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CHRISTMAS
AT THE CLUB

Christmas has become a big event at the Club: two Boar's Head Dinners
on December 15 and 16 that were as colourful and well attended as
when we had only one. Seasonal readings by Jim Morris and David Fry
brought both nights to a pleasant close...the Christmas Dinner and
Carol Singing on December 19 under the direction of Jay Manning with
Stan King at the piano...and Christmas luncheons on December 22 and
23 which were warm family gatherings with all kinds of goodies created
by Erika and David, Christmas music by Wilf White and Jack Yocom and
carol singing again led by Jay with music by Don Ross, Kelly McGowan,
Vit Fiala and Carla Hartsfield on the 22nd and Valerie Siren on the
23rd...On December 30, 110 members and guests met for lunch, to say
goodbye to 1988 and enjoy songs played by White and Yocom.

AN UPDATE OF
THE TELEPHONE LIST

Since the Club's Telephone List was printed last year there have been
some changes and corrections:
Armstrong, D. Geoffrey -

Res. # should be 924-5525;

Clarke, Kenneth -

Tel. # is 323-0630; # shown is for summer residence;

Larkin Montague -

Add Bus. # 947-8060;

McLean, John D. -

Tel. # should be 338-3265;

Oxley, Loren -

Delete Bus. #;

Perringer, Raymond - Should be Peringer; Tel. # after March 1 will be
921-4265. Make changes in Committees listing as well;
Philips, David E. Philips, Elmer Prior, John -

Should be Phillips;

Should be Phillips.

Res. # 881-5266, Bus. # 736-5079.

Tel. # should be 446-7524;

Steven, Arthur - Add Bus. # 278-0133;
Steven, Jessica -

Add (P) after name;

Sumberg, Harold - Res. # should be 654-2940; # is correct in Life
Members listing;
Walker, Wentworth - In Life Members listing, tel. # should be 921-7479
- it is correct in Members listing;
Wingfield, R. - Non-resident of residence #;
Woodeside, Wilson Yocum, John -

delete Bus. # as well as

'1' in front

Should be Willson;

Should be Yocom in Members and Past Presidents listings.
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NEW MEMBERS

Guido Tondino, non-resident, is associate director/design with Theatre
Calgary where he has created sets and costumes for six shows since
1986. He has also designed over 80 productions for major regional
theatres. He was proposed by Christopher Banks.
Lesley Rae Fairfield, professional, is an artist and a graduate of
the Ontario College of Art and the University of Toronto. Her work
has appeared in numerous newspapers, magazines and books. She was
proposed by Raymond Peringer.
Robert H. Gentleman, member, is a retired bank officer who is interested in painting and our sketching classes. He was proposed by Ron
Vickers.
Warren Clements, professional, is a writer/editor with The Globe and
Mail, author of 'Thank Goodness it's Saturday', and the creator of a
comic strip ('Nestlings') which appeared originally in the G&M and
has since been published in two collections. He was proposed by
John Irwin.
William B. Harris, member, is a banker and a member of the board of
the National Ballet of Canada and president of Ballet Jorgen. He
looks forward to participating in our Minds-on-the-Move program. He
was proposed by Lyman Henderson.
William Blissett, professional, is Professor Emeritus of English at
University College, author of 'The Long Conversation: A Memoir of
David Jones', and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He was
proposed by Ernest Sirluck.
Lila Lewis Irving, professional, is an artist who works in watercolour, gouache and woodcuts. She was represented in the recent
Members Drawing Show and the 'Get Acquainted' show. She was proposed
by Michael Crawford.
James A. Severidge, professional, has spent his entire life in film,
from his first position with the National Film Board to his teaching
at York University. He was proposed by Douglas Breithaupt.
Edward Carson, professional, is vice-president of Random House
Canada, a published poet, and a winner of the E.J. Pratt Award for
Poetry. He was proposed by Campbell Hughes.
Diana Roach, professional, has been involved with amateur musical
theatre all her life, is a singer and has appeared in numerous
productions. She wants to be involved in our Spring Revue. She was
proposed by Peter Large.
Elizabeth Anne Trott, professional, teaches philosophy at the
University of Toronto. Her past and present artistic activity
includes writing for CBC radio, dance instruction and performing
with community groups. She was proposed by Jo Manning.
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with Lord and
Mary Percival, professional, was an interior designer
now lives in
She
years.
many
Taylor in New York and a painter for
by Fergus
seconded
Orangeville and was proposed by Jack Eastaugh and
Cronin, both non-residents.

THE LITERARY TABLE

II

On November 8, Professor Patrick Rosenbaum of the University of
Toronto spoke on the Bloomsbury group of English writers and artists
who met together in the Bloomsbury District of London, near the
British Museum.
Their writings include a biography of Julia Margaret Campbell, a
photographer; 11 volumes of letters and diaries by Virginia Woolf;
essays including an article for the common reader by Maynard Keynes;
an account of Herbert Spencer by Leonard Woolf; an article about
Rostrock in North Germany by Forster.
At the time of the Bloomsbury group, Britain had a rather rigid
They were
social structure, and this group was upper middle class.
servants.
had
All
rich.
not
but
off,
moderately well
. On November 22, Professor John Polanyi, husband of our Sue,
addressed a joint meeting of Minds-on-the-Move and the Literary
Table and discussed the rules for making scientific discoveries.
One must learn by apprenticeship, and by reviewing how the great
discoverers made their discoveries. He told how Lavoisier proved
the existence of oxygen as a separate element which combined with
other elements in combustion. Lavoisier was guillotined on false
charges during the tumult of the French revolution, and before dying
Polanyi described
said "the state has no need of intellectuals".
science pragmatize
to
trying
are
governments
how
and deplored
what commercial
indicate
to
has
now
grant
research
fora
asking
someone
produce.
would
study
the
value
John Phillips, Master of Massey College, thanked the speaker and
informed the audience that Dr. Polanyi had given his Nobel citation
and gold medal to Massey College.
. On November 29, Harry Girling reviewed the plans for improvements

in the Club.

It is hoped that with the installation of an elevator

and dumb-waiter, a room on the second floor which will accommodate
about 50 people will eventually be used for all meetings of the

Literary Table.
. On December 13, Howard Gerring discussed the 1988 Authors Awards
which for the last 12 years have been recognizing outstanding Canadian
writing in English language paperback books--both fiction and nonfiction. Gerring was a judge in the most recent program and he
described to the Literary Table the wide range of subjects covered
by the numerous entries.
. On January 10, two Life Members and Literary Table stalwarts,
Wentworth Walker and Harold Sumberg, were honoured. Sir Edmund
Walker, an early Club member, was an uncle to Wentworth and one of
several individuals who had an influence on him as a child. Harold
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joined the Club at the suggestion of Past President Sir Ernest
MacMillan, two years after coming to Canada. From the beginning he
played with the Toronto Symphony and other orchestra groups and
also organized the 17-member Little Symphony. He recalled many
former members - Silvester, Mazzoleni, Lismer, Varley, and others.
. On January 17, Claude Bissell spoke on 'The Apprenticeship of
Ernest Buckler', a Canadian author, who was born in West Dalhousie,
Nova Scotia in 1908, showed exceptional brilliance in his public
school work and achieved University Qualification at the age of 12.
He attended Dalhousie University enrolling first in mathematics,
later switching to philosophy; in 1929 he came to the University of
Toronto where he received an M.A..
After working briefly in Toronto, he returned to his home, submitting
a few articles for the Trinity Review. He was most impressed by
Esquire magazine, which published the works of leading American
writers, and Buckler became a regular contributor. His first novel
was published in the United States and Bissell was so impressed by
it that he established contact with Buckler and became a friend.
Buckler died in 1983, and Bissell was able to obtain his papers for
the Fisher library.
. On January 24, Peter Hunter, author of 'Canadian Life on the leftwhich side are you on boys', told of his experiences as a member of
the labour party, and later as a communist. He attended the Lenin
school in Moscow, which was a training centre for young communists
from around the world. Many of its graduates became leaders in the
communist bloc countries. One of his teachers was Koussarov, who
was arrested a few months after Peter Hunter had left and was shot
without trial for anti-Stalin activities.
In the early 50's Hunter became disillusioned with the communist
party and left it. Since then, he has been involved in container
transport and has become a world authority on that subject.
. Non-resident member Fergus Cronin wrote an interesting, informative
and well-researched article about 'Otto Sverdrup: Prince of Polar
Explorers' for the Nov./Dec. issue of 'UP here, Life in Canada's
North', published in Yellowknife. Sverdrup was an explorer who found
and mapped many of Canada's Arctic islands as new territory for his
homeland, Norway, yet is a little-known figure in either country.
. Non-resident member Hugh Hood's most recent novel, 'Tony's Book',
is the seventh of a 12-volume sequence called 'The New Age'.
The
purpose is to document the social, intellectual and political
concerns of the 20th century, and Hugh hopes to complete the last
volume by the end of 1999; the first was published in 1975.
. Robertson Davies' latest book, 'The Lyre of Orpheus', is the third
in a trilogy that includes 'The Rebel Angels' (1981) and 'What's
Bred in the Bone' (1985). According to a review in Time magazine,
the books do not have to be read in sequence. (But, as many members
know, they provide greater enjoyment if they are.)
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LIBRARY REPORT

The Librarian has now sufficiently recovered from Christmas and New
Year to catch up on donations to the Club Library. In no particular
order, but as notes and books come to hand, the Librarian expresses
both his personal thanks and the appreciation of the Club to:
- member Robert Eggleton for 'Flies die like people'; poems, (Fort
Erie, Ontario: Taphephobia Press; n.d.), and two issues of 'Mister X'
containing stories by Rob;
- member John McLean for a set of the 'Encyclopedia of World Art,
(NY: McGraw-Hill; 1965--15 vols.), which will be a very useful
reference tool for members when the Library moves to the second
floor and there is shelf-room to display it;
- member John Irwin for a copy of member Floyd S. Chalmers' 'Both
sides of the street; one man's life in business and the arts in
Canada', (Toronto: Macmillan; 1983);
- new member Lesley Fairfield for copies of books by her grandfather
Past President E.A. Corbett: 'Father, God bless him',(Toronto:
Ryerson Press; 1953, 1954), illustrated by her father, former member
Robert Fairfield, and 'We have with us tonight', (Toronto: Ryerson
Press; 1957);
- member John Bradshaw for a super collection of books on history,
art and other subjects.

