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Your Executive is now making plans to close our building for renovations during the summer of 1990. The architects have submitted draft
plans of the changes to the Fire Department and have received preliminary approval. The working drawings will be sent to a selected list
of contractors for bids within the next two months. Construction is
expected to begin in early June.
Negotiations have begun with the Academy of Medicine on Bloor Street
West at Huron Street to transfer our daily luncheon to their location
for the months of June through September. Our entire staff will
relocate to the Academy during this period to give the contractor
free access to all parts of the building. We hope to be back in our
renovated building by mid to late September. Some construction
activity may persist beyond September in areas of the building which
will not interfere with Club programs. The exact dates of the
construction period will be announced in the next Newsletter.
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All of the Club's artwork, archives, books, memorabilia, records and
other portable property will have to be moved into safe storage,
either within the building or elsewhere. The Vice-President, House,
will be organizing volunteers to carry out the packing, removal and
safe storage of this material. The Art Committee, Curator, Librarian
and Archivist will all be involved. If you want to help out, please
call Jack Carr, or speak to Pat Fairhead, John Snell, David SkeneMelvin or Ray Peringer.
The sale of debentures has now reached a total of $477,500 from 123
members. This is very encouraging and your Executive thanks those
members who have supported the Club in this manner.
If you have not
yet subscribed, please consider doing so soon. Any shortfall in
funding will have to be made up by borrowing from a commercial
lending institution. You can help us to minimize this by sending in
your cheque today. If you have mislaid your debenture application
form, call Molly Smith at the Club office.
Thank you for being an
important part of this significant milestone in the life of the Arts
& Letters Club.

EXECUTIVE NOTES

. A new Members' Telephone List will be printed and distributed
after the election of a new Executive this spring.
It should be
available by September 1.
. The theme of the 1990 Spring Revue is
presented from April 23 to 28.

'Dreams' and it will be
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. The Executive has given permission for the reproduction of a Lismer
sketch in a biography of Grey Owl being prepared by Donald Smith, a
Professor of History at the University of Calgary.
. Memorable quote from a recent Executive meeting:
can commit in this Club is one of presumption".

"The only sin you

. Memorable response: when President Michael Spence declared at one
of the Boar's Head Dinners:
"If I had one wish I could bestow upon
you this evening, it would be that you could share the feeling that
I experience every time I enter this historic building", Rudolf
Stussi was heard throughout the Great Hall as saying:
"The draught"!
NEW MEMBERS

Richard H. Hill, professional,
the Ontario College of Art and
Electric Arts Department.
His
theatre and new media.
He was

is a full-time member of faculty at
a former chairman of its Photo/
interests include literature, painting,
proposed by Ann James.

Mark Buxton, junior member, is a musician/organist employed in the
music office of St. John The Baptist Church on Woodbine Avenue.
He
was proposed by Stanley King.
Margot B. Mackay, professional, is an Associate Professor, Medical
Illustration, at the University of Toronto's Department of Art As
Applied to Medicine.
She was proposed by Audrey Garwood.
Clive Smith, professional, is an animator, film producer and director
and a partner in one of the largest animation production companies in
the world.
He was proposed by Rudolf Stussi.
i/ .......
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Donald M. Fraser, member, originally joined the Club in 1974 but
^-- /later resigned because of business pressures.
Now retired from
teaching classical languages, he was again proposed by Life Member
Bernard Radley.
( Christopher Thomas-Waymark, member, is a seismologist/geophysicist
involved in oil exploration projects in the Middle East and North
Africa.
He is interested in amateur dramatics and was proposed by
John Rammell.
Audrey Colville-Reeves, member, is an associate film producer, an
actress and currently is working on a screenplay.
She was proposed
by Jim Morris.
Gethin James, professional, is a publisher with ACTRA experience as
a reader and performer.
His other interests include the writing of
poetry and prose.
He was proposed by Chris Adeney.
Laura Nashman, junior member, is a musician with a Bachelor of Flute
Performance from the Faculty of Music, University of Toronto.
She
has had concert and orchestral experience and was proposed by
Stanley King.
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Hazel E. Harvey, professional, is an artist painting in watercolour
and acrylics. She is also a member of the Canadian Society of
Painters in Watercolour, the Ontario Society of Artists, the Toronto
Watercolour Society and the Central Ontario Art Association. She was
proposed by Peter Garstang.
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Timothy R. Minton, member, a former investment banker, is the owner
of Minton Fine Art on Davenport Road which specializes in contemporary
British art. He was proposed by Life Member Bernard Radley.
RECENT EVENTS
AT THE CLUB

. The Guest Dinner on November 9 featured a concert of songs and
dance music from the Renaissance period, performed on violas,
recorders and lutes. The musicians performing were David Keenleyside,
Peter Newton, Sarah Blake and Clair Pottinger, with songs by Jean
Edwards.
. Thanks to the fine organizing abilities of Philip Mathias, the beer
tasting evening on November 29 was both enlightening and full of
spirited fun. A very knowledgeable Alastair Fairweather explained
nuances of taste with ten domestic brands, ranging from Upper
Canada's Natural Light to Connor's Imperial Stout. (We were spared
sampling American beer which, as one wag put it, is rather like
making love in a canoe, i.e. "------close to water".) Wellington
County Brewery generously donated quantities of Arkell Best Bitter,
Real Ale and Iron Duke Ale--all of it splendid.
A fine meal, followed by a sing-along with our own incomparable duo,
Jack Yocum and Wilf White, brought this delightful evening to a close.
We might well have echoed the sentiments once expressed in a bit of
19th century doggerel:
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Want to know which I liked best, sir?
Why I like the blooming lot.
When I give up taking all, sir,
Have me, like a soldier, shot.
. Over 50 members and guests attended the photographic 'Multi-Media
Event' on January 11. This event was organized by member Jim Webster
and was a presentation of eight photo-essays, accompanied by recorded
music and voice. They were prepared by a newly formed group of
photographers who call themselves The Photo Essay Group and this was
their first public presentation. Between each showing, Jim Webster
gave a brief history of the development of photography as an art.

The show started with 'Camel Safari', by Bert Coles, a photo-safari
in Africa, accompanied by native music and sounds typical of the
sites visited. Dr. Judit Gaal presented 'Song of Creation - Iroquois
Legend', a selection of Canadian nature and pictorial slides
accompanied by music and poetry. 'The Last of his Tribe', by Barry
Aravandino, offered close-up views, and voice-over of an Australian
aborigine. Bob and Honora Zakrison, experienced photographers of
animals in the wild, presented, respectively, 'Kalahari - Gemsbok',
taken in the Kalahari Desert of Africa, and 'Polar Bears' in
Churchill, Manitoba. Sue Cartner presented dramatic scenes of
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'Yosemite' and Harry Cartner presented 'Desert Sand', a series of
haunting views of sand dunes in shifting light and shadows in Death
Valley. Jim and Fran Webster, changing the pace, showed a set of
slides documenting the classic architecture of 'Colonial Williamsburg'.
. On the night of January 17, Club members met for The Great Debate.
Under the careful timekeeping of Ernest Sirluck, Jim Parr and Michael
Bliss supported the resolution "that government funding for the Arts
be discontinued" with nimbleness of logic and wit. The subject was
opposed by Louis Applebaum and John McKellar with equal verbal
dexterity and humour. Laughter and applause made Ernest work hard
to keep to the schedule.
The audience had an opportunity to challenge the debaters and to
comment on the subject. At the end of the evening everyone agreed
that it was a very "Clublike" event, enjoyable, entertaining and a
draw.
. The Burns Supper this year was held on Saturday, January 27. It
was, in the Club traditions, a great evening and a sold-out event.
President Mike Spence welcomed guests and then turned the evening
over to chairman Monty Larkin, the Club's laureate of limericks, who
could not resist the temptation to give us an Irishman's thoughts on
Burns Night:
Robert Burns nights are such a great 'do'
Patrick's Day needs a gimmick quite new
The only real snag is
Scot's worship their Haggis
But who wants to romance Irish Stew?
With this type of wit and good cheer, he steered members through a
memorable evening, with the rafters throbbing to the 78th Fraser
Highlander's pipes, and the short, barked Regimental commands of
their officer in charge, Paul Federico.
Harry Ferguson slew the haggis, and made a toast to the Twa Lands,
Scotland and Canada. Doctor Hugh Cameron of St. Andrews University
gave the Immortal Memory. Bill Swinton proposed a delightful toast
to the lassies, and Betty Trott produced an equally amusing reply,
ending by kindly calling for a toast to wee poor males. Jean Edwards
performed two traditional settings of Comin' Thru' the Rye and Ye
Banks and Braes, to the enjoyment of all. Ron Ross and Eileen Carter
selected two settings from Alfred Moffat's Scottish Duets, 0 Gin My
Luv Were Yon Red Rose and Ae Fond Kiss, all presented with the
support of Stan King at the keyboard. The evening closed with what
is becoming an annual tradition; member Judge Potts leading us in an
impromptu singalong of Scottish ballads.
. On January 25, Club members attending the Minds-on-the-Move
luncheon were favoured with a thought-provoking and humorous talk by
Saturday Night Editor, John Fraser. He began his talk by reminding
members of the close association his predecessors--including Hector
Charlesworth, B.K. Sandwell and Willson Woodside--had with the Club.
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Fraser's father-in-law was Club Past President Dr. J.E.M. MacCallum.
In humorous fashion, he touched briefly on his own Minds-on-the-Move
activities, citing the debate he had participated in the evening
before in Ottawa with Jack Pickersgill, Charles Ritchie and Hugh
Segal with Robert MacNeil as moderator, to various other speaking
engagements and his participation in a forthcoming conference in
Germany--not to mention his day job at Saturday Night.
But A & L members became particularly attentive when John Fraser
related his experiences and insights as a result of his assignments
for The Globe & Mail in China, London and Eastern Europe. These
insights provided listeners with a challenge to think about the
impending social changes in the next decade in our own country and
throughout the world.

THE LITERARY TABLE

A Literary Table luncheon in December was different: members spoke
about the books they were currently reading. Harold Flammger, for
example, had just finished reading 'A visit to Don Otavio', by
Sybille Bedford, which he described as about a trip to Mexico and
found it amusing and autobiographical.
William Rogers recommended three books: Margaret Atwood's 'Cat's
Eye', Margaret Drabble's 'The Radiant Way' and Elizabeth Bowen's 'In
the Heat of the Day'...Constance Briant enjoyed 'Cissy Patterson's
the biography of Eleanor Medill Patterson' a one-time editor of the
Washington Post and a member of the Chicago Tribune family...Harold
Sumberg had just finished reading 'Cockatoos', a fast-paced novel
by Patrick White, an Australian Nobel prize winner whom he placed in
the company of Melville and Conrad. He also mentioned Heinrick
Boll's 'What's To Become of the Boy', about adolescence under the
Nazis.

\

Lois Darroch recommended 'Pitseolak, a Canadian Tragedy' about an
Inuit boy sent out to school and who found it difficult to return
home...Ernest Sirluck was reading Mordecai Richler's 'Soloman Gursky
Was Here', one of the current 10 best...Harry Girling was reading
'Difficult Women', a book about Germain Greer, Sonya Orwell and Jean
Rhys...Howard Gerring had just finished 'Fathers and Sons' by Ivan
and Anthony Trollope's 'The Duke's Children', one of
^Turgenev
Trollope's Palliser Novels. Both were about families, one Russian
and the other English...Richard Daly was enjoying Sir John Colville's
'On the Fringes of Power' which described his life as Churchill's
secretary during World War II...and Kenneth Pratt was reading 'Domby
_

and Sons' by Charles Dickens.

. On January 16, Dr. Catherine Morrison, a recent member of the Club,
discussed the life and work of Thomas Chandler Haliburton of the
Maritimes who lived from 1796 to 1865. Haliburton was the son of a
Judge and he became a lawyer. However, he is bettern known for his
writings. His first book, the Old Judge, was almost completely
ignored, but another of his characters, Sam Slick, caught the
public's fancy. The Old Judge dealt with the reminiscences of Judge
Sanford, which were primarily essays on the current conditions of
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society with particular reference to the Tory party. The Old Judge
was first published in England, but the Canadian edition didn't
appear until 1968 and even then left out too many good stories. In
1979, the Tecumseh press published the first unabridged Canadian
Edition.
. On January 23, 1990, Dr. Marc Egnal of York University, discussed
the problems he had in writing his book 'A Mighty Empire' and having
it published. Dr. Egnal, an American, has had a lifelong interest
in the causes of the American Revolution and for ten years he spent
considerable time researching early papers at different centres along
the Atlantic Coast. When he finished the book in 1984 it was submitted to and turned down by numerous academic publishers. Finally,
it was published by Cornell and has sold very well, so well that it
is now out in paperback. Dr. Egnal, in describing his 'adventures'
in publishing, was self-effacing and humorous, laughing at the
comments of publishers who rejected the manuscript and the reviews
it received in the press and academic journals. It was a delightful
and informative talk.
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. On January 30, Ken Purvis both chaired the meeting and reviewed
several current films. Several members commented on them as he
reviewed them, and there were differences of opinion about some of
them, indicating that the appreciation of motion pictures is a
personal matter. 'Roger and me', about the closing of the General
Motors plant in Flint, Michigan, and 'Life and Nothing But' were
both thought to be very good. 'Henry V'--A much different film to
Lawrence Olivier's 1944 version. Interesting to see how a playwright's intentions can be variously interpreted...'My Left Foot'-' The life of Irish painter-writer Christie Brown.
Well acted, but
surrounding characters were stereotypes...'Tom Jones'--This movie
is back after 27 years but still fresh. Gentry could do no wrong.
W/hat was Fielding's point of view?...'Enemies - A Love Story'-Serious, funny, thought-provoking. Lothario in postwar New York
with wives and mistresses throughout the city...'Crimes and
Misdemeanors'--"If God does not exist, everything is permissible".
Too big a theme to be mixed with superficial troubles of Woody Allen
...'Driving Miss Daisy'--Irascible old lady and chauffeur. Background of genteel racial tension. Said to be beautiful portrayals...
'Dead Poets Society'--Robin Williams. Innovative teacher encouraging
boys to look at poetry as exciting and beautiful. Well acted by all
...'Glory'--White Captain of Black regiment in Union Army in Civil
War. Patronizing?...'Shirley Valentine'--Funny/serious development
of a one-woman play.
. The Literary Table speaker on February 6 was Past President William
Swinton and he spoke about the 'greatest novelist of all times'-Charles Dickens, who was born on February 7, 1812 and died on June 9,
1870 at the age of 58. The mystery of Dickens, according to Swinton,
is how he was able to create so many memorable characters and place
them in such a variety of situations; Dickens came from a poor family
and had little or no education. His "perception of human frailty and
his instinct for the drama in human relations was remarkable".
Swinton's library contains all of Dickens' works plus 40 books about
the author, and it was obvious that Dickens is his favourite author.
An exceptionally large audience gave him prolonged applause.
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Although the 'Music at Lunch' on December 4 was announced as a Les
Amis concert, it was actually given by a young pianist whom Michael
Pepa hopes to recruit for his group. After hearing this concert we
hope he is successful. Aleksandar Madzak, although only 21, has
already studied widely and won several prestigious prizes. He played
a sonata in B flat by Mozart and the first movement of Chopin's B
minor sonata. These two works exhibited a striking contrast in style,
with characteristic delicacy of the Mozart being followed by the
bravura of the Chopin. Several members said that they had never
heard so much tone from that piano. Both works were beautifully
played and drew prolonged applause, after which Sandy Stewart
thanked the performer graciously.
. A television documentary of Nicholas Goldschmidt's 1989
International Choral Festival was presented on TV Ontario on
December 19. More recently, Nick announced that Toronto will play
host to the international The Glory of Mozart festival in 1991.
There will be four Toronto premieres of Mozart's works:
three
ballets to be performed by the National Ballet of Canada and a
choral work, Chorus and Interludes from Thamos, King of Egypt to be
performed by the Toronto Symphony and the Mendelssohn Choir. The
Canadian Opera Company will

also

feature

three

operas.

Dates

are

scheduled for May 25 to July 13, 1991.
Ruby Mercer, founder and editor of Opera Canada magazine received
bad news recently: the Ontario Arts Council has decided to cease
funding for the publication it has supported since 1975...Soprano
Barbara Collier and Edward Moroney performed together with the North
York Symphony on December 16. Ted not only prepared the company's
choir for the oratorios but he was also the harpsichordist for the
evening. Barbara also sang in a concert of Viennese operettas with
- Orchestra London in January and will appear in a Toronto operetta
concert at St. Lawrence Hall on March 18...Soprano Jean Edwards was
one of the performers at an evening sponsored by the Mozart Society
on January 18. Jean's recording 'Song Spectrum' is now available at
the Club for $10 plus tax. All proceeds will be donated to the Club
Building Fund...Louis Applebaum has composed the music for this
year's production of 'Macbeth' at the Stratford Festival. This is
the 37th consecutive year that Louis has contributed musically to
the festival, on occasion composing the music for up to four
productions. Of course, it is his famous fanfare that calls theatregoers to productions in the Festival Theatre...Non-resident Murray
Adaskin had the pleasure last November of being able to hear a series
of interviews with him being broadcast along with his music on three
consecutive days by the CBC's Vancouver FM station. The interviewer
is quoted as saying "What fascinated and charmed me about Murray was
that here was a guy who is now in his eighties who can remember what
it was like to play in the Toronto Symphony Orchestra in the 1920's.
Now that's a memory span of nearly 70 years."
A PAST-PRESIDENT'S
SWAN SONG'

Former Governor-General Vincent Massey was President of the Club
during the years 1920-22, and non-resident Fergus Cronin has
discovered in our archives the 'Swan Song' Vincent wrote when his
term as president was up. Here it is in part:

m
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What is the spirit of the Club? you ask:
To answer this would seem a simple task,
Some might suggest it is "vie de boheme," . . .
And so on, countless members without rest
Embark upon this fascinating quest
To find the Arts & Letters spirit,
Or draw approximately near it;
We know it's there, and highly do we prize it.
It's there, all right, but please don't analyze it;
For after all the spirit, truth to tell,

O

Lies in our variegated personnel . . .

MacMillan, Music's infant prodigy
Who wrote concertos at his mother's knee . . .

The brothers Grier, Wyly and A. Munro,

See how art and the law on one stem grow . . .

Then there's the Group of Seven's kind of art
To prove that art and law are miles apart.
With scant respect for truth their paints they mix;
Even the number seven means but six!
Critics recoil with outraged eyes to see
Their polychromatic atrocity.
Harris and Lismer, Varley, Macdonald too,
Carmichael, Jackson, that's the Group's "who's who" . . .
OUR WORLD
OF ART

If you have ever wondered about the large canvas containing portraits
of a dozen or more members that hangs in the Club, here's the story
as provided by Life Member Charles Matthews: "The canvas dates from
1915 and was painted by Member 'Sammy' Sampson and must certainly be
one of the Club's finest treasures. After conceiving the idea and
making a general layout, Sampson would arrange with the different
members to meet him at the Club for a sitting. No photo portraits
were used by Sampson. An accompanying chart gives the names of each
member shown."
. Member Blair Laing has given to the National Gallery 82 oil
paintings, one watercolour and a drawing by Canadian artist James
Wilson Morrice who painted between 1895 and 1920. The 84 works have
been valued at $15-million. Blair had been collecting the works over
the past 40 years and decided on the National Gallery because it was
one of the first institutions to purchase Morrice's work...Studio
magazine devoted several pages of a recent issue to an article about
Tom McNeely and illustrations of his paintings that have been
purchased by corporations. The magazine identified him as an
illustrator, painter and sculptor. A current project is making a
fibreglass mould of a rocking horse which he carved. He plans to
produce about 12 copies...Alan Collier was another member written up
in a recent magazine--Wardair's bilingual inflight publication. It
was illustrated by large-size, four-colour reproductions of his
paintings of the Cape Breton shore, a prairie landscape and the Bella
Coola Airport.
. The late L.A.C. Panton, a member of the Club and a prominent figure
in the art establishment in the first half of this century, will have
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an exhibition of his work sent on a tour of Ontario.
Organized by
the Art Gallery of Ontario, it will contain approximately 50 works
of art and will travel to the Tom Thomson Memorial Art
Gallery
beginning in November, and to Laurentian University Museum,
and the
Sarnia Public Library and Art Gallery during 1991...Member
Robert
McMichael and his wife, Signe, still
aren't happy with the way the
McMichael Canadian Art Gallery displays the collection they
gave to
the province, but they are beginning to accept things,
according to
recent press reports.
Their main objection is that some "proposed
acquisitions are as diametrically opposed to the Group
of Seven as
can be".
. Mirvish Books on January 2 offered a limited editon
book of the
late Barker Fairley landscape paintings containing
two signed
original prints published in an edition of 325.
The price:
$600
... Past President Kenneth Jarvis was on hand when his
plaque of
Dr. T.G.H. Drake was unveiled at the History of
Medicine Museum, of
the Academy of Medicine...Jo Manning is delighted that
her efforts
to have 35 works by eight Chilean artists shown in Toronto
has been
accomplished.
The works are presented by the Print and Drawing
the MacDonald Block at 900 Bay Street from February
13 to March 7.
The second half of the Canadian-Chilean exchange
project opened in
Santiago a year ago with a show of works by 12 Canadian
printmakers
... Marie Louise Cusack has an exhibition at the Koffler
Loggia
Gallery in London, England until March 20.
A year ago she had an
exhibition in Paris.

