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Lure of the Limerick
When I took over the presidency of your Club last
May, I paid tribute to my predecessor, Ernest Sirluck.
He had been responsible for pouring soothing oil on
our troubled financial sea. "Now," I concluded, "we
can change our focus and get back to basics - concentrating on what the Club is all about." That was a
pretty naive conclusion on my part. If you ask 100
Club members what the Club is all about, you'll likely get at least 50 different answers.
This presidential office is the focus of comment
and criticism from our more verbal members. In the
past few months I have been told that the Club is
too social, that it is weakening its "professional"
agenda; or on the contrary that we need to have
more activities like the recent highly successful
"Join Us" event, spearheaded by Zora Buchanan. I
have been cautioned that a private club should
remain strictly private, while others are wondering
how we can achieve a higher profile in the community. In the November issue of LAMPSletter, Pat
Fairhead told us a little bit of what the Club meant
to her. Therefore I thought I would write of what
the Club means to me, so you would at least be
aware of my bias.
I believe that the Club is primarily here to foster
artistic creativity. We tend to think that the creative
process is solely focused on the creator. Not so. Ask
Veronica Tennant how she transcended her abilities when she had a responsive audience. Was
Victor Hugo's task of writing Les Miserables complete when he finished the
manuscript, or is the task still being
fulfilled through audiences enjoying the musical? Would Riopelle
have really created if he had
S
A\
destroyed his paintings before anyone saw them? Creation takes a
minimum of two: the creator and
the appreciator.
The founders of the Arts and
Letters Club showed profound wisdom in combining these two
elements within one institution. We
do not have a superior and an inferior membership: we have a
creative partnership. That's what I
PRESIDENTS I think the Club is all about.
Lyman

Cast your Bread...!

Oh! someTIMES it will BE, maybe NOT
That the PART of your DREAMS, is your LOT
But IF you're herOic
And FOLLow the STOic
You may FANcy you LIKE what you've GOT!
A Message on behalf of the Producer of Spring Revue '93
M.L.

Honoured
Paul Siren, past General Secretary of ACTRA, has been
awarded the Dipl6me d'honneur by the Canadian Conference
of the Arts. Paul, currently a consultant with the ACTRA
Fraternal Benefit Society, received the award in recognition of
his distinguished service to the arts in Canada. Past recipients
have included Robertson Davies, Maureen Forrester, Glenn
Gould, Vincent Massey, Mavor Moore, and Oscar Peterson.
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New Members
Janet Applebaum, member, is an
enthusiastic painter with a particular
interest in oriental brush painting. She
has exhibited with the Sumi-e Artists of
Canada and the Japanese Cultural
Centre, among others. Proposer: Louis
Applebaum.
Bill Buchanan, member, is an executive with the Canadian Institute of
Chartered Accountants. Bill has
enjoyed a lifelong interest in the performing arts, stamp collecting and
gourmet cooking. He publishes an
annual Toronto restaurant guide.
Proposer: Zora Buchanan.
John Hore, member, is a chartered
financial analyst with the Canadian
Securities Institute. His interests
include choral music (he once sang
with the King's College Musical Society
Choir, Cambridge, and the
Mendelssohn Choir), writing, and
theatre. Proposer: Chris Adeney.
Edward (Ted) Larkin, nonresident, is
currently working as a merchant
banker in London, England. Ted also
serves as a business adviser for the
Prince's Trust as well as a "defender of
both my Canadian and Irish heritage."
Proposer: Monty Larkin.

sited beside Lake Ontario, was
designed by Sproatt and Rolph,
prominent architects of the day.
(Both Henry Sproatt and Ernest
Rolph were members of the Arts
and Letters Club, and responsible
for the 1920 renovations to our
building - our baronial fireplace,
the choir loft, and other major
improvements that were added
shortly after we moved in. The firm
also designed Hart House, Bishop
Strachan School and other institutional structures of that era). The
interior of the Adamson house has
been renovated to suit the RCM's
requirements as a centre for teaching and performing music. It now
boasts 14 practice rooms. A barn on
the property, used by the
Adamsons as a party theatre, still
stands, complete with bleachers
installed by Tony. He hopes that
the RCM will some day be able to
use the barn for concerts.

iterature

Most writers in this country are familiar with The CanadianStyle: A Guide
to Writing - an outstanding bestseller, now in its seventh printing, with
some 40,000 copies sold. It is published by Kirk Howard's Dundurn
Press, which this year marks its 20th
anniversary. Dundurn has published
about 400 titles and specializes in
Canadian history, politics, and
biography.
Jim Parr was one of seven writers
to win the Globe and Mail's short
story contest, "a flight of fancy related
to Christmas or winter." His entry, "I,
Balthazar by name," appeared on
December 24, and offered a new (and
amusing) look at the Three Wise Men.
Bets Reynolds is in charge of our
display of recently published books by
Club authors. They can be seen in the
lounge and purchased (signed by the
author, if you wish) from manager
Bob Gerrard. These books will
remain on display for three months.
Call Bets for further details.
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On December 8, a capacity audience at St. James Cathedral gloried
in the music of the late Keith W.
Bissell. The memorial concert featured the massed Scarborough
Tom Howarth, former Dean, Faculty
Schools Youth and Concert Choirs
of Architecture, Urban and Regional
Peter Wilton, junior member, is a free(he was Co-ordinator of Music
Planning and Landscape Architecture,
lance writer with a particular interest in
there from 1955 to 1976), the
U of T, recently wrote The Globe and
writing and researching Canadian histoBell'Arte Singers, and leading vocal
Mail to set the record straight after
ry. He studied at York University and
artists, with narration by Max
one writer blithely announced that the
Ryerson. Proposer: Donald Fraser.
Ferguson. All but one of the selecUniversity of Guelph was the only one
Paul Yocom, nonresident, is a finantions performed were written by
in Ontario offering a landscape archiKeith Bissell, a composer of conin
consultant
public
relations
cial
tecture degree program. U of T (since
as
presiserves
temporary interpretations of
he
also
Calgary, where
1965) has offered this course and
traditional music. He was a former
dent of the U of T Alumni (Calgary), the
Ryerson offers a diploma course in the
member of this Club and a brother
Canadian Club of Calgary and the
same subject.
of Claude T. Bissell.
Calgary Press Club. Proposer:
Architect Tony Adamson's family
Raymond Peringer.
Composer Louis Applebaum
home in Mississauga has recently
collaborated with author
taken on new life as the
Resignations: John E.M. Clark; Helen
W.O.Mitchell in a Musical Magic
Cawthra/Adamson Division of the
M. Downie; James L. Mahoney.
production of Jake and the Kid's
Royal Conservatory of Music. Tony
Christmaslast month at St.
lived most of his life in the house. The
Lawrence Centre.
property, expropriated several years
Madeleine and Max Clarkson
ago as part of a park scheme by the
InMemoriam
are (among others) providing "genCity of Mississauga, had been in the
Harvie, Eric Allan. December 24, 1992.
A family since the early 1800s. The
A erous assistance" for the premiere
performance of Jezebel, a choral
house, built in 1920 and splendidly
Husband of Judy Harvie.
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Raymond Peringer appeared in the
Globe's letters column twice within
three days last month. Something of a
record? Jim Parr's thoughtful letter to
the Report on Business Magazine
discussed the "Boys' Club" and women
in engineering.

Club Notes

work composed by Derek Holman,
with text by Robertson Davies. It
will be performed at Roy Thomson
Hall, Thursday, June 3 - a highlight of Nicholas Goldschmidt's
1993 International Choral Festival.
Arrangements are underway for
Club members to receive a block of
100 seats so that we may together
attend this gala event Details to
follow.

The reception for new members, mentioned in the last LAMPSletter, has
been postponed until March. Date and
details will appear in our next issue.
James Gary Stark has donated a
much-needed fax machine to the Club.
As yet it has not been installed but
members will be informed just as soon
as this is done.
The Executive Committee has
decided that, due to several other programme activities during the summer,
Club bus trips to the Shaw and
Stratford festivals will not be offered
this year.
You get letters! But - you don't
pick them up, and the pile of mail
keeps growing higher, so next time
you are in the Club, please check the
mail table by the kitchen door. Your
name may be on one of the letters or
parcels waiting there. Who knows
what surprises await?

Sainting
Exhibition coordinator Stephen
Quinlan thanks the 24 artists who
participated in our annual
Christmas poster show and silent
auction. Total raised? An impressive $2,275!
Jane Champagne recently gave
an illustrated lecture to the
University Women's Club of North
York on Canadian artists who have
recorded Canada's beauty.

AMidterm Report
From the Treasurer
After last year's frequent discussion of
the debt there has been a remarkable
silence, which I thought I should break.
On August 1, having given due notice,
we were able to pay off $308,000 of
debentures held by members. This
leaves $246,000 of debentures outstanding, all with interest rates of 9 per cent or
less.
On November 1, we renewed our
mortgage for a period of three years at
9.25 per cent. We were able to reduce the
principal by $160,000. This leaves a principal balance of $374,000. The mortgage
is now amortized over a 10-year period,
and we are paying off both interest and
principal in our monthly payment of

$4,000.

Recent Activities

Funds for the debt reduction came
Seldom does one of our members find
from the sale of the Harris painting and
himself dealing with Interpol. But
from the estate of the late J. Randolph
Loi Hathaway will be giving draw1991,
case
in
October
was
the
such
MacDonald.
ing classes at the George R
Ansoninto
Hugh
a
thief
broke
when
Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art
Connie Briant
Cartwright's antiquarian bookstore
next month. Loi has just completed
and stole $30,000 worth of books and
a series of 40 watercolours featurprints. This was one of several such
ing works in the Gardiner
Loi Hathaway is in San Miguel de
thefts in countries around the world.
collections. Also in February she
Allende,
Mexico, this month and, she
by
fine
sleuthing
month,
after
Last
will be giving watercolour
says,
"looking
up heaps of Arts and
dealers,
and
other
antiquarian
Hugh,
instruction at the Women's
no doubt"
Letters
Club
members,
Hobin
was
one
Raymond
the
police,
Art Association.
convicted of possession and sentenced
to four years in jail. Astoundingly, he
will be eligible for parole in eight
months. Con men like Hobin are not
You still have an opportunity to
necessarily knowledgeable or intellicontribute your ideas concerning the
gent, says Hugh, but they are adept at
future of the Club. The deadline has been
discovering those items worth
extended to February 15.
stealing.
Write to: Mary-Jane Large, Chair
Strategic Planning Committee
Last month in a Toronto Star artiAnd as though this brush with
cle, Gerald Pratley wrote
crime were not enough, a window in
movingly of Dilys Powell and her
Hugh's car was smashed on New
"53 years of quiet competence."
Year's eve - this time, the lucky thief
Oops! Zora Buchanan's sketch in our last
The 91-year-old Britisher, now writescaped with two bottles of fine
is
the
ing for the Sunday Times,
A issue was inadvertently inverted. Our
A sherry. Hugh, glad to say good-bye
apologies.
world's longest-serving film critic.
to 1992, went home to bed.

Coming Up

Members on the Move

Deadline Extended

tage

Correction

/
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Letters to LAMPSletter
A VISIT FROM THE SPIRITS OF CHRISTMAS PAST
There hides a secret in most Members' hearts,
Which conversation over drinks unfetters An intuition: what is meant by "Arts,"
Now I shall tell you what is meant by "Letters."
"Letters" tells the world that we are those who "let,"
We let, that our creditors will not usurp us:
"Strangers in the lounge?" But we reduce our debt!
"Smokers in Great Hall?" But renting is our purpose!
That rub of black on red which revenue imparts
Displays a fiscal artistry well meant!
But we, as Letters, will destroy our Arts,
If Club events are sacrificed to rent!
For as we rent, the Club is rent asunder A Club asunder is as good as under!
jolly jim parr
christmas 1992
A WISH FOR SPIRITED CHRISTMASES FUTURE
From one who loves the Club but, heartless,
Favours rentals (so we won't see debtors'
Prison) - no letters there, and artless
Too, no sculptors, actors: just regretters.
The last seven months of ninety-two
We managed well - but in the red

In spite of generous members who
Left us bequests when they were dead.
We managed well, but in the red
(Three thousand dollars short were we)
If not for "letters," it was said
The bankers on our necks would be.

We look as always for solutions:
Monthly minimums? Raise our dues?
More members? Oh! Our constitution's
Musical - but must we always sing the blues?
Because we have some real go-getters
And members who few talents lack
The day will come (marked with red letters)
When bottom lines are writ in black.
Dear Jim, we all would rather see
The Club for only peers (and betters?)
In any case, you'll always be
Our quintessential Man of Letters.
morose margaret mcburney
new years 1993.
...and a reply (in part) from the poetic Dr. Parr:
How I know the Club's dilemma!
Well I know its fiscal fears!
Renting must be done pro tem - a

Guarantee for future years.
From your case I'm not dissenting
All I ask's control in renting...

Last Words
Our thanks to Wentworth Walker for his contributions to
this issue, and to Jane Champagne for, once again, undertaking copy editing chores.
Plans are afoot to revamp LAMPSletter/Playbill. The
Communications Committee would welcome assistance
from members with writing and/or keyboarding skills. If
you can type or (preferably) have access to a computer, and
if you would like to take part in this new venture, please call
the editor for more details.
Please submit items for publication to the editor. Next
deadline: Friday, February 5.
Editor: Margaret McBurney

People of the Club
Ezra Schabas can almost see the
Arts and Letters Club from the south
windows of his St. Clair Ave condo,
but the beautiful view is spoiled by the
thought that the Club is not fulfilling
its potential.
"It doesn't have a real mission," he
says. "I enjoy the Club, but I enjoy it
for social reasons, for the Literary
Table and certain special events." But
Ezra deplores the fact that "the Club's
interest in music is sporadic and not
very intense." For Ezra is a musician:
in his 68 years he has been a performer (on the clarinet), principal of
the Royal Conservatory of Music, professor and chairman of the U of T's

performance and opera departments,
one of the founders and first administrator of the National Youth
Orchestra, a member of music panels
in both the Canada Council and the
Ontario Arts Council, and founderdirector of a unique programme for
professional musicians called Musical
Performance and Communication. He
has played just about every role in
music except composer.
At present he is busy writing the
biography of Sir Ernest MacMillan,
whom he considers "one of Canada's
heroes." But he found time, in 1991, to
organize the Club's Music Table and
this has been a disappointment. "I

must have had 15 people from leading
music organizations in Toronto speak
at lunches. They were well publicized
- but my average attendance was

about 14."
Apart from that, Ezra feels that the
Club should be promoting the arts and
supporting artists. We have backed
off, he believes, from the leadership
we demonstrated in 1944, for example,
when the Club submitted an extensive
brief to Parliament in support of the
arts.
"We're not involved, we're not out
there in the middle of the arts world,"
says Ezra. "We should be leading the
parade."
Fergus Cronin
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I trust you have noticed the resurgence of many of
the things that have made our club unique and special to the members. Regrettably, there are other
things that tend to be counterproductive. The intrusion of rentals into our traditions and halls is one of
the most notable.

6

Your executive is not trying to destroy the old
ways of the club! Indeed it is endeavouring to preserve all those elements we members consider
precious. However, it has to face realities. The stark
presence, which hovers over our existence, is that
the cost of running our organization cannot be supported by the current level of membership and
usage. In a strange reversal of the usual trend, our
pants have grown too big for our bums! (This was
always true but it was masked by using the interest
on our building fund for operations and renting
from St. George's at below market value.)
Rentals are one way to fill our baggy pants.
Following Executive direction, our club manager,
Bob Gerrard, has aggressively sought rentals until
now they are the second largest source of income,
next to annual fees.
The process of rentals creates customers. The
best of these are repeat customers. In this competitive market, customers demand service - or they
go elsewhere. Sometimes our manager is faced with
the decision of whether to provide a service that
few members will use, or sell a rental at a good figure. Not all members will agree
1>
with each decision.
There are two fringe benefits
from this activity. First, we now
operate close to break even. Fully
utilizing our premises allows this,
thus freeing proceeds from sales
and donations for debt reduction.
Second, as the club is in use most
nights, suppers can be provided to
the few members who attend without extra cost as the staff is already
-
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ALL AGOG at the AGO:
An artist/architect's view.
The Art Gallery of Ontario opened in January with great
excitement and celebration, well deserved. We now have a
gallery of which we should be proud.
The interior galleries, 30 new and 20 renovated, have
been sensitively handled by the curators and architects
Barton Meyers and Thomas Payne of Kuwabara McKenna
Blumberg. Imaginative use of colour, for all but the white
galleries of contemporary art, greatly enhances the work.
Links connect one gallery to another so there is a real separation enabling each gallery to have its own character.
The most disappointing area of the new gallery is the
Tanenbaum Atrium. It is entered through a tight hall and
an unfortunate doorway. The Atrium with its grey tubular
columns is heavy-handed, out of scale, towers above the
Grange, and is jammed up against it. As seen from the
park, this delightful house now appears to have the Atrium
roof sitting on it.
The Dundas Street face is also disappointing. The campanile rising above the gallery never reaches the ground.
The continuous canopy that was cut from the budget might
have saved the front, but I doubt it. Surely a facade, broken in plan, with small open spaces would have reduced
the visual size of the gallery while providing a more human
scale.
It is unfortunate that the mass of the building could not
be below grade, like part of the Louvre, leaving open
spaces around the Grange and the park area on the street.
Now that the gallery has reached a physical maturity
with increased hanging space, let's hope that it will look to
truly represent the artists of Ontario, as its name suggests.
Geoffrey Armstrong

-j

on duty.
If you want to reduce rental
incursion into our club, substantially increase membership and usage.
Lyman

Honoured
Kay Kritzwiser and Herbert Whittaker have each
received a commemorative medal for the 125th
Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada - conferred
for their "significant contribution to compatriots, community and to Canada."

~
Letters to LAMPSletter
Sometimes I grouse about the Arts and
Letters Club. Living in Oakville and only
coming about six times a year means
$100 a time, plus $15 parking. Then Les
Tibbles asks me to call the Schenks
and the Vances to urge them to attend
the Charles Pachter evening. Their
enthusiasm prompts me to buy a ticket. I
sit through a fascinating update on
Virtual Reality from my very knowledgeable and very young neighbour.
Pachter's piece is hilarious and enlightening, rounding off a super evening. I tell
myself to stop grousing. "Join a committee," says Reg Wallace. I vow to try, and
to come more often. Then my Scottish
mind muses, I'll bring down my $100 a
time to $50... or $30... or perhaps less.
Heather Strucken
[Remember, Heather, validated parking
next door at Minto Plaza is only $5 for
the evening, and only $3 at the outdoor
lot at Gerrard and Yonge!]
Another enthusiast writes:
... Charles Pachter gave us a personal
view of his life and of the icons that
shaped his vision of Canada. We know
that often the act of artistic creation is a
subconscious one, but Pachter chose to
let it "all hang out," to confront his
images and ultimately transpose them:
the Moose, the Queen, the Streetcar, the
Flag, etc. [He decried the] lack of effort
to commemorate significant milestones
in our history, such as the 200th anniversary of Toronto. It was an engrossing and
ultimately absorbing evening.
Leon Warmsky

:::::·:·:~:
:::::::·:·:(::·:~
· :::::::::::::::::::::::::

painter. Her works are seen in many
corporate and private collections.
Proposer: Jane Champagne.
Lucille Giles, member, is a physiotherapist, and active as a volunteer
with the Garden Club of Toronto and
ROM decor committees. Proposer:
Peter Giles.
Sarah B. Hood, junior, is an awardwinning writer - following in the
footsteps of her father, novelist Hugh
Hood. She is a staff writer for
Theatrum magazine. Proposer: Zora
Buchanan.

longtime steward on the private
railway car of a Quebec/Labrador
mining company. As such he
served cabinet ministers and even a
governor general or two.
Gunther and Lissi were dedicated to the club and loved the
members. Our sympathy goes out
to Lissi at this sad time.
Ted Brock

I-

l.iterature

A witty ditty by the ever-popular
Anonymous has been submitted by
Eric McLuhan. In each verse, successive lines are written in English,
French, German, Latin, and Italian.
Eric has provided a clever translation. Space limitations prevent its
publication here, but this "poetry"
will be posted in the club for members' enjoyment. The bulletin
board, as Eric's father might have
said, will be the medium for this
message.
Richard Outram's poem
Elevator (inspired by his descent in
ours) was read to the Literary
Table January 12. A copy has been
posted on the bulletin board.

Ann Wallace, member, is interested
in gardening and flower arranging and responsible for some of the floral
decorations we see in the lounge.
Proposer: Jack Carr.
Peter Webb, member, is a lawyer,
with a life-long interest in literature
and the stage. Proposer: Connie
Briant.
Resignations: James C. Mainprize.

InMemoriam

Longtime members will be saddened
to learn that our former steward,
Gunther Schmedemann died at his
retirement home in Penetanguishene.
Gunther and his wife Lissi served the
club for 17 years until their retirement
in 1983. They lived in an apartment on
the second floor in what is now the
library and manager's office.
Normally quiet and reserved,
Club architects and designers will
Gunther's story is fascinating. Born in
be out in force to hear Toronto
Hamburg, he was serving as a steward
architect, the celebrated George
in the German merchant marine in Rio
Baird, speak at the Members'
at the outbreak of war. The ship made
Dinner March 18. Guests welcome.
a frantic dash to get home, past
Greenland and around Iceland. It was
New Members
unsuccessful. The British captured the
Linda M. Byrne, member, is an enthusiship, and Gunther was interned in a
astic painter with an interest in sculpture,
prison camp at Scapa Flow in the
At 12:50 p.m. on January 28, constained glass, printing and music.
Orkney Islands where they immediductor Colin Mendez Morris
Proposer: Moya Gillet.
ately recognized his food and
raised his baton, and his fellow
Jacqueline Ellins, professional, is a
beverage experience and put him to
members - some 22 at the Music
painter. She has worked as an illustrator
work. Later he was transferred to a
Table,
as well as another eight or
and editor with Style magazine and has
camp in Alberta. Realizing he was no
nine
who
just happened in for lunch
exhibited with several galleries.
threat to anybody, again they put him
were
treated
to an exhilarating
Proposer: Norma Hutchings.
to work - this time as butler and
presentation of the art of conductDragica D. Gadjanski, professional, is A major-domo at a nearby ranch. At
A ing. Colin stressed the importance
war's end, he married and was the
a civil engineering technologist and a
of interpretation and physical pres-
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ence (or body language) as neces*sary components in conducting. To
demonstrate the interaction
between musicians and conductor,
he involved members who, closely
following the conductor's beat, joyfully sang out "Good King
Wenceslas." All agreed it was an
instructive, enjoyable - and upbeat
- experience.

Alice Corbett
[Colin will conduct Rossini's
Cenerentolanext month at York
University.]
Renowned cellist Dorothy
Lawson and pianist Michael
Boriskin performed last month in
the Merkin Concert Hall, Abraham
Goodman House, New York City.
Dorothy has toured extensively
throughout the world, and has
appeared as soloist with the New
York City Symphony, the TS, and
the National Arts Centre Orchestra,
among others. She has recorded
for Deutsche Grammophon and the
Arte/Fanfare labels.
Jean Edwards will perform
with Ofra Harnoy and others at A
Tribute to Le6n Zuckert, February
21 at 2:00 p.m., in the Leah Posluns
Theatre. Zuckert was a distinguished composer, violinist, and
conductor, and known across
Canada for his CBC broadcast performances during the 1930s. Jean
will sing Two Northern Nature
Songs, with words by Lois
Darroch and music by Zuckert.

.Pro

fices for the art and artists he cared
about so deeply...."
Last August, Zora Buchanan was
interviewed by CBC in her garden and
studio. You can see the results on
Sunday Arts Entertainment, February
28, at precisely 2:43 p.m.
Geoffrey Armstrong has been
elected to the Royal Canadian
Academy.
Mac McLean has donated to our
library a catalogue of Arthur
Lismer's drawings for the
Humberside Murals [see more on this
in Time Present...Time Past, below].
The club's picture purchase fund
now stands at $23,478.
Pat Fairhead's work has received
further coverage in the Richmond
(Virginia) Times-Dispatch, following
her successful solo show there last
September.
Philippa Faulkner recently presented a slide show, Travels With My
Art, at the Heliconian Club.

Coming Up
Zora Buchanan will mount a show at
Rosedale United Church, April 3-29.
Preview April 3, from 2 - 5 p.m.

Sculptor Lorraine Samuel and
painter Virginia Kieran will exhibit in a
Living-Room Group show at the Wilfrid
Laurier University Art Gallery, February
22-March 13, and at the Carnegie Gallery,
Dundas, September 10-October 5.

uage
Gerald Pratley has been busy writing
book reviews (Lawrence of Arabia for
Works by Whistler, Matisse,
The Globe and Mail); movie reviews
Mortimer, and Vuillard have been
(The Long Day Closes for Take One);
donated to the AGO by Arthur
and a feisty letter to the editor of
Gelber and the late Esther and
Playback magazine protesting the
Marvin Gelber. They will be on
"misplaced huffing and puffing and
view until April 25.
cries of anguish" over The Valour and
Virginia Kieran writes that at
the Horror."Accusations of 'censorthe Living-Room Group's exhibition
ship and chill' are silly," claims
*last fall, the late Jack Pollock held
Gerald.
court for a day in their gallery
Jim Webster will appear as Dr.
"...his voice resonating with the
Sloper in The Heiress, a Stage Centre
A production at the Fairview Library
intensity of someone who had
A
made many, many personal sacriTheatre, February 25-March 13.

Sainting

J

Club Notes
To welcome new members (those who
have joined the club since September
'92), the Executive Committee will host a
reception in the LAMPS room at 5:30
p.m., March 18, prior to the Members'
Dinner. This is a new initiative, one we
plan to make a twice-yearly event.
Our new fax machine is not yet operational. We'll keep you posted.
On Elm Street, you say! Our historic
building will appear in the television
series, Counterstrike,starring
Christopher Plummer. With the help of
barred windows, 14 Elm will serve as a
police station. During filming of a fight
sequence on February 3, the street in
front of the club was awash with police
and police cars (both Toronto's Finest
and the movie variety), when around the
corner raced a (not so) honest-to- goodness thief, escaping after his holdup of a
Yonge Street electronics store. He was
greeted by what must have looked like
the entire Toronto police force - and
was promptly arrested.
Our updated policy manual is in the
office and available to all members. A
vote of thanks to Secretary Ken Purvis
for many hours spent in its compilation.
The club is hoping to hold its annual
barbecue June 24. Anyone possessing a
suitable garden (with or without black
flies) is asked to call Jeanie Hersenhoren.
Membership in the club currently
stands at 548.
This year's Spring Revue, Strictlyfor
the Birds,will be dedicated to the memory of Wilf White. Co-ordinating Director
is Pat Hume. Producer Peter Hart
reminds members that help is welcome
in all aspects of the production - so
don't forget the get-together Saturday,
February 27, as mentioned in Playbill.

Last Words
Thanks to Jane Champagne for copy
editing LAMPSletter. Please submit
items for publication to the editor. Next
deadline: Friday, March 5.
Editor: Margaret McBumey

1

Archives

Recent Activities

A recent guest at the club was Victoria Baker of the
National Gallery of Canada, who is gathering information on
the late Emanuel Hahn, sculptor, designer, and teacher.
Any member who knew Manny, or has stories to tell of him,
is asked to contact the club archivist.
Our gift of the month came from Ted McCormack photographs of portraits of club founder Gus Bridle and
past president Ernest MacMillan. The original portraits
were done by Kenneth Forbes, Ted's father-in-law. That of
Sir Ernest now hangs at the entrance to MacMillan Hall in
the Edward Johnson building. As a bonus Ted included a
wonderful cartoon of the late Bill Shelden by Bill
Sherman. For other photographs (now in the scrapbook)
our thanks to Arthur Ament, Ted Brock, Jack Carr, Alan
Carrie, Ann Henderson, Leon Katz, Gerry Sevier and
Carole Vaughan. And a tip of the archives hat to Peter
Aykroyd, Doug Caswell, Jim Morris and Molly Smith for
their donations.

The Globe and Mail (January 11) published a cri de coeur
from Arthur Gelber. "Where," asked Arthur, "is the arts
community in the wake of Ottawa's announced $80 million
cut to culture?... Where are the leaders who convinced this
country to sponsor the Massey Commission... the Canada
Council ... the CBC...the National Film Board?" Will it be
Karen Kain or antisubmarine helicopters? Culture, claims
Arthur, "is being asked to help subsidize our military
strength."
Ed Mirvish and son David have decided to name their
new theatre the Princess of Wales. Official opening will be
May 25 with a production of Miss Saigon.Ann Mirvish tells
us that they don't yet know if the Princess will be here for
the occasion.

Raymond Peringer

Members on the Move
Margaret Ludwig flew to the tip of South America recently
to join Sam Blythe's ill-fated and highly publicized voyage to
Antarctica and Patagonia. Her opinion of the return trip by
sea: "not bad, but I would have liked more stops." Jean
Nasmith, on the other hand, began the trip at St. John's but
departed the ship at Costa Rica, fed up with delays and the
dismal atmosphere on board.
Jean Townsend is in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico,
this month and next and would welcome "any passing club
members at Calle de la Pila Seca #14. (Casita in rear)."

