performance includes
excerpts from The Piratesof Penzance, The Gondoliers,
Ruddigore, The Mikado, H.M.S. Pinafore and
The Sorcerer. Six soloists will perform.
Monday, July 15
in the Board room
Film: Lost Horizon
Frank Capra's 1937 classic adventure-romance film
starring Ronald Coleman and Jane Wyatt.
Monday, July 22
in the Board room
Film: The Ladykillers
Ealing Studio's most popular comedy stars Alex Guiness
as the leader of a gang of thieves masquerading as a
string quartet. Katie Johnson plays the senior citizen
who proves to be more than they bargained for.

Friday, July 5
Whither the Writers' Group?

Thereprogram
is no formal
for July, but meet as usual

at 12 noon on Tuesdays for light lunch and conversation
in the LAMPSroom.

During August, join your friends for lunch at the Toronto
Press Club on Tuesdays from 12 noon to 2:00 p.m.

Election of a new chairperson (incumbent not available)
and a brainstorming session to prepare for the year to
come. Preparation necessary for a repeat Celebrationof

PrintBook Fair for a club night in December as well as
responsibility for the "Literature" input for
LAMPSweek, 1997.

wk caps19
Put on yourLM
thinking
and come out.

Enter at Old Ed's on King St. and turn right.

LAMPSletter deadline:
Friday, July 26, 1 p.m. Items received after that date will be held for the next issue.
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Your Club executive met
S
for the second time on July
22, smack in the middle of
summer, but with only one
member missing. Reports
i/ , ^Q\'
S on issues discussed will be
available in executive
minutes to be posted in
September. A central focus for us will be increased
membership involvement which translates directly
into more meaningful membership experience.
Participating members are the strength of any club,
and it has been our members-some famous, some
not-so-famous-who have made the Arts and
Letters Club a major force in the artistic life of
Toronto and of Canada. Participation clearly
brings its own reward. As we begin a new season,
I hope that every member has found an absorbing
Club activity. If you haven't, call me and I'll try to
help!
As for summer activities, we had fun on the
final July Club Night when conveners Shirley
Pounsett and John Twomey arranged one of our
"cheap and cheerful" dinners and a screening of
The Ladykillers, an hilarious early '50s British
film starring Alec Guinness. The Activities
Committee has done a consistently fine job with
Club Nights-always varied and interesting.
But do remember to reserve early for Club
events (except for Literary Table and Friday
Lunch, now a fixture in Club life). Reservations
facilitate food planning, keeping costs and hence
meal prices down. Check the monthly calendar on
the back of the LAMPSletter for events you wish
to attend and reserve with Molly in the Club office
promptly. And if you must cancel (charges
otherwise do apply!), please do so at least 24 hours
in advance.
And to enhance future Club activities, one of
our newer members, architect John Wimbs, has
purchased, with the Club, a first-class drum set.
Talented John not only acts and dances but is also
a jazz percussionist of considerable ability. Watch
for him with the "Elm Street Trio" (you know the
other two members!) at Friday Lunches, Club
Nights and special events.
Ezra Schabas

iTaxt

·

·

The

&¶I
ATMJMw

MEMBERS' DINNER
Wednesday, September 18
6:00 p.m. for 7:00 p.m.

MENU
Sherried Consomme with Wild Mushrooms
Lobster and Spinach Strudel
Pork Tenderloin with Hazelnuts and Brandy
Scalloped Sweet Potatoes
Fresh Vegetables
Banana Fritters with Warm Chocolate Sauce

Featuring Presentation of the 1995-96 Executive
Committee list by Tom McNeely
and, for the first time at the Club,
the renowned quintet

Musica Viva & Friends
CeciliaIgnatieff piano
Vicki Blechta,flute
Grigory Goldberg, cello
andfiends
Senia Jhdbashnik, oboist
MichIle Gaudreau,mezzo soprano

For this presentation,
pianist, oboist and flutist will perform
Bach, Schubert, Gaubert and Damase.
Arrangements by John Lawson, Music Committee

Price: $22.00
PLEASE RESERVE
·

ACTIVITIES
The Activities Committee has an engaging list of events lined up
for the fall season: provocative speakers, special musical events,
book launches, a three-night run of a stage play, and, as always,
our popular "cheap and cheerful" Monday Club Nights.
Also this year we plan a return to more formal Members'
Dinners-tablecloths, candles, the works. The price will be
somewhat higher ($22.00), but we promise you a better meal,
served at the table. Now that you've seen it in print, you'll know
it must be true! And the entertainment will be first-rate!
If you'd like to know more about a specific event, please
contact the following:

DRAWN from the
Art Committee

Club Nights: Shirley Pounsett (unless otherwise noted)
Literary Table: Ken Purvis
Writers' Group: Bill Belfontaine

I

Members' Dinners: Russell Morrison
Ou -o

Music Table: John Lawson
Minds on the Move: John Pepin
Theatre: Karina Rammell
Boar's Head Dinner: Peter Hart
Holiday Lunches: Jeanie Hersenhoren
Children's Holiday Party: Beth Firstbrook
New Year's Eve Gala: Gordon Fulton
LAMPS Week/Art Committee Club Nights: BarbaraAllen
Member at large: Jane Drynan

Margaret McBurney

MEMBERSHIP: Who's New?
John and Ellen Frei (members) (416) 369-9564
John, retired pathologist, now concentrating full time on interests
in watercolours, photography, music. And Ellen, with a
background in French literature and docent experience at
Montreal's Museum of Fine Art and the Burlington Art Centre,
plans, among other things, to sing with our choir. Proposer: Jane
Champagne.
Alison Mitchell (member) (416) 929-7298
After an intense international career in the world of economics,
now looking to develop long-standing interests in all the arts,
including textiles and ceramics. Proposer: Zoe Girling.

Boar's Head Dinner 1996
A reminder ... to submit ideas, suggestions, etc., to the committee
(Peter Hart, Betty Postill and John Rammell) by September 15.
Please note that the committee will meet on September 18, at 5:15
p.m., in the Boardroom, before the Members' Dinner, not
September 15, as previously announced.
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The opening festivities of the Art Committee Show were a
resounding success. More than 70 members and friends
sipped ouzo and feasted on great Greek food, the bold ones
baring, I mean wearing, their kitons, and little else. Mary
Corelli, Archie Arbuckle and John Snell brought
anecdotes, and slides (John's), of an enjoyable trip to Greece.
Barbara Allen co-ordinated the event and Di Hore found us
some wonderful costumes in our theatre wardrobe.

Club artists were pleased that four paintings sold in the last
two shows. (You might not be aware that the club receives
20% of every sale.)

&

Thanks to Ray Cattell, the Keys to the Executive and
Presidents lists have been brought up to date and are back in
the Lounge. Also, look for the list of the 22 Club members
who have received the Order of Canada, and of whom the
Club is justly proud.
New members of the Art Committee: Doug Purdon,
Exhibition Chair; Sylvia Kirkpatrick, Secretary; Barbara
Allen, Opening Events Convener; Stephen Bulger, Neville
Clarke, Judith Graham, Tom McNeely and Vernon
Mould. Continuing second year members: Mary Corelli,
Jessica Steven, John Sullivan. Ad infinitum: Past Chairmen
Franklin Arbuckle, Ray Cattell, Bill Sherman, John
Snell, Art Steven, Les Tibbles. Karen Jacobson Brown
continues as Curator.
Artsweek this year is being co-ordinated by Neville Clarke.
The Club will be open to the public on Thursday, October 3,
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., with artists painting in the
studio on the third floor, guest artists welcome to join them.
Lunch (with reservations required) in the Great Hall will be
followed by a concert. Volunteers to answer questions and
provide information about the Club (two-hour stints) are
required. Please contact Neville Clarke, (905) 428-9237. 1

And look for news of the Visual Arts Table to commence in
October!
Zora Buchanan

2

Ideas for the '90s: AView of
Ontario Architects' Work
A selection from the Ideas And
Presentationsexhibition shown earlier
this year at the Ontario Association of
Architects headquarters will be on view
in the Great Hall October 14 to 25, 1996.
Concurrent with this exhibit of intriguing
and diverse work by architects, the Club
invites architect members to submit
sketches, watercolours, oils, architectural
renderings, etc., for a juried show to be
held in the Lounge. Submissions must
be received by October 12, 1996. For
further information, contact John
Wimbs, (416) 239-7508.

Writers' Group Report

*

Retiring chairman David Skene-Melvin
welcomes Bill Belfontaine to the
Writers' Group chair and thanks
heartfeltedly George Forster, Michael
John Plato, Alisa Satchel, MaryAnn
Shemnansky and Eve Yates for serving
on the Letters Committee and so ably
assisting him in making the Writers'
Group a vibrant part of the Club. A selfhelp and support group for practising and
burgeoning writers, the Group directs its
attention to all aspects of the writing art:
exploration of the craft itself, analysis of
marketing techniques, advocacy of the
dignity of the writer, voluntary
aspirant/professional guidance, and
promotion of members' work.
All Club members are most welcome
to attend luncheon meetings on the first
Friday of every month during the Club
year. Anyone with suggestions for
programme content or speakers please
contact Bill Belfontaine. We look
forward to increased attendance which
will necessitate a move out of the
LAMPS Room into the Boardroom!

An exhibition of paintings to celebrate
the life and work of Charles Hilder,
1915-1995, will be held at Gallery 306,
80 Spadina (at King), from September 19
to 28. Opening reception, Saturday,
September 21, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Charles
was a longtime member of the club.
Kay Murray-Weber was interviewed
recently on CIUT 89.5 FM by Jody
Glaser about her exhibition at the
Peartree Restaurant on Parliament Street.
If the daylight version of "moonlighting"
is working for no pay, then at least some
sort of recognition should come to Ezra
Schabas, Ron Earley and Gail
Robinson. Not only do they perform at
the Club the occasional evening, but
they've also done "day jobs" at Princess
Margaret Lodge in recent weeks. (The
Lodge houses out-of-town cancer
patients who are being treated at various
Toronto hospitals.) And Malcolm
Sinclair, and his friend David McCain,
of Robby Burns Night renown, have
done a stint or two as well. All that
reported by George Garlock, who
typically didn't include mention of his
own endeavours at the Lodge!
On June 14, Kati Rekai, CM, received
the prestigious Sierhey Khamra Ziniak
Award, presented by Leslie Sole,
President of CFMT-TV, who established
the award, on behalf of the Canadian
Ethnic Journalists' and Writers' Club,
for her outstanding contribution to
multilingual journalism as author,
journalist and broadcaster, and for her
contribution to the international
understanding of Canada through
Canadian book exhibitions overseas.

Writers' Group Previews

Zora Buchanan loves her garden
(recently featured on CBC-TV) and
happily shared the joy and inspiration
she derives from it with Club members
and friends one summer afternoon in
August.

Friday, October 4: John Twomey,
Faculty of Ryerson University, on
Writing Radio Plays. John has had a long
and successful career writing radio plays,
with many produced by the CBC, and
will pass on his accumulated know-how
to aspiring playwrights.

Peter Hart recently presented a paper to
the annual general meeting of the
Canadian Society for Civil Engineering
(CSCE) describing the "probable
development of the professional and
learned societies together with

David Skene-Melvin

*

MEMBERS' NEWS

engineering from pre-Roman times to the
present day with particular reference to
Civil Engineering and the CSCE."
Whew!
In Stirling, Scotland, Doug Purdon will
have an exhibition of his paintings at the
Cornerstone Gallery, September 14 to
October 8.
At the Shaw Festival, David Ben's
magical performances in The Conjuror
continue until September 14. "Logicdefying illusions" combining the talents
of "one of Canada's most celebrated
broadcasters" (Patrick Watson) and "one
of its most unusual young talents." Still
time to catch a show!
Founding President of Theatre Ontario,
Michael Spence was on hand in North
Bay for the May presentations of the
Michael Spence 25th Anniversary Award
to deserving candidates from Ontario's
five community theatre regions.
In July, poems by Susan Ioannou
appeared in CanadianLiterature, in
Pockets, and in the anthology, Thru The
Smoky End Boards. As guest instructor
in Ryerson's publishing programme,
Susan also led a workshop on editing
poetry, and an interview about her work
will be aired on In Other Words, CKLNFM 88.1, on October 1.
Public Art Administrator for Toronto's
National Trade Centre at Exhibition
Place, Karen Mills recently co-ordinated
an international competition for works
integrating art and architecture. The two
winners: Hall of Names (a hanging forest
of anonymous common first names) and
Shoreline (a patterned paving
installation). She has also initiated an
apprenticeship programme allowing
young Canadian artists direct
involvement in all aspects of
commissioned art projects.
If you should happen to tune in to
Gilmour'sAlbums Saturday, September
21, CBC-FM at 11:00 a.m., or to the
repeat broadcast Sunday, September 22,
CBC-AM at 12:00 p.m., you'll hear a
segment from Jean Edwards' Song
Spectrum. And to hear Jean in person,
watch for the Mississauga Symphony
programming for December 7!
3

Report from Stage

Our April show, Spring To Life--lighthearted, fast-moving, funny-was
happily received, and with enthusiasm
even from the doubters. Prompted by the
success of its new format, we have
decided to let weighty all-cast production
numbers be a thing of the past. And now
we're on to CabaretCarousel
preparation with the expertise of Ruth
Morawetz, for LAMPSweek 1997, and
the comedy-thriller Anybody For
Murder? in late October, combining
director/producer talents of Peter Hart
and Mike Spence. See below for more
details.

Anybody for Murder?
The Theatre Committee's fall
production, a comedy-thriller by
Clemens Spooner, will be presented
October 30, 31 and November 1. Six
characters: Max, an early retiree, late
fifties; Janet, his wife, about 10 years
younger, blond; Suzie, his mistress,
about 20 years younger, redhead; Edgar,
an alcoholic crime writer; Mary: a
formidable woman, late forties; and
George, her henpecked lawyer husband.
All on a Greek island.
AUDITION READING, Thursday,
September 5, 6:30 p.m., in the
Boardroom.
FIRST REHEARSAL, Tuesday,
September 10, 6:30 p.m., in the
Boardroom.
Scripts available through Monty Larkin,
652-9493, or by purchase from Samuel
French.

Cabaret Carousel
On October 10, at 7:00 p.m., in the Great
Hall, the Theatre Committee will host a
Cabaret Carouselin preparation for
LAMPSweek 1997. And we have Ruth
4

Morawetz supplying the words and
music! Club members interested in
performing in Cabaret '97 are invited to
come along and air their talentssingles, duos, trios; Noel Cowardites,
Flanders and Swanites; budding
Garlands, Piafs, Aznavours. All are
welcome. If you wish to bring your own
material, please do so and Ruth will
tickle the ivories to the tempo of your
choosing.
It promises to be a cheery merry-goround, with the sky the limit in the
search for talent to make Cabaret '97 a
not-to-be-missed event!
John Wimbs

Sunday Drawing and
Painting
Starts October 6. Drawing and paintin*
from life and costumed models. Still life
compositions will also be set up. These
sessions are open to the public, so please
pass the word. The fall semester will
consist of eleven four-hour units. Cost:
$100.00. Cheques should be made
payable to the Arts and Letters Club.
Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring a
small lunch. Please note that there will
be 15 spaces only available on a firstcome, first-served basis. Contact Sandra
Henderson (5:00 to 7:00 p.m.) at (416)
920-3258.

And two LAMPSletter smiles....
Ken Purvis reads recently, in the
Melbourne Herald Sun, that the
"magnificent" 102-year-old Savage Club
in that city has disallowed women guests
at lunch in a proposed combined dining
facility, by a majority of 10 to 1, at "the
best attended annual general meeting in
living memory." A member can,
however, now take a woman visitor to
the club at least once, possibly to a
scheduled Sunday afternoon tea-this
acknowledged to be, however, "the first
step towards the destruction of the
atmosphere, ambiance and integrity of
the club." This is Aussie humour, right?
Ken assumes the chaps are afraid the
women will invade their washroom!
Just as we were preparing to leave for a
week of watercolour instructing at
Killarney, we were approached by a TV
agent to have a commercial shot at our
"Cape Cod" house while we were away.
But the director, from California, didn't
like the black doors and shutters. Could
they change the colour? When we
returned, the place was just "real
pretty"-robin's-egg blue garage door
and window shutters, a canary-yellow
front door, added window boxes filled
with artificial tulips, and barrels of
flowers by the walk. In fact, the lad who
cuts the grass says he drove by the place
and thought he was on the wrong street.
Then the painters arrived and now it's a
sober black again. If you see an "Ultra
Tide" commercial that fits, it's probably
us! (Les Tibbles)

Photography
The Photography Committee has
scheduled a photography exhibition for
January 1997. The show, to be juried by
the committee, will be open to all Club
members. The committee is also
interested in finding volunteers to
document club events. Eager
photographers please contact Elizabeth@
Siegfried at 538-9585. Next meeting:
September 25, at 12:00 noon. New
members are most welcome.