LI

* During January, Roberts Gallery featured an 'Artists'
Choice'
exhibition which included works by Franklin Arbuckle,
Geoffrey
Armstrong, A.J. Casson, Alan Collier, Charles Comfort, Pat
Fairhead
Mackay Houstoun and Mary Anne Ludlam...On February
14, The Royal
Canadian Academy of Arts will "put on the block" a
variety of works,
including some from Ray Cattell, Francis Gage,
Audrey Garwood, Kay
Murray-Weber and Gerry Sevier as well as the late A.Y.
Jackson and
York Wilson...The Club has been given permission
by
Life
A.J. Casson to reproduce his painting, Farm in Haliburton,Member
on the
label of a limited edition of a fine red Hillebrand
wine bearing the
Club's name.
It is available for members at the Hillebrand store
in
the lower level of the Atrium or you may order a
case for home
delivery by calling Maureen Burgess at 364-9199.
Thanks go to
Casson, Jack Wildridge, Ron Vickers, Gerry Sevier
and Zora Buchanan,
all of whom made the project possible...A
card used by the Arthritis
Society during the Christmas and New Year seasons featured
an acrylic
work, Back Bay August Reflections/87, by Kathleen Graham...Douglas
Edwards will have an exhibition of large oil 'skyscapes'
at the QuanScheider Gallery on Scollard Street from February 24
to March 8. And
he and Barbara Bickle and Ann James will have a 'three
person'
exhibition of work in a variety of media and styles
at the Club from
March 12 to 23.
The Club artists have been as busy as ever with
two exhibitions in
the Great Hall and the Lounge--a Figurative
Show in which 21 painters
were represented and, as if to indicate their
virtuosity, a Nonrepresentative Show in which 18 artists had work
hung.
Six of the
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following 33 artists had work in both shows:

I

Philippa Faulkner, Barbara Bickle, Anne Mirvish, Andrew Sookrah, Ann
James, Ruth Tulving, Jessica Steven, Pat Hume, Audrey Garwood, Tom
Bjarnason, Charles Hilder, Margaret Ludwig, Jean Nasmith, Les
Tibbles, Jim Spence, John McLean, Evangeline Munns, Pat Fairhead,
Bernice Starkman, Susan Shellenberg, Ron Slocombe, Brian McDowell,
Rudolf Stussi, Jean Townsend, Violet Thresher, Jack Carr, Robert
Hume, Kay Murray-Weber, Douglas Edwards, George Sanders , Evlyn
Paton, Doug Caswell and John Joy.
ARCHIVES NOTES

An 80-year-old memento of former Club artists long ago has been
donated by Mrs. Sylvia Hurst Brown, sister of Life Member Ralph
Dilworth. It is a piece of corrugated cardboard, 12 by 8 inches,
painted into a postcard by J.E.H. MacDonald. One side consists of
panels of lighthearted banter directed at Charter Member T.W. (Tom)
McLean who was enjoying a fishing holiday at Deerfield Lodge in July
1910. In addition to MacDonald, the card is signed by other Club
members and fellow workers at Grip Limited: T.O. (Tom) Martin, R.E.
(Bob) Johnson, A.H. Robson, and B. O'Leary. The address side is
franked with ten one-cent King Edward VII postage stamps. This
valuable memento, framed and glazed on both sides, may be viewed in
the bar area behind the Round Table. It arrived at the Club courtesy
of Past-President John Irwin.
John Cozens has given archives a copy of "0 Canada" published in 1914
with words by Augustus Bridle, then Club President. This version,
one of more than twenty, was not accepted when the song became our
national anthem in 1975. As for the music, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
deserves an assist. Here are Gus' words:
0 Canada! thy voice goes o'er the sea,
Home of the brave and land of liberty;
In their barques of old by fog and foam
Thy seamen cross'd the wave;
On crest and crag they flung the flag,
For the right, the free and the brave.
O Canada! by field and foam,
God save this glorious land where'er we may roam!
O land of liberty! the north-man's home.
O Canada! thy flags of old were free,
Brave Union Jack and gallant Fleur-de-Lis;
For God and right by truth and might
Our fathers fought and fell;
From sire to son this pray'r shall run
0 guard this guerdon well.

O Canada! by camp and smoke and tree,
Stern voyageurs went forth for love of thee:
Thy rivers bold they track'd of old
Thro' forest flood and foam!
O'er seas of land by mountains grand,
They rear'd the north-man's home.
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0 Canada! our words and works shall be
days to come for right and truth and thee:
From bound and bourne, by field and foam
In hand and heart we bring
This song of old from fathers bold
Long live our noble King.

)(
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Since the beginning of December, archives has supplied information
to:
National Archives, the Encyclopedia of Music in Canada, the
Association of Canadian Archivists, the University of Calgary, one
commercial gallery, and five individual researchers; this is in
addition to the many questions asked by Club members.
Archives is especially grateful to Leon Warmski and Brian Maltman
who spent many hours in the City of Toronto Archives gathering
information on St. George's Hall. The cornerstone of this venerable
old building was laid in 1891; next year, we have an anniversary to
celebrate. Thanks to Harold Day for Club items from the 1950's and
1960's, and to Wentworth Walker, Ted Brock and Fergus Cronin for
magazine and newspaper clippings mentioning Club members.
We are most appreciative to the many members who have recently
flooded us with photographs of Club events. Thank you to:
Ted
Brock, Zora Buchanan, Alan Carrie, Jean Edwards, Ann Henderson,
Jeanie Hersenhoren, Tom Hull, John Joy, John Scott and Ron Vickers.

EVLYN PAYTON

Evlyn Payton died shortly before Christmas of heart failure, at the
age of 69.
She was a gifted landscape artist, who also enjoyed
doing portraits and painting animals, birds and flowers.
Born in England, Evlyn came to Canada when she was five years old.
A self-taught artist, she also attended the Ontario College of Art,
the Art Gallery of Ontario and the Artist's Workshop in Toronto, as
well as completing the Famous Artists Schools Course in Commercial
Art of Westport, Ct., by correspondence.
She enjoyed working in a variety of media, including conte, inks,
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pastel, watercolour, acrylic and oils, polymer vinyl acetate, and

also used crushed rocks from various parts of Ontario for different

textural effects.
</

In 1967, Evlyn had her first solo exhibition in celebration of
Canada's Centennial.

Her first major solo exhibition was held at the
Albert White Gallery in 1970. During the following years, Evlyn had
solo exhibitions at a number of Ontario galleries, including the

Wildlife Gallery of Toronto, with which she was associated.

In 1978

a joint art and music exhibition by Evlyn and her daughter Constance
was held at the Toronto Heliconian Club.

'

Evlyn also participated in many group exhibitions across Canada, and
in the United States. Two of her bird portraits hung in the library
of Canada House, London, England, in 1973. From 1986 to 1989, her
works were also included in various exhibitions in the Club.

also participated in many shows at New York's Salmagundi Club.
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0 Canada! our words and works shall be
In days to come for right and truth and thee:
From bound and bourne, by field and foam
In hand and heart we bring
This song of old from fathers bold
Long live our noble King.
Since the beginning of December, archives has supplied information
to:
National Archives, the Encyclopedia of Music in Canada, the
Association of Canadian Archivists, the University of Calgary, one
commercial gallery, and five individual researchers; this is in
addition to the many questions asked by Club members.
Archives is especially grateful to Leon Warmski and Brian Maltman
who spent many hours in the City of Toronto Archives gathering
information on St. George's Hall.
The cornerstone of this venerable
old building was laid in 1891; next year, we have an anniversary to
celebrate. Thanks to Harold Day for Club items from the 1950's and
1960's, and to Wentworth Walker, Ted Brock and Fergus Cronin for
magazine and newspaper clippings mentioning Club members.
We are most appreciative to the many members who have recently
flooded us with photographs of Club events. Thank you to:
Ted
Brock, Zora Buchanan, Alan Carrie, Jean Edwards, Ann Henderson,
Jeanie Hersenhoren, Tom Hull, John Joy, John Scott and Ron Vickers.

EVLYN PAYTON

Evlyn Payton died shortly before Christmas of heart failure, at the
age of 69.
She was a gifted landscape artist, who also enjoyed
doing portraits and painting animals, birds and flowers.
Born in England, Evlyn came to Canada when she was five years old.
A self-taught artist, she also attended the Ontario College of Art,
the Art Gallery of Ontario and the Artist's Workshop in Toronto, as
well as completing the Famous Artists Schools Course in Commercial
Art of Westport, Ct., by correspondence.
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She enjoyed working in a variety of media, including conte, inks,
pastel, watercolour, acrylic and oils, polymer vinyl acetate, and
also used crushed rocks from various parts of Ontario for different

textural effects.

In 1967, Evlyn had her first solo exhibition in celebration of

Canada's

Centennial.

Her first

Albert White Gallery in 1970.

Ssolo

major solo exhibition

was held at

the

During the following years, Evlyn had

exhibitions at a number of Ontario galleries, including the

Wildlife Gallery of Toronto, with which she was associated.

In 1978

a joint art and music exhibition by Evlyn and her daughter Constance

was held at the Toronto Heliconian Club.

Evlyn also participated in many group exhibitions across Canada, and
in the United States. Two of her bird portraits hung in the library
of Canada House, London, England, in 1973. From 1986 to 1989, her
works were also included in various exhibitions in
the Club. She
also participated in many shows at New York's Salmagundi
Club. In
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why it used a front-page, four-column photograph of our Jeanie
Hersenhoren scooping up Boxing Day bargains.
Anthony Adamson, O.C. has received a Town of York Historical Society
certificate for his work in the restoration of Toronto's first post
office at 260 Adelaide Street East. Built in 1833, it is still a
functioning operation...Peter Hermant has been appointed as a
trustee of The Hospital for Sick Children, founded in 1875 and the
largest paediatric hospital in North America...Michael Bliss
prepared a year-end report for The Globe and Mail on what the future
holds for Eastern Europe and outlined possible scenarios...For its
1989 Honour Roll of 'The 12 who made a difference', Maclean's
selected our Ed Mirvish, giving him a two-page spread and a fourcolour photograph in its December 25 issue.
David Skene-Melvin doesn't mince words when he's disturbed; in a
lengthy letter to The Globe and Mail about a 'fallacious and
illogical' item in a previous issue, he ended with these words: "I
would rather have a man who steals my goods than this intellectual
dishonesty".
Non-resident member Jack McNie has just returned from his fourth
trip since 1984 to Third World countries, this time from Nicaragua.
A former Ontario Cabinet Minister of Colleges and Universities, Jack
raised $25,000 and did most of the spade-work in getting the
Nicaraguan constitution printed in Canada. Inside the cover of the
68-page bilingual English-Spanish document is an inscription:
"Printed in Canada by friends of Nicaragua by authority of the
National Assembly of Nicaragua". Says Jack: "Notwithstanding ten
years of harassment by the U.S. economically and militarily, the
democratically-elected government is building a society appropriate
to their needs and culture."
The Swansea Historical Society recently drew attention to a building
that may soon be demolished--the Runnymede Theatre in West Toronto.
It was designed by the late Alfred J. Chapman, our President 1940-42
and the father of member Howard Chapman. It featured what appeared
to be an open sky with passing clouds. Chapman also designed the
unique Sunnyside Bathing Pavillion, the Old Mill Bridge and Old Mill
Tea Rooms...Non-resident member Dan Needles is in the news again:
Ontario Living magazine has devoted seven pages to an article and
photographs to describe how he "writes from his Collingwood farm-and from the heart--about our disappearing rural roots"...and if you
are in Mexico before the end of March you might like to drop in on
Lela Wilson, #5 Pilancon, San Miguel de Allende, Gto., Mexico. Her
telephone number is 465-211-85.
The news about Jay Manning these days is both bad and good. In
November, he was hospitalized for two-and-a-half weeks for a disc
operation. In December he was troubled with a sore foot because of
poor circulation. That resulted in hospitalization again and the
amputation of one leg. The good news is that he's as cheerful as
ever, has been out of bed and in a few weeks will be moving from
Sunnybrook to St. John's Hospital to accustom him to walking with
crutches. He is very appreciative of the support he has had from
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Club members and is looking forward to coming back to check on how
'Jay's Jar' (on the bar) is doing. When last emptied, donations
amounted to $800 and Jay lived up to his offer to double that sum.
The offer still stands, although currently the jar is only half full.
Hurry back, Jay!
THE ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THIS ISSUE

Take a good look at the illustrations in this issue--you may
recognize yourself. They were drawn during one of the Boar's Head
Dinners by John Joy and were recovered for posterity by one of our
faithful contributor s.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Wentworth Walker, Zora Buchanan, Dianne Craig, Raymond Peringer,
John Watson, Alan Carrie, John Michell, Past-President Elmer
Phillips, William Haehnel, Jean Edwards, Fergus Cronin, Mary-Jane
Large, Margaret Burney, John Irwin, Life-Member Charles Matthews,
Harry Ferguson and Jo Manning. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your
contributions are solicited, on or before the April 6 deadline for
the next issue.
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FROM THE
PRESIDENT'S
NOTEBOOK

The Club is now poised to enter its 82nd year, invigorated, renewed in
spirit and anticipating further growth with the completion of the first
stage of building renovations this summer. At last count, 137 members
have invested $540,000 in our 'Light the Lamp Debenture Campaign' and
it is still open for members who wish to join in this important
venture. The balance of the required funding has been committed to a
first mortgage and construction will begin June 1.
We will be moving the daily Club luncheons, bar service and a modified
program of Club activities to the Academy of Medicine at the corner of
Bloor and Huron Streets, just west of the St. George subway station.
Our staff will be there to serve you for the months of June, July and
September. We will take our customary shutdown in August, and have
arranged reciprocal privileges at the Military Institute, the
University Club and the Toronto Press Club. We'll have a grand reopening at 14 Elm Street on October 1!
As reported elsewhere in this issue of the Newsletter, the celebration
of Chuck Matthews' 100th birthday was a significant occasion. His
contributions to Club life span seven decades and touch many important
events in the development of the Club and the cultural growth of
All of us salute him and thank him for all he has done to
Canada.
enrich our lives.

As the second year of my term as your President draws to a close, I
want to take this opportunity to extend my thanks to everyone who has
made my presidency so enjoyable. Your Executive have been supportive,
enthusiastic and immensely helpful as we move forward in our quest to
renovate 14 Elm Street.
I want to express special thanks to Vice-President (House) Jack Carr
who has gone far beyond the call of duty to manage the day-to-day
Our staff has exhibited exceptional loyalty
operations of the Club.
and dedication during a difficult transition; under the leadership of
Steward Tom Domegan, they are providing the excellent service and
meals that we have come to expect.

Mod e rn
clarinet

r

Among the many unsung heroes of the Club are the faithful members who
volunteer their time and talents year-in and year-out for the tasks
Jack Yocom, Wilf White and Ted
that are so important to Club life:
Brock who provide the piano accompaniment to the Loyal Toast at each
dinner, and John Wevers as Chaplain who says Grace; Roly Pincoe is
always at hand to set up the Great Hall for each function; Arthur
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Ament, Peter Hart and Jay Manning perform yeoman service behind the
bar; John Renouf delivers Playbill and the Calendar on time, every
4
time, and Howard Gerring edits this Newsletter with acumen and skill.
Others, such as Archivist Ray Peringer, Librarian David Skene-Melvin
and Curator John Snell look after the Club collections with enthusiasm
and expert skill. To all of these members, and a host of others, I
extend my grateful thanks.
EXECUTIVE NOTES

. Here is a list of the renovations to be undertaken at 14 Elm Street
this summer:
GENERAL
- the space of the ground floor and the basement will be substantially
improved by moving the existing entrance doors and stone arch
approximately 7'-0" forward.
- additional stairs at the enlarged entrance will lead directly to the
main hall and to and from the basement.
- existing main stairs to the basement will be eliminated to provide
more hall space.
- dumbwaiter being installed to serve from basement to third floor.
- upgrading of exit and emergency systems to conform with the Fire
Code.
-

repainting of many areas.

BASEMENT
- new, larger women's washroom.
- fire-rated wall enclosure to close off boiler room.
- new stairs to east laneway to facilitate easier delivery of
kitchen
supplies.
-

new cloak room.

FIRST
-

widened opening between hall and Lounge.
new carpet throughout Lounge and hall.
upgraded kitchen facilities (new commercial stove).
new stairs linking kitchen directly to the basement pantry
and
liquor storage.
- additional exit doors from the Great Hall leading directly to the
exterior.
SECOND
- elimination of the 'apartment' and conversion to office
space.
-

improved lighting.

THIRD
- new double doors connecting the stair hall directly
to the Studio.

|
m
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SMECHANICAL
- complete wet sprinkler system throughout.
- new 6" diameter water supply.
h

ELECTRICAL
-

800 amp electrical service.
emergency and exit light system to be installed.
fire alarm and detection system to be installed.
upgrading of lighting and circuiting in various locations.

EXTERIOR
-

new fire

escape.

- repair of stone window sills.
WORK NOT BEING DONE IN THIS PHASE
-

no passenger elevator.
no replumbing of rads.
no new boiler or associated heating/cooling system.
no stage revisions.
no stage lighting.
no changes to dressing rooms and associated uses.
no improvements to third floor.
no handicap facilities.
- sprinklers are single action, not the double pre-action type.

S-

. This paragraph from a 'Minutes of the Executive Committee' of recent
date is reprinted without comment and without names to protect the
innocent:

"

."

Mexico
rattle

"A Committee Chairman inquired whether the architects were planning to
increase the size and facilities of the men's washroom and was told
that there were no such plans.
The Committee Chairman opined that
this was regrettable because on several occasions she had observed
that toilet seats in the ladies' washroom had been left up, and she
wondered if male members might have used the female members' washroom
during times of heavy usage.
The Vice-President, House, suggested
that perhaps the cleaning staff had left the toilet seats up.
Another
Committee Chairman said this discussion reminded him of his university
days, when some sororities would have lettered on the underside of
their toilet seats "be careful, there's a man in the house!".
The
Secretary confessed that he had twice strayed into the female members'
washroom, not to use the facilities, but to admire the chintz frills
and flowers in the decoration.
The President, correctly sensing that
the discussion was going nowhere, firmly adjourned the meeting."
* With an Annual Meeting coming up, it may be appropriate to recall
this comment by President L.A.C. Panton to the 1954 Annual General
Meeting:
"An annual meeting may be described as a democratic device to allow
every member of an organization to actively participate in its

1__
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management by listening once a year to a recital of decisions and
events which it is too late to undo, and by presenting criticism and
instructions for the future which it is the secret intention of the
executive to ignore. It is the duty of the President and the Officers
to render an accounting of their stewardship in such terms of humour
and guile as will delude the members into believing thit what has been
done was for their sole benefit and delight. Time has hallowed this
practice of embalming the dullest and driest facts of prosaic achievement in a shroud of evasive witticism so that members are deceived and
seduced into a state of inert and silent admiration, and respect for a
dead and empty past for long enough at least to allow the Officers and
Executive to escape unscathed. I trust that they and I are able to do
so again tonight."

NEW MEMBERS

Graham J. Hall, member, is the general manager of the Royal Alexandra
Theatre, and has a background of daily newspaper experience as well
as radio and television production. He is also a member of the
Variety Club of Ontario. He was proposed by Anne Mirvish.
Jim LePage, professional, is an artist and designer who has exhibited
in Cambridge, Stratford and Collingwood. He was proposed by Ron
Slocombe.
Stella B. Crouch, non-resident, resides in Welland and identifies
herself as Artist Selection Chairman, Welland Concert Association, an
organization that "sells out each year". She was proposed by Loi
Hathaway.
Ezra Schabas, professional, is a Professor of Music, University of
Toronto, a former music consultant with the Ontario Arts Council, and
the author of the recently published biography of 'Theodore Thomas:
America's Conductor and Builder of Orchestras'.
He was proposed by
Harry Girling.
Bev Hagan, professional, is an artist and illustrator who has had a
number of solo exhibitions in Toronto and is represented by galleries
in five Canadian cities. She was proposed by Jane Champagne.
Barbara Anderson, member, is a linguist, artist and sculptor who has
been a Braillist with the CNIB for the past eight years. She was
proposed by Audrey Garwood.
Christine H. Marshall, non-resident, lives in Caledon East and is a
North American wildlife artist who has produced over 75 fine art
reproductions and original lithographs as well as two major volumes
about her life and her art. She was proposed by Pat Hume.
Barbara Mitchell, member, is a secondary school teacher of English,
French and history. She was a co-founder of 'Artsupport', a nonprofit organization for aiding artists, and was proposed by Pat
Fairhead.
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THE TUESDAY LUNCH

There's a quaint little club in the city's core
that is just what I'd always been looking for.
The people inside are the best to be found;
the membership reads like who's who in town.
The place is alive
with creative drive.
There is poetry, music and talent to spare
and artistry, humor, and wisdom to share.
You wouldn't describe the decor as sublime;
You might, in fact, think you'd gone back in time.
The stairways are creaky, the floors are all bare.
Dark varnished woodwork is everywhere.
Gothic glass windows adornL the big room
with high raftered ceiling above in the gloom.
If you bumped into Dickens there in the hall
the circumstance wouldn't surprise you at all.
So, I go to my club every Tuesday at
for a soup and a sandwich inside the
with a small group of friends called
at a gathering known as the 'Tuesday

0
RECENT EVENTS
AT THE CLUB

-

noon
LAMPS room
the literature bunch
Lunch'.

Jack Downing

The speaker at a Special Event Lunch in the Great Hall on February 1
was new member Richard Hill. Richard addressed members on the subject
of 'Conceiving Art in the Eighties' and focused on those aspects in
the practice of the arts that are affected by the technological
revolution.
In his address, Richard's profession--faculty member of the Ontario
College of Art--and his interests in literature, painting, theatre,
and the new media, were brought together for the interest and
enlightenment of his audience. During a lengthy and wide-ranging
question and answer period following his remarks, Club members and
their guests gave voice to concerns and philosophic speculations on
the effects of the new technologies on the artist and the practice of
the arts.

4

British Columbia
rattle

. The Club was honoured on the Guest Music Night of February 13 by
celebrated composer Srul Irving Glick who talked to us in the most
forthright and charming manner about his music, and his life in
relation to his music, while encouraging questions from the floor.
The evening was much enriched by the performance by Valerie Siren
(soprano), Patricia Wait (clarinet), and Christina Petrowska (piano),
in one of his Yiddish folk songs 'A Glezele L'Chaim', and in 'Images
at Nightfall, Georgian Bay', the latter particularly moving to one who
has spent many evenings in a sailboat on Georgian Bay. Also incuded
were tapes of some of his larger works, one a movement from his Choral
Symphony, 'The Hour has Come'.
The formal program concluded with the
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first performance of the fourth movement of his new 'Trio for Violin,
Cello and Piano' played for us by The Canadian Trio: Jaime Weisenblum,
Nina Tobias and Gloria Saarinen.

d

Grateful thanks, not only to all those who took part but to Valerie
Siren for making it possible, were expressed by Jean Edwards in her
usual lively style. As a further touching gesture, Virginia Oswell
presented Mr. Glick with a copy of 'The Collected Works of Isaac
Rosenberg'. Virginia, who is particularly aware of the poetry of
Rosenberg, expressed the hope that it would stimulate the muse of
music in our guest.
. With Tom Kneebone, our 'Minds on the Move' lunch on February 15
added another 'star' to the succession of outstanding speakers who
have made this series such a popular Club event. Introduced by
Committee Chairman Elmer Phillips, Tom spoke with more than just his
usual puckish sense of humour, to give us a fascinating account of his
life, ventures and adventures in the theatre from childhood and early
years in New Zealand to his present role as Artistic Director of the
SMILE Company. In between, Tom has built a multi-talented career as
actor, writer, director and producer, singer, dancer, etc., but
Toronto audiences will always remember him best for his record-breaking
'Oh, Coward' Revue, with co-star Dinah Christie.
As do all good performers, Tom left us wanting to hear more, much more,
than either the time or his natural modesty would allow. Ted Brock,
in expressing our thanks to him, pointed out that Tom's fey sense of
and face to match, are said to be a result of his
humour,
)
disadvantaged early years in New Zealand, where of course he was
forced to live upside down!