..
Time Present iime
One of the ways Humberside
Collegiate in Toronto's west end celebrated its centennial in 1992 was to
restore Arthur Lismer's five-panel
mural, which he painted between 1927
and 1932 for its auditorium. R.
Milburn (Mac) McLean, Lismer's
student assistant on the project, recently recalled it and similar works by
other past and present club artists. It is
a surprisingly long list:
For example, in 1927, J.E.H.
Macdonald, Frank Carmichael,
Herbert Palmer, Fred Varley,
Herbert Stansfield and Thoreau
Macdonald beautified the interior of
St. Anne's Anglican Church on

.rst

Gladstone Avenue with a complete
scheme of 10 pictorial and ornamental
murals. Two architectural members,
William Rae and Martin Baldwin,
were in charge of the undertaking.
Other members of past years who
painted murals include: Fred
Challener, whose work can be seen in
the Royal Alexandra Theatre and the
King Edward Hotel in Toronto, the
Russell Theatre, Ottawa, and was in the
CPR's Royal Alexandra Hotel (demolished) in Winnipeg; George Reid, who
painted the Viking ship mural in our
Great Hall, also painted the murals in
Jarvis Collegiate, the Old City Hall,
offices of the ROM, and the Earlscourt

Public Library (now the Dufferin
library and painted over!); Will
Ogilvie, who did the mural in the
chapel at Hart House.
A former member of more recent
years, Sidney Watson, was very prolific, with works in the North York
Hospital, government buildings at
Queen's Park, the Toronto Hospital,
Excelsior Life, Trinity College, the
Imperial Oil boardroom, the CIBC
Commerce Court dining room, and the
head office of Lever Brothers Ltd., all
here in Toronto, the Clark Road School
in London, and the head office of the
Bank of Montreal.

...to be concluded in April.
Howard Gerring
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Our esteemed member, Arthur Gelber, phoned and
suggested to me (nay, closer to demanded) that the
club take a public stand on the drastically diminished government funding of the arts. He argued
that these were dangerous times for the arts and
that something as prestigious as the Arts and
Letters Club should stand up to be counted. Having
had my knuckles dusted off by some of the more
aggressive members of the club, after my innocuous
(and ineffective) letter to Bob Rae, I was more hesitant than Arthur. Nevertheless, he has a strong
point. There comes a time during a highly publicized debate, when silence is construed as consent.
Your Executive Committee felt as Arthur did and
I looked for a man of experience, intellect and drive
who could head up a body of members to investigate and report on suggested action to the
Executive. Past President Norman McMurrich has
accepted this challenge, Vice President John
McKellar (at present a member of the Executive
Committee of the Canada Council) will serve on the
committee. The study will welcome any and all
input from members of the club, so that the action
we eventually take may indeed be representative of
the club as a whole. If you have opinions or suggestions, please contact Norm or John.
Norm is determined that this will not just be
another brief to governments, which will receive a
standard reply but no action. He
would like our report to evoke both
attention and action. Part of his recommendation will be as to how this
might be accomplished. When the

Government of Canada cuts $80million from arts funding, when the
Government of Ontario treats artists
as second-class citizens, surely the
-

_

m1M

luxury of silence can no longer be

maintained. It was Bacon who
loudly proclaimed, "Silence is the
virtue of fools."
Lyman
P.S.

Congratulations to all who were
involved in producing LAMPS Week.

FOCUS ON THE VISUAL ARTS
Judging Juries
The judging of club art shows is always a hot topic.
LAMPSletter asked four of our members to share their views:
Pat Fairhead: A timely discussion since we have recently
had a club show at the O'Keefe Centre, and there have been
questions! My personal credo is embraced within this
structure:
1. The IDEA - absolutely the most important factor.
2. COLOUR and COMPOSITION, and how they have been
used to support the IDEA.
3. The TECHNIQUE used to enhance the IDEA.
This approach clears the jurors of content bias and ideally
opens them to see all kinds of work. These criteria encourage
originality. I try to look at any work with sensitivity and objectivity, but sometimes this is damn difficult. I refuse to be
seduced by acrobatical technique. I can still hear Carmichael
saying: "ABOVE ALL - BE ORIGINAL!" Still true.
On submitting to juries: Rejection is painful. I handle it better than I used to - time lessens the sting. But I only submit
my work to a jury I respect. I don't expect acceptance, that's
asking for trouble. And without expectations one can be
deliciously surprised!
Gerry Sevier: We should have two types of show - juried
professional shows (i.e. enter at your own risk) and unjuried
"fun" shows. I like theme shows, too.
Os Schenic Juries don't have much effect on me. It's nice to
be accepted, but if I'm not it doesn't bother me. Juries can't
help but reflect personal opinion, but most jurors try to be as
balanced as they can.
Juries in the club are frequently repeat individuals - too
often the "old hands" are asked to serve as jurors. I'd like to see
a list prepared of 30 or so members respected for their work,
selected perhaps by a straw vote. Jurors would then jury only
once in a long time - and this might reduce the heat! It would
give more members experience in jurying, help hone their own
judgemental skills, and encourage empathy for all jurors.
(A small "beef"re the O'Keefe show: I was disappointed in the
absence of adequate promotion - there was little if any inducement in the main foyer to draw attention to the show below.)
Kate Graham: Let's not have juries at all. But let's have lots
of exhibitions. After all, paintingsjudge each other. There
really is no ideal solution to the judging question - let's just
support the club and remember that it exists so that its
members can enjoy and encourage each other.

!
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She has written extensively on British
social and intellectual history.
Proposer: Ernest Sirluck.
Ann Schabas, professional, was until
recently dean of Library and
Information Science at U ofT. She has
published extensively in her field. Ann
is the daughter of the late Barker
Fairley. Proposer: Ezra Schabas.

Membership
New Members

Donald C. Bradbury, nonresident, was
a member of the club in the 1970s.
Donald is now living in Beamsville where
he is a church organist, teaches music,
and operates a home for seniors and the
developmentally handicapped. Proposer:
Jim Hubbard.
Julia M. Cottier, member, has 20 years'
Gladys Connor. December 24, 1992.
experience in the performing arts and as
Although a member for only a year,
a film critic. Julia has lived in England
Gladys participated actively in several
and Rhodesia and now refers to herself
of the artists' painting excursions,
as a writer/dilettante. Proposer: Jeanie
notably at Geneva Park 1992. She
Hersenhoren.
came to the art world late in life and
Walter Effer, member, earned his docspent her retirement years touring the
.torate in plant biochemistry and recently
countryside in her well-equipped van.
retired from Ontario Hydro. Walter is an
She will be missed by club artists who
Associate of the Royal Photographic
came to know and enjoy her humour
Society and has exhibited his work in
and her contagious enjoyment of life.
several international photographic
Jane Champagne
salons. Proposer: Barbara Effer.
John Bennet (Chip) Reynolds.
Judith Ann Graham, professional, is a
April 6, 1991.
painter and a photographer. A graduate
With fond memories of a generous
of U ofT, she also writes poetry and is
and humourous man, my husband and
learning to play the piano. Proposer:
best friend.
Jane Champagne.
Bets Reynolds
Joe Guercio, junior member, owns a
firm specializing in art restoration. He's
interested in all the arts - including
cooking. Proposer: Moya Gillett.
EL
M. Sylvia Kirkpatrick, professional.
The Ontario Arts Council is looking
Sylvia is a painter and has been actively
for professional writers, editors, librarinvolved as a volunteer at the ROM and
ians and so on, to assist in assessing
the AGO. She is a board member of the
grant requests from writers and book
Town of York Historical Society.
publishers. For details see the bulletin
Proposer: Jane Champagne.
board.
James Leslie Morrow, member, taught
Susan Ioannou recently published
high-school German and served as an
poems in the anthology Kitchen Talk:
interpreter with the Intelligence Corps
Contemporary Women's Prose and
during World War II. In recent years he
Poetry, and in the literary journals
has been a producer of talking books for
Contemporary Verse 2, the New
the CNIB. Proposer: Lyman Henderson.
Quarterly, and Wascana Review.
J. Douglas Purdon, professional. A
graduate of OCA, Doug is a painter and a man of eclectic interests: a collector of 19th century stereoscope cards;
lover of opera and ballet; and past presiHard on the heels of architect Chris
dent and director of the British Auto
Shepherd's LAMPS Week talk on comRacing Club. Proposer: Ellen Baker.
puter assisted design, came the
Ann Robson, professional, is a professor
splendid show of architectural renderA
of history at Victoria College, U of T.
!
ings, now on view in the lounge and
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Great Hall (and prepared by or for
firms that have club members on
staff.) Next well hear renowned
architect/author George Baird, at
the members' dinner March 18.
Baird is the winner of the 1992
Toronto Arts Foundation's Award
for Architecture and Design and he
currently serves as Davenport
Visiting Professor of Architecture
at Yale University. His firm is constructing its award-winning design
for Bay Adelaide Park in downtown
Toronto.

- lusic
The Music Committee is planning a
special evening event in September
to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the birth of Sir Ernest
MacMillan. Stay tuned!
And check Playbill for the April
lineup of splendid Music Table
lunches. We continue to enjoy performances by a remarkable number ,
of top-flight musicians, thanks to the
efforts of the music committee.
Cellist Dorothy Lawson will
play in "Musical Chairs," March 30
in the John L.Tishman Auditorium,
New School for Social Research,
New York.

Sainting
Fred Varley spent his last years in
the Unionville home of Kathleen
Gormley McKay and her late husband, Donald. Their house, now
owned by the Town of Markham,
has been turned into an art centre.
Varley's studio has been restored.
Now the house hums with activity
- art classes, workshops, exhibi-

tions, and so on. Blacks
Photography has donated to the
project 25 slides of Varley paintings, enlarged to 11x14 inches and
mounted on floatboard. The
Kathleen McKay and Fred Varley
Art Foundation has been established and, when funds permit, a
gallery will be built nearby. Mrs.

'an

acKay, now 93, has donated more
80 of Varley's oil paintings,
drawings and watercolours, valued
at over $5 million. The house is
open to the public on specified
occasions. For further details
phone Judy Livingston at 471-5559.

Audrey Garwood has joined
the Joanne Chapell Gallery in San
Francisco. After a winter in
California, Audrey returns to
Toronto for the opening of "Earth
Places" on Sunday, March 28, 2:005:00 pm at the club. She'll also be
on hand for Club Night on Monday,
March 29.
On March 25, K.M.(Kate)
Graham will speak to Vancouver's
Contemporary Art Society at the
Art Gallery of Vancouver. Kate's
show at the Douglas Udell Gallery
opens there two days later. (Udell
has been her dealer in Edmonton
for many years.) Kate will be on the
country's east coast this summer
or a show, tentatively slated for
sate August, at the Memorial
University Gallery in St. John's.
Rudolf Stussi will conduct
watercolour workshops this summer "in the idyllic splendour of the
Swiss Alps." A letter from Rudi giving details is on the bulletin board.
He is living in Berlin and working
on an Asterix feature film that will
be released in spring 1994.
Barbara Howard has recently
completed a large painting (18' x
16') for a cetacean (whale) study
centre in Quebec. Barbara's solo
show opens at the club May 10.
Stephen Quinlan thanks contributors to the drawing exhibition,
and those who helped prepare and
hang the show. Jurors were Tom
McNeely, Jean Townsend and
Geoff Armstrong. The architectural exhibition was a combined effort
by Hugh Westren and Jess
Steven.
4
Les Tibbles reports that the
Gisual artists' planning meeting in
February consisted of three sessions: a review of the club's current
visual arts programs (chaired by

Club Notes

John Snell); a discussion of future
plans (chaired by Pat Fairhead); a
look at matters of general club interest (chaired by Art Steven). Lively
discussions produced a long list of
suggestions that will be given to the
Long Range Planning Committee.
Thanks to those who chaired the discussions and to secretaries Mary
Anne Ludlam, Jean Nasmith, and
Jack Carr.
The O'Keefe show featured work
by 56 club artists. Ellen Baker, Tom
McNeely and the contributors are to
be congratulated for a well-received
show. Thanks, too, to Gordon Fulton
and Kae Fogden who capably organized a whirlwind tour of the AGO in
LAMPS Week, following a talk by
Christina Ritchie, assistant curator of
contemporary art.
On view now (and until March 27):
an exhibition of paintings by Tom
McNeely at the John B. Aird Gallery.

tage
The Theatre Committee's presentation of Chekhov's The Bear and The
Proposalon February 15 gave LAMPS
Week a rollicking start. Both casts
measured up to the challenges thrown
at them by the master dramatist. In
The Bear, Peter Hart was an aggres-

sive "boor" with a soft centre; Beth
Firstbrookwas suitably in love with
her widowhood - until she caved in;
while Cal Wilson was a suffering
estate manager. In The Proposal,the
hypochondriac "lover boy" (Lomov)
was in perpetual danger of succumbing to the relentless onslaught of the
woman he had chosen for his future
wife (Tanya D'Anger) and her calculating father (Monty Larkin). Rod
Wilkinson's debut as Lomov was
brilliant.
Congratulations to directors Isaac
Pfaffand Peter Hart, Violet
Thresher, producer, and the technical
crew: Peter Fleming, Michael
Spence, Graham Garrett, Diana

/

Hore, Nicole Pepper and John Joy.

JA

All told, LAMPS Week attracted 425
enthusiastic people this year.
Revenue: $6,686.
The Executive Committee will entertain new members and their sponsors at
a reception in the LAMPS Room at 5:30
pm, March 18, prior to the Members'
Dinner.
The illustration for this issue of
LAMPSletter is from the J.E.H.
MacDonald Sketchbook, 1915-1922.

Treasurer's Report
This month I'd like to report on our food
and beverage sales, and rentals for the
first 10 months of our financial year.
Bar sales: $65,000. (34% to members at
lunch, 24% at dinner, 42% at non-club
functions.)
Food sales: $91,000. (36%to members at
lunch, 32% at dinner, 32% at non-club
functions.)
Rentals: $17,400. (Rentals are important!)
Total revenue from food, bar and rentals:
$174,000
Total cost of food & bar service and
supplies: $130,000. This gives us $44,000
to apply to club overhead and interest on
our debt.
Remember it takes 30 people at lunch
to cover cost. Only when we have more
than 30 do we make a profit. On
Wednesday, March 3, I had lunch with
six others!
Connie Briant

Library
Donations have been received from:
David Nicholls - Photography Yearbook
1993.
Jack Downing - Curiouserand
Curiouser;poems, philosophy and
stories by Jack Downing [1992].
Lois Darroch - Who's Who in the
Writers' Union of Canada;a directory
of members [19881.
Susan loannou - Literary Markets
That Pay.

Aquisition: Tapestry of War by Sandra
Gwynn [Toronto 1992].

Recent Activities

Members on the Move

Gordon Fulton will be featured in an article on retirement
planning in the April issue of the Financial Post magazine.
Gord could serve as a role model for any retiree. He travels
extensively as a retirement consultant; works as a docent at
the AGO, and has hosted a weekly TV program, A Time to
Live, on the Vision network. He recently appeared in a supporting role in Scales ofJustice.
Some time ago, during a manuscript search, antiquities
dealer Hugh MacMillan, turned up a lock of Major-General
Sir Isaac Brock's hair. (Brock was killed October 12, 1812
during the Battle of Queenston Heights.) Hugh had the lock
framed, along with copies of Brock's portrait and his bulletridden tunic, and sold it to a private collector. The "Brock
lock" was recently donated to Brock University. [Our Ted
Brock, a genealogist, claims that he is not a descendant.
The general, says Ted, was a bachelor.]

Painter/educator Kevin Bice of London, Ont., will lead a
tour through "Renaissance Italy" in August. Details are
posted on the bulletin board.
Also in August, physician John Grayson will jaunt to
Glasgow for the World Congress of Microcirculation. Hell
speak on "Man in the Cold."
Roseann Runte, Principal of Glendon College, York
University, also serves as president of the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO. These latter duties take her
frequently to Ottawa and (next month) shell attend a
UNESCO meeting in Vienna.
Philosopher Betty Trott travels to Merton College,
Oxford, April 2 to 4 to attend a conference honouring F. H.
Bradley. Scholars from around the world will celebrate the
100th anniversary of Bradley's Appearance and Reality and
hear Betty speak on "Watson, Bradley and the Search for
Metaphysical Metaphor."

Lure of the Limerick
TOPLESSLY CORRECT!
It's old Hat for the Art Connoisseur
Perhaps Boggles the eager Voyeur
Yes, We can Withstand
The Bare mamm'ry Gland
But Prefer it not Be de Rigueur!
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Thanks to Pat Harvie for copy editing LAMPSletter. Please
submit items for publication to the editor. Next deadline:
Friday, April 2.
Editor: Margaret McBumey

lme Present ...Ti
Club muralists
(continued from February):
Two other artists of recent memory
were: York Wilson, whose mural in
the O'Keefe Centre and the two in
Imperial Oil's lobby are highly visible,
as well as those at Queen's Park, the
Salvation Army, the Toronto Hospital,
Bell Canada's head office and McGill
University... Alan Collier's three
murals appear in the Bank of Canada at
Queen Street and University Avenue,
the Ryerson Polytechnical Institute,
and Queen's Park.
Five current members are carrying
on the mural tradition: Chris Adeney

st......
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has a mural in the Scarborough City
Hall in the Scarborough Town Centre...
Franklin Arbuckle's work may be
seen in the Hamilton City Hall, at
Queen's Park, and in two large tapestries in the Royal Bank on King
Street... Raymond Cattell has work in
the Windsor Public Library and in the
Wellington Place condominium here in
Toronto... Charles Comfort has
murals at the Academy of Medicine
(where we sojourned recently), the
Canada Post Office in Ottawa and the
CPR head office in Montreal... Mackay
Houston has two murals, one at
Queen's Park, and the other at
Women's College Hospital.

I

I

·

A final note: In the 1950s a group of
CPR lounge cars were decorated with
murals representing Canadian parks.
Eight club artists were among those
selected: Franklin Arbuckle, Charles
Comfort, George Pepper, Fred
Finley, A. Y. Jackson, William
Winter, Lawren Harris and
A. J. Casson. When the cars were
taken out of service, the murals were
removed and have since been exhibited at Canadian galleries.

"Think you that this is quite a lot?
Imagine, please, whom I forgot."
Howard Gerring
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REVUE
SPRING
FOCUS ON THE
REVUE
SPRING
THE
ON
FOCUS
Peter Hart, Producer: AMan For All Seasons

Come and join us next Monday night at the
Arts and Letters PUB.
Life patterns change. For many members
who hold down jobs, lunch at the club is
becoming increasingly difficult. I've always
said the only thing wrong with such a luncheon is that it takes so long - because it is
so interesting. Today's employers are not
nearly as tolerant of long lunch hours as they
used to be. Pity.
And hence Pub Nights on Monday at the
club. What started out a couple of years ago
as an experiment has become an institution.
The bar opens around 5:30 and supper (it's
really a three-course gourmet meal with two
choices of main course) is served any time
from six on. And all this for $13 (including
all the taxes your friendly government can
dream up), plus a trifling addition for your
wine or whatever. It probably costs about
one-third of what you would pay at any good
downtown restaurant - and you get so much
more.
Look what you get for your money! Great
art shows opening every three weeks, the
occasional guest speaker (we've tried some
Minds on the Move on Monday evenings),
sometimes music, and always great conversation. Who are the habitu6s? Artists who
attend the Monday evening drawing sessions, Executive Committee
members after their meeting
in the boardroom, and regulars, who wouldn't miss it for
anything.
/
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Engineer/actor, college administrator /director, highway
planner/set designer...these terms barely begin to describe the
remarkable, multifaceted Peter R. Hart. Born and educated in
England, Peter arrived in Canada in 1957 where he became project
engineer for the Ontario Department of Highways. In subsequent
years he provided financial studies for road and bridge reconstruction for four Ontario counties; feasibility studies for IBM, the City of
Oshawa, CPAir, and other major clients; management of staff and
scheduling for numerous road projects, including the QEW, and
functional planning, design, and management of roads and services
for the 170-acre Scarborough Town Centre complex. He also managed to found his own company and join the administration of
Centennial College.
continued on page 2

PRESIDENT•S
COLUM N

Monday night? Monday
night is dark for much of
Toronto's entertainment. But
it's light and bright before
the fire in the Great Hall.
Bring your spouse, friend,
relative or suitable facsimile
and have a ball for pennies.
As a fringe benefit, your
attendance will help keep
the club alive and thriving.
Lyman
I

PeterHart as Inspector Clouseau

continuedfrom page 1
After he was well along with his engineering career, Peter turned to the
theatre, taking acting and directing
courses in his spare time and then
appearing in productions of community
theatrical groups. In 1986 he received
the Thea award from the Association of
Community Theatres for Best
Performance by a Male Actor in a
Supporting Role.
Members of the Arts and Letters Club
know well the many contributions Peter
has made over the years to the club's
theatrical life - particularly the Spring
Revue. This year is no exception as
Producer Hart is now putting his cast
through the final stages of rehearsal for
the grand opening on April 26.
When asked recently, "How do you
manage to do all that you do?" Peter
replied nonchalantly, "You just do it."
Just as "doing it" has long been a way of
life for Peter Hart, so it is today as he
combines his work at Centennial College
as Chair of the Architectural, Biological,
Chemical and Civil Engineering
Technology Departments, with being
Master Reader for the Talking Book
series of the Canadian National Institute
for the Blind - and impressario for the
Arts and Letters Club of Toronto. Truly
he is a man for all seasons.
Alice Corbett

HONOURED
Each year since 1986 the OCA alumni
have presented the A. J. Casson Award
for Distinguished Service to "recognize
the great contribution which the faculty
of the College has made to the College's
name and reputation." There were two
winners this year: our own Richard
Nevitt, and John Grube. They received
their awards at a reception on March 6 at
the Elmwood Club. [Editor's note: The
reception was held where?]
At the same reception, Loi Hathaway
received an Award of Honour in grateful
recognition of her outstanding contribution to the OCA Alumni Association.
Telefilm Canada and the Ontario Film
Development Corporation have
announced a $5,000 scholarship in tribute to Gerald Pratley's contribution to
Canadian film studies. [See bulletin
board for details]. Gerald is an author,
teacher, and founder of the Ontario Film

At his memorial service in Timothy
Eaton Memorial Church on March
13, a capacity audience paid tribute
to a man who inspired admiration
and affection.
Claude Bissel

Institute, now merged with
Cinematheque Ontario.

Membership
New Members

David Priddle. March 12, 1993
David Priddle died suddenly of
post-surgical complications after a
successful hip operation. A native
of Saint John, N.B., David graduated from Ryerson in Chemical
Technology in 1967. He went to
work for the Department of
Chemistry at U of T and rose to be
technical manager for the department. While at Ryerson, he
developed a deep interest in the
technical side of theatre. He
brought this love of theatre to the
Arts and Letters Club when he
joined in 1982. David's expertise
was in sound effects and audio
reproduction. He was chief sound
technician for all club theatricals
during his 11 years as a member.
For several years he sat on the
executive committee and chaired
the membership committee with
enthusiasm and dedication.
David's untimely death at 48 has
deprived the club of a generous and
warm-hearted individual who was
always willing to share his considerable talents. He particularly
enjoyed "interesting conversation"
around the Round Table and at the
refectory tables in the Great Hall.
His ready wit and infectious grin
while "holding court" with fellow
members will be missed - especially in April at the time of our
annual Spring Revue.
Mike Spence

June Ardiel, professional, is vicepresident and creative director of
Ardiel Advertising. She is interested in
drawing, painting, and literature.
Proposer: Bets Reynolds.
Camilla Gryski, professional, writes
children's literature. She has published four books, articles for Owl
magazine, and is a librarian at Sick
Children's Hospital. Proposer: Gerald
Prodrick.
Chester Gryski, member, currently
chairs the Friends of the Osborne and
Lillian H. Smith Collections at the
Toronto Public Library. He is also a
lawyer. Proposer: Gerald Prodrick
Karen Jacobson, professional. An art
consultant, Karen has for the past
seven years represented artists to the
corporate community. Proposer: Geoff
Armstrong.
Ilene Parker,professional, is a graduate of Queen's College, NYC. She is a
painter, and owner of the Parker
Gallery. Proposer: Jane Champagne.
Resignations:Peter Aykroyd; Robt. H.
Blackburn; Edward Borins; George W.
Cairns; H.S. Hunnisett; Arthur
Kennedy; Helen Kennedy; Virginia
Kieran; Ron Leonard; Gerald Nash;
Mary Jane Rodgers; Frank Suma;
Norbrecht A. Wall.
Delete from Membership List: Dianne
Craig; David Franco.

InMemoriam

2

Frank Stone. March 9, 1993
Frank Stone was a member of the
club from 1966 until his death. He was
a graduate of U ofT and, after a career
in business, served the University of
Toronto from 1955-1975 as assistant to
the vice-president (administration).
Membership in the Arts and Letters
Club was an essential part of a life that
responded to many interests beyond
that of business - particularly to his
church and to the Toronto Symphony. .

= =iterature
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Blame It On Wilmot!, a mystery
novel by Eleanor McNaught (with
11 illustrations by her daughter,
Lesley Sirluck) will be published
this month. McNaught, who died in
1955, was the first woman reporter
for the Toronto Star, an early member of the Heliconian Club, the
Toronto Women's Press Club, and

the International League for Peace
nd Freedom. She wrote this book
in the early 1950s.

I
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Bill Rodgers writes of coming
across an interesting tribute to
Healy Willan, "in a book lent to me
by Harold Flammger, who is a
fountain of knowledge on so many
subjects. The autobiography of
[Willan's pupil] Cecil Gray MUSICAL CHAIRS or Between Two
Stools, was published by Hogarth
Press, London, sometime before
his death in 1951.... He, like Willan,
had been attracted to the legends of
Deirdre of the Sorrows, celebrated
by Synge and Yeats. Both Gray and
Willan wrote operas on the subject.
It would be fascinating to know if
they were aware of each other's
opera and what they thought of
them." Gray wrote that Willan was
"the only teacher from whom I suc*eeded in learning anything at all."
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OCA's 1992 Franklin Arbuckle
Alumni Association Award was won by
Katherine Ann Beatty; winner of the
Alan Collier Alumni Association
Studies Award was Lisa Diane Smith.
Barbara Howard will welcome
members and guests to a special preview of her upcoming exhibition on
Sunday, May 9, from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Barbara will also be present at Club
Night, May 10, for the opening of the
exhibition.
Steve Quinlan reports that
Audrey Garwood had upwards of 200
people at the opening of her show
Earth Places. Pat Fairhead gave a
glowing tribute to Audrey's paintings,
followed by Audrey's talk about her
past two year's efforts.
Doug Purdon's one-man show
opens April 24 (until May 8) at the
Picture Only Us Gallery, Bayview Ave.
Included will be paintings done on
Monhegan Island, Maine, and the
Lake District in England.
Clare Titcombe's paintings will be
showing at Artfest '93 at Port Perry,
on May 1 and 2.
Janet Young, Whistler, B.C., is
spending April in Georgia, where she
will be the first Canadian to show with
the Left Bank Gallery at The Cloisters,
Sea Island.
Zora Buchanan is this month's
featured artist at the Tom Thomson
Memorial Art Gallery, Owen Sound.
Her solo exhibition in Edinburgh
opens August 6 (to September 4), during the Edinburgh Festival. She and
Bill will be living there until August 13
and would warmly welcome any members who'd like to visit.
Jane Champagne spent two
weeks in March at Lila Lewis Irving's
studio in Tesuque, New Mexico - "an
ideal spot for painters." Jane will be
teaching a week-long outdoor watercolour workshop for Elderhostel at
Killarney, Ont. in May; weekend
watercolour/acrylics workshops in
Stratford, St. Catharines, Chatham,
and the Hockley valley during May
and June; and a five-day session during the summer for the Courtyard

A happy band of 23 painters
enjoyed a warm and sunny March
weekend at Geneva Park - in fact,
warmer than in Toronto. Besides
taking advantage of the weather,
scenery and comfortable accommodations, we had a useful (although
not definitive) discussion on the
appropriate ground for oil painting
(acrylic gesso vs. traditional gesso
vs. any other surface). Alice
Hoskins gave an illustrated
account of her recent stay in Japan,
involving a 10-week pilgrimage to
more than 80 shrines, travelling by
bus, train, car and sometimes on
foot, staying overnight in hostels or
temples. Hazel Harvey presented
a colourful overview of the very
recent visit that she and Lois
Dierlam made to India.
Jack Carr
Pat Fairhead has been elected
to the Royal Canadian Academy.
School, Bobcaygeon.
4/
Ms. Fairhead's reaction: "Hot

damn!"

Photography
An exhibition of photographs by Jim
Parr will be on view at Eight Elm's
gallery - next door to the club - May 1
to 14.

Club Notes
We are happy to report that our new fax
machine, donated by James Gary
Stark, is now in operation. The number:
597-9544.
The club is front and centre in the current issue of Bravo magazine at Roy
Thomson Hall. Founder Augustus
(Gus) Bridle and the club are featured
in a splendid article that describes Gus
as possessed of a "quaint sense of humor
and truly lovable qualities of mind and
heart." Bravo also trumpets the efforts of
Niki Goldschmidt's 1993 Joy of
Singing, while yet another article discusses the upcoming oratorio Jezebel
(tickets still available through the club)
by Robertson Davies and Derek Holman.
Chairman of the Board of the
Corporation of Massey Hall and RTH is
John B. Lawson.
Recently overheard at the Round
Table: "The term 'boardroom' is much
too stuffy for this club. Why not hang
Gus Bridle's portrait on the end wall then we could call it the Bridle
Chamber?"
Our thanks to Alan Carrie, who kindly took "mug shots" of each new club
member at the reception before the
March Members' Dinner. These photos
will appear in an album on display in the
lounge, so that each new member can be
identified and made welcome.
Thanks as well to Graham Garrett
who recently painted the basement floor.