MUSIC

Music at lunch on November 30 was yet another treat from Les Amis,
this time a concert by the Tempest String Quartet with clarinet.
The artists were Sheila McDonald and Marc Sabot, violins, Antony
Rapaport, viola, Katja Linfield, cello and guest clarinetist Julian
Milkis.
The programme included two world premieres, the first a work for
violin, viola, cello and clarinet by Robert Rosen entitled 'Sonder
le Denier'; the second was Michael Pepa's second string quartet. In
between, the quartet presented Schubert's 'Quartet-Satz' in C minor.
Mr. Rosen arrived too late to hear his work played but in time for a
round of applause.
. The annual evening of carol singing took place on December 19 and,
with Jay Manning back at the helm and Stan King at the piano, it was
a gala occasion.
After a delicious dinner, prepared by our staff, the traditional
format was followed with carols selected by members of the audience
leading up to the final singing of The First Noel. As an added
treat, Jean Edwards sang a descant to one number and a solo of
another. Stan, with his usual exuberance, provided some inventive
accompaniment.
. The artist at lunch on January 5 was soprano Valerie Siren,
accompanied at the piano by Karen Enns. Miss Siren is a new member
of our Club. She sang two groups, the first consisting of Italian
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love songs by Buononcini, Pergolesi and Scarlatti; the second
consisted of four songs by Franz Schubert.
In response to vigorous
applause she sang a work by Chabrier and two British folk songs.
It
was a very delightful program and we look forward to hearing from
her again.
. The special feature of the Members' Dinner on January 25 was a
musical presentation by a quartet consisting of:
Gerard Kantarjian
- violin, Walter Babiak - viola, Robert Dodson - cello and David
Franco - piano. They played only one number, a quartet in G minor
by Mozart. The performance was excellent and, had it not been on
the highest authority, members could not have believed that it was
done after only one rehearsal!
. As a result of winning the National Finger Pick Guitar Championship
in the United States recently, Don Ross has negotiated a recording
contract with Duke Street Records, Toronto. The first release will
be an album of solo guitar instrumentals, all of which are Don's
compositions.....
In December, Tish and Arnold Edinborough were guest artists at a
Toronto Children's Chorus concert at Roy Thomson Hall.
They both
gave readings appropriate to the Christmas season...New member
Valerie Siren, a soprano, is one of two artistic directors with
Syrink Concerts, Toronto, which is presenting six concerts this
season with the Metro Central YMCA. Three have been given and the
remaining ones are on February 16, March 28 and April 12, all at the
'Y', 20 Grosvenor Street...Maureen Forrester, described as the foremost contralto of our time, turned speaker for a January 'Friends
Reception' at Roy Thomson Hall...On March 12, Angela Fusco will be
one of the featured artists performing at a Classical Cabaret Sunday
afternoon concert being presented in the George Ignatieff Theatre,
15 Devonshire Place. Guest Master of Ceremonies for the occasion is
another Club member, Prof. Dr. Laure Riese.

OUR WORLD
OF ART

The Christmas Poster Silent Auction brought almost $4,000.00 for the
Building Fund and the artists who contributed their talents were:
Audrey Garwood, Mary Corelli, Tyrrell Morrow, Marie Day, Murray
Stewart, Thomas Chatfield, Ruth Tulving, Jim Birnie, Ray Cattell,
Les Tibbles, Gerry Sevier, Violet Thresher, Barbara Howard, Mary
Anne Ludlam, Margaret Ludwig, Audrey Matheson, Evert Hilkers, John
Joy, Peter Large, Jane Champagne, Ron Vickers, Gordon Laws, Bill
Sherman, Arthur Steven, Stephen Quinlan, Ann James, Francis Gage,
George Sanders, John McLean, Oswald Schenk, Jean Nasmith, Tom
McNeely and Bert Small.
The Christmas programme cover was by Audrey Matheson and the
calligraphy inside wasn't the work of one artist, as it appeared to
be, but by Zora Buchanan, Mary-Jane Large and Ralph Tibbles.
Consultant was Roly Pincoe.
. Also during the Christmas season, work by three Club members
received wide cirulation:
UNICEF offered a card featuring a winter

.
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which once hung in Past President
scene by the late Bertram Brooker
Royal conservatory of Music but is
Ettore Mazzoleni's office at the
Sunnybrook Hospital
now in the Concert Hall; the 1988 card for
urn in

A.J. Casson, of an
featured a drawing by Artist-in-Residence,
the Royal Canadian Yacht Club
the garden of its McLean House...and
card drawings on
again used one of Tyrrell Morrow's Christmas
season.
luncheon and dinner menus for the holiday

9-20 attracted more entries
The Members' Drawing Show from January
the versatility of the
than ever before and the 48 works emphasized
judging. The artists in the
28 artists who survived the stringent
exhibition were: Chris Adeney, Zora Buchanan, Doug Caswell, Ray
Garwood, Bill Haehnel,
Cattell, Mike Crawford, Doug Edwards, Audrey
Lila Lewis Irving, Peter
Loi Hathaway, Evert Hilkers, Barbara Howard,
Matheson, Edward McCormack,
Large, Margaret Ludwig, Jo Manning, Audrey
Bill Sherman, Ron
Stephen Quinlan, George Sanders, Jack Secord,
Violet Thresher,
Slocombe, James Small, John Snell, Rudolf Stussi,
Armstrong,
Les Tibbles and Ursala Zandmer. Jury members were Geoff
David Mitchell and Art Steven.
from January 23 to
The 'Get Acquainted Show' which was on the walls
by new professional
work
of
February 10, was an excellent presentation
yet been recognot
members and long-standing artist members who have
nonnized by a solo exhibition. It was a particularly interesting
pastel,
watercolour,
juried exhibit because it included oil, acrylic,
and jewellery.
sculpture
and
lithograph
crayon, pencil, serigraph,
Kay Manning
Forty-six members were represented: Wanda Wesolowski, Jessica
Stussi,
Rudolf
Weber, Violet Thresher, Bill Templeton,
Russell,
Steven, Susan Schellenburg, James Small, Ron Slocombe, Paul
Percival, Evlyn
Gerry Quinney, Stephen Quinlan, Gerry Puley, Mary
Conrad Mieschke,
Payton, Guttorn Otto, Jean Nasmith, Anne Mirvish,
Matheson,
Audrey
Kenneth McNaught, Brian McDowell, Ted McCormack,
Peter
Ludwig,
Margaret
Ludlam,
Jo Manning, Noreen Mallory, Mary Anne
Hore,
Diana
Large, Lila Lewis Irving, Bob Hume, Barbara Howard,
Charles Hilder, Valerie Hassell, Bill Haehnel, Loi Hathaway, Audrey
Gauthier, Audrey Garwood, Don Fraser, Joan Folinsbee, Doug Edwards,
Zora Buchanan, Derek
Mary Corelli, Jane Champagne, Allan Burton,
Aylen and Arthur Ament.
just been
. Four recent Ontario College of Art graduates have
Deloant,
awarded three-year Junior Memberships in our Club: Tassie
in
interested
are
They
Anna Baccin, Mike Abraham and Scott Minnes.
late
sets...the
painting
working on the Spring Show, designing and
painter
Dr. Fred Banting's so-called "untold story" as a landscape
Sunday
Star
Toronto
was the feature of a full-page article in The
conducting
be
will
Magazine...Lela Lewis Irving and Jane Champagne
of
Weekend Workshops at The Chalet School of Fine Arts north
a weekconduct
will
Orangeville during April, and Franklin Arbuckle
September.
in
long Chalet School at Killarney Mountain Lodge
52 works,
The Toronto General Hospital has a fine art collection of
(4)
Home
Cleeve
members:
of which 17 are by current or former Club
F.H.
by
works
single
and
Sir Wyly Grier (8), Dr. Fred Banting (2),
magazine
Varley, Charles Comfort and Fred Haines...Toronto Life
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recently asked 15 Torontonians to "send a message to City Council
about what needs to be done". Here's what Joyce Wieland answered:
"studio and housing space for artists, a children's ecology centre
on the Don River just below King and River Streets, and a campaign
to encourage establishment of public and private gardens"...Loi
Hathaway has just completed an eight-week course in watercolour
techniques at the Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art, held in conjunction
with a recent showing of paintings from the Derby China Works...
Chris Yaneff, Treasurer, and Armand Tatossion, a Vice-President, were
re-elected at the Royal Canadian Academy annual general meeting...In
June, 1988, the National Geographic presented the last in a series of
17 maps which came as inserts to the magazine. Tom McNeely painted
the attractive colour illustrations which appear on the maps for the
entire series.
. One day recently a Toronto Sun columnist called Charles Pachter
a media favourite and sure enough, just a week later, there he was
in a photo welcoming another celebrity...Kenneth Bartlett addressed
a capacity audience at the University Women's Club on January 12 on
the subject of 'The City as a work of Art: The Rise and Fall of
Renaissance Ideals in Florence'...James Small has received the
Etobicoke City Hall Art Committee Award ($500.00) in the recent Open
Juried Painting Competition...Evlyn Payton had two paintings
accepted in New York over the Festive Season--a miniature watercolour landscape at the Salmagundi Club, and an acrylic portrait in
the annual members' show at the National Arts Club...Bertram Brooker
was the subject of an article in The Toronto Star Saturday Magazine
which opened with this paragraph: "One evening in 1927, when members
of Toronto's Arts and Letters Club met for dinner, they discovered
one of the walls of the Club's dining room mysteriously covered with
curtains"...If you missed the point of an item in the last Newsletter
quoting a gallery owner in a Pay TV movie, it is because the last
line should have read "Find me a young Picasso or an Arbuckle".
. Artists' Choice is an annual exhibition at the Roberts Gallery and
among Club members represented at the end of January were:
Franklin
Arbuckle, Geoffrey Armstrong, A.J. Casson, Alan Collier, Charles
Comfort, Pat Fairhead, John Gould, Mackay Houstoun, Mary Anne Ludlam
and paintings from the estates of Peter Haworth, Bobs Coghill
Haworth and Frances-Anne Johnston.
. Current and Future exhibitions: The Art Gallery of Ontario has
reopened the J.S. McLean Gallery to show its Group of Seven
Collection under improved conditions. More than 70 works have been
added and for the first time its entire collection of the Group's
preparatory oil sketches are accessible...Ray Cattell's current
exhibition at Galery Moos will be on view until February 25 and
Geoffrey Armstrong's current solo exhibition at the Roberts Gallery
also continues until February 25...Alan Collier will be exhibiting
there from March 8 to 18...Zora Buchanan's pastels will be showing
in the Brock Street Gallery, Kingston, from April 1 until the 15th...
A juried exhibition of paintings of the Maritimes Area (extended
because of free trade, from New England to Newfoundland and Labrador)
will be held at the Club March 28 to April 22. Members may submit
up to four works and these must be framed, wired ready for hanging
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and available at the Club before 9:30 a.m. Saturday March 25. The
jury will be Geof Armstrong, David Mitchell and Art Steven, with Pat
Fairhead as alternate member. Please make sure the title, price and
your name are shown on the back of each painting and that a show
entry form is completed with your submission when you bring it in.
The show will open on the Club Night of Tuesday, March 28.
SHADES OF THE
LATE FRANK DENTON

Overheard recently in the Lounge:
Wilf White: "John, are there any poets in the Club?"
John Weavers: "I'm not sure, but there are a lot of 'prose'."

MINDS-ONTHE-MOVE

Nicholas Goldschmidt, who recently was honoured with an 80th-birthday
concert and party at the Jane Mallet Theatre, was the speaker at the
January Minds-on-the-Move luncheon. Nick is an Order of Canada
recipient and a Club member for more than 40 years.
He spoke on'The Joy of Singing', the 1989 International Choral
Festival that will be held in Toronto this coming June. It will
feature 30 days and nights of concerts, workshops and seminars,
4,000 performers, local and world-famous choirs, great conductors
and many other not-to-be-missed events. Only someone with his
experience and phenomenal infectious enthusiasm could have conceived
such an exciting event.
The years slipped away during a touching and beautiful thank-you
tribute to Nick when Jean Edwards and Joan Hall sang the prayer from
Hansel and Gretel. Nick conducted that opera when he first came to
Canada and Joan and Jean were his original Hansel and Gretel.