/

North Africa
fiddle

IF

. The 'Celebrity Evening' on February 21 was honoured by the presence
of many world famous celebrities including Emily Carr, Vanessa Bell,
Oscar Wilde and Phyllis Diller.
The entertainment after dinner was full of surprises. We were entertained in succession by Rudy Vallee, Hermione Gingold and Ella
Fitzgerald who serenaded us with some of their favourite songs. As if
that were not enough, the Brazilian bombshell Carmen Miranda dazzled
us in brilliant costume in a sensational song and dance routine. For
the grand finale Elvis Presley poured out his heart in song, proving
to us once and for all that he really is alive and well.
Florence Foster Jenkins also sang one of her favourite arias with
inimitable style and Peter Hart performed with his usual aplomb as
Master of Ceremonies. Jack Yocom provided expert piano accompaniment
for those performers not using back-up tapes.
Club members performing were Violet Thresher, Loi Hathaway, Connie
Briant, Malcolm Sinclair, Elmer Phillips and Jean Edwards.
. The theatrical guest evening on February 28 was a performing arts
triple success: for Herman Voaden, the George Brown Theatre School
and our Club. The play was 'Murder Pattern', written by Herman and
originally performed at The Play Workshop on January 24 and 25, 1936

I
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and repeated at the Regional Finals of The Dominion Drama Festival on
March 25, 1936.

9

Heinar Piller, the artistic director at George Brown, included the
play in the second year of the school's three-year professional actor
training program. He brought it to the Club at the suggestion of our
stage group.

I

The play, set in pioneer Haliburton, told the story of a backwoods
murder and how the feelings of the community about the killer changed
from hatred to sympathy. A single, superb stage setting used slide
projections of Group of Seven paintings on the back wall of the stage
to create the north woods locale.
Herbert Whittaker opened the evening with remarks about Herman's
importance as a playwright, noting that author Sherril Grace, in her
study of North American literary expressionism, identified both
Eugene O'Neil and Herman as pioneers. The evening closed with Herman
responding to calls for "author, author" and his asking actress
Alexandra Thomson to repeat for the audience a few lines from the play
that expressed his own feelings; she did so and then spontaneously
gave him a heartfelt kiss. At the suggestion of Herman and Mr. Piller,
the proceeds of the evening were donated to the Building Fund.
. For the first 'Sunday at the Club' get-together on March 11, members
were treated to a tape of original recordings of the legendary
Josephine Baker. The afternoon's enjoyment was further enhanced by
Jack Yocom's wonderful recollections of having once accompanied Miss
Baker on the piano during the war years. Jack produced a photograph
showing Josephine Baker, certain resistance figures and himself
gathered around a piano in Brussels. Members brought a variety of
interesting food to share and enjoy.

Folk
clarinet

*

. Timothy Porteous, a classic example of a contemporary Minds-on-theMove, at our March 21 luncheon, gave a glimpse of the pleasures, the
perils and often the penalties involved. As president of the Ontario
College of Art--and before that, ghost-writer to Pierre Trudeau and
director of the Canada Council among other demanding mind-moving
posts--Porteous gave a sobering insight into some of the perils
hedging the 114-year old OCA which has produced so many graduates of
distinction in the creative arts field. OCA's most vulnerable point
is its constant need to provide adequate funding. It is the third
largest art and design college in North America, he said, yet its
temporary assistance from grants seems only to stave off problems
until the next crisis. Ontario's support of the arts is No.9,
Porteous said, with only Prince Edward Island below at No.10. OCA
grants from Ontario represent only 60 per cent of what Canadian art
colleges in Nova Scotia, Alberta and British Columbia receive. "We
are pinching pennies to make ends meet." But pleasure for Porteous
lies ahead in OCA's future projects: a post-graduate 5th year
certificate category, the recent employment equity policy, the bookpublishing venture already launched, and the fund-raising assistance
of OCA volunteers. A French government official recently visited OCA
and marvelled at its technological facilities. He told Porteous:
"Vous avez un grand avenir!" and mind-mover Porteous admitted he
firmly believes in OCA's great future!
sg;
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. The 'Luncheon to Celebrate the One Hundredth Birthday of Charles
A.G. Matthews' on Friday April 6 must go down as the best-attended
event in Club history. Club members, family members and many other
friends completely filled the Great Hall, and additional tables had
to be set on stage and elsewhere in the Club.

&.

d

Moreover, it was a superb affair from his arrival in a white stretch
limousine, champagne toasts, two large birthday cakes, and the best
wishes extended to him by the Governor General and Queen Elizabeth
and everyone in attendance.
It was a sincere tribute to an individual whom President Michael
Spence identified as Club Member No.2 for his contributions to Club
life for 70 years. He joined in 1920 and became a Life Member in
1965, served as a member of the Executive for 13 years, took part in
early Spring Revue skits, handled ticket sales for most Revues in the
1930's and 1940's, and attended every Boar's Head Dinner from 1920 to
1987. During World War II he was the 'spark' when the Club raised
funds and sent parcels to Club members serving overseas and to their
families here at home. And when food shortages became apparent in
England, he again raised funds and the Club dispatched 100 complete
turkey dinners to our affiliated Savage Club members in London in
1947, 1948 and 1949.
He has been a distinguished member, friend and benefactor of The Arts
& Letters Club and on April 6 we let him know of our appreciation and
of our joy in his achieving a remarkable age.

MUSIC AT LUNCH

On January 31, our friend, Nancy Antonacci, joined by her sister,
Carol Birtch, gave us the rare treat of hearing a recital of piano
duets. Since the repertoire of such music is relatively small, it is
not surprising that the program consisted largely of unfamiliar works,
although all by well-known composers: Sonata by Mozart (1st movement),
The Silent Wood and the Spinning Wheel by Dvorak, The Mother Goose
Suite by Ravel, and Scherzo by Rachmaninof. It was a delightful
program and beautifully played. By popular demand, the artists played
the Palm Court Waltz by Lennox Berkeley as an encore.
. On February 5, Les Amis were with us, this time represented by Geoff
Nuttall, violin, and Jamie Parker, piano. They played only two works,
both violin sonatas, the first by Debussy and the second by Beethoven.
As we have come to expect from this group, the performance was
excellent, and once more reminded us of how much we owe to them. Long
may they prosper!
. Les Amis made their final appearance of this season on February 26.
This time they were represented by five of their members, the St.
Lawrence String Quartet, consisting of: Geoff Nuttall and Barry
Shiffman, violins, Lesley Robertson, viola and Marina Hoover, cello,
together with Jean Saulnier, piano.
The program consisted of two numbers, member Michael Pepa's third
string quartet and a piano quartet by Faure, with Jean Saulnier
replacing Barry Shiffman. As always, the performance was topnotch
and we look forward to the return of this group next season.
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THE LITERARY TABLE

6

Chris Raible, a member of the Ontario Historical Society, spoke to the
Literary Table on February 20 about Toronto in the early 1800's when
William Lyon Mackenzie used his 'Colonial Advocate' to rail the Family
Compact and eventually lead the Rebellion of 1837. It was also a time
when disputes were often solved by duels and he related the one lost
by 17-year old Thomas Ridout to Samuel Jarvis and as a consequence
Ridout was buried in St. James Cathedral. The two families never
spoke to each other again!
. On March 6, under the chairmanship of Ken Purvis (Harry Girling was
on holiday), member Harry Campbell gave an interesting talk about
Canadian doctor Tillson Harrison. He seems to have been wrapped in
mystery even though most of his life was spent as a military doctor in
various parts of the world.
Tillson also served in China 20 years before Norman Bethune and in
1946, at the age of 67, he surfaced as a UNRA representative taking
supplies to both the Nationalist and Communist forces but favouring
the Communists at risk to himself. He, Norman Bethune and a doctor
from India are honoured throughout China. Harry, who has spent a lot
of time in China, left the impression that more will eventually be
told about this fascinating individual.
. On March 20, the subject of the desk-top revolution was discussed
by Gethin James, a publisher of limited edition books. The revolution
has filled a need ignored by the large publishing houses, said Mr.
James, and as a result there are now about a dozen firms in Toronto
alone producing books for smaller markets, many of them on the
approved book list of the Ontario Ministry of Education.

Arizona
Fiddle

LIBRARY REPORT

. Roger Mason, the publisher of The Thornhill Month, is a relative
newcomer to Canada who has become an authority on community newspapers.
There are 850 community weeklies and 400 monthlies in Canada, said Mr.
Mason, and some of them have rather funny names. He gave as an
example the Scratching River Post. New technology has enabled a
number of special interest community newpspaers to be launched and
older ones to survive.
Members are reminded that the deadline for submissions for the second
issue of THE LONGSHIP REVIEW are due by Friday, May 25, 1990; the rules
governing submissions are posted in the Club and are obtainable on the
small table at the entrance to the Lounge.
On behalf of the Club, the Librarian expresses his appreciation for
the following donations:
- member Claude Bissell for his: Ernest Buckler remembered, (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press; 1989);

*

- member Bill Duthie for his:
Orca; 1989);

Itinerant Canadian, (Victoria, B.C.:

- member Bob Hume for: Pierce, Lorne.
(Toronto: Ryerson Press; 1954);

The House of Ryerson 1829-1954,

^
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-member Jim Parr for his: Megafart, (Toronto: Lugus; 1989);
member David Skene-Melvin for: Brde.Jh.
Dal alis
Canada's secret war 1937-1947, (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart;
1989), which includes a discussion of former member Fred Banting's
role in chemical and bacteriological warfare; and,
-

- member Herman Voaden for: Grace, Sherrill E. Repression and
apocalypse; studies in North American literary expressionism,
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press; 1989), which discusses
Herman's plays as expressionism on the North American stage in
comparison to Eugene O'Neill.
At the close of the current Club year, the Library will go into
storage pending relocation on the completion of renovations. It
would be regrettable if the absence of the book collection from its
current location in the Lounge led members to feel that donations
were no longer welcome. Quite the contrary! The Club Library will
not have ceased to exist. Donations of books by and about members
are its lifeblood. When the Club reopens in the Fall, every effort
will be made to find some suitable alcove where new donations can be
displayed.

OUR WORLD OF ART

I

. 'Three Visions', from March 12-30, featured the works of three Club
artists--Ann James, Barbara Bickle and Douglas Edwards; on opening
night, over 200 people attended and 20 works were sold.

U.S. Cavalry
bugle

A
1 10.

The Club Members' Travel exhibition presented an interesting tour of
our world for all who were in the Club during the February 19 March 9 showing. The scenes were as varied as the techniques of the
22 Club artists who immortalized their recent trips and weathered
the scrutiny of a jury of their peers: Barbara Anderson, Zora
Buchanan, Jack Estaugh, Pat Fairhead, Philippa Faulkner, Donald
Fraser, Audrey Garwood, Audrey Gauthier, Evert Hilkers, Margaret
Ludwig, Tom McNeely, George Sanders, Susan Schellenberg, Oswald
Schenk, John Secord, William Sherman, John Snell, Arthur Steven,
Murray Stewart, Leslie Tibbles, Kay Murray-Weber.

Ann used a rich, jewel-like patina of colour glazes to create an
almost surrealistic impression in works of contemporary near
abstraction. In contrast, Barbara blended photo-mechanically
generated images with creative drawing and painting to present her
ideas in a truly original style of visual commentary. Douglas, fresh
from a highly successful exhibition in Yorkville, presented large
landscape and skyscape paintings with a vitality rare in many representational paintings.
. Twenty-one of our visual artists were not fooling on April Fool's
Day when they unveiled their Environmental Art exhibition that runs
until April 20. This show, deserving of international recognition,
condemned the trashing of our world. The creatively striking works
of protest included: a giant painting the whole length of one wall
in the Lounge; a quadrutych of clear, smoggy and restored atmosphere
with a real, acid-rain-killed tree; three-dimensional sculpture of

i
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endangered species of animals; blackened flowers; a sculpture of
Mother Nature in shrouds, and original illustrations from the
Canadian Green Consumers Guide, to name but a few.
Another group of
paintings from our Heritage Collection--paintings of pastoral
tranquility produced years ago by Club members--were contrasted
with
paintings by current members of jammed subdivisions, highrises
and
polluted streams.

II

The artists who created this exhibition were: Alan Wingate,
Leslie
Tibbles, Violet Thresher, Murray Stewart, Jessica Steven,
Arthur
Steven, William Sherman, George Sanders, Steven Quinlan,
Kay MurrayWeber, Tom McNeely, Peter Large, John Joy, Pat Hume, Barbara
Howard,
Diana Hoare, Loi Hathaway, Audrey Garwood, Philippa Faulkner,
Barbara
Bickle, Geoffrey Armstrong, and from the Heritage Collection:
A.J.
Casson, J.W. Beatty, Fred Brigden, Tom Greene and Herbert
Palmer.
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. Mary Anne Ludlam currently has a show of her watercolours
at
Roberts Gallery from April 7 -21...Pat Fairhead will have
an
exhibition of her paintings at Roberts Gallery from April
5 - May 5
...Jean Nasmith is exhibiting watercolours at the
Toronto Heliconian
Club during April...Charles Hilder is showing his oil
paintings of
Greece from April 17-28 at Gallery 306 at 80 Spadina
Avenue...Mary
Corelli will have a solo show of her recent
watercolours at the
Merton Gallery from April 23...Lewis Irving and Jack Reid
will have
works in an auction to be held by the Big Sisters of
Peel on April 27
at 1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard...Rudolf Stussi,
a new member of
the Royal Canadian Academy, will be the artist-in-residence
at the
McMichael Canadian Collection, Kleinburg, from June 6-10,
painting
in Tom Thomson's shack. Then, from September 15
to October 6 he will
be exhibiting watercolours at the Rochon Gallery,
80 Spadina Avenue
...and members of the Club are invited to a retrospective
showing of
banners, paintings and illustrations by Aileen Tyrrell
Morrow at the
University Women's Club of Toronto, 162 St. George
Street on Sunday,
May 13 from 3 to 5 p.m.
. Artist members seeking gallery space in which
to exhibit their work
might like to contact member Leon Katz, gallery
curator of the
Alliance Francaise.
It has three well-lighted rooms equipped for art
exhibitions.
The gallery is open Monday to Thursday from
9 a.m. to
9 p.m., on Friday from 9 a.m. to noon, and on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.
The address is 24 Spadina Road and no rentals or
commissions
are charged on any sales.

4I

. An art exhibition entitled 'The Logic of Ecstasy: Canadian
Mystical
Painting 1920-1940' is now showing at the London
Regional Gallery
until April 22.
It includes work by Bertram Brooker, Lawren Harris,
J.W.G. Macdonald, Frederick Varley and Emily Carr...a
two-page
article in the April 1 issue of The Sunday Sun identifies
member
Blair Laing as the force behind the current travelling
exhibition of
the work of J.W. Morrice at the National Gallery until
May 21.
Blair
began collecting Morrice's work many years ago and exhibited
51 works
in 1934; only three little
watercolours were sold--for $300 to Club
member Vincent Massey!
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. Barbara Bickle, at the opening of the Environmental show on April 1
was seated across the table from Aileen Tyrrell Morrow. Barbara said
she had recently purchased at auction a small line and watercolour
painting signed by an Aileen Tyrrell Richardson and asked if Tyrrell
had painted it. Yes! Tyrrell remembered painting the picture of
Romeo and Juliet when she was 15 years of age and presenting it to
George Klinck, her German teacher at North Toronto Collegiate.
Barbara bought the painting from the estate of the teacher who
received it about 60 years ago and brought it to the Club recently
to show it to Tyrrell.
. In April Osvald Timmas was the sole juror of selections and award
for the East Central Ontario Art Association's 32nd annual
exhibition. He was also the guest speaker on the opening of the show
at the Visual Arts Centre in Newcastle...A bronze portrait of Elmer
Iseler, a gift from the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir, was unveiled at
Roy Thomson Hall on February 12. The work was by member Francis Gage
...Elsewhere in this issue there is a reference to community newspapers. Such a one is The Haliburton County Echo and on March 21 it
featured an article on John Joy. Under a large photo showing John
painting outdoors on a winter day was this caption: "'It makes me
mad when artists lock themselves up in a room to paint', says John,
who took to the highways last week to practise what he preaches near
Loon Lake."

ARCHIVES NOTES

Another phase of Club life recently slipped into history.
Volume
Seven of our scrapbooks was completed. It covers the years 1976 to
1989--14 years of great activity and major decisions. Volume One
was started by J.E.H. MacDonald about 1912. It contains original
works by Arthur Lismer, Scott Carter, MacDonald and many others. As
might be imagined, the early volumes are in frail condition; the
binding,paper and glues were not of the quality we have now. NonClub members wishing to research them are referred to Ontario
Archives where the first four volumes are on microfilm.
The new volume, Number Eight, should carry us well into the next
century. About 30 pages are used each year to record the triumphant
and the trivial. Members occasionally ask how one gets into the
book. The answer is simple: do something in the Club and make sure
someone photographs the event and/or write about it for the Newsletter.
The current exhibit in the display cases salutes C.A.G. 'Chuck'
Matthews on the occasion of his 100th birthday, April 6. Thanks to
Tom Bjarnason for the name-cards and to Ann Rothery for assistance
in mounting the exhibit.
Thank you for photographs to John Scott, Jim Webster, Zora Buchanan,
Jeanie Hersenhoren, Ted Brock and Tom Hull. For news clippings of
members, thanks to Mary Jane Large, Jack Carr, Connie Briant, Fergus
Cronin, David Skene-Melvin and several anonymous donours.
Special thank you to Leon Katz for a label of the Club winesigned by
A.J. Casson, and to Hugh Anson-Cartwright for most-welcomed

1
12.

.1

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & Lt TTRERS
CL.U

assistance in a recent mailing to Ottawa.

*
JAMES NAIRN
PATTERSON HUME
PRESIDENT 1976-1978

/K

In taking on the presidency of the Club during the turbulent late
seventies, Pat Hume traded the tranquil world of scholarship for the
noisy arena of rent disputes and landlord-tenant squabbles. The
combination of a scientific mind and an exuberant personality was a
valuable asset in his conduct of the Club's affairs during this
difficult and uncertain period in our history.
Born in Brooklyn (though not on Toity-Toid Street) and educated in
Goderich, Ontario, Pat graduated from the University of Toronto in
Mathematics and Physics. He went on to take M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
--the latter in the arcane subject of Theoretical Atomic
Spectroscopy. Almost all of his career has been devoted to teaching
at his alma mater, as Professor of Physics, Associate Dean of
Physical Sciences and Chairman of Computer Sciences. In 1981 he was
appointed Master of Massey College, succeeding the College's Founding
Master, Robertson Davies.
If 'publish or perish' is the academic golden rule, Pat Hume must be
all-but-immortal; his textual output has been extensive, especially
in the field of computer-programming theory. He has also been
associated with a number of broadcast educational programs, including
CBC-TV's 'The Nature of Things' and 'Ideas for Physics'--for which he
has won numerous awards in Canada and abroad. In 1967 he was a
recipient of the Centennial Medal.

0

Pat Hume's most appreciated contribution to the Club--apart from
meeting the exceptional challenges of his presidency--has been his
consistent presence in our Spring Revues, where he has functioned as
writer, lyricist, actor and director. Offstage, he is an enthusiastic amateur painter.
Whether he's writing a 'Guide to the PC-Turing Interpreter',
contributing thoughts on 'Relativity, Electromagnetism and Quantum
Physics', or putting together a dazzling production number for the
latest Revue, Pat is a powerhouse of benign creative energy. His
portrait was drawn by Cleeve Home.
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

The January-February issue of the Queen's Alumni Review reports that
"The 1989 Alumni Achievement Award winner, playwright Herman Voaden,
Arts'23, MA'26, was honoured at the Chancellor's Dinner, and then
went to join more than 100 Drama alumni who held a special reunion
of their own." Also in 1989, Herman was the recipient of the
prestigious Diplome d'honneur, presented by the Canadian Conference
of the Arts in the Memorial Hall of the Confederation Centre of the
Arts in Charlottetown...On February 11 Jean Edwards sang a special
selection at the Toronto Heliconian Club on a program of works
mainly by Canadian women composers. The selection was 'Two Northern
Nature Poems' written in Algonquin Park in 1943 by Lois Darroch-The Lonesome Loon and Northern Night. The poems were set to music
by Leon Zuchert, violinist, violist, composer and conductor and have
since been translated into Russian by his wife.
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The North York Philharmonic Choir, Edward Moroney, conductor,
presented Mozart's 'Solemn Vespers of a Confessor' at Willowdale
United Church at the end of March...Nicholas Goldschmidt conducted
a concert of sacred music on February 11 at St. Paul's following a
Service of Rededication...After 30 years as founder/editor-in-chief
of Opera Canada, Ruby Mercer has stepped down from that position to
become a regular columnist for the magazine.
Ruby founded it at the
suggestion of Floyd Chalmers.
Since then, the former Metropolitan
Opera soprano and Mrs. Opera of New York's WNYC radio, has devoted
her energies to both the publication, the Canadian Opera Company,
and to music in Canada.
An excellent article about Ruby appears in
the Spring issue of Opera Canada under the byline of William Littler.
* In March, in conjunction with Toronto's birthday, the city pays
tribute to the achievements of individuals who have enhanced the
quality of life here.
Among seven individuals honoured with the
Civic Award of Merit this year was Michael Bliss.
His book
'Northern Enterprise: Five Centuries of Canadian Business' is now
available in paperback...Among books nominated for the 1990 Stephen
Leacock Award for Humour is 'Letters From Wingfield Farm' by Dan
Needles...some of our members have been writing to the editors of
The Globe and Mail and The Toronto Star:
Jo Currie was appalled by
a quote in the Star that she claims insults women who don't use makeup; Robertson Davies wrote to The Globe re the Ontario Court of
Appeal rejecting the provincial regulation which compels school
boards to provide prayers as a part of their daily program.
Robertson said "The court has said, however, that the study of
religion in plural is legal.
I go further and say it is eminently
desirable"...David Skene-Melvin, to quote The Globe, made a "snarky
reply" in regard to a statement that "Lewis Carroll's Boojum Alive
and Well in Arizona Wilderness".
Said David: Carroll's poem is
'The Hunting of the Snark' not 'The Great Snark Hunt' and the boojum
was not just a creature therein--the Snark was a boojum, you see".