Recent Activities
U of Ts University College has named
Larry Grossman the 1993 Barker
Fairley Distinguished Visitor in
Canadian Culture. [LARRY GROSSMAN?]
Jim Parr's article "Education Isn't
Business As Usual" appears in the
Feb./March edition of Teach magazine.
A

"'~"
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Last Words

Treasurer's Report
Back in October 1989 when the club needed money for renovations, members were asked to purchase debentures at
market rates of interest ranging from 9 to 12%: 144 members responded by providing $539,000. Since then the club
has redeemed $308,000. This leaves us with 67 debentures
outstanding, all at 9% or less. Since interest rates have fallen,
37 of the debenture holders of the remaining 67 have
offered to take reductions in their debentures, either in
interest or in principal. We thank them sincerely. On June 1
this year our debenture interest cheques will go out paying
$25,448 to our members. Thank you all for coming to the
aid of your club.
Connie Briant
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Who said there's no free lunch? At the Arts and Letters Club
we're offering TWO FREE LUNCHES and a bottle of fine
WINE for the best design of a masthead for our revamped
newsletter - a combined LAMPSletter/Playbill, the first
issue of which will appear in June. A panel of three will
judge the entries, due May 14. Specifications may be picked
up from the office, or call Molly if you wish them faxed.
Thanks to Don Gillies, Jeanie Hersenhoren, and
Wentworth Walker, for their contributions to this issue, to
Jane Champagne for her sketches and copy editing, and to
Warren Clements for adding the finishing (and perfect)
touch with The Nestlings - they were Strictly for the Birds!
Editor: Margaret McBurney
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People oflth Clu
In 1925 when his famous grandfather,
James Mavor, died, an obituary (written by our own Gus Bridle) called
him: "educationist, economist, publicist
and author." Now Mavor Moore, at 74,
has gone even further: his CV identifies him as "playwright, director,
producer, actor, composer, critic, journalist and teacher." The Canadian
Encyclopedia, without being sued,
called him "an artistic polymath." One
of our venerable life members, his current position is research professor in
the fine arts and humanities at the
University of Victoria, in which salubrious town he lives with his wife, the
celebrated opera singer Alexandra
Browning. His most recent contribution to the club was the presentation
last June in the Great Hall of three of
his one-act plays, which he managed to
attend on all three nights.
Moore is chair of an advisory board
of the Shakespeare Globe Centre of
Canada, and is active in Les Jeunesses

Musicales, the Canadian Music Centre,
the Canadian Screen Institute, the
Canada-Israel Cultural Foundation and
the Center for Inter-American Studies
in New York. He directed Spring Thaw
from 1948 to 1966, and for four years
(1950-54) was chief producer of television for the CBC.
He has acted in more than 50 feature films and documentaries. He also
did a radio series based on the adventures of "private eye" Nero Wolfe
(perhaps this experience led to his
being snapped up by Army Intelligence
during the war). On television he had
his own series on the arts, and for
years took part in the program
Crossfire.
But, he says, "I think possibly I
might be remembered better for some
of the things I've written than for roles
I've played." That would include a couple of stage musicals which were well
received: one based on Candide,before
Leonard Bernstein did one, and

Sunshine Sketches based on stories by
Stephen Leacock. And he is still active.
Apart from lecturing, "I do a lot of work
with graduate students, and I'm also
writing my memoirs, a couple of plays,
and another musical... and so on."
Moore was the first artist to chair
the Canada Council (197983). He
received the 1986 Molson Prize for distinguished contribution to the arts, and
five years ago was made a Companion
of the Order of Canada. His broadcasts
for the United Nations have won three
international Peabody Awards. He
holds honorary degrees from five universities, including York University,
where he is a professor emeritus.
One would suppose such accolades
highly satisfying, but perhaps not more
so than his answer to the question: Has
he had any calls from the CBC lately?
"Oh, yes, I had a call yesterday about a
film they wanted me to do, but I had to
turn it down."
Fergus Cronin

LAMPSLEITER
THEARTS
&LETTERS
CLUB
14 ELM
STREET
TORONTO,
ONTARIO
M5G 1G7
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In mid April, I stood outside the ring
of Stonehenge and communed with
those artists and artisans of 150 generations ago. Life must have been
pretty primitive in those days. Hard
work, long hours, just to survive and only mead to drink! You would
think that these peasants would want
to spend any spare time in bettering
their standard of living, yet thousands had obviously been employed
in the planning, siting, and erecting
of this great monument. To them,
expression of the spiritual side of
nature (by using the word "spiritual"
I do not intend to restrict the meaning to "religious") was important
enough to cut very significantly into
what little wealth they had. The arts
were vital!
I couldn't help contrasting what I
surmised about those times to the
age of today. We have labour-saving
devices designed to release us from
the drudgery of just living. We have
spare time to burn. Yet our society
seems to rate the arts as less important than did our ancestors of 3,500
years ago. And when times get a little tough, then a great many of our
citizens consider the
arts as a dispensable
frill.
The nonprofessional members of
our club don't need
to be convinced. But
it seems that we have
a selling job to do to
a large segment of
our community. If
the arts are starved of
necessary
sustenance, we have to
shoulder at least
some of the blame.

Lyman
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The object of the club, to which all members must subscribe, is defined in
our Constitution. It is "to advance arts and letters, to promote intercourse
among those who are engaged in or contribute to the arts of literature,
architecture, music, painting, sculpture and stage, or any other related
artistic discipline, and to encourage the practise of those arts."
After 20 years as a professional member of the Club - involved in
many of its activities - I see no reason for a differentiation between "professional member" and "member." All members subscribe to the object of
the club. Therefore, I shall make a motion at the Annual Meeting that
would remove the distinction.
..
Jim rarr

INMEMORIAM
John Tuzo Wilson. April 15, 1993
I knew Tuzo for more than 40 years. While we were not close friends, we
saw each other frequently, both at formal and informal functions, and occasionally for a quiet lunch. We enjoyed each other's company, and he was a
great help to me on many occasions, as he was to numerous others.
In all those years, I never saw Tuzo irritable, angry, or depressed. He
was a true gentleman, always courteous, tolerant, and pleasant.
Although Tuzo was a scholar of international repute, what seemed to
interest and challenge him most were his duties as director of the Ontario
Science Centre. In this post his scholarship and creativity merged and
allowed him to provide scientific exhibits that stimulated the imagination
of children and adults alike. These exhibits were repeated or copied by
museums the world over. In every respect, in his personal life, in research,
teaching, and exhibiting, he was a star.
We will miss a gentleman of the old school.
Murray Ross

Floyd S. Chalmers. April 26, 1993.
We mourned the loss last month of a distinguished life member of this
club. (Floyd called himself a "Boar's Head member," since for some time,
failing health had prevented him from attending more than that one function each year.) He joined the club in 1930 when he was a fledgling
reporter at The Financial Post, where he rose rapidly to become editor,
then president, and chairman of the board of Maclean Hunter Ltd.
continuedon page 2

continuedfrom page 1
Floyd's business career began as a
junior with the Bank of Nova Scotia. He
served overseas with the 1st Canadian
Tank Battalion in World War I. He also
served his country as an outstanding
patron of the arts, through the founding
of the Canadian Opera Company, the
Stratford Shakespearean Foundation and
as founder and trustee of the
Encyclopedia of Music in Canada. He
founded the Floyd S. Chalmers
Foundation, now administered by the
Ontario Arts Council.
Floyd was chancellor of York
University (1968-73). When York wanted
to grant him an honorary degree, he
asked that it be a Bachelor of Fine Arts,
since he had not had the opportunity of
attending university when he was young.
Elmer Phillips
John Philip Renouf. April 27, 1993.
As his daughter Anne says, there was
"nothing not to like" about John Renouf.
John died unexpectedly, less than a
month before he and Esme were to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.
In his quiet, unassuming manner,
John did not put his knowledge and
strengths on display; nor were many
fellow-members aware of his intriguing
background. Born in New York, he
returned to England and the Channel
Islands for schooling, followed by an MA
(Oxon.) and admission as Barrister of
the Middle Temple.
John served with distinction as a lieutenant commander in the Royal Navy
during World War II. After a short stay in
New Zealand, he and Esme came to
Canada in 1951. A lover of words and of
precision, he became an editor of legal
publications.
John first joined the club in 1954. His
many activities included being the longtime editor of Playbill. John was a gentle
man. We will all miss him, but are
pleased that Anne continues the Renouf
family connection at the club.
Ken Purvis

few were aware of his impressive
accomplishments. He was a self-effacing man.
As an industrial designer, Sid was
responsible for the development of an
astonishing array of products, including National Industrial Design Council
award winners such as a reflecting
projector, an oil-fired furnace, an electric iron, and a line of plastic
dinnerware. As a private project he
once redesigned a crutch for the
March of Dimes. Sid was a founding
member, a director, and past president
of the Association of Canadian
Industrial Designers and a founder of
the NIDC.
We offer our condolences to Joanne
and the family, and our thanks for
their suggestion that Sid be remembered through donations to the Arts
and Letters Club. A memorial gathering was held at the club on May 12.
Margaret McBurney
I.
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Alice Hoskins has just published
HitoriDe (On My Own); Travels in
Japan,based on journals she kept
during a three-month tour in 1989.
The attractive cover plus 60 sketches
are also the work of the author.
Mogul Recollected, a new book of
poems by Richard Outram, will be
published this autumn by Porcupine's
Quill.
Hugh Anson-Cartwright tells us
that Robertson Davies will open the
21st Toronto Antiquarian Book Fair,
Friday, May 28, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at
the Metro Toronto Convention Centre.
The show runs until May 30.

Canadian Collections.The conference includes a reception and
dinner at the Arts and Letters Club
on July 2 at 6:30 p.m. (our members
welcome), and papers presented by
Dr. Thomas Howarth and Paul
Russell (among others), on July 3.
There'll also be walking tours: on
July 11 in the High Park area,
focusing on the early houses of
Eden Smith; July 18 in the
St.Clair- Bathurst area, featuring
Smith's middle-period work; and on
August 8 along Poplar Plains and in
south Forest Hill, concentrating on
houses he designed. Contact the
AGO for details.

7 usic
On May 11, the Ontario Federation
of Symphony Orchestras held a
panel discussion aimed at encouraging young people to enjoy
classical music. Sandy Stewart
was one of four panelists, as was
Ian Ritchie, director of the Scottish
National Orchestra.
To celebrate the centennial of
the birth of Sir Ernest
MacMillan, the Canadian Music
Centre is producing a compact disc
containing all his compositions. It
will be released in September.
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Steve Quinlan writes to applaud
the efforts of club artists and contributors for their originality and
inventiveness in "bird creations."
Several members expressed interest in purchasing birds, and the
names of these people will be forwarded to the artists. Please make
arrangements to either collect or
donate your work prior to June 15.
Sid Bersudsky. April 30, 1990.
Sis Weld's historic home in NiagaraGeorge Sanders has been
Sid loved the club. It was an important
elected president of the Society of
on-the-Lake is the subject of a glowing
part of his life for 33 years. On April 28,
Canadian Artists (SCA).
article in the April/May issue of City
just two days before his death, he attendThe Fred Varley Art Centre in
& Country Home.
ed the Spring Revue. Everyone knew and
Unionville will present "To Be or Not
At the AGO this summer - The
A Earthly Paradise:Arts and Crafts by
liked Sid, for he was unfailingly pleasA To Be," in late May and early June.
ant and a fine conversationalist. But
1 William Morris and His Circlefrom
) See the bulletin board for details.
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The Schieder Gallery, 33
Hazelton Ave., will show acrylics by
Mary Jane Holmes (Baillie),
May 15-28.
The same gallery will also be
representing Audrey Garwood
whose show there will take place in
October with new work and a small
retrospective.
Les Tibbles' class for seniors
recently held an exhibition of its
work at Oriole York Mills United
Church. Les has been teaching this
class for a number of years.
Jack Downing writes to
announce the formation of the
Shelburne Arts Council, and welcomes club members to attend its
First Monday of the Month Soup &
Sandwich Luncheon. For details
call the Kame & Kettle Gallery
(519) 925-5585.

(sage
A Little Bit of Fluffwill be staged
next month (June 16 and 17) by
Issac Pfaff, chair of the Theatre
Committee - although Isaac's
career has had little to do with
"fluff." Isaac is a playwright/director, actor, poet, novelist,
educationist, and civil rights
activist, and he has accomplished
much in these diverse fields. Born
and educated in South Africa, he
was in the forefront of the fight
against apartheid, a battle he still
wages in Canada with work for
Amnesty International and through
his church. Two of his books
(under the pseudonym Paul
Roubaix) are in the club library.

MEMBERSHIP
New Members
Zoe Girling, member, taught
English literature at Atkinson
College, York University. She was
involved in the new edition (still in
progress) of the Letters of Charles
Dickens. Proposer: Harold
Flammger.

Lynn Kinney, professional, is
president of Credentials, a firm that
represents directors, writers and
others involved in the film and TV
industries. Sponsor: Margaret
McBurney.
Graeme McDonald, nonresident, is
president of the Banff Centre and a
director of several arts organizations.
Until recently Dr. McDonald was
president and CEO of the Asia Pacific
Foundation. Proposer: Lyman
Henderson.
Resignations
Michael Bliss, Ted Brock, Jack
Eastaugh, Norman Hathaway, Steven
Kekko, Jack Michell, Diana Shields,
Eva Swenson, Ruth Tulving, Robert A.
Watt.

Library
Thanks for donations from:
Dick Mastin, for The Talented
Intruder,Wyndham Lewis in Canada
1939-45. Catalogue of an exhibition at
the Art Gallery of Windsor, Nov.'92Jan.'93, curated by his daughter,
Catharine Mastin.
Betts Reynolds, for The Builders;
Marvels ofEngineering [Washington
D.C. National Geographic 1992].

Archives
The scrapbook is right up to date (special thanks to Jim Parr). In addition to
being an essayist, poet, lyricist and
conversationalist of high order, Jim is
doing the attractive lettering in the
scrapbook. Thanks to Michael Copp,
Art Steven, and Carole Vaughan for
donations of photographs, and to
Peter Aykroyd, Gerald Prodrick,
and David Skene-Melvin for archival
material. New members often ask how
one gets into the scrapbook. The
answer is simple: get involved in a club
activity, and make sure there is a photographer about, even if you must
bring your own. Members are encouraged to take photographs of club
events. Copies for archives would be
appreciated. Please put your name,
date and event on the envelope, so
A proper credit can be given.
A
Raymond Peringer

Recent Activities
Elmer Phillips' most recent activity was
unpleasant - he fell and broke his arm
while attempting to move a TV set.
Fortunately he won't need the arm to
tackle his appointment as chair of the
Round Table at Hart House.
Clive Smith's animation company,
Nelvana, was the subject of a laudatory
article in the April 29 edition of the
tabloid Eye.
Harrison Scheak has donated his
collection of antiques and textiles to the
Brant Museum.
Sandy Stewart has been named one
of five judges for the renowned Yorkton
Film Festival, May 27-30.

Lure of the Limerick
Politicians when Talking Abstract
Make us Scared as a Matter of Fact
The Slogans they Bray
Our Fears don't Allay
We can't Relish that "Social Contract."
Monty Larkin

Members on the Move
Pat Fairhead and Peter Garstang are
in Europe. Peter, who was with the merchant marine in WW II, is revisiting old
haunts in Southampton. Pat is on a
pilgrimage to the homes of Vita
Sackville-West, Virginia Woolf, and
Vanessa Bell - the results to be seen in
a show next spring

Corrections
Graham Garrett's floor-painting crew
included Sylvia Ciuciura, Michael
Copp, Judith Graham, and Karina
Rammell.
Reports of Ron Leonard's resignation have been "greatly exaggerated."
Not only has Norbrecht A. Wall not
resigned, he does not (to our knowledge) even exist. This name was listed in
our last issue due to an error in the
thinking process.
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Last Words
Thanks to Jack Carr, Raymond Peringer, David SkeneMelvin, and Jack Sword for their contributions, and to Pat
Harvie and Zora Buchanan for their cartoons.
It is with feelings of regret (and some relief) that, with
this issue, I will be resigning as editor of LAMPSletter. My
years as editor presented a host of challenges as we
changed from the old format to a smaller, monthly publication that provided considerable savings in postage and
paper. There were, of course, growing pains. I want to thank
Ernest Sirluck for his patience and support as I stumbled
along. Jane Champagne's sharp eyes were invaluable for
copy editing chores. And our publishers, Carolyn and Gary
Metcalfe, of Fine Impressions, have been a joy to work with.
I am indebted to them. Above all I want to thank our contributors - there'd be no newsletter without them - for
putting up with the occasional error or omission which, in
spite of my best efforts ("Proofread carefully to make sure
you haven't anything out"), and for so graciously accepting
the exigencies of space. Sometimes we're a garrulous
group!
The June issue will introduce a new editor and a new format. Freda Fyles, a lawyer and former journalist, will, with
the help of a small editorial committee, publish
LAMPSletter and Playbill as a single publication. New layout and graphics will present club events in a crisp and
fresh manner. Our club's history and traditions will, of
course, continue to be recognized in the new publication.
Now, as I complete this last issue, I take comfort in the
knowledge that there was one error I avoided committing:
not ONCE, from first issue to last, did I spell Jack Yocom's
name incorrectly.
Margaret McBurney
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Objets d'art with clocks imbedded in
them are not always viewed with
delight by those with a discriminating
eye (statuettes of the Venus de Milo
with a clock in her midsection come to
mind). But when it comes to historic
artifacts - well, that's another story.
One of the club's prize possessions,
for instance, is an airplane propeller, in
the centre of which is a clock. It is a
reminder of the part played by the Arts
and Letters Club during WW I. There
were then about 250 members in the
club, and of those, 53 served in the
armed forces. Two failed to return.
The club sent members serving
overseas introductions to our affiliate in
London, the Savage Club. On the home
front, the executive decided on

Club Notes
Remember - now that we have a fax machine, you can fax
the club with your requests for reservations, etc.
The number: 597-9544.
David Skene-Melvin has given the club a vise for the
props room and a corkscrew machine for the bar.
Plus (a change... in the club minutes of February 23,
1916, it was noted that "Mr Beatty reported for the Picture
Committee, and protested against the Dramatic Corps
covering up Mr. Varley's Exhibition of pictures by their
curtains and properties."
Congratulations to the cast and crew of Strictlyfor the
Birds - ticket sales were 97 per cent of capacity.

ij

March 9, 1917 to extend "the privileges
of the club to the RFC officers on their
being put up in the regular way, and
during their stay in Toronto." All went
well, presumably, with one troublesome exception. A Captain Thomas
RFC (for reasons discreetly omitted
from the minutes), had his guest privileges withdrawn. His sponsor, Alan
Sullivan, a well-known author and a
member of the club executive, wrote to
demand an explanation. Obviously not
satisfied with the response, Sullivan
resigned in April 1918.
The war was by this time coming to
an end and, one month to the day after
the armistice, the airmen who had so
enjoyed the club's hospitality presented us with the propeller from a Curtiss

JN Jenny, "in appreciation of courtesies
extended." Charter Member W.W.
Alexander designed the clock face.
At its meeting of March 12, 1919,
the club executive "decided to leave in
the hands of the House Committee the
question of engraving in some suitable
manner the Clock presented by the
officers of the RAF and arrange for its
hanging." Present-day members may
not be surprised to learn that, threequarters of a century later, this task
was completed by archivist Raymond
Peringer. The new brass plaque can
be seen in the library.

Margaret McBurney

THE SPRING REVUE

Reminiscences by Morna (Wales) Daniel
Spring Revue time again, and "It's
Strictly for the Birds."
Everyone connected with the show
is feeling the loss of Wilf White and
David Priddle very deeply, but they
•hould have been the first to say "The
how Must Go On." It will - with Ron
Sorley stepping into Wilfs shoes.
The show has survived death
before. It has also survived disease, disaster, disabilities, drop-outs, and
divorce. It has survived Palace
Revolutions, plagues, punched egos,
and poverty!
The Spring Revue was born in the
late '20s. Then, after a break of four
years, it returned in 1945 after World
War II. In 1939 the title of the show
was "The Old Skit Bag" and in 1945 it
was called "Take it Easy." Show titles
provide quite a historical record over
the years, and the topical title has
become one of the show's many traditions.
We still have a few members who
were connected with the show in those
days, including John FleetwoodMorrow and Wentworth Walker, who
worked on lights with Randolph
McDonald in 1945 under the direction
f Napier Moore.
Roly Pincoe was one of the earliest
contributors, and his cool and efficient
stage-managing over the years has con-

tributed largely to the success of the

revue and to the peace of mind of the
actors.
In 1964 the club was lucky enough
to discover the unique skills of Jack
Yocom, in his dual roll as
composer/pianist. In those days he
played with well-known organist
Horace Lapp. In 1971 he was joined
by Wilf White, and the two of them
created the famous piano team of
Yocom & White. They played together for 21 years until Wilfs death last
year.

The club's own "Rogers and
Hammerstein" team was born in 1965
when Patterson Hume joined the
club, and he and Jack collaborated on
words and music. Happily, they still
provide the backbone of the show.
Apart from the annual "medley" and
the occasional borrowed song, all the
spring show material is original.This
requires an enormous amount of skill
and hard work on the part of the creators. Jack and Pat deserve our heartfelt thanks and congratulations.
After Jack and Pat have provided the
outline, writers are invited to contribute sketches and other material to
complete the revue. There has been a
small core of regular writers - and it
has always been difficult to find new
comedy and satire writers. Doug

Omand has contributed excellent
material for many years; his work has
been a delight to perform. The task of
collecting material, organizing performers, artists and musicians, and drawing
up rehearsal schedules and scripts is
the responsibility of the producer. This
arduous job has proved almost too
much for many in the past. This year's
brave man is Peter Hart
Cal Wilson and Brent Rowe joined
the revue in the mid-'60s when they
first performed their delightful song
and dance act (originated at Camp
Ahmek) - one of the highlights of the
show ever since. Cal writes the words
and Brent provides the "footwork." Of
the old cast, Norm McMurrich is still
a member, though he has not performed for some years. His contribution will always be remembered.
Originally, as everyone knows, this
was purely a man's club, and so
women's parts had to be done in drag.
In the early '60s, actor/director Robert
Christie was asked to direct the show.
He agreed - on condition that the club
import some "real, live, women." He
maintained that a little drag was a lot of
fun, but a lot was a bore! The club
agreed and Bob invited three actresses
he had worked with to join the cast.
This was not a wholly popular innova-

tion (I know, I was one of them), but

we women considered it an honour to
be invited, were treated like honoured
guests and, I trust, behaved accordingly. We played some pretty silly and
inconspicuous roles in the beginning,
but gradually we were accepted and
our parts improved. From then on,
other women were invited so that the
proportion of male to female became a
little more even. This system continued
until the club opened to women in
1986.
Naturally this historic event
changed the whole fabric of the show.
Women were no longer guests, but
equal partners.
Also, the old guard was getting
older, and a breeze of discontent blew
through the club, with suggestions that
"new blood" was needed. The result
was the famous Palace Revolution, with
the first cancellation of the show since
World War II. Let's hope that now the
takeover will be gradual, with the yearly addition of new creative talents who
bring their own stamp of originality to
the show without destroying all of the
old.
In the past, the aim has been to put
on a professional show with true "amateurs," that is, lovers of theatre. These
performers, mostly high-profile business and academic people, take part in
the Spring Revue as relaxation. (The
few professional actors in the club are
not usually available.) The Spring
Revue is not a showcase for ambitious
theatre performers. However, many
cast members could have made it in
the theatre had they so chosen.
Indeed, we have been particularly
lucky to exhibit the talents of professionals between other engagements,
and currently have at least three in the
production, including Peggy Mahon,
the choreographer. Our choral singing
has greatly improved too, under the

direction of our choral conductor, John
Cozens.
All of us connected with the show
have many happy, occasionally sad, but
mostly hilarious memories. One year,
in search of originality, we hired a professional stripper whom we will call
Ingrid. Ingrid was billed as an exotic
dancer. Her specialty was the "Water
Lily," in which she gradually shed her
petals! Interesting from front of house;
fascinating from backstage. I was given
the task of escorting Ingrid offstage,
with the help of a towel to protect her
from the lascivious stares of the largely
male cast. After driving Ingrid and her
mother (her official chaperone, but too
busy sewing pasties to do the job)
home a couple of times, I dropped the
towel! I discovered that Ingrid had just
"found" religion. Her apartment walls
were filled with photographs of nude
Ingrid alternating with holy pictures.
In past years, audiences were
encouraged to come dressed to represent the theme of the show. On one
occasion in the early '60s, they were
led down into the bowels of the club,
past the furnace, up the stairs to the
stage - where they found themselves
facing a glare of lights!
There have been so many highlights: the operatic voice and acting talent of Bill Shelden, who lit up the
stage until well into his 80s; the great
voices of Elmer Phillips and Eric
Ford; and the comedy magic of Sid
Johnson. Today we still have some
outstanding singers in the company
and are honoured to have the wellknown soprano Jean Edwards with us
once more.
For many years, wives of club members acted as waitresses. Who will ever
forget the friendly, charming smile of
Jack Yocom's wife, Helen, or the stunning legs of Brent Rowe's wife, Betty

Glen, in her "French maid" costume?
The sets and props of the show
have been designed and painted by
many artists. In fact, this theatrical
event has brought together most of the
artistic disciplines of the club.
One of the pleasures for me has
been working with helpful, cheerful
backstage crews, too numerous to
name. Dressed in their jeans and old
shirts, who would have guessed that
their disguises concealed many eminent citizens including, at one time,
Phillip Ambrose, Sheriff of Toronto,
who pulled the curtain. The tradition is
being carried on with the reassuring
presence of Mary Jane Large.
An annual highlight of the show was
Jay Manning's Thursday night champagne party. When Jay retired he generously splurged his first pension
cheque on champagne for the cast, and
continued this tradition until his death.
Thank you, Jay.
Let's hope that while continuing to
improve the professionalism of the
show, we do not entirely lose the pleasure, fun, and comradeship of the old
days. Any production is only as good as
its material, direction, and performers,
and so naturally the calibre has varied
from year to year. But the show is still
sold out before rehearsals have finished. It is the biggest money-maker of
the year, so we must be doing something right.
The directors and producers try
hard every year to please everyone in
the show, by distributing parts as fairly
as possible, while making the most of
the available talent. It is a gargantuan
task. But sometimes the parts just are
not there. So please, all you young writers, actors, composers and artists,
sharpen your pencils and wits - be
prepared to take over. The show must
continue to go on.
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President's Column
If you missed the annual meeting, you
missed a classic! Most of the items were
dull and predictable. (It's always a little
boring telling members about the past,
which they have already endured once.)
But the Parr/McBurney private members'
motion to discontinue the distinction
between professional members and "other
ranks" was tumultuous - everybody

wanted to get in on the act.
The degree to which this issue raised
emotional heat was evidenced by accusations that I, as chair, showed my bias. This
accusation came from both the affirmative
and negative sides of the house, a sure
indication of impartiality. Naturally I have
an opinion; in fact I have a strong one. (I
am even permitted to vote!) But that is as
a private member. As chair I shall endeavour to conduct a fair, balanced meeting,
difficult as that may be.
If you were there you will recall that
Ken Pratt saved the day by moving a
motion to table. This passed easily and the
challenge was given to the new executive
(see the list elsewhere in this Lampsletter)
to decide just how and when the tabled
motion should be reintroduced to the
membership. We discussed this at length
at our first executive meeting on May 31.
There were two schools
of thought: get the matter over quickly so that
it would not fester, or
call a meeting in late fall
/ v
to give all parties time to
consider the question
thoroughly. The latter
view prevailed and we
will call a special general meeting, probably in
October this year. I trust
we will have a good
turnout to examine the
merits and demerits of
fPRstD-ENT
COLUMN

this motion. See you
there.
Lyman
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Point of view: an artist speaks
At the opening of her recent exhibition at the club, artist Barbara Howard spoke
most eloquently about the subject of her paintings.
"This exhibition is about the oceans, islands, the light of the sun, the moon and
stars, and what happens when experiences of these elements, or events, are transmuted into two-dimensional parallel events which we call paintings.
"These are variations, in colour and design, on a few basic themes which are
intended to amplify in the mind of the viewer like music, and the spaces in music,
chamber music specifically.
"You may have noticed other images in this exhibition: those of the whale. ...These
paintings are based upon actual, close, often very uncomfortable encounters with
whales - in the eastern reaches of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Bay of Fundy, the
Pacific northwest coast of Canada, the Sea of Cortez at Baja California.
"In the paintings... are blue whales - the largest creatures, including dinosaurs,
ever to live on this planet.
"Although the average length of a blue whale is around 90 feet, they have been
known to reach 105 feet....
"The other paintings show humpbacks, the famous singers of the oceans...and
right whales, so named by early whalers when they found them to be approachable
and easy to kill.
"Whales are totally vulnerable air-breathing mammals whose survival is threatened
to the point of extinction by that other air-breathing mammal, the lethal human being.
"Commercial whaling activities are still carried on by some countries, and there is
tremendous agitation by the profit-motivated to end completely the partial moratorium
on whaling.
"Deep sea tuna fishing causes the death of thousands of dolphins every year. Drift
nets, hanging like invisible fences across the oceans, sometimes more than 25 miles in
length, annually kill hundreds of thousands of whales, dolphins, other marine mammals and seabirds, which get caught in the fine nylon mesh and drown. Increasing
chemical pollution of the oceans is perhaps the worst threat to the survival of whales
of all kinds.
"Whales need us and we need the whales. Life on this planet would be immeasurably diminished were they to vanish, as they so easily might. We are capable of a concern, determination and love, which could allow these magnificent creatures to survive, to live out their lives.
"To treasure and to protect an intelligence which may in its own oceanic way equal
or surpass our own, and which is embodied in such splendour and mystery as the
whale, would be a privilege and a replenishment of our spirits."
It seems that the battle to give these magnificent creatures a fighting chance against
factory ships and similar marauders is a never-ending one.