September 3-13
1996

in the Great Hall
GREAT PHOTOGRAPHIC
PORTRAITS OF
MEMBERS

by
JIM PARR

in the Lounge
MEMBERS' PAINTINGS
from MEMBERS'
COLLECTIONS
)((
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When publishers for the late C.S. Lewis
decided last year to squeeze one more
book out of the popular academic's
work, one they would call Readingsfor
Meditation and Reflection, they wanted
the jacket of the book to consist of a
quiet watercolour of Oxford where
Lewis taught. For the artist, they chose
our own Tom McNeely after seeing
some of his work in an art magazine.
Tom calls himself an
illustrator/painter. He identifies with
N.C. Wyeth who illustrated the books of
Robert Louis Stevenson, "illustrations
that still stand up a century later." It is
appropriate that Tom was chosen to do
the end-papers for a score of books by a
modern-day Stevenson, Pierre Berton.
Tom works out of an unbelievably
cluttered but organized studio, a single
room in a labyrinthine building at 63A
Yorkville Avenue. He finds it handy to
the Bay bus that helps him scoot down to
lunch at the Club almost every Friday.
He sees the Club as "a lovely oasis
where you can meet kindred souls and
just relax."
His list of commissions, art shows
and awards would do credit to someone
much older than his 61 years. The
Stratford Festival, the Skydome, the
National Arts Centre, London Life,
Imperial Oil, Trans Canada Pipelines,

Music Previews
General Motors-these are among the
many who have solicited brochures and
posters from Tom. An Ontario
government building sports a mural of
his, measuring nine by 18 feet. Among
several awards he was particularly
pleased with one from the
Communications Arts Magazine of
California.
Over a period of several years he did
posters for a National Geographicseries,
Visions of America, consisting of visuals
to represent each of 17 U.S. regions-which made him a natural choice when
The Globe & Mail decided to produce
several maps showing the various natives
of Canada along with their artifacts, such
as how their canoes varied across the
country. "Research takes as long as
anything else I do."
And he is adding to his list of
distinguished clients by producing (as a
volunteer, and with the help of his son,
Tom McNeely Jr.), a new system for
Arts and Letters Club displays and
promotions. "Instead of having to take
two weeks to produce a poster for a
show or exhibit," Tom explains, "we can
now do it within hours."
Tom describes his work as doing
"images on commission for stories,
posters, book covers, promotional
materials, visuals for sales staff. An
illustrator has to work on all kinds of
subjects and have enough skills to paint
or draw anything on demand."
Another favour for the Club is his
novel approach to producing a
representation of the current executive:
he's doing it all with 20 individual
watercolour portraits and it will be hung
next month (September).
For a change of pace, Tom indulges in
sculpture, once built a series of rocking
horses for his five grandchildren.
One of the wall decorations in his
studio proves that Tom does not take
himself too seriously. It's three
dimensional and looks like modern art, a
series of multi-coloured shapes. "That's
the way the paint dribbled onto my
rags," Tom explains. "There's something
about them that has a charm and richness
that you sometimes struggle to get into
painting."

Thursday, October 3:
Jil Filion, soprano, (star of
Phantom of the Opera at Pantages)
with Richard Coombs, piano,
presenting French and Spanish
songs. You'll remember her in
L 'Elizir d'Amore during
LAMPSweek last year.

Fergus Cronin

continued on page 6

Monday, October 7:
Gilbert & Sullivan workshop,
Royal Conservatory of Music
Wednesday, October 16:
Mary Lou Fallis, soprano and
comedienne, performing
selections from The SarahBinks
Songbook (text by Paul
Hebert, music by John Greer)
Plus well-known Canadian music
personalities-Richard Bradshaw, Bruce
Surtees, and others. And watch for
performances by stars of the Kiwanis
Festival and by students of Dixon Hall,
well-known inner-city community
facility.

Music Reviews
On Club Night, June 3, we were treated
to a rare musical event-Club member
Lou Applebaum, one of Canada's most
distinguished composers, opened the
evening by asking some profound and
thought-provoking questions about what
constitutes Jewish music. To answer
these questions, he introduced Ben
Steinberg, composer, conductor, cantor
and music director at Temple Sinai.
Steinberg, at the piano, explored the
musical roots of the Israeli national
anthem, tracing the folksongs it
resembles and, on transposing into the
major key, turned it into "I'm a little
teapot ..."! Then he took us back to

explore, with wit, humour and
sensitivity, the origins of Jewish music
and its development through the years in
contact with other cultures. And he gave
us an intimate and fascinating look at
Yiddish music with a side swing into the
so popular Klezmer music.
A highly successful year of
presentations by the Music Committee
came to a close in a brilliant finale at the
5

CALL FOR ENTRIES for
The Members' Juried Art Show
September 15 to October 11, 1996
Framed and ready-to-hang works in all media
will be accepted
Drawing, Painting, Original Printmaking and
Photography
(We regret that at the present time we do not have
the facilities to accept sculpture.)
Jurors for this show will be: Lesley Sirluck, Tom
McNeely and Franklin Arbuckle
Works can be delivered to the Club Sunday,
September 15, 1996 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING ART
EXHIBITIONS
Sept. 3-13

Great Photographic Portraits of Members by
Jim Parr. Members' Paintings from
Members' Collections
Sept. 15-Oct. 11 Autumn Painting Show (Juried)
Oct. 15-Oct. 25
Architectural Drawings
Oct. 28-Nov. 22
Donald Mackay Houston Paintings
Nov. 23-29
Members' Small Paintings Show (Juried)
Dec. 2-Jan. 10
Christmas Posters
Jan. 13-Jan. 31
Photographs by Members (Juried)
Feb. 3-Feb. 28
Paintings of the Frozen North by Members
(Juried)
NOTE: There will be a members' juried show at the Aird Gallery
early in 1997, dates to be published as soon as they are finalized.
Members wishing to have an exhibition of their work in 1997-98
at the Club should apply in writing to the Art Committee for
consideration.

continuedfrom page 5
Music Table of July 11, with pianist Vadin Serebryavy, a student
at the Juilliard School and competitor in the prestigious Leeds
Piano Competition. He performed Beethoven's Sonata Opus 109
with technical bravura and emotional richness, and Schumann's m
Kraislerianawith the brilliance and perception which assures his
position among the major young Canadian piano virtuosi.
Another brilliant young pianist was with us on June 13. Micah
Yui displayed her virtuoso technique in Liszt's Mephisto Waltz,
and her interpretative strength in Haydn's seldom heard E Flat
Major Sonata.
Our two gala musical Club Nights brought first Donna
Sherman and her students from the Conservatory in an evening
of Gilbert and Sullivan--excerpts from Mikado, Pirates of
Penzance, Ruddigore. Many in the large and enthusiastic
audience were humming along with Nanki-Poo and Frederick.
And then our Canadian Three Tenors-Robert de Vrij, Peter
Martino and Andrea Garofolo--gave us popular tenor arias from
Verdi and Puccini, as well as popular Italian songs. Plus a
wonderfully musical Happy Birthday to John Lawson, diligent
and capable mastermind of our musical season at the Club.
Elizabeth Kilgour

Reminder
During Club closing in August, some Literary Table regulars
continue to meet over lunch on Tuesdays.
Join us at 12:00 noon, in the Toronto Press Club, 276 King Street
West (on your right after entering Old Ed's Restaurant, NW
corner of King and Duncan).

LAMPSletter deadline changed
Please note again that beginning in September the deadline for
the LAMPSletter will fall on the second Friday of the month,
September's deadline then being September 13, at 1:00 p.m.
Please note again, too, that the Stewart fax will not be operating
until November so please fax material to the Club. The Stewart
telephone number until November is (519) 534-2575.

Douglas Purdon

SEPTEMBER 15-OCTOBER 11, 1996

AUTUMN PAINTING SHOW
The Arts and Letters Club cordially invites you
to an AUTUMN VERNISSAGE of members' work
on Sunday, September 15,1996
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
We will be serving up some mellow jazz, tasty
tidbits, with as usual a cash bar
Invitations for relatives and friends available in
the box on the bar
MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW

0

0

Friday, September 6, noon
Explore the War on Your Copyright
Join John Mason, President of the Periodical Writers
Association of Canada (PWAC) as he discusses the
current explosion of electronic copyright infringement by
the media barons.
Discover how you too can join the fight to protect your
income.
All are welcome to attend.

6

S

liii.

I~ffeJ mUG miU

L'~
I.1Y

i~

Wednesday, September 11:
Finding the right stage for The Merchant of Venice-Bernie Farber, National Director Community Relations,
Canadian Jewish Congress
Mr. Farber's talk centres on three issues:
* antisemitism in the time of Shakespeare and the
character of Shylock as an antisemitic caricature.
* past presentations of The Merchant of Venice by
the Stratford Festival and its impact on the Jewish
community.
* the accusation of censorship against the CJC in
relation to its historical concerns about the play.
Mr. Farber will also review the position taken by the CJC
regarding the teaching of the play. As well he will
examine the way in which the CJC has historically dealt
with The Merchant of Venice as compared to how other
groups approached Showboat.

0
September 3:
Denise Williams, soprano, often described as
Canada's Kathleen Battle, returns (after her
Pamena in May's Magic Flute) for a solo
engagement to start our music season.
September 12:
Nicholas Rathe, pianist, will perform Beethoven,
Liszt and Schumann. Nicholas combines medical
and musical training and recently participated in
the Three Doctors Concert to raise scholarship
funds for Canadian Music Competitions.

0

0

Tuesday, September 3:
Art Opening: Jim Parr's Photo Portraits and Movie:
Blowout.
Vanessa Redgrave and David Hemmings star in
Michelangelo Antonioni's mystery drama about a
day in the life of a photographer in swinging
London circa 1966.
Monday, September 9:
Bata Show Museum presentation by Jonathan
Walford, Curator of the collection.
Monday, September 16:
Richard Landon, Director of the Thomas Fisher
Rare Book Library, discusses the Arts and Letters
Club's Archives.
Monday, September 23:
Herbert Whittaker: I want you to meet my friend
John Fraser,journalist and Master of Massey
College.
Monday, September 30:
Faculty of Music Historical Performance
Ensembles, with Timothy McGee, Director, present
renaissance and baroque music.

SIe

Tuesday, September 3:
No meeting.
Tuesday, September 10:
Summer Reading-a round table on what you read
by the lake or in the garden.
Tuesday, September 17:
Jane Champagne, who wields a pen as well as a
brush, introduces her book Painting The Ontario
Landscape.

September 19:
Ellen Jung, violinist, is a student in the
Performance Programme at the Faculty of Music,
after studies at the Royal Conservatory of Music
where she was a scholarship student for nine
consecutive years. She is a member of the awardwinning Jung Trio with sisters Jennie and Julie.

Tuesday, September 24:
Laurence Coward talks about G and S, two
Savoyards.

September 26:
Vilma Vitols, mezzo soprano, recently won the
Ontario Music Scholarship of the Royal Overseas
League and will perform throughout England this
summer. She is a graduate of U of T's Opera
Division, having previously obtained her Master's
degree in philosophy.

Saturday, September 7, at Patricia and Pat Hume's
(maps at the club). All members and guests are
welcome, including those who wish to do some
sketching, painting or drawing. Bring some food and
wine for a potluck lunch after the morning's work. For
further information, contact Jack Carr, 444-6517.

~

Editor:
Guest Editor:
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Pat Stewart
Barbara Oliver
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President's Notes
Don Gracey, in his speech to the club,M

W alter Pitman

1, 1996, stated that "a vibrant
artistic and cultural community feeds
May

Learning Through The Arts

back to us and reinforces our sense of
\

community... it articulates our hopes,

Wednesday, October 9

fears and aspirations... (But) to date the

12:00 noon

artistic and cultural community has not
been effective in selling its message".

Individually, many of us do much to support the arts.
Acting as a club, however, we could add strength to our individual efforts. To explore this idea further, your executive

Walter Pitman, former club member, former

M.P.P., M.P. and President of Ryerson

Polytechnic University, will examine the
impact which the trivialization of the arts
throughout the educational system has had

asked John Pepin to convene a small committee. It has now

recommended that we seriously consider becoming actively
involved in the community. For example, John has suggested
creating a speaker's bureau composed of club members who

on the arts in Canada.

would be willing to speak to other clubs, schools and commu*

ove

will

at 12:30

nity groups. He believes that the club could sponsor competitions, organize workshops and seminars for the general public,

The presentation will begin at 12:30 p.m.

the internet, establish scholarships and plan other ways to help
young arts students.
Does it sound too radical for the Arts and Letters club?
John doesn't think so. However, before he makes recommendations to the executive, he would like to have your views.
How, if at all, should the club reach out to the community?
And, if it does, how can it do it most effectively? Please write
to John with your suggestions, either to the club, or 198
Howland Ave., Toronto, M5R 3B6, or fax at (416)538-4444.
Two years ago, an awards committee chaired by Margaret

Minds on the Move.

and end at 1:30 p.m. to allow those club
members with limited time to also enjoy

prepare articles about the club and its work for the media and

Anybody For M urder?
t

JUSt

McBurney recommended that an annual Arts and Letters

A stellar

member) who has made a significant contribution to the arts

Gordo

Award be presented by the club to an individual (not a club
in Toronto during the award year and previous years, and who
has much community visibility. The recipient will receive a
handsome certificate prepared by a club artist, a club medal-

/

/Oct.

lion which Anne Mirvish has agreed to design, and an hon-

T

ourary life membership. The executive approved these recom-

Ezra Schabas

e for Hallowe'en!
: Connie Briant, Jack Carr,
t

iton, John Rammell, Virginia
ieloff and Levi Weber.

30, 31 and Nov. 1
at 8:00 p.m.

Curtain

Tickets include dessert and coffee/tea

mendations on May 9, 1994.

Now we must decide who will be the first award winner.
Club members and community organizations are asked to
send nominations to the club, to the attention of the awards
committee chairman, John McKellar, with a short biography
or
ome nominee and your reasons for the nomination. We hope
to present the award at the March members night-we'll call
it "Awards Night".

"

after the show .... $15.00
Please reserve with Molly.

Please reserve With Molly.

A reminder that the club serves evening
meals,
th e
a t before
b e f o r e the
t o eeat
w a n t to
f you want
s o if
m e a l s so

(
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show, please tell Molly.
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!!!! Theatre Excursion !!!!
The club has arranged a group booking for the acclaimed play
ARCADIA, starring Fiona Reid and R.H. Thomson, at the
Canadian Stage, on Tuesday, October 22, at a special price of
$27.00 for first class seats. We may meet at the club for a
snack supper beforehand. As a follow-up to this event,
ARCADIA's lead actor will be Herbert Whittaker's guest at
Club Night on Monday, November 4, when Herbie presents, I
want you to meet my friend ... R.H. Thomson. Please book

with Molly before October 8.

Computer Help Wanted
We need a computer-friendly member to help us keep our
membership data base up-to-date on a monthly basis. Little
time required. Please call Margaret McBurney if you could
give us a hand.
Members may be interested to know that the Milton Bradley
Canadian Scrabble Championships will be held at the club for
three days in October (Friday evening, October 18 to Sunday,
October 20). Hmmmm ... Arts and LETTERS.... of course.

M.McB.

MEMBERSHIP: Who's New?
David J. Turnbull (professional) (416) 439-4180
A professor at Seneca College and a photographer, David is
rejoining the club after an absence of a few years. He is
interested in black and white photography, writing and
communications.