South Africa
thumb piano

. Keep an eye out for Jim Morris when you are watching TV because he
has made appearances on Street Legal and other shows.
You might also
hear him on radio since he has made between 300 and 400 radio and TV
commercials.
This versatile member is also a writer...Joan Holobon,
a former medical and science writer for The Globe and Mail, is said
to be writing a biography about our late member Dr. Wallace Graham
... A long-time member and past president of the Royal Canadian
Institute, John Sword is again serving on the Institute's Advisory
Board...Warren Clements' Spectrum page in The Globe and Mail's Report
on Business Magazine and his humorous editorials in the newspaper
itself
aren't the only things he contributes to 'Canada's National
Newspaper': he also produces the paper's 'Nestlings' comic strip.
. Non-resident Penelope Tibbles Cookson was the director of the
musical 'The Boyfriend' for McGill Univesity at the Monument
National Theatre in Montreal February 28 - March 3...And for the
record, Maclean's magazine named Ed Mirvish as one of 12 individuals
who made a difference in 1989.
He is identified as "a soft-spoken
man with a manner that belies his success as a self-made merchant
whose business grossed close to $10 million in 1988.
Less known are
his contributions to the lives of the underprivileged, including
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Now he has a grand plan
retarded children and the hard of hearing.
for a Toronto Arts Centre that will house two theatres, a gallery of
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modern art ana a
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collector, consultant and trustee of the McMichael Canadian Art
Collection", will be the guest speaker at the Gallery's 'Viewpoints
While Dining' on May 30. Tickets for the dinner are $30.
. Jeanie Hersenhoren seems to catch the attention of photographers:
on December 27 a Toronto Star man caught her "stocking up for
Christmas wrapping" and at a dinner honouring John Neville, artistic
director of the Stratford Festival, she was photographed with Ted
Brock for Country Estate magazine. Jeanie was one of the organizers
of the evening...The National Geographic magazine in celebrating its
60th anniversary recalled that "in the very first issue it featured
Dr. Frederick G. Banting, co-discoverer of insulin and Nobel prize
winner, writing about the annual resupply ship of arctic settlements,
a voyage he made with A.Y. Jackson of the Group of Seven. The
article was illustrated with their paintings"...and now another
sailing item: Oswald Schenk, a life member of the Toronto Brigantine,
the Great Lakes sail-training program for teens, was photographed
attending the organization's 25th anniversary.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THIS ISSUE

4
CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

q

The pen and ink drawing of Charles Matthews was made by Aileen
Tyrrell Morrow from a photographic portrait by the late William
Shelden. The bookplate is from our archives. The drawings of
unusual musical instruments were made by a regular contributor,
James Small.

-

Alan Carrie, Lois Darroch, Jan Davis, Jack Downing, Jean Edwards,
William Haehnel, Kathleen Kritzwiser, Aileen Tyrrell Morrow, John
Morrow, Raymond Peringer, David Skene-Melvin, Leon Warmski, Ron
Vickers, Wentworth Walker, John Watson and Cal Wilson. Editor:
Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed on or before the
next deadline of Friday June 1.
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THE ARTS AND LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO
A Luncheon To Celebrate
The One Hundredth Birthday
of
Charles A. G. Matthews.
Friday April 6, 1990

.
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June,
NEW OFFICERS
AND EXECUTIVE
MEMBERS 1990

1990

The following persons were elected Officers and Members of the
Executive at the annual meeting on May 30:
Officers:
President
Vice-President
Vice-President, House
Secretary
Treasurer
Counsel & Associate
Secretary
Executive Members Serving the
Second Year of their Term:

4I

EXECUTIVE NOTES

Jean Edwards
Jeanie Hersenhoren
Bob Hume
Don Pounsett
Art Steven

-

Ernest Sirluck
Lyman Henderson
Jack Carr
Jim Morris
Peter Hart

-

John H. Lytle

Executive Members Elected
for a Two-Year Term:
Connie Briant
Elspeth Cameron
Peter Garstang
Loi Hathaway
Stan King
Philip Mathias
John Seltzer

Although the June issue of Playbill listed our 'summer address and
telephone number', here is another reminder: The Academy of
Medicine, 288 Bloor Street West, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1V8.
Telephone 921-2831. The building is on the northeast corner of
Bloor and Huron Streets, one short block west of the St. George
subway station. The entrance is on Huron Street.
. The Executive List for 1989-90 by Ralph Tibbles has been completed,
as has the Presidential Portrait of Michael Spence by Ray Cattell.
* It was announced at the annual meeting that Phillip Atkinson has
been named a Life Member in recognition of his 45 years of membership.

1
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. The current total membership of the Club is 561, consisting of 233
Professionals, 15 Juniors, 173 Residents, 116 Non-Residents and 24
Life Members.
. On May 31, there occurred two unique events in the history of 14
Elm Street. For the first time in the 99-year history of the
building, the St. George's Society did not call it home. They
liLIi~a)~
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decided earlier this year to seek office space elsewhere, but have
not severed all ties. The Society will rent the Great Hall several
times a year for its social events, and the Club plans to include
it in the 100th anniversary celebrations of the Hall next year.
The other unique event is that this is the first
time in Club history
that we are the sole occupants of an entire building.
In our early
Court Street quarters, we rented only the upper rear portion of what
And, of course, since we came
is now known as the Adelaide Theatre.
to 14 Elm Street 70 years ago, we shared space with the Society and
a variety of other tenants over the years.

NEW MEMBERS

Herbert T. Zamdmer, member, is a retired business executive.
For 20
years he was membership chairman of the Calgary Allied Arts Council
which also sponsored the National Ballet in 1964.
He was proposed
by Michael Spence.
Doris H. Hamilton, professional, is a painter and printmaker and a
member of the Society of Canadian Artists.
She has expressed
interest in reporting for the Newsletter.
She was proposed by
Donald Fraser.
Donald C. McGillivray, member, is a physician and the son of a former
member, the Honourable George McGillivray, and the brother of present
member Ian McGillivray, who proposed him for membership.

S
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Lucie Simons, professional, is
School and London University.

an artist
graduate of the Chelsea Art
She has had exhibitions at the Royal

Academy, London and in many Canadian cities.
Arthur Steven.

Her proposer was

Marjorie T. Brydson, member, was trained in social science, art and
and has written juvenile stories and music as well as acted
with library groups.
She was proposed by Past President John Morrow.
Judy Smith, professional, has owned the Westmount Gallery since 1976
and has stage and choir experience with church affiliation.
She was
proposed by John Joy.
Elizabeth Legge, professional, the daughter of member Bruce Legge,
is a professor at University College and curator of its art
collection.
She was proposed by Bruce and Ken Bartlett.
Lois E. Dierlam, professional, is an artist
and illustrator who works
in mixed media.
An early relative was Peter Dierlamm, a portrait and
landscape painter who is listed in 'Men of Canada, 1891, Vol.l'.
She
was proposed by Michael Crawford.

RESIGNATIONS

Resignations have been received from Kenneth McNaught,
Thomas Robinette and Junior Member Elizabeth Dingwall.

John Watson,

O
m
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It is generally accepted that this year's Spring Revue was the best
in recent memory. It was bright, varied, well-acted (and sung),
very professional and performed in front of imaginative, well-lit
stage settings.
At the pianos were Jack Yocom and Wilf White with John Cozens as
chorus director while on stage were Connie Briant, Dianne Craig,
Barb Effer, Peter Hart, Monty Larkin, Anthony Levitt, John Lytle,
Don Pounsett, John Rammell, Gail Robinson, Brent Rowe, Cal Wilson,
Malcom Sinclair, Frances Smith-Evans, Violet Thresher, Pat Hume,
Lisa Lambert, Betty Trott and Jim Helik.
Writers of various pieces included Doug Omand, John McKellar, David
Warrack, Michael and Liz Bliss, Pat Hume and John Yocom.
The producers

(

Y

V

were Jo Currie and Violet

Thresher,

and the artistic

directors were Pat Hume assisted by Morna Wales Daniel. The stage
manager was Roly Pincoe with Hugh Westren as assistant. Sets were
designed by Gerry Sevier and Stephen Quinlan and constructed by
Peter Garstang, while Virginia Oswell and Diana Hore produced all
the costumes.

Lighting was by Michael

Spence and Ann Rothery and

sound by David Priddle.

I!

The house managers were Jack Carr and Ted Brock, while bartenders
were co-ordinated by Richard Mastin, waiter and waitress were coordinated by Nona Ambrose and hostesses by Zora Buchanan and Susan
Schellenberg. Ray Peringer was doorkeeper and photography was by
Tom Hull and Ron Vickers.
Behind the stage was a crew consisting of Jim Dooley, Leslie
Fairchild, Jim Hubbard, Jim Lepage, lan McGillivray and Reg Wallace.
Artists involved included Chris Adeney, Pat Fairhead, Philippa
Faulkner, Barbara Howard, Bill McCoy, Jean Nasmith, Stephen
Peringer, Bill Sherman, Murray Stewart and Les and Ralph Tibbles.
Not to be forgotten were willing workers: Moya Gillett, Diana
Gilmour, Kay Morrison, Diana Roach and David Skene-Melvin.
Think you that this was quite a lot?
Imagine please those we forgot!

MINDS-ON-THE-MOVE

Fellow member Peter J. Stokes, B.Arch., LL.D., R.C.A., F.R.A.I.C.,
a well-known restoration and preservation architect, was the Mindson-the-Move speaker on April 12. He spoke about the current
architectural environment in Ontario and was critical of what has
happened lately.
With few exceptions, Stokes deplores "the soul destroying immensity
of current development" and he urges planners, architects and their
clients to show greater sensitivity. Specifically, he is upset
about the 'wreckless' treatment of mature landscape, the lack of
recognition of heritage architecture and the losses which have
occurred in making way for new development.
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Norman McMurrich, a Past President of the Club and a fellow
architect, thanked Peter and made the observation that few
architects had the courage or developed the skills to specialize
as Peter has done. "He is to be commended for expressing his
concerns with such candor and for campaigning for improvement."
. In the final Minds-on-the-Move luncheon for this season, members
were treated to a most inspiring talk on May 9 by the internationally
acclaimed filmmaker Norman Jewison.

\
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It was his first visit to the Club and he was highly impressed by its
ambience. Since he grew up in Toronto and worked in CBC Television
until 1959, he was reminded of his roots by the photographs of
distinguished members in the entrance hall and Lamps Room and even
reminded of his high school years at Malvern Collegiate when he was
Staught

by our Past President Dr. Jack Yocom.

Our guest reflected on the fact that today the rich are the gods of
our

society--not

the artists

and poets.

The Trumps,

the Campeaus

and the politicians are the ones who get the most space and time in
the media.

In a society dominated by feature films and television, it is
Jewison's dream that the Canadian Centre for Advanced Film Studies
will make a significant contribution to the shaping of our Canadian
culture.
In closing, our speaker quoted Past President Vincent Massey:
"Canada became a national entity because of certain habits of mind
and convictions which its people shared and would not surrender---It will flourish in the future in proportion as we believe in ourselves. It's the intangibles which give a nation not only its
essential character but its vitality as well----One measure of the
degree of civilization attained by a nation might fairly be the
extent to which the nation's creative artists are supported,
encouraged and esteemed by the nation as a whole."
Member Joseph Potts, who worked with Norman on the first'All Varsity
Revue' in 1949, introduced our guest and President Mike Spence, who
had worked backstage on the same revue, graciously thanked him.
MUSIC

Leo Katz has sent along this item by an unknown author:
Servant and master am I: servant of the dead, master of the living.
Through me spirits immortal speak the message that makes the world
weep, and laugh, and wonder and worship.
I tell the story of love, the story of hate, the story that saves
and the story that damns. I am the incense upon which prayers float
to Heaven. I am the smoke which palls over the fields of battle
when men lie dying with me on their lips. I am close to the marriage
altar, and when graves are open, I stand near by. I call the
wanderers home. I rescue the soul from the depths. I open the lips
of lovers, and through me the dead whisper to the living,

4.
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One I serve as I serve all; and the king I make my slave as easily

as I subject the slave. I speak through the birds of the air, the
insects of the fields, the crash of waters on the rock-ribbed
shores, the sighing of the wind in the trees. And I am heard by the
soul that knows me in the clatter of wheels on city streets.
I know no brother, yet all men are my brothers. I am father of the
best that is in them, and they are the fathers of the best that is
in me. I am one of them, and they are of me. For I am the
instrument of God. I AM MUSIC!
. Violinist Eugene Kash played from a broad spectrum of violin
literature during Music-at-lunch on April 11. His program was
characterized by his joyful, enthusiastic playing, and was greatly
enhanced by the interesting stories and anecdotes which he told
about his own musical life and about the music he was performing.
His accompanist was Brahm Goldhamer, and the composers whose music
they performed were: Bach, Mozart, Smetana, Kreisler, Mendelssohn
and Bartok.
. The Music Week Guest Dinner on May 16 was really a love-in for
Ruby Mercer, the remarkable editor who founded Opera Canada
magazine and used it for 30 years to promote opera in this country.
The affection in which Ruby is held was obvious in the introductory
remarks of Ezra Schaba, recently retired from the Royal Conservatory
of Music, who traced her career as an editor, author and music
broadcast commentator. He was followed by Barbara Collier who sang
three beautiful arias from Puccini operas to the obvious delight of
Ruby and the audience. Leading opera tenor Mark Dubois sang a solo
piece and then joined Barbara in a well-received duet. It has since
been reported that Ruby is writing a book about the famous Louis
Quilico family.
Jean Edwards was the featured singer at a noon hour recital at the
Heliconian Club on May 18...The North York Philharmonic Choir, with
Edward Moroney conductingpresented a 'Serenade to Music' by Ralph
Vaughan Williams at Willowdale United Church on May 26.
OUR WORLD OF ART

Franklin Carmichael, one of the original Group of Seven and a member
of our Club from 1916 until his death in 1945, was honoured at a
retrospective exhibition of his paintings and a Members' Dinner on
May 3. It was the 100th anniversary of his birth.
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Pat Fairhead, a former student of Carmichael, chaired the meeting,
introduced members of his family (including member Richard Mastin's
wife Mary, daughter of Carmichael) and recalled some fascinating
Pat said that he gave her, in her 16th year, confidence
in art and changed her life creatively.

A.J. Casson sent a message about Carmichael, one of his best friends
4 'and to whom he was apprenticed in his early days and associated with
at Sampson Matthews. Carmichael, he said, always demanded
perfection and persisted in making three sketches a day, rain or
shine.
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Alan Collier co firmed that Carmichael was a tough, professional taskmaster who gave day-to-day practical instruction, unlike some
teachers who would show up once a week. Loi Hathaway, another former
student, affirmed that as head of the O.C.C. Commercial Section, he
made sure that his students could letter beautifully long before the
days of Letraset.
Vernon Mould thanked Mary Mastin for stories about her father, and
others who participated in an evening about a "quixotic giant and
outdoorsman who was a painter, printmaker, illustrator, typographer,
designer and teacher".
Because so many valuable Carmichael works were loaned for the evening,
a security guard was on hand. Paintings were loaned by Mary Mastin,
Charles Matthews, Max Merker, Sam Seetner, Jack Wildridge, Jennings
Young, Franklin Arbuckle and the Club's Heritage Collection.
. Osvald Timmas and his wife Erika were present at the opening of an
exhibition of his paintings, arranged by the National Museum of Art
at Tallinn, Estonia, on May 4. Forty works, mostly of large format,
were on display. Os, a president of the Canadian Society of Painters
in Watercolour, spoke about contemporary watercolour in Canada and the
U.S.A. and later visited Sweden and Finland before returning home...
Oswald Schenk welcomed many admirers to a showing of his recent watercolours of the east coast, Baffin Island and the Yukon on May 28 at
the Merton Gallery. The exhibition continued until June 2. Os is an
ardent sailor as well as an artist and recently was elected a member
of the Canadian Society of Marine Artists, Vancouver...About 300
people turned out for a retrospective show of Tyrrell Morrow's work
at the University Women's Club on May 13...Philippa Faulkner, a newly
appointed member of the Royal Canadian Academy, was artist-inresidence at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, working in Tom
Thomson's shack in late May and early June. On the last day she
presented a slide show of her work in the Collection's theatre, a
show she had given on May 24 at the Art Guild of Scarborough.
Currently she is painting in Spain...Audrey Garwood has an exhibition
of work painted in Canada's far north and titled 'Top of the World'
currently at the Geraldine Davis Gallery until the end of June.
. An auction of paintings by a former Life Member, the late Jack
McLaren, was held in the North Street United Church, Goderich on
June 2. There were approximately 50 paintings framed and unframed
and the proceeds went to the Jack McLaren Memorial Fund of the church.
Jack died two years ago at the age of 92. During World War I he
carried paints with him during the battles of Mons, Paschendale and
Vimy Ridge before being transferred to an entertainment group which
became famous during and after the war as 'The Dumbells'.
He was
an original member of the Society of Artists and joined our Club in
1924.
. Another former member, the late Walter Coucill was the subject of a
full-page article in the Spring issue of Wildflower magazine. In
Centennial Year, 1967, Walter was commissioned by a bank to travel
across Canada and paint all the provincial and teritorial floral
emblems in their natural habitats. The 12 original oils on canvas

6.

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS& VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMIES

ACTIVITIES OF THI ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THI AR IS & LI If R.S CL U

are in the National Archives in Ottawa. A photograph of Walter was
used to illustrate the article and a full colour reproduction of his
botanical art appeared on the front cover...Concerned that stocks
lose favour when times are perilous, The Financial Post recently
explored the subject of investing in art and it asked several
authorities for opinions, including our David Mitchell. His
response: "In my memory, there has never been a significant slowdown
in the international market. There have been some standstills,
perhaps, when works didn't sell, but there has never been a
precipitous fall-off."
The trick for the investor, he said, is to
find artists already discovered by writers, curators, critics and
leading collectors, but whose work has leaped dramatically in price.
Once the market reacts, the momentum could make the value of the
works skyrocket.
. 'Towards a Lyrical Abstraction: the Art of L.A.C. Panton' is the
title of an exhibition at the Art Gallery of Ontario from July 21 to
September 10. The late Alex Panton was President of the Club in
1953-55 and was a prominent figure in Toronto's art establishment in
the first half of this century. The exhibition traces his artistic
evolution from his early landscape paintings in the 1930's to a
lyrical interpretation in the 1950's. It contains 57 works and will
travel to the Tom Thomson Memorial Gallery November 2 to December 2;
Laurentian University Museum February 6 to March 3, 1991 and Sarnia
Public Library and Art Gallery March 22 to April 22.
THE LITERARY TABLE

N
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On April 10, Luciani Benzi, who lectures on Art at the University of
Toronto, spoke on the Art School of New York, presenting a history
of the school, and listing some of those who were active participants
--sculptor David Smith, George Segal, Andy Warhol and Jasper Johns.
When asked about the purchase by the National Gallery of 'Voice of
Fire' by Robert Newman, she said she approved of the purchase, but
not the timing--it should have been purchased shortly after it was
shown at Expo in Montreal, at which time it could have been bought
a few thousand dollars.
. On April 17, member Jack McQuaig spoke about George Bernard Shaw.
McQuaig considers Shaw to be a brilliant genius; more than that, a
genius who could express himself. He is often pictured as aloof
and uncaring, but, said McQuaig, anyone who has read his letters
realizes that he was a kind, motivating person. He spent his childhood in Dublin in poverty and was familiar with the slums. Shaw was
determined to be a writer and spent 10 years reading and writing in
the British Museum; he wrote several novels, none of which were
accepted for publication. Fortunately, William Archer, a famous art
critic of these times, took Shaw under his wing, and Shaw became
first a music critic, then an art critic, and then a drama critic.
He began to write plays, but none were successful until he wrote Man
and Superman. Shaw was not only a writer, but also a linguist and a
'photographer; in total, he had 15 vocations.
. On May 8, Kenneth Bagnell discussed his recently written book
'Canadese, a Portrait of Italian Canadians'.
Bagnell is an
ordained United Church Minister, has served on the editorial board
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of The Globe and Mail, and edited the Imperial Oil Review.
Italian immigration to Canada began around the turn of the century,
with the first immigrants settling in Montreal, Northern Ontario and
British Columbia. Now Winnipeg has about 14,000 citizens of Italian
descent, Montreal about 200,000 and Toronto about 500,000. Toronto
ranks with Sao Paulo, Brazil, in having the largest Italian settlement of any city outside of Italy. One very sad episode in the
history of the Italian-Canadian population was the treatment of this
community in the early days of 1940-45. The R.C.M.P. were very
concerned about fascist propaganda entering the country and were
authorized to round up any persons of Italian descent. One of the
most significant arrests was that of James Franceschini, who had
built up one of the largest construction companies in Ontario -Dufferin Construction. He offered the services of his company to
Ottawa, but instead was arrested.
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. On May 15, during Music Week, Dr. Allan Walker spoke in the Great

n

Hall on the life of Franz Liszt. Professor Walker was born in
England and, after completing his education, worked for the B.B.C.
ten years. In the late 1960's he decided to write a biography
of Franz Liszt and reached an agreement with an English publisher
S\to have two volumes completed by 1975, and now, 20 years later, has
just completed the second volume. He followed Liszt's footsteps
and in doing so visited practically every country in Europe. His
observation was that "it takes a life to study a life".

Sfor

. On May 29, Katherine Morrison gave us a review of a course she
teaches at OISE--called 'Magic Realism in Modern Literature',
although she prefers the title 'The Modern Fantastic'. The
fantastic lies between what is true, and what is untrue, or
imaginary. Ambiguity is present; one cannot be sure whether the
events are real, or imaginary. There are four types of fantastic
stories--a dream within a dream, transformation, a voyage in time
and a double.
Examples of a dream within a dream are the 'Queen of Spades' by Alex
Pushkin, and 'Friend of a Friend' by Henry James. Transformation by
Kafka's 'Metamorphosis', and Oscar Wilde's 'Dorian Gray'. She
mentioned Robertson Davies' 'Rebel Angels', a Dante-like journey
through the underworld, and dealt in some detail with Salman
Rushdie's 'Midnight's Children'.
For examples of stories dealing
with doubles, she again mentioned Wilde's 'Dorian Gray', and also
Poe's 'William Wilson'.
She mentioned 'The Black Cat' of Edgar
Allan Poe, the 'Turn of the Screw' by James, 'Lord Mountdrago' by
Somerset Maugham, 'The Door in the Wall' of H.G. Wells, and 'How
Wang-fo was Saved' by Marguerite Yourcenar', as good examples of
ambiguity--one has difficulty knowing whether the events were
natural or unnatural.
ARCHIVES NOTES

As announced at the Annual Meeting, Ted Brock has assumed
responsibility for the Club scrapbook. Members are asked to
continue their support of Archives by donations of news clippings,
magazine articles and photographs related to the Club or a member

·
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even in his/her non-Club activities. Please place all donations in
the little drawer under the right side of the scrapbook. Raymond
Peringer, our Club Archivist since 1985, will continue in that role,
but will spend more time developing other areas of our history.
Archives acknowledges a major donation from former member Gord
Carrington, the son of Life Member Frank Carrington. The donation,
which we received through the good offices of Jay Manning, consists
of 200 slides, 74 photographs and a truly rare item - a 1917 copy
of the Club constitution and membership list. Bill Rogers has
given us a copy of a recently-revised 28-page account of his postwar experiences with The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration (UNRRA).

2?