STAGE

On guest night, January 12, the Playreaders presented three short
plays by Harold Pinter, titled 'Landscape, Silence and Night'.
They
were well received, much to the gratification of director Peter Hart,
stage manager Michael Spence, soundman David Priddle and readers
Howard Chapman, Kay Kritzwiser, Corinne McLuhan, Ken Pratt, John
Rammell, Violet Thresher and Leon Warmski...The Playreaders will be
'on again' on Monday, January 23 to read 'The Three Sisters' by
Anton Chekhov...our Spring show (Sunday, April 23 to Saturday, April
29) is in need of members willing to help on stage, behind the stage
or in front of the stage. Contact John McKeller (947-5018) or
Virginia Oswell (961-8227). As they say, "you can be part of the
legend"...and
Here's another first paragraph of an article about a Club member;
this time from 'The Canadian News': "Imagine a butterball of a man,
with short sausage legs, a Silly Putty mouth and Little Orphan Annie
eyes, all topped with a floral Turkish yarmulke. There you have
Heath Lamberts." The play was 'The Bourgeois Gentlemen' playing at
the St. Lawrence Theatre until December 17.
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COMPOSED DURING
A CLUB DINNER

There was a young woman called Zora
Whose hose was an absolute horror;
Her cheeks were all right,
But her legs were a sight,
They'll sand the chairs tomorrow.

ARCHIVES NOTES

Many members still remember the Tribute Night to Hunter Bishop
several years ago. The printed program for the occasion featured a
cartoon of Hunter drawn by Past President John Morrow. John later
donated the original work to the Club.
Recently, Harry Coughey
mounted and framed the cartoon, together with a photograph of Hunter,
both highlighted by beautiful caligraphy.
From Jack Michell, archives has received three art catalogues, one
of particular Club interest.
It's of a 1947 Memorial Exhibition of
the works of J.E.H. MacDonald. At the same event, there was a sale
of 40 of MacDonald's oil sketches, drawings, etchings and linocuts.

Jack tells us these were priced at $95 each!
Thanks to Tom Hull for photographs of the Boar's Head. Archives is
grateful to Ron Vickers, John Scott and Ted Brock for their
continuing assistance with photographs and/or slides of Club events.
Archives is issuing a cry of Help! Help! A ring of keys has 'walked
away' from the archives library. Would the member who now has them
please return them to Erika. The archivist would be most grateful.

JOHN HENRY YOCOM
President 1967-1969

For the past three or four decades the Club's Spring Revues have
marched pretty much to Jack Yocom's tune; many of the show's most
memorable melodies have had their genesis within the burnished Yocom
cranium. Jack has been a leading light in at least 35 Revues, to
which he has contributed more than 200 songs and musical arrangements. The Steinway nearest the stage might well be dubbed "the
Yocom Grand".
Born in Dunnville, Ontario, Jack earned his B.A. degree at the U. of
T., his M.A. and Ph.D. at Ottawa and his MBA at York. After service
with RCAFIntelligence in World War II, he worked with the late B.K.
Sandwell as Associate Editor and later as Managing Editor of
Saturday Night. The longest segment of his business career was spent
as Corporate Director of Public Affairs for Gulf Canada Limited,
where he won a number of industry awards for communications projects.
He also served as National President of the Canadian Public Relations
Society and as President of the Canadian Club of Toronto.

/
Sbust

Jack joined the Arts and Letters in 1946.
One of his first
services
to the Club was working with Bob Farquharson to rescue the plaster
of Hector Charlesworth which Saturday Night's new publisher,
Jack Kent cooke, was on the point of trashing.
The Yocom presidency embraced two important anniversaries. In 1967
Jack co-ordinated the Club's recognition of Canada's centenary,
organizing a pot pourri of events involving most of the LAMPS

.
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disciplines. The following year, he was called upon to plan the
Club's celebration of its own sixtieth birthday. He recalls these
two rewarding enterprises as the highlights of his term of office.
Since retiring from active business, Jack has lectured at the York
University Faculty of Administrative Studies, acted as consultant to
the public relations division of the Vickers & Benson advertising
agency, and served on the boards, councils and committees of
numerous non-profit organizations. In 1977 he was awarded the
Queen's Silver Jubilee Medal in recognition of his community services.
At the time of writing, Jack Yocom is into preparations for the 1989
Spring Revue. The show's title will be 'What's Next?'--an
appropriate query-comment on the remarkable career of John Henry
Yocom.
R.E.G.(DICK) DAVIS

Dick Davis died with serenity and poise a few days before Christmas
at the home of his son in Ottawa. He was in his 95th year.
Dick had an unusual ability to organize. This was made possible by
his very considerable intellect and his great capacity for
friendship.
His early years of employment were in the YMCA, but his greatest
achievements were in his later years. He organized the Canadian
Institute of Public Affairs which operated the Couchiching
Conference and which he built into one of the major gatherings of
its kind in North America. He brought leaders of many countries to
the shores of Couchiching. More important for Canada was the
enlistment of leading intellectuals from Quebec and English Canada
to discuss their views of Canada past and future. It was perhaps
the first real effort (outside of political parties) to have French
and English meet in a warm and friendly environment over a period
of a week.
Later he organized the Canadian Youth Commission which produced
significant reports on many aspects of life for young people in
this country. Still later, he became Director of the Social Welfare
Council of Canada and made it an effective force for good in Canada.
For all these audiences he built sound organizations, enlisting the
support of people from every walk of life:
the poor, the wealthy,
labour, politicians and employers; and for all these projects, he
raised money adequate for his purposes.
Dick loved The Arts & Letters Club and attended lunches and dinners
whenever possible. He will be missed by many members.

GORDON GEORGE RICE

Gordon Rice, who died on January 29 in his 78th year, was a fine
craftsman with a multitude of talents which he put at the disposal
of The Arts & Letters Club during his years of active membership.
Gordon attended Central Technical School in Toronto, where he
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learned the basics of his craft: professional photography. He
worked for a number of the city's leading commercial photography
studios before opening his own business. During World War II he
served as a photographer with the armed services. He capped his
career by joining the Kodak organization as a technical expert.
After his retirement, Gordon applied his talents to house-building.
He erected a splendid house near Sturgeon Point, which he later sold
--then designed and built his own retirement home at Annan, near
Owen Sound.
Like so many professional lensmen, Gordon was an enthusiastic painter
and he regularly attended the Club's sketching jaunts. He exhibited
his works in Toronto and in his home village.
The skilled hand of Gordon Rice was evident in the staging of the
Club's Spring Revues during the seventies, when he worked along with
John McLean and John Snell. He was a member of the Club's photo
jury and frequently enthralled our members with showings of his
spectacularly fine 35-mm slides.
Gordon is survived by his widow, Connie, and his daughter Nancy.
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

When Hunter Bishop passed away, he left $5,000 to the Club ($2,000
for the Archives, $2,000 toward the writing of a Club history and
$1,000 for wine on a special occasion). The Executive decided that
the 80th anniversary dinner was such an occasion, thus the 'Special
Edition' champagne. Later a bottle was sent to Helen, his widow, who
replied that "Hunter would have enjoyed it".
. Robertson Davies will be speaking to 'Friends of Roy Thomson Hall'
on March 15 on 'Opera's relationship to literature', and Nicholas
Goldschmidt will speak on April 26 on 'From pioneering days to a
cultural explosion'. Mayor Moore and Maureen Forrester addressed
'The Friends' in November and January.
. The Ontario Historical Society's December 'Journal' has a review
by Leon Warmski of the book 'The Heydons and Their Hotels'.
On
Thursday, February 23, Leon is scheduled to lecture at the
McLaughlin Planetarium about the rare holdings of the Archives of
Ontario.
. Non-resident member Paul Fleck is on sabbatical from the Banff
Centre for four-and-a-half months while he and his wife, Polly,
lecture at 1'Universite Canadienne en France in Villefranche-sur-mer,
he to teach Renaissance drama and she, rhetoric.
. John Hickman, our non-resident member in Buffalo, N.Y., joined us
during one of the Boar's Head dinners.
* While Gerald Pratley isn't an actor, his film work with the
Science
Centre brings him into frequent contact with movie producers
who use
the Centre to represent an airport terminal. But for the
production
of the current movie 'Gorillas in the Mist' he was asked to do
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several bit parts.
Most of the footage was cut, but if
the movie carefully you may spot Gerald the actor.
CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

you watch

Wentworth Walker, John Watson, Bryan Vaughan, Ron Vickers, Vivian
Thresher, John Scott, Murray Ross, Raymond Peringer, John Morrow,
John Michell, David Skene-Melvin, Mary-Jane Large, Karen Kulyk,
Jeanie Hersenhoren, William Haehnel, Pat Fairhead, Jean Edwards,
Michael Crawford, Alan Carrie, Zora Buchanan, Ted Brock. Editor:
Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed. Deadline for the
next issue is Friday, April 7.
N.B. If you have tried to locate the church decorated by the Group
of Seven many years ago, the Newsletter editor offers an apology
for identifying it as St. Mary Magdalene Church. The correct church
is St. Anne's Church, 270 Gladstone Avenue, in the west end of the
city.
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April,

FROM THE
PRESIDENT' S
NOTEBOOK

1989

As the time for the Club's annual meeting approaches, I want to
acknowledge and thank the many members who have volunteered their
time and effort to make the Club such an interesting and entertaining
place over the past year.
Under the able leadership of Zora Buchanan, the Activities Committee
has produced a splendid array of programs. As a former Chairman of
this key committee, I know how much effort is needed to arrange these
events. Zora has been aided by contributions from the Art, Music,
Theatre and Spring Show Committees, who provide material for Club
programs and special events. If you realize that the participants
in each event include bartenders, doorkeepers, stagehands, set-up
and take-down helpers as well as performers, it is clear that many
Club members are actively involved.
It is this involvement of the members which is the lifeblood of the
Club. We all need to do our part to ensure that new members are
encouraged to become involved in the activity of their choice as soon
as they join. Most of our 'dropouts' are caused by lack of involvement and we all have to keep the 'welcome mat' dusted off at all
times.
My 'thank you' would not be complete without a word of appreciation
to the other Executive members and appointed officials who are listed
on the first three pages of our Telephone List. Each makes an
important contribution to Club life and their work is appreciated.
I would also be remiss if I did not express our collective thanks to
Erika , David, Molly and the rest of the Club staff. This year has
not been easy, with much appreciated new menus, new programs and a
growing attendance of members to serve at lunch and dinner. This is
all good news for the Club, but it does require extra effort on the
part of our permanent staff.
At the Annual General Meeting on May 24, I will report on our progress
with our plans to fund the renovations at 14 Elm Street. I look
forward to meeting you and sharing some ideas as to how we can turn
the Architects' plans into reality in the near future.
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With a Great Hall that has a limited capacity of 100 seats and a Club
membership of over 400 resident members, there are times when all
seats are booked--and paid for--well in advance. A waiting list is
then started and if there are cancellations, members are called in
order. Still, there are members who arrive with no reservation whatsoever; there are others who reserve for 2 and appear with 4! This
creates an embarrassing and extremely difficult situation for all
concerned. When phoning in reservations for an event, members should
ask for a Reservation Confirmation Number--for presentation at the
check-in table on arrival.
. A useful new Club brochure is close to being printed. With an
attractive layout and numerous photographs, it will be helpful when
talking to potential members.
. Members of the Elm Street Village Improvement Association would like
the Club to clean our building. Secretary Ted Brock opposes such a
move, contending that "14 Elm is the only untouched virginal facade on
the street, all others having been desecrated beyond redemption".
. The annual meeting will be held on Wednesday May 24.