Laugh with Lyman
If you missed the annual meeting you'll enjoy hearing Lyman's story comparing
being president with the subject of an ad:
"Lost - bull terrier - has three legs, blind in left eye, missing right ear, broken
tail, recently castrated. Answers to name of Lucky."
He didn't say how he felt after the meeting but his President's column may hold a clue.

Archives
Jack Carr has donated a copy of The
Group of Seven and The Arts and Letters
Club, Jack's recent research essay for the
Ontario College of Art. Among other
intriguing questions, the well-documented
report explores whether, but for the club,
the Group would have formed at all. A
copy is on the magazine rack..
For recent donations of photographs,
thanks to Jean Edwards, Ann
Henderson, Barbara Mitchell, Carole
Vaughan, Hugh Walker and Ron
Vickers, who again produced excellent
portraits of Spring Revue participants.
Special thanks to Ric Simpson for the
videotape of this year's Revue.

Membership

New members
Lois Becker, member, is a part-time
consultant in managing nonprofit
organizations. She is interested in
literature, architecture, art, theatre, film,
music, dance. Proposer: Rod Austin.
Dean Becker, member, is a retired
businessman who is a keen cyclist. Dean
is also particularly interested in music.
Proposer: Margaret McBurney.
Mildred Tibbles, member. During a 30year teaching career Mildred taught in
three provinces and is interested in books
and art. Proposer: Les Tibbles.

Obituary
George Alexander Fee. May 16, 1993.
Dr. Fee was a life member of the club
and son-in-law of the late C.W. Jeffreys,
a past-president of the club whose
drawings are found in virtually all
Canadian history books. Dr. Fee's
grandson, Robert Stacey, is a nonresident
member.
Dr. Fee and his wife made a substantial
donation to the club last year.
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Official stuff from the annual meeting:
Executive 1993-4
President:
Vice-President:
Vice-President House:
Treasurer:
Secretary & Communications:
Counsel & Nominating:
Members (2nd year)
Theatre:
Music:
Members' Night:
Communications:
Art:
New members
Membership:
LAMPS week:
Minds on the Move:
Newsletter:
Pub nights:
Special functions:
Literary table:

Lyman Henderson
John McKellar
Mary Jane Large
Connie Briant
Ken Purvis (P)
Don Pounsett

Isaac Pfaff (P)
Jim Webster (P)
Jess Steven (P)
Margaret McBurney (P)
Les Tibbles (P)

Rod Austin
Stephen Quinlan (P)
Geoffrey Armstrong (P)
Freda Fyles (P)
Kathryn Minard (P)
Jeanie Hersenhoren
Beth Firstbrook (P)

Treasurer's Report
Since many members were unable to attend the annual general meeting, I would
like
to give you a brief review of our financial position at year end, March 31, 1993.
Copies of the audited statement may be obtained from Molly Smith in the club
office.
Figures for year end 1992 appear in brackets.
Revenue was up over the previous year. There were donations of $142,000
($109,000); fees of $222,000 ($229,000); interest income of $8,000 ($5,000); rent
of
facilities $22,000 ($16,000). The sale of donated assets realized $386,000
($0). Total
revenue was $781,000 versus $360,000 in 1992, largely due to donations
and sale of
assets.
There was a profit of $18,000 ($11,000) from catering and beverage sales
and a
profit of $11,000 ($22,000) from club activities (Spring Show, Fun Fair and
so on).
Expenses were: property $182,000, including $56,000 for depreciation
($194,000);
administration $115,000 ($117,000); interest on debentures $26,000
($55,000);
committees $3,000 ($3,000). Expenses were well-controlled, totalling $326,000
as
compared with $369,000 the previous year. The major difference was in debenture
interest.
This left us with a surplus of $483,000 which was used to decrease the mortgage
($173,000) and the debentures ($314,000). Our equity in the club has increased to
$1,202,000 from $718,000 as a result of this reduction of debt.
In the coming year the Finance Committee believe that our revenue from
operations and fees will be sufficient to cover costs, including interest
on the debt,
allow a small amount for maintenance. However, as you all know, old buildings and
need
considerable maintenance so we are not out of the woods yet!
Connie Briant, Treasurer

Painting
Have you noticed who's who at the club? Have you ever
asked, or been asked, which artist drew which president's
portrait in which year? Or who designed and produced which
executive list?
You can now find out the who and when. There are two
framed lists displayed in the lounge as you enter the elevator
and they provide the answers to settle any disputes.
Thanks to curator John Snell, who did the research, and to
Ray Cattell who designed and produced the lists at the request
of the Art Committee.

Weather pays no attention to forecasters! May 15th was supposed to be a day of rain and indeed it was, in Toronto. But at
Donna and George Montague's home near Palgrave it was
sunny and warm. Thirty-five members and guests painted and
sketched in the morning and then enjoyed a pot-luck luncheon at
the Montagues' imaginatively restored log farm house. Not all
members sketched; Jack Carr says it was gratifying to see nonpainting members there as well.
Jane Champagne is curating an exhibition at the Bruce County
Museum Art Gallery in Southampton, on the shores of Lake
Huron, June 27 to July 25. Titled "New Perspectives," the show
includes works by Jane Champagne, Bev Hagan and two other
women artists. Club members are cordially invited to the opening on Sunday, June 27 at 3 p.m.
The winner of the Cumine Award, named after the late Robin
Cumine, was recently entertained at lunch at the club, together

with Mrs. Robin (Doreen) Cumine and three runners-up for the
award. Winner of the $1,000 scholarship this year, chosen by
three club members, is Laurie Campbell, an OCA student in
Communications and Design.
Robin Cumine was a prominent member of the club's art section; it was he who started the outdoor sketching, which has
become such a popular part of club activities.
Lucky Alice Hoskins has gone to Antigonish, N.S. for the summer. While there she will be exhibiting the sketches she did in
Japan last year, "One Woman's Pilgrimage in Japan," at Saint
Francis Xavier University Art Gallery, July 13 to August 8.
Alice will be giving workshops at the same time at the university's Continuing Education Department.
An enthusiastic group of friends greeted Bev Hagan and
Audrey Matheson at their preview on Sunday May 30 and the
exhibition opening on club night, May 31.
Bev's large, vigorous watercolours feature outdoor domestic
subjects as well as a large group of striking works from canoe
country.
Audrey's work is full of whimsy, fantasy, and delightful
detail and has overtones of art nouveau. Overheard at the opening: "a story could be written around each picture."
The show is on view until Friday, June 25.
There's always lots of news from our indefatigable painters.
Take Claudia Jean McCabe who moved to Unionville recently
and in the fall will open an art school there catering to seven-to12-year-olds. She will be at her easel during the Unionville
festival on June 5.

Literature
THE

PRINCESS OF WALES
THEATRE

Architecture
The end of May saw the star-spangled
opening of Anne and Ed Mirvish's
Princess of Wales theatre, the first privately financed theatre built in Toronto
since the Royal Alex in 1907, also owned
by the Mirvishes. The architects, interior
designers and the artist (of "the largest
mural project of modem times") got it all
together and completed it within 21
months, an incredible feat to those of us
who have suffered through household
renovations!
The Mirvishes have given a wonderful impetus to theatre (and construction)
in Canada and, luckily for us, enhanced
the King streetscape with an elegant and
exciting new building. We hear the show
is pretty spectacular too.

Is this a first for Canada : a thriller
written by a retired university president?
Jack Macdonald, nonresident member
and former UBC president, is the author
of the mystery novel, Messagefrom
Laura. The setting is a U.S. attack on
Libya and the resultant terrorism devised
by a genetic engineer.
The book has been nominated for the
Arthur Ellis Mystery Writers' Award.
Copies are available at the club.

Stage
Led by Peter R. Hart, who could be
called a Renaissance man, to use modern
idiom, a group of members got together
recently to discuss the Spring Revue and
make plans for next year. Plans are afoot
to increase participation in the writing,
acting, backstage and other activities the
show involves. Planning meetings will
begin in mid-July so all aspiring writers,
thespians and spear carriers are duly
warned to be ready.

Music
The large group of members attending
the world premiere of the oratorio
Jezebel were treated to a pure delight of
choral music. Part of Niki
Goldschmidt's International Choral
Festival, Joy of Singing, the evening
began with a reception in the lounge at
Royal Thomson Hall where delicious
refreshments had been arranged by
Jeanie Hersenhoren. To those who
weren't there: you missed a gustatory
and musical treat!
Ezra Schabas is one of a stellar cast of
musical experts taking part in a weekend
symposium at the Festival of the Sound,
in Parry Sound on July 17 and 18. Called
The MacMillan Era, the symposium is in
celebration of the centenary of the birth
of Sir Ernest MacMillan.

3

Club Notes
There was good news too at the annual
meeting on May 26: improved financial
status, good attendance at club events,
lots of activity in the various committees.
Minutes of the annual meeting and of
executive committee meetings are posted
on the ground floor notice board.

Just Do It!
Approved at the recent annual meeting: a
recommendation of the Strategic
Planning committee that new members
be invited to join a committee.
Mary Jane Large, vice-president
(House) cordially invites new members
to call one of the following chairs or to
leave a note in the appropriate box,
located on the shelves outside the
kitchen door:
House: Mary Jane Large - 481-0144
Activities: Lyman Henderson - 851-1429
Membership: Rod Austin -961-6840
Theatre: Isaac Pfaff - 445-4309
Music: Jim Webster - 445-4784
Art: Les Tibbles - 444-5891
Lampsletter: Freda Fyles - 481-2449
Communications: Margaret McBurney
- 961-6840
Getting involved is a great way to
meet other members and learn about the

Kay Kritzwiser is a gentle, discerning woman with a lifetime of newswriting and travel behind her. For more than
30 years she was with the Globe and
Mail, most of that time as art critic.
Finding at last that she had time to join
clubs, she was pleased and flattered in
1986 when former president John
Morrow asked to put up her name. She
was already a member of the Heliconian
Club, "but they're all women and I like
men in my life."
She was born Kathleen Mullan in
Regina and it was there that she met and
married Harold Kritzwiser, a fellow
employee of the Regina Leader-Post

where she wrote a thrice-weekly column
"and the other days I wrote editorials."
Harold died in 1943, when their son was
just six years old, and Kay has been on
her own ever since.
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club and its activities. And we need
volunteers - please call soon.
Members were delighted to see pastpresident Robert Christie in the club
recently. Bob was happy to be back after
a long absence and to greet old friends,
in particular Norman McMurrich and
Roly Pincoe. Bob was accompanied by
his son Matthew.
Bev Hagan is having a busy and rewarding summer (is that the right word for
this weather?).
In addition to her joint exhibition at the
club this month and her participation in
the Southampton show, Bev has donated
her large watercolour, Magnetawan
River Rapids, to Princess Margaret
Hospital, of which she is a former
patient. The hospital is delighted by the
gift and, undoubtedly, so are the patients
and staff who will have the pleasure of
looking at it.

Other editors get letters
Several ever-vigilant members have
recently taken the Globe and Mail to
task, or otherwise, as follows:
Ezra Schabas, on the controversy over
Show Boat.
Arthur Gelber, on Pulitzer Prize winner
David McCullough being honoured in
Canada half a year before the U.S. got
around to it. In 1992 he was awarded the

For about 10 years after joining the
Globe in 1956 she was on the staff of the
paper's magazine, then, when Pearl
McCarthy died in the mid-sixties, she
took over as art critic and in that capacity
travelled to many countries. One trip she
remembers fondly was a safari to Kenya
where she saw many wild animals and
spent six hours on an elephant.
Kay also went to Ecuador, Peru,
Russia and the old Yugoslavia. Her
"biggest trip" was to China in 1979
"when there were still places where
white people had never been seen."
She enjoys the club - "I consider it
my club" - especially the Literary
Table where she has filled in as chair and
which is a natural adjunct to an addiction
to book-buying. Lately she has turned
from modern to classic writers such as
Johnson, Coleridge, George Eliot and

$50,000 (Canadian funds, we assume)
Lionel Gelber prize.
Ilene Parker, on the AGO's unfortunate
espousal of Mickey Mouse in its
membership newsletter.

Laurel wreaths and other honours
Never underestimate the power of a
woman. Our warmest congratulations to:
Gail Robinson, a YWCA Woman of
Distinction award for her work in the
field of women's mental health. And she
sings and dances too.
Katie Hermant, appointed vicechairwoman of the board of trustees of
the National Gallery of Canada.
Laure Riese, recent recipient, in
Edmonton, of the Medal of Merit at the
Chapter General of the Order of St.
Lazarus of Jerusalem. Earlier this year
Laure received from the Governor
General the medal celebrating Canada's
125th anniversary.
Both honours were in recognition of her
contribution in the field of French.

Members on the move
James Mainprize did not resign, as
reported earlier, but became a nonresident member. He and his wife,
Virginia, moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Jane Austen. "I'm rereading their books
and discovering what a wonderful heritage they represent. I belong to a group
that meets once a month to talk about
Samuel Johnson."
Kay says she hasn't any degrees,
hasn't written any books, but two events
of recent months gave her great satisfaction: she was elected a Fellow of the
Ontario College of Art (though not an
artist) and she was presented with the
Government of Canada 125th anniversary medal for "having made a significant contribution to Canada." The covering letter from Senator Richard Doyle,
once her publisher, recognized her Irish
roots. He wrote: "You are one of the few
people these days who give the Irish a
good name."
Fergus Cronin

Masthead competition winner
As mentioned elsewhere, the winner of the
masthead design competition is Ray
Cattell, and his design graces this edition
of Lampsletter.
We received three entries, all of high
quality, and choosing a winner was a
difficult task. Our thanks to those who
took the trouble to send in their designs.
As his prize, Ray will receive a
delicious free lunch for two in the Great
Hall and a bottle of wine.

Miscellany
Bookplates: the current exhibition in the
display case is a sampling of our archival
collection of bookplates designed by or
for club members. Archivist Raymond
Peringer hopes they will encourage
members to either design their own
bookplate or have someone do it for them.
If you own a plate that is not included
in the club's collection, Archives would
like a copy.

Checked your pockets lately?
Three pairs of glasses, three empty glasses
cases, one pair of sunglasses, set of car
keys, gift-wrapped video (subject
unknown), hair band, one brass earring,
Glenn Gould-A Life and Variations,
five pairs of gloves and a single blue
glove, three scarves, a beige jacket left at
Lyman's barbecue last September (!) and
a partridge in a pear tree.
A garage sale? Wrong. Contents of a
teenager's closet? Wrong again.
Contents of the lost and found box in
Molly's office? Right on, and Molly
would like to get these valuables back to
their rightful, forgetful owners.
No storage fees will be charged.

A few words from the editor
ft is with some trepidation that I begin my stint as editor of Lampsletter. I hope the

classic lines of the new masthead will temporarily blind readers to
any errors I may
have committed this month.
My first task must be to compliment my predecessor, Margaret McBurney,
for
her two-year stewardship as editor. Margaret worked energetically
to redefine
Lampsletter and to clarify its message. Her final effort was the competition for the
redesign of Andrew Sookrah's original masthead which has served
us well.
Congratulations to Ray Cattell for his classic yet very '90s design! An invaluable
adviser in developing the new-look Lampsletter has been Stephen
Quinlan whose
expertise in design matters is always in great demand at the club.
Many thanks, too, to Pat Harvie who created the new format for Lampsletter
very slick, we think. Pat is staying on as a member of the newsletter team
and will
assume responsibility for the items that formerly appeared in Playbill
and will now be
seen on the last two pages. Pat has a fax machine and contributions
can be sent
directly to her at 322-0552.
I look forward to working with the rest of our editorial team
- Jane Champagne,
our incomparable copy editor, and the voice of experience outgoing editor and new
chair of the Communications committee, Margaret
McBurney.
Undoubtedly you'll see some small changes in Lampsletter along
the way. While
jealously guarding the traditions and history of the club, we have a mandate
to create
excitement about what goes on inside and what members are
doing outside the club.
Generating enthusiasm and promoting the club to potential members
is where we're
at. Pace language purists!
We will, as always, need lots of help from club members, and
hope to receive contributions to Lampsletter from near and far. As a fairly new member
of the club, I will
be counting on your assistance. Please write or fax the club with
your news or drop it
off in the Lampsletter box beside the entrance to the kitchen.
And you don't have to
wait until the deadline; material received ahead of time makes
life much easier for us.
Freda Fyles

Limerickmania
Can one person create a mania? Our quintessential Irishman,
Monty Larkin, is not to
be discouraged by an editorial confession of being "lukewarm
to limericks." Hence
the following, his comment on the club's object to " promote intercourse among
those engaged in - the arts of literature, architecture, music,
painting, sculpture and
stage... ," as well as a recent annual meeting contretemps:
The P or Not the P...?
Constitutions should be more simplistic
And the members act less cabalistic
Let's enjoy our resource
Practise more intercourse
And remember to keep it artistic
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OUTDOOR SKETCHING GROUP

,

CRAWFORD LAKE - JULY 24th
Paint or sketch - or just take it easy and enjoy the day
at Crawford Lake near Burlington. Lunch at Gery and
Art Puley's. Bring food, bring wine, bring guests. And,
please, bring lawn chairs. Maps at the Club.
Entrance Fee: $2.50.
For more information call
Jack Carr, 444-6517.
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A SPECIAL PLEASURE...
THE ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB GOES TO THE RCYC
This pleasant midsummer get-together occurs again this year, when members and guests are invited to make the
scenic trip by private motor launch across Toronto Harbour to the beautiful and historic, not to mention elegant,
premises of the ROYAL CANADIAN YACHT CLUB.
There, you'll be able to relax, frosty glass in hand, on the club's spacious and shady verandah, observe the beauties
of Toronto's skyline, admire the bay dotted with scudding sailboats ... and then enjoy a fine dinner amid the
splendours of the Yacht Club Ballroom.
DATE:

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17

TRANSPORTATION:

RCYC launch leaves the wharf at 263 Queen's Quay West
(foot of Parliament Street). No launch pass is needed.
Nearby parking is available.

TIME:

Launch leaves at 5:45 and 6:15 p.m.
Cocktails are served on your arrival. Dinner is at 7:15 p.m.

DRESS REGULATIONS:
LADIES:
GENTLEMEN:

Dress or pant-suit with jacket.
Jacket and tie.

COST:

$48 per person, including launch, taxes and gratuities.

PLEASE NOTE: The Arts and Letters Club closes for August vacation, so please reserve with the Club by phone or
mail before July 26 if possible. After that date reservations can be accepted only by phone to 922-8090.
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IN THE ARTS
ART COMMITTEE
MEMBERS' EXHIBITION
A special exhibition of works both by incumbent and
incoming members of the CLUB ART COMMITTEE,
which will run through until Club closing at the end of
July.
Opening Night MONDAY, JUNE 28
Which happens nicely to coincide with Club Night, so
come down and enjoy two pleasures in one!

{NOTE TO EXHIBITORS: Eligible artists are invited to
submit up to two works. Hanging of the exhibit takes
place on Saturday, June 26.}

CANADIAN SOCIETY OF
DECORATIVE ARTS:
CSDA SYMPOSIUM '93
SATURDAY, JULY 3, 1993
at the AGO - Jackman Hall
Special Price for Members of the Arts and

Letters Club: $50 (Saturday only)
Members of the ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB are invited
to join CSDA in celebration of the Bicentennial of the
Founding of York in 1793, in the enjoyment of an
exciting, all-day program focusing on the Arts and Crafts
Movement in Canada.
This Symposium includes fret admission to the AGO,
lunch in the delightful Gallery Restaurant, and a tour of
the special exhibition, The Earthly Paradise:Arts and
Crafts by William Morris and His Circle from Canadian
Collections.

Speakers include: Dr. Thomas Howarth, architect and
author; Gloria Lesser, interior designer, author and
curator; Joan Mattie, architectural historian; Paul
Russell, writer and artist; and Betty Stein,
designer/museologist.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
9:30 a.m.

11th Annual General
Meeting, Jackman Hall

10:30 a.m.

Tour of Exhibition

12:15 p.m.

Lunch in Gallery Restaurant

2:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Presentation of Papers.
To register for this most interesting day, please call
Heather Ardies, (416) 588-6912.
For programme information and/or CSDA membership
call Olga M. Williams, (416) 260-8388.
Playbill Editor: Pat Harvie

YOUR TICKET RESERVATION FORM IS
ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS SPACE.
Convenient new way to send in this form:
Just fax it to the club at 597-9544.
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July
Art Committee
Members' Exhibit
opening night
Club Night

4

5

Club Closed

Painting Group

Joint Dinner, Arts
& Letters

Club/CSDA
Deadline for next
newsletter
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Symposium,
AGO
Great Hall rented
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20
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Club Night
Art Committee
Meeting

11

12
Club Night
Executive
Committee
Meeting

18

19

Outdoor
Sketching Group

Crawford Lake

25

26
Executive
Committee Meeting
Don't forget to
reserve for RCYC
Dinner, Tuesday,
August 17th!

27

28

29

30

31
Club closed until
day after Labour
Day

TO: TICKET OFFICE, The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto M5G 1G7.
(To order by fax, simply fax this form to the club at 597-9544).
YES, please reserve

places for me for the RCYC Dinner at $48 per person.

[

] My cheque for full payment is enclosed.

[

] Please charge my credit card: [

Card Number

]VISA

[

]MASTERCARD

Expiry Date

NAME (PLEASE PRINT):
PHONE NUMBER:
------------------------------

mmm

--------------------------------
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14 Elm Street, Toronto,

Ontario, M5G 1G7
(416) 597-0223

\
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Fax 597-9544
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President's Column
Have you been puzzled about the long
lineup of members to be found recently in
front of the club bulletin board? They're
just waiting their turn to read the latest
Committee minutes. Yes, this mysterious
committee, made all the more mysterious
by the club's constitution, not to mention
Healy Willan's immortalization in Artsand-Lettorianchant, has at last gone public!
One of the recommendations of your
Strategic Planning Committee, chaired by
Mary Jane Large, was that the process of
"governing" be more open to the club
membership. For those of us who have
been on the Executive for some years, the
suggestion was somewhat underwhelming.
It had never occurred to us that the record
of a couple of hours of routine and often
boring discussion could be raised to the
level of literature, regardless of the talents
of the secretary. But with Ken Purvis occupying this post we are going to give it a try.
Now the purpose of this exercise is not
only to inform the membership but to
encourage members to take a more active
role in the operations of the club. We'll
welcome your suggestions, criticisms,
angry outcries, sarcastic remarks and even,
should you be so moved, praise. After all,
the executive is not the seat of power: that
rests with the membership. Posting of
Executive minutes is
simply a means to ensure
that that power is active.
Should this experiment
prove successful, we
might even consider
open meetings. I understand that many universities now operate that
way. Maybe we could
charge admission!
Have a happy summer. Keep out of the
ozone hole. See you
bright and early in
! September.
fr|r)
PRf.rp
Lyman

The newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto

Eavesdropping
Overheard at some recent meetings:
From the Executive: plans are afoot for an exciting LAMPSweek February 21-25,
1994. All disciplines will be involved.
Geoff Armstrong has arranged with Ed Mirvish for club members to have lunch
(with wine, and at a special price) and a tour of Ed's museum and the new Princess of
Wales theatre. The date will be in October or November-we'll keep you posted.
Approved: a motion that "Without altering traditional Christmas activities of the
club, we recommend that, during the rest of the year, any graces and prayers be
without reference to any specific religion."

From Communications committee: Gordon Fulton is chair of a promotion
subcommittee to coordinate the promotion of club activities. Chairs of standing
committees have been asked to forward requests for activities promotion to Gordon,
as well as to Lampsletter.
Alan Carrie, with the assistance of 12 members, will continue with the telephone
"tree" which calls resident members to promote club events, when necessary.

Judy Harvie is to supervise the use of notice boards and to ensure that notices are
dated and removed when appropriate. The main floor "Club Board" will be used for
the posting of Executive and standing committee minutes.
The committee has proposed that classified advertisements of a specified size be
allowed on the "Members" board on the lower level. Members must contact Judy
before posting any promotional material.

Membership
Who's new
Marion Porter, member, has long been involved in painting and photography. She
was also a choir member for several years. Proposer: John W. Scott.
Jack Warwick, professional, is a recently retired professor of French literature at
York. He is the author of a book and has contributed academic articles to books and
journals in Canada, France and U.S. He includes travel writing and painting among
his interests. Proposer: Harry Girling.
Naomi Priddle, junior member, is national steward for ACTRA Media Guild. Widow
of longtime member David Priddle, she has been involved in the stage, in various
capacities, for several years and has taught stage combat. Naomi is particularly
pleased that the Priddle name will continue in the club and so are we. Proposer: Jan
Davis.
Karina Rammell, junior member, has been involved in theatre since she was seven!
Interested in painting and drawing as well as everything to do with the stage.
Proposer: John Rammell.
Resignations
The following have resigned: James Campbell, Spencer Higgins, John Roberts,
Graham Hall. Douglas Breithaunt and Alan Walker.

Seen at the annual meeting, 1993
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Pages from John Joy's sketchbook

Sir Ernest MacMillan's 100th anniversary will be celebrated
at the club this September with a special gathering of
MacMillan scholarship recipients. His life and work will also
be celebrated by the release of a compact disc recording of
great performances of his own music, sponsored by the
Canadian Music Centre. Also expected this fall is Ezra
Schabas's biography of Sir Ernest.

Music
Jeanie Hersenhoren has passed on a personal note she has
received from Robertson Davies. Jeanie was responsible for
the club's very successful participation in the premiere of
"Jezebel," the oratorio with words by Robertson Davies and
music by Derek Holman. The note reads, in part:
"... it (Jezebel) was interesting to do and Derek and I were very
pleased with the performance. It seems to have been well
received and I think that there is some hope that it may be
published, which could lead to performances by other choirs."
Rod Carruthers, headliner at our guest night on September 30
and again on October 2, has had a busy time of late, harping
and singing at the Durham Storyfest 93 in Oshawa, with the
Folk Harp Ensemble at the Earth Festival in High Park in June
and at the opening of the William Morris exhibition at AGO.
Rod will continue performing this summer with Welsh stories,

harp music and song.

Painting
The eclectic collection of works now on
the walls was produced by the immediate
and incumbent members of the Art
Committee. They remain on view until
club closing, July 30. The opening on
June 28 was enjoyed by an enthusiastic
group of artists, supporters and club
regulars.
Chris Adeney tells us that other
confirmed events include a juried show
of members' small works, opening
Tuesday October 12, and a juried
collection of photographs by members
opening November 1.
John Joy (see his sketches elsewhere in
this newsletter) and Jean Smith
(Nasmith) have had pictures accepted
for the Toronto Historical Board show at
the Marine Museum. The subject is
Toronto harbour.
Barbara Mitchell sends news of art
consultant David Mitchell who recently
received an Award of Merit from
Hamilton police for helping solve the
theft of $40,000 worth of paintings.

Have you heard Ruby Mercer's programme on CFMX-FM?
She discusses opera and we have it on very good authority that
Ruby is excellent. But we knew that anyway.

Literature
Author! Author!

Exhibits of "Books by Members" are being planned for the
display case on the lower level of the club. The exhibits will be
by category, such as music, mystery, biography.
If you are a published author, you can help make these
exhibits a success by leaving your name and the titles, dates of
publication and categories of your books, in an envelope in the
Communications box outside the kitchen door. Address to:
"Books by Members, c/o Bets Reynolds."
During July, Literary Table regulars have been meeting
informally on their regular Tuesdays. They gather in the
LAMPSroom at noon.

Together with Robert Kearns, David
held a North American preview of
paintings by Dublin artist Martin
Mooney. The reception to the show was
so favourable that they are planning a
major exhibition of Mooney's work in
Toronto later this year.
Our painting enthusiasts weren't so
lucky on their June outdoor sketching
foray. But, as Jack Carr says, poor
weather does not deter dedicated painters
and sketchers, who can always find
innovative ways to deal with the
problem. Besides, the Humes had said
come rain or shine.
There were 49 participants and a
number of sketches and paintings
resulted; some of them rainspattered but
that produced some unusual but
appropriate effects, said Jack.
Beginning in September, Loi Hathaway
will be teaching drawing and
watercolour at the University of Toronto
School of Continuing Studies, and also at
the George R. Gardiner Museum of
Ceramic Art, Toronto, where she has just
finished 45 watercolours of the exquisite
porcelains in the collection.