Rick Simpson, a non-resident member from Fort Erie, continues to
update our VCR collection with films of recent Club events: the
Mirvish tribute in November, Chuck Matthews' 100th birthday party
and the 1990 Spring Revue. Our dream is to transfer all our Club
film onto VCR. The Archivist would like to know of anyone who
might help us with rock-bottom transcription costs and/or a bargain
price on a projector.
Thank you for photographs to Ted Brock, Tom Hull, Ron Vickers, Les
Tibbles, Geoffrey Armstrong, John Scott, Alan Carrie, Bob Hume and
Hugh Walker. For printed material, thanks to Jack Carr, David
Mitchell, John Irwin, Peter Hart, Dianne Craig and Jim Parr.
LIBRARY REPORT

The big news is the publication of the first issue of The Longship
Review. This is the printed version for writers of a juried art
show for painters. It is hoped that it will prove to be an annual
feature of Club life. The Librarian wishes to thank all the members
who submitted pieces for consideration for the first issue when it
was just a dream and all the members who have submitted pieces for
consideration for the second without waiting to see the first one.
The Longship Review is well and truly afloat. It is hoped that the
submissions for consideration for the second issue will be judged
over the summer, selections announced in the fall, and production
carried out over the winter for publication in the spring of 1991.
Submissions for issue number three are now being solicited, the
deadline for which will be the Annual General Meeting in 1991.
Copies of The Longship Review No.l are available at $8.00 from Tom
at the bar and will be available at the Academy of Medicine during
the summer.
Unlike an exhibition of paintings that can only be enjoyed while it
is hung, The Longship Review can be read and re-read, put down and
taken up again at leisure, and shared with friends as a gift. When
members have visitors and guests to lunch at the Club, what better
souvenir to present to them than a copy of The Longship Review?
For future editions, we are looking forward to including drawings
and photographs, perhaps even a photographic essay.
As for the Library collection, it is packed away in boxes to lie in
`""
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storage during the renovations until it can return to new and proper
quarters where it can play its due role in the Club's life. But
being in storage does not mean that the Library has lost its
dynamism, and it will continue to grow, it is hoped, through
donations and selective acquisitions. Naturally, a copy of The
Longship Review has been deposited therein.
The magazines will continue on display at the Academy of Medicine.

DOUGLAS W. BEST
1917-1990

A man well-known in the international book publishing industry,
Douglas Wilson Best died recently. Within the Arts & Letters Club,
one of Doug Best's claims to fame was that, as a young trainee in one
of the country's largest book manufacturing operations, he had
frequently been called upon to chauffeur Hugh Eayrs. As older
members will recall, Eayrs was one of the Club's most ubiquitous
and flamboyant members.
Sponsored by his friend John Bradshaw, Best joined the Club in the
Eighties. However, the demands of his Don Mills printing company
with its output of more than three-and-a-half million books a year
limited his midday use of the Club, though he was a frequent if
unobtrusive participant in evening activities. Members of the
Literary Table will remember Best as host to one of its annual
picnics at his country house in Adjala Township.
History, and particularly the history of printing, was a very special
interest. Best was instrumental in effecting the installation of a
comprehensive display of presses and other artefacts of the printing
process in the William Lyon Mackenzie House on Bond Street, a
building which his father, with great foresight, had acquired and
presented to the city. As an authority on the quality binding of
books, Doug Best had earned an international reputation and was
always to be seen at the book fairs in London, Leipzig, Frankfurt
and Bologna. That Best's well-known bonhomie was not more
frequently experienced at the Club was due entirely to the
unrelenting demands of his international travel.

JOHN HARRY EBBS
1912-1990

Dr. J.H. Ebbs, M.D., M.R.C.P. (London), F.R.C.P. (C), D.C.H.,
F.R.C.P. (London), a paediatrician of world renown and a member of
this Club for many years, died on June 1 after suffering a severe
stroke in January.
Born in England and brought to Canada at the age of four, he
graduated in medicine from the University of Toronto and later
pursued post-graduate studies in Canada, the United States and
Great Britain. He was appointed to the staff of the Toronto
Hospital for Sick Children in 1938 and was the institution's
Senior Staff Physician from 1946 to 1968.
In addition, he served
for many years as Professor of Paediatrics at the University and
was Director of the University's School of Physical and Health
Education from 1952 until his retirement in 1973.
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He was the author of more than 60 scientific papers. In 1939, he
travelled extensively in the far north studying nutritional and
medical needs of the Inuit and white people in the Arctic; later
his findings were adopted for use in 42 million food packages sent
to Allied prisoners of war. He also served on the National Food
and Nutritian Advisory Board.
Harry was also active with Camp Ahmek in Algonquin Park from his
days as a canoe instructor and his marriage to Adele, the daughter
of Taylor Statten, founder of Ahmek and Camp Wapomeo for girls.
J. RANDOLPH
MACDONALD
1912-1990

Life Member Randolph Macdonald, A.R.P.S., Hon. F.R.P.S., died on
June 2 after a short illness. Forty years ago he was one of the
city's most popular professional portrait photographers and an
active Club member. On retirement, he became a world traveller,
often taking extended voyages aboard freighters or going on long
trips to such exotic locations as the Amazon river.
He began his photographic career with the Charles Aylett portrait
studio on Yonge Street and eventually purchased the business.
After World War II, he joined the T. Eaton Company, College Street
and his name became a familiar one.
He was a member of the Toronto Camera Club and its president in
1938-39. At the same time, he acted as the Canadian correspondent
for the Royal Photographic Society and subsequently was made an
Hon. F.R.P.S.
He enlisted with the RCAF in 1941 and served as a photographer in
England and Europe. It was in Europe that he accidentally met a
friend from the Arts & Letters Club:
John Fleetwood-Morrow, also
a wartime photographer who is now a non-resident member living in
Perth, Ontario.
When they returned to Canada after the war, they both worked at
Eatons and resumed active roles in the Club. Together with Life
Member Wentworth Walker, they handled the lighting for Spring Shows
and other stage activities and operated projectors as needed.
It was during this period that a Woodbridge-area farm which Randolph
had purchased before the war became a haven for a group of Club
members. They used it as a headquarters on local sketching trips,
or helped with the restoration of some of the farm buildings.
Randolph, a bachelor, lived in Rosedale and was buried in St. James
Cemetery on June 5.

JOHN A. MORROW
PRESIDENT
1978-80

--fi
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John Morrow, the 41st president of the Club, joined in 1958 as a
professional artist nominated by Leslie Trevor and the late Fred
Shaw. He was art chairman in 1967 and he worked with Bill McCoy
to have the antique, rusting steam radiators replaced with baseboard heaters to free-up wall space for the display of large
canvases and to protect smaller works from being 'cooked'. Since

s:
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then--and during his presidency--he has been the art reviewer for the
Club's publications.
Some of the highlights of his presidential years were:
the 70th
anniversary of the Club; the occasion when Peter Ustinov accepted
the invitation of his friend, the late John Sanderson, and a fellow
Savage Club member, to speak at a Members' Dinner, and the 90th
birthday of Charles Matthews.

4

John was an active president and when he was unable to find a
replacement for the Club's editor he took on the job himself for two
years. It was during this time, at Christmas, that Alan Collier
painted John as Santa Claus and used cotton batten for a beard; it
inspired John then and on two later occasions, to grow his own beard.
John was born in Toronto in 1916, was taken to Brockville at the age
of three months and later to Chicago and Ottawa before returning to
Toronto in 1926. His first illustrations appeared in Chatelaine
magazine when a teacher submitted them with an article. He worked
in the statistical department of Canada Life during the summer
holidays in 1936 and, as a result of painting a poster for a staff
association's theatrical, he was transferred to the advertising
department and eventually became advertising and public relations
manager for the company.
John is a natural-born illustrator and cartoonist. His work was
used by the U.S. Office of War Information and a week before Pearl
Harbor, President Roosevelt was given an original cartoon by the
Canadian ambassador. His work has appeared in various publications
and in advertising prepared by agencies.
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

The letters-to-the-editor writers are still concerned about a
variety of topics: Jim Parr recently switched on the CBC at 10 p.m.
only to find it was the national news. "Does the CBC really believe
hockey may be replaced with clips of places we can't even find on
maps?" asked Jim in a letter to The Globe. "The Corporation should
get its priorities straight. No wonder it has problems"...Jo Currie
wrote to The Star asking whether we really want to have the Olympics
in 1996. "Would we want them restricting our free use of our own
streets and parking places and taking over our media?"...William
Duthie was disturbed by an earlier letter to The Globe in which a
writer objected to a review of the sequel to 'The Gods Must be Crazy'.
"The hero is not black" wrote Bill, "but a bushman and the film is
not about apartheid"...Michael Bliss, on the other hand, had a
column-long article in The Globe asking "Has time come to let Meech
die? Maybe we should shove constitutional issues aside and get on
with other things".
. Ed Mirvish now has a handsome bronze plaque attached to his Royal
Alexander theatre declaring it a National Historic Site...Herman
Voaden is really young at heart: he appeared on television a short
while ago with his 1930 Chrysler convertible with a rumble seat! It
was restored over a number of months, looks better than new and is a
joy to behold...At a recent banquet to honour the 25 past presidents
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of the Hat and Rabbit Club of Toronto, a chapter of the International
of Magicians, Jack Prior was awarded the Ross Bertram
trophy for outstanding achievement and performance and dedication to
the art of magic over a period of 60 years.
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. Dennis Sweeting, our Reeve of Lindsay and Warden of Victoria
County, received an honorary degree at Trent University on June 1 in
recognition of his more than 40 years as an actor, writer, critic and
director and his work with the Kawartha Summer Theatre, a company he
founded in 1964. In 1988 he was recognized with the Maggie Basset
Award from Theatre Ontario...Gail Robinson was recently asked to
become a member of the American College of Psychiatrists, a group
limited to 550 members in North America "who have outstanding
and professional qualifications"...Non-resident member the
Rev. T. Melville Bailey has had conferred on him the degree Doctor of
(honoris causa) by Knox College, University of Toronto. He
is the Archivist for the Presbyterian Church in Canada...Life Member
Frank Carrington has a new address and would welcome hearing from
members:

Ballycliffe

Nursing Home,

70 Station

Street,

Ajax,
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. Three of our engineering members were highlighted in the MarchApril issue of Engineering Dimensions for having chosen hobbies in
the entertainment world: Peter Hart, Chairman,Engineering Technology,
Centennial College, Michael Spence, President of Energy Policy
Consultants, and Malcolm McGrath, Assistant Dean, Alumni Liaison,
University of Toronto. All claimed that their engineering backhelp in their artistic hobbies...Connie Briant isn't big in
stature but she isn't afraid of big developers. She is Co-Chair of
a 'Save 7 Crescent Road', a group fighting construction of a ninestorey office tower over the Rosedale subway station...The
Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library, Languages and Literature
Department has an exhibit honouring the life and work of Laure Riese
on display until June 15. The list of her awards and honours,
including the Order of Canada and the French Legion of Honour, fills
one panel of the display. Another includes books by famous people,
all inscribed to Laure...The newly formed Cinematheque Ontario will
host a tribute to Gerald Pratley on June 18. Gerald will retire from
the Ontario Film Institute in September and then will work as a
consultant with Cinematheque.
. Lois Darroch, author of 'Bright Land - A Warm Look at Arthur
Lismer', has had a request for a copy from the Mappin Art Gallery
in Sheffield where Lismer was born. The gallery is preparing a
major exhibition of artists who emigrated to Canada...Gillian
Bartlett received her Ph.D. in educational linguistics at the 1989
University of Toronto convocation. She is an editor, author and
teaches English at the National Ballet School...Lisa Lambert will
be performing in a production at the end of this month of 'Mirth' a
musical revue which she co-wrote this past spring. It will be part
of 'Fringe of Toronto' a show to be presented at the Poor Alex
Theatre June 29-July 2...The summer canoeing/camping season started
early this year for four of our members: Pat Fairhead, Lesley
Fairfield, Peter Garstang and Ray Peringer. They did a five-day
trip down the French river from Hartley Bay to the river's eastern
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outlet at Georgian Bay. Rain and high winds accompanied them...
William Hemmerich, Chancellor of the Anglican Diocese of Toronto
for the past 15 years, has received the Honorary Degree D.S.L.
(Sacred Letters) from Wycliffe College, University of Toronto.
THE ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THIS ISSUE

The pen and ink drawings throughout this issue were made by Les
Tibbles during this year's wonderful Spring Revue.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Life Member Wentworth Walker, Betty Violet, Donald Sutherland,
David Skene-Melvin, Gerald Sevier, Past President Elmer Phillips,
Raymond Peringer, Past President John Morrow, Past President
Norman McMurrich, Leon Katz, Jean Edwards, Lois Darroch, Fergus
Cronin and Alan Carrie. Editor Howard Gerring.
Your contributions are welcomed on or before the next deadline of
rrLuay August J.
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Members as seen by John Joy at the Annual Meeting.
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renovation of
The first phase of the complicated task imposed by the
of voluntest
a
was
It
14 Elm St. has been successfully completed.
Club
the
and
skill,
tary co-operation as well as organizational
involved
directly
passed handsomely on both counts. All those
worked under the benign but alert supervision of Michael Spence,
Jack Carr and Roly Pincoe.

A WORD FROM OUR
NEW PRESIDENT

The administrative aspects of the operation involved negotiating the
renovations contract and the mortgage loan. When the cost surveyors
in excess of our
priced Phase One, they cited a figure considerably
anytarget, which meant we had to go through the plan to eliminate
we
which
for
elevator,
thing that could be spared (including the
But by the time the job went out to
substituted a dumbwaiter).
in at a
tender, the economic climate had changed and the bids came
replacing
again,
lower figure, whereupon we went through the plan
the things we'd most regretted deleting (including the elevator).
We ended with a good package at the figure we'd originally determined. Most Club officers, both last year's and this year's, were
deeply involved in these negotiations.
as we closed at
We opened at the Academy of Medicine almost as soon
attendance
in
drop
summer
the
that
fears
Elm St. There had been
out that way.
worked
hasn't
it
but
would be much greater than usual,
location, a
convenient
its
Academy,
The congenial atmosphere of the
committee
lunchtime
of
schedule
busy
a
couple of planned events, and
We
July.
and
June
throughout
meetings have kept members coming
4,
September
on
reopen
and
3
August
closed for staff vacations on

..

P
.

again at the Academy of Medicine.
comThe contractor reports that he is on schedule and "substantial

pletion" is expected by October 22.

Sl

^

i i

If the schedule continues to be

have to
maintained we can reoccupy 14 Elm St. on that date but will
time.
further
some
for
- accept a degree of disruption

When we return to our building we'll be utilizing considerably more
|||space than before. The St. George's Society has gone and the space
•i~I!I
it used will be taken up by the elevator, a service area for the old

Board Room, and a traffic corridor. The second-floor apartment will
have been converted into a lounge-library, and workspace for

officers, committee chairmen, curator, archivist, librarian, and a
washroom; the third floor will become fully functional, available for
both Club events and rentals.
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We do not have a budget to furnish and equip these areas and if any
members have chairs, sofas, tables, desks, lamps, filing cabinets,
curtains, etc., which they could donate, the Club would be most
grateful. Furnishings thus garnered may not be well-matched, but
by the time we raise enough money to buy replacements they will
probably have acquired the pleasant scruffy homogeneity natural to
The Arts & Letters Club.

OUR NEW PRESIDENT,
JUST WHO IS HE?

Though President Ernest Sirluck first joined our
Editor's note:
Club in the 1960's, his reserved manner has made him a 'man of
mystery' to many members. Here's a brief thumbnail sketch of an
interesting man.
He was born in 1918 in Winkler, Manitoba, graduated from Winkler
High School, and took his B.A. at the University of Manitoba. He
then moved to the University of Toronto for graduate work in
English, took an M.A.,and married Lesley McNaught, the daughter of
an Arts & Letters Club member. During World War II he enlisted in
the Canadian Army, joined the Royal Regiment of Canada overseas and
went to Normandy as Intelligence Officer in the 2nd Division; later
he transferred to the 4th Armoured Division, with which he served
through France, Belgium, Netherlands and Germany. He was
demobilized as a major.
He returned to the University of Toronto, completed his Ph.D.
('Milton and the Law of Nature') and was appointed to the faculty
of University College before being invited to the University of
Chicago where he was a Professor of English for 15 years. He
returned to University of Toronto in 1962 to become Dean of Graduate
Studies and later Vice-President.

4I

In 1970, he became President of the University of Manitoba, returned
to Toronto in 1976 and rejoined The Arts & Letters Club. He is a
Member of the Order of the British Empire (Military Division), a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and has held Guggenheim,
American Council of Learned Societies, and Churchill College
fellowships.

COMMITTEES
ACTIVITIES
SERVICES
1990-91

Activities Chairman
Archivist

Philip Mathias
Raymond Peringer

Art Chairman

Art Steven
John Seltzer
John Snell
Peter Hart

Communications Chairman
Curator
Finance Chairman

House Vice-President
Librarian
Life Drawing
Literary Table
Membership Chairman
Monthly Calendar
Music Chairman
Newsletter
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Jack Carr

David Skene-Melvin
Douglas Edwards
Katherine Morrison
Stanley King
John Renouf
Jean Edwards
Howard Gerring
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Outdoor Sketching
Stage Manager
Theatre/Cinema Group
Club Manager
Office Administrator
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Les Tibbles
Roly Pincoe
Peter Garstang
Tom Domegan
Molly Smith

For most of us, the move from 14 Elm St. to the Academy of Medicine
We only had to take a different route to get to the
was painless.
But for over fifty staff and Club members it meant hours of
Club.
It began, in fact, even before we
work that began months earlier.
knew we were going to the Academy.

THE BIG MOVE

By mid-April a moving company was engaged for packing, moving and
Security and groups of members had decided which
off-site storage.
be stored off-site, which would go to the
should
building contents
to leave at 14 Elm and what could be
safe
be
would
Academy, which
The mover supplied cartons and packing began.
discarded.
On May 31 (the day after our Annual Meeting), all regular staff
members as well as Club members began to assemble kitchen and dining
It involved 80 to
room equipment and food for moving the next day.
well as some
as
refrigerator
a
freezers,
large
two
100 cartons,
to
begin unloading
for
the
Academy
left
By noon everyone
furniture.
again.
up
house
setting
and

S
|,i•'
'i'-!
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i iMorris,

to be
Back at Elm St. on following days there was material still
locations
safe
to
or
packed, discarded, moved to off-site storage
June 7 was the big moving day--290 cartons and
within the Club.
crates, 85 chairs, chesterfield,tables and other furniture items
Even then, the building was not yet
were taken to a warehouse.
ready for the contractor and a number of work parties concentrated
on clearing space so that renovation could begin.
It

has been difficult

to keep track of everyone who was involved in

these activities and the following list
incomplete:

is

almost certain to be

Molly Smith, Tom Domegan, Ava Pinnock, Lucinda Pereria, Anne
Shipanock, Wanda Saczkowski, Josephine Tobin and her daughter
Margaret, Geoffrey Armstrong, Ted Brock, Jack Carr, Rod Carruthers,
Jan Davis, Jim Dooley, Jean Edwards, Lesley Fairfield, Pat Fairhead,
Don Fraser, Peter Garstang, Audrey Garwood, Loi Hathaway, Jeanie
Hersenhoren, Di Hore, Jim Hubbard, Tom Hull, Monty Larkin, Brian
Maltman, Dick Mastin, Bill McCoy, Barbara and David Mitchell, Jim
Virginia Oswell, Jim Parr, Raymond Peringer, Roly Pincoe,
Ken Pratt, Ken Purvis, Ann Rothery, David Skene-Melvin, John Snell,
Michael Spence, Don Stewart, Violet Thresher, Les Tibbles, Ron
Vickers, Reg Wallace, Cal Wilson, Leon Warmski and Jack Yocum.
But this is not the end; around the latter part of October, all our
belongings at the Academy, and those stored at Borisko Brothers
Moving will be coming back to Elm St. and will have to be unpacked
As well, new shelving will have to be
and put back in place.
erected in the new food and liquor storage areas. A big job has

.... i4
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been done, but it is really only half done! We all owe grateful
thanks to those who worked so hard on behalf of the rest of us.
THE ACADEMY
OF MEDICINE

4

Our temporary home at Bloor and Huron Streets has turned out to have
a number of close associations with our Club: member John Scott,
who suggested the possibility of our renting temporary space in the
Academy, is a member of the Academy, as is Past-President W.E.
Swinton. In fact, there is a photo of John in its medical museum
showing him examining the mummy on exhibit there, and a handsome
portrait of Bill by member Brian McDowell hangs on the wall of the
stairway landing.
There is a bust of the late Fred Banting in the dining hall, as well
as a mural eight feet high and sixteen feet long painted on canvas
by Charles Comfort (a photo of Banting is part of the mural); a
plaque by Past-President Ken Jarvis is in the museum; and paintings
by Banting and by Past-President Cleeve Home are in the library.

NEW MEMBERS

Helen M. McGillivray, member, is now a homemaker, but in 1954 and 55
she was a Canadian ski champion and a member of the family that
founded the Blue Mountain ski resort. Her interests include opera,
literature and theatre. She was proposed by Ian McGillivray.
Jack S.J. Marcoux, a former member, has rejoined the Club and "is
happy to be back". He is the owner of an office-building consulting
company. He is interested in literature and theatre and has a book
underway and another in the conceptual stage.
Norman F. Jewison, professional, is a film producer/director who has
a long list of motion pictures going back to 1963. He is an Officer,
Order of Canada and the winner of numerous awards. He was proposed
by Past-President Elmer Phillips.
Barbara J. Neal, professional, is a design consultant. For a number
of years she was with Chatelaine magazine, Better Homes & Gardens,
and City & Country Home before establishing her own firm. She was
proposed by Audrey Garwood.
Sandra D. Henderson, member, is a 1966 graduate of the Ontario
College of Art, and a commercial artist for five years before
opening a custom drapery workroom. She was proposed by Brian
McDowell.
Ann Henderson, member, is the wife of our Vice-President, Lyman.
She has been very active in the Canadian Cancer Society, the
National Ballet of Canada and other performing arts organizations.
She was proposed by her husband.

[
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Eva Ging1, professional, is an artist, the convenor of the King
Crafts Art Group and a member of the Ontario Society of Artists.
She has had numerous exhibitions since 1980. She was proposed by
David Mitchell.
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Jane A. Reynolds, member, has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Drake
University and did graduate work at the University of Minnesota in
theatre,

-·

and has played numerous roles in

stage productions.

She

was proposed by Peter Large.

hRobert

Iii
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proposed by Ernest Sirluck.

i
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H. Blackburn, professional, is a retired librarian who has a
number of degrees from Canadian and American universities. He is
He was
also a poet and a writer of short stories and radio plays.