'. The Executive has noted with sadness the death of Helen Yocom, who
had made a fine contribution over many years by helping to co-ordinate
the hostesses at Spring Revues.
. Two members were recently inducted into our Life Member category-Sidney R. Johnson (Mr. Magic) and Roland Pincoe, the man behind the
scenes of every Club stage production. Two other Life Members
celebrated April birthdays within a week of each other.
Frank Carrington's 95th and C.G.A. Matthews' 99th.

NEW MEMBERS

George W. Cairns, member, is a retiree who has had a long interest in
art.
He is a past president of the Willowdale Group of Artists, an
honorary member of the Toronto Watercolour Society and a former board
member of the North York Arts Council. He was proposed by Campbell
Hughes.
His telephone number is 223-6644.

Andrew Sookrah, junior member, is a graphic designer/artist, watercolourist, and field hockey player/umpire with a national 'A' rating.
He was proposed by Chris Adeney. Tel. 769-0825 and 769-0825.
Katherine Morrison, member, is a part-time teacher and writer whose
work has appeared in the New England Quarterly, Canadian Literature
and other publications. She was proposed by Diana Hore.
Tel. 923-2025.
Barbara J. Collier, professional, is a classical singer who has had
appearances with major symphonies and choral groups throughout
Canada, Europe and the United States. She was proposed by Paul
Russell. Tel. 531-3070.
Douglas Campbell, professional, is an actor/director who has worked
in Stratford and New York. He has joined the Club "for the pleasure
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of your company!".
Tel. 925-8206.

*

He was proposed by Herbert Whittaker.

P. Diane Gilmore, professional, is an artist/designer who worked in
Zimbabwe and Europe before returning to Canada to open a silk and
leather shop in the Kingsway area. She was proposed by David
Mitchell. Tel. 233-6411.
Terence C. Brunette, professional, is an architect and an exhibit
designer at the Royal Ontario museum. He was proposed by Roger
Carruthers. Tel. 924-2713 and 586-5874.
Evangeline Munns, Ph.D., professional, is a consultant psychologist
specializing in children's learning disabilities.
She has been
painting for 16 years, has had three solo exhibitions and participates
in a dozen group shows a year. She was proposed by Jo Currie.
Tel. 773-5221 and 833-5879.
Janine Smiter, non-resident (Ottawa), was a communications and public
relations officer with the Art Gallery of Ontario and is now with the
National Gallery of Canada. She was proposed by Kay Kritzwiser.
Tel. 613-235-4432 and 613-990-1935.

RESIGNATIONS

The following members have resigned from the Club:
Charles Pachter and John Smele.

4 AN

UPDATE OF
THE TELEPHONE LIST

James B. Elmsley,

Here are recent changes for noting in your Telephone List:
Buchanan, Zora - under Committees - Activities - Services, delete the
business tel. #;
Darroch, Lois E. (P);
Thresher, Violet - bus. # 869-0574;
Fleetwood-Morrow, John (non-resident) - # should be 613-267-6942;
Needles, Dan (non-resident) - 705-445-8790.

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

The other day, just as everyone seemed to be thinking about
renovations to the building, some 'card' sent along an old clipping
from Reader's Digest about Hollywood using Toronto locations to
represent American locales. One part was underlined:
"The austere
Toronto Arts and Letters Club was disguised as a Boston flophouse for
the television movie Ruling Passion"!

RECENT ACTIVITIES

BURNS' SUPPER. On Saturday, January 21 we celebrated, once again, The
Arts & Letters Burns' Supper--a delightful traditional Scottish dinner,
thanks to Erika, David and their staff.
David Fry was Master at the head table and Michael Spence welcomed
all to witness the vibrant and colourful Piping o' the Haggis by the
Fraser Highlanders. The flash of the large dirk in the Great Hall
was observed as Harry Ferguson 'slew the beastie' in time honoured
fashion. The dinner began with the traditional toast given by our
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President. Bob Christie toasted the lassies in his usual courtly
way, and Zora Buchanan replied with wily charm. During and after
dinner, Eileen Carter and Ron Ross entertained with the love songs
of Burns and a fine rendition of '0 wert thou in the cauld, cauld
blast', by Mendelssohn.
In his familiar erudite and entertaining manner, Bill Swinton
exploded some of the myths surrounding the bard. His approach was
a delightful appetizer to the evening's main course, Professor
Edward Cowan, of the University of Guelph, who spoke humorously and
with immense expertise about Burns, his times and his impact on the
Scots of today.
The enjoyable evening ended with the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'.
Later it was reported that, thanks to the thrifty Scots, Bar sales
set a new high record!
'SKYLARKS'. Jeannie Hersenhoren can take a bow for organizing this
sell-out evening of dinner and caberet-theatre, presented by The
Smile Theatre Company for members and their guests on February 9.
$2,000 was raised for the Building Fund. A thoroughly enjoyable
and profitable event.
MINDS ON THE MOVE. The Minds on the Move speaker on February 13 was
Douglas Campbell, the renowned Shakespearean actor. His tales of
the theatre and anecdotes from his past experiences resulted in the
Great Hall being filled with laughter.
He spoke about Robert Louis Stevenson's 'Kidnapped', which he is
producing at the Toronto Young Peoples Theatre, and described the
challenge of adapting this novel to the stage.
Douglas, along with Lorne Greene and our own Bob Christie, was one
of the company of actors who formed the inaugural 1953 Acting
Company of the Stratford Festival, under Sir Tyrone Guthrie. He
spoke fondly of those days, and claimed that the original tent gave
the actors a more creative atmosphere than the present structure.
His sonorous, well-known timbre delivered the address in a witty,
bright, self-deprecating and delightfully humorous manner. A
stimulating and amusing luncheon!
On March 9, Minds on the Move featured the world renowned
Canadian
TV producer John McGreevy, whose talk was entitled 'Reflections
on
a Life in Television'. John delighted his audience by sketching
his broadcasting career--beginning as a mailboy for the CBC in 1964,
ascending to cameraman, production assistant and finally TV producer.
He produced about 30 programs of 'Man Alive' for the CBC and
won an
award for a special on Lord Beaverbrook. At that point
John became
a freelance producer and was responsible for the 13-part
Cities
series which featured such personalities as Glenn Gould on
Toronto,
Peter Ustinov, host for the program on Leningrad and Jonathan
Miller
on London. Later, with Peter Ustinov as commentator, he produced
the series on Russia and on China.
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John also amused members and guests with anecdotes about Malcolm
Muggeridge, Rebecca West and Glenn Gould.
In closinge
he desnrihea

I

the interesting negotiations currently underway with respect to
his
filming of Robertson Davies' book 'What's Bred in the Bone' for
world-wide distribution.

Don Harron, the celebrated Canadian actor, writer and broadcaster
will be the featured Minds on the Move luncheon speaker on Thursday,
April 27, 1989. Other speakers in this luncheon series
will include
actress/writer Miss Moneypenny (Lois Maxwell), writer, actor,
director Tom Kneebone, publisher Peter Herrndorf and architect
Moshe
Safdie. Keep tuned!
PRESIDENT'S PARTY. Members and their guests joyfully tripped
the
light fantastic to the strains of the Rainbow Jazz Band at the
President's Party on March 12. The Great Hall was decorated
with
black-and-silver helium-filled balloons for this special
occasion.
Members and their guests who attended from out of town included
John Hickman from New York and Murray Cayley from Calgary.
MOVIE NIGHT. Member Gerald Pratley, director of the Film
Institute
of Ontario, spoke to members and guests on March 15 about
Shakespeare in the cinema. He complimented his talk with
a showing
of the National Film Board's 'Stratford Adventure' which
dramatized
the beginnings of the Ontario theatre in the early 1950's.
As with
Gerald's previous film night last fall, he entertained a
full house
and future evenings devoted to the celluloid medium are anticipated.

4!
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IRISH STEW. On March 22 the music and literature
of Ireland was
celebrated with appropriate entertainment by members of
the Playreading Group; Violet Thresher read a bawdy bit by Behan
from
'Brendan Behan's Island'. The subject - Irish pubs. In
contrast
to Vi's male role, Peter Hart chose to read from 'Seven Winds'
by
Elizabeth Bower - a story seen through the eyes of a little
girl
recalling her childhood in Dublin. Our real Irish-born
member,
sporting a jaunty emerald-green bow tie--Monty Larkin--chose
to
speak on 'The Irish and the English'. He contrasted,
in a very
jolly way, the inherent characteristics of the natives of
these
neighbouring countries. Ron Ross proved to be as much
at home
singing Irish songs as he is with his Scottish airs. His selection
included The Arbutus Tree and Danny Boy. He was accompanied
on the
piano by David Franco. Last, but certainly not least,
Harry
Girling
:read a story by Frank O'Connor about a little boy's
U/p~'
experience when
he went to the Pub with his Dad and got into the
drink they call
'porter'. It was a touching, amusing, and well-written
story, read
with such sensitivity that the listeners really felt that they
were
that little boy for a little while. It was one of those wonderful,
warm evenings by the fire.
RHYME AND REASON. On Monday, April 13, following dinner,
members
and guests viewed a National Film Board documentary
about Frank
Scott. This film (true to its title - 'Rhyme and
Reason') gave
equal time to F.R. Scott, poet, and F.R. Scott, politician.
The
film was made more realistic by having Donald Winkler,
the Director
of the film, with us. He spoke freely and personally about
his
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interviews with F.R. Scott. A 'Fireside Chat' followed with Eleanor
Cook - Associate Dean of Arts and Science (U. of T.); Miriam
Waddington - well-known poet; and Club member Kenneth McNaught historian and author. Herman Voaden, personal friend of the late
Frank Scott, contributed his memories and anecdotes from the
audience.
Shirley Fineblit deserves thanks for introducing the idea and looking
after this delightfully informative evening, as do 'the backroom boys'
Ted Brock, for providing the projectors, Sandy Stewart, for
projecting the films and Roly Pincoe, for stage-managing and taping
the speakers.
THE LITERARY TABLE

Dr. Vivian Rakoff, head of the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry, was
the guest speaker at the Literary Table on March 7. He explored the
phenomena of adolescent creativity with special emphasis on poetry-Chatterton in England and Rimbaud in France were seen to transcend
themselves in the pursuit and attainment of new literary expression
in poetic form. He speculated that both were children from
'fatherless' homes and explored other avenues of commonality yet
felt that this blooming of the adolescent mind still defied
generalities. Goethe wrote that "the secret of creativity is to
remain adolescent for life". Dr. Rakoff, with his vitality and
insight, disproved this hypothesis with his stimulating perceptions.