Stage
Peter Hart reports that plans for the
1994 Spring Revue are really getting off
the ground. A name has been selected "The First City Revue"-and, at a
meeting of writers and others in June,
agreement was reached to establish a sixminute time limit for all items. So far
there is no particular theme but those
present felt that songs, dances and music
should be blended with sketches to
create a "trenchant, fighting, satirical and
outrageous" show lasting no more than
two hours! Wow.
There's an important meeting on
Monday September 27 at 7:30 p.m. at the
club. See "What's On" (page 7) for
details, and let yourselves go!
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Club Notes
Heroines and heroes
department
Mary Jane Large for a great barbecue
in June and Monty Larkin and Jeanie
Hersenhoren who lugged around
barbecues and assorted paraphernalia.
And speaking of Monty, did you know
that he provides the club with a yearly
supply of firewood which he (again) lugs
in from his farm?
And speaking of Mary Jane, have you
tried out the very comfortable chairs that
she donated to the library?
What greater honour than to be a hero to
your peers? Paul Lamek is-his fellow
lawyers elected him Treasurer of the
Law Society of Upper Canada. He's no
slouch in the acting/singing department
either--we missed him a lot at this
year's Spring Revue.
Then there's Ray Cattell-a favourite of
Lampsletter since he designed our
elegant new masthead. Ray donated
track lighting for the third floor.
More shocked and appalled
Last month, as usual, members of the
club set straight the editor of a certain
newspaper. However, the real drama is
going on in the Challenge section.
Longtime satirist and all-round humorist
Jim Parris being challenged for his
crown as our most frequent contributor
by none other than Ken Purvis, whose
other hat is as club Secretary. We think
Ken has been hiding his light under a
bushel. Anyway, we're watching this
battle of the punsters with interest.

Chairs as art
The Women's Art Association annual
garden party featured something
completely different-a "chairity." The
Association offered its old wooden
chairs to artists to decorate or transform
as they wished, then held a silent
auction. Sixty artists participated
including club members Betsy Bray,
Zora Buchanan, Jane Champagne,
Jean Edwards, Gord Fulton, Lois
Hathaway, Bill Sherman and Violet
Thresher.
4

The results were very original and
creative, amusing and thoughtful.
Proceeds from the auction went to the
Ontario College of Art, National Ballet
School, Royal Conservatory of Music
and the Faculty of Music, University of
Toronto.
Wonder how they'll top that!

Another correction from Tom-Eva
Swenson did not resign, she took a leave
of absence. Sorry about that, Eva; we'll
look forward to welcoming you back.

Something else completely
different

Club crests-perfect for a blazer of
either sex-are going to be available for
$50.00. If you haven't already done so,
please sign up on the list on the main
notice board. That's the one with the
crowd around it.

Violet Thresher, not content with
decorating chairs, is going to be
performing the Carmen Miranda lip
synch number at Royal Thomson Hall on
August 17 for the Seniors' Jubilee
Extravaganza. Now that's what you call
versatility.
Lucky members on the move
Eastern Europe and Russia are the
destination in July of Mary Jane Large,
our energetic Vice-President (House).
Mary Jane has been invited to join a
delegation of public health professionals
on a tour of Budapest, Prague, Moscow
and St. Petersburg. The subject is the
care and service needs of the elderly and
the group will visit major medical
centres and universities. Meeting the
caregivers and those receiving care will
provide a wonderful opportunity to talk
to people who rarely mix with
foreigners, says Mary Jane.
She will also have enough free time to
visit the galleries, the theatre and
concerts in each city.

We goofed!
Thank you to club librarian David
Skene-Melvin for setting us straight on
the Arthur Ellis Mystery Writers'
Award. Jack Macdonald's Message
from Laura was submitted for
consideration for an award in the Best
First Novel category, not nominated for
the award.
Another submission is Eleanor
McNaught's Blame it on Wilmot,

illustrated by her daughter, Lesley
Sirluck.
And there's more...
Tom Hull reminds us that he, too,
provided photographs for Archives from
the Spring Revue, as he has done for
some years.

Miscellany

Ampersands 'r' not us
Our esteemed Archivist, Ray Peringer,
is not a man for ampersands where they
don't belong. Like in the masthead of
this newsletter. It's all right to use "Arts
& Letters" in less formal settings, he
says, but it is fitting that the proper title
be used in the masthead.
While researching the issue, the editor
was told by longtime member
Wentworth Walker that the proper
name is "The Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto."
Next step: get our counsel, Don
Pounsett, to check the club charter and
there, sure enough, was the final word.
So our masthead is now strictly
according to Hoyle and Ray Peringer is a
happy man.

Summer watering holes
For those of you looking for a place to
eat and/or drink this August while the
club is closed, the following
arrangements have been made:
1. Royal Canadian Military Institute, 426
University Avenue.
2. The University Club of Toronto, 380
University Avenue (dress code enforced,
reservations required for dinner).
Both of the above require that you sign
for drinks, meals etc. A statement is sent
to our club in September at which time
members will settle up with Molly.
3. Toronto Press Club, Old Ed's
Restaurant, 276 King Street West (main
floor). This is a pay-as-you-go operation.
Editor: Freda Fyles

ARTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL ART COMPETITION--1993
$25,000 in Awards + New York Gallery Exhibition
All Artists are invited to take advantage of this exciting opportunity to exhibit in New York City in
December, not to mention to compete for Prizes worth $25,000.
Judged categories include Painting, Drawing, Pastels, Sculpture, Printmaking, Illustration, Icons,
Watercolour, Mixed Media, Cartoon Art, Computer Art, Miniature Art, Photography, Holography,
Stone/Marble, Wood, Metal, Clay and Glass work, Fiber/Textiles, Paper, Furniture, Jewellery.

ENTRY DEADLINE: OCTOBER 11, 1993
FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO REQUEST ENTRY FORMS, CONTACT
ARTFOLIO: Dept. of Art,
500 Summer Street, Suite 206,
Stamford, CT 06901, U.S.A.
TELEPHONE

1-800-359-9531 or Aryana Nolan, (203) 359-4422.
Fax (203) 975-0266

A NOTE TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS:
Your Editors eagerly await your contributions. This is just a reminder that all material to be included in
the September issue must be received in the club office NO LATER THAN 1 p.m. on September 10.
Thanks!

^----.----------------------------------^

YOUR TICKET RESERVATION FORM IS
ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS SPACE.

Convenient new way to send in this form:
Just Fax it to the Club at 597-9544.
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A REMINDER

THE ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB GOES TO THE RCYC
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
Members and guests are reminded that we are invited to enjoy dinner at the ROYAL
CANADIAN YACHT CLUB on that date.
If you haven't booked, please reserve with the club by phone before July 26.
After that date reservations can be accepted only by phone to 922-8090.
TRANSPORTATION/TIMING:

RCYC launch leaves the wharf at 263 Queen's Quay West
(foot of Parliament St.) at 5:45 and 6:15 p.m.

Cocktails are served on your arrival. Dinner is at 7:15 p.m.

|--

DRESS REGULATIONS:
LADIES:
GENTLEMEN:

Dress or pant-suit with jacket.
Jacket and tie.

COST:

$48 per person, including launch, taxes and gratuities.

------------------------------

------------------ ----------

TO: TICKET OFFICE, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto M5G 1G7.
(To order by fax, simply fax this form to the club at 597-9544).
places for me for the RCYC Dinner at $48 per person.
YES, please reserve
[ ] My cheque for full payment is enclosed.
[ ]MASTERCARD
[ ] Please charge my credit card: [ ]VISA
Card Number
NAME (PLEASE PRINT):
PHONE NUMBER:
6

Expiry Date

!

OUTDOOR SKETCHING GROUPS

"A Little Bit of Fluff"

AUGUST 21st and SEPTEMBER 18th
Here we go again--twice.
August 21st: We'll meet at Lucie and Peter Giles' place
near Port Hope for another lovely day.
September 18th: We will be guests of Jim Morris, in
Newtonville.
Plan to come to either or both. Maps and info available
at the club Bar.

The first full-length theatrical performance by the
club for many years!
This is vintage British farce, delightfully updated for
modern audiences, performed by a talented all-club cast
and directed by Isaac Pfaff. Don 't miss it.
2 performances only: Wednesday, Sept. 22
Thursday, Sept. 23.
Coffee and dessert at 7:15 p.m., performance at 8:00.
Cost of $15 includes refreshments.

For detailed Information please call
JACK CARR-444-6517.
GERRY SEVIER ART EXHIBITION
September 7-24
We open our 1993/94 season with this special one-man
show of the works of our distinguished fellow member,
who is a Past President of the Ontario Society of Artists
and a teacher at the Ontario College of Art. Meet the
artist at the Opening on Sept. 7, and enjoy the show
during most of the month of September.
OPENING DATE:
September 7, 5-9 p.m.
Other confirmed events include a juried show of
member's small works opening Tuesday, October 12th.
Watch for details.

Musical Programme at Lunchtime
Thursday, September 16.
Full details on Notice Board soon.

Mark your September calendar now to make sure you are
amongst us on Tuesdays for these events:
September 7:
Round Table Discussion
(Summer reading)
September 14:
Vincent Tovell:
Biography as an Art form
September 21:
Douglas LePan
New long narrative poem
September 28:
Claude Bissell:
"Excerpts from a Journal"
We're also hoping to have Winnipeg author Carol Shields
speak to (and with) us when she is Toronto sometime in
September. Check the Notice Board for details.

SPRING REVUE 1994:
WE'VE GOT A TITLE--NOW WE NEED A SHOW!
Please bring your ideas, sketches, skits, songs, dances
etc ... and help us build the show that goes with the title,
'THE FIRST CITY REVUE."
7:30 p.m. on Monday, September 27 at the club.

ROD CARRUTHERS
and SHARLENE WALLACE
In an

Evening of Welsh Stories, Harp and Song.
Come and hear legends, lyrics and lore from the land of
song (and leam more about the Welsh heritage of past
president Ivor Lewis.) Two dates to choose from:
Thursday, September 30:Dinner programme.
Time:
6:00 for 6:45 p.m.
Cost:
$23 includes dinner.
Saturday, October 2:
Dessert programme.
Time:
7:30 for 8:00 p.m.
Cost:
$10 includes dessert and coffee.

CLUB NIGHT MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
CELEBRATE Toronto's multi-cultural diversity with a
wonderful evening of food, music and entertainment,
highlighting what's special about one of our cultural
communities.

...and don't forget the club's traditional
Summer Closing Lunch-Friday July 30th.
Bring your party routines and put yourself in a mood good
enough to last until the club re-opens again in September!
"What's On" Editor: Pat Harvle
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The

President's Column
The Summer Siesta is over. Welcome back to
your club.
Yes, welcome. I had a disturbing letter of resignation, just before the summer break, in which
the complainant said: "My short membership in
the club has been a profound disappointment to
me." I was unable to ascertain the cause of the
disappointment, but it seems obvious that at
least this person did not feel welcome.
Most of us have such enjoyment at our club.
The bar bristles with bonhomie; the round table
rocks with revelry; tight little knots of members
are conversing, gesticulating, laughing, embracing. Yet over there in the corner is a new member, reading a magazine, or maybe just a guest
waiting for her host-all alone. Do they feel
welcome in this friendly club? You bet your life
they don't. They feel like strangers in a strange
country. If our building housed the illustrious
United Oxford and Cambridge University Club
of London, then you would expect that every
member would speak only to those with whom
he or she was acquainted. But this is not
England and we are not bound by English standoffishness. This is The Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto where every member is a host. That
means we all have a responsibility to ensure that
everyone else is enjoying the camaraderie for
which the club is so famous.
So as we start a new season, let me lay a little
heavy on you. As you are
IJ
enjoying the conversation at
the round table or the long bar
or in some tight little knot, just
cast your eyes about. Is there
/
someone on the outside who
would love to be invited into
your inner circle? It won't ruin
you for life if you make the
first move. If we all take on
this responsibility then the
club is going to be a better
place for everyone and I won't
be getting letters of resignation citing as a cause "profound disappointment."
Lyman
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Notice of Special Meeting
Please take notice that a Special Meeting of The Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto will take place at the club's premises, 14 Elm Street, Toronto, on
Thursday, October 28, 1993 at 5:30 p.m.
The business of the meeting will be to continue discussion and to vote on
the following motions to amend the Constitution:
Whereas every member of the Club must subscribe to the object of the
Club, which, as defined under item 3 of the Club's Constitution, is 'To
advance arts and letters, to promote intercourse among those who are engaged
in or contribute to the arts of literature, architecture, music, painting, sculpture
and stage, or any other related artistic discipline and to encourage the practice
of those arts':
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For those who are unable to attend the meeting in person, a Proxy
appointing another Member to vote on a Member's behalf, on the motions or
any amendments thereto, may be presented to the Club Secretary before the
start of the Meeting. The Proxy must be signed, dated and clearly state the
name of the Member and the name of the Member's proxy.

Dated this 13th day of September, 1993.
Ken Purvis, Secretary

It is hoped there will be an excellent turnout for this important meeting.
Coffee and dessert will be served afterwards--courtesy of the club.
Lampsletter believed it would be helpful to voters if those supporting each
side of the issue briefly stated their position.
On the following page the Yes and No sides are presented.
Lampsletter invites club members to express their views on this important
subject prior to the October 28 meeting. We will print a selection of letters in
our next issue (deadline Friday, Oct. 1); please limit your response to 100
words.

From our Treasurer
Total revenue for the first quarter
(April 1-June 30) is $125,000, which
includes revenue from food, beverage,
rentals, pro-rated fees, Spring Revue
profits, and donations. This compares
well with last year and with the budget.
Expenses are well controlled with credit
card discounts, caretaking, debenture
interest and mortgage payments all
reduced. The bottom line is a healthy
profit of $15,000 compared with a loss
of $2,300 last year.
Membership fees, however, are looking a little soft so I urge you to bring in
potential members to our fall events.
Restoration work is responsible for
the scaffolding around the building. The
Ontario Heritage program required that
we begin using the funds granted by
them; $21,000 was advanced by the program and matched by the club from the
last dollars of the MacDonald bequest of
June 1992. As a result, $42,000 worth of
brick repairs have been completed.
Further work will have to be done to the
rear wall of the Great Hall and an expenditure of $13,000 has been approved-this sum to be again split 50:50 between
Ontario Heritage and the club.
Renovations were also completed
over the summer on the second floor
offices. Bob's former office is now
shared by the archivist, librarian and
curator; Bob has a new office at the end
of the hall; it was he who suggested the
new scheme and saved us $6,000 in renovation costs. Many thanks, Bob!
A special "thank you" to Michael
Spence and friends who spent many
hours working on these renovations and
the art storage and work areas on the
third floor.
Connie Briant
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Motion to amend Constitution
The "no" side is represented by Jack A.
Carr:
I am not a LAMPS professional member
of the club, and I will vote NO on the
motion. Two of my reasons are:
1. Most importantly, a club that is meant
to 'promote intercourse among those
who are engaged in or contribute to
the (LAMPS) arts' (bylaw 3 of the
constitution), cannot do so unless
there is a strong core of those who are
recognized by the club as being
'engaged in' the arts, that is, the practitioners or the professionals. Without
a strong professional emphasis in the
club, we cannot carry out its threefold
objective, as set out in our constitution:
a) to advance arts and letters;
b) to promote communication
among those who are engaged
in or contribute to the arts; and
c) to encourage the practice of
those arts by its members.
If the club does not recognize its
professionals there will be little incentive
for them to join, our artistic standards
will decline, and we will slowly drift into
being a club of dilettantes.
2. There is no discrimination between

members with and without "professional" status. Professional members
are the practitioners of the arts; other
members are the supporters of the
arts. The professionals cannot exist
without us supporters, so why feel
second-class? If the problem is one of
terminology rather than constitution,
change the terminology, not the
constitution.
There are other reasons, but these are
the most important ones. The rest can
wait until the meeting on October 28th.
See you then.

The "yes" side is represented by Jim
Parr and Margaret McBurney:
According to our constitution, the object
of the Club is to advance arts and letters.
to promote intercourse among those who
are engaged in or contribute to the arts...
and to encourage the practice of those
arts. This object is no longer served by

distinguishing between 'professionals'
and others. Perhaps it never was.
The insuperable difficulty in making
fair, consistent distinctions is borne out
by blatant anomalies found in our
telephone list.
Since its inception, the club has
struggled with this problem, gradually
decreasing the professionals from 80 per
cent in 1908, to 75 per cent in 1912,
66 2/3 per cent in 1920, and 60 per cent
in 1932. Then, as now, we needed
money. And only nonprofessionals paid
an initiation fee! Small wonder that we
increased their numbers. Not until 1987
were professionals required to pay this
fee. Does this suggest that the professional distinction was never completely
one of principle?
To maintain that P after one's name
provides an income tax deduction is
erroneous; to suggest it's a sign of distinction in an indifferent world is questionable; to argue that practitioners seek
conversation only with practitioners is,
quite simply, offensive. We are not a
professional association-we are not so
legislated. We are a club, whose members share a common interest.
Eliminating the P distinction will not
lower admission standards. Members
will still propose applicants. And membership and executive committees will
continue to assess applications--ensuring that those joining the club subscribe
to its splendid and egalitarian object: t1
advance arts and letters.

Painting
Les Tibbles exhibited his paintings at the Ladies' Golf Club of
Toronto this summer.
Kay Murray-Weber will be busy this fall; she has been
asked to open her studio for Toronto Arts Week on Sept. 26,
2:00-3:30 p.m.; as has Gerry Sevier on Sept. 28, 7:30-9:00
p.m. Kay is also included in the Open Juried Exhibition at the
Cambridge Library and Gallery, Sept. 12-Oct. 10. Kay and her
husband are on the jury to choose an artist and her/his designs
for three stained glass windows for a new Learning Centre
building in Guelph.
Heather Strucken will show her paintings at the
Mississauga Arts Council, Mississauga City Centre,
Sept. 2-Oct. 29.
Watercolours from Pat Fairhead's trips to Africa, England,
Baffin Island, Nova Scotia and Peru will be exhibited at the
Harbour Gallery, Mississauga. Reception Thursday Oct. 14,
6-9 p.m. Members welcome!
From Nov. 17-Dec. 24 Pat will be showing watercolours
from England and Africa at the Martha Mabey Gallery,
Richmond, Virginia.
Jean Townsend spent July in the Timmins-Iroquois Falls
area where she had a successful show of recent sculpture, prints
and watercolours at the Emma Ciotti Gallery. Through the
gallery Jean also gave several workshops in her nontoxic
Compotina printmaking technique.
Bev Hagan invites members to attend her Fall Studio Show
and Sale at her Willowdale studio.

The July and August outdoor sketching events were wellattended as usual. In July the venue was Lake Crawford, on the
Niagara Escarpment, followed by lunch at Gery Puley's in
Burlington. In August Lucie and Peter Giles were hosts at
their farm near Port Hope.
Zora Buchanan will be exhibiting in the Canadian Opera
Women's Committee Art Sale at the O'Keefe Centre,
Sept. 24-Oct.9.
Of the forty-one artists exhibiting in the Autumn Art Sale at
the McMichael Canadian Art Collection Oct. 15, 16 and 17, at
least twelve are club members. Chairperson is our Ann
Henderson and all members are invited to attend.
Jane Champagne had a painting accepted in the Society of
Canadian Artists' fall show-it runs to Oct. 2.
June saw Mary Anne Ludlam sailing on a 40-foot sloop off
the B.C. coast and the resulting paintings will be seen at the
Horizon Galleries, Vancouver, in November. Her work was
accepted at two international shows this summer: the Niagara
Frontier Watercolour Society and the Adirondacks Exhibition
of American Watercolours in Old Forge, New York. The latter
will be on tour until early next year. Mary Anne was also a
prizewinner in the National Fine Art Competition, landscapea most productive summer!
Audrey Garwood's selective retrospective exhibition of
paintings will open at the Schieder Gallery, Yorkville, Oct. 16.
The work covers a period of 10 years, culminating in her
Amazonian Rainforest paintings.
Art dealer and appraiser David Mitchell was extensively
quoted in a newspaper article this summer on the way donated
Canadian art is valued for tax credit purposes.

Literature
Poems by Susan loannou were published recently in The Amethyst Review,
Descant, Quarry, Secretsfrom the
Orange Couch and White Wall Review.
Lois Darroch notes that two of our
members have received recognition
lately. Lesley Sirluck as illustrator of
Blame it on Wilmot, the book by her
mother, the late Eleanor McNaught,
which was reviewed in The Globe and
Mail's Murder and Mayhem column.

The Literary Review of Canada
recently drew attention to the work of
Elizabeth Trott, co-author with Leslie
Armour of The Faces of Reason/An
essay on the Philosophy and Culture of
English Canada,1850-1950.

And for literature of a different sort there
are those letters to the editor. Summer
heat did nothing to arrest the indignation
of the Parrs, Jim and Daniel, or Valerie
Siren, who expressed some trenchant
views on the stifling of scientific inquiry.

Margaret McBurney understandably
deplored the editor's taste in devoting
extensive coverage to Mae West's 100th
birthday while ignoring the centenary of
the birth of our own Sir Ernest
MacMillan.
Bets Reynolds has scoured our library
for books by members and will be showing a selection, by discipline, in the
bookcase at the lower level. The display
will be changed every two to three
weeks.
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Membership: who's new

Library Report

Lorraine Symmes, nonresident, former
choir member, interested in literature,
music, art, pottery, sculpture. Proposer:
Pat Fairhead.

Regrettably, members have been removing current magazines from the club, thus
denying them to fellow members. The magazines are only for reading in the lounge. If
you would like a particular issue of a magazine, please write your name on the cover
and, when that issue is replaced by the next, the librarian will put it in the appropriate
section of the members' alphabetical mail tray.
Only magazines on our subscription list, including donated titles, will be displayed
in the lounge; others will be removed. If you would like the club to subscribe to a
specific magazine or wish to donate a title on an ongoing basis, please speak to the club
librarian.

Dorothy Mould, professional,
commercial artist, landscape painter with
many one-person shows since 1977.
Proposer: Jessica Steven.
Glad W. Smith, professional, has
exhibited paintings in OSA, RCA and
other shows; interested in drawing,
painting, sculpture. Proposer: Kay
Murray-Weber.
Maggie Bates, professional, art teacher
for many years, has been drawing,
painting and sculpting all her adult life;
other interests: music, drama. Proposer:
Michael Crawford.
Valia Nadine Reinsalu, junior member,
U of T student and writer for their
independent community newspaper;
interested in literature, theatre,
photography. Proposer: Isaac Pfaff.
Matthew Alex Christie, junior member,
student in landscape architecture at
Ryerson, writer; interested in sketching,
acting; son of past-president Bob
Christie. Proposer: Norm McMurrich.
John Thompson Pepall, member,
lawyer, writer; interested in Literary
Table and "Minds on the Move";
grandson of George T. Pepall, club
president 1942-45. Proposer: Murray
Wilton.
Elspeth Cameron, professional,
professor and renowned biographer of
Canadian writers; a former member now
returning with more free time to spend
on club activities; interested in music,
painting, dance, literature. Proposer:
Ernest Sirluck.

Gary Gillam, member, lawyer,
community activist, experienced fund
raiser; interested in serving on finance
committee. Proposer: D. Rod Austin.
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Acquisitions
The CanadianEntertainersof World Ward II by W. Ray Stephens, which contains
references to Elmer Phillips, club president 1974-76.
CanadianMilitary History, with articles on former member Walter S. Allward's Vimy
Memorial (see display in front hall).
Index to "CanadianBookman," replete with references to former club members.
Donations
The club gratefully acknowledges the following donations:
Zora Buchanan: for Your Move! by JoAnn Moysey, which Zora illustrated.
Michael Stewart Copp for the 1992 and 1993 issues of White Wall Review, for which
he is visuals editor.
Barbara Howard and Richard Outram for their most generous donation of the
stunning Twenty-eight drawings by BarbaraHowardand six books of Richard's
moving and expressive poetry: Exsultate, Jubilate; Hiram and Jenny; Man in Love;
The Promise of Light; Selected poems, 1960-1980; and Turns; and other poems, all
fine examples of book production.
Gethin James for History of CanadianAirports by T.M. McGrath.
David Skene-Melvin for the CanadianHistoricalWar Art Calendar1993, which
contains several examples of work by former club members; An Introductionto the
Twenty-First Toronto AntiquarianBook Fair, by Robertson Davies.

Obituary
A distinguished journalist and former member, Burton Taylor Richardson, died
August 25, 1993 and is remembered by Kay Kritzwiser:
In the early thirties at the Regina Leader-Post,to most of us who knew him
(all of us very young, newspaper wings untried) he was simply "Rich."
Despite his climb upward over the years to the peak of journalistic distinction, we
remember him as the reporter fresh from university, a quiet aura of self-assurance
stamped by his conservative tweed suit, his pipe a kind of interwoven fragrance, his
manner gentle, his laugh ready. There was the Rich shaped by wartime coverage, later
appointments as editor of newspapers in Saskatoon, Ottawa and Toronto, his posting to
Washington as a news analyst. Later his interest in art, his own and his collection-a
courageous flyer into the paintings of Paul-Emile Borduas of Les Automatistes and
Refus Global fame in 1948.

Two small books today still summarize his interests: the world of politics in Canada
and John Diefenbaker, and the ghost-written reminiscences of Frederick Salomon
Mendel, of Saskatoon's Mendel Art Gallery.
Rich was president of the Canadian Club of Toronto and a longtime member of
The Arts and Letters Club.

Miscellany
Dire predictions of a repeat of summer
1992 came to naught and it was a summer to remember. Some diehard city
dwellers took advantage of the hospitality of the alternative arrangements made
with other local clubs--we hear that
Friday lunches at the Press Club were
popular.
Many other dedicated club members
were hard at work in the dog days of
August: the cast of A Little Bit of Fluff
spent many hours rehearsing with director Isaac Pfaff.
The Sydney, Australia, Film Festival
and film studios in Hong Kong and
Shanghai were the destination of Gerald
Pratley, Ryerson's peripatetic teacher of
film history. Gerald sent us his article on
Nathan Cohen, from CanadianNotes
and Queries, recalling their days in radio
and journalism in the late forties and
early fifties. Gerald's tribute to London
film critic Dilys Powell appeared in
Britanniathis summer.

Barbara and Ray Effer were in Paris
this summer, enjoying the galleries and a
performance at the Bastille Opera House.
They visited Marie Louise Cusack, now
living with her family near the Eiffel Tower.
Barbara, who passed Grade 10 piano
this summer, offers her services, gratis,
as accompanist to club members as she
begins work on ARCT.
Gord Fulton was in Edinburgh to
cheer on Zora Buchanan and her very
successful exhibition at the Edinburgh
Festival this summer: his wonderful
description of the event is elsewhere in
this issue. While in Edinburgh they made
contact with the Scottish Arts Club, who
were interested in becoming affiliated
with us.
Did you know that our club is affiliated with like-minded clubs in cities in the
United States and Britain? They offer
certain privileges to our members and
the pleasure of exchanging views with
kindred spirits. They are:
London, England: the Savage Club and
the Chelsea Club

New York: the Salmagundi Club
Chicago: the Cliffdwellers (interesting
name!)
Dublin, Ireland: the Dublin Arts Club
Glasgow, Scotland: the Glasgow Art
Club
If anyone has recently visited one of
our affiliated clubs we'd like to hear
about it.
Check the downstairs bulletin board
because anytime now it will be sporting
card-size ads from members. We don't
know if there'll be any censoring of
those SWF ads... Please check with Judy
Harvie before posting anything.
Gord Fulton looks after in-club promotion; so please see him if publicity is
on your mind.
We hear from Ruth Morawetz,
founder and artistic director of Classical
Cabaret,that our members can subscribe
to this year's concert season for a mere
$50 each, if there are 10 or more subscribers. Ruth gave two excellent musical presentations at the club last season;
phone her at 925-0284.
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Howard Gerring, who edited this
newsletter for 12 years and recently, at
age 78, attained the status of life member, sees red when he hears someone say,
" It's not the same old club."
"The implication is that we're going
downhill, and that's ridiculous," he says.
"We're actually improving: we've got better quarters than we've ever had, we're
attracting highly professional members, we
have expert management and we have
skilled people making great contributions."
Howard joined in 1947 while with
Saturday Night magazine (later he spent
40 years with Southham Newspapers).
He had never heard of the club when he
was invited to lunch there by someone
offering him a job. "I turned down the
job, but I was so impressed with the
club, I asked for an application form and
discovered there were two members

already at the magazine and they sponsored me. I was most attracted by the
unique opportunity to talk to other members about art."
He studied art, and was involved with
stage productions. An early impression
was made on him by the club artists who
dominated the Spring Show. They had so
many nudes on the stage, he says, the
executive told them that in future they
could have only one.
"So they had just one nude but they
used her in just about every scene. In one
act they had her up on a model stand,
and while a group of the artists was posing her, and throwing coloured lights on
her to get interesting shadows, on the
other side of the stage the president,
Alex Panton-himself an art instructor-stood at a lectern and delivered a
serious lecture on the use of color, appar-

ently oblivious to what was going on.
When he finished his lecture, which I
don't think anybody heard because they
were all watching the activity, a member
came out from the wings and handed him
a white cane. Alex took it and tapped his
way off."
Even without such high spirits,
Howard sees the club as a successful
blending of people who earn a living in
the arts with people interested in knowing more about the arts. A former president of the Toronto Sword Club, Howard
once gave a demonstration of fencing
with another member on the club stage.
He and his wife, Dai, have several paintings by club artists on the walls of their
west end Toronto condo. His proudest,
painted in 1952 by Al Collier, shows
Howard in his fencing outfit.
Fergus Cronin
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Living it up in
Edinburgh
There we were, resplendent in our finest
Art Show Opening attire. However, the
Festival Resplendency Award went to
Zora Buchanan, draped in a self-created, self-painted silk robe. The rest of our
party was husband Bill, daughter Fiona,
and Peter, a Toronto friend. We left our
flat in a 37-syllable suburb to go to the
gallery district of Edinburgh in the rain,
brolleys in the defence position, waiting
to celebrate Zora's opening at the Frazer
Fine Art Gallery.
The show was wonderful; an excellent gallery and the works tastefully
hung by Zora. A special showing had
been held the previous night for the
sponsors, the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Scotland. Altogether, the
two events attracted 130 people-numbers that inspired a great sense of pride
3,000 miles from home!
A high point for us all was a surprise
visit from Zora's daughter, Wendy.
Another was observing Zora mingling
with relatives and friends she hadn't seen
for 20 years.
After the excitement of the
vernissage, things calmed slightly; we
went to the Tattoo, drank and ate too
much and visited art galleries. One day
while walking together we visited the
Edinburgh Arts Club where Zora, in her
usual shy and backward manner,
arranged to meet the president in order to
promote an affiliation between our
clubs-it is now in progress.
And the best part-at last count 15
paintings had been sold. Zora says: "It
was grrayt and ahm goin' baack."
Gord Fulton
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Perhaps this is a good time to introduce some levity...
from the pen of Jim Parr:
Sweet lodging! Bring back our board!
O, bring back the bare board at luncheon!
Don't shroud it in R.I.P. cloth!
At teatime or dinner
Ironed linen's a winner;
At lunchtime its wrinkles incite members wrath
To the point where, with words as our truncheon,
We'll make supplication to Bob:
"These fabrics synthetic
Are antipathetic
To writers and painters and all of us mob
Who would rather see bare board at luncheon,
And spill beer and beans on the oak;
Ask Andr6 and Jason
To put a good face on
Refectory habits of A & L folkSo bring back the raw board
Bare, honest and braw boardThe board of our lodging at lunch!"
If you don't share Jim's attachment to the "bare board," you are invited to respond
briefly (in verse, of course) in time for our next deadline on Friday, Oct. 1.
(We know you're out there, Ken Purvis!)