(

SSusan

James Helik, member, is a planning consultant and a "stand-up
He is a past vice-president of
performer" for the past 15 years.
the Society of Canadian Magicians, and a member of several other
He was proposed by Past-President Pat
professional organizations.
S Hume.
M. Carr, member, is a travel agent and a graduate of Thornton
Her interests are in various crafts and interior
Hall Art School.
She was proposed by Past-President John Irwin.
decorating.
William R. Staples, professional, is the retired owner of a sign
He is the fifth
company and a jazz musician (piano and trumpet).
member of the Staples family to join the Club: the grandson of the
late Owen Staples, the son of the late William Staples, brother of
the late J. Nicholas Staples, and brother of current member Guy
This must be a record for
Staples who proposed him for membership.
continuous family membership that seems unlikely to be broken.
. The Membership Committee has received and approved the following
Clint Barnett, Amanda Levy and Gisela Tielen.
resignations:

THE LITERARY TABLE

The Literary Table has a new Chairman: taking over from Harry
Girling, Professor of English at York University, is Katherine
Morrison, who has a Ph.D. in English from the School of Continuing
Studies, University of Toronto ('Literary Pioneers in North
America').
Her current interest is today's literature and she has
suggested that this be emphasized during the group's coming year.
The Literary Table is a Club activity that was suggested by Jay
Manning and organized in the Fall of 1982 by the late publisher and
author Lovat Dickson.
The first
chairman was Donald Sutherland,
the then Director of the McGill Queen's University Press.
He was
followed by Campbell Hughes, the director for many years of Ryerson
Press, and then by Harry Girling.

.

I

. A recent Literary Table speaker was the Club's Laure Rinse,
Professor Emeritus of French, Victoria University, Toronto.
Laure
recently attended the annual meeting of the International Institute
of Literary Critics held in Havana.
She was one of 27 speakers and
was involved in 'appraising Latin American literature'.
She "found
Cuba to be a wonderful place, free of drugs, with safe streets, the
people well dressed and much different from what we imagined."
Writers in attendance brought copies of their books and Laure came
home with 47, not all of them Cuban.
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. It has been suggested by Harold Flammger that members interested
in books and authors might care to tune in a TV Ontario program on
Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m., each dealing with one of 'Ten Great
Writers'.

I

. A new book about Grey Owl, also known as Archie Belaney, has been
published and as a consequence it is being compared with the biography written in 1973 by the late Lovat Dickson, who was Grey Owl's
publisher and friend. It is said to be more documented but "suffers
by comparison with Dickson in writing style and grasp of Grey Owl's
psychology"...York University Theatre Professor Anton Wagner, has
received a $50,000 research grant from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada for a Canada-wide study of
English language theatre criticism from the late 1700's to the
present. The project will result in the publication of a collection
Anton,
of essays, 'Canadian Theatre Criticism: English Canada'.
managing editor and director of research for the York Universitybased, six-volume 'World Encyclopedia of Contemporary Theatre', will
co-ordinate a research team of 27 theatre historians working at 17
universities across the country...'An evening with Herbie & Friends'
is being held at the Hart House theatre to celebrate Herbert
Whittaker's 80th birthday on September 17. Our Michael Spence is a
member of the committee arranging the evening.
If you have not yet added a copy of the Club's 'Longship Review
No.l' to your library you may be disappointed some time in the future:
as the first Club venture into the publishing of Canadian literature,
it is sure to become a collector's item. More than that, it is an
Paul Russell, Fergus
enjoyable read of works by authors you know:
Cronin, Elizabeth Trott, Jim Parr, Lyman Henderson, John Grayson,
Ursala Zandmer, Lois Darroch and Philip Creighton.

THE LONGSHIP
REVIEW NO.1

A second edition is now in production and there is evidence that it
will become another Club tradition. Copies are available from our
Steward at $8.00 each. You may wish to have the authors autograph
your copy.
Many Club member musicians contributed their talents to make Music
Week a success and two of the events were reported in the last issue
of the Newsletter. Another event during the week that wasn't
reported was an informal noon-hour program of vocal solos and duets

MUSIC

I'

by non-resident member Penelope Cookson and her partner Timothy
W lAnderson
with solid musical support by pianist Ted Moroney. Ted
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SAnother pianist member whom we do not hear often enough is Ron Sorley
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also was the pianist when Barbara Collier and Mark Du Bois sang
during the Ruby Mercer evening.
w h o

performed

to

an

enthusiastic audience on May 14.

Lloyd Edwards

also shared the piano spotlight. The evening ended with a surprise
when a visiting guest from Buffalo, who turned out to be a
professional musician, whipped out his trumpet and dazzled members
in a joyous finale.

1
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. The music committee for the coming year is again being chaired by
S___--

JLur fig
n '

4<

I
S

Jean Edwards with the support of Ezra Schabas, Reg Wallace, Michael

Pepa, Eugene Kash, Barbara Effer, Valerie Siren and lan Scott.
. Toronto has announced its own plans to celebrate Mozart and the
music of his time during the composer's bicentennial year in 1991.
Nicholas Goldschmidt is the Executive Director of 'The Glory of
Mozart Festival'.

if
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. On Tuesday, June 12, nearly 600 people from all across Canada
gathered in the Ballroom of the Sheraton Centre in Toronto, to pay
to the life and contributions of Pauline and Don McGibbon.
Stribute
Among the speakers were the Honourable William Davis and Professor
Frye. The highlight of the evening was the performance of
SNorthrop
an original piece of orchestral music, composed by Raymond Pannell
I
J2
and played by the Toronto Symphony Youth Orchestra; it is called
'To Make a Wish', and was composed in honour of the McGibbons. The
Canadian Brass also performed and there was a colourful and
fascinating video tribute directed by Robert Ennis. Among the many
people working hard on the Steering Committee for the evening was
Club member Jeanie Hersenhoren.

MINDS ON THE MOVE

There are a number of adjectives that can be used to describe
artist/gallery owner Jack Pollock--knowledgeable and flamboyant are
two, and though he comes on strong he makes an interesting speaker.
When he spoke at the June 12 luncheon, his audience was all
attention.
He told of renting a store on Elizabeth Street for $45 a month,
placing a painting in the window and becoming a gallery owner. He
looked for raunchy works, and didn't want a stable of artists. He
was never a businessman, he reported, that it was others who kept
him going. Today, he is teaching art.
Jack decried the lack of contemporary Canadian art in the Art
Gallery of Ontario and referred to the days when the Ontario
Society of Artists held an annual exhibition there. "There was a
lot of excitement then and it is missing today" he said. He also
spoke out about art critics. "I don't understand what they are
talking about today. Art has to communicate but so do critics."
In thanking the speaker, Kathleen Kritzwiser referred to him as the
"I met him 34 years ago when he was painting
'Jack of all trades'.
daisies on a pavement to get attention. I was quite impressed and
decided he wasn't all that bad. He has opened doors for artists
and we are appreciative."

Number One
in a Series
LIFE MEMBER
C. ALLAN BURTON

Editor's Note: Because we do not see Life Members at the Club as
regularly as other members, Past-President John Irwin has suggested
that the Newsletter might 'introduce' one in every other issue of
the Newsletter. Here's the first one: C. Allan Burton.

I

I

I.
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Many of us think of Allan Burton as the retired company chairman of
The Robert Simpson Co. Ltd. and, while that is correct, not as many
know that he graduated from the University with a degree in architecture in 1934-35. He began practice as an interior designer and
one of his projects was the boardroom of the Bank of Canada in
Ottawa. The furniture for that room was constructed by another Life
Member of the Club, Frank Carrington. In that period Allan and
Sid Bersudsky were charter members of the National Industrial Design
Council which was formed to encourage better product design and
which opened Design Centres in Toronto and Montreal.

q

Allan was also active in the militia, with the Governor-General Body
Guard; he went overseas with that unit during World War II, serving
in England, Italy, Holland and Germany, and was awarded the D.S.O.
in Italy in 1944. In 1940-50 he was Lt. Col. Commanding the G.G.H.G.
One of the things he remembers of the war with pleasure were the food
packages he received from The Arts & Letters Club, as did all Club
members who went overseas.
He returned to Simpson's and held various positions until his
retirement in 1979. During his lifetime, he has worked with the
Metropolitan Toronto Industrial Commission, the United Appeal, the
Board of Trade, The Hospital for Sick Children, and others.

OUR WORLD OF ART

A recent issue of The Atlantic Advocate features a three-page
article about Alan Collier and his work. It was written by Fergus
Cronin. It deals with Al's painting in the Maritimes and is filled
with interesting stories about people he has encountered while
painting--such as the time a fifth-generation farmer stopped to
watch him and then talked at length. Al is quoted as saying, "I
learned a good deal about potato culture from him, but I didn't get
much drawing done."

4

. Past-President John Morrow has noted that on a floor of the Toronto
General Hospital there are numerous 'no smoking' signs, yet two
portraits of prominent doctors--one by Frederick Varley and the other
by John Alfsen--show the subjects smoking. He wonders if the
hospital might ask a Club member to paint out the cigarette and pipe.
. The controversial painting, owned by David Mitchel and an
associate, and believed to have been by Tom Thomson is now almost
certainly genuine. The Canadian Conservation Institute conducted
a number of tests, incuding laser scanning, x-rays, infra-red
spectroscopy and wood identification. They found the painting
consistent with other works by Thomson. David's response:
"I knew
I was right from the start."
. Fourteen A.J. Casson paintings, reproduced in two folios of 700
prints, are currently on sale at $700 a print or $4,900 for each
folio at The Frame Shoppe & Gallery on Avenue Road. Also noted
recently is that the silica-richmountain in Al's Bale Fine painting
has been saved from mining. Falconbridge Ltd. has voluntarily
surrendered its mining interest in the property. This year the
Season's Greeting card used by Sunnybrook Hospital is to be another

8.
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Casson drawing, as for the past four years. They are given to
patients and sold in the gift shop to raise money for research.

4

. Rudolf Stussi was artist-in-residence at the McMichael Canadian
Art Collection during June following a similar stint by Philippa
Faulkner...Tom Bjarnason has been invited to instruct a course in
illustration for the Icelandic College of Arts and Crafts in
Reykjavik, Iceland. He'll be away for two months, renewing his
contact with the land of his father...Norman and Gordon Laws,
William Sherman, Murray Stewart and Alan Wingate were unexpectedly
reunited for the first time in 48 years for a sun-filled 5th of
July day of watercolour and acrylic landscape painting at an
interesting large abandoned farm complex near Snowball, Ontario.
Bill and Murray spontaneously organized the outing of the five
Club members who are all early 1940's graduates of Toronto's Northern
Vocational (now Secondary) School Art Department.

ARCHIVES NOTES

i

Jim Hubbard has donated an archivist's delight: the punning coats
of arms which decorate our Great Hall were designed and painted by
J.E.H. MacDonald to commemorate the Club's move to 14 Elm Street in
1920. By the early 1960's, these works had badly deteriorated. In
the process of reproducing these panels with better paint and
sturdier boards, Robert Hubbard, Jim's father, made tracings of the
originals. Jim has donated these tracings, along with 16 framed
photographs of members, Boar's Head programs and newspaper clippings
from the 1940's to the 1960's--all related to Club members.
Another gem has been donated by long-time (now non-resident) member
John Fleetwood-Morrow, which arrived at the Club via Wentworth
Walker. It consists of a metal case containing 50 glass slides
taken in the early 1940's. (John was a well-known photographer
during the middle years of this century.) These slides show work in
progress of the wood statues which decorate the reredos of St. Thomas
Church on Huron Street (just south of our temporary quarters). These
statues were designed by A. Scott Carter and carved by Ted Watson.
Both members now deceased.
'Thanks' for photographs of recent Club events to Ron Vickers,
Ted Brock, Tom Hull and Jack Carr. And for printed material about
members, 'thanks' to Ann Rothery, Elmer Phillips, Jack Yocom and
Ted Brock.

J. NORRIE SWANSON

John Norrie Swanson M.D.; F.R.C.P.(EDIN.); F.R.C.P.(C), until
recently the Chief of Rheumatology at the Orthopaedic and Arthritic
Hospital in Toronto, died on June 7.
As a graduate of Edinburgh University and a post-graduate scholar
at Harvard, he was well equipped for leadership in his chosen field.
As a physician, he combined a passion for new ideas in research,
communication and patient care, with a genuine love of his patients,
which endeared him to them throughout their lives.
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Alongside this, Swanson found time to be involved in television,
radio and films; to serve as director of countless professional
associations; to teach at the University of Toronto; to travel
widely and to play the piano until the walls of his Toronto
condominium reverberated with the music of Chopin and Mozart.

I

In 1960 he took on additional tasks with bewildering speed:
between
1960 and 1966 he was president of the Canadian Association of
Occupational therapists; he became commanding officer of 4005
Auxiliary Medical Unit of the Royal Canadian Air Force, which
involved examining medical problems anticipated in a third world war;
and he was medical director of the Ontario division of the
Canadian
Arthritis and Rheumatism Society.
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Later, he became director of audiovisual resources for the University

of Toronto medical faculty, joined our Club in 1968, a charter
member
\
S

11-J
S

of the board of the Ontario Educational Communications
Authority
(1970-1972), president of the Canadian Association for the
Study of
Instructional

Media,

president

of the Health Sciences

Communications

Association of North America in 1970 (the only Canadian
ever to hold
this office) and chairman of the Ontario Council of Health's
subcommittee on audiovisual systems. He was vice-president of the
East
Canada division of the Canadian Science Film Association
and a member
of the visual aids committee of the American Arthritis Foundation.
Loyalty to his Scottish roots was also a Norrie Swanson
trademark--to
don the kilt and to raise a glass to the 'Immortal
Memory' of Robert
Burns, was his delight--at our yearly Burns Nights, and
as a member
of the St. Andrew's Society.
Sheila Swanson, one of his four children, is the librarian
at the
Academy of Medicine.

H.G. 'RIK' KETTLE

A Member of the Club for 56 years and a Life Member
for the last 11
years, H. Garnet 'Rik' Kettle died on June 11. He
was a teacher,
artist, cabinet maker and, in later life, a businessman.
He was
particularly active in the Club during the 19 3 0-40's.
Rik was educated at Christ's Hospital and Keble College,
Oxford and
came to Canada when Club Past-President Vincent Massey
offered to
put up money for new art facilities at the college.
Kettle was
hired to teach art despite having no formal training
in the subject.
He joined the Club shortly after his arrival and soon
was active in
art circles.
The Picture Loan Society was an inspiration of Kettle's
which he
promoted in an article in the Queen's Quarterly.
He also became
deeply involved in the formation of the Federation
of Canadian
Artists and he was named National Secretary. Out of
his efforts and
those of Past-President Sir Ernest MacMillan, Marcus
Adney and
others came the Royal Commission on National Development
in the Arts
Letters and Sciences under Vincent Massey and a permanent
lobby
&
group, the Canadian Conference of the Arts.
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In 1942 he was engaged, because of his skill as a cabinet maker, to
teach workers how to fabricate spruce and balsa-wood Mosquito airplanes at the Massey-Harris works in Weston. By the war's end, he
was general manager of the aircraft division. In 1952 he moved over
to public relations at Massey and was vice-president of the
department when he retired in 1972.

Charles 'Chuck' Matthews died on Thursday, August 2 and was buried
on Saturday, August 4, following a private famiy service. A
memorial service will be held at a later date.
His was a glorious life, as a family man, businessman, patron of the
arts and as a very active member of this Club for 70 years. At a
Club birthday party on Friday, April 6 of this year, President
Michael Spence identified him as Fellow Member No.2, second only to
August Bridle.
He served on the Executive Committee for 13 years, appeared on stage
in early Spring Revues, handled ticket sales, took motion and still
photographs of Club activities and individuals. He was the spark
behind the Club's sending of parcels to members serving overseas
during the last war. And when he became aware of the food problems
faced by our associated Savage Club in London, he raised funds and
organized the sending of 100 complete turkey dinners in 1947-48 and

I

I I

49.
'Chuck' had a special liking and respect for artists and he filled
his home to overflowing with paintings and sculpture.
In recent years his ambition was to celebrate his 100th birthday and
In fact, his 100th birthday party at the
again he was successful.
Club was the most memorable and moving occasion in memory.
As the Newsletter reported in April, he was a distinguished member,
friend and benefactor and we were fortunate to have been able to
show him our appreciation and joy in his achieving his remarkable
age.

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

4I

The Federal and Ontario film funding agencies have announced an
annual $5,000 bursary as a tribute to Gerald Pratley, the long-time
director of the Ontario Film Institute. Gerald officially retires
in September, a few months after the Institute joined forces with
the Festival of Festivals to become Cinematheque Ontario. He has
been the subject of at least three newspaper tributes lately. He
attended the recent Cannes Festival and will be speaking to the
Club about it...During the Cannes Festival, Robert Flaherty was
singled out as one of the early greats of film making...Kathleen
Hermant, Co-Chairman of the 'Fall Special Event' in benefit of the
Stratford Festival, hosted a dinner at Ed Mirvish's Warehouse
Restaurant...Louis Applebaum is quoted in the press as saying:
"The score for Macbeth is one of the most complex I have worked on
in years because it involved a slow building process with sounds
manufactured electronically."
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Honorary Member Hamilton Southam, founding director-general of the
National Arts Centre in Ottawa, has called for the current directorgeneral to step down amid a situation of "betrayal and disaster"...
Non-resident Thomas Daly, the brother of Richard Daly, is the
subject of a chapter in a forthcoming book about the National Film
Board of Canada

l

(Film

History,

Volume 3).

We quote:

"After John

Grierson, no-one has been more central to the success of the National
Film Board than Tom Daly...Walter Johnson is shy to talk about it,
but for 35 years he has been deeply involved in medical research with
the NASA space program. His work involves "analysing the eye
•lj _ / movement responses of the astronauts under both normal gravity
condition and those occurring during short periods of weightlessness
S,
i to obtain profile information to assist in the selection of future
space

travellers"...Among

10 Globe and Mail employees

chosen in

July

to receive the Publisher's Award from Roy A. Megarry were two Club
members: Kay Kritzwiser, Art Critic for 10 years, and Herbert
Whittaker, Drama Critic from 1949 to his retirement.
Raymond Peringer wrote a letter to Saturday Night recently concerning
confusion about the law and justice system. "Justice is the goal,
law is merely a means to that goal. It would help if judges would
stop the arrogant practise of styling themselves 'Mr. Justice
Somebody'.
Imagine a doctor on joining the board of a medical
association calling himself Dr. Joe 'Healthy' Smith!...Now our
letters-to-the-editor writers have come up with a new twist: Raymond
wrote to the Globe and Mail about Toronto hosting the Olympic Games.
Then Jim Parr followed up with a letter saying "Raymond Peringer is
right". What will they come up with next?...Thomas Howarth,
Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto, has a sharp eye: recently
he spotted an air-view photograph in The Globe and Mail identified as
Simon Fraser University. Not so, said Thomas, "It is an aerial
photograph of the first phase of building Laurentian University and
Federated Colleges, Sudbury, of which I am the architect-planner".
At a recent Literary Table luncheon about opera, reference was made
to Harold Flammger's silk opera hat. In England, Harold dressed
properly when going to the opera. But styles change and when he saw
a newspaper want ad seeking an opera hat, he replied. It was the
wardrobe mistress (a man) who required such a hat for a production
of the Merchant of Venice in which Laurence Olivier was playing.
Harold was paid twice what the hat cost and was given the opportunity
to buy two tickets to the 'sold out' production...Some long-time
Members might want to know that Ida Hubbard died on July 1 after a
short illness. Ida was the wife of our late member Bob Hubbard and
the mother of Jim. She was in her 85th year and maintained a keen
interest in Club activities. She insisted on making a small donation
to the Club Building Fund when plans for the renovations were first
announced
THE ILLUSTRATORS
IN THIS ISSUE
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The pen and ink drawings in this issue are the work of PastPresident John Morrow. They are of artistic stonework (gargoyles?)
on downtown buildings--an art form that seems to have been lost.
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Jim Morris, Jean Edwards, Alan Wingate, Raymond Peringer, Anton
Wagner, Kay Kritzwiser, Jack Carr, John Morrow, Roly Pincoe,
Malcolm Sinclair, Fergus Cronin, Jim Hubbard, Richard Daly, Harold
Flammger, Harry Ferguson and Sid Bersudsky. Editor:
Howard
Gerring.
Your contributions are welcomed on or before the next
deadline of Friday, October 5--the first Friday in October.
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'Rik' Kettle's aerial perspective of Upper Canada College printed in
the 1930's and now a collector's item.
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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

I regret to report some slippage in the contractor's schedule for the
renovation of 14 Elm Street.
He has now agreed to put more manpower
on the job and promises "substantial completion" for November 5, a
fortnight later than originally promised. We have good hopes that
the new deadline will be met. After we recover possession, we'll need
another fortnight to move in and set up. We've arranged with the
Academy of Medicine to stay in their premises until our building is
ready for use.
A very small consolation for the delay is that because the
contractor's work lagged, his invoices did too, so that we were able
to negotiate some postponement of the mortgage loan and have
benefitted from the recent drop in interest rates. There have been
some unbudgeted expenses, but so far they are within our contingency
allowance.

O

You will have noted from the Playbill that we have a very active
calendar of events this fall. Attendance immediately after the
August break was a little light but it improved later in September,
and the Club's rhythm has now returned to normal. Members who haven't
visited our temporary quarters are urged to do so; the round luncheon
tables at the Academy are very conducive to conviviality.

EXECUTIVE NOTES

After discussions on several occasions, the Executive Committee has
adopted the following resolutions:
"(1) that all Club positions outside the Executive Committee fall vacant once a year, with appointments to be recommended by the Nominating Committee and approved by
the Executive Committee. (2) that the Nominating Committee propose
a deputy for each position, who can assume the office's duties
immediately if the officeholder is unavailable for any reason."
Present officeholders are eligible for reappointment.

NEW MEMBERS

John H. Day, member, is a consultant and a B.Arch. Landscape
Architecture. He is also an actor with the Georgetown Little Theatre,
and a son-in-law of member Aubrey Gray. He was proposed by Aileen
Tyrrell Morrow.