Tom Hull
Tom Hull died suddenly on August 15 in his 75th year. He
had for nearly 20 years struggled with a less than perfect
heart, but managed to enjoy life to the full and contribute in
many ways to the Arts and Letters club through his excellent
photographs of Spring Revues, Boars' Head Dinners, art
outings and so on. He liked the club and participated in lively
conversations at lunch which he attended regularly.
Tom was a Professor Emeritus of Computer Science at the
University of Toronto. He chaired this department in its years
of important growth. It is today one of the top ten such
departments in North America, to a large extent due to Tom's
enthusiasm and vision. He was a scholar and researcher to the
end, having just finished his last research paper the day he
died.
He received many honours, including Fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada, Fellow of the Association for Computing
Machinery, and an honourary doctorate from Dalhousie
University. His quick wit and keen enjoyment of the club will
be missed.
Tom's funeral was private but a memorial gathering to
celebrate his life will be held later this fall.
Pat Hume
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DRAWN from the
Art Committee
Archie Arbuckle h hahad a busy summer. Along with havina^^
a major show at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, heWP
was interviewed on CanadaA.M. He was very much himself,
full of life and humour. Congrats, Archie!
Our thanks to Tom McNeely who has designed and
constructed two easels and a number of generic posters so that
we'll be advertising our events in style. Watch for the
changing inserts on the posters.
Circle Thursday, October 3. It's ARTSWEEK and it's the
day our club is opening its doors to other lovers of the arts.
All visual artists are invited to partake of a free life
painting/drawing session in the third floor studio. No charge,
our treat. Just bring your friends and your art supplies and
enjoy. 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., with a break for sustenance at
noon. There will be a concert after lunch in the Great Hall and
members will be available to take guests for tours around our
building. This is an ideal opportunity to invite that prospective
member for lunch - but don't forget to reserve!
Artists, please note that the art storage cupboard in the
basement is for temporary storage only. The safety of your art
work cannot be guaranteed and there is no insurance coverage
once a show is over. Please remove your works as soon as
possible after a show.
HELP! The member who was to take charge of the new
Visual Arts Table is not now able to do it. This monthly evenr
is to be an informal gathering of lovers of the visual arts who
want to learn more about the appreciation of art. Club
members and others will be invited to demonstrate and talk
about their particular field of art. But it needs to be coordinated. If you can help out, please call me at 483-1941.
Zora Buchanan
SUNDAY DRAWING AND PAINTING mentioned in the
August LAMPSletter, which starts October 6, still has a few
openings. Call Sandra Henderson, (5:00 to 7:p.m.) at
(416)920-3258.

Members' Directory
We are in the process of producing a new members' directory.
If you have added and/or changed: your home, office or fax
number, would you please let us know by Friday, October 18,
1996. Please call Betty Postill at 961-5609, or Molly in the
office.

Play Readers
Play reading occurs on the second Tuesday of each month at
6.30 sharp. Please join us, great fun, no experience necessary.
For further information please call Molly in the office.

Art shows of club

members coming up:
*

*

A number of club artists who have had
paintings accepted into the art collection
in Toronto-Sunnybrook Regional Cancer
centre have been invited to display and
sell their art in a two-day exhibition. A
percentage of the work sold will go to
the Art for Healing Program. Tours of
this exciting new facility will also be
offered. Club artists in the show are,
Ann Meredith Barry, Zora Buchanan,
Jane Champagne, Audrey Garwood,
George Sanders, ArthurSteven,
Jessica Steven and Oswald Timmas.
Guests are invited to the exhibition at
2075 Bayview Ave. on Saturday,
October 19, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and
Sunday, October 20, 12:00 noon to 5:00
p.m.
Lois Dierlam, with three other artists
from the Ontario Society of Artists, is
participating in a show which includes
watercolours, acrylics and mixed media,
until October 18, taking place at First
Canadian Place Arts and Events Gallery,
lower level, southeast corner York and
Adelaide. During the month of October
Lois will be exhibiting small works at
the Coffee Tree on Spadina Rd., Forest
Hill Village. From October 21 to
November 22, Lois will also be taking
part in the Ontario Society of Artists
Annual Members Exhibition at First
Canadian Place Arts and Events Gallery,
on both levels. Opening reception,
October 24, 5:30p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Pat Fairhead's show of New Work takes
place at the Wallace Galleries, Calgary,
opening Saturday, October 19, at 12:00
noon and runs until October 31. (Pat will
be there. She reports that she doesn't
know anyone in Calgary, so if you do,
ask them to come and say hello!)
Congratulations to Julian Mulock
whose painting M.V. lonio was selected
as the best painting in the juried
exhibition Toronto Harbourin Art. The
exhibition is at the Marine Museum until
September 22.

MEMBERS' NEWS
Herbert Whittaker spent ten days in
August at the Atlantic Theatre Festival in
Wolfville, N.S., on a "critic's holiday."
He was invited to open the festival's first
seminar. Also invited were two of our
newer members, Brian and Dorothy
Parker. Herbie concluded with an
address advocating that the festival
remain "small, pure and classic."
Susan Ioannou's poem Lake View was
published in the Globe and Mail on
August 10.
A note of conflagration - over the
years, club members have been
accustomed to seeing Jeanie
Hersenhoren's station-wagon parked
close to the front door when she was on
duty in one of her club capacities. But no
more! The "G-Nee" wagon was
completely consumed by fire on
Highway 401 on Labour Day Monday,
and will be seen on Elm Street no more.
Question? Will those licence plates be
transferred to something new and less
flammable?
Eskimos Trading with HBC Ship, a
painting by Archie Arbuckle, graces the
cover of the June/July issue of The
Beaver magazine.
An excerpt from Ernest Sirluck's
recently-published autobiography First
Generationappeared in the summer
issue of the University of Toronto
magazine.
David Oleson, our Eric Arthur
Honourary Member and designer of the
Village of Yorkville Park on
Cumberland Street, was the subject of
the article, City Making, in Toronto This
Summer magazine.
The opening gala and world premiere for
the Toronto Film Festival was Fly Away
Home, based on sculptor, pilot and goose
leader Bill Lishman's geese adventures.
Tom McNeely has been named Senior
Painting instructor at OCAD (formerly
OCA), replacing James Hill, who, Tom
thinks, replaced Archie Arbuckle.
Marsh Hay, at the Shaw festival until
September 29, was written by the late
Merrill Denison, for many years a

member of the club. Critic Kate Taylor
described the play as "One that certainly
deserves to be a Canadian classic."
The cover article for the summer issue of
the University of Toronto's Faculty of
Management newsletter features Max
Clarkson, who "Leads the way in
studying and promoting business ethics
and corporate social responsibility."
Lois Dierlam and Margaret Ludwig
spent the month of June in Norway,
painting under the midnight sun. Many
nights were so inspiring, they were up
until 3 a.m. and up again by 7 a.m.,
painting before breakfast.
The guest speaker at the Oakville
University Women's Club on Tuesday,
November 5, will be Pat Fairhead,
speaking on Those Bloomsbury Women.
Kurt Levy has been elected a
Corresponding member of the
Columbian Academy of the Language.
His book Mi deuda con Antioquoia was
recently published by the Department of
Education and Culture of Antioquoia
(Columbia) in Medellin and was
officially launched during the Book Fair
in that city in April, 1996. The volume
brings together reminiscences of his
'discovery' of Atioquoia and Colombia
forty-six years ago and articles on the
cultural legacy of the region.
Crime expert David Skene-Melvin has
edited a new collection for mystery fans,
Bloody York; tales of mayhem, murder
and mystery in Toronto. Not content with
that, he has also completed the ten year
compilation of a bibliography, Canadian
Crime Fiction, covering the years, 18171996 and annotated as only David can.
Late member Edmund Murton Walker,
a son of Sir Edmund Walker and uncle
of our own Wentworth Walker, is
profiled in the summer 1996 issue of the
Unviversity of Toronto Magazine. Head
of the Department of Zoology, Edmund
was one of Canada's leading
entomologists. He received international
acclaim as co-discoverer of an insect ... a

"kind of 'ice-worm' that is an ancient or
relict insect that survives in freezing
temperatures." Walker was also an
enthusiastic amateur painter.
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Culling all CBC'ers
CABARET

CAROUSEL

(TALENT HUNT)
7 p.m.
Thursday, October 10
Great Hall
With Ruth Morawetz at the
piano and directing this search
for talent, do not miss out on
this opportunity to perform in
LAMPSweek's

Former staffers, free lancers, writers,
commentators, etc. please join me in
planning the Club Night for December 2,
which will celebrate CBC's 60th
anniversary. For all the microphones,
cameras, studios and satellites, it is the
people involved who were and are the
CBC. Help me in telling our stories. Call
me at (416)444-1310.
John Twomey

CABARET '97
Please call Ruth at 925-0284
ahead of time with your ideas
for participation.
.-

·-

Genealogy Group
The club's genealogy group was formed
in the late spring and quickly acquired 19
members, thus confirming that there is a
good level of interest throughout the
club. Serendipity struck when two
members discovered for the first time
that they shared common ancestors!
The timing is apt. Genealogy is said
to be one of the most rapidly growing
pastimes in the developed countries of
the world, and therefore access to information is becoming easier. This new
level of interest is attributed both to the
comparative "rootlessness" of current
generations, and to the truly astonishing
amount of individual and family data
now becoming available to researchers
through the internet.
The club group meets on the last
Monday of the month for lunch and an
informal discussion session. The object
is to develop mutual help in the process
of finding out about one's ancestors and
share ideas on how best to record and
preserve family histories. Members had a
guided tour of the Ontario archives during one meeting and visits to other Metro
resource centres are anticipated.
The first fall meeting will be held on
September 30, at 12:00 noon. All are
welcome. Further information is available from June Ross at 961-1630 or Pat
MacCulloch at 923-3460.
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New Valance ????
New Lighting ????
New Wall Fabric????
So what ishappening?
Members of the House committee and
the Art committee have had many
discussions over the summer about the
new valance, new lighting and new wall
fabric. Late in the summer we all
realized that the compromises being
made to maintain our proposed budget
were not acceptable to the majority of
the group. It was then decided to put
everything on hold until our common
goals were re-evaluated and more money
could be raised to install better lighting.
Some work will be undertaken on the
west walls and valance over the next
months, but the major portion of the
lighting update will not be installed until
we are sure of all the costs. The goal is to
have this done within the year.
Lorna Kelly, House committee

Member Architects on show,
October 15 - October 25
Sketches, watercolours, oils and other
pieces submitted by club member
architects will be shown in the club
lounge concurrently with the Ideasfor
the 90s show in the Great Hall.
Submissions by club architects are to be
delivered to the club by 10:00 a.m.,
Tuesday, October 15. Pickup to be after
2:00 p.m., Friday, October 25.
Contact: John Wimbs (416)239-7508

Festival Of Strings Encore
John Lawson announces a Festival of
Strings Encore! The Royal Conservatory
of Music returns after last year's
triumph; orchestras, trios, quartets, you
name it. For chamber music
enthusiasts-the best series in town!
Music Table, Thursday, October 24
String orchestra (22 students).
Leader: Martin Beaver, violin
prodigy and popular Canadian
soloist
Program: Tchaikovsky Serenade
for Strings
Music Table, Thursday, November 21
Chamber ensemble

0

Music Table, Thursday, December 5
Chamber ensemble
Music Table, Thursday, January 16
Chamber ensemble
Music Table, Thursday, March 13
Chamber ensemble
Club Night, Monday, April 7
Academy Chamber orchestra (50
students), conductor
Rennie Regehr, violist and dean of
the professional school
Program: Brahms Symphony No. 2
Music Table, Thursday, April 10
Chamber ensemble
Watch this space for more details.
Come and hear our future Canadian
music stars!

Music Previews

People of the Club

*

Camilla Gryski, a member of the club
for about three years (along with her
lawyer husband, Chester), writes children's books -quite successfully.
Which is quite a normal occupation;
there are lots of book writers around. But
Camilla is also a clown, and more exclusively, she's a therapeutic clown, and the
number of such in this country could be
counted on one hand. Camilla explains it
simply:
"I started out as a teacher, then I went
to library school and I was a children's
librarian for a few years at Sick Kids'.
And then it seemed to be time for a
change, but I loved dealing with the children at the hospital, and I was impressed
by this clown I saw there. She was a
therapeutic clown, and I'd watch her
working with the kids, and I wondered if
I could do that. So I threw myself on her
mercy and begged to be trained, and
spent all last summer learning to find my
own clown character. I call her Posy."
When you decide to be a clown, you
have to find your own character. "You pull
a piece of yourself out. You could choose
to be any kind of a character because it
would reflect a piece of your own personality. My clown character happens to be
very gentle, and not very bright, and her
face is painted white, and although she
doesn't talk, she seems to be saying, 'Isn't
it a big world, and I think I'm lost.' And
this appeals to the children."
Therapeutic clowning has a defined
quality, based partly on the established

fact that "all sorts of healing things happen when you laugh." Also, Camilla
explains, "Hospital patients are sort of
disempowered, they lose their ability to
make choices. And for children especially, the environment is very confusing. So
part of what we do as clowns is try to
make them feel a little more in control
by the way they're allowed to choose
how we play together."
A favourite stunt is to offer to paint a
child's face, or arm, and the child picks
the picture out of a little book and tells
Posy where to paint it. "It makes them
feel a little more in control of their environment." And Posy will entertain them
with juggling, and make them laugh if a
ball lands on the clown's head. But
involving the child is best. An impromptu
game developed when Posy was blowing
bubbles for a very sick little boy being
cuddled by his mother. The boy would
pretend to catch a bubble and hand it to
his mother and she would pretend to put it
in her pocket. A few days later Camilla
learned that the child had died.
"It's quite wonderful work, but it's
very intense in lots of ways and I do
have to deal with my own feelings," says
Camilla. "Posy is very sweet, very nonthreatening, but this loving piece of me
is right out front, and vulnerable to being
upset." But including her earlier work as
librarian, she has been at the Hospital for
Sick Children for 20 years (she's 48
now) and that has helped make her comfortable with the environment, "the beepings and IVs [eye-vees] and the stitches
- you just have to be tough, and I feel
called to do this work."
Wearing her more conventional hat,
Camilla has published nine books, some
of them prize winners and one on
FriendshipBracelets, which has sold
more than 200,000 copies. Her latest,
Let's Play, was written with illustrations
by a prize-winning cartoonist, Dusan
Petricic, and has already been translated
into several languages.
She enjoys the success of her books
but she cherishes especially a comment
made in a book store in Barry's Bay near
the Gryski cottage. The proprietor introduced her to a woman customer who told
her: "I hope you're well-someone like
you should live a long time."
Fergus Cronin

Music Table, Thursday, November 7,
watch for the return to the club of David
Zafer's Faculty of Music Chamber
Orchestra.
Music Table, Thursday, November 14,
Music and Poetry program. Works by
Benjamin Britten and Elliott Carter:
Liesel Fedkenheuer, mezzo soprano;
Michael Colvin, tenor; John Hawkins,
piano; Professor Eric Domville, commentator.
Club Night, Monday, November 25, the
Canadian Singers (8 vocalists), directed
by Harvey Patterson, make their debut at
the club with an entirely Canadian repertoire, old and new.
John Lawson

Music Reviews
A program of voice, flute and piano
made a delightful beginning to the weekly Thursday Music Tables on September
5. Soprano Denise Williams and Louise
Hanley, flute, made a welcome return to
the club and pianist Michel Allard provided some beautiful arrangements.
Denise Williams is notable for the
warmth and sensuality of her voice
which was most apparent in Dowland's
16th century song, Come again, sweet
love, and in Rachmaninoff's haunting
Vocalese. Williams wistful melancholy
was evinced in the French songs of
Duparc and Poulenc. Louise Hanley's
flute playing was assured and sensitive
around William's voice as well as in a
sonata for piano and flute by Poulenc.
The concert came to a rousing end with
an aria from Mozart's El Re Pastore.
On September 12, Nicholas Rathe, a
medical doctor by vocation, and musician by avocation, warmed up to his
ambitious program with Beethoven's
Sonata Opus 78, before tackling
Beethoven's A Major Sonata Opus 111,
in which the composer broke through the
conventions of the sonata form to
explore new territories. Rath6 was at his
best in Liszt's Vallee d'Obermann.
Elizabeth Kilbourn
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I come to the Club for some ease
To give friends a handshake, a squeeze,
But -my mind's turned to cotton
Your name I've forgotten
O why can't we have name tags, o please!