Club Fax
Please use the club fax whenever possible (preferably after club hours) to make
reservations: this saves Molly's time and provides a record of your request.

Club Phone Book
The club's new telephone book will be out in October and will include fax numbers.
If you have a fax, please send the number to Molly, by fax, before Sept. 28.

Parking
The Minto parking garage has agreed that the club's special $6 fee for evening parking
will now start at 5:30 p.m. (previously it started at 6 p.m.)
Ray Peringer notes that College Park garage is cheaper than Minto after 6 p.m.
At Ray's suggestion we will publish a map of local parking locations and prices in a
future issue.

Editor: Freda Fyles
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COMING IN NOVEMBER
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LUNCHEON AND TOUR OF
PRINCESS OF WALES THEATRE
hosted by Ed MIrvish

Mark your calendar now, because you won't want to
miss these fascinating events:

October 5:
October 12:
October 19:
October 26:

Andre Gide revisited
Film Review session
Comedy and the Comic
Philip Child: Canadian novelist
and poet.

ATTENTION ALL WRITERS
IT'S TIME the club had a group specifically for writers! A
meeting to discuss and/or organize such a group takes
place in the
Lamps Room, Tuesday, Oct. 5 at noon.
For more info call Howard Gerring, 769-5091, or
Fergus Cronin at (519) 941-7633. Or just show up.

· lim~~ilr
MUSIC TABLE LUNCHEON
featuring
MARK FEWER, VIOLIN
At just 21, this gifted young artist (and winner of the Tom
Thomas Foundation Scholarship) has already been
declared "Young Artist of 93" by the Heliconian Club.
Find out why on
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14

ICi
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Pat Fairhead tells...
'HOW I GOT HOT IN AFRICA'
A special presentation revealing hitherto-untold
details of Pat's African ADVENTURES ... and how
these inspired her DRAWINGS and PAINTINGS. All
on gorgeous SLIDES.
MEMBERS' DINNER (a members-only event)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21

THURSDAY, NOV. 11 at noon
COST of $24.95 includes wine.
Information: Geoff Armstrong, 920-8280.
Reservations: Phone or fax MOLLY.

i

SOLO EXHIBITION
TOM CHATFIELD
OPENING MONDAY, SEPT. 27, 5-9 p.m.
Tom Chatfield has had more than 50 one-man shows
and is represented in Canada and internationally. Our
good Monday night dinner follows this opening. Plan to
stay!
EXHIBITION OF MEMBERS'
SMALLER ARTWORKS
OPENING TUESDAY, OCT. 12
ENTRIES must arrive at the club for judging before 10 a.m.
Saturday, October 9. Maximum image size in any
dimension: 30" (76 cm). Up to three works per member
may be accepted, including mixed media, photos, prints,
collage, oils, acrylic, watercolours, drawings and
sculpture. Works must be ready for hanging or display.
PHOTOGRAPHY BUFFS:
A chance to show your stuff comes up Nov. 1st-the
date for a proposed club all-photography exhibition.
Juried show. For info call Chris Adeney at 445-8019
before Oct. 15th.
OUTDOOR SKETCHING GROUP
OCTOBER 15-17
Get out your Autumn colours and come to Laurentian
Lodge near Dorset, Ontario. Maps and info available at
the club bar. Details: Jack Carr-444-6517.
A NEW SERIES OF PAINTING CLASSES
STARTING MONDAY, OCTOBER 18
In the Studio each Monday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., with
a variety of instructors (volunteers welcomed), this new
still-life painting series is open to all members and
friends.
Cost: a mere $10 per session. For further information
call JOHN JOY-494-7308--or MOLLY.

I

"What's On" Editor: Pat Harvie
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October

3

4

5

Great Hall rented

Club Night

Literary Table:

Art Committee
Painting

Writers' Meeting

11

12

Thanksgiving
Day CLOSE

Exec. Committee
Club Night

10

CLUB CLOSED

6

13

SHOW OPENING

Deadline for next
newsletter

Carruthers/Wallace:
Coffee/Dessert
PROGRAM

8

9

Fri. PAINTING

Great Hall rented

14

15

16

Music Table:
Mark Fewer,

Fri. PAINTING
Sketch Weekend:

Great Hall rented

7

Violin

Literary Table:
Film Review

17

24
Great Hall rented

18

19

Club Night
Painting
classes

Literary Table:
Comedy

25

26

Executive
Committee
Club Night
Painting classes
Great Hall rented

Dorset

Great Hall rented

20

27

Literary Table:
Philip Child

21

22

23

Members Dinner:
Pat Fairhead

Fri. PAINTING

Great Hall rented

28

29

30

Special Meeting

Fri. PAINTING

Great Hall rented

SEPTEMBER: Calendar
Monday 27th:

Tuesday 28th:
Thursday 30th:

SHOW OPENING: Tom Chatfield
Spring Revue 94 Meeting
Executive Committee
Literary Table
Carruthers/Wallace: Dinner PROGRAM

NOVEMBER: Preview
Monday 1st:
Photo Show
Thursday 11th:
Princess of Wales Theatre Tour
Thursday 18th: Members' Dinner

14 Elm Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5G 1G7
(416) 597-0223
Fax 597-9544
October 1993
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President's Column
How's that for starting off the fall season with a
bang? Were you at the Art Opening of a whole
new style of "sliced" art? Gerry Sevier
announced that he is searching for a name for it,
so he can start selling it. I trust you didn't miss the
Club Night with a distinctly Portuguese flavour, in
food (Chef Kim excelled herself), wine, music and
ambiance-organized by Kathryn Minard. Too
few took in the fascinating Music Table where Joe
Ringhofer enthralled us with an audiostrated
(derived from "illustrated") in-depth analysis of
Carmen-thanks to Jim Webster. I got new
insights at the Literary Table when Vincent Tovell
charmed an overflow crowd with his wit and
knowledge about biographies and biographers-Claude Bissell introduced him. I can only offer
sympathy to any who missed the club's first fulllength play, a British farce called A Little Bit of
Fluff. It drew highly appreciative audiences
totaling over 180. Directed by Isaac Pfaff, it
starred John Rammell, Betty Trott, Rod
Wilkinson, Nicole Pepper, Monty Larkin,
Violet Thresher, Robert Prince, Karina
Rammell and Peter Hart. And the month
concluded with a night to remember of Welsh
story-telling accompanied by harp music-Rod
Carruthersand Sharlene Wallace. And all
through September there were countless roundtable discussions, which simply went round and
round, without purpose, achievement, or even a
whisper of boredom.
Now truly, is there another
( i>
club like the Arts and Letters
Club of Toronto? It's the one
place in the world where lunch
takes longer, not because of
\
/
poor service, but because the
conversation is so interesting.
For those who complain that the
club is not like it used to be,
here is positive quality proof
that the club is alive, well,
piquant, innovative and
accessible.
Of course, to really
U.
appreciate these jewels, you
I have to attend!
Iws,,...-,
Lyman

B
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The
--- newsletter of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto

Did We Get Letters!
In our last issue, LAMPSletter invited members to air their views on the
question of professional memberships. We were inundated with spirited
replies:
The motion will divide the club and will alienate those members who are
the basic core of the club--the professional artists, writers, musicians,
architects, actors who joined the club which they regarded as one which
reflected the name of the club and most importantly, provided happy contact
with those of their own ilk. The motion is one more whack at the distinctive
character of our club where the professionals are now recognized (if ever so
minutely) by a small 'P' after their names. I'm totally against our old club,
with all its splendid artistic history, becoming just another social club! The
motion should be turned down!
Franklin (Archie) Arbuckle
The motion to change our constitution will do nothing to improve or
enhance the object of the club we now enjoy. It will not advance arts and
letters any better. It will not promote rewarding communication between
those who are engaged in and those who contribute to the arts any better. It
will not encourage the practice of those arts any better. Non-professionals
with professionals now enjoy mutual respect and lively discourse; a unique
camaraderie made better by knowing the distinction of each. The club's
original concept has served us well, for so long. No change please!
Ray Cattell (P)

This club was founded by artists, for artists-particularly visual artists. In a
society that makes it difficult at best, impossible at worst, to earn a living as
an artist, the club has been one of the few places that has considered artists
worthy of recognition as professionals. A.Y. Jackson, a poet in paint if ever
there was one, and a dedicated member of the club, once said: "Canadians
would rather keep a boa constrictor than support a poet." Should this motion
be approved, I suggest the club acquire a boa constrictor as its emblem.
Jane Champagne
I see that a special, extraordinary, superfluous meeting has been called to
allow the members to decide whether to P on each other or NP. The Ps, in
white hats, oozing tradition, are fronted by Jack A. Carr NP. The NPs, in
natty black, radiating anarchy, skulk after Jim Parr P, and Margaret
McBurney P. Surely this is the best of all possible rows. The outcome
doesn't matter, really. Everyone can play. Reality can be ignored. Beaumont
and Fletcher would have loved it. I hope nobody brings a new member to
the meeting. He/she will die laughing, and make the Treasurer's fee
projections even softer.
Philip Creighton FCA NP
continued on page2

Membership:

Did We Get Letters! Continued from page I
I learned first of the Arts and Letters Club through an interest in the Group of Seven
that, when I became a professional, culminated in 1981 in the book Bright Land: A
Warm Look at Arthur Lismer. Therein lies the difference between being "interested" in
the arts and being a professional. A professional is one who has been burned in the fire
of accomplishment in a chosen field. When I was asked to join the Arts and Letters
Club I knew I was joining a club composed primarily of professionals who could share
with me their expertise and experience. I have no time for a second club of
interestateurs, which the Club will soon become if the distinction between professional
and non-professional is abolished.
Lois Darroch

Resignations: John Griffin Butler;
Dale Dotten; Graham Garrett; Les
Lawrence; Gordon Norman; Susan
Schellenberg; Wanda Wesolowski.
Change of status to nonresident:
John Goddard has moved to
Kincardine; Peter and Katie
Hermant to Barbados;
Current membership:
Professional, Life
and Junior
229
Resident
169
Nonresident
108
Total
506
Zora Buchanan, chair of our
Membership Recruitment subcommittee, has compiled an album
containing photographic portraits of
new members who were introduced
at a Members' Dinner last spring.
Alan Carrie's splendid photos will
help you recognize unfamiliar faces
at the club. The album, which will be
updated as new members are
introduced, can be viewed in the
lounge. Please make our new
members feel welcome!

Good, the issue of the club "P" is now up for discussion! In my experience I have
found this a constant point of controversy-the variety of interpretation
of the meaning
of "professional" has swayed to and fro so often that the "P" has lost both
meaning and
respect. Professional for me is my attitude towards my work, the way I behave,
the way
I am-I don't need a "P" to tell me! "Is you is or is you ain't" is of little consequenceit's our camaraderie that I want!
Pat Fairhead
I joined the Arts and Letters Club as a professional member when sponsored
by my
publisher, Campbell Hughes. I have been a member of the Canadian Authors
Association, the Women's Press Club and the Writers Union, and was
a founding
member of CANSCAIP (Canadian Society of Authors, Illustrators and Performers).
So
what happened to these organizations? The Writers Union and CANSCAIP have
retained their vigour by maintaining professional standards. The CAA and the
Women's Press Club, however, changed the rules for eligibility in the search for new
members and they are now sad shadows of their former selves. If we eliminated our
professional category we would end up as just another social club in a lovely
building.
To wipe out the professional classification will change the nature of the club forever.
Madeline Freeman

Obituary
A respected member of long-standing, William Barker Townley, DFM,
died July 29, 1993. Bill joined the
club in 1969 and always enjoyed the
fellowship he found here.
I remember Bill with fondness
and gratitude. He was one of my
sponsors when I joined the club---a
munificent act, I thought, since he
was one of those who had objected
to admitting women members. And I
doubt that he ever changed his thinking on that subject. Bill and I usually
agreed to disagree on most subjects,
but I considered him a friend. He
was, as I often told him, my
favourite curmudgeon.
At his death, Bill had been in hospital for nearly a year as the result of
a massive stroke. We extend our
sympathy to his wife, Ann, and to
their son, Duncan, and daughter,
Debbie. He will be missed by all
who knew him.
Margaret McBurney
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I believe that an appreciation and love of the arts promotes a feeling
of universality, of
inclusion, and it seems wrong to me that a club devoted to the appreciation of the
arts
should practice discrimination in the form of a two-class membership system. We
share
with each other our work and interest in the arts and it is this shared love of the arts
that
should be emphasized, not whether or not some of us actually make a
living from
writing, or painting, or performing. We should abandon our divisive class structure
and
unite in our mutual love of all the arts.
Peter Garstang
When this club was founded it was because practitioners in the arts wished to meet
with
others working in the same disciplines. The aim was to establish a professional
organization in order to attract professionals. But the founders recognized that there
were others with similar interests and skills. Thus the club has been representative
of
the broad arts communities. So what is the problem? In the more than 45 years that
I
have been a member I have never heard anyone question another member's
designation. And I don't expect to in the future. But I am worried that if we eliminate
the two designations we will no longer attract the two groups we want as members
and
will become an organization without standing in the arts world.
Howard Gerring

I

When is an Arts and Letters Club not an Arts and Letters Club? When it ceases
to
require that a majority of its members meets some basic, common-sense criterion
for
Practitioner (formerly Professional) membership. It is that simple. A
token,
"motherhood" declaration of interest in advancing the arts is egalitarian
certainly, and
virtually meaningless. We are a club with more than just a common interest; we
are a
continued on page 4

Literature

Painting
Mary Tasker writes to tell us that the British Museum's Prints
and Drawings Department has purchased three of K.M. (Kate)
Graham's works: two drawings and one drypoint. The only
other Canadian in the museum's collection is David Milne.
Congratulations, Kate!
Norma Hutchings, Doris Hamilton and Hazel Harvey were
among 13 Kame and Kettle Artists in a recent show at the
Etobicoke City Hall Gallery.
Jim Morris played host to 25 painters and guests at his
recently-renovated schoolhouse at Crooked Creek, near
Newtonville. Jim and his aunt, Audrey Gauthier, are to be
congratulated for the imaginative restoration of the buildingmaintaining its original atmosphere, while turning it into a
comfortable dwelling with three separate apartments.

Hugh Hood has a new novel, Be Sure to Close Your Eyes,
appearing this fall, published by Stoddart.
Lois Darroch advises that anyone interested in a copy of the
late Barker Fairley's Portraits,can find a few copies at
Caravan Books, 70 Weybright Court, Scarborough. 298-9540.
Richard Outram will launch his eagerly awaited book of
poems, Mogul Recollected (published by Porcupine's Quill), at
a public reading in the Taddle Creek Reading series at the
Palmerston Library, 560 Palmerston Ave., on Thursday,
November 25, at 7:30 p.m. Free admission.
And you get only one guess as to which of our distinguished
members could write a book entitled: How to Build an Empire
on an Orange Crate: Or 121 Lessons I Never Learned in
School. The author, of course, is the irrepressible Ed Mirvish.
The Literary Table is now blessed with its own microphone,
thanks to ever-helpful Mike Spence. Attendance at the
Tuesday luncheons is always high and sound amplification
badly needed. September's programme was in the hands of
Claude Bissell and, in addition to excellent talks by Vincent
Tovell and Douglas LePan, Claude treated members to
fascinating excerpts from his personal journal, kept for more
than 50 years.
Take note: The second meeting of the new writers' group is
scheduled for Tuesday November 2 at 7 p.m. in the LAMPS
Room. Club supper will be available. For information call
769-5091.
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Library Report
Outdoors Painting

by William Vance

Hazel Harvey had two paintings accepted in the OSA
Members' Exhibition at the Columbus Centre, one in the OSA
Open Juried Exhibition at the Aird Gallery, and one in the
Society of Canadian Artists Juried Exhibition at the Aird
Gallery. Hazel won the Juror's Choice award at the Central
Ontario Art Association's annual exhibition in Guelph and the
Best in Show award in the Toronto Watercolour Society's 9th
Annual Fall Show at the North York YMCA.

Coming up:
Geoff Armstrong's paintings of the Queen Charlotte Islands
will be at the Roberts Gallery for two weeks, beginning
October 30. The show, Spirits of the West, is based on a kayak
trip Geoff took with Gerry and Shawn Sevier.
Margaret Florence Ludwig's exhibition of works from recent
trips to the Arctic and Antarctic, November 2 to 13, from 11:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m. at Gallery 306, 80 Spadina Ave.
Also, a three-person show: works by Jean Townsend, her
daughter, Martina Field, and the late Saul Field, at 69 Banstock
Drive from October 29 to November 7. Fridays from 7:00 to
10:00 p.m.; Saturdays/Sundays from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.; Monday
to Thursday by appointment.

Thanks to Kirk Howard of Dundurn Press for donating Too
Good to be True: Toronto in the 1920s, by Randall White, and
A Vision of Canada:Herman Voaden's Dramatic Works
1928-1945., ed. by Anton Wagner.

Spring Revue 1994
Dust off your dancing shoes, get out the rhinestones and
diamond stickpins-plans for the First City Revue are
heating up. Peter Hart's second brain-storming session
attracted a large crowd of the literati and the stagestruck.
Four scripts have already been received and more are on
the way. All scripts must be submitted by October 26 to
John McKellar or Gordon Fulton. Check the Club
Board for further details or call Peter.
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Miscellany
If, as Norman Bethune once said, "The
function of the artist is to disturb," then
Bill Lishman must be doing something
right! Bill's "offensive" 22-foot sculpture of a pregnant woman brought complaints from employees in an Ontario
government building in Oshawa. They
demanded its removal. But after outraged cries of "censorship" by Bill and
others, the Ministry of Revenue wisely
allowed the sculpture to stay put.

Graeme MacDonald, president of
the Banff Centre for Continuing
Education, was the subject of a recent
feature article in The Globe and Mail.
Our John Irwin is the subject of a
laudatory article in Orth andArth News,
newsletter of Toronto's Orthopaedic and
Arthritic Hospital. Both John and his
wife were once patients at the hospital,
and John has been on the board of the
Hospital Foundation since 1987.

David Skene-Melvin will write the
article on "Canadian Crime Writing" in
the forthcoming Oxford Companion to
Crime and Mystery Writing and has been
invited to present a paper, "The Mythic
Hero in Criminal Literature," at a
Popular Culture conference in
Bennington, Vermont, in June 1994.
David and wife, Ann Rothery, were in
Calgary recently to attend a meeting of
the Organization of Military Museums of
Canada. They act as advisors to the Base
Borden Military Museum.

Roseann Runte will become president and vice-chancellor of Victoria
University on July 1, 1994. Currently
principal of Glendon College of York
University, Roseann was president of
Universit6 Sainte-Anne in Nova Scotia
and a former chair of the Department of
French at Dalhousie. She is a published
poet, children's author and songwriter.

According to Mary Jane Large, chair
of our House Committee, her committee has
very little to do, "thanks to the efforts of
Mike Spence, Bob Gerrard, and the staff."

You read all about Howard
Gerring's career in last month's
LAMPSletter. Now, here's the photograph to go with the article-we didn't
have room for it last month. It shows
Howard with his portrait (in fencing
clothes), by Al Collier.

Summary of the
definition of a
LAMPS
professional
As prepared by the Membership
Committee, 1987.
In 1986 there was a view, shared by a
number of members, that the
Membership Committee was allowing
some new members to enter the Club as
professionals although under-qualified to
do so. As a result, the Committee consulted widely throughout the Club and,
as a result of its deliberations, issued a
report to the Executive on "The definition of a LAMPS Professional" which
was accepted and the guidelines were
then used by the Committee. However,
the use of these guidelines is not generally known to the membership, hence this
summary was prepared for members'
information.
The Membership Committee and the
Executive understood that these are
guidelines only; not all circumstances
can be foreseen and so judgment has to
be used. The full report is to be used by
the Committee, not just this summary.
Bylaw 7: "A Resident Member is
classified as a Professional who, in the
opinion of the Executive, is or has been
actively engaged for a significant period
in any of the arts referred to in Bylaw 3
and who derives or has derived a substantial part of his income therefrom, or
who is recognized as such by a panel of
at least three professional members of
the Arts and Letters Club in the related
discipline of the arts, as set out in the
aforesaid Bylaw 3, the panel to be named
by the Membership Committee."
Bylaw 3: "The object of the Club is to
advance arts and letters, to promote
intercourse among those who are
engaged in or contribute to the arts of literature, architecture, music, painting,
sculpture and stage or any other related
artistic discipline and to encourage the
practice of those arts by its members."
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Thus, Bylaw 7 provides several tests
to judge whether or not a person is a professional: a) "actively engaged in";
b) "for a significant period of time";
c) "any of the arts referred to in
Bylaw 3"; d) "derived a substantial part
of his income therefrom"; e) "panel of
peers." Based on these tests, the
Membership Committee recommends,
the Executive decides. The Bylaw provides the tests; the guidelines expand on
them.
"Actively engaged in" means a practitioner of the arts. :"Deriving a substantial
part of his income" is a good test to
admit a person as a professional, but not
to exclude him. Not all serious practitioners (e.g. poets) can make a living in
their chosen discipline and so need other
sources of income. The "panel of peers"
is used by the Membership Committee
after it has exhausted all other steps, but
the panel must use the same tests as
would the Committee.

Did We Get Letters! Continued from page 2
club with a common engagement of its members with the arts. An engagement always
demanding; that cannot be undervalued; that must not be diluted. Vote NO to the
motion: PLEASE!
Barbara Howard and Richard Outram
Since I was hospitalized at the time of the annual meeting, I learned later to my dismay,
of the motion to amend the constitution. Since that time I have re-read The Story of the
Club by Augustus Bridle and have reviewed the notes I made for a talk on the 75th
anniversary of the club. I think it is a serious error not to recognize the raison d'e tre
and spirit our founders had in mind when the club was formed. I have been a member
for 31 years and I cherish my association with this club. It would be tragic if this
motion were to be passed.
Elmer Phillips

"Activities referred to in Bylaw 3":

The Arts and Letters Club should, as in the past, always be ready for constructive
change. The time is ripe to do away with member discrimination by dropping labels
such as "professional" (one engaged in a profession as a means of livelihood) and
"dilettante" (lover of the arts). Even those of us labelled "professional" are really fourfifths "dilettante," in the LAMPS context, and only one-fifth "professional." (A very
few may claim to be two-fifths professional.) And, some of us "professionals" have less
commitment to, and are less knowledgeable about, "arts and letters" than many of the
so-called "dilettantes." Furthermore, the very act of such dichotomizing is fuzzy and
error-prone, as any perusal of the membership list will attest. As a so-called
"professional," I see the dropping of the "professional" designation as memberbonding. It is categorizing which is divisive.
Ezra Schabas

Literature : includes languages and
linguistics as well as the traditional poetry, drama, fiction, criticism, biography,
and belles--lettres. Also artistic disciplines related to literature such as philosophy, history, cultural anthropology,
political science, etc. Those who are
engaged in such disciplines include people who create literature, edit, publish or
criticize it, or who teach it at the university level. The guidelines set out certain
exceptions.

The motion will not serve the best interests of the club. There is great intrinsic value to
the club in both the history of the professional membership category, and in its value as
an attraction to the non-professional members like myself. One of the reasons I was
enthusiastic about joining the club was the opportunity to meet and mix with
acknowledged professional members such as A.J. Casson, York Wilson, and Bob
Christie. They gave generously of their time and talent-as have many members, both
professional and non-professional. The removal of the distinction would rob the club of
a distinctive part of its overall character. Like the plums in plum pudding, the
professional members add zest to our conversation meal at the Round Table. To
deprive future members of this enjoyment would be a pity. I shall vote against the
motion!
M.V. Spence, Past President

Architecture : licensees of the Ontario
Association of Architects, or equivalent,
and professors of architecture at recognized schools of architecture.
Music : any trained singer or instrumentalist, with a significant record of
public performance, or of writing, composing or arranging music.
Painting : includes all the visual arts.
Tests include art college or similar training, recognition by such societies as the
OSA, RCA, CSPWC, or the Sculpture
Society of Canada, a record of exhibition
in public or private galleries in juried
continued on page 6

Things exist through a logic of identity and difference. The synthesis of these opposites
may be a continuing tree, or person, or club. Change does occur. A maple tree is never
the "same," a person alters daily, a club can grow and flourish. Yet we still can know
that maple tree, Fred Bloggs, or the Arts and Letters Club. Why? Because the logic of
its identity, both what its essence is and is not, remain as ideas.
The Arts and Letters Club is the synthesis of the representation of "artistic"
excellence and the recognition of "artistic" excellence-those who embody interests
and those who authenticate interests by recognizing them and pursuing them. The
decision to change the logic of the Arts and Letters Club would be a decision to reject
the historicity of authentic identity, to alter the logic of its existence. The club would no
longer be the same club.
Elizabeth Trott
The Parr-McBurney proposal to do away with the membership designation for
professionals, outlined in the last issue of LAMPSletter, could destroy a fundamental
continued on page 6
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shows, etc., although any one of these
may not be sufficient to qualify one as a
professional. Teachers of art, art conservators and picture restorers may qualify
as professionals, but not necessarily so.
Stage : includes all the performing
arts (film, TV, radio, opera, ballet, theatre, etc.). Includes actors, singers,
dancers, theatrical producers and directors, set designers, playwrights, impresarios, etc. Also radio and TV announcers, program hosts, anchormen and experienced production specialists.
Other related artistic disciplines :
curators who conserve, and who prepare
catalogues of works of art and related
memorabilia in a creative way; interior
designers who are accredited members of
recognized interior design associations;
art directors of advertising agencies; jewellry designers. All of these activities
could qualify a person as a LAMPS professional.
Examples of activities unlikely to
qualify for professional status : supporters of the arts who organize fund-raising campaigns, or who are on the boards
of artistic enterprises; those who administer funds and provide grants to members of the artistic community; academics per se, unless their academic activity comes within the LAMPS and related
artistic disciplines; administrators of an
art-related society but with little or no
creative involvement in those disciplines; the writing of legal briefs, legal
contracts, legal judgments, scientific
papers or books, etc.
Reassessment : although not a matter
for the guidelines, it is understood that
the status of a member can be reassessed
at any time, either on the initiative of the
Committee or at the request of the member. However, all the above tests still
apply.

Did We Get Letters! Continued from page 5
attribute of the club while not resolving any significant problem. In my 55 years of
membership, the practising professionals have provided the major part of the great
stimulation I have received in expanding my aesthetic perception and knowledge.
Without some system of identification for professionals amongst such a large
membership, how can future Membership Committees maintain and enlarge this vital
component?
Wentworth Walker
The constitutional change resulting from passage of the proposed motion would
forever affect the club's character. A critical mass of uniqueness within the club lies in
the historical distinction and blend of the professional and non-professional
memberships. I see little evidence that current non-professional members envy
professionals their unobtrusive distinction, and we all continue to benefit from the
membership blend. I also believe that the membership distinction greatly adds to the
attractiveness of the club, whether applicants are professional or non-professional. Vote
No to the motion and lay this issue to rest once and for all.
John H. Yocom

SPECIAL MEETING
The motion to abolish the "professional" designation will be voted on at a special
meeting of the club, to be held October 28 at 5:30 p.m.
Members please note:
1.

Our meetings are governed by the Corporation Act of Ontario, which provides
for proxy votes.

2.

It has not been the club's practice to encourage voting by proxy. It is
considered preferable to have members attend in person to hear a full
discussion before voting.

3.