9

Anthony Levitt, member, is a doctor with the Toronto General Hospital.
He was born in western Australia and moved to Canada in search of a
career challenge. He has written, directed and performed in community
revues in Australia and in hospital revues here. He was proposed by
Gail Robinson.
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Shawn Sevier, professional, is the first son of member Gerry Sevier
and is an art teacher at Don Head Secondary School in Richmond Hill.
He is a painter and sculptor and interested in participating in our
stage activities. He was proposed by Tom McNeely.
AN EVENING
OF FILMS

The September 11 Members' Dinner, organized by Frances Smith-Evans,
was billed as 'Festivals Galore', and it turned out to be a grand
tour of the world's film festivals led by our connoisseur, Gerald
Pratley. Canada, we discovered, was ahead of the U.S. when in 1956
a film festival was first screened at Stratford's Shakespeare
Festival. It was Gerald's lively anecdotal reminiscences about the
Cannes Film Festival that drew the most humour of the evening, which
ended with the showing of three award-winning films. "Film draws us
to the feeling of being close to people" said Gerald. We all agreed.
Gerald recently retired as director of the Ontario Film Institute and
over 300 people streamed into the Queen Victoria Room of the Sutton
Place Hotel to attend a dinner held in his honour by the Festival of
Festivals Cinematheque (the new name of what was the Ontario Film
Institute) and the Ministry of Culture. Gerald's remarkably diversified life in film history, education, appreciation, broadcasting and
programming, and his contribution to Canadian film in particular,
were highlighted throughout the dinner by dozens of speakers and
guests including Jim Parr, Nicholas Goldschmidt and Christopher
Chapman

THORSELL OF THE
GLOBE AND MAIL

"Most people want to talk to me about Meech Lake," said William
Thorsell, editor-in-chief of The Globe and Mail, when he spoke at our
Guest Dinner on September 20. "Arts & Letter members want to talk
about the thinking behind the recently revamped national newspaper."
With that, Thorsell began an interesting talk that seemed to answer
the queries foremost in the minds of Club members.
Newspaper readership, he said, has fallen in recent years; in 1967,
73% of U.S. individuals read a newspaper regularly. By 1988 that had
fallen to 51%. Moreover, 20% of newspaper subscribers don't read the
paper. One of the reasons is that many people have less unstructured
time and illiteracy is high. "We decided to buy the time of
individuals by restructuring the paper."
In addition to changes in typefaces, subheadings now appear above the
headings to summarize articles. There are more and larger photographs
and white space is used to 'lighten' pages. All this to make the
paper 'a readers' newspaper'.
News coverage has been reduced in some
areas and increased in others--the arts especially are given more
pages, particularly on weekends.
Despite a talk filled with information, Club members still had
questions to ask and Mr. Thorsell patiently answered each one until
the chairman called a halt.
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From the first skirl of a bagpipe medley, played by a piper of the
75th Toronto Scottish Regiment, to the moment our steward Tom Domegan
carried high the birthday cake with candles alight, it was William
Elgin Swinton's hour at the Arts & Letters luncheon on Friday,
September 28.
The 90th birthday celebration for Bill was truly a
tribute, heartfelt.
At the outset, Bill said, "I just want to warn you! Any more of this
and I shall have to make, not a speech, but a lecture of two hours!"
But President Sirluck went ahead anyway, calling attention to the
portrait of Bill, painted by Club member Brian McDowell, which hangs
in the Academy of Medicine. President Sirluck described Bill as "an
admired institution, whose symbolic costume in that portrait really
depicts him as Superman--and I call on Jim Parr and John Scott to
tell us why."
And both members did, with simple sincerity.
Parr said he met Bill when he was a "75 year old youngster" with an
impressive record as historian with the British Museum (Natural

History), a war record with British Intelligence in the Second World
War, and early medical training behind him. He was noted for his
love of language and was a brilliant speaker "with an ability to
demolish a specious argument."
John Scott, who organized the birthday celebration, listed Bill's
far-ranging educational achievements from his science degrees,
doctorates, honorary doctorates, to the publication of 16 books and
more than 200 papers. Not the least was his appointment by command
of the Queen Mother to act as tutor in biology for her two young
princesses, Elizabeth and Margaret.
Bill's reply to the members' spontaneous stand for applause was
moving proof of the phrase used by Lovat Dickson to describe Swinton
in his 1986 book 'The Museum Makers', where he refers to "his natural
eloquence combined with a mind clear of clutter."
Bill told us how he came to Canada and the Royal Ontario Museum by
time and chance on the 4th of June, 1960. When retirement was
mandatory at 65, after his three-year term as director, "Claude
Bissell offered me an office in Massey College and I had 25 years
there...a good life."
For this special occasion, Bill said, "Of all audiences, none so dear
to me as this. I only wish I could be more eminent to shine upon you."
The birthday candles blown out, members rose as one and sang Happy
Birthday, his eminence enow.
LITERATURE

t

Under the guidance of Katherine Morrison, Literary Table members are
busy reading four recent books that will be discussed at future
luncheons: 'The Progress of Love' by Alice Munro on Tuesday,
November 13; 'Soloman Gursky Was Here' by Mordecai Richler on Tuesday,
January 8; 'Fifth Business' by Robertson Davies on Tuesday, March 12;
and 'Cat's Eye' by Margaret Atwood on Tuesday, May 7.
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. Before then, on Tuesday, October 23, member William Rogers will be
speaking about and showing some of the books that his great, great
grandfather brought to Canada in 1832. Samuel Fisher was a publisher (
and bookseller in London and he settled in Quebec City, moved to
Montreal and later to Kingston and Toronto. Eventually he sold most
of his 3,000 stock at auction and moved to Stayner to homestead on
100 acres of uncleared land. The books that Bill will be showing are
part of an eclectic collection including Pope's 'Homer' and penny
dreadfuls.
. Kay Kritzwiser may have retired as an art critic of The Globe and
Mail, but she hasn't stopped writing for the newspaper. Last month,
in a 'Letter from Midland', she wrote"that it might be 1990, but
there's a spot in this corner of Ontario where some people act as if
they are living in the seventeenth century. That's at the
reconstructed Jesuit mission of Sainte-Marie of the Hurons'
. We've all heard or read the statement that "immigrants behave
differently from Canadians". Member and author Austin Clarke, a
newcomer from Barbados, related in a recent Globe and Mail feature
article that his history and development ended when he set foot in
Canada. Where were the people he had grown up with, to whom could
he talk about anything? What happened to his roots? Austin
compared himself to T.S. Eliot, an outsider in England who
experienced the same alienation. Austin's latest novel is 'Proud
Empires' published by Penguin.
. Member Vernon Mould, editor of Old Times, a magazine published
twice a year by Upper Canada College for parents, faculty and friends,
is also the author of a lengthy article in the recent issue about the
retirement of Principal Eric Barton who retired this past summer.
MUSIC

One of the best-kept secrets of Canadian musical life is that the
largest music festival in this country has been held for 13 years in
a rural area about an hour east of Montreal. It is the International
Festival of Lanaudiere and member Valerie Siren described it in a
four-page article in a recent issue of Music Magazine. Valerie is
well qualified for such an assignment: she is a singer, historian,
writer and founder of Syrinx Concerts here in Toronto.
. The Faculty of Music at the University of Toronto led off its
1990-91 Faculty Artists Series on September 29 with a concert of
chamber music with a group including Gerard Kantarjian as violinist.
The concerts are presented monthly from September to February in
Walter Hall.
. The Les Amis Concert series will begin again in November and, as
in the past, artistic director Michael Pepa's ensemble with present
noon-hour preview concerts in our Great Hall beginning on Monday,
December 3. During the season, Michael will conduct two groups and
member Dorothy Lawson, cello, will appear on two occasions.
. Two of our well-known members, Louis Applebaum and Life Member
Robertson Davies have joined forces to write a children's 'Ghost

HE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS& VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES

ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE AR7S & LIETTERS CLUT

Story' that will be presented first on October 29 in the Ottawa

museum and later at Toronto's Young People's Theatre.
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OUR WORLD OF ART

Member Rudolf Stussi continues to create art on an international
scale. Early this summer, after submitting a sketch for a North York
mural competition, he and his wife travelled in the Far East to paint
in the Philippines, Hong Kong and China. While on the trip, they
created the scenic background for a new animated film, 'Peter Pan',
for Twentieth Century Fox. And on their return in mid-August Rudolf
was awarded the mural commission which he completed in one month on
linen canvas with acrylic paints in time for the official unveiling
during Arts Week at the Driftwood Community Centre at Jane and Finch.
He also opened an exhibition of his urban watercolours, 'Dis Torted
City' at Galerie Rochon from September 15 to October 16 and his
exhibition in Bancroft from September 28 to October 20. As if that
was not enough, the Spring 1991 edition of American Artist (a special
watercolour issue) will feature an article entitled 'Creating a Mood'.
It will be his second appearance in that large-circulation magazine.
. Past-President Fred Haines (1947-49) was the subject of a handsome
retrospective exhibition of 63 paintings and etchings at the Art
Gallery of Peel from September 5 to 17. A beautiful catalogue
published by Libby's of Toronto Art Gallery covered his contributions
during his lifetime (1879-1960): President of the Ontario Society of
Artists and the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts; Principal of the
Ontario College of Art for two decades and a Director of the Art
Gallery of Toronto (now Ontario). Fred was a cousin of Frank
Carmichael and he impartially promoted traditional styles as well as
those that were revolutionary. A biography of Fred is being written
by his daughter, Dorothy Hoover.
. Something to think about: Artwork donated to the Art Gallery of
Ontario during the 1989-90 year has been valued at $13.1 million,
nearly double the value of artwork received in the previous year.
The gifts included A.J. Casson's 'Old Store at Salem, 1931' and
Lauren Harris' sketch for 'Lake Superior, 1924'. Also acquired
through a Giving Fund was a Harris triptych 'Autumn Forest with
Glaciated Bedrock, Georgian Bay, 1914-15'.
* Perhaps the Newsletter should have an 'Artists in Print' section:
Member Warren Clements contributes a comic strip (Nestlings) to the
comics page of The Globe and Mail in addition to his other duties
in
the editorial department. And each month, Lesley Fairhead
contributes a large drawing to Starship, a children's feature section
of The Toronto Star. The drawings usually deal with a holiday
activity and are designed to influence young readers to participate
rather than just look. At the Club, Lesley does the lettering in the
large scrapbook.

<i

. Recent exhibitions: Gerald Sevier had an exhibition of 'Scenes
Across Canada' from September 8-21 at the Quan-Schieder Gallery...
'Paintings of Greece and Canada' by Charles Hilder were exhibited
at the John B. Aird Gallery from September 7- 2 9...Christopher Adeney
had a showing of recent work painted in the Arctic at the La Maison

__________________
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de la Culture from September 27 to October 12...John Joy's recent
acrylics and watercolours were exhibited at Ingram Fine Art from
September 13-29. And Margaret Ludwig now has a showing of new
paintings at Alliance Francaise until October 27.
Future exhibitions:
Bev Hagan will have a show at Innverlynn Art,
1300 Gifford St., Whitby, from October 14 to 28...John McLean will
have a showing of 'New Oil Paintings on Canvas' at the Art Dialogue
Gallery from October 25 until November 10...John Gould's work will
be exhibited at Roberts Gallery from October 31 to November 10...
D. Mackay Houstoun will also be showing at Roberts Gallery from
November 14 to 24...Kay Murray-Weber will have a 'Show of Stars' on
paper at the Rosedale United Church from December 2-30 with an
artist's reception on December 8 from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m....And
Artists' Choice at Roberts Gallery from January 19 to February 2
will feature the work of a number of Club artists.

Number 42

There have not been many architects to grace the position of

in a series

PAST PRESIDENT
NORMAN MCMURRICH

president of our Club.

One has to go back to W.N. Moorhouse and his

term of 1949-51 for the previous one--rare as Tom Thomson paintings,
as David Mitchell might say, not like artists and musicians who have
'hogged' that exalted position.
Norm McMurrich, today a consultant to the giant firm of Norr
Partnership Ltd., decided in 1982 that he would not disappear as a
past president and you will still see his name as a member of the
Activities Committee.
"The number and variety of events planned for
our return to Elm Street are positively intimidating," he says.

He was at the helm long before the decision was made to buy the
premises we had rented since 1921.
In fact, so remote did owning our
own building seem during Norm's term that he remembers sketching a
plan for returning to the Club's first premises above the old Court

SHouse on Adelaide Street.

il...
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......
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He was a product of Upper Canada College, Central Technical School
and the University of Toronto, where he earned
his B.Arch. in 1946

--with time out for a tour as intelligence officer with the 48th
Highlanders in Italy and Northwest Europe. He is a fellow of the
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada (of which he was once
president), an honorary fellow of the American Institute of
Architects and an honorary member of the Mexican Society of
Architects. From 1953 to 1987 he had his own firm--McMurrich &
Oxley, formerly Somerville McMurrich and Oxley.

Among the many structures he helped design in the Toronto
area are

the U. of T. medical sciences building, the headquarters building
for
the Presbyterian Church, and several buildings for Trinity College.
He is at present custodial architect for alterations to Osgoode Hall.
Up to and including his years as Vice-President and President of our
Club, he found time for a wide variety of Club activities, including
writing and/or acting in about 15 spring shows, and indulging his
love of watercolour painting and pen-and-wash drawings, several of
his works having appeared in juried shows. Energetic squash
satisfies his need for exercise.
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During his regime, Norm helped to steer the Club away from the longheld policy of discouraging the name of the Club from being mentioned
in the public press, except in obituaries. In fact, he thinks we
could do more to encourage all the arts, and keep abreast of current
trends "instead of spending our time talking about the Group of Seven."
For this purpose, he thinks the Club should have a publicity committee.
Although a previous president said the Club was "dedicated to
jackassery," Norm sees it rather as a confederation of interests. A
publicity committee, he believes, would help us accomplish more than
self-entertainment and, in the process, "produce some high-class
promotion."
ALAN C. COLLIER
1911-1990

Alan Caswell Collier, R.C.A., O.S.A., a member of the Club since 1949,
died suddenly on Thursday, August 23. He was 79. Though he had heart
trouble in recent years, his death came as a shock to his numerous
friends and acquaintances. He was in the midst of customizing a large
new motorhome for a summer of painting in western Canada.
He will be remembered as the artist who recorded the contemporary
Canadian landscape from one coast to the other and into the Arctic as
no one else has ever done. His work is to be found in the National
Gallery, the Art Gallery of Ontario, in numerous other galleries and
in the collections of business firms and individuals.
He once said "People are always saying to me that they distinguish my
paintings by my style. But, I never know what my style is. I know
that I try to get angular things, that angular subjects attract me.
I try to simplify things. I try to get a pattern". That pattern is
perhaps best seen in his Arctic work, first undertaken in 1972 when
he and his wife, Ruth, spent 11 weeks aboard the Canadian Coast Guard
icebreaker d'Iberville to sketch the Eastern High Arctic. He returned
again in 1978 to spend five weeks going through the Northwest Passage
on the John A. Macdonald. In 1984 and 1985 he spent two weeks of
each year in the High Arctic as a guest of the Polar Continental Shelf
Project.
Any future retrospective showings of his paintings will testify to the
grandeur of this country and to his ability to capture it for the
pleasure of others.
When in high school, Al discovered he had a knack for getting a likeness and he planned on being a portrait painter. He later concentrated on landscapes. However, his portraits are to be found in
numerous schools, universities and business and private collections.
His mural work can be seen at Ryerson and in the Bank of Canada
office at Queen Street and University Avenue.
Al graduated from the Ontario College of Art in 1933 and worked for
several commercial studios in the city. At the same time, he
exhibited with the Ontario Society of Artists, and the Royal Canadian
Academy. In 1937 he moved to New York to study at the Art Students'
League and to work in commercial studios. He returned to Canada in
1942 and the following year he joined the Canadian Army, Artillery
Survey and served overseas.
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In 1955 he joined the staff of the Ontario College of Art, retiring
in 1967 to devote full time to painting.

1

Al's first solo showing of his work was at the Roberts Gallery in
1956 and he exhibited there regularly. In 1968 he also joined the
Kensington Gallery in Calgary, and began alternating shows each year
with the two galleries. His exhibitions at each gallery have always
been successful.
Over the years as a member of the Club, Al was an active individual
in a variety of ways: working behind the scenes of Spring Shows,
decorating the Great Hall and serving on the Executive Committee.
Until recent years, he taped activities as well as photographed
events and people. The tapes, photos and slides are now part of our
archives. Yearly, he presented a striking figure as the Marshall in
our annual Boar's Head procession.
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

Our writers of 'letters to the editor' kept up a grand old tradition
this past summer: Austin Clarke was quoted in the Saturday Magazine
of The Toronto Star as saying: "I do not agree with the prevailing
view that this country is falling apart, is being fractured by
political intransigence of the east and political stupidity of the
west. I believe that Toronto and Canada are more bearable to live
in; are reasonably tolerant of the diversity of people and mores."
Beth Reynolds wrote to The Globe and Mail to say that "Baseball is
sometimes a fascinating game, but to define a city (Montreal) by its
ownership, or lack thereof, of a baseball franchise is truly
'provincial' namely countrified or rustic; narrow or illiberal.
Love it or leave it, admire or ignore it, Montreal can never be
described as either rustic or narrow."
David Skene-Melvin also wrote to The Globe about a Michael Valpy
rhetorical question: "what were the flaks from the Blue Jays and
the Leafs thinking of?" concerning the sponsorship of an advertisement
in support of the police.
Peter Garstang and Raymond Peringer are currently on an 18-day canoe
trip on Lake Superior...Blair Laing was recently named a member of
the Order of Canada, thus joining a number of other Club members who
have been so honoured...Next Spring, the garden of Les Tibbles,
often seen in his paintings, will be seen in TV commercials for Home
Hardware and White Rose Nurseries. Les has just returned from
Carleton Place where he judged the Art Council's September Arts
Festival...Louis Applebaum has been elected the first president of
the Society of composers, authors and music publishers of Canada
(SOCAN), a group formed through the recent merger of two other
organizations...A 14-minute motion picture film produced by Joyce
Wieland, 'Rat Life and Diet in North America', was shown at the
Ulrike Ottinger Film Retrospective held at the Art Gallery of Ontario
in October. Ulrike is a contemporary feminist German filmmaker and
Joyce's film was one of a number of works produced by women over the
past 20 years...Arthur Gelber has been named to the Board of Trustees
of the Art Gallery of Ontario to represent Associates from the
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CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

College of Founders...A Gilbert and Sullivan Singalong at Roy
Thomson Hall on Sunday, October 14 in support of The Heart and Stroke
Foundation of Ontario was hosted by member Arnold Edinborough and
featured singer Barbara Collier as one of the artists.

Fergus Cronin, Kay Kritzwiser, John Morrow, Raymond Peringer and
Frances Smith-Evans.
Editor:
Howard Gerring.
Your contributions are welcomed. Please note that the deadline for
the December issue will be Friday, November 30.
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'Above thefireplace
let us set the emblem of the clubthe Viking ship
with the sailsfull spread before the rising sun,
to remind us of the open sea
and the greatadventure.'

0

THE LAMPS Vol. 1, No. 2
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December, 1990
Vol.49, No.307
PRESIDENT' S
REPORT

1. The deadline for Newsletter copy comes just after we moved out of
our temporary quarters in the Academy of Medicine and before we
opened at 14 Elm Street, so it is too early to proclaim that we are
back home. For the staff and the members' work parties this hiatus is
the antithesis of a lull. There is an enormous amount of work to be
done before we can open, and we can only be thankful that there is so
much willingness to help, organized and supervised by the indefatigable team of Jack Carr and Michael Spence.
Those who have visited the site recently know that the renovation has
been very successful. There have been major changes but the look and
feel of our century-old building is the same (I don't mean the cold
draughts in the Great Hall, which we think we have subdued). It will
take a while to know whether the renovated building works as well as
it looks, but the architects say they are happy.

e

2. By resolution of the Executive Committee, appointments to Club
positions not reserved to the annual General Meeting have been put on
an annual basis and the procedure formalized. In consequence, the
Nominating Committee has recommended, and the Executive Committee has
approved, the following appointments for the Club year 1990-91:
Archivist: Ray Peringer, Curator: John Snell, Librarian: David SkeneMelvin, Newsletter Editor: Howard Gerring, Stage Manager: Roly Pincoe.
The Nominating Committee would be glad to have your suggestions for
the 1991-92 Club year, both for the above positions and for Club
officers and other members of the Executive Committee. The Nominating
Committee consists of the Club officers and those members of the
Executive who are serving the second year of their terms during the
season (shown with a figure one in parenthesis on the first page of
the Telephone List). The Chairman is Donald Pounsett.
3. The Debenture Campaign has brought in about $570,000 to date from
about 150 subscribers--a little over half the target amount from
about one-quarter of the total membership or about one-third of the
resident membership. Sales of the debentures will end December 31.
THE TELEPHONE LIST

O

In order to ensure that the Telephone List is accurate, members are
asked to check their entries and report as quickly as possible to the
Office Administrator any inaccuracies or alterations. A supplementary
list, including names and numbers of recent members, will be mailed to
all members.
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NEW MEMBERS

Susan loannou, professional, is a writer and teacher and a director

of Wordwrights Canada. She has written two books of poetry and a
punctuation primer for children. She was proposed by John Renouf.
Richard Outram, professional, is a writer. He worked for many years
with the CBC from which he is now retired. He is a member of PEN,
has published a dozen books and given two readings at Harbourfront.
He was proposed by Ernest Sirluck.
Alan Walker, non-resident, lives in Ancaster and is a professor and
chairman of the Department of Music at McMaster University. He was
proposed by Valerie Siren.
Margaret Marriott, member, recently retired from the National
Gallery of Canada where she was an editor of scientific journals.
She is a cousin of recent member Helen Downie and was proposed by
John Scott.
Marian Wilson, member, is president, publisher and editor-in-chief
of Pierre Publishing Co. Ltd., a leading drama publisher. She has
been an active participant in numerous theatrical groups and studied
theatre at Queen's University when Life Member Herman Voaden was the
playwright-in-residence. She was proposed by Past President
Michael Spence.
Fred Armstrong, non-resident, is a professor of history at the
University of Western Ontario, president of the Champlain Society
and author of numerous historical monographs. He was proposed by
Roger Carruthers.
Ruth Collier, member, has long been known to Club members as the wife
of the late Alan Collier. She is a graduate of the Ontario College
of Art and "wishes to continue my association with people in the
arts."
She was proposed by Lela Wilson.
Connie Payton-Kiellor, non-resident, is a singer living in Carleton
Place. She studied in England, performed with Sadlers Wells, the
German Opera Company and is well known for her performances in Canada.
She was proposed by Les Tibbles.

Editor's note: In the last issue of the Newsletter, new member
John H. Day was correctly identified as the son-in-law of member
Aubrey Gray. What wasn't known at the time is that John is also
the son of member Harold S. Day, which makes it an interesting Club
family.
THE LITERARY TABLE

Katharine Symons spoke to the Literary Table on October 9 about a
New York woman reporter who visited Ontario in 1835 and subsequently
wrote a book, 'Winter Studies and Summer Rambles in Canada'.
She
didn't find much to like--winter travel was filled with horrors,
Toronto was a fourth-rate provincial town and mosquitoes made

camping out most unpleasant.

She much preferred the United States.

She noted that there were three political parties in Upper Canada--
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the Tories who were the most influential and received grants of land;
the Whigs insisted on reform and the Radicals wished to see Canada
become a republic.

. Lois Darroch, on October 16, discussed her book 'Four Who Went to
the Civil War'. Lois' family name is Wolverton and the Ontario town
got its name from her early ancestors, four brothers of whom joined
the northern U.S. forces, along with an estimated 40-50,000 others
from Canada. Lois' book is a novel but it is largely based on
letters which the brothers wrote to the family. While people often

called the Canadians mercenaries, Lois believes that most of them
fought to free the slaves.