Members' (and guests)

Dinner
Wednesday, October 16

Lois Darroch

I

A DOUBLE WHAMMY! BOOK EARLY
Architecture show: IDEAS FOR THE 90s; a

LAMPSletter deadline
LAMPSletter deadline 1:00 p.m. Friday, October 11.
Items received after that will be held for the next issue.

View of OntarioArchitects' Work
Introducing David Oleson, president,
Toronto Society of Architects, and our Eric
Arthur Honorary Member for Architecture.
Club architects will also have art work on
display.
AND

Editor: Pat Stewart

MARY LOU FALLIS, famous soprano and
comedienne, will sing from

Many thanks to pinch-hitting Copy editor: Ann Schabas
The editor would like to express her utmost gratitude to
Barbara Oliver who did such an expert job of the August
LAMPSletter under difficult circumstances.

and speaking of difficult circumstances - is there anyone in the
club who has some computer skills who has a day or two a
month to help with the LAMPSletter--copy editing and What's
On help needed particularly. Please call Molly if you can help
and I will return your call.
Pat Stewart
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Friday, October 4, noon
John Twomey, Faculty of Ryerson University, on
Writing Radio Plays.

I
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Wednesday, October 9:
See front page of newsletter.
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the Sarah Binks Song Book

(text by Paul Hiebert, music by composer
John Greer)

MENU
Celebrating Sarah Binks
(Sweet Songstress of Saskatchewan)

I

Wild Rice and Mushroom Pilaf a la Hiebert
Manitoba Gumbo Soup
Sarah's Prairie Chicken Windheaver
willows Beans
("But beans alone appease desire")*
Onions Quagmire
("And I wonder if in time to come, 'twill be a great
big onion)*
Turnips "Sooky"
("I was hiding in the turnips with a cricket in my ear")*
Saskatoon Berry Tart
("And you'll be round as a young balloon,
and a double handful of saskatoons")*
"once more will flow the sweet new prairie wine,
In over-proof of eighty-five percentum..." *

Please note: Members wishing to sit at the
Saskatchewan Stubble Jumpers Table or the
Manitoba Mud table, please specify to Molly
when reserving seats. Price $22.

LePL~

Ii

* Courtesy of the Binksian Collection, Saskatchewan
Provincial Archives

I
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Thursday, October 3
Faculty of Music Jazz Ensemble
Director: Paul Read
Thursday, October 10
Faculty of Music, Poetry and Music Series, No. 1
Mezzo Soprano: Vilma Indra Vitols
Piano: John Hawkins
Commentator: Professor Sterling Beckwith,
Russian music, York U
Program: Schoenberg, Shostakovich and
Stravinsky
Thursday, October 17
Faculty of Music, violinist: Daniel Bard
accompanist: Peter Longworth
Program: Schubert, Tartini, Kreisler, and
Wieniawski
Members will remember Daniel Bard as the first
violinist in the Metro Quartet at a Club Night in
September, 1995. Daniel, a student of David Zafer,
and a winner of numerous competitions, made his
solo debut with the Toronto Symphony last May.
Thursday, October 24
Festival of Strings, No. 1
Royal Conservatory of Music Orchestra (22 piece)
Leader: Martin Beaver, well known Canadian
violinist
Program: Tchaikovsky's Serenade for Strings
Thursday, October 31
Jane Craig, daughter of past president David
Ouchterlony, brings stars of the Kiwanis Festival
for their first appearance.

S

Monday, September 30 (note program change)
Faculty of Music Loons and Lullabies: Gaynor
Jones, commentator, with vocalists and
instrumentalists. An imaginative and tuneful
mystery program replaces the Historical
Performance Ensemble previously scheduled.
Monday, October 7 That Infernal Nonsense Pinafore!
After her outstanding success in July, Donna
Sherman brings back a different Gilbert & Sullivan
workshop featuring excerpts from Ruddigore,
Mikado, lolanthe, and Pinafore. A full evening's
entertainment!
Monday, October 14 Thanksgiving Day Club closed
Monday, October 21 The Best Butler in the Business
From Montreal, the National Film Board's Tom
Daly comes to tell us about his biography written
by D.B. Jones. Tom is a non-resident club member
and brother of Dick Daly.
Monday, October 28 Art opening:
A retrospective of paintings by Donald MacKay
Houstoun. Mac will exchange stories with
legendary raconteur and friend of Zeus, Archie
Arbuckle. Bar opens 5:00 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m.
(exhibition continues to November 22)

~
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Tuesday, October 1 Literature at the Film Festival
Ken Purvis and other motion-picture devotees
report on "literary" films at the recent festival.
~m ire r~r~r~

~ ~3

~51 ii Tr~i

Friday, October 18 to Sunday, October 20
The Muskoka Riverside Inn, Bracebridge (north on 400,
then on 11, at Bracebridge turn west on 118. The Inn is
on the corner of 118 and Ecclestone Drive).
After a wet spring and Hurricane Fran, we have just got
to have a glorious fall. Come to Muskoka to paint, sketch
and photograph, or just to enjoy a weekend away from
home. Several falls, rivers and lakes in the vicinity. Open
to all club members and guests. Maps and reservation
forms at the club. For more information, call Jack Carr,
444-6517.

Tuesday, October 8 William Hunt - the Great Farini
Shane Peacock discusses his biography of the
celebrated aerialist, explorer, inventor, artist and
botanist from Port Hope, Ontario.
Tuesday, October 15 The Merry Heart
Brenda Davies reads a selection from this justpublished volume of short works by Robertson
Davies.
Tuesday, October 22 Where Poems Come From
Susan loannou talks about where poets find their
ideas with illustrations from her own work.
Tuesday, October 29 Reflections on Reviews
John Pepall describes his experience as a
contributor and avid reader of book reviews.
7

October 1996
Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly Reserve with Molly
3D

b

CD
0)

Ci)
ci)
Cl)
U)

ci)

3

Music
Committee

Toronto Arts
Week Club
Open House
10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Music Table:
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John Twomey
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Plays

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Sandra's
Sunday

Choir 4 p.m.
Art Cttee

Literary Table:
Shane Peacock
The Great
Farni
Play
Reading

Minds on the
Move: Walter
Pitman
Learning

Music Table:
Poetry and
Music

Painters' Open
Studio, 10:00
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Great Hall
rented,
evening

Play Reading

Learing

(Painters)

Club Night:
Gilbert &
Sullivan
Sullivan

U)

2

Great Hall
rented, evening

-5
c)r

1
Literary table:
Ken Purvis
Literature at the
Film Festival

Group 6:30 p.m.

through the Arts Cabaret
Great Hall
Talent Hunt
rented
7 p.m.

LAMPSletter

15

16

17

18

Great Hall
rented

Thanksgiving
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A club is as good as its
Smembers, the Arts and
-•
Letters Club being no
exception to this rule.
Our good membership of
\ C,
over 500 includes some
of the country's leading
artists in all fields of the
arts and many arts
patrons. In order to maintain the club's
excellence in the years to come, it is important
that we continue to seek out new club members
from the arts community.
How to find them? Through you, our
members, of course; as well as our programs and
activities, our building, camaraderie, food and
drink, you are our principal advertisement. Bring
your friends to a special event and introduce them
to other members, give them our information
card, our list of programs and a copy of the
LAMPSletter. Sponsor their application for
membership. Then be there on their first visits as
new members, to help with introductions,
particularly to those members of committees in
their own areas of interest, so that they may find
out how to get involved in the life of the club.
How wonderful it would be if each member of
the club could sponsor one new member to the
club annually.
For new members who have joined between
April and November of this year and their
sponsors, the executive will hold a reception,
November 13, 5:30-6:30, prior to the Members
Night dinner. We shall introduce them to the
entire gathering at dinner so that all may make
them feel welcome.
A reminder about the club's first Arts Award
to be given in March. Give your nominations to
John McKellar, chair of the awards committee,
as soon as possible. Remember, only nonmembers are eligible. Incidentally, the committee
is now complete: Pat Fairhead joins with four
past-presidents, John, Jim Parr,Ernest Sirluck,
and Lyman Henderson.
Finally, I'm delighted to announce that one of
our valued staff, Jason Clarke, has accepted the
position of assistant manager.
Ezra Schabas

The newsletter of The Arts and

The newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto

Christmas
Open House
Exhibition and Sale of juried
Small Paintings in the Great Hall

and Crafts in the Attic
Looking for unique Christmas gifts?
A little Gem of a painting?
A treasure from the attic?
This is the place!
And what better way to shop than with
a fire in the Great Hall for warmth,
a Pub Lunch to fortify, drinks at the bar
to satisfy and soothing music to enjoy.
OPENING
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1996
NOON TO 4:00 P.M.
(The Exhibition ofsmall paintingscontinues to Nov. 29)

Music performed by

The Metropolitan Toronto Trio
Rachad Feizoullaev, Piano
David Imastounian, Violin
Teimour Sadykhov, Cello
INVITATIONS FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS

are available in the box on the Bar and
remember to reserve for lunch with Molly

JOHN HUNTER LYTLE (1935-1996)
John Lytle was a private and gentle man who enjoyed the life
of the club tremendously. He was best known to members for
his performances on stage. He loved being part of the
greasepaint crowd and worked very hard to build on his past
performances. Each member will surely have a memory of John
in one of his many appearances. It was a great disappointment
to him that, after attending rehearsals last spring, his health
prevented his appearance in the spring show.
A lawyer by profession, he was for many years Club
Counsel. The successful renovation of 14 Elm Street owed
much to his legal expertise in reviewing contracts and obtaining
mortgage financing. As chair of the Nominating Committee,
concomitant with his tenure as counsel, he carried out the
difficult annual task efficiently and effectively. Sometimes
there was conflict between the two aspects of his life-as on
the occasion when he was asked to wear coloured socks for a
particular stage role. Not possible, he confessed, as he only
owned some 20 pairs of socks-all black!
John's happiness in his family life, which he started late,
was joyfully shared with his friends at the club and was the
most important part of his all-too-short life. His wife Debbie
has attended many club functions, sometimes with their
daughters, Samantha and Emily. We offer them our sincere
condolences, knowing that their sense of loss, as ours, will
become transformed over time to happy memories of a
husband, father and friend fortunate enough to have discovered
in his later years the creative side of his nature.
Peter Hart

MEMBERSHIP: Who's New?
Larry Thomas Taman (member) (416) 962-6058 Law
Professor and now Deputy Attorney General of Ontario, Larry
is particularly interested in painting and music and in
participating in the club's theatrical activities. Proposer: John
Rammell.
Tye Farrow (junior) (416) 964-2357
Architect Tye has been involved in the design of the National
Trade Centre at the CNE, the new O.P.P. headquarters in
Orillia and the Canadian Forces National Communications and
Electronics Museum in Kingston. He looks forward to
discussions and debates on the arts at the club. Proposer:
Wentworth Walker.

DRAWN from the
Art Committee
The 1996-1997 Executive List will be hung on a new wall in
the lounge. In this same space will be some of the club art
collection that you may not have seen before. This month you
will see etchings of the club before and after restoration. You
will also see in the print of W.W. Alexander, the Great Hall as
it looked in 1942. There may be members in it that you will
recognize.
Craftspersons, potters, jewellery designers will have a oneday opportunity to display and sell their work in the third floor
studio at our Open Small Painting and Christmas show,
November 23. If we have a good response, we'll do it again.
Look for details elsewhere in the LAMPSletter.
Our Open House on Thursday, October 3, for participation
in Arts Week was well attended and well organized by Neville
Clark assisted by Stephen Bulger. Members who volunteered
their time and energy were Art and Jessica Steven, Rod
Austin and Margaret McBurney, Barbara Allen, John
Pepall, Ann and Ezra Schabas, Jack Carr,Jim Hubbard,
Raymond Peringer, yours truly and, in the art studio on the
third floor, Bill Sherman. Thanks to John Lawson's planning
the music was wonderful.
Zora Buchanan

ACALL FOR PAINTINGS AND CRAFTS !
ARTISTS! Please bring in a maximum of four paintings for
the juried Small PaintingsExhibition scheduled for Saturday,
November 23 to Friday, November 29. Works should be a
maximum length or breadth of 16 inches (image size) and must
be framed and wired ready for hanging. Jurors for the show will
be Andrew Sookrah, Moya Gillette, and Gerry Sevier.
We would also like handicrafts of all kinds-pottery,
jewellery, quilting, etc. for the Attic Crafts Sale in the third
floor studio, scheduled for one day only, on Saturday,
November 23 from noon to 4 p.m. Homemade jams, jellies etc.
would also be welcome.
Please drop off paintings and crafts during club hours on
Friday, November 22, or on Saturday, November 23, between 8
and 9 a.m. All items should be clearly marked with a
description and prices.
VOLUNTEERS are needed for setting up, hanging and
selling. Please call Heather Strucken at (905)844-0216.

Charles Portanier

Visual Arts Members' Shows

A relatively new member of the club, Charles died suddenly on
September 17, in his 79th year. He was born in Aden and served
with British intelligence in Italy in World War II. He came to
Canada in 1953 and had a business career. In retirement, he
hoped to become involved in the club's theatrical activities.
Charles was a frequent actor in TV and radio commercials. He
was also an avid tennis player-I can attest to his wicked
forehand-and was president of several Toronto tennis clubs.

Mary Tuck Corelli extends a welcome to the opening of her
watercolour show on Monday, December 9, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.,
at the gallery of Rosedale United Church, at the corner of
Glen Rd. and Roxborough Dr.

Ezra Schabas
2
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Elizabeth Siegfried, as part of a group exhibition with
Pentad,will have her platinum photographs at the Visitors
Centre in Algonquin Park from November 9-May 29. The
opening is on November 9 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and every
one is welcome.

W

MEMBERS' NEWS

Did you know that Harrison Scheak,
who has been a regular at the Literary
Table, and who is a collector of North
American, European and Asian artifacts,
gave his collection to the Brant County
Museum and Archives? The wideranging collection includes textiles, wood
carvings, china, pewter, paintings,
armour and European and Asian
furniture. There are British paintings,
English pottery, a page from a 9th
century copy of the Koran, an Italian
marriage chest and a rare 17th century
English court cupboard-an intricately
carved oak dining room buffet, with a
carved inlay in a contrasting patina. An
important aspect of the donation is the
reference library that comes with it.
Harrison has meticulously catalogued the
pieces and bought books on most of the
topics. The Brant County Historical
Society won these treasures by promising
to keep the collection intact and on
permanent display. The museum can be
found in Brantford's Eaton Market
Square if you would like to visit it.
The appointment of John Cripton as the
new director of the National Arts Centre
is of special interest to club members as
he is Jack Sword's son-in-law. The
nine-month search for Joan
Pennefather's replacement attracted 40
^* applications from North America and
Europe. John has previously organized
international tours for ballets, including
Russia's Kirov Ballet, choirs and the
Chinese Red Army Chorus. He has also

organized cultural events for Olympic
Games and Expos and acted as artistic
producer in ballet and theatre. His
programming decisions at the Arts
Centre will take effect beginning late
next year.

Christmas gift for every theatre buff on
your list. The preface was written by the
distinguished actor, R.H. Thomson, star
of Arcadia, who will be Herbie's guest
on Club Night, November 4. Thomson
and Herbie will be happy to sign copies.

Ian McGillivray and his 13-year-old
daughter Katherine won the second prize
for the Hazelton Lanes Doghouse Design
Competition, on October 3. Katherine
came up with the gypsy caravan design
and Ian put it out under his seal. The
family spent all September building it,
with a lot of help from Ian's contractors,
for a two-week display at Hazelton
Lanes.

The summer edition of the Acorn,
journal of the Architectural Conservancy
of Ontario, mentions that 1998 will mark
the centenary of the birth of the late Eric
Arthur.Plans are afoot to make his life
and work the theme of the ACO's 1998
conference, perhaps with a book
focusing on the Eric Arthur collection
of photographs of historical buildings in
Ontario. The ACO will be staging a
special dinner next month (Saturday,
November 2), at the Arts and Letters
Club. Guest speaker will be David
Crombie. For information contact nonresident member Alice King
Sculthorpe, President.