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER ENTITLED TO VOTE (LIFE MEMBER,
PROFESSIONAL MEMBER, RESIDENT MEMBER) and are unable to
attend the meeting, and if you want to have your vote registered, please
complete the instrument of proxy included with this mailing. Give it to your
chosen proxy holder, who must be in attendance, and who must present it to
the chairman before the beginning of the meeting.

FINALLY
Here's Monty, looking with jaundiced eye at the federal political scene:

The People's Choice
Politicians should have their heads read
Ere they plot any path that they tread
In their game of hoodwink
They don't know what they think
'Til they hear what it is that they've said.
Monty Larkin
Thanks to Ann Schabas for copy editing this issue of LAMPSletter.
Next deadline: November 5.
Guest Editor. Margaret McBurney
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Look forward to a lively and thought-provoking
series every Tuesday this month:
Nov. 2nd: Lesley Sirluck,
"Blame it on Wilmot"
Nov. 9th: Harry Girling,
"The Wilder Shores of
Literary Biography"
Nov. 16th: Round Table Discussion:
Latest Detective Fiction
Nov. 23rd: Susan loannou: Poetry

· am~r~vr~mt
MUSIC TABLE LUNCHEON
featuring
THE GRYPHON TRIO
Destined soon to explode into international
prominence, this talented trio brings together
pianist Jamie Parker, violinist Annalee
Patipatanakoon and cellist Roman Borys, all of
whom are currently artists-in-residence at the
Royal Conservatory of Music. A program you
are sure to enjoy.
THURSDAY, NOV. 25

Nov. 30th: Readings from
"Dancing at Lughnasa"

r
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The Photo Essay Group Presents...
"A NIGHT WITH P.E.G."
The photographic slide show is raised by this
group to the level of an art form, with narration,
music, visual and sound effects enhancing the
effect of stunning slide pictures of a diversity of
interesting places and things. All this, plus a
delicious dinner-for a cost of just $23!
MEMBERS' DINNER (a members-only event)
THURSDAY, NOV. 18
P.S. re: PAT FAIRHEAD
"How I got HOT in Africa"
MEMBERS' DINNER, OCT. 21
We told readers all about this presentation but
forgot to include the price-a splendid value at
just $23. (And an egregious omission on your
"What's On" Editor's part. Apologies.)
REMINDER: LUNCHEON AND
PRINCESS OF WALES
THEATRE TOUR-Hosted by Ed Mirvish
This event takes place at noon on
Thursday, Nov. 11

MEMBERS' PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
OPENING: MONDAY, NOV. 1, 5-9 p.m.
This is a juried show of pictures by club photo
enthusiasts, representing works by both
professionals and non-professionals. Make
your evening even more enjoyable: plan to
savour our Monday club night dinner too!
CURRENTLY ON OUR WALLS ...
Presently enlivening our walls is our annual
exhibition of SMALLER ARTWORKS BY
MEMBERS. It's well worth seeing, so be sure
to catch it before it closes on October 29th.
SEASON FINALE:
OUTDOOR SKETCHING GROUP
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Whatever the temperature, outdoor sketchers
can count on a warm welcome from Lois and
Gordon Peter, at whose place near Palgrave
we will meet. Maps at Club bar. For more
information call Jack Carr, 444-6517.
PHILIPA FAULKNER ART SHOW
OPENING MONDAY, NOV. 22, 5-9 p.m.

"What's On" Editor: Pat Harvie
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It's the season to show our staff
how much we appreciate them all
year long

President's Column
The GREAT DEBATE is history. By "great" I mean
the debate on the resolution about dropping the
professional distinction of one class of our
membership. You may think that the outcome is the
status quo. Nothing much has changed. But that's
not true. I believe the club is a stronger institution
because of airing this contentious motion.
Derwent Owen, a former Provost of Trinity
College, made a significant remark in one of his
state-of-the-college addresses. He was explaining a
change in practice. His remark, which I remember to
this day, was, "Tradition, to be valid, has to earn its
way in each generation." The Arts and Letters Club
has gone through just such an "earning" process and
the tradition of Professional membership received a
strong supportive vote.
Tradition is very important in an institution.
Some traditions are useful; some are hardly more
than frivolous. But all have a purpose. However, all
also have a lifetime and it is important to turf out the
dead practices before they destroy the very
institution they purport to sustain. Therefore, a
dynamic organization can expect periodic challenges
to its historic practices. It is a sign of a vibrant
group.
The Arts and Letters Club has a history that is
closing in on a century. Someone has said that we
"reek of tradition." To put it in less pejorative terms,
we do have a lot of traditions. Most of them have
repeatedly earned their way in a changing
membership. Some were too
(> nrestrictive (for instance, it took us
many years to recognize that
women can also be important
artists) and, it is hoped, we can

The following timely message is from our treasurer, Connie Briant:
Christmas is fast approaching and it's time to remember how much
our staff contributes to our enjoyment of the Arts and Letters Club.
Since we do not tip for service, it is our custom to contribute, at this
season, to a Staff Gratuity Fund. The Fund will be distributed
proportionately among all members of our staff.
Please help us show how much we appreciate their service by writing
a cheque, payable to the Arts and Letters Club, and marking it "Gratuity
Fund." Your contribution should be sent to the attention of Connie
Briant. To ensure distribution before Christmas, we ask you to send it
before December 15.
Thank you--on behalf of all our staff.

Speaking of Christmas...

Don't miss one of the club's great traditions-singing all the great old
Christmas carols around the piano in the Great Hall. This year's carol
sing is after dinner on Monday, December 6. You'll get an opportunity
then to bet on the silent auction of Christmas posters as well (see the
details in What's On).
Malcolm McGrath will be at the piano, and some of our talented
soloists will be leading the singing. Don't miss it!

Did We Get Letters (2)-different subject!
Two members have responded to our request for stories of their
experiences at one of our affiliated clubs. Coincidentally, both
Jacqueline Ellins and Merla McMurray visited the Chelsea Arts
Club in London, England, and they write as follows:
Gordon Fulton recommended the club to Jacqueline and she says, "It
was absolutely delightful talking to the many interesting people who sat
at the great table--even if, at breakfast, the resident cat swiped
someone's sausage. Sunday afternoon I took some friends over and we
heard a wonderful tenor; they stayed on for drinks and an excellent
dinner so it was truly a home away from home."
Characterizing the entrance to the club as "a sort of door in a garden
wall," Merla describes the attractive bar, dining room and daffodil-filled
walled garden (she and her husband were in London in March). At a
huge Regency dining table they ate communally with some very
continued ~npage 2

bury those-the traditions, that is,
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not the women! The membership
has clearly stated that the
distinction of Professional member
should continue. Good. Personally
I consider my distinction of
Appreciator, Connoisseur, Patron,
Consumer to be equally important.
I'm proud of my position in the
arts community. I might even add
ACPC after my name!
Lyman
I

continued from page 1

interesting types, including an actor who
recounted stories of working with David
Niven.
Merla says simple accommodation is
available at the Chelsea Arts Club at
very reasonable rates. Through our
affiliation with the Savage Club, she and
her husband were able to reserve
accommodation at the New Cavendish
Club, near Marble Arch. They highly
recommend both places for the Londonbound.
Mixing with those of similar interests
adds enormously to the travel
experience. The Communications
Committee has suggested that we try to
broaden our list of affiliated clubs so, if
any member can recommend a club with
which we might seek affiliation, please
give the details to Margaret McBurney,
Communications Committee chair.

On the move
Speaking of Margaret, she and Rod
Austin have taken off to the Antipodes
for six weeks. Before leaving, Margaret
put the finishing touches to the
manuscript of her new book, which
should appear some time in 1994.
Another member on the move is
Gordon Fulton, who leaves town in
mid-November to teach skiing at a resort
in British Columbia. Gordon will be
away for several months. We'll miss his
cheerful presence around the bar; and
those extravagant ties! Michael Copp
has taken over Gordon's job of in-house
promotion during his absence.

Changes to the Little Red Book
Please make the following changes to the
new telephone list:
Peter Aykroyd's new business
telephone: 865-0210
James Dingwall's new business
number: (905) 639-6684
The following should be added: Donald
Fraser, home number: 656-5844; Faith
Wood, home number: (705) 687-5721.
The following should be corrected: Sybil
Young's home phone is 963-5535; Paul
A. Yocom's home phone is (403) 2697161. Thelma Ledderwood should read
Ledgerwood.

2

Talk it up!
Club committees are seriously involved in increasing the club's rental income and in
taking steps to attract new members.
The Communications Committee urges
all of us to mention the club's splendid
rental facilities to other organizations
and to friends. The Committee is looking
into putting ads in certain magazines,
such as bridal publications. We really
need rentals--they are essential to the
club's financial wellbeing. So talk us
up!
And the Membership Recruitment
Subcommittee, chaired by Zora
Buchanan, has developed some
innovative approaches to its task, such
as:
GUEST PASS. For $50 a year, members
of selected groups will be invited to
share our lounge and dining facilities on
weekdays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5
p.m. to 8 p.m., when the club is not
holding a special function.

SELECTED GROUPS. Ideally these are
professional groups to which Arts and
Letters Club members belong-societies,
associations, organizations in the fields
of endeavour broadly represented in the
LAMPS disciplines.
Why not think about your groups for
our Guest Pass system and tell Zora
about them? As much information as
possible, please: the full name of the
organization with address, telephone and
fax number, and the head of the
organization with his or her title. Leave
the information at the club or telephone
Zora at 483-1941. Share your selected
groups with our select group. We must
all work together to increase
membership in the club.
LAMPS WEEK in February will be an
open house. Watch for more information
in the January Lampsletter.

Part of Our History: ANotable Art Collection
Howard Gerring, who has contributed many articles on the club's history to
Lampsletter, has dug up more interesting information:
It may surprise many members to learn
that The Toronto Board of Education has
a collection of 300 works of Canadian
paintings and sculpture. Most were
donated by graduating classes or school
patrons during the period 1920-60. More
than 60 of those works are currently
displayed at the St. Lawrence Market
Gallery.
Of special interest is that seven
present club members are represented in
the main collection: Life members
Cleeve Home and Charles Comfort,
and Franklin Arbuckle, Tom
Chatfield, Pat Fairhead, John Joy and
Guttorn Otto.
Moreover, seven of the artists
represented in the collection are past
presidents of our club: Sir Wylie Grier,
J.W. Beatty, R.F. Gagan, J.E.H.
MacDonald, Fred Haines, L.A.C.
Panton and Cleeve Home.

Another group of former club
members are also included in the
collection: John Bennett, Fred
Brigden, Bertram Brooker, Leonard
Brooks, Jack Bush, Franklin
Carmichael, W.E. Carswell, Alfred
Casson, Frederick Challener, Adrian
Dingle, Saul Field, Emanuel Hahn,
Sydney Hallam, Lawren Harris,
Hilton Hassel, Peter Haworth,
Nicholas Hornyansky, A.Y. Jackson,
Franz Johnson, E.W. Laur, Arthur
Lismer, Grant MacDonald, James
MacDonald, Donald Neddeau, Will
Ogilvie, Charles Pachter, Herbert
Palmer, Frank Panabaker, George
Reid, Tom Roberts, Albert Robinson,
Carl Schaefer, Owen Staples, Cyril
Travers, Fred Varley, York Wilson,
and William Winter.
An impressive collection indeed: does
Ken Thomson know about it?

Literature
Booklovers take note
Books for sale. When is a book not a book? When it's a box
cleverly designed by Ray Cattell to look like a book and used as
a sign to promote "Books by Members" for sale in our bar. If
you have a recently published book and would like to sell it in
the club, phone our club manager, Bob Gerrard.
Excellent seasonal suggestion: give books by members to
your family and friends at Christmas.
Books on view. Ray Cattell's handsome signs also define the
Books by Members display on the lower level of the club. This
was a joint effort by Raymond Peringer, Margaret McBurney,
Gordon Fulton, June Ardiel, David Skene-Melvin and Bets
Reynolds. Changes will be made to the display every three or
four weeks, in order to show off as many of our authors' works
as possible.
Jim Parr is the author of a book review published in the
Chesterton Review, published in Saskatoon. His subject is J. K.
Galbraith's The Culture of Contentment and his analysis finds
echoes of a book published in London in 1911-The Party
System, by Hilaire Belloc and Cecil Chesterton. Jim even
introduces some ballads of W.S. Gilbert into the equation, such
as:
That every boy and every gal,
That's born into the world alive,
Is either a little Liberal
Or else a little Conservative!
If you want to know more, Jim's review is in the Archives.
Susan loannou's ClarityBetween Clouds: Poems of Midlife
received a glowing review by Jon Kerzner in Canadian
Literaturerecently. Kerzner praises the clarity of Susan's poems
and says, "Ioannou's family illuminates her life.... Rooms,
memories and events compose themselves like works of art. In

Stage
The superb cast of A Little Bit of Fluff
deserve to have their names go down in
Arts and Letters Club's history. John
Rammell, Betty Trott, Rod Wilkinson,
Nicole Pepper, Rob Prince, Peter
Hart, Monty Larkin, Karina Rammell
and Violet Thresher were every bit as
good as their director, Isaac Pfaff,
promised they would be. The production
crew, Michael Copp, Jonathan
Harpur, Michael Spence, Rebecca
Thomas, Diana Hore, Nicole Pepper,
Sylvia Ciuciura, Steven Bulger, Valia
Reinsalu, James Leitch (set designer),
Bill Vance, Judith Graham and Violet
Thresher (producer), all contributed to
the many laughs and the $2,000 profit of
the show.
Monthly playreadings started

each case the moment inspires a luminous apprehension
associated with love, grace, ease or certainty. At their best, the
verses seem effortlessly melodic...."
On several occasions the Literary Table has enjoyed listening
to Susan reading her poems or her short stories.
The Great Hall has been rented on November 26, from 4-7
p.m., for the launch of Edward Parker's autobiography, "I didn't
come to stay." Ilene Parker informs us that her late husband's
publisher is National Heritage Books. Parker is described as "a
creative, energetic innovator," the founder of the Ryerson School
of Journalism, and a nationally known journalist and public
relations adviser to both C.D. Howe and Tommy Douglas.
Advising two such disparate politicians would take a person
of rare talent!
Club members are invited to attend.
Is there anything Zora Buchanan can't do? On December 4 she
will be one of the featured storytellers at the National
Storytelling Theatre fundraiser. Zora will tell of her childhood
memories of Christmases spent in New York as a Scottish
evacuee in the 1940s.
The Mystery Review, a quarterly publication for mystery readers,
is the perfect vehicle for David Skene-Melvin, administrator of
the Crime Writers of Canada and our club's librarian. David,
described by editor Barbara Davey as "a true scholar of the
mystery genre," is to contribute a three-part series called
CriminalClefs, Crime FictionBased on True Crime, in which he
examines Canadian, British and American romans d clef. The
first part appears in the current issue and focuses on Canadian
authors who have utilized a real criminal event as the basis for
their fiction.
Don't miss Richard Outram's launch of his new book of
poems, Mogul Recollected (published by Porcupine's Quill) in
the Taddle Creek Reading Series on Thursday, November 25,
at the Palmerston Library, 560 Palmerston Avenue, Toronto, at
7:30 p.m. Free admission.

Thursday, November 4 at 6:30 p.m. and
will continue on the first Thursday of
each month. All readings will be run by
Nicole Pepper; please contact Nicole or
Isaac Pfaff for details.
The Boar's Head skit will be directed
this year by Nicole Pepper.
Isaac Pfaff will direct a one-act
comedy for LAMPSweek, as well as a
skit for the Spring Revue.

architect. Previous winners include Dora
Mavor Moore, mother of Mavor Moore,
Floyd Chalmers and Ed Mirvish.

Architecture

Painting

The club is now hosting meetings of the
Drama Bench of the Canadian Theatre
Critics' Association, one of whose
eminent members is Herbert
Whittaker. The1993 Drama Bench
Award was recently presented to Peter
Smith, architect of Ed Mirvish's
Princess of Wales theatre. This is the
first time the award has gone to an

It's Fall Clean-up Time. Will all artists
please check the third floor for
previously exhibited art work, including
birds, that are being stored at the club.
Any works not claimed by November 30
will be donated appropriately or go in the
club auction.
continued on page 4
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Sculpture
A bas-relief portrait of the late Sir
Ernest MacMillan, by Frances Gage,
was unveiled at the Royal Conservatory
of Music, Toronto, in September.

He said the class was still life?
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Jack Carr tells us "that the lovely midOctober colours in Haliburton were
enjoyed by the happy band of club
members and friends who congregated at
Laurentian Lodge for our semi-annual
painting weekend. We have had better
weather in the past but, nevertheless,
there was a tremendous production of
sketches and paintings to exhibit. We
would have liked to see more of our
members there (many had exhibition
commitments), but it was still a
successful weekend."
Bill Sherman will have a one-day
exhibition of his paintings at the
Women's Art Association, 23 Prince
Arthur Avenue, Toronto, on Saturday,
November 27 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
John Dunbar McLean's exhibition and
sale of works on paper is at the
McLaren-Barnes Gallery,
133 Reynolds Street, Oakville,
4

November 28-December 11. John will
be present at the opening, Sunday,
November 28 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Ron Bolt will be exhibiting his East
Coast paintings at Nancy Poole's Studio,
16 Hazelton Avenue, Toronto,
November 20 to December 2. Ron will
be at the show on November 20 from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m.
On November 26, David Mitchell and
Janet McNaught will open the Mitchell
McNaught Gallery at 191 James Street
South, Hamilton.
Is there a frustrated artist lurking
within?

If so, we heartily recommend you break
out and give it a try. At the following
two classes, a welcome initiative of the
Art Committee, John Joy has been using
his considerable artistic and teaching
skills for the benefit of eager but less

talented members and friends.
John gave a demonstration to the first
Saturday morning Inner City children's
classes, attended by a dozen young
people as well as some not-so-young
club members.
On Mondays, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(with a break for lunch and small talk),
John has been instructing a small group
of members and friends on still-life
drawing and painting. Skills range from
raw beginners to graduates of Central
Tech (we won't say what year), and
everyone involved agrees that it's very
instructive and great fun to boot. So
don't be shy; you don't have to be a
budding artist; wannabes are welcome
too and there's room for lots more. Cost
is a mere $10 per session and it goes into
club coffers.
So do yourself (and the artist within)
a favour, as well as help the club by
calling John Joy or Molly.

Miscellany
Don't ex the President
On recently being referred to as an exPresident, Ernest Sirluck, not a man to
be taken lightly, gently chided the
speaker (none other than your not-soliterate editor): "ex-Presidents are those
that get shot; former or past Presidents
retire from office."
Congratulations to Virginia Cooper,
who is now Dr. Cooper. Ginny recently
completed her Ed.D at OISE and will
now have more time to devote to her
psychotherapy and counselling practice.
The new telephone list is a winner!
Many thanks to Margaret McBurney
who, with the assistance of proofreaders

Rod Austin and Geoff Dean, managed
to get the Little Red Book out in record
time. The new, pocket-size format is a
great improvement.
Canada Geese fly Lishmanair
Last month we mentioned Bill
Lishman's successful battle against the
philistines who would have removed his
sculpture from the lobby of a public
building.
More recently, Bill has been in the
news for a rather different initiative. He
persuaded 18 Canada geese to follow
him anywhere--to a conservation area in
Virginia, to be precise! The geese were
hand raised and "imprinted" on Bill and
his ultralight flying machine, following
him as he showed them how to migrate
south. The TV film of this modem

odyssey, as it took off at dawn from a
site close to the Lishman's Scugog
property, was something to behold.
In spring, Bill and his partner plan to
lead them back again.
Mail for club members is filed
alphabetically in the baskets beside the
kitchen door. From the look of some
dogeared envelopes in the baskets, not
everyone is checking regularly.

Obituary
It was brought to our attention by Irene
Johnson that we failed to acknowledge
in Lampsletter the death of Ruth
Collier, on July 19, 1993. Ruth had been
ill for some time. Both she and her late
husband, Al Collier, were active
participants in the club's programmes.

If Connie Briant, our meticulous treasurer and chair of finance,
had her way, every new member would be encouraged-perhaps
even required-to read The Story of the Club, written in 1945 by
Gus Bridle, one of our founders.
"When I read it myself, quite recently," she says, "I found I
had been unintentionally stepping on some of our traditions."
These traditions, she is convinced, are worth preserving. They
include such important items as the Boar's Head Banquet and the
Spring Revue, and lesser ones like the singing of the
constitution, the designation of P for a professional member ("I
like to say that I belong to a club where 60 percent of the
membership are professionals in the arts"); also the round table,
and the refectory tables which, incidentally, she prefers without
table cloths at lunch because the bare boards are traditional--and
cosier.
Connie, who joined us in March, 1986, in time to administer
the all-important debentures that made purchase of our building
possible, is a professor of economics at Ryerson, where she has
taught for 31 years.
With people like Connie directing our finances, our mortgage
has been reduced from about $550,000 to just over $300,000,
and we will be free of debt in 10 years (DV, as they hasten to
add in religious circles). But she points out that we were greatly
assisted by two significant windfalls: the sale of a 1911 painting
by Lawren Harris, another revered founding member, and a
bequest of $170,000 by photographer Randolph MacDonald, a
life member when he died in 1990.
Connie contributes another dimension to our club. She has a
pleasant mezzo-soprano voice that she raises in song at every
Spring Revue and on other occasions. "If I had had my druthers
in life I would have been a singer," she admits. She and husband
David live in Rosedale where they have raised three children and
delight in two grandchildren.
But she has the caution of an economics professor. Is the club
in good shape now? "Much better than two years ago," she
replies.
Fergus Cronin
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Membership: who's new

Further odes to bare boards...

Welcome to:

Remember that poem of Jim Parr's about the use of clean white linen at lunchtime?

Sherry Boeckh, professional, writer,
contributor to Canadian magazines and
former staffer with the CBC, the Toronto
Telegram and federal and Ontario
governments as a speech writer.
Interested also in theatre and painting; in
fact, Sherry did the makeup for the
Spring Revue. Proposer: Virginia
Cooper.

Jim didn't approve.
Well, it seems that the subject has not exactly caught the imagination of the club's
wordsmiths, although we did receive two responses (one of them extracted from a
reluctant Ken Purvis):
Thanks for the invitation but I won't wax wroth
On the presence or absence of a tablecloth.
Jack Downing, on the other hand, was completely spontaneous:
The case for elegance
There seems to be some mild dissension
to the manager's expressed intention
to place white linen on the tablewe hope the offer's not a fable.

Evelyn Yates, member. Evelyn is
interested in most LAMPS disciplines
and is planning an Edwardian play, an
essay on Huguenots in Canada, a
Papineau short story and "getting back to
painting in oils and watercolour."
Proposer: Violet Thresher.

The club has members of all classes
from upper crust to common masses.
Ladies dress from crepe to fur,
all types of men-at least one "Sir."

Sybil Young, professional, a journalist
with many years' experience in Fleet
Street, Maclean Hunter and Telemedia.
Sybil specializes in design, decor and
travel subjects and looks forward to
meeting others interested in literature
and art in general. Proposer: Jane
Champagne.
Eleanor Smith, nonresident. After living
18 years in Rome, Eleanor returned to
Canada and took a BA in archaeology.
She is involved in historic preservation
in Fergus, where she lives, and plans to
take part in the club's art activities,
including sketching excursions, as well
as literary programmes. Proposer: Harry
Coughey.
Margaret Banks, nonresident, author
and consultant. Librarian at Western's
Law School for many years, Margaret is
writing a biography of Sir John Bourinot,
former clerk of the House of Commons,
and hopes to participate in club
activities, especially literary, when she is
in town from London. Proposer: Derek
Aylen.
Thelma Ledgerwood, member. Thelma
is a painter who has participated in
numerous group shows and is
represented in private collections in
Canada, Britain, Australia and the United
States. Thelma is also a singer and looks

forward to sharing her enthusiasms in the
club's programmes. Proposer: Les
Tibbles.
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Now, one male member-name of Parr
has had the nerve to go too far.
He writes to gain the club's accord
to keep us dining on the board.
(His attitude I must abhor
we might as well eat on the floor.)
Let's just ignore his churlish letter:
White linen would be surely better.
(P.S. Actually, Jim, I agree with you, but couldn't resist the challenge to rebut. J.D.)
And Connie Briant, the subject of this month's People of the Club, also, in passing,
agrees with Jim.

Library Report
In return for the club having provided some assistance in the writing, William
Kilbourne has donated a copy of his Intimate Grandeur;one hundred years at Massey
Hall to the library.
Other books donated recently:
Whittaker'sTheatricals, by Herbert Whittaker, donated by Kirk Howard, whose
Dundurn Press published the book.
Ed Mirvish's How to Build an Empire on an Orange Crate, donated by the author.
Canadaand Mr. Diefenbaker, by late member Burton Richardson, donated by Kay
Kritzwiser.
David Skene-Melvin
We should have known that Monty Larkin wouldn't be able to resist the challenge of
the Duke of Edinburgh's most recentfaux pas:
PHILIP'S WORLD WILDLIFE FUNWildlife buffs who meet prim city slickers
If you're playing for swoons, not just snickers
Talk of tigers and trees
Or the birds and the bees

But don't ask if they're wearing mink knickers!

Editor: Freda Fyles
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LITERARY TABLE
We meet only twice at lunch during December:
Tuesday, Dec. 7:
Donald Sutherland, "Writers' Diaries"
Tuesday, Dec. 14: Wentworth Walker, "Sir Edmund
Walker: Facets of a creative life."
NOTICE: Please note this change in the November Literary
Table schedule and venue:
Tuesday, Nov. 30 in the Great Hall:
Herbert Whittaker introduces his new book
Whittaker's Theatricals.
"THE WRITERS" GROUP
This lively new group meets again on Tuesday, Dec. 7
at 7 p.m. Writers and wannabes welcome!

MUSIC TABLE LUNCHEON
featuring the
CAMBRIAN ENSEMBLE
This talented ensemble unites Nancy Antonacci (piano), Mary
Evens (cello), Marilyn Meyer (viola) and Agnes Roberts (violin)
in the performance of the Piano Quartet in G Minor, Opus 25,
by Johannes Brahms.
Luncheon buffet at noon, Thursday, Dec. 2.
Price $10 (tax included)
Concert begins at 1 p.m.
REMINDER: THE GRYPHON TRIO
Three artists-in-residence at the Royal Conservatory perform
after luncheon: Thursday, Nov. 25.

CAROL SING AND SILENT AUCTION OF CHRISTMAS
POSTERS, MONDAY, DEC. 6.
An eventful evening! First, our Club Night dinner; then, a Carol
sing accompanied by Malcolm McGrath at the piano; last, the
start of the silent auction bids for Christmas posters.
Bar, 5 p.m. Dinner, 6 p.m. Price, $15.
GREAT HALL DECORATION DAY
SATURDAY DEC. 4, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Come help us decorate-and, incidentally, enjoy the traditional
party and complimentary refreshments. No previous
experience necessary and a good time guaranteed.
PLEASE LET MOLLY KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING.
REMINDER: Company's coming to dinner:
THE TORONTO PRESS CLUB
During the summer weeks when our club was closed,
members of the Press Club were our hosts. Now it's our turn!
Please attend and help make them welcome. A fine meal (at a
great price) is promised.
Monday, Nov. 22. Bar opens at 5 p.m. Dinner's at 6.

Next Newsletter Deadline:
1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3 at the latest!

IT'S CHRISTMAS POSTER TIME AGAIN!
Submission Deadline: SATURDAY, DEC. 4 at 10 a.m.
Traditionally, artists in the club have been invited to design
posters on the Christmas theme, to be sold by silent auction to
raise money for club projects (this year, an upgrade of display
lighting in the Great Hall).
The Art Committee now opens the event to ANY member who
wishes to submit a poster.
FORMAT:
30" x 40" card (available at the club) which may
be worked on directly or simply used as a backing
THEME:
Appropriate to the holiday season
MEDIUM:
Be as creative as you choose
DEADLINE:
Date and time above. Please don't be late!
REMINDER: PHILIPPA FAULKNER M.F.A., R.C.A.
RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITION-Nov. 22 until Dec. 3.
A marvellous retrospective by one of the club's most
distinguished members: Philippa graduated from the famous
Parsons School of art and has studied in Canada, the United
States, Mexico, Italy and Spain.
COMING IN JANUARY:
Annual juried show of members' drawings.
Up to 3 pieces, of any size, may be submitted.
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 8, 1994.
OPENING: Monday, Jan. 10, from 5-9 p.m.
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THE BOAR'S HEAD DINNER
This much-loved event is expected again to be an early
sellout-especially since the price is the same as in 1992. So
make your prepaid reservation very soon!
Thursday, Dec. 16 and Friday, Dec. 17 only in the Great Hall.
Tabards and costumes, 6 p.m. Bar opens 6:30 p.m.
Procession and dinner 7:30 p.m.
PRICE: $45 per person.
FESTIVE CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON BUFFETS
A club tradition--bring family and friends. Registration, 11:30
a.m., lunch at noon. Jack Yocom at the Great Hall piano. Price
$17.50, children under 12 half price. Please reserve.
Wednesday, Dec. 22 and Thursday, Dec. 23.
ADVANCE NOTICE:
A club tradition in the making: a delicious Twelfth Night
luncheon on Thursday, Jan. 6 at noon.
Bring your friends and family! Ron Sorley plays piano-and
you have one last chance to bid on the Christmas posters.
r
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NEW PLAY READING SERIES
The no-stage-fright way to get into the theatre: meet in the
Lamps room at 6:30 p.m. the FIRST THURSDAY of each
month to read from a variety of plays selected for your
enjoyment. Next reading: Thursday, Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m.
"What's On" Editor: Pat Harvie
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December
4
Music Table:
Cambrian
Ensemble, 1 p.m.