A former member is now preparing a motion

picture script based on the book.

. On October 30, Alan Carrie gave an interesting, fact-filled
review
of a book about the English language:
'The Mother Tongue or How it
Got That Way' by Bill Bryson. Thirty thousand years ago primitive
tribes used English, a neolithic language. Two thousand seven
hundred languages now exist and India has the most dialects
of any
country in the world. In Ireland, 94% speak only English and
1%
speak Gaelic. In Wales, Welsh is the national language and
in
Scotland twice as many Scots speak Gaelic as English. The tendency
now is that minority languages are diminishing.
English has been changed quite frequently--by the Normans in 1066,
King John in 1204 and Henry IV in the 13th century for example.

Chaucer and Shakespeare (who coined two thousand words) are typical
of writers who added to the language.

An<? JD 3.
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Because the book is of interest today, members might like to purchase
a copy. The publisher is William Morrow and Company.
. Mariano Fortuni, born into a prominent family of Spanish painters
in 1871, was the subject of an interesting talk by Loi Hathaway on
November 7. Mariano was interested in all aspects of art and moved
from one to another throughout his lifetime. As a boy he fell under
the spell of Wagner and music became all important. Then he turned
to sculpture and photography and eventually invented carbonized paper
for photographic processes. Designing for stage productions and the
use of lighting and cloth was an experience that led him into costume
design for well known actresses such as Isadora Duncan and a move
into opera and finally into opening shops in the U.S. and London.
'Property and Value', non-resident member Hugh Hood's eighth novel
in his projected 12-volume New Age epic, was released recently. One
reviewer has suggested that it is the strongest novel of the series.
The first was 'The Swing in the Garden', followed by 'A New Athens',
'Reservoir Ravine', 'Black and White Keys', 'The Scenic Art', 'The
Motor Boys in Ottawa', and 'Tony's Book'.
Hood recently read
excerpts from his latest volume on a CBC Morningside show.
. There is an interesting story behind a 'new' book titled 'New
Babylon'.
It was written in 1929/30 by former member Marcus Adeney,
the father of present member Chris Adeney. Marcus was then
music
critic for Saturday Night, a cellist with the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, a member of a luncheon trio playing at Simpson's
Arcadian
Court and later a founding member of the Solway String Quartet.
The manuscript won second prize in the Graphic Publishers'
competition for Canadian novels in 1931 and had reached galley
proof
stage when Graphic Publishers went out of business. Marcus
was able
to collect part of the $1,500 prize money and with it built a
cottage
on Robert's Island in Georgian Bay.
When Marcus and Mrs. Adeney moved to a retirement home in
1988, 'New
Babylon' was rediscovered. Lugus Production has now published the
book with a cover illustration that was created by Mrs. Adeney.
MUSIC

At the October 11 Music Luncheon, Andrea Hansen, violinist
with the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra presented an interesting talk
about her
life in music and her recent involvement with the teaching of music
to Inuit children in the Northwest Territories. What began as an
alternative recreational activity for northern children
has become
important creative tool for communication and learning in the north an
under the name The Children's Strings Across the Sky. One of the
guests attending the luncheon was inspired by Ms. Hansen's
address to
buy and donate a violin for use in the Inuit program.
* On October 25, Brenda Eprile, an accomplished professionallytrained musician, spoke on how music can affect and influence
success
in other disciplines by providing a key to a well balanced
perspective on life. Currently, Ms. Eprile is chairman
of the Ontario
Securities Commission.

m
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. Almost everything is changing these days. Take the University of
Toronto's official song as an example. The Blue and White, written
in 1908, has been updated to fit the image of the University of the
90's. It is now gender neutral! And our Professor Pat Hume, of the
Department of Computer Science and a former master of Massey College,
rewrote the first verse and revised the chorus. The song no longer
contains such phrases as 'all thy sons' and 'men of ev'ry faculty'.
Oh well, the music is still a real rouser!
. The Church of Saint Mary Magdalene on Ulster Street celebrated its
100th anniversary in 1988 with a weekend of music. It is still
celebrating and last month the Elmer Iseler Singers gave a concert
devoted almost entirely to the music of our late Past President
Healey Willan. He had been the church organist and choirmaster for
47 years. We knew Healey as the man who put our constitution to
music for singing at our annual meeting, to the joy of all those
present, year after year.
. Arnold Edinborough and his wife Letitia were guest readers at a
Christmas concert performed by the Oriana Singers at Grace Churchon-the-Hill on December 1 to begin the holiday season...Back in
September, member Iain Scott gave a lecture at the Sutton Place Hotel
about the Canadian Opera Company's production of Eugene Onegin and
two weeks later he gave another talk about the company's presentation
of The Coronation of Poppea. On a later occasion, Ruby Mercer spoke
about Memories of an Operatic Lifetime.
...Louis Applebaum has been elected to the Stratford Shakespearian
Festival Foundation of Canada Board of Governors...The Glory of
Mozart Festival from May 24 to July 13 next year has on its Board of
Directors three of our members: John B. Lawson, Mary Alice Stuart
and Harriet Bunting Weld. Nicholas Goldschmidt is the Festival's
Executive Director. A Festival performance at the Young People's
Theatre in May will feature music by Louis.
Currently at the Young People's Theatre, 'A Christmas Carol' is
playing until December 30. It is an adaptation for the stage with
book, lyrics and music by non-resident member Mayor Moore and is
recommended for the entire family...The Les Amis Concert in our Great
Hall on December 19 features a trio with Dorothy Lawson playing cello,
and again on January 29 she joins Michael Pepa and other members of
Les Amis...on February 14, at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection,
the Musical Friends of McMichael will present an evening of 'Love
Songs in the Musical Theatre' featuring Barbara Collier and Glyn
Evans...0On February 19, at the Jane Mallet Theatre, Valerie Siren
will be featured on the Front & Centre Concert.
* There is a new book on the market that is certain to interest many
Club members: 'Reginal Godden Plays - The Musical Adventures of a
Canadian Pianist' - by the late Reginald Godden and Austin Clarkson,
Professor of Music at York University. Not only does it relate to
the creative life of one of Canada's most distinguished musicians,
it contains a foreword by Harry Somers, 60 photographs, 50 pages of
musical examples and a 90-minute cassette tape of Reg playing
excerpts and complete compositions, including Bach, Jesu Joy of Man's
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Desiring, musical tributes to Healey Willan, Glen Gould, and a
program of music by Blow Bull, Byrd and Gibbons from a CBC broadcast

made in 1967. Many members will recall recitals given in the Club
by Reg and Scott Malcolm who toured as the Malcolm-Godden Piano Duo.
The book is published by Soundway Press, 29 Lorraine Gardens,
Etobicoke and pre-GST prices are: limited edition signed by the
authors, $75; hardbound edition $69; softcover $45.
OUR WORLD OF ART

Although our artist members have not had an opportunity to exhibit
at the Club in recent months, their work is being seen elsewhere:
Douglas Edwards had a showing of impressionistic oil landscapes at
the Quan-Schieder Gallery in October, and other works were on display
at the O'Keefe Centre. Two of his large pieces have been purchased
for permanent display in the foyer of the recently-built Mormon
Temple in Brampton...Mary Corelli showed recent watercolours of
Scotland, the Maritimes and Ontario at the Heliconian Club during
October...Paul Russell's first solo exhibition in Toronto opened at
the Jane Mallet Theatre on October 27. His paintings were of international theatres and reflected his art training and his experience
as a reviewer of films, television, art and architecture for Canadian
publications. His writing and directing of a documentary on stress
won a gold award at the New York Film and Television Festival.
. Evangeline Munns had an exhibition and sale of paintings at King
City in early November...The Scrimshaw & Co. gallery featured new
oils and acrylics of Tom Chatfield during November...Pat Fairhead's
new watercolours of Change Island, Newfoundland, were shown during
November at the Fraser Galleries, Halifax. The works were produced
during a June trip to the island province by Pat, Audrey Garwood and
Diane Gilmore...Michael Crawford's recent exhibition was at Gallery
306 during November...Maurice Snelgrove's exhibition of A Yukon
Autumn (patterns, textures, shapes and colours) at the Enoch Turner
Schoolhouse was the result of a six-week painting trip to the far
north...Les Tibbles held an exhibition at his home at the end of
November and early December...and Guttoron Otto exhibited old and
new painting in Ballantrae early this month...
Editor's Note to artists: Acknowledgement of exhibitions that have
been held are welcomed by the Newsletter as a matter of record; but
if you are interested in having Club members attend your exhibition,
the Newsletter should be given the information weeks and weeks ahead
of openings.
. Zora Buchanan was recently admitted to membership in the Society
of Canadian Artists...Sculptor and Past President Kenneth Jarvis
spoke to a group at Eglinton United Church on November 13 on the
subject of 'Famous Faces in Bronze - What does a portrait tell?'...
and Philippa Faulkner, a native of Belleville, gave a talk before a
record-setting crowd for a 'brown bag' noon-hour presentation in the
Belleville library during November. According to the local daily
newspaper "people sat on the floor and hung over doorways, as close
to 100 people jammed the room to see a collection of coloured slides
of her work and listen to her commentary on her paintings"...Non-
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resident Anne Meredith Barry was among a number of Newfoundland

artists who were interviewed on the CBC's Morning Show on November 7
... and if you take a look at the attractive end papers for Pierre
Berton's latest book, 'The Great Depression 1929-39', you'll see the
design by Tom McNeely.
. Current exhibitions: Zora Buchanan was represented in an
exhibition at Tara Fine Arts in November and is now having a showing
of recent pastels at the Alliance Francaise de Toronto until December
21...Kathleen Graham, also known as K.M. Graham, is exhibiting recent
memories of Newfoundland and the Arctic at Klonaridis, Inc., 80
Spadina Avenue until December 15. In the autumn issue of Brick
magazine there is a five-page interview with Kathleen, whose husband,
Dr. Wallace Graham, was a popular member of this Club until his death
in 1969. In the same issue there is also an article discussing 'The
Art of K.M. Graham', her first solo exhibition 20 years ago, and her
retrospective which toured Canada in 1984...Four drawings by Lesley
Fairfield were accepted for the 5th Annual International Exhibition
and Sale of Miniature and Small Format Art which was first shown at
the Metro Toronto Convention Centre in November and is now at the
Del Bello Gallery until December 30...Lourie Gallery is currently
showing new paintings by Murray Stewart.

PLAY READING

The playreading group has been active despite the lack of evening
space while at the Academy. Members kindly offered their residences
Night Must Fall by Emlyn Williams was read at
on three occasions.
Zora Buchanan's, Present Laughter by Noel Coward at Nona Macdonald's
home and finally Monty Larkin offered his home for Moliere's
Tartuffe. Average turn-out number around ten.
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Number 3
in a series
LIFE MEMBER
HAROLD SUMBERG

He has had four one-man photographic shows (one of them at the Club
in 1940), he had an 80-acre tree farm in Caledon, he is well known
among collectors for a magnificent collection of pewter, he has an
enviable collection of Canadiana, for many years he performed at the
Club's annual Boar's Head dinner, today at the age of 85, he teaches
the violin, viola and chamber music and for 43 years he was a member
of the Toronto Symphony, 26 of those years as principal violin! Will
the real Harold Sumberg please stand up?
Harold, who joined the Club in 1929--the same year he and Lillian were
married--relishes being "a person of many parts" although music more
than anything else has been his life. In that field he has chalked
up enough accomplishments, in a career as violinist, teacher,
conductor, adjudicator and chamber musician, to almost fill this
Newsletter. After five years' study in Berlin, he spent about 30
years on the staff of the Toronto (now the Royal) Conservatory of
Music and for the past 25 years he has taught at the Koffler Centre
Music School where he has also been director. He performed with the
Toronto Symphony during all the years the late Past-President, Sir
Ernest MacMillan , was conductor, and from 1933 to 1940 he was
concertmaster of the widely known Promenade Symphony Concerts (the
late Reginald Stewart, conductor), which attracted large crowds to
the Varsity Arena. He founded and conducted the Canadian Little
Symphony that performed throughout Ontario and in many Toronto
secondary schools. He also established the CBC broadcast Symphony
for Strings, which played 26 times a year for three years.
As a member of the Hart House Camera Club he won, at different times,
both the Junior and Senior awards for his photography--a period in
his life recalled recently when, at a touring retrospective show of
Fred Varley's paintings, the central showpiece was a photographic
portrait of the artist by Harold Sumberg. And the list goes on.
Harold is a faithful member of the Literary Table, which he finds
particularly stimulating since, with his wife not well, he has had
to limit his social activity. He bemoans the fact that the Club's
membership now includes few professional musicians, due, he says, to
the fact that many musicians have to spend so much time "listening
for the phone to ring with news of a job." But the Club has become
a major stimulant in his life, allowing him to exchange ideas with
mentally alert people from many lifestyles.
"One of the most important things we did was admit women," says
Harold--a reminder that he has always appreciated the other sex, as
witness his organizing in 1948 the 20-member Toronto Women's
Orchestra. Would that explain why one of his favourite pieces in his
pewter collection is a spoon from the 15th century called a figleaf?

MONTY'S BACK!

A SENATOR'S LULLABY
I Enjoy more Prestige than I Ought
And the Burden of Office is Nought
Great Matters of State
Will Just have to Wait
'Til I Give them a Sober first Thought
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The many members who visited the Club during our stay at the Academy
of Medicine will long remember the attractive mural painted by
Charles Comfort on the east wall of the dining room. It was John
Scott who negotiated with the artist during its production. John has
now donated to archives a copy of the 32-page booklet published in
connection with this work. It describes the famous personalities
pictured on it and explains the symbols which appear across the mural.
In 1916, Past-President Sir Ernest MacMillan set to music one of the
sonnets of Elizabeth Barrett Browning. John Cozens recently donated
a copy of the sheet music. Thanks are also expressed to Moya Gillett
and Frances Smith-Evans for special help to archives.
Archives continues to gather information on members' activities both
inside and outside the Club. These news clippings, magazine articles,
etc., are sent to the Newsletter and later returned for pasting in
the scrapbook or placing in our files. Recent donours of such
materials are: Ann Rothery, Art Steven, David Skene-Melvin, Vi
Thresher and Molly Smith. And for photographs we thank: John Scott,
Vi Thresher, Ann Henderson and Jeanie Hersenhoren. We also received
photographs from anonymous members; that's fine, but we would like to
thank you--please write your name on all material dropped in the
little drawer to the right of the scrapbook.

CAMPBELL B. HUGHES
1913-1990

Publisher and teacher Campbell B. Hughes died in North York, Ontario
on October 22 following a one-year illness. He was 77.
Cam was born in Simcoe County, Ontario, where he first attended a
rural school and then Barrie Collegiate. He graduated from the
Toronto Normal School in 1933 and taught in the Orillia, Ontario, area
for seven years. Over the next few years, he taught in Hamilton, where
he specialized in physical education. At this time he met Patricia
Zieman, whom he married in 1942. Cam graduated with a bachelor of
arts degree from McMaster University in 1946.
In search of new challenges and motivated by a strong belief that good
books were an essential part of education, he joined Ryerson Press as
a sales representative in 1947. Typically, he was one of the
strongest critics of the company's book list and soon was assigned to
the editorial department and asked to help create the materials he
thought were needed.
After 13 years at Ryerson, he spent five years with Charles E. Merrill
of Columbus, Ohio, as vice-president and editor-in-chief but returned
to Ryerson in 1965. He was appointed director of publishing in
January 1969 and became general manager in August of the same year.
Cam left Ryerson a few months later to become the founding president
of Van Nostrand Reinhold (Canada), a position he held with distinction
until his retirement in 1977. During this time he carefully nurtured
the growth and prosperity of the firm.
During his years of dedicated publishing, he served as president of
the Canadian Book Publishers Council (CBPC). His pen was ever ready
to explore the problems of publishing in Canada and to defend the
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positions he took up.

Cam was also a strong supporter of the community. He was a member of
the board of the North York Library and the Victoria Day Care Centre.
He was also an active member of our Club, being a co-founder of the
Literary Table and chairman of it for several years. Cam believed
that the church had an important role in the community and gave
freely of his time as a member of the board, in the choir, and in
contributing to the music of the church.
Cam had a special definition of retirement, as he could not forego
his love of books. He formed a consulting firm, Beta Associates,
through which he acted as a consultant to Beaufort Books of New York,
an enterprise of General Publishing; as chairman of the Book and
Periodical Council; and as co-author of a research study on Canadian
libraries for the CBPC. He was an honourable competitor and a fine
friend. His integrity, commitment and dedication are a rich legacy.
(This obituary was kindly made available to the Newsletter by Mel
Edwards, a close business associate and friend of Campbell.)
. Hugh MacLennan, an Honorary Member of the Club, died in November at
the age of 83. He was a University professor and had been associated
with McGill for 34 years, but his main vocation was that of a
novelist with numerous books to his credit. Five of them won
Governor-General Awards (three for fiction and twice for non-fiction).
Elspeth Cameron, Mr. MacLennan's biographer (A Writer's Life) has
suggested that he was for the Canadian novel what the Group of Seven
were to Canadian art.
. Jean Chalmers, the wife of Floyd Chalmers for nearly 70 years, died
recently at the age of 91. She played an important role in working
with him in support of the arts. At the same time she undertook
projects of her own, such as the Canadian Handicrafts Guild, the
summer Promenade Concerts at Varsity Stadium with Reginald Stewart,
the Toronto Symphony, was president of the Opera Festival Association.
Almost a quarter of a century ago she suffered a massive stroke, a
tragedy that changed her life and that of her husband.
. Gerry Stacey, widow of the late Past-President Oz Stacey, and the
friend and companion of Past-President Robert Christie, died recently.
As with many Club wives, Gerry was more than just a familiar face to
members--she contributed to many of our past activities.
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS
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. Herbert Whittaker reached the grand old age of 80 recently and his
friends (they numbered in the hundreds) celebrated the event at Hart
House. An eight-page brochure was produced for the event and it was
barely enough to record some of his 60 years of activity with the
theatre. In 1933 he received his first design credit for a
production in Montreal, began writing movie reviews for the Montreal
Gazette and continued his interest as a designer. In 1949 he joined
The Globe and Mail and shortly afterwards directed and designed
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Robertson Davies' 'King Phoenix' for the North Toronto Theatre Guild.
From then on he was always designing and/or directing and picking up
award after award.
In 1971 he received an Honorary Doctorate from
York University, and became an Officer of the Order of Canada in 1976.
. Do you remember 'Reach For the Top', the CBC television show that
played for many years?
It featured two teams of high school students
answering questions on a wide range of topics.
The CBC dropped the
show and Sandy Stewart, its producer, in 1985.
Today, a partnership
of Sandy and two other Club members--Paul Russell and Robert Jeffrey
-- plus member Barbara Collier and Sandy's wife Pat, have transformed
it into a nation-wide operation that runs for 31 weeks during the
school term, with provincial finals and a Canadian championship
during the summer holidays.
At the same time, the show appears on TV
(locally at 5:30 p.m. on Saturdays on Channel 11) it is also played
under the name 'School Reach', in 450 schools where TV is not
available.
. John Michell has been a Sherlockian fan for a number of years and,
in fact, was the Third Baronet of The Canadian Baskervilles when that
now-defunct organization was founded in Hamilton in 1945.
In the
most recent issue of 'Canadian Holmes', Jack recounted the history of
The Baskervilles in Canada in which his father, Professor Humfrey
Michell of McMaster University, was the primary founder of the first
Canadian society of Sherlock Holmes.
. The Art Gallery of Ontario has in its Varley collection a painting
with a close relationship to the Club that goes back 66 years. In
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1924, member Charles Band suggested to another member, the late
R.A. Daly, that he might help fellow-member E.H. Varley
by
purchasing some of his paintings. Mr. Daly did so and, at the same
time, also commissioned a portrait of his wife and two sons--present
members Dick and Tom. The portrait remained in the Daly family until
recent years when it was acquired by the Gallery for its Varley
collection. If you are an AGO member, you may remember seeing the
large-size reproduction of the portrait in the November AGO News.
. Thirty years ago one of the most popular items available in supermarkets across Canada was a series of 16 books--'The Complete Guide
to Gardening' by our own John Bradshaw. John hasn't been well lately
but he has been working on a new 10-volume gardening encyclopaedia
and the first book, on roses, has been completed.
. Here is good news for fans of Wingfield Farm: the plays written by
Dan Needles are now available on tape. The three--'Letter From
Wingfield Farm', 'Wingfield's Progress' and 'Wingfield's Folly' are
available from Douglas Beattie Theatrical Productions, 167 Water
Street S., St. Mary's, Ontario NOM 2VO. Price $13.00 each.
The letter writers this month are Jim Parr and Bets Reynolds. Bets
objects to the use of the names Canada's Ballet-Opera House or the
Toronto Ballet-Opera House. She believes it should be Ballet-Opera
House of Ontario. What is really needed, she says, is someone like
Andrew Carnegie willing to give his money and name to the project.
Jim believes that the Citizen's Forum on Canada's Future is a costly
undertaking that properly should be handed to the House of Commons.

i

. Some members will remember Judge Frank Denton and may recall this
occasion, says Herman Voaden: "He came to our table, leaned over,
and in a grave voice said:
'You know, this matter of pollution goes
a long way back--even 300 years--to Shakespeare's time. You remember
Portia's warning--the quality of Mersey is not strained'."
Lela Wilson is on holiday in Mexico until the end of March and if any
members plan on being there she would be pleased to see or hear
from
them. Her address is #5 Pilancon, San Miguel de Allende, Gto.,
Mexico 3 7 7 00...Mentioned in a recent Globe and Mail Society column
report of a fashion show held at the opening of a play at the Royal
Alexandra Theatre was: "the only male model was Lyman Henderson
sporting a liquid gold lam6 chef's hat and apron."...Norman Jewison,
our film-directing member, has been working in New York with a
cast
that includes Gregory Peck, Danny DeVito and Penelope Miller.
The
name of the film is 'Other People's Money'. A full-page advertisement
in a recent issue of the New Yorker magazine featured a profile
portrait of Norman wearing "a $30.00 Gap chambray shirt".
THE ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THIS ISSUE
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The Group of Seven drawings in this issue were made available by
The Canadian Forum magazine which published them in its November
issue. They had appeared a number of years ago and were republished
to illustrate a feature on Poetry & Art. They are 'Northern Summer'
by Thoreau MacDonald (July, 1926); 'A Winter's Night' by A.Y. Jackson
(February, 1926) and 'Lake Algonquin Park' (Lawren
Harris), (April,
1933).
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CONTRIBUTORS

TO THIS ISSUE

Wentworth Walker, Fergus Cronin, Jack Downing, Kay Kritzwiser, Jean
Edwards, Raymond Peringer, Life Member Herman Voaden, Violet
Thresher, Past-President John Morrow, and Alan Carrie. Editor:
Howard Gerring. Your contributions for the next issue are solicited,
on or before the deadline of Friday, February 1.
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