On September 26, Lieutenant-Governor
Hal Jackman awarded our president
Ezra Schabas the province's highest
honour, the Order of Ontario, at a blacktie ceremony at Queen's Park. Ezra was
among 22 people who received this
award, among them Avie Bennett, Al
Waxman, Ellen Fairclough and astronaut
Chris Hadfield.
Last month, the Toronto Historical
Board unveiled a plaque commemorating
the 100th anniversary of the Eden Smith
House at 267 Indian Rd., Toronto.
Architect Eden Smith (1859-1949) was
a founding member of the Arts and
Letters Club. His family home on Indian
Road was part of an artistic colony
where he designed houses for likeminded artists and supporters of the arts.
He and his family lived there until 1906
when they moved to Wychwood Park.
The Metro Toronto Reference Library is
presently exhibiting works by some of
the city's "most well-known artists,
illustrators and designers," who use the
Picture Collection for inspiration.
Included (during October and
November) are works by Tom McNeely
and his daughter, Julia and son, Tom Jr.
A most charming photographic portrait
of Life Member Anthony Adamson
O.C., M.A., F.R.A.I.C., LL.D. can be
seen in the 1995 annual report for
Belmont House, where Tony (who
turned 90 this month) and his wife are
residents. Look for the annual report on
the magazine shelves in the lounge.
Herbert Whittaker has kindly donated
50 copies of Whittaker's Theatricalsto
the club. They may be purchased for a
bargain-priced $19.95-a splendid

Karina Rammell and Jim Webster are
playing Mrs. Hopkins and Colonel
Pickering in the Leah Posluns Theatre
production that runs from November 23
to Decemberl.

Still Calling all CBCers
To celebrate CBC's 60th anniversary,
Club Night, December 2 will be an
evening of recollections and tall tales by
those of us who played a role, large or
small, in CBC radio and television. If
you can contribute, please call me at
(416) 444-1310.
John Twomey

BRING ON THE WRITERS!
Think ahead, think SPRING, then
sharpen your quills and prepare your
skits for the 1997 Spring Show. The
theme is to explore how human nature
has or has not changed over the
centuries. What do we have in common
with those who waited for the midnight
chime in the year 999? Possible topics:
medicine, the environment, the arts,
historical figures, etc. Keep the skits
short, punchy and witty.
Deadline is December 16. Call Betty
Trott 979-5000 ext.6163 or Monty
Larkin, 367-8311.
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Christmas Posters

Herbie's Friend, John Fraser

We hope for full participation by club
artists again this year in the production
of Christmas posters. Please use a full
sheet of matt board. The seasonal subject
and matt colour is artist's choice. Deliver
to the club November 30. Volunteers for
hanging the show will be welcomed.
Any questions? Phone Mary Corelli,
924-7822.

Herbert Whittaker certainly has some
fascinating friends! At Club Night on
September 23, he introduced us to yet
another-John Fraser, in his most recent
persona as Master of Massey College.
His reminiscences of his other lives as
student, newspaper reporter, dance critic,
theatre critic (in Herbie's shoes at the
Globe & Mail), China correspondent,
editor of Saturday Night, were hugely
entertaining. But behind the banter was
evidence of a serious, concerned John
Fraser. He sees his contribution to
Massey College as maintaining the
traditions initiated by founding member
Robertson Davies and expanding the
College's connections to the community.
In addition to Robertson Davies, John
paid tribute to a number of other Arts and
Letters Club members, past and present,
who have influenced him.

Oh Those Colonials!
Don Ketcheson sends the following
gems from his summer reading:
Letters from Rupert Brooke while
visiting Toronto:
To Edward Marsh, 22 July [1913]"Oh Eddie...
"I've found here an Arts and Letters
Club of poets painters journalists etc.,
where they'd heard of me, & read G.P.
[Georgian Poetry], &, oh Eddie, one
fellow actually possessed my "Poems."
Awful triumph. Every now and then one
comes up & presses my hand & says
'Wal, Sir, you cannot know how
memorable a Day in my life this is.'
Then I do my pet boyish-modesty stunt
& go pink allover: & everyone thinks it
too delightful. One man said to me 'Mr.
Brooks (my Canadian name) Sir, I may
tell you that in my opinion you have Mr.
Noyes skinned.' That means I'm better
than him: I gathered a great compliment
here. But they're really quite an up-todate lot: & very cheerful and pleasant."
To Wilfrid Gibson, 23 July"... I must go out to lunch at the Toronto

Arts and Letters. It's a club Wilfrid,
where they have HEARD of US! And
one or two little men possess our
Works-not G.P. but our ownCanada's looking up!"
(Letters excerpted from The Wild Is
Always There; Canada Through the Eyes
of Foreign Writers, edited by Greg
Gatenby, published by Vintage Books.)

Tom Hull Memorial
A memorial gathering to celebrate the
life of Tom Hull will be held at 4 p.m.,
Thursday, October 31, in Seeley Hall at
Trinity College (near the Museum
subway station).
Pat Hume
4

Thanks, John, and thanks, Herbert for the
introduction. We'll be looking forward to
meeting your next friend, R.H. Thomson.
Ken Purvis

protecting his ankles and shoelaces from
the midwinter slush. Somebody
recognized [him] as the father of Teresa
Stratas, the famous Canadian soprano.
"But this man's presence at Healey
Willan's funeral reception had nothing
to do with music. Mr. Stratahis was not
there to honour a distinguished
composer, organist, choirmaster, teacher,
and a Companion of the Order of
Canada. He was there to bid a brotherly
farewell to his spats consultant, the
benign spats-wearing gentleman who
had kindly tipped him off that the
Simpsons store in Toronto still had a few
spats left over from the old days.
"My dependable source for this
anecdote is Healey Willan's daughter,
Mary Willan Mason. I think it illustrates
her father's remarkable breadth of
interests and the gift of friendship that
brightened all his 87 years."
Fergus Cronin

Music
Previews

."

OFF CENTRE MUSIC SERIES
Enclosed with this LAMPSletter is a
brochure from Off Centre Music who are
planning to hold six concerts during the
winter season to come. The quality of the
music is very high and club members
will be performing as well, Peter Hart
and Lisa Lambert for a start.
John McKellar

Healey Willan Wore Spats
Healey Willan (1880-1968), one of
Canada's best known composers and
president of the club in 1922-23 (he
succeeded Vincent Massey), was in the
news recently. Clyde Gilmour, on his
CBC music program Gilmour'sAlbums,
delivered this anecdote before playing
one of Willan's symphonies.
"An extraordinary incident occurred
at Healey Willan's funeral in February,
1968 ... while friends and colleagues

were offering condolences to the Willan
family. Into the crowded funeral parlor
there came a dapper, courteous, elderly
man named Emmanuel Stratahis. He had
a Greek accent and his natty attire
included a pair of old-fashioned spats,

Look for two biggies in December: Club
Night, Monday December 9, the return
of Eli Kassner's Faculty of Music Guitar
Orchestra, which has to be seen to be
believed. And, just confirmed, a return
engagement of Lorna MacDonald in a
solo program. Before coming to the
Faculty of Music, Canadian-born Lorna
had an extensive career in the United
States as an opera singer and recitalist.
Her debut at the club was in October,
1995.
Hot off the press! Husband-wife team
Simon Fryer, cellist and Lydia Wong,
pianist, will present a solo program Club
Night, Monday, January 20. Fryer joined
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra in
1989, is on the Faculty of the University
of Toronto and is active in chamber
music. Lydia Wong (last heard at the
club with cellist Mary-Katherine Finch),
fresh from her Carnegie Hall debut, has
performed widely as soloist and
accompanist. They will present works by
Faure, Kulesha and Prokofiev.
John Lawson

People of the Club

David Skene-Melvin is a man of many
parts. He was trained as a librarian, ran
libraries in Canada and New Zealand,
where he also lectured in English, and
with Ann Rothery, his wife of 25 years,
ran an antiquarian bookstore. Then he
started publishing crime-fiction
--

-· ·-

anthologies, and for several years has
been the club's stage manager.
He and Ann live in a three-storey
converted rooming house on Toronto's
busy Carlton Street where Ann now runs
an antique shop and David, upstairs,
plots his fifth book in between
migraines, surrounded by Victorian
furniture and wallpaper that reflect his
passion for 18th Century crime fiction.
His books so far have included Bloody
York, Crime in a Cold Climate,
Investigating Women, and, a ten-year
effort about to be published, Canadian
Crime Fiction-allof which have led
him to becoming the anthologist of crime
fiction.
There has been an upsurge in public
interest in crime fiction and David is
pleased to tell us why. "There's the
puzzle element, the idea of trying to
solve the mystery before the detective
does; the desire to see villains brought to
justice; and then there's the
entertainment value." But weren't these
elements always present? Yes, but they
have been accentuated by the crime rise
in our cities, says David. "Where you
have a growth in crime, people begin to
look to fiction for a salvation. It helps

--·- ·- ·

SBOAR'S
HEAD
DINNER
Thursday
December 12 1996
Reservations for the dinner must be made with
Molly only on or after Monday, November 4,

S

1996. Although we expect to accommodate all
interested members, space is limited and will
be filled on a first reserved, first served basis.
Reservations, however made, prior to that date
will not be honoured.
Members are reminded that it is a members-only
evening.
The main course will be roast beef. Members
requiring a special menu should notify Molly
when making their reservation.
This traditional evening includes dinner, wine and
the preprandial drinks in the ticket price of $50.
i--

...-
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them believe that even for a little while
there's somebody out there who's going
to make the world all right."
At the club, David is on the executive
committee and besides being past chair
of the Writers' Group, serves on
committees for communications, music
and Club Nights. So he knows what's
going on and he approves. "In the last
few years the club has come alive again,
we're getting attendance and it's now
worthwhile inviting people to come and
perform and inform because there will be
a decent audience for them."
For some years David was the club
librarian and this facility too has new life
because his replacement, Ann Schabas,
former Dean of the Faculty of Library
Science, is getting it into shape. Since
still we cannot afford to buy the books
we want, we are dependent on
contributions and David has an idea for
that.
"Perhaps we could get free copies
from publishers in return for reviews in
the LAMPSletter," he says, but then he
has a second thought: "What if it is a
negative review?"
Fergus Cronin
(Book reviews welcome!--ed.)

PHOTOGRAPHY
TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
January 13-31 1997
All themes and photographic techniques are
/
welcome. There is no size limitation, but
photographs must be framed and ready to hang. The work can be
for sale and the club keeps 20%. Please bring a maximum of three
prints to the LAMPSroom on Saturday, January 11, between 9 a.m.
and 12 noon. The photographs will be juried by the members of the
Photography Committee.
Donation of Camera Requested
The Photography Committee needs a camera for the documentation
of club events. If anyone would be interested in donating a pointand-shoot camera to the committee, it would be greatly appreciated.
Please call Elizabeth Siegfried at 538-9585. Thanks for your help!
We are indebted to Jim Parr who has kindly offered to furnish
copies for our archives of his photographic portraits of club
members, on display at his recent show in September and an earlier
show in 1994. Those members whose portraits were included in
either show are asked to provide a brief resume that can be attached
to each photograph, so that future generations will be able to
recognize today's distinguished members. Please contact Margaret
McBurney, 961-6840.
V
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Join Us
in Celebrating the Birth of a
New Canadian Artbook Imprint!

The Archives of Canadian Art
An Imprint of Carleton University Press
On the Occasion of the Publication of

J.E.H. MacDonald:Designer

by Robert Stacey and Hunter Bishop
The design work of Group of Seven Painter J.E.H. MacDonald was not only central to
his personal artistic development, but inseparable from the graphic design industry in
Toronto from the 1890s to the 1930s: the "golden age" of book and magazine
illustration. This connection has been largely overshadowed by his painting. Now this
splendid book, tracing MacDonald's involvement with fine printing, book design and
commercial art, raises the profile of graphic design as a formative influence in
Canadian visual culture.

NEW YEAR'S EVE
YES!
THERE WILL BE A
THIRD ANNUAL
After lengthy discussion
and much compromise
we arrived at a date
suitable to all (we think):
December 31, 1996

and continuing into
January 1 next year
which will be in 1997 for
those who track those
things. As you peruse this
notice your committee is
hard at work planning and

arranging the evening,

and

no doubt.

William Thomas: Architect (1799-1860)

MUSIC! live and
recorded

by Glenn McArthur and Annie Szamosi
Among architect-historians, William Thomas is recognised as being "one of the
founders of the Canadian architectural profession." His prodigious output during a
17-year career in Canada, dating from 1843 to 1860, included over 100 buildings,
many of which are still standing today. The significance of Thomas's contribution
cannot be overestimated. His buildings became the foci of towns, housing the
communities' religious, governmental, educational, commercial and cultural activities.
In drawings, prints and photographs of this period depicting Toronto, Quebec City,
Hamilton, Halifax, London, Guelph, Chatham and Niagara-on-the-lake, we can see
the direct effects of Thomas's work. This publication is of special interest not only for
the practising architect or historian but, with its strong visuals and informal style,
accessible and entertaining for anyone eager to celebrate our architectural heritage.

At the Arts and Letters Club
14 Elm Street
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1G7

(416) 595-0223
November 26, 1996

6-9 p.m.
The Great Hall
RSVP: (416) 260-6675 or (613) 523-6855
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ENTERTAINMENT!

any volunteers?
FINE DINING!
DECORATIONS!

and the now-famous
BALLOON BAG!
If you would like to HELP
please call Gord Fulton.

LAMPSletter deadline for November:
Friday November 15, 1pm.
Items received after the deadline will
appear in the next issue.
Many thanks to Tom McNeely for the set
of illustrations to brighten the
LAMPSletter.
Outdoor sketching illustration from
Paintingthe Ontario Landscape, by JanO
Champagne, U of T Press.
Editor:
What's On Editor:
Copy Editor:

Pat Stewart
Ray Cattell
Gladys Houck

MON DAY CLUB NIGHTS

LITERATURE

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Herbert Whittaker and his friend
"R.H. Thomson" star of Tom
Stoppard's Arkadia playing at
the Canadian Stage Company.

.C

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Remembrance Day. Join Ruth Morawetz and the Choir to
sing some of the songs of World War 1, World War 2
and the Empire. Bring your military caps and flags.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18
David Silcox, visiting senior fellow at Massey College
discusses his eagerly awaited biography of David B.
Milne PaintingPlace.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25

Faulknerand Sherwood
Soldiering for Canada in the Great War
John Twomey discusses the World War
experiences of William Faulkner and
Robert Sherwood and their literary
careers.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12

The legacy of Canadian T. V. Drama
Mary Jane Miller, film and drama professor at Brock
University, traces the history of T.V. Drama in Canada.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

The new popularity of Science Fiction
Robert J. Sawyer, award winning Canadian Sci-fi writer,
talks about the heightened popularity of science fiction
and fantasy in films, T.V. and in books.

Music. This you must hear! The Canadian Singers
directed by Harvey Patterson. An all-Canadian program
of your favorite songs such as A place to stand,Swinging TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Shepherd Blues, Allouette, My way and a medley from
A fican-CaribbeanStory Telling
Hair.Music Director Harvey Patterson has worked in
Althea Prince, writer and educator, describes the writing
radio, T.V., stage and concert hall and conducts the
and publishing of her book of African-Caribbean stories.
Harmony singers of Etobicoke. Bruce Harvey,
accompanist, has a varied career in theatre, cabaret,
_OUTDOOR SKETCHING
recording studios, concerts and clubs, including Toronto
productions of Napoleon, Joseph and the Amazing
Our last outdoor sketching event this year will
TechnicolourDream Coat, Catsand Anne of Green Gables.
Sbe at Mary and lan McGillivray's farm, north of
Highway 9, between Highways 11 & 400 on
.
tSaturday
a
^
November 2nd. Lots of rolling

MUSIC
I

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7

Faculty of Music, University of Toronto
Chamber Orchestra, conducted by
David Zafer, world renowned violinist
and teacher. After their triumph last
year David Zafer returns with his 25-strong chamber group
from the Faculty of Music. Program includes Vivaldi: The
FourSeasons: Falland Winter; Dvorak: Romancefor Violin
and Chamber Orchestra,Ellen Jung, violin (who gave such
a beautiful solo recital at our September 19 music event)
Joseph Suk: SeranadeforStrings.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Faculty of Music: Music and Poetry Series #2. Another
fascinating program put together by John Hawkins,
composer and Eric Domville expert on songs in English.
Works by Benjamin Britten and Elliot Carter: Liesel
Fedkenheuer, mezzo soprano; Michael Colvin, tenor;
John Hawkins, piano; Eric Domville, commentator.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21

*

Festival Of Strings #2. Royal Conservatory of Music
Chamber Ensemble. Program includes Bruch's Four Pieces
for clarinet, viola and piano, and a Hayden string quartet.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28
More Kiwanis Festival Stars

-y

country, perfect for sketching

J.c.
but,whether you sketch or not,
members and friends fore-gather for a Pot-luck lunch at
about Noon, bring food and/or wine. Maps at the Club.
Call Jack Carr, 444-6517 for information.