LIBRARY REPORT

The Club Librarian heartily welcomes all the authors who have lately
become members and thanks them in advance for the suitably inscribed
copies of their works they are going to donate to the Club Library.
The Library is going to have 'a festival of prose and poetry' that
will be an exhibition of writing talent by members, and earnestly
solicits submissions. Members are invited to submit either a short
story or an essay, maximum 3,000 words, or a poem. Submissions will
be juried by a panel (members Elspeth Cameron, James Mainprize,
Philip Mathias), and those accepted will be read at a special Library
function in the Fall.
Submissions may be new or old, but must be unpublished. Copyright
will remain with the author, but the Club will have the right of
first publication free of royalties.
(1) All submissions must be typewritten, double-spaced; (2) Writers
may submit in every category; (3) There is no limit on the number of
submissions by any one writer; (4) Submissions may be made
pseudonymously. (N.B.: For the purposes of subsequent proper
identification, the writer's real name and a copy of the submission
in a sealed envelope bearing the title of the submission and the
pseudonym employed must accompany a pseudonymous submission. The
envelope will be kept sealed until accepted submissions are
published.)
Submissions, addressed to the Librarian, must be received by no later
than Friday, June 30, 1989. Submissions will be considered over the
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Summer, and those accepted will be announced at the beginning of
October, 1989.
Yet again the Librarian must admonish members who persist in
abstracting new periodicals from the mail before they have been
entered.
The Librarian thanks the following for their donations to the Club
Library:
- member Leon Warmski for a copy of: Siddall, Catherine D. The
prevailing influence; Hart House and the Group of Seven, 1919-1953,
(Oakville, Ontario: Oakville Galleries; 1987).
- non-resident member James W. Brennan for a copy of: Groves, Naomi
Jackson. One summer in Quebec; A.Y. Jackson in 1925: a family view,
(Kapuskasing, Ontario: Penumbra Press; 1988). Autographed by the
author, A.Y.'s niece, and published by non-resident member John Hood.
- member Ken Pratt for a copy of his son Terry's book: Pratt, T.K.
Dictionary of Prince Edward Island English, (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press; 1988). To an obsessive word-lover such a book is
like manna; the opportunity to increase one's vocabulary, no matter
how esoteric or exotic the glossary, is too precious to be missed.
A void has been filled by this major contribution to Canadian
philology.

- member Raymond Peringer for a copy of:

I believe that -- , by Alan

Sullivan, (Toronto: Wm. Tyrrell; 1912), with cover designed by J.E.H.
MacDonald.
- member Jack Yocom for a copy of Alan Jay Lerner's The musical
theatre; a celebration, (NY: McGraw-Hill; 1986).
- member Ted Morrison for three books dealing with Canadian art: The
story of the Group of Seven, and, A disquisition on abstract painting,
both by former member Lawren Harris, published in Toronto by Rous &
Mann respectively in 1964 and 1954, and, The girls; a biography of
Frances Loring and Florence Wyle, by Rebecca Sisler, (Toronto: Clarke,
Irwin; 1972).
AN ORCHARD
IN WINTER

My apple trees are sleeping,
standing row on row.
You'd think their boughs were weeping;
hanging in the snow.
A gate-post sign says 'SILENCE PLEASE';
be quiet if you call.
My trees will make red apples
when next summer turns to fall.
jack downing.

MUSIC

I.
-

On February 1, the Music At Lunch was provided by members of Les
Amis
and it was an outstanding event.
The program was longer than usual
·
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Piano Quartet in G minor, by Shostakovich;
because of three works:
Piano Quartet by Talivaldis Kenins and Piano Quartet in E flat,
Op. 47 by Schumann.
Bernadene Blaha, piano, Barry Shiffman, violin,
The performers were:
Geoff Nuttal, violin, Terence Helmer, violin and Dorothy Lawson,
It was an excellent program ending with a tremendous perforcello.
mance of the Schumann Quintet.
of three recitals by
. Music at Lunch on February 15, the first
diploma graduates of the Royal Conservatory, was presented by Jeanie
Sonata in E by
Her program consisted of three works:
Chung, piano.
Mozart; Nocturne Op. 48 No.l by Chopin, and Scherzo in A by Chopin.
In response to vigorous applause she played Debussy's L'Isle Joyeuse.
This was an ambitious program for a 17-year-old, but the performance
The authority with
would have done credit to a much older person.
which she played and the tone she obtained were truly remarkable.
. The final concert by members of Les Amis took place on March 1 with
Their
performers Shauna Rolston, cello, and Bernadene Blaha, piano.
by
Beethoven;
Op.
102
Piano
and
for
Cello
Sonata
program was:
Sonata for Solo Cello by Violet Archer (the last two movements), and
Sonata for Cello and Piano Op. 19 by Rachmaninov (the last two
In
The second number was commissioned by Miss Rolston.
movements).
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view of the past record established by Les Amis,

it

hardly seems

necessary to say that the performance was excellent.
. The second of three lunchtime concerts by diploma students of the

Royal Conservatory was given on March 22 by Judyann Shoen, pianist.
Her program was: Bach, Partita No. 2; Chopin, Barcarolle Op. 60 and
Although it consisted of only three works,
Prokofiev Sonata No. 3.
they were all virtuoso pieces making great demands on the artist,
which were more than adequately met.

. A report from Lela Wilson, in San Miguel Allende, Mexico, says
that the concert Jean Edwards gave there at the Instituto Nacional
Jean sang pieces by
de Bellas Artes on March 7 was a huge success.
Mozart, Michael Head, Robbie Burns, Schubert, Strauss, Puccini and
Gershwin.
. Ruby Mercer, the founder/editor in chief of Opera Canada has been
receiving congratulations on her Toronto Arts Award from such members
as Jeannie Hersenhoren and Michael Spence...Mavor Moore had an
article titled 'Critically Speaking' in the Spring issue of Opera
Canada...Violoncellist Dorothy Lawson was 'guest artist' on a
February 11 program presented by the East York Symphony Orchestra.
Her program included Cello Concert, Op. 104 by Dvorak, Allegro,
Adagio ma no troppo and allegro moderato...John B. Lawson, a Q.C.
with one of Toronto's largest law firms and a baritone with the
Toronto Mendelssohn Choir,
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is

the new president of the Corporation

of Massey Hall and Roy Thomson Hall.

He is also a member of our

choir.
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The Club furnace may have been out cold on Feb.17 but Guest Night has
never been warmer as 'Archie' Arbuckle was toasted and lightly roasted
on his 80th birthday by an impressive list of speakers whose
'evening
of impertinent information' was accompanied by a clever slide presentation.
Among those who participated were: Michael Spence; Pat
Fairhead;
Master of Ceremonies multiple speaker and the man behind the secret
arrangements, John Snell; Al Collier, who traced Archie's career from
Harbord Collegiate, the Ontario College of Art to President of the
RCA; Bill Sherman, with a hilarious 'family history'; Bob Christie
reading Archie's favourite poem; Jack Wildridge, professional
gallery
recollections; Mary Corelli, a handsome Chinese goat (Capricorn)
horoscope designed by her and signed by all present; Sid Johnson
as
Professor Osbert Downdyke offering a phrenological analysis
and witty
pseudo-biographical notes.
Two daughters, Candice and Robin, and their families were
there and,
with guitar and mandolin, they (the Shaws and Quinlans) sang
a
delightful song to the tune of 'Oh, My Darling Clementine'
with the
audience joining in the chorus:
'George they called him sometimes
Franklin/Formal names would never do/And then Archie much
less
starchy/Seemed to stick like crazy glue.'

4I

Every speaker presented something amusing to the guest of
honour
ranging from blank AGO notebook (record of his important
thoughts),
Geritol, books, Italian Dictionary, a compass, T-shirt and
appleblossom bubblebath. An 80th birthday cake accompanied the
Chinese
food dinner.
Archie' s
present;
enjoying
standing

OUR WORLD
OF ART

4»

L

comments consisted of gracious thanks to all his friends
brief philosophical musings; some quoted opinions on
life and the company of talented people. He received
a
ovation.

Ken Dallison's spectacular automotive art exhibition
at the Club from
March 6-23 was an eye-opening example of the skilful
graphic art that
appears in the pages of today's magazines. In this
case it was work
from the National Geographic, Car and Driver, Sports
Illustrated,
Automobile Magazine, and Road and Track. Also included were some
of
the fine art paintings that have established Ken's reputation
with
American and European collectors.
* The Club was inundated with seaworthy works of art
for the novel
theme Maritimes Show Mar.28 - Apr.21 at the Club. Many
artist
members took the plunge and 26 surfaced: Zora Buchanan,
Jane
Champagne, Tom Chatfield, Mary Corelli, Pat Fairhead, Valerie
Hassell,
Charles Hilder, Lila Lewis Irving, John Joy, Peter Large, Mary
Anne
Ludlam, Audrey Matheson, Edwin Matthews, Gordon Rice, George
Sanders,
Susan Schellenberg, O.K. Schenk, William Sherman, Bert Small, James
Small, Jean Smith, John Snell, Arthur Steven, Jessica Steven, Murray
Stewart and Les Tibbles.
. The early spring weekend at Geneva Park, Lake
Couchiching Mar.17-19

1"
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became a real winter break when overnight eight inches of snow turned
the well-treed campus into fairyland. As more fell on Saturday,
artists hunted for sheltered spots or worked under umbrellas; in
brilliant afternoon sunshine they clustered at picture windows with
their easels.
Some adventurous artists dug out their cars and found inspiration
farther afield. One set up on a railway embankment and was chased
off by a train; another was seen at dawn (7 a.m.) on a cross-country
ski trail.
The first evening's entertainment was a slide show about a Northwest
Territories trip organized by Les and Mildred Tibbles. On Saturday
16 painters welcomed everyone to 'show and tell', a traditional
highlight of these outings. Then sculptor Bob Hume made a clever
introduction of magician Jack Prior who fooled all of us.
. Recent exhibitions by Club members have included a 'Travelling
Vests' show by Anne Meredith Barry at the Geraldine Davis Gallery...
a '20th Anniversary Group Show' at the Skelton Galleries which
Sd

•
,

featured

work by Jane Champagne,

Les Tibbles,

Murray Stewart

and

^4, •c Arthur Steven...a 'Made in England' exhibition at Dartmouth House in
•j•
London, Eng., sponsored by the Government of Ontario of work by
Marie-Louise Cusack. A similar exhibition of her work titled 'Made
Sin
France' was held in Paris in 1986. On that occasion the Mayor sent
^
out engraved invitations embossed with the city's coat-of-arms.
. An exhibition of paintings and sculpture by Margaret Florence Ludwig
is currently being held at Homewood 11 Art Gallery, 467 Jarvis Street
until April 22...'A Celebration of Life' exhibition of watercolours
p
Ay, by Lila Lewis Irving will be showing at the Fred Boedeker Gallery,
"
,2257 Queen Street East from April 22 to May 7...Guttorn Otto will have
-'3^
his work exhibited at the Lawrie Gallery in the Royal York Hotel from
April 26 to May 8...Audrey Garwood has an exhibition opening at the
Geraldine Davis Gallery, 225 Richmond Street West, on April 29...and
there will be an opening in our Great Hall of a one-day solo
exhibition of watercolours by Bill Sherman on Saturday, May 6 from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. It's a show with a difference: proceeds from the
sale of paintings on that day will go to Oxfam Canada in support of
its work in underdeveloped countries. The exhibition, which includes
paintings from a recent trip to Scotland, will continue in the Club
until May 27.
>

f
"