Great Hall rented
(p.m.)

Great Hall
poster
hanging/decor
9 a.m.

Great Hall rented

LAMPSLETTER
deadline

Great Hall
rented (p.m.)

9

10

11

Great Hall

Daytime

rented

Painting
10 a.m.

Play Reading
6:30 p.m.
Lamps room

5

6

7

Christmas Poster

Literary Table:

show opens
Daytime Painting
10 a.m.1

Art Cte, 4:30 p.m.

Club Night: Carol

sing/poster auction

Painting Group

7 p.m.

12

19

8

Donald
Sutherland

Daytime Painting
10 a.m.

Comm. Cte

Great Hall

Writers' Group

rented

7 p.m.

Great Hall rented

14

Daytime Painting
10 a.m.
Exec. Cte
Club Night
Painting Group
7 p.m.

Literary Table:
Wentworth
Walker
Great Hall
rented

20

21

Club Night

No Literary
Table

Painting Group
7 p.m.

16

17

18

Closed at lunch
Boar's Head
Dinner from
6 p.m.

Daytime
Painting,
a.m.
Closed at lunch
Boars Head
Dinner from
6 p.m.

Great Hall
rented

22

23

24

25

Christmas
Luncheon
11:30 for noon

Christmas
Luncheon
11:30 for noon

15

13

Club Closed
until
January 3rd

Saturday, December 25th, 1993-Sunday, January 2nd, 1994: Club Closed
NOVEMBER: Cale ndar
Monday, Novembe r 22nd:

Faulkner Show Opens
Club Night: Press Club

Thursday, Novemb»er 25th:

Music Lunch: Gryphon Trio

Tuesday, Novemb(er 30th:

Literary Table: Herbert Whittaker (Great Hall)

JANUARY, 1994: Special Events
Thursday, January 6th:

Twelfth Night Luncheon. Noon

Friday, January 8th:

Submissions For Members' Drawing Show

Monday, January 10th:

Members' Drawing Show Opens

Thursday, January 20th

Luncheon Song Recital
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President's Column
Two thousand years ago a man came to bring peace
and goodwill to men. To some He has become a saviour: to others a matter of indifference or even scorn.
But His herald of peace and goodwill is still a wish
as urgent now as it was in the days of the Roman
Empire. There is an appalling lack of peace, both
internationally and personally, and goodwill is
issued sparingly, as if we were in danger of running
out of it.
We are at the end of 1993. By any measure it was
not a year of great achievement. The recession was
all pervasive. Organized violence and war commanded our jaded attention, as atrocities were
reported from Ireland, Ethiopia, Yugoslavia, Israel,
and even the streets of our cities. Will 1994 be
another such year? Is the world to be forever denied
peace and goodwill?
Have faith! I am convinced, and I hope that you
are too, that the good in this world far exceeds the
evil. Unfortunately, evil gets better press. But when
you see struggling families willing to give to those
who have still less; when you see artists living below
the poverty line and yet still creating exceptional art;
when you see enemies, whose lethal animosity predates Christ, sitting down at a peace table together to
talk about their mutual weariness of war; then you
know that hope is alive. Perhaps hope will lead to
love. St. Paul argued that the three
greatest gifts were faith, hope and
J>
love. You know, they are not
beyond our reach.
Christmas 1993 will be a time
S^
of festivity, as it has been for more
than a millennium. Some will celebrate the birth of Christ; some will
celebrate the re-dedication of the
Temple; some will just celebrate.
But it's a time when goodwill will
flow as freely as wine. And if we
have goodwill, can peace be far

i1

You can help!
Our treasurer, Connie Briant, has an urgent plea:
Unfortunately, what I must report halfway through our financial year
is not good news. Membership fees and initiations are $13,000 less than
last year at this time and seem likely to be $25,000 less than our membership chair had expected. There are, however, a few bright lights in the
statements such as donations of $2,000, additional debenture interest forgiven of $2,500, and Bob Gerrard's catering report.
This year's catering revenues, including space rentals, are running
well ahead of last year. This is due to an increase in non-club functions,
which is somewhat offset by a decrease in member use.
The total number of members in the club is down only slightly. The
lower fees revenue is due to a change in the composition of the membership: more nonresidents, juniors and spouses.
The Finance Committee has recommended to the Executive that some
fundraising activity be undertaken. We don't believe we'll run short of
cash to pay our bills, but we are reluctant to end the year in a deficit. We
all know too well what a problem deficits can become!
There is something you can do to help. Will you please bring potential members to the club for lunch or a look at the current art show. We
need compatible new members.

behind?
Merry Christmas. Peace be with

you.
Lyman

Sketch by Arthur Steven
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Editorial
At this ho-ho-ho time of the year it is
good to recognise the many people who
have helped get this newsletter out of the
gate for the past six months. My thanks
to:
Pat Harvie, who has shaped and
moulded the What's On section of
Lampsletter to its present crisp readability. And all this despite breaking her leg
in three places. Ouch.
Jane Champagne, copy editor,
whose flying red pencil makes mincemeat (topical reference) of errant punctuation, spelling, syntax and other horrors.
Watching Jane attack a draft is a great
learning experience.
Molly Smith and Bob Gerrard who
are never too busy to provide us with
information.
Carolyn and Gary Metcalfe of Fine
Impressions who patiently and professionally manage to squeeze about 13
pages of material into a pretty nice package, and in record time.
Margaret McBurney and Ann
Schabas who have been ready and willing when called on to guest and copy
edit.
And thank you to our regular contributors:
The fellow on the pedestal comes first

for unfailing punctuality, copy properly
spell-checked and word-counted. Thank

you, Lyman Henderson.
Fergus Cronin, whose People of the
Club are always interesting.
Howard Gerring, for his articles on
our long and varied history.
The limerickmeister himself, Monty
Larkin, who has accepted with Irish
grace my red pencilling of his Capital
Letters.
The artists who have provided us with
a library of sketches: John Joy, Stephen
Quinlan, Murray Stewart, Arthur

Steven, Ray Cattell and Pat Harvie.
And to everyone else: contributors of
all shapes and sizes, critics of every persuasion and, my personal favourites,
those who actually like to read
Lampsletter. Happy Holidays, however
you celebrate them.
Freda Fyles
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It's not too late !
If you meant to send a cheque to the
Staff Gratuity Fund but forgot to do so,
please do it now. While we like to dis-

tribute gratuities a week before
Christmas, there are always a few late
ones and so we make a final distribution
after the holidays.
Please help us show our staff how
much we appreciate their services. Make
your cheque payable to the Arts and
Letters Club and mark your envelope

"Gratuity Fund."

Affiliated clubs
Thanks to the efforts of Zora Buchanan
and Gordon Fulton, we are now affiliated with the Scottish Arts Club in
Edinburgh. If your travel plans include
Bonnie Scotland, be sure to check their
brochure in the office.
Last month we published news of a couple of clubs in London, England. We are
looking into affiliation with the New
Cavendish Club, whose residential and
dining facilities were recommended by
Jacqueline Ellins and Merla
McMurray; we are already affiliated
with the Savage Club, which neither
admits women nor offers accommodation!
Raymond Peringer has provided
excerpts from his diary, recording a visit
he and other club members made to the
Cliff Dwellers Club, in Chicago.
It is well worth a visit. Facilities consist of a dining hall, library and a meeting room. There is a wonderful view
from the balcony, where meals are
served in good weather, across the Art
Institute and over Lake Michigan. Lunch
and dinner are served each weekday and
lunch on Saturday. A literary group
meets Monday evening and there are
regular speakers on the arts.
As for the name: Raymond says it
was chosen by the founder (in 1907)
because he was interested in the cliff
dwellers of New Mexico. One of its
claims to fame is that it gave free meals

to Louis Sullivan, the great architect,
when he fell on hard times.

Gift Suggestions
Have you noticed the dashing Arts and
Letters Club crests on many members'
jackets? They are very handsome and are
available at a special price of $50 (plus
tax) so long as there is a minimum order
of 25. At present there are eight orders.
If you are interested in having a crest,
please sign the list on the notice board by
the Great Hall. When you order, please
give your cheque to Molly; the crest will
be ready within two months. But we
need a minimum of 17 more customers.
Would those who have already ordered
please give their names to Molly again,
as it appears that the original list has
been "tidied."
The crests make marvelous gifts!
Speaking of club memorabilia: have
you seen the merchandise displayed in
the lower level? There's a range of items,
perfect for gift-giving, and many of them
have the club insignia, a beautiful Viking
ship. There are T-shirts ($13.00), sweat
shirts ($32.00), ties (straight and bow$23.00), tie tacks ($23.00), The Longship
Review ($8.00), club notes with an ink
sketch of the Elm Street facade (no message-$7.50), and mugs ($9.20). Molly
would be happy to take your order in
time for Christmas giving.

Library
Our thanks for the following publications, the subjects of which are an important part of our history : Ted Herriott for
his Sunday mornings with Cass; conversations with A.J. Casson, given in return
for archival assistance. J. Kirk Howard
for Light for a Cold Land: Lawren
Harris'swork and life; an interpretation.
A recent acquisition is The Canadian
obituary record;a biographicaldictionary of Canadianswho died in 1992.

Literature

Archives

Authors Anonymous?

Herbert A. Clark was a charter member
of the club, and a good friend of
Augustus Bridle. Around the turn of the
century, while travelling out west, Gus
wrote letters to his friend. Herbert's
daughter, Mattie Clark of Toronto, has
donated eight of these to the archives.
Although predating the club by several
years, they do give insight into our club
founder's interests. Unfortunately, some
of the handwriting in the letters is a bit
scratchy. We need a volunteer 1t t1~E
these letters. about 12 pages in all. in
order to make them accessible to
researchers. Please contact me. Also
from the Clark estate, we have received a
copy of A Backwoods Christmas. It is a
10-page "homely sketch of how
Christmas was kept in Old Ontario" written by Gus Bridle in 1910, with illustrations by Thomas Garland Greene and
cover design by J.E.H. MacDonald.

Bets Reynolds is trying very hard to
assemble a complete catalogue of our
authors, names of their books, dates of
publication, and so on. So please, all you
shrinking violets, leave your name and
the details of your books in an envelope
in the Communications box beside the
kitchen door, addressed to Books by
Members, c/o Bets Reynolds.
The Shelburne Arts Council newsletter is
edited by Jack Dowling, who is also a
regular at the Literary Table. The current
issue has a cover by Doris Hamilton, as
well as an article about her busy life in
Hornings Mills, Ontario.

Theatre historian Anton Wagner, managing editor/director of research for the
World Encyclopedia of Contemporary

Theatre, writes from York University to
tell us that the late playwright and member Herman Voaden endowed a New
Canadian Play Summer Workshop at
Queen's University.

During this interregnum of archivists, I
have been remiss in acknowledging
recent gifts. For photographs and other
material, thank you to: Geoffrey
Armstrong, Zora Buchanan, Jack
Carr, John Cozens, Ann Henderson,
Jeanie Hersenhoren, Leon Katz, Marg
McBurney, Isaac Pfaff, Stephen
Quinlan, Jack Secord, Bill Sherman
and Wentworth Walker. Special thanks
to Harry Coughey for framing the
Arthur Gelber photograph now hanging
in the front hallway.
Raymond Peringer

Cal Wilson has donated a large number
of slides of his 28 years in the Spring
Revue. Thanks Cal.

Painting
Kate Graham wants to set the record
right. Recently we described her incorrectly as the first living Canadian to sell
her work to the British Museum. It
appears that her work joins that of several other Canadians in that august institution.
News from Ruth Tulving, nominations
chair of the Royal Canadian Academy of
Arts, that Pat Fairhead was among
those recently elected to the Academy.
Members of the RCA Council include
Ray Cattell and George Cuthbertson.
Five of D.D. Gadjanski's acrylic
abstract paintings were in the National
Ballet Art Committee's recent show at
the O'Keefe Centre. D.D. is president of
the Toronto Watercolour Society.
The Willowdale home of Mildred and
Les Tibbles was transformed into an art
gallery last month for an exhibition of
Les's recent paintings.

The new holiday brochure for the
Royal Ontario Museum's
Reproductions Shop is handsomely
illustrated by Sylvia Kirkpatrick.
John Sullivan and Ken Purvis went
to Ottawa recently to view Barnett
Newman's Voice of Fire and Mark
Rothko's No. 16 at the National
Gallery. Verdict of both: the Newman
is stunning in its effect, impressive in
its execution, and beautifully displayed. The Rothko is good, and the
gallery should be commended for
acquiring it, but in the opinion of
these highly objective critics, cannot
compare with the Rothko at the Art
Gallery of Ontario.
Nothing if not versatile, our contributors became restaurant critics
and approved of the salads and the
view from the gallery restaurant, with
the added enjoyment of choosing
from a menu illustrated with the same
view by Loi Hathaway.

Philippa Faulkner, whose paintings
were exhibited at the club during
November, writes to thank all the members and staff who assisted in organizing
the show. In particular, Philippa mentions Christopher Adeney, who put it
all together.
"I do not recall ever seeing my paintings so well exhibited--and I am grateful to all my friends who contributed to
the success of my show," Philippa says.
John Joy thanks Moya Gillett and all
who assisted her with the Saturday
morning art classes. She did a splendid
job with the young students and John
would like more members to see the
work that was done by the students. He
would also like some more members to
assist with the classes.

Rod Staples will be exhibiting his paintings at the North York Central Library,
5120 Yonge Street, during the month of
January.
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News from a
(sort of) foreign
country came...
(with apologies to
Alberto Manguel)
British Columbia is a bit foreign to some
of us; but not to Gordon Fulton, who
faxed us from Courtney, Vancouver
Island, where he is anxiously waiting for
snow. Gord, who is to teach skiing this
winter at Mount Washington Resort,
writes:

"After collecting my mail (no mountain delivery) and seeing the familiar and
friendly A & L masthead of the
November Lampsletter, I hastened to
my winter home. While hastening, I
searched for mud to mess up my pristine
white snowboots so I won't look so new
to mountain living. Alas, no mud, only
snow, tons if it; yet in Courtenay, 25 km
away (where it rains), they stare at my
car covered in snow."
Gord goes on to rhapsodize about a
perfect situation in which he enjoys
breakfast seated in a comfy chair, a
Mozart sonata in the background, an
exceptional mountain view but, alas, no
pipe.
A reference to his departure in
Lampsletter completely overwhelmed
him, though he was not too overwhelmed
to quibble about what we called his
"extravagant" ties!
He misses the friendship and fellowship of the club, although the people
there (up-islanders) are very friendly and
treat him as an honoured guest.
"Part of adventure means leaving
important people and places behind," he
says, "but knowing also that you can
return. I'm here in this beautiful scenic
environment to play out one of my retirement dreams-to teach skiing full time
for one year at a major resort. In addition
I am handling the snow and skiing condition reports to the island media, so a lifelong dream of being on radio is also
being acted out."

We expect to hear regularly from foreign
correspondent Gord.
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Historical Notes

Miscellany

Sir Ernest MacMillan (1893-1973)
Early in December the Toronto
Symphony presented a special tribute to
commemorate the 100th birthday of former club president Sir Ernest
MacMillan. At the same time it featured
in its programme a very interesting
"Tribute to Sir Ernest," by Ezra
Schabas. Ezra, Professor Emeritus at the
Faculty of Music, University of Toronto,
and a former principal of the Royal
Conservatory of Music, has also written

A recent issue of the Orth and Arth
News, published by the Orthopaedic and
Arthritic Hospital, pays tribute to John
F. Irwin, former president of our club.
As a member of the Hospital's
Foundation Board of Directors for several years, John has been a notable success
as a fundraiser. One of Canada's leading
journalists until his retirement 20 years
ago, the list of John's current interests is
impressive.

The Importanceof Being Canadian:The
Life of Sir Ernest MacMillan 1893-1973,

to be published by the University of
Toronto Press next spring.
MacMillan was a student in Germany
in 1914 and was interned for the duration
of the war. He joined the club in 1919
and served as president for the years
1930-32. He was knighted by King
George V in 1935.
Among his many contributions to the
club was his vigorous playing of The
FirstNoel at our Christmas dinners, a
tradition that has been continued by a
succession of club musicians.
Howard Gerring

Katharine Symons reports on a cultural
exchange being celebrated by her family.
Her great niece, Martha Gordon, who
has been living in the whirlwind of
Johannesburg, was married recently to
Nyana Molete, from Soweto. There were
tribal rejoicings and a loving welcome
for Martha into the tribe and an equally
warm welcome for their new son-in-law
by her parents and other friends from
Canada who attended the ceremony.
Katharine was able to watch the wedding video later, in Toronto, and she says
she felt that she had been there. She is
looking forward to meeting her new
great nephew when he and Martha visit
Toronto at Christmas.
When it comes to anything cultural,
Arthur Gelber speaks with authority so
it was good to see his recent letter in the
newspaper suggesting that AGO director
Glenn Lowry act on his belief that the
public and art professionals should be
communicating better. Arthur's approach
is for Lowry to get slides of those acquisitions by the National Gallery that are
the subject of present controversy and
hold public discussions at the AGO.

Round
un
up the
Tte

spects

l

usual

SUspects •

Who was recently described in a certain
newspaper as a business and arts booster
who wears his silver hair shoulder length
and was easily the bestdressed man of
the evening in a long frock coat, an
ornate multicoloured vest and a monocle
on a chain? No prizes for naming this
classy guy.
Who is the author of the clever parody
making the rounds? It concerns
princesses and Ps.

For more on the same subject, see the
report of John Sullivan and Ken Purvis,
whose expedition to Ottawa is described
in the Painting section.

Informat

le
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Mary Willan Mason, daughter of former
president Healey Willan, writes:
"The foundation of the estate of
Samuel E. Weir, K.C. has asked me to
write a biography of this former member
of the Arts and Letters Club. I would like
to communicate with anyone who has
memories to share with me. My number
is 481-9909: do please call."

Contributions to Canlit
The challenge at a recent Literary Table was to read your own or another's verse. Bill Rogers, apparently inspired by a Schulz cartoon, produced the following:
Contrary to the widely held view that the literary world is going to the dogs, this bit of verse is offered as evidence to the contrary:
dogs are going to the literary world. I have given it the title-you guessed it--of
DOGGEREL
The first of my erudite dogs was a hound
Who when thoroughly roused would howl cantos by Pound.
The next was a dog of some nondescript breed
Who, oddly enough, would read nothing but Gide.
The third was a thoroughbred spotted Dalmatian
Whose fictional tastes were entirely Balzacian.
He searched till he found a like-minded Alsatian;
Together they read Balzac's total creation.
The fourth was a beautiful golden retriever
Who lived for new works from the pen of John Cheever.
Last came a beautiful red-russet spaniel
Whose tastes ran to novels by Hawthorne, Nathaniel.
She always preferred to live in the stables
In a seven-pronged doghouse provided with gables.
In due course a brood of red puppies she whelped
Which she proudly announced as she joyously yelped
"My word, I'm so thrilled that I'm all of a twitter
Please pause and admire my fine SCARLET LITTER!"

Please watch your Ps and Qs-not to mention your Js and Cs
It must be the season, or something in the air, that has inspired our members to break into verse. This one is from Ray Cattell:
Noises off. Enter Jim Parr,
'Tis the P, or not the P, that is the question:
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous outrage,
Or to take arms against a sea of traditions,
And by opposing, end them?
The motion from Parr, to dispose of his P
would leave just an 'arr, no P.
Replace the P with a C and ah!
There, it's Carr as in Jack not Jim.
If their initial J replaced P and C,
It would then be a Jarr do you see?
'Twas a bit of a jarr to discover that Parr
really wanted no part of the P.
That's par for the course,
or was it Carr for the pause,

i

P

that caused us to leave the P be?
There is no doubt, let's not be without
the eloquence of our Parrs and Carrs,
It's the A and L that casts its spell
for camaraderie well defined,
For what brings us all closer's
On the front of our brochures
"An enduring fellowship of the Arts."
(Or should that be personship?)
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Membership:
who's new
Welcome to:
George Cuthbertson, nonresident.
Yacht designer and former president of
C and C Yachts, now retired. George is
interested in painting, model construction and building renovation (hooray).
Proposer: Ray Cattell.
Sandra Shaw, junior member. A
sculptor whose work has been exhibited
in Canada and the United States, and one
of whose recent works is the bronze bust
of Tom Thomson on permanent display
at the Visitor Centre in Algonquin Park.
Sandra is also interested in writing,
drawing and oil painting. Proposer:
Robert Hume.

Obituary
The report of the death of John Seizer
on November 10, in a Toronto newspaper, included the description, "John
Seizer was an eloquent entrepreneur and
an enthusiastic arts patron." Those who
knew John in both capacities would say
that those adjectives were descriptive of
all areas of his life.
John was a highly respected member
of the business community as cofounder
and chairman of an employee benefits
consulting firm. One significant recognition of his business life was the award of
Freeman of the City of London, particularly appropriate since John was born in
London.
Among his interests in several of the
arts, John was an avid reader and collector of books, making valuable donations
to the Fisher Rare Book Library at the
University of Toronto. His love of music
led to the chairmanship of the Sharon
Music Festival. He and Dorene were
enthusiastic world travellers and photographers.
A member of the club since 1982,
John served on the executive, was chair
of the Communications Committee, and
was an early and continuing participant
at the Literary Table. We will miss
John's knowledgeable, friendly and
unassuming presence among us.
We extend our condolences to Dorene
and the family.
Ken Purvis
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Back to the future
No, Fergus Cronin hasn't left the planet, he's just indulging in a little whimsy:
On this, the 50th anniversary of the inauguration of the club's Writers Group,
variously known as Writers Anonymous
and Writers Ignominious, it is perhaps
fitting to invoke the day it began in 1993.
Older members will recall the Lamps
Room, whose walls carried much of our
art collection, those same walls that
shook with the excitement of the massed
participants who managed to squeeze
inside. Three of them might be considered typical: a former newspaperman, an
accountant who had turned to writing
technical articles, a freelance writer.
The newspaperman, the unanimous
choice for chairman, had to shout to be
heard above the voices. "What is the purpose of the Group?" he asked, rhetorically. After several managed to express
themselves, it became clear that it would
not be just a self-help device with publishing advice for book writers, a means

of encouraging young members and a
source of talent for club publications.
Two essential purposes were outlined by
a wrinkled, bearded fellow who had seen
-and risen above-his share of rejection slips over the decades.
"Writing," he said, "is a solitary occupation. Writers need to rub shoulders
with their peers; the opportunity to compare anecdotes of inept editors is essential for our sanity. But even more than
that, we need this group to justify the
name of our club. It is, after all, the Arts
and Letters Club." His words, repeated
many times over the past half century,
can still bring tears to the tired eyes of
older members.
There was much more said on that
august occasion, but those in attendance
could stand just so much excitement. So,
after courageously setting a date for the
second meeting, all three of us went
home.

An important notice about dinner reservations
The House Committee reminds members that they must reserve for Monday night dinners. Recently, 12 people booked for dinner and over 40 showed up! This makes it
extremely difficult for our staff to serve everyone a good dinner.
Another reminder: even if you phone and make a reservation, you are not guaranteed
your first choice of menu. The rule is: first come, first served.

Coming inFebruary: LAMPSWEEK
Details later, but we'll whet your appetite for the joys to come (and plan for) with
this brief Preview of Events during this very special week in the life of the Club.
Monday evening,

FEB 21 (STAGE): Ballet and One-Act Comedy

Tuesday lunchtime, FEB 22 (LITERATURE): Guest Speaker Margaret McBurney
Wednesday lunch, FEB 23 (ARCHITECTURE): Guest Speaker Eberhart Zeidler
Thursday evening, FEB 24 (MUSIC): The York Minstrels Show Choir
Friday lunchtime,

FEB 25 (PAINTING): Matthew Teitelbaum(AGO), Joan
Murray, Franklin Arbuckle and Pat Fairhead debate the issue
of whether Ontario's artists get a fair deal from our public
galleries.

Editor:
"What's On" editor:
Copy editor:

I

Freda Fyles
Pat Harvie
Jane Champagne

LITERARY TABLE
As usual, we offer a month full of enjoyable exercise for the
mind:
Tuesday, Jan 4: The Best Reading of 1993: open
discussion
Tuesday, Jan 11: The Dictionary of Canadian Biography:
Professor Ramsay Cook
Tuesday, Jan 18: Thomas Hardy's Library and What
Happened to it. Michael Millgate
Tuesday, Jan 25: Current Publishing Trends: Douglas
Gibson

In the Boardroom at noon. Light luncheon,
just $5.65 (tax extra).

i~r~rmrr
LUNCHEON RECITAL
DIANE da CAMARA, SOPRANO
"An American Sampler"
Songs by Bernstein, Gershwin, Porter and Rorem are
performed by this talented soprano who performs with many
local groups and is soloist at St. Margaret's Anglican Church.
She is currently appearing in "Orpheus in the Underworld" at
the Bluma Appel Theatre.
THURSDAY, JAN 20
Luncheon buffet at noon, Concert starts at 1 p.m.
Price $8.70 (tax extra)

Icmr;i~mmrm
TWELFTH NIGHT LUNCHEON BUFFET
Delightful new Club tradition? Come make it one! Bring friends
and family too. Ron Sorley plays piano, and you have one last
chance to bid on a Christmas poster. Please make reservations.
THURSDAY, JAN 6, 11:30 a.m. for noon
Buffet, $15.22 (tax extra). Children half-price
"MINDS ON THE MOVE"
Good food for the mind... and for the body, too. This session
boasts both a delicious luncheon buffet and a distinguished
guest in the person of Reid Anderson (of the National Ballet).
THURSDAY, JAN 13, at noon
Buffet price, just $8.70 (tax extra)
MEMBERS' DINNER and PAST PRESIDENTS' NIGHT
Guest Speaker, JOHN ROBSON
University of Toronto Professor Emeritus John Robson is
general editor of the Collected Works of Northrop Frye. His
topic will be: "A HUMANIST LOOKS AT THE COMPUTER: IS
THERE A DOS IN THE HOUSE?"
And, of course, it is always a pleasure to renew acquaintance
with our distinguished Past Presidents. A Members-only event
and, as always, a very fine value for the price.
WEDNESDAY, JAN 19. Bar opens: 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 7
Price $17.35 (tax extra)

ANNUAL JURIED SHOW OF MEMBERS' DRAWINGS
Submission Deadline: SATURDAY, JAN. 8, at 10 a.m.
OPENING: MONDAY, JAN 10, 5-9 p.m.
Webster defines the word "drawing" as a "sketch," Oxford as a
"representation by lines." We are fairly relaxed about our
definition, and accept a little touch of colour wash or brush
drawing. Up to three pieces may be submitted, of any size.
JURIED SHOW OF MEMBERS' PRINTS
Submission Deadline: SATURDAY, JAN. 29, at 10 a.m.
OPENING: MONDAY, JAN 31, 5-9 p.m.
We have long suspected there are more printmakers in the
Club than empty bottles after the Boar's Head Dinner. So
come out of hiding, here's your chance to exhibit!
ACCEPTED: Lithos, etchings, serigraphs, monoprints,
woodblocks, linocuts. No photographic reproductions, please.
Up to four pieces may be submitted, of any size.

Double your pleasure at both show openings:
STAY FOR OUR DELICIOUS CLUB NIGHT DINNER
ONLY $13.05 (tax extra)

S.

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER
There'll be stories, songs and steaming haggis pudding.
There'll be tartans and traditions. This, definitely, is one of the
highlights of the Club calendar. So get out your kilt and be sure
to make your reservation early. Guests are welcome.
Price for the feast (a bonnie bargain)
just $43 including wines and taxes!
TUESDAY, JAN 25. Bar opens at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 7
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SPRING REVUE 1994
We have the scripts and the basic format for the show. Now we're
inviting everyone interested in being part of it to a get-together at
the club on: SATURDAY, JAN 8, from 10 a.m. to noon
We will read the scripts and thus allow authors to hear them
and make changes, if necessary. Onstage participants can
consider roles they would be interested in and backstage
people will have a chance to see what challenges await them.
SEE YOU THERE
Peter Hart-Producer

Jim Webster-Artistic Director

Next Newsletter Deadline: Friday, Jan. 7, 1 p.m.
Material received after the deadline will be held for the
next month's issue.
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Daytime Painting
10 a.m.
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Prof. Rais
-
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Twelfth Night

Play Reading,
Lamps Rm.,
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deadline, 1 p.m. Spring Revue
Mtg. 10 to noon
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Club Night
Painting Grp. 7 pm.
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Daytime Painting
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ub Night
Painting Group.
7 p.m.

Literary Table:
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Music Table,
noon: Dianeda
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Painting
10 a.m.
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John Robson

Soprano

24
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Daytime Painting
10 a.m.

Literary Table:
Douglas

Great Hall
rented

Daytime
Painting

Painting Group.
7 p.m.

Burns Night

Deadline for
submissions to
,-,----em .FS
P rint
Show

.. ......

30

31
Opening of
Members' Print
Show

Saturday, December 25th, 1993-Sunday, January 2nd, 1994: Club Closed
December, 1993:
Wednesday, December 22
Thursday, December 23:
February, 1994:
February, 21 to 25

Christmas Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. for noon
Christmas Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. for noon
LAMPSWEEK, a whole week in which the Club showcases
its interests and talents with events from all disciplines.
Don't miss it!