Members Dinner
Wednesday November 13
Guest Speaker Jan Wong, is the author of the recently
published best seller Red ChinaBlues. She was from
1988-1994 the much-acclaimed Beijing correspondent
for The Globe andMail. A graduate of McGill University
and the Columbia School of Journalism, she is the
recipient of a National Newspaper Award and many
other honours for her reporting.
She has also written for the New York Times and
The Wall StreetJournal.
Special Menu
Egg Drop Soup
Vegetable Spring Rolls
Pan Fried Scallops with Pine Nuts
Gingered Brown Rice
Chinese Vegetables
Fresh Mango Pudding
PLEASE BOOK WITH MOLLY
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Sandra's
Sunday
Great Hall
rented,
afternoon

Choir 4 p.m.
Club Night:
Whittaker's
friend R.H.
Thomson

Literary Table:
John
Twomey
Faulkner and
Sherwood
Art Cttee

Music Cttee

Music Table:
David Zafer
Chamber
Orchestra
Great Hall
rented, evening

Painters' Open
Studio,
10 a.m.3:30 p.m.
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15

Choir 4 p.m.
Exec. Cttee.
5:15 p.m.
Club Night:
Remembrance
Day

Literary Table:
Reception for
Mary Jane
new members
Members
Miller: TV
drama
Dinner: Jan
Play reading
Wong
group 6:30 p.m.

Music Table:
Music and
Poetry

Painters' Open
Studio,
10 a.m.-3:30
pMm.
LAMPSletter
deadline 1 p.m
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Choir 4 p.m.
House Cttee,
5:15
Club Night:
David Silcox on
David Milne

Literary Table:
Science fiction
by Robert
Sawyer

Music Table:
RCM Chamber
Ensemble
Great Hall
rented, evening

Painters'
Open Studio,
10 a.m.3:30 p.m.

Art Opening:
Small Paintings
Show (juried)
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President's
Notes
for
Murder?,
presented by our
•
' ( V
'
'j/d,
theatre group at
the end of
October, was
stylish, sophisticated and full of laughs. It
was another example of the efforts our
talented members expend on presenting
first class events for fellow club members
to enjoy. With the holiday season the
number of activities will increase,
including such special celebrations as the
Children's Holiday Party, the Holiday
the Boar's Head Dinner and
the New Year's Eve Gala. So make
careful note in your calendars and reserve
early.
Have you looked around in our
lounge? Moya Gillett has done a
wonderful job with the restoration of the
executive lists, each in itself a work of
art. That they have been so varied
through the years speaks volumes for the
club artists who designed them. The most
recent, the 1995-96 list, is by Tom
McNeely. Art Committee chair Zora
Buchanan has also hung background
information on the lists and other items.
Beer lovers will be pleased to know
that you can now buy draft beer at our
bar. Still on the subject of drink, several
club officers recently held a wine tasting
(13 wines), with the objective of finding
good--and inexpensive-red and white
house wines. The session was long and
strenuous and some of the tasters seemed
Srather the worse for wear when the results
were tallied. You will be tasting our
decisions very soon.
SAnybody

The

ewsettr
The
newsletter

The

Arts

and

Club of Toronto
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THERE WILL BE: A NEW YEAR'S GALA
with:

* a new New Year's price-$40
* our own live band-

Stan King, Don Pounsett,
Ezra Schabas, Ron Sorley,
John Wimbs
* dancing
* entertainment
* table games

SLuncheons,

Ezra Schabas

HInd [Letters
of he A~r-r1-Y
of

* singles
* prizes
* gourmet dinner, menu chosen by Zora Buchanan
* champagne at midnight
* balloons in a bag
* a first foot
RESERVATIONS TAKEN UNTIL DECEMBER 23
After that date, call Betty Postill, 961-5609,
to cancel or for possible extra space.
Oh! Any musicians hiding out there? Call Stan King.
..
I

From the "Red" Book
An Ottawa Grit named Torpedo
Took his girl for a skate on the Rideau
But the ice was so thin
That they both fell right in
Which did cool off their Lib'ral libido
Montague Larkin

HO HO HO
Can you just imagine:
No Santa Claus
No Story book
No Jim's magic
No fun and games?

HO!!!

HO!!! HO!!!

Of course not!
We are going to have a wonderful

CHILDREN'S
HOLIDAY PARTY

MEMBERSHIP: Who's New?
We welcome:

a

Brenda Davies (non-resident) (905) 964-6488
Mrs. Robertson Davies, actor, stage manager, theatre director, W
and now publisher (Pendragon Ink), joins us to meet people of
similar interests. Proposer: Brian Parker
Frances Anne McShane (member) (416) 533-6936
who has studied music as well as painting and is a member of
the Toronto Watercolour Society; finds club members friendly
and approachable. Proposer: Janice Davis
Charles T. Meadow (professional) (416) 654-7033
Professor emeritus at the Faculty of Information Studies, U. of
T. Charles is a computer specialist and has written many books
and articles on information science, including several articles
questioning the future of the book. Proposer: Ann Schabas

DRAWN from the
Art Committee
The Wednesday evening painting studio for members is being
reinstated. Call Neville Clark for more information.

So:
You'd better not pout
You'd better not shout
And:
You'd better believe
for all the young at heart, ages 2-82
(if you're 83, fib a little)
Santa will be at the Arts and Letters Club
Sunday, December 15
2:00-4:00 p.m.
$5 per child (adults accompanying are free)
PLEASE RESERVE WITH MOLLY
for information call Beth Firstbrook 483-9376
I __~ _
·

Outdoor Sketchers
Again, our grateful thanks to those members who so kindly
hosted our outdoor sketching events this year. Although the
weather has not always been co-operative, we still had a good
season, with six Saturday events hosted at members' country
homes and retreats, plus two resort weekends. It will not be
long before planning for next year begins, and already we have
had some offers from member-hosts, for which we thank them.
But there are still some blanks in the program, so if any
members would like to host a Saturday event, please call Jack
Carr,444-6517.
2

Thanks to Heather Strucken for the tremendous effort she has
put into the Christmas Open House and Attic Arts and Crafts •
Sale. May I remind members that 20% of the sale goes to the
club when you or your friends purchase at the club a painting
or book or items from the Attic sale.
But posters are different. The artists donate all the proceeds
from the Holiday Posters to the club, so please bid generously
at the silent auction. The poster show opens on Club Night,
December 2, and bidding closes on January 10, 1997 at 1:00
p.m. Mary Corelli is in charge.
The new Visual Arts Table, commencing on February 12,
1997, will take place once a month on the second Wednesday.
Gary Stark will be the panel chair and members and guests
can look forward to stimulating conversation, videos,
interesting speakers. It will be an opportunity to expand our
knowledge of the sometimes strange, always unique, world of
the visual artist.
The Mackay Houstoun retrospective show opening was great
fun. An event such as this takes a lot of advance planning and it
is no easy task selecting and gathering around 40 paintings.
John Snell was the mastermind for this show. Thanks to
Archie Arbuckle for interviewing Mac so amusingly, and
thanks too to the show hangers, William Sherman, John
Sullivan, Art Steven, Tom McNeely, Neville Clark and
myself. Barbara Alien organized Mac's favourite dinner.
(
Next Art Committee Meeting, Monday, December 2, at 5:15.
Zora Buchanan

MEMBERS'

Connie and David Briant recently won
a stewardship award from the Muskoka
Heritage Foundation for pledging to keep
their cottage property at Lake of Bays in
its natural state. Connie is also active as
co-chair of the tax committee for the
Lake of Bays Association.

NEWS

0

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Film critic Gerald Pratley has reviewed
Auteur Provocateur:The Films of Denys
Arcand for the October issue of the
Literary Review of Canadain an article
entitled Alone Among Others.

We have heard comments from a few
members about "too many activities" at
the club. Let's address this.
Our members are coming to the club
in increasing numbers to enjoy what we
hope are exciting, stimulating events. As
you know, we derive income from fees
and rentals, but this is augmented by
income from the sale of food and
beverages to our members and their
guests. This, with the growth of club
activities (and the resulting increase in
food and beverage income), we have
been able to avoid raisingfees for the
past FOUR YEARS. And during this
time, food and beverage prices have
increased only minimally. We think this
is quite an accomplishment! What's
more, everyone appears to be having a
good time. It's a win/win situation.
Of course, we don't expect you to
attend every event-no one does that!
But we do want to keep the club alive,
vital, and inexpensive, while offering
something for everyone. If we can
manage this, we'll be able to keep future
fee increases to a minimum.
As always, we welcome your
comments and suggestions.

Portraits of Margaret and Barker
Fairley painted by Fred Varley hang in
the National Gallery of Canada. Last
spring, when the Fairley's daughter, Ann
Schabas celebrated a major birthday, her
five children presented her with
reproductions of the Varley portraitsreproduced on canvas by the National
Gallery to ensure the highest quality. It
was Ann's best birthday present ever.
Congratulations are in order for these
talented members:
Paul McKerry has been awarded
Honourable Mention for two poems, At
the Henry Moore Exhibit and Milkweed
in the Scarborough Arts Council's 1996
Poetry Competition. This contest attracts
poetry from across Canada and, this
year, there were about 100 entries in the
adult category. The juror was Toronto
poet Ted Plantos. (See page 4 for At the
Henry Moore Exhibit.)
Andrew Sookrah recently won two gold
awards from the Canadian Direct
Marketing Association--one for
consumer advertising, the other
presented for the best overall creative
design in direct marketing. The product
advertised was Gilbey Canada's hot
cinnamon schnapps liqueur called
Goldschlager,in which 24-karat gold
flakes are suspended in the ingredients
and consumed by the drinker.

*

David Oleson's firm, Oleson Warland
Architects, was awarded the American
Society of Landscape Architects' highest
honour, the 1996 President's Award of
Excellence. The prize (awarded only
seven times since 1968) was for the
controversial Village of Yorkville Park,
on Cumberland Street. David is our Eric
Arthur Honourary Member for
Architecture.

Margaret McBurney,
Chair, Activities Committee

STwo

MUSIC
PREVIEWS
.·,

Reminder! Simon Fryer, cellist and
Lydia Wong, pianist, will present a solo
program of works by Faure, Kulesha and
Prokofiev on Club Night, Monday,
January 20. This husband and wife team
will sweep you off your classical feet!
Late breaking news! Vernon Regehr,
cellist, winner of the Arts and Letters
Club Award at the Royal Conservatory
of Music, will present a solo program on
Club Night, Monday, February 10.
Vernon is looking forward to doing postgraduate work at Yale University. He has
already played at the club several times
with chamber groups from the
Conservatory.
Also! Watch for St. Michael's
Cathedral instrumentalists at Music
Table, Thursday, February 13. This will
be the first time this group has appeared
at the club.
Watch this space for further
announcements.
John Lawson

Christmas Gifts
Looking for the gift with that extra
something? Give a copy of a book by a
club member. There's a selection to
satisfy every taste in the Lounge
opposite the Bar. Just pay for it when
you buy your drink. The author might
even be around to autograph it for you.

Holiday Luncheons
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18

Pianist Ruth Morawetz and actor John Rammell will entertain with
seasonal music and readings.
.
THURSDAY DECEMBER 19

Soprano Jean Edwards, accompanied by Nancy Antonacci will sing for
us and Peter Hart will present a festive reading.

For both luncheons Rod Austin will be your genial master of
ceremonies and our president Ezra Schabas will be on hand
to bring you greetings.
Our manager Bob Gerrard always serves a sumptuous buffet.
Don't miss these specials.

II
3

Members' directory
now available
Your personalized copy of the new
Members' Directory is now available for
pick-up from Molly. By dropping by the
office and picking up your own copy,
you will be saving the club the expense
of mailing. The Treasurer expresses his
thanks. Additional copies are available
for $1.00. Non-resident members who
have not picked up their copy by year's
end will receive it by mail in January.
The Communications Committee is more
than appreciative of the work of Ann
Schabas and Molly in producing this
edition.

InDays of Yore
Unsigned, undated notes from our
Archives as found by Margaret
McBurney:
In 1958, Sir Ernest MacMillan
(president 1930-32) reminisced: "The
club has meant far more in the life of our
community than most people realize, for
it shuns publicity. Working the
background of the artistic world, it has
been 'the little leaven that leaveneth the
whole lump.' In a rapidly changing
world, it has preserved its character as a
refuge where one can let off steam
without fear of being reported, meet
many of one's closest friends, swap ideas
and yarns and, on occasion, make more
or less whoopee."

PHOTOGRAPHY
To all club members:
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
FOR PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
January 13-31, 1997
All themes and photographic techniques are
welcome. There is no size limitation, but
photographs must be framed and ready to hang. The
work can be for sale (the club keeps 20%). Please bring
a maximum of three prints to the LAMPSroom on
Saturday, January 11, between 9 and 11 a.m. The photographs
will be juried by members of the Photography Committee.
Elizabeth Siegfried
P.S. A huge thank you to Gord Fulton for the donation of a point-and-shoot camera.
We have taken a look at the list of club events and organized volunteers to document
these happenings. Take note: because the December meeting would fall on Christmas,
we will meet at noon on Wednesday, January 8.
E.S.

AT THE HENRY MOORE EXHIBIT
All these signs warning us
against touching
demand the impossible.
These premature titans,
alien and sightless,
not quite human,
these mute earth mothers,
sprung from the earth,
awaiting wayward children

are meant to be consoled.
Rounded squares,
permanently frozen,

MEMBERS ART EXHIBITS
Tom McNeely is showing New
Watercolours at the Del Bello Gallery,
788 King St. W., November 21-30.
Gallery hours: Tues.-Thurs. 11 a.m.5 p.m.

Mary Corelli invites members to the
opening of her watercolour show on
Monday, December 9, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
at the gallery of Rosedale United
Church, coner of Glen Rd. and
Roxborough Dr. The show continues
through December.
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caught by the gorgon's
forbidding eye
in the very act
of collapsing into ovals,
silently plead
to be comforted.
These great sterile eggs,
alluring in their perfection,
smooth the crumpled nerve ends
of my spent day.
Let me sit here
for awhile;
I won't touch them
but I'm not carrying
any damn sign.
Paul D. McKerry

People of the Club

Portraitby Hilton Hassell (1910-1980)
Moving to the country was what changed Gordon Peters' life
and switched him irrevocably from commercial art to landscape
painting.
After spending five and one half years in the Artillery during
World War II, Gord came home to Montreal with the
conviction that commercial art would be a good career. So,
after some preliminary training in Montreal, he moved south
with his wife, Lois (Desormeaux) and started a four-year course
in New York City, landed a job there, and was called up for the
Korean War.

Letter to the editor:
Nov. 12, 1996

*

When my taxi drew up at the club, I was late for our Literary
Table speaker, Brenda Davies. I fumbled and fumbled for my
fare (about $20), but it simply wasn't there. My wallet lay on
the table at home. To my utter amazement, my driver
spontaneously handed me a ten dollar bill (for my lunch) and
assured me that he would be back to drive me home at 2:00
o'clock. Was I really in Toronto?