. 'Tibor Polya and The Group of Seven--Hungarian Art in Toronto
Collections 1900-1949' is the double-barrel title of an exhibition
to be held in the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery at Hart House from May
12 to June 18. Polya visited Toronto in 1925 and was introduced to
the Group of Seven by Club member Dr. Harold Murchison Tovell. The
artists did sketches of each other and these are now in the Art Gallery
of Ontario.
. On May 6 the CTV network will telecast a documentary on Robert and
Signe McMichael and their Group of Seven collection which grew into
the world-class McMichael Gallery of over 4,000 pieces of art. Shots

lu.
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of material from our archives appear in the show and A.J. Casson
offers some insights into the vision of the Group.
. 'Eat Your Heart Out' was the title of an auction by the Friends of
the Royal Canadian Academy on Feb.14. And on the advisory committee
were Lyman Henderson, Joyce Wieland and Jack Wildridge. On the
events committee was Ray Cattell who was shown in a Toronto Sun photo
layout...Joyce was also featured in one of five films the Art Gallery
of Ontario has been showing this spring called 'Spirit in the
Landscape'...At the McMichael Canadian Art Collection's 'Viewpoints
while Dining' series on May 17 the guest speaker will be Aaron Milrad
talking about 'fakes, frauds, forgeries, and other funny business'
...Hillebrand Estates Winery has two 1987 vintage wines under the
name 'The Collectors' Choice'. Strangely, the labels on both wines
do not identify the painter of the two oils illustrated--A.Y. Jackson
...The beautiful posters that are being displayed prior to musical
and Minds on the Move events at the Club were created by
Tom Bjarnason. He designed them so that only the name of the
performer or speaker has to be changed.
Anne Mirvish has two works in the Sculptors' Society of Canada juried
show opening May 4 at the John Black Aird Gallery--a portrait of the
Hon. J. Keiller McKay, and a woman's figure on a bench. Both are in
bronze...Peter Croydon was presented with an award for lifetime
achievement at the annual president's dinner of the Canadian
Association of Photographers and Illustrators in Communications on
Apr. 8, and C.W. Jefferys, our 1923-24 president, was remembered with
a posthumous Ivor Sharp Award for his achievements as an artist and
historical illustrator.
ST. ANNE'S, again

Since the Newsletter gave a wrong address for St. Anne's Anglican
Church (and printed a correction) we have received historical
information that may explain why its name keeps popping up:
In 1923, several of the Group of Seven, who were also Club members,
prepared to paint panels in St. Anne's Anglican Church. J.E.H.
MacDonald was commissioned to supervise the operation and he
submitted over one hundred drawings which were the basis of a number
of significant murals as well as other decorative work. The drawings
are presently held by The Public Archives of Canada in Ottawa.
The two largest panels in the Apse, 'The Adoration of the Magi' and
'Christ's entry into Jerusalem', were painted by Franklin Carmichael.
'The Tempest', 'The Transfiguration' and one of the Pendentive
paintings, 'The Crucifixion', were by J.E.H. MacDonald. The four
circular panels in the Dome of the prophets Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah
and Daniel were painted by F.H. Varley, as was the Pendentive 'The
Nativity'.
St. Anne's, one of the few Byzantine style churches in Canada, is
located on Gladstone Avenue at Dundas St. West in Toronto.
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Member Tony Van Bridge, who gave us that wonderful presentation of
G.K. Chesterson last December, is busy with the Shaw Festival. He
is directing and performing in 'An Inspector Calls' by J.B. Priestly
which will run from May to October...Douglas Campbell, who spoke at
our Minds on the Move luncheon on Feb.13 and has since become a
member of the Club, also directed and performed in 'Kidnapped' with
the Young People's Theatre which ran from Feb.3 to Mar.12...Dan
Needles has left the world of business for life as a farmer,
playwright and writer. And currently he has another comic treat to
follow Wingfield Farm and Wingfield's Progress. In 'Perils of
Persephone' his lone character faces the threat of a nuclear spill
'in his own backyard'. It will be one of the productions playing
at the Blyth Festival (north of London, Ont.) from June to Sept.
Wingfield's Progress is now playing at the Grand Theatre in London
until May 6.

E

A LIMERICK
by Philip Mathias

An employee of CON-sumers Gas,
Is riding to work on an ass;
In a winter so green,
He explained with a beam,
I can fuel the ass with the grass.

ARCHIVES REPORT

We continue to be delighted at the amount and variety of Club-related
material donated by members. Chris Adeney has given us an item
related to two former Club members. It's a reprint from the University
of Toronto Quarterly of October 1943. The subject is Charles Doughty,
author of 'Travels in Arabia Deserta', and the article was written by 9
Barker Fairley and autographed to Chris' father Marcus Adeney, a
former and well-known cellist with the Toronto Symphony.
A.J. Casson has donated a photograph of the late Jack McLaren in his
studio. The painting on the easel presents a surrealistic view of
death and carnage following World War II. From Dick Mastin we have a
copy of the beautiful catalogue 'Glorious Visions', prepared for the
late Peter Haworth's 1985 exhibition of stained glass at the Art
Gallery of Windsor.
Members fortunate enough to have attended the Club's tribute to
Franz Johnston last November will long remember the evening. John
Snell, the organizer, has turned over to Archives a photographic
record of the dinner and guests, as well as a print of every painting
in the exhibition, all in a binder for permanent safe-keeping.
Duplicates of some of the photographs appear in the Scrapbook.
For newspaper and magazine clippings of Club members, Archives thanks
Leon Katz, Jim Parr, Rod Carruthers and Violet Thresher, as well as
to anonymous members who place such items in the Archives drawer on
the right of the Scrapbook stand.
For photographs we thank Ted Brock, Hugh Walker, Alan Carrie, John
Fleetwood-Morrow and Jane Champagne. Jane's photograph is of The
Toronto Philharmonic Society in 1934 whose conductor was former
member Matthias Turton. Ron Vickers has produced a slide of the

m
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attractive poster of the Viking ship painted by Oz Schenk for our
Christmas decorations. The poster was purchased
~9'"President
Mike Spence and donated back to the Club.
A special thank you to new member Lesley Fairfield who has undertaken
the important duty of lettering the photographs in our Scrapbook.
Lesley came into the Club on Good Friday and began the task of
reducing the backlog of work to be done.
The President has asked us to include in these reports a brief summary
of work done for outside organizations. Since the last issue of
Newsletter, we have supplied information and assistance to the CTV
Network and Hart House for events mentioned elsewhere in this issue.
In reply to letters, information has been sent to The Public Archives
of Canada, the University of Manitoba, the Sarnia Public Library
and
Gallery and to the Directory of Canadian Theatre Resources.
Information has been supplied to a York University student of
art
history. Finally, information on Reg Godden was sent to Bob Kerr,
the host of the CBC afternoon program Off The Record. This was
in
reply to an on-air musing as to the whereabouts of the late Club
Life
Member.
WILLIAM E. SWINTON
President 1969-70

SBill

Bill Swinton came to the presidency of The Arts & Letters Club with
a prodigious knowledge of dinosaurs. The implications of this
extraordinary coincidence we leave to Newsletter readers to determine.
was born in Fifeshire (somewhere north of Hadrian's Wall) and
educated at Glenamond and the University of Glasgow.
Before coming
to Canada he headed the natural history section of the British Museum,
where he participated in research on the Swanscombe Man and took part
in the investigations that led to the exposure of the hoax known
as
the Piltdown Man. During World War II, Bill switched from decoding
zoological clues to deciphering the codes of the enemy, on behalf
of
Royal Navy intelligence.

--

___
S<
\[
L

As a distinguished member of this country's academic community, Bill
was Professor of Zoology at the University of Toronto
and Director
of Life Sciences at the Royal Ontario Museum. As a ROM Director,
he
was instrumental in bringing about the establishment
of the
McLaughlin Planetarium. A Fellow of Massey College, Bill was awarded
an Honorary LL.D. by the U. of T. in 1975. He is also
a Fellow of
the Toronto Academy of Medicine, a singular honour
for one who is not
a practising physician. He is the author of a shelf-load of learned
books on the great saurians of the mesozoic period.
Bill joined The Arts & Letters Club in 1961, served on the Executive
Committee and assumed the presidency in 1969. During
his term of
office, he introduced the earth-shattering concept of a Club tie
and
blazer badge--an innovation that met with fierce opposition
from the
conservative wing of the membership. Bill recalls, with a
wry
chuckle, a leader of the opposing forces suggesting
that these modest
emblems were "the first step on the road to Nazi uniforms."

I

Now in his late eighties, William Elgin Swinton is still
an active

l
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emeritus of the academic world. His presidential portrait (comic
strip interpretation) is by Gerald Sevier.
MEMO RECEIVED
BY A MEMBER

Memo to John Irwin, from C.A.G.

(Chuck) Matthews

Yesterday Dorothy reminded me that you wanted to know how I felt when
I joined The Arts & Letters Club. I was elected to the Club in 1920
and my sponsor was A.H. Robson, who at that time was vice-chairman of
the Art Gallery of Toronto. I draw this distinction--in those days
you didn't join the Club, you were elected to it. I still have my
original membership card.
Naturally I was elated to be a member of the Club for which then, as
now, I held in such high regard. I remember the warmth with which
many of the members welcomed me, A.J. Casson, J.E.H. MacDonald, and
Lawren Harris for example.
Many others I feel proud to have been associated with in one way or
another come to mind--Gus Bridle, Bob Defries, Barry Cleveland,
Ernest MacMillan, Napier Moore, Healey Willan and David Ouchterlony.
When I was elected the Club was still housed in Court Lane, and I
walked with other members from there to the new location at 14 Elm
Street.
At the time of my election, and since, I felt that I did not have as
much to offer the Club as had many others, but in one way or another (
I have tried to make a worthwhile contribution.
At the present time, John, I am not only the oldest member of the
Club, but also the second oldest in terms of membership--Alf Casson
having been elected seven months before me. Nevertheless, I have
pleasant memories of your presidency.
Every few days the mailman, or woman, brings announcements of current
activities at the Club which the infirmities of the years do not
permit me to attend. I wish I had been able to do more for the Club,
and I sincerely hope that those who are new members will enjoy the
Club as much as I have done over the years.
P.S. - I am just reminded
were in use at the time I
cannot answer positively,
cannot remember when they
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

i.
I4.4

·

that you asked whether or not the tabards
became a member of the Club. While I
it is my opinion that they were not; yet I
were introduced.

If there ever was a question of the role Club members play in the
broad term 'the arts', The Toronto Star's Saturday Magazine dispells
it: since the beginning of the year it has referred to: the first
time composer Maurice Ravel appeared 'live' on any radio station in
1928. Featured on the Toronto program was the Hart House String
Quartet in which Harry Adaskin and Boris Hambourg were members...
then in an article about the AGO's revamped J.S. McLean Gallery it
mentioned Lawren Harris, J.E.H. MacDonald, Frank Johnston, A.Y.

- -
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Jackson, Frank Carmichael, Arthur Lismer, Fred Varley, Edwin Holgate,
and A.J. Casson, all of whose works are on current display...another
article illustrated a portrait by Sir Wylie Grier...referred to
Life
Member Allan Burton's autobiographical 'A Store of Memories'...there
was a feature article about Sir Frederick Banting joining
The Arts &
Letters Club and painting with A.Y. Jackson in Quebec and northern
Canada. That piece also mentioned Vincent Massey and Bertram
Brooker
...another article was about three public libraries--Wychwood,
Beaches
and High Park--built in Toronto in 1916 to mark the 300th anniversary
of the death of Shakespeare. All were designed by architect
Eden
Smith, the Club member whose English-style homes "became the
rage" in
High Park, the Kingsway and Bayview areas...a write-up about
books
began with "If you have read Austin Clarke's short story,
A wedding
in Toronto, give yourself full marks for your knowledge of
Canadian
literature"...it quoted A.Y. Jackson (in big type) as saying
that
Canadians would rather keep a boa constrictor than support
a
poet...
it related an anecdote about how two actors played so outrageously
that a tour sponsored by Edwin Mirvish was a flop. Another
retailer
explained, "this isn't the first time Ed's been stuck with
a bad line
of socks"...for at least 27 weeks it listed Robertson
Davies' The
Lyre of Orpheus on its National Bestsellers report...and then as if
to wrap it all up, it printed on March 11 a two-column
article about
The Arts & Letters Club, written by new Club member
Roger Mason.
Thanks, Toronto Star!

*/1V"

Jo Currie has just published a book titled 'The Toronto
Women's
Book'.
It is by Macmillan of Canada and is available in major
book
stores...Franc Joubin, who identifies himself simply
as 'prospector',
also has a book on the shelves: an autobiography titled
Not
Alone, that is described as "a story of adventure and drama, for Gold
of danger
and fabulous success, colourfully told." That may be true
since Franc
has been responsible for some of the major mineral discoveries in
Canada...Carla Hartsfield is another member with
a new book on the
market. It's a volume of poetry, titled The Invisible
Moon, which
contains an extraordinary, matured vision, supported
by craft and
virtuosity. It is a work formed by a wry and direct
perception of
her world--equally at home in the Texas of her youth and
the Canada of
her adulthood"...Carla and Ken Ross read some of their works
at a
poetry reading at University College on Feb.23...Don
Ross' first
commercial album of solo guitar instrumentals, Bearing Straight,
is
now being distributed in North America, Europe and Japan...
Our letters-to-the-editor members are still with
us: Jim Parr
protested to The Toronto Star that Chesterton
and Priestly had some
good points regardless of what a recently published book
claims. And
Thomas Howarth wrote to The Globe and Mail in support
of an imaginative design for a floating airport on Lake
Ontario that a fifth-year
architectural student proposed...The leather-bound
memento book that
Leon Katz has been filling with original works by important
artists,
poets, authors and composers recently made the pages of
Toronto
magazine. Leon has willed the book to the Fisher Rare Book
Library
but doesn't expect to relinquish it for a long time yet...

p
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Three more historic plaques will soon be dedicated to the memory
of
deceased Club members. On April 23, Parks Canada will unveil
a
plaque in Kleinburg honouring The Group of Seven. On July 23,
in
q
Toronto, a plaque will be installed in front of Massey Hall in
recognition of Past-President Sir Ernest MacMillan. On the same
day
another past-president, Healey Willan, will be similarly honoured
in
St. Mary Magdalene Church on Ulster Street...Arthur Gelber's
name
keeps popping up, this time for being the first recipient
of the
Jewish Community Centre's 'Art Person of the Year'. More than
500
friends and admirers were on hand for the presentation...Robertson
Davies had a five-page essay published in the January issue
of
Harper's Magazine. It dealt with culture, identity and the free
trade
agreement and in his view there are things in our national
life more
important than money and trade...Peter Large has been appointed
Executive Director of the Association of Professional Engineers
of
Ontario as of May 1. He has been general secretary since
1986...
Peter Hermant addressed the Canadian Club on April 10 on
'The
Politics of Business...and on June 4, the late Dean Hughes
will be
inducted into the Agricultural Hall of Fame in Milton.

THE DRAWINGS
IN THIS ISSUE

These illustrations were produced a number of years ago
by the late
Walter Coucill and were made available at the request of
the editor
by Irma Coucill, his widow and well-known portrait artist.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Zora Buchanan, Betty Carr, Harry Ferguson, William Haehnel,
John
Irwin, Karen Kulyk, Jay Manning, Richard Mastin, Philip
Mathias,
David Skene-Melvin, John Morrow, Virginia Oswell, Raymond Peringer,
Elmer Phillips, Sandy Stewart, Violet Thresher, John Watson
and Lela
Wilson. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are
welcome and
solicited. Deadline for the June issue is Friday, June 2.
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June,
THE 1989-90
EXECUTIVE

1989

Officers:
President
Vice-President
Vice-President, House
Secretary
Treasurer
Counsel & Associate
Secretary
Executive Members Serving the
Second Year of their Term:
n

Geoffrey Armstrong
Jo Currie
David Mitchell
Ann Rothery
Leslie Tibbles
Reginald Wallace
EXECUTIVE NOTES

-

Michael V. Spence
Ernest Sirluck
Jack Carr
Ted Brock
Peter Hart

-

John H. Lytle

Executive Members Elected
for a Two-Year Term:
Jean Edwards
Lyman Henderson
Jeanie Hersenhoren
Bob Hume
Don Pounsett
Art Steven

At the annual general meeting on May 24, President Michael Spence
suggested what the Club should try to accomplish over the next 12
months. Here is a brief summary of his remarks:
1. Conquer the 'affordability' problem and get started on the Club
renovations.
2. We must try to make a start on renovations in the coming year.
3. It is essential to get new members involved in Club activities
as soon as possible.
4. We will continue a vigorous pursuit of potential buyers for our
unused density.
5. The issue of the sale of the Lawren Harris painting to help pay
for the renovations remains unresolved.
"I foresee an interesting and challenging year ahead (as well as) a
sense of renewed enthusiasm."

--
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. As of April 1, our membership is:

Life Members - 20, Resident

Professional Members - 264, Members - 176, Non-resident Members 108, Total - 568, Loss to death or resignation - 30, New Members
-

49.

* Club mail to the following members is being returned 'address
unknown'.
If you know of their present whereabouts, please notify
Secretary Ted Brock at 977-4670 (home) or 593-4747 (office):
John
Sutherland, David M. Stewart, Goldwin Flood, Marie Cusack, Janice
Treciokas, Stewart Sutton. Sharon McCann, David Warrack, Isabel de
la Roche, David Bennett, Anne Spear, Peter Croydon.

* If you have not yet responded to the Activities Committee
questionnaire sent to you in your June 'Playbill' mailing, please
do so as soon as possible.
. In the Telephone List, please delete the business telephone number
for John Watson.
. In April, the President approved the renting of the Great Hall to
an outside organization for a private Friday luncheon. It came as
a great surprise to members who arrived at the Club that day to find
themselves served in the LAMPS Room. Among those who were 'shocked
and appalled' was Past-President Jim Parr who dashed off a note to
President Michael Spence:
AS A RULE --You may rent the Club for tea
In the mornings or at three,
You can rent it for the evening in a crunch;
You may lease the upper attic
For performances dramatic-But you never rent the Great Hall out for lulnch.
You can have a Sunday bash
As a means of raising cash,
You might sell the Club Collection in a bunch;
You can auction off the Harris,
Even raffle it in Paris-But you never rent the Great Hall out for lunch.
You might hike the cost of gin
'Til we boozers made a din,
You can raise the price of sandwiches we munch;
And when the going's heavy
You've been known to call a levy-But you never rent the Great Hall out for lunch.

scui'
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Now, we members all respect
The committees we elect,
But we get a bit impatient with your hunch
That to raise another nickel
You can do a thing so fickle
As renting out the Great Hall during lunch.

*
2.
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Barbara Effer, member, is a teacher working with children with
special needs. She ran for election as school trustee in ward 15
last year but was unable to unseat the incumbents. Currently her
other interest is the piano and she is working towards her ATCM.
She was proposed by John Downing.
Tanya d'Anger, junior member, has been a professional actress since
1983 and holds a joint Honours B.A. in drama/literature from the
University College of N. Wales, U.K. She was proposed by Leon
Warmski.
Katharine Symons, professional, is a retired librarian/archivist who
then joined the National Film Board in production. She is a member
of the Heliconian Club and in recent years she has been studying
sculpture at the Ontario College of Art. She was proposed by Harry
Campbell.
Alice Corbett, professional, is a retired publisher having worked
with Harcourt Brace & Co. in New York for a number of years. In
1982 she married and moved to Toronto where she has many interests
in the arts. She was proposed by Ernest Sirluck.
Jean Cote, junior member, is an interpreter and translator. She has
joined our Club to meet interesting people, having been proposed by
Austin Clarke.
Henry Nelles, professional, is a professor of history at York
University. He was Visiting Professor, Canadian Studies, at Tsukuba
University in Japan, 1976-77 and William Lyon Mackenzie King
Visiting Professor at Harvard University, 1981-82 before returning
to York. He was proposed by Elmer Phillips.
Donald Ketcheson, professional, has been an interior decorator for
many years and a part-time lecturer at the University
of Toronto.
He was proposed by W. Murray Oliver.

CDAEL

RT-TrT.

Amanda Levy, member, has worked in marketing and communication,
program development and administration. She was proposed by Pat
Fairhead.
Spencer Higgins, professional, is an architect with special interest
in the conservation of historic buildings and has been involved with
the restoration of numerous churches. His hobby is watercolour
painting and photography. He was proposed by John Snell.
Robert Jeffrey, professional, is a producer/director and has had
wide experience as a musical stage performer. He is now directing
'Robin for Good' and associate producer of 'Reach for the Top'. He
was proposed by Paul Russell.

I

George Sinclair, member, is the Minister of Metropolitan United
Church. He has had sermons and hymns published and played opera
roles on stage and television. He was proposed by Jean Edwards.
_Philippa

Faulkner, professional, is an artist/teacher, with an
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interest in sculpture and painting in all media. She studied with
Carl Shaeffer, Fred Varley, York Wilson and others and has won
numerous awards since 1960. She was proposed by Rudolf Stussi.

I

Penelope Cookson, non-resident, is a singer/actress living in Montreal.
She has had a varied career in film and TV as well as on stage in
Toronto, Edmonton, Banff, and London, England. She was proposed by
Les Tibbles.