"This," he says, "in spite of being 31, married and a
Canadian. Going back into uniform was the last thing I wanted,
so we came back home and settled in Toronto where Lois'
parents lived." And he started work for TDF, the country's
largest commercial art firm.
But he had enjoyed New York. "It was a marvellous place to
live, with something going on all the time. There would be an
exhibition of Spanish-American art, or a show by the Society of
Illustrators, or a one-man show by a leading illustrator such as
Al Parker. And I would walk the streets and visit all the art
galleries, and I not only got to know the whole city but gained a
good understanding of the contemporary world of art."
At TDF he was one of a staff of about 60, and the pace was
killing-"working at night, and almost every weekend." He
stuck it for two years, then with two other men set up their own
art studio, but finally decided to make a clean break from
commercial art to watercolour landscapes.
So, about 1968, Gord and Lois with their two youngsters,
sold their Toronto home and built one in Caledon East, and
there he continued the kind of work he had started at the age of
12, when he would work on an easel in the snow on Mount
Royal. His career as a watercolourist had a boost when he was
elected to the American Watercolour Society, becoming one of
only about five Canadian members. He is also a member of the
Canadian Society of Painters in Watercolour, the Ontario
Society of Artists and the Royal Canadian Academy.
Gord joined the club in 1964. For several years he
contributed to the Spring Show by painting backdrops. "I've
met some wonderful people there and I only wish I could get
there more often." He has had four one-man shows at the club,
the last of which, in 1995, took the form of a 'roast.' Among
those at the podium was artist Art Steven, who remarked on
Gord's landscape work in Ontario, the east coast and Ireland.
Then Bill Sherman mentioned the many collections in which
Gord's work is represented and said:
"One incident proves how much his paintings were
appreciated: It seems Gord had sold four good-sized paintings
to Noranda Mines and they hung on the walls of their head
office. All four of them were stolen. The thieves had discerning
good taste and ignored all the gold of Noranda and stole only
Gord's paintings."
Fergus Cronin
I was just in time to hear actress Davies inimitable reading of
Robertson's fun version of that overdone Christmas Carol.
Now here I had my own Christmas story to add to it.
If any club member finds him/herself in a Royal taxi driven by
a lean Asian with flashing black eyes, ask him if his name is
Karim Chaudhoury. He comes from Bangladesh. Greet him
from me!
Yours truly,
Katharine Symons

5

Boar's Head Dinner
Thursday, December 12, 1996

Assemble by 6:15 p.m.
js

The ceremonial punchbowl, carried by the president, will be escorted into the
LAMPSroom and the proceedings, including the bar, will be declared open at
6:30 p.m., and the feast commences at 7:00 p.m.
'Qi

Members are reminded that, although we expect to accommodate all those
interested, space is limited and will be filled on a first come, first served basis.
Also a reminder that it is a members-only evening. Reservations MUST be made
with Molly only, as soon as possible, as over 60% of the spaces are already taken.
Should the number of reservations exceed the maximum permissible in the Great
Hall, there will be a waiting list, and those on that list, in chronological order, will
be offered space when cancellations are received. If a member has a reservation

and finds that attendance is not possible, PLEASE CANCEL WITH MOLLY ONLY, to allow another member to

have that space.

This traditional evening includes entertainment, the dinner, wine and preprandial drinks in the ticket price of
$50, which also includes the taxes (approx. $9.50!). The five-course feast will include a roast beef main
course. Members requiring a special menu should notify Molly at the time of reservation.
i

·

·

·

·I

·-·

Celebrate ROBBIE BURNS
birthday in the traditional way!
BURNS SUPPER
Thursday, January 23, 1997
The pipes they are a-callin! It's HAGGIS time again!
Songs, Poetry, Stories, Speeches and Bagpipes
A Grrr-e-a-t Scottish Dinner with wines and Drambuie
Haggis too, wi' a dram o' Scotch tae wet your whistle.
Your host: Malcolm Sinclair
Aided by:
David McKane
Reg Wallace

Zora Buchanan

Calling SPRING SHOW Writers!
A reminder that the deadline for entries for the
Spring Show is December 16! Before you become
immersed in the holiday activities coming up,
sharpen your quills and prepare your skits (short,
punchy and witty). The theme is to explore how
human nature has or has not changed over the
centuries. What do we have in common with those
who waited for the midnight chime in the year 999?
(Ideas might spring from Warren Clements' The
Challenge (236), in the Globe and Mail, November
16.) Call Betty Trott or Monty Larkin.

6

Cost: $43 per person (includes all of the above!)
5:30 p.m. Cash Bar featuring: Malts and Rob Roys
7:00 p.m. Dinner
This event is always sold out. Reservations are absolutely
essential. In order to accommodate members first,
reservations will be limited to a member and one guest until
January 4, 1997. Thereafter, members may reserve for
additional guests, depending on space.

LAMPSletter deadline for December: Friday, December 13, 1 p.m.
Items received after the deadline will appear in the next issue.
Editor:
What's On Editor:
Copy Editor:

Pat Stewart
Ray Cattell
Gladys Houck

MONDAY CLUB NIGHTS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2
CBC Remembered:
Those were the days.
CBC's 60th Anniversary. It's an
occasion for ex-CBC club members
and guest Knowlton Nash to
recollect and reflect on the good old days. Were they that
good? Revealing anecdotes from those who were on the
inside of Canada's unique communication and
entertainment service. Historians take note...or notes.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
Guitars!... Guitars!... Guitars!...
The University of Toronto Guitar
Ensemble directed by the pre*
*^
eminent Canadian classical
/
/ j
guitarist Eli Kassner.
Come hear 12 guitars on stage!
This wonderful group appeared last year and was a
sensation. They have achieved international success
under Eli Kassner's direction, having appeared at
international festivals in Cuba, Martinique and Costa
Rica. Their program includes Corelli, Handel, Pachelbel,
Mozart, Stephen Dodgson ... solos, duets...a full
evening's program!
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
Club nights keep getting better and better!
Lorna MacDonald, soprano extraordinary and head of
the Faculty of Music Vocal Department, returns to the
Club with a solo performance of music, by Mozart,
Strauss, Puccini, Quilter, Hoiby, and songs of the
holiday season. Her accompanist is pianist Che Anne
Loewen, well known to the Club.

WRITERS GROUP
FRIDAY DECEMBER 6

Talesfrom the Publishing Wars. Join our fellow writer
members in a lively debate of publishing trials and
tribulations. Offer up some insider secrets to aspiring
members, or simply commiserate on the folly of editors.
This is an afternoon of anecdotes and information.

ART EVENT
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2
The opening of the Holiday Poster show highlighting the
* spirit of the season. It's your chance to choose a
favourite and place your silent bid knowing that the total
monies from this auction goes to the Club. The show
remains until January 10, when final bids will be
accepted.

LITERARY TABLE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3
Professor Robin Jackson, University of
Toronto. Topic: Samuel T. Coleridge,A
Thinking Prose Writer.
Professor Jackson has been involved in
the editing for publication of The
Coleridge Notebooks, which have shed
new light on our understanding of this author.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
A discussion of certain works of three significant contemporary Canadian poets. Copies of the poems will be
available in advance of the group discussion.
Moderator, George Edmonds.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
Miss Betty Oliphant
Topic: Excellence or the ease of mediocrity
We are proud of the achievement of The National Ballet
of Canada and The National Ballet School. The
contributions of Betty Oliphant towards the
establishment of both have been effective and crucial.

MUSIC TABLE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5
The Royal Conservatory of Music:
Festival of Strings No.3
The Great Hall has been the scene of
many evenings of music but probably
none more splendid than the Festival
of Strings series. In this third concert,
a Mozart quintet begins the program followed by the
Dvorak Sextet in A Major. Chamber music at its most
enjoyable... a must for the enthusiast!
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23
Sing along with Ezra!
We've got the song sheets, you've
got the voices. Ezra Schabas will
guide us... who sings Page and
who sings King...so, come into the
warmth of Club camaraderie,
lubricate your throats and let the
Great Hall echo to the sounds of
Good King Wenceslas.
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President's
Notes

*

*

- Meals at the
club-how good
or bad-area
sure source of
contention. Many
members enjoy
the meals, their
variety, quality and prices. Some believe
that our buffet meals are too similar, even
though the main courses-usually two to
satisfy non-meat eaters-are rarely
repeated over a 30-day span. Others
question adventurous dinners, e.g. the
November Chinese meal that
complemented Jan Wong's talk on China.
(Some people don't like Chinese food
under any circumstances.)
Contentious too are the prices of
meals. Ours are all inclusive; in
restaurants you must add 15 per cent for
taxes and 15 per cent for gratuities, and
coffee is extra. We keep meal prices as
low as possible.
Nonetheless, a small advisory
committee has been struck and will
confer with Bob Gerrard and the kitchen
staff on menus and related issues. In the
meantime, if members have suggestions,
please direct them to me.
Recently a distinguished life member
talked with me about the club's
ambiance. With some concern he noted
how it differs from years past. After
discussion we agreed that the club has
changed to some degree, but change is
inevitable and not necessarily a negative.
We also agreed that the club pursues, as
vigorously as ever, the arts and letters
and uncompromisingly preserves its
valued traditions.
I thank members for their generous
contributions to the staff gratuity fund.
Best wishes for the holiday season, and a
Happy New Year.
Ezra Schabas

The newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto

MEMBERS' DINNER
Tuesday, January 14, 1977
5:30 p.m. for 7:00 p.m. dinner
Featuring the incomparable

DAVID BEN with PATRICK WATSON
presenting

The Making of The Conjuror
David Ben is a graduate of the U. of T., Western, the London School of
Economics and a tax lawyer who, while still in his twenties, "retired" to
pursue his first love... magic. He will preview for us the new
documentary The Making of the Conjuror (soon to be aired
on CBC T.V. Adrienne Clarkson Presentsand on the A&E Network.)
David and Patrick Watson will reminisce about the production of their
highly successful show at last summer's Shaw Festival. They'll be
returning to the Shaw in 1997 to present The Conjuror,PartTwo.

Reserve early as this isbound to be a sold-out event
$22.00 taxes included

BURNS SUPPER
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23

A GREAT SCOTTISH DINNER
WITH WINES AND DRAMBUIE
HAGGIS TOO!
wi' dram o' scotch tae whet your whistle!
Your host Malcolm Sinclair
aided by David McKane
Reg Wallace & Zora Buchanan
$43.00 includes taxes and all of the above
5:30 PM cash bar featuring Malts & Rob Roys
7:00 p.m. DINNER
Reservations by January 4 for member and one guest
then as space permits

Jack Secord

(1908-1996)

The attendance of many club members at Jack's funeral was
indicative of the warm regard held for him during his 35 years
as a member of the club. John Irwin reports that during his
presidency in 1972, Jack and Walter Coucill set up the
beginning of the club's art collection. (ed.)
John Secord-Jack, as we knew him at Art and Design
Studios, was the director of the prestigious award-winning
advertising design department of Eaton's Toronto-based store.
It was his responsibility to oversee the production of the
store's image-enhancing artwork. This work was created by the
in-store design staff, or purchased from independent art studios
such as ADS.
Jack selected the studios he knew were capable of giving his
assignments the look of quality and uniqueness. That was
always his prime objective.
Jack's enthusiasm for the fine arts soon became evident to
us, and in some cases, connections that started as business
interests ultimately developed into friendships. From that point
on he became a welcome addition to ADS's spring and fall
sketching trips.
Over the years Jack's interest never dimmed. His fine art
aspirations were mostly in the field of black and white
graphics. In this genre his work was impressive, producing an
abundance of very fine drawings on his trips abroad with his
wife, Grace, and at home on his own turf.
Mac Houstoun
I met Jack Secord at the Arts and Letters Club soon after I
joined in 1969. For the following 10 years Jack was one of the
artists that I relied on to assist on the Spring Show.
Always enthusiastic, he was ready and willing to assist in all
activities. Jack and Grace participated in many of the sketching
trips: Jack's superb drawing skills were an inspiration to me
and many other artists. His concern for quality led him to
rebuild felt pans to use permanent ink (they are normally
fugitive). No preliminary pencil lines for Jack--his pen and ink
was stronger than a sword.
John Snell
The Honourable William Rogers, retired Justice of the Court
of Justice of Toronto died in November, 1996. Club members
will remember him for his interest in painting, music and the
theatre and for his humour. His obituary is on the bulletin
board.

Virginia Trieloff (member) (416) 926-9578
Virginia, a multimedia producer/director, a Barbadian native
educated in Switzerland and England, immigrated to Canada in
1975. She plans to participate in the club's theatrical events, the
choir, and painting. Proposer: Diana Hore.
Pat Goss (professional) (416) 922-3662
Pat has been a fashion artist, a painter, an art teacher and art
therapist (founding member of the Jungian Analytical Society).
Retired from all that, she now works at stone carving here and
in Italy. Proposer: Ann Henderson.

DRAWN from the
Art Committee
Artists who have created the Holiday Posters are Eleanor
Besen, Zora Buchanan, Tom Bjarnason, Jack Carr, Mary
Corelli, Judith Graham, John Joy, Tom McNeely, Shirley
Pounsett, Doug Purdon, John Snell, Art Steven, Jessica
Steven, Stephen Quinlan, William Sherman, Violet
Thresher and Les Tibbles. The Silent Auction continues until
January 10, 1997.
Loi Hathaway is to be thanked for the design of the Boar's
Head programme and menu.
Ritchie's Important CanadianArt Auction Catalogue features a
painting by Franklin (Archie) Arbuckle on the front cover.
Congratulations to Tom Chatfield! One of his paintings is on a
Christmas card for the Children's Aid Society.
A record number of paintings, 27 (TWENTY-SEVEN), were
sold at the Small Paintings Show. Thanks to the many
participants.
Members who are joining or renewing their membership to
Visual Arts Ontario should know that the Arts and Letters Club
is an affiliate member. This entitles you to 20% off the yearly
membership fee. Membership in VAO allows you discounts on
art supplies, free lectures and a quarterly magazine in which
you can announce your shows and be informed of
competitions, courses, and grants available, etc.
Next Art Committee meeting: Monday, January 6, 5:15 p.m.
Zora Buchanan

NEW YEAR'S EVE GALA

Zora Buchanan

Price $40

MEMBERSHIP: Who's New?
Thomas W. McKaig (member) (905) 458-9997
Partner in a computer data base company, Tom has received
degrees in political science and economics in Canada and
Europe and has done extensive volunteer work through CESO
in developing countries. His other languages include French,
Russian, Italian and German, and Spanish will soon be added to
the list! Proposer: John Pepall.
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Hors d'oeuvres and cocktails at 7:00 p.m.
Gourmet dinner begins at 8:00 p.m.
Dancing with our club band and recordings
throughout the evening.
Games, prizes, balloons, first foot,
midnight champagne.
After December 23, call Betty Postill to cancel or for possible
extra space.

MEMBERS '
NEWS

Congratulations to Andrew Sookrah,
whose agency, Engine Room Creative,
has won a gold award in the Integrated
Category of the Canadian Direct
Marketing Association annual RSVP
awards.

The U. of T. Press will shortly release
The Law Society of Upper Canadaand
Ontario'sLawyers (1797-1997) by
Christopher Moore, edited by Ramsay
Derry, to celebrate the Society's
bicentennial. The jacket, designed by V.
John Lee, features a colour woodcut of
Osgoode Hall by Derek Aylen.
Terence Finlay, Anglican Bishop of
Toronto, has named Elizabeth Kilbourn
a canon of the Cathedral of St. James, in
the diocese of Toronto.
Time of My Life, an engaging

play by
SAlan Ayckbourn, directed by Julian

Mulock, recently completed a highly
successful three-week run by the East
Side Players at the Todmorden Theatre,
Pottery Road.

Our Office Administrator, Molly Smith,
is not the only treasure in the office.
Recently, as the office was undergoing
reorganization with the help of the
energetic Chair of Communications,
another treasure was discovered. Betty
Postill uncovered the club charter (dated
1920) hidden at the back of a file drawer,
somewhat the worse for wear, but with
the government seal still intact. The
Fisher Rare Book Library will be
consulted about its future.
On Wednesday, January 15, the Toronto
Symphony Volunteer Committee,
through Ruth Morawetz, invites all
members of the Arts and Letters Club to
join them in honouring the distinguished
impresario, Walter Homburger, who is
celebrating his 50th anniversary on the
Canadian musical scene. He is currently
trepresenting the gifted young violinist,
James Ehnes, and will talk on the
building of an artist's career. For more
information call Ruth at 925-0284.

LAMPSweek
'97 Preview
coming
February 24-28, 1997

MUSIC
-

.

'If

MUSIC:
Monday, February 24:
Dinner and concert, Men-a-la-mode with
Jill Diane Filion (currently appearing in
Ragtime), plus four male singers. A
stellar performance!

LITERATURE:
Tuesday, February 25:
Lunch with speaker Jack E. Stoddart,
eminent publisher and Chairman of
Stoddart Publishing Co. Ltd.

ARCHITECTURE:
Wednesday, February 26:
Lunch with Restoration Architect,
Michael F. Roberts, who will speak
about his work on University College
and St. James Cathedral, Toronto, Christ
Church Cathedral, Fredericton, N.B. and
Canada House, London, England.

Music Table, Thursday, February 6:
A string quartet from the Faculty of
Music, U. of T. These are top students of
the internationally famous Lorand
Fenyves, violinist and professor of music
(former concertmaster of 1'Orchestre de
la Suisse Romand, Geneva).
Club Night, Monday, February 10:
A reminder, Vernon Regehr, cellist,
RCM Arts and Letters Club Award
winner, plays a solo program with pianist
Jenny Regehr, his mother and wife of
Rennie Regehr, Dean of the Professional
School, RCM, who produces all our
wonderful Festival of Strings
programmes.

PAINTING:

Music Table, Thursday, February 13:
Another first! St. Michael's Choir school
instrumentalists.

Thursday, February 27:
Cocktail reception and Art Auction,
Lamps for Art & Art for LAMPS, with
auctioneer David Ritchie. A fun evening
with door prizes, raffles and wonderful
works of art to bid on. [see p.6 ]

STOP THE PRESS!
The Music Committee has decided to
extend its wings and invite well-known
speakers or writers to talk at the Music
Table.

STAGE:
Friday, February 28:
Ruth Morawetz has uncovered new
talent in the club for her Cabaret
Carousel,an evening of music and dance
with Iain Scott as Master of
Ceremonies.
(Repeat performance Club Night,
Monday, March 3.)
Watch for complete details and the order
form in the January LAMPSletter.

Barbara Allen

Music Table, Thursday, April 3: Richard
Bradshaw, Music Director and
Conductor of the Canadian Opera
Company.
Music Table, Thursday, June 5: Susan
Goldenberg, author of Steinway: From
Glory to Controversy.
ALSO! Our student presentations (the
RCM, Faculty of Music, U. of T., Dixon
Hall, The Canadian Music Competitions
and Kiwanis) have now been extended to
include the Faculty of Music, York
University. Their first presentation will
be a trio, soprano, flute and piano, at
Music Table, Thursday, April 24.
John Lawson
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CBC Anniversary Reprise
STAGE CREW
Remember how, with those reluctant gangs
Of punks and drunks and aesthetes in blue jeans
And brittle British thespians and thugs
And innocents and sods and ex-Marines.
We filled the slipshod nights by daft degrees
With intricate, fantastical machines
To hold a gimcrack mirror up to Art?
O darkly, darkly, honest souls asleep,
Dreamless we watched the painted cities rise,
The canvas worlds collapsed into a heap.
A house of cards, a rhythmless quick flux
That might make Job or Heraclitus weep
Contained us handsomely; what could we learn,
Coming to grips (you will forgive the pun)
With that menage, those dear wild bootless men,
As best we could? When all was said and done
They were the stuff, the burden of the Love
That we had need to find. As one by one
They pass like ribald mummers through the mind
I find for each his legend and event:
Stefen, who froze his penis in the Alps,
Or Pat, who burned his Captain in his tent,
Or Vernon, who had slept with movie queens.
An endless ragged masque, they came and went
From slums or Public Schools or prison camps
To Thules or Bermudas or disgrace.
But for a spell we worked and cursed and fought
And laughed with them: they were that motley race
Wherein we learned to watch forGod's delight,
Framed, fleetingly, within a human face.

CBC-TV also did grand opera in those days. The sets were
in the big Studio 7 on Mutual Street, and a full orchestra was
located a half mile away in the Eaton Auditorium. The singers
followed the conductor's baton via TV monitors placed
strategically around the studio. I remember Louis Quilico as theW
venomous lago in Verdi's Otello... Beverley Sills as the Queen
of the Night in Franz Kraemer's production of The Magic
Flute.
So many memories. So many talented people-before and
behind the cameras. I remember .... Gordon Pinsent and Martha

Henry as the shipwrecked twins in Twelfth Night... Robert
Christie as Sir John A. in a clutch of Canadian historical
dramas... Kate Reid as the feisty nonagenarian matriarch in the
Jalnaseries-scripts adapted from Mazo de la Roche by
Timothy Findley. I remember drama specials and series from
the writings of Alice Munro, Mordecai Richler, John Coulter
and W.O. Mitchell. And original teleplays by Arthur Hailey,
Len Peterson, Jeannine Locke and Bernard Slade.
I remember Veronica Tennant in her TV debut as Juliet (her
first prima ballerina role for the National Ballet). That Norman
Campbell production won a prestigious European award. A
decade later, Tennant was partnered by Rudolf Nureyev in the
Emmy Award-winning CBC-TV version of The Sleeping
Beauty, taped at the O' Keefe Centre.
I remember Christopher Plummer in a one-man evocation of
Stephen Leacock, a production by Harry Rasky. And Glenn
Gould at his piano in a pool of light in the cavernous Studio 7.
My work at the Corp was also peppered with stress and
frustration, but life at the CBC was never boring. We never
knew what the next day would bring of challenge and
unexpected incident. One day, Igor Stravinsky kissed my hand!

Club Nights

Richard Outram

Unable to join us that evening, Gladys Houck had prepared
this:
When I announced I was leaving Ma Bell to occupy a publicity
berth at the CBC, a section editor at the old Toronto Telegram
predicted, "You won't last six months among all those arty
types." I lasted 25 years. And those arty types populated those
years with some of the most creative and interesting and
irritating colleagues one could imagine.
My job was publicizing TV drama and music. In those days
the rehearsal studios at the top of a warehouse on Sumach
Street were humming with activity. On any given day, you
might be rubbing shoulders with Juliette and Renata Tebaldi,
William Hutt and Melvyn Douglas.
Juliette was Canada's pet and her show, telecast after
Hockey Night in Canada,was one of my first assignments. My
initial encounter with the star struck a sour note as she vented
considerable spleen about the poor performance of my
predecessor. In the next breath, she invited me to join her and
Tony, her husband (he played clarinet in the band) for a postshow coffee. From then on, we were friends-and I can report,
after seeing her in Vancouver last winter, that Juliette still sings.
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Something new
has been added:
The LAMPSletter has only so
much space! For more details
on upcoming events (reviews,
pictures, biographies, etc.),
please consult the CLUB
BINDER to be found in the
lounge on the bookcase.
'

Shirley Pounsett

,

People of the Club

0

Photo by John Pepin

*

The club's juried show of photographic art that opens on
January 13 [see notice below] will show-amid the work of
club members, professional and amateur alike-that of the
talented and relatively new member who organized the
sponsoring Photography Group: Elizabeth Siegfried, known to
her friends as Betsy.
Although a native of Maryland, Betsy has had a life-long
(that's 41 years) acquaintance with Canada, visiting each year
the cottage built by her great grandparents near Algonquin
Park. She studied photography at Skidmore College, seven
years ago married a Canadian (member John Pepin) and, in

their three-storey Edwardian home on Howland Avenue,
spends a lot of time in the dark producing artistic photos by an
old method called platinum/palladium (most photographers use
silver).
"Platinum," she explains, "is very time-consuming, but it
gives you a longer tonal range; you don't get black blacks or
intense whites, but these wonderful mid-tones." And rather
than keep it to herself, she teaches it in a course on
contemporary photography at Gallery 44 in Toronto (an artistrun centre that, among other programs, runs an annual non-jury
photo competition in high schools).
Betsy feels strongly that society as a whole has not yet
accepted her conviction that " Photography is an art form as
much as painting and drawing." So she put an item in the
LAMPSletter, received many calls and now has a Photography
Group with 14 members meeting monthly.
The approaching exhibition, of all themes and sizes, will not
be "overly strict." It's enough that a photo was taken by a
member without having had to "do everything right down to
processing your film and printing it."
Family snapshots will not get by the jury, any more than
passport photos which are simply documentation. " A good
photographic portrait," says Betsy, "is a matter of getting on
film a person's personality, or psyche. But it's also the
photographer's interpretation and how they put a part of
themselves into it." Obviously no trick for Betsy whose work is
represented in major Canadian and American collections and
reproduced in many publications. Among her many exhibitions,
she helped organize and participated in the Living With the
Enemy exhibit at Gallery 44, proceeds of which went to shelters
for abused women.
She loves the club, "I walk through the wonderful doors and
feel I've stepped back in time. I like the smell of the building
and the feel of it, especially the Great Hall. I spend a lot of time
there looking at the ceiling. When you're there alone, it's
almost like a cathedral; there's a feeling of peace."
Fergus Cronin

TO ALL CLUB MEMBERS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
FOR PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

*

January 13-31, 1997
All themes and photographic techniques are welcome. There is
no size limitation, but photographs must be framed and ready to
hang. The work can be for sale and the club keeps 20%. Please
bring a maximum of three prints to the LAMPSroom on
Saturday, January 11, between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. The
photographs will be juried by the members of the Photography
Committee.
An exciting new feature! There will be a Viewer's Choice
Ballot at the opening in which club members can pick their
favourite photograph. The winning photographer will have the
option of donating his or her print to the new Arts and Letters
Club Photography Committee Collection. If there are any
questions, please contact Elizabeth Siegfried, 538-9585.

N.B. Photography
Committee:
It is extremely
important that all
committee members
attend the next meeting,
January 8, at noon and bring the
work that they are interested in
submitting to the exhibition. It
promises to be a very interesting and
educational meeting.

B
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1998 PAINTING COMPETITION!!!
April 13-May 3, 1998
Celebrating the Arts and Letters Club
90th ANNIVERSARY

Lamps for Art and Art for LAMPS
LAMPSweek ART AUCTION
Thursday, February 27, 1997
A Grand Auction to Fund New Art Lighting and
Wall Decor in the Great Hall

* Open to all painters residing in Ontario
* $10,000 budget with substantial cash awards

* Jurors will be prominent members of the visual
arts community
* Initial selection by slides
* Finalists' work will be exhibited at the club for
final jurying
* Gala awards evening
To offer significant cash awards we need the
financial assistance of members. Donors of major
prizes will have the choice of selecting the name
for the award. (Through the generosity of two of
our members, $1000 has already been donated!)
It's a wonderful way to celebrate 90 years of
creativity by members of The Arts and Letters
Club of Toronto.
For further information please contact:
Doug Purdon, Chairman
Robert White
Zora Buchanan

All artist members of the club are invited to donate one of
their works: painting, sculpture, photograph or drawing.
Donations of past and present club artists' work are also
welcomed from other club members.
The main auction will begin at 8:00 p.m., but will be
preceded by a silent auction, commencing at the beginning
of LAMPSweek, Monday, February 24. The final offer on
the silent auction will become the opening price at the main
auction.
The minimum starting price for any work will be set at
$200. Artists may indicate an estimated value for their work.
An option of 30% of the sale price is offered to those donors
who wish it.
In addition, prize draws will be made throughout the
evening and prize donations from all members are
welcomed, e.g. wine, theatre tickets, private dinners, etc.
Also we plan to sell raffle tickets for special items, starting
with a painting donated by Franklin Arbuckle, which will
shortly be on display at the club.
A modest ticket price will include hors d'oeuvres and a
glass of wine and we are arranging price discounts for dining
at a few nearby restaurants between 5 and 6:30 p.m.
If you wish to be an Art Donor or a Prize Donor please
call one of the following within the next two weeks.
Molly 597-0223, fx 597-9544
Zora Buchanan 483-1941, fx 483-1274
John Sullivan 492-1390, fx 492-1973
Judith Graham 966-3948
A MEMORABLE AND FUN NIGHT
FOR ALL MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS

Among others from Margaret McBurney's club research come these gems:
A recent Heritage Update on the Toronto Historical Board's
preservation activities mentions that "construction of a new
park has begun behind the historic Court House at 57 Adelaide
Street East (the Arts and Letters Club first home). As nearby
sidewalks were lifted, a cache of artifacts from the 1830s was
uncovered. An archeologist is currently analyzing the finds."
Also on the THB's heritage inventory is Wychwood Park,
originally an artist's enclave and home to Marshall and
Corinne McLuhan, as well as Mary Jane Holmes Baillie,
Murray Wilton and Connie and Jack Sword. Many houses
there (including the McLuhans') were designed by the late
Eden Smith (see his banner in the Great Hall).
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And-Found in our a rchives: an unsigned memo regarding the
club's history notes- -that what pulled our first members
together was the "des ire for the hospitality of good fellowship
and the catholicity of common brains and interests. Edward
Terry once referred tc the Savage Club, London, as a 'club
more renowned for it,swit than its wittles,' and this certainly
was true of the club i nits earliest days." Plus qa change...
LAMPSletter deadline for January: Friday, January 10, 1 p.m.
Items received after tlhe deadline will appear in the next issue.
Editor:
Pat Stewart
Ray Cattell
What's On Editor:
Gladys Houck
Copy Editor:

S

S

MONDAY CLUB NIGHTS
MONDAY, JANUARY 6
$10.00 for dinner, taxes included.

Sheila Johnston presents The
PaulineProject;Buckskin and
Broadcloth, a one-woman show as
Pauline Johnson. Sheila studied
theatre and English, graduating from The University of
Western Ontario. She has appeared across Canada and
in Russia and is the author of the illustrated biography
of Pauline Johnston, entitled Buckskin andBroadcloth.
MONDAY, JANUARY 13
An evening of Photography.
On show: Original photographs by club
members. Historical images by Arthur
Goss, official city photographer and
member of the Arts and Letters Club,
1920-1940.
Guest speaker Michael Torosian,
photographer and the founder, owner,
designer, editor of Lumiere Press will
discuss his work. He has published the Homage series
and in 1993, Anatomy, a book of his photographic
essays.
MONDAY, JANUARY 20
Simon Fryer, cellist, and Lydia Wong, pianist--from the
Toronto Symphony and Faculty of Music--will perform a
stunning program: Gabriel Faure Elegie; Gary Kulesha,
and Serge Prokofiev's Sonata Op. 119. This husband and
wife team is one of the hottest acts in Toronto!
MONDAY, JANUARY 27
Living Pictures:How the Movies came to Toronto.
100 years ago audiences were presented with competing
sets of films at Robinson's Musee on Yonge Street, and
at the Toronto Industrial Exposition. Peter Steven will
show examples of those early films and will discuss the
city's venue and audiences of that time. Peter is the
founder of Full Frame Film and Video Distribution. His
latest book is Brink ofReality: New Canadian
Documentary. Peter holds a PhD in film studies from
Northwestern University Chicago.

LITERARY TABLE
TUESDAY, JANUARY 7
$7.50 for lunch, taxes included.
Michael Millgate: Wives to Mr.
Hardy. The recent production of
Michael Millgate's edition of The
Letters of Emma and Florence
Hardy provides an occasion for
looking at Hardy's two marriages.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

Alexander Leggatt: "PrivateLives" and the English
Comic Tradition.The talk will examine ways in which
Coward's comedy adapts some of the traditional
conventions of the English stage comedy to the spirit of
its own time.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21

Club Member Ann Robson: Taylor-madeforme.
How Helen Taylor, an aspiring actress and a well-known
radical of her time, long after her death became my
companion and participated in my career.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28

Mia Anderson: How does a Sheep-herding, Goatmilking, Play-acting,Priest-in-trainingwrite Poetry?.
This way: Mia will show you if you come and listen. She
will read bits from her books: Appetite, ChateauPuits
'81 and The Shambles and from her MS in progress,
PractisingDeath.

MUSIC TABLE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
$10.00 buffet lunch, taxes included.
Students from Dixon Hall Music School (Regents Park)
perform for the first time at the club.
A highlight will be performances by two dazzling young
pianists, Heidi and Moshe Kim, who have constantly
taken top awards in Southern Ontario.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
Royal Conservatory of Music Festival of Strings No.4!
Another chamber ensemble playing Bruch's four pieces for
clarinet. Poulenc clarinet duo and a Beethoven violin sonata.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
Another Kiwanis Festival star, the versatile Measha
Grosman, soprano, a student of Mary Morrison, and a
Grand Prize Winner, National Music Festival, will
perform a variety program, from opera to jazz!
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
A hit at the Guitar Orchestra Club Night December 9, the
quartet Exaltd,consisting of Catherine Robin, soprano;
Marsha Elliot, flute; Tracy Smith guitar and Monica
Kulkowska, cello, will return to the club with a new
program! Works by Lotti, Faur6, Paul Douglas, Villa
Lobos and J.S. Bach (Coffee Cantata Aria No.4).

WRITERS GROUP
FRIDAY, JANUARY 3

Philip Marchand book reviewer for the Toronto Star:
How a Book Reviewer Reviews Rooks.
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