THE SPRING REVUE

What's Next? was the apt title for the 1989 edition of the Spring
Revue--and they kept us guessing. The show began with Messrs Yocom
and White playing the overture--which was accompanied by the voices
of the company from off-stage--an innovative idea. When the curtain
opened, we were treated to a stunning 'palm court' tableau with all
the company in black and white and singing some tuneful music about
changing Toronto--with original words by Pat Hume and music by Jack
Yocom and choreography by Betty Trott. Lisa Lambert followed with a
solo that she had written about her past lives which was extremely
clever and well presented. The next number took place in a courtroom
where 'Judge' John Wevers was trying to see if counsel John Lytle or
Gail Robinson had taken any 'artificially enhancing' drugs to justify
their strange actions. This was an up-to-date witty sketch in the
fine Doug Omand tradition.
Jean Edwards dressed as a clown followed in a funny number in which
she laughed up and down the scale--and kept us laughing too. The
traditional medley followed with various group and solo numbers
featuring'changes'. As usual, it was very well done, with some
excellent choreography, good costumes, music and arrangements, and
benefitted from John Cozen's choral direction. Pat Hume and Morna
Wales presented an excellent number about the Toronto of the past
which brought back the way it was.
Cal Wilson and Brent Rowe questioned the whole concept of free trade
--from the perspective of two tramps. This time, in addition to the
usual fine dancing, they gave us an original entwining hand number
which was very effective. It can't be described but it was very
funny. The first half closed with a sketch about the 1989 Spring
Revue producer facing the problem of competing with the glitz and
publicity of 'Les Mis' with virtually no budget--a cute preliminary
to the opening of the second half.
And what a second-half opening! With billowing fog and stereophonic
sound, the A & L Viking ship emerging to disgorge on stage a Viking,
a singer, a mountie, a dancer and a big dog, with a singing moon, a
girl in a bathtub, a pogo stick jumper, unicycle routine, minute man,
court jester, dancers, etc., etc., and guest stars galore. Sid
Johnson was able to participate on a couple of occasions. The Arts &
Letters Club hasn't seen anything like it before--and may never again.

I
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Morna and Pat returned with a clever song by John Watson about the
Club and the world - Plus Fa Change. A very funny sketch followed
written by Lisa Lambert and some friends about the numerous door-todoor solicitations these days. Jo Currie, while moving expertly
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throughout the audience, described the changing scene in Toronto in
a nice piece by Doug Omand with music by Wilf White; Connie Briant
and Dianne Craig sang about 'May' which comes after April and Cal
and Brent returned as Hong Kong entrepreneurs who had already bought
just about everything in Toronto but the Arts & Letters Club and
were happy to try for it too. Jean Edwards and Don Pounsett rendered
a splendid duet about two old friends seeing each other again and the
colourful finale came all too soon.

I-LLO-ANQD

LAMPS WEEK

One of the successful innovations this year was the quick 'curtain
crosser' sketches written by Jim Morris and performed expertly by
Ted Brock and John Rammell. Jim directed the whole show this year
and his professionalism was very evident throughout. John McKellar
has been both producer and co-producer of the Club's last eight
Revues. This year his co-producer was Virginia Oswell and both are
to be congratulated on another fine show.

The launch of LAMPS Week--under the guidance of Kathleen Hermant-with a dinner on Monday, May 29, was a remarkable event, even a
surrealistic one.
The performing artists were Ludwig Zeller, a Chilean poet and artist,
and Susanna Wald, a Hungarian living in Buenos Aires whom he met in
Santiago. Her reading of his Spanish poetry--based on legends about
hermits--was an English interpretation and it typified the combining
of their individual artistic talents. Their interest in surrealism
was apparent in their painting, the combining of it with dance and
music and the presentation of it in a video.
It was an imaginative performance which corrected the old saying that
there is nothing new under the sun.
. The Literary Table presentation for LAMPS Week had as the speaker,
Dr. Dennis Duffy. He is carrying out a study of early Canadian
history and is particularly interested in the writings of John
Richardson, born in 1796, the first Canadian novelist. He was a
professional soldier and the son of Dr. Robert Richardson, a surgeon
of the Queen's Rangers. In 1763 the British forces under Major
Robert Rogers, who had takenover the French fort of Detroit, were
placed under siege by Pontiac and his Indians, and Richardson used
these events as the basis of his novel 'Wacousta'.
John and his brother Robert were in their early teens at the time of
the British-American-Canadian war of 1812-14, both volunteered for
service and John incorporated their experiences in another novel
entitled 'The Canadian Brothers'.
. The musical portion of LAMPS Week was celebrated on Wednesday by
a dinner and a concert performed by Club members before a capacity
audience. The music consisted of three groups, the first two drawn
from the lighter and often lesser known works of the classical period
while the third, in contrast, presented well known works from
Broadway hits.

5.

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LE.TTLRS CLUB OF TORON TO * IHe ARIS &

t

-_

pT-EyE
GUAR

DS MAZs

THE LITERARY TABLE

Lt

I R, Cl ULJ

The first group, sung by Jean Edwards with David Franco at the piano,
consisted of songs and arias by Mozart. The second group, played by
violinists Eugene Kash and Gerard Kantarjian, contained a duo by
Ignaz Pleyel and a sonata by Mozart, both rarely heard works for two
violins unaccompanied. Between movements both players engaged in
some good-natured banter in keeping with the light tone of the
evening. The last group, sung by Connie Briant and Don Pounsett with
David Franco at the piano, were well known duets from recent Broadway
shows.
. Thursday's LAMPS Week event was a luncheon with Bruce Kuwabara, an
architect with considerable experience with design competition
schemes. He directed, for example, the winning design for the Stage
III expansion of the Art Gallery of Ontario. For us, he made a slide
presentation of downtown development, particularly The Dome, the new
CBC building and adjacent commercial property. He believes such
development is good and that we must pay a price for the benefits
that accrue.
. To conclude the LAMPS Week, members and guests were joined by Ian
Pool, Production Director, Live Entertainment Division, CineplexOdeon Corporation. Ian has a wealth of experience in the production
of theatre, including being Technical Director for the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies for the Calgary Winter Games. He spoke on the
renovations of the Pantages Theatre, and the Maria Bjarnson design
for 'The Phantom of the Opera'. To show how the set and the theatre
interact, he brought a large working model of the Pantages and
'Phantom' set.
On March 6, member Jack McQuaig gave an interesting historical
account of a game that humans have played since antiquity--Merrill,
or nine-man Morris. A copy of the game was found in the burial plot
of a Viking dating back to 840 A.D., it was played by the Normans who
invaded England and is mentioned in the writings of Shakespeare. In
the game, each player has nine men, moved one space at a time down a
line, in the hope of getting three in a row. The board is 8" x 8".
On March 21, Ray Peringer, the Club Archivist, gave an account of the
life and the literary publications of Isak Dinesen, who wrote under
the name of Karen Blixen. She was born in Denmark in 1885 and lived
until 1962. In 1914, she and her husband moved to Kenya to establish
a coffee plantation. They were divorced eight years later but she
stayed on in Kenya for 17 years until the coffee plantation failed.
Dinesen wrote three excellent books, but when she died little mention
was made of her literary contributions. As a side note, her brother,
who had been rejected by three armed services before he was accepted
by the Canadian Army, won the Victoria cross in W.W.I.
Member Austin Clarke was the speaker on April 11. Clarke, a
distinguished author, has served as Visiting Professor of English at
several American universities, and at the University of Western
Ontario. Two of his books are 'Growing up Stupid under the Union
Jack' and 'Proud Empires', and he read from both of them.
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On May 9, Eric Koch of the CBC was the speaker. He is writing a novel
about the year 2000, during which the editors of The Globe and Mail
and The Toronto Star are murdered and the editor of The Sun dies under
mysterious circumstances. Koch believes that in 2000 A.D. the CBC
will be a shadow of its former self but will not be abolished, as it
is a function of nationalism, public broadcasting will grow and the
use of VCRs will expand. Several dishes will probably be needed to
pick up all the broadcasts from satellites. He thinks that the major
political thrust of the future will be to look after the environment.
In his novel, Germany will be the No.l problem, the east-west conflict
will be resolved, and the two superpowers will shrink and widhraw.
The union of the European States will make Germany predominant.
Harold Flammger, who frequently reads for the Canadian National
Institute for the Blind, read from the works of Flann O'Brien (the
pseudonym used by Brian Nolan) on May 16. Nolan was born at Stabane
Co., Tyrone, educated at University College, Dublin and worked for
the Irish Civil Service until his retirement from ill-health in 1953.
In 1939 he wrote his first novel, 'At Swim-Two-Birds', which dealt
with a man writing a book about characters who were simultaneously
writing about him. In 1961 'Hard Life' was published in which all
the characters were real. It was the story of Mr. Collopy who was
married to Mrs. Crotty, and who always called each other Mr. Collopy
and Mrs. Crotty.
On May 23, Virginia Oswell discussed the literary vicissitudes of
Lady Antonia Fraser, who was recently in Toronto promoting her latest
book 'The Warrior Queens'.
During the past 25 years she has become a distinguished biographer
with such notable books as 'Mary Queen of Scots' and 'Cromwell, Our
Chief of Men'.

Fraser has a compelling narrative style that

distills vast research into accessible prose and it has made her an
international literary success with her work translated into eight
languages.
Interspersed with large biographical works, Fraser, in the best
literary mystery style, has created Jemima Shore, an investigative
reporter. These six works and several short stories are very
different from the historical works yet show the same mark of
conscientious prose and insightful style.
CA••RDINAL

MUSIC

Antonia Fraser is currently the president of PEN and will be
returning to Toronto in September for the International PEN
Conference.
The last of three recitals by diploma students of the Faculty of
Music took place on April 19. It featured two artists: Terri Tam,
violin and Jeanie Chung, piano. Those who heard the previous concert
will remember Miss Chung and the brilliant performance she gave then.
It was a pleasure to welcome her back as an accompanist.
Mr. Tam appeared first in the role of violinist playing a fugue from
a sonata for solo violin by Bach. Then, with Miss Chung, he played
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two movements from Beethoven's Kreutzer Sonata. He then astounded
the audience by becoming a pianist, playing Chopin's F minor
Fantasia and an Etude by Rachmaninoff based on the Red Riding Hood
legend! The entire program consisted of big works and all of them
were performed with tremendous technical command. A truly great
concert to end the series.

*D

* James McLean, the son of member John McLean, and his wife Gianette
will entertain Club members at the Sharon Temple on our outing there
on July 29. Currently, John is the leading tenor with the opera in
Nurnberg, Germany and he was interviewed by Club member and Opera
Canada founder/editor in chief Ruby Merser for the Summer issue.
James could not speak German when he began his career with the opera
in Gelsenkirchen but remained with it for three years before moving
to Nurnberg.

NTIACAlRA3_

. Edward Moroney, conductor of the North York Philharmonic Choir,
included songs by Healey Willan in a recent concert at Willowdale
United Church.
. For the same issue of Opera Canada, Arnold Edinborough, the
president and chief executive officer of the Council for Business
and the Arts in Canada, 'Funding the arts in Canada'. It made the
point that government support is solid, but not increasing, and that
if budgets are to be balanced it must be by marketing to the audience,
the community and business.
. New member Barbara Collier had hardly returned from Saskatoon
performances in the role of Violetta in Verdi's 'La Traviata' for
the Saskatchewan Opera Association when she went back to adjudicate
the Saskatchewan Music Festival in Regina. This was followed by an
appearance as soloist with the Regina Male Choir, all of which makes
her wonder when she can get to the Club again.

OUR WORLD
OF ART

William Sherman's exhibition attracted some three hundred people to
the Club on Saturday, May 6, with a line-up awaiting the opening at
10 a.m. Twenty-two paintings were purchased and Bill donated the
proceeds to OXFAM-Canada, continuing the contribution of his talents
to worthy causes. For three weeks the show added a zestful sparkle
to the Great Hall and the Lounge providing a visual tour of the
Queen Charlotte Islands in the west, to Scotland in the east, with
stops at Haliburton, Nova Scotia, Kennebunkport, Maine and other
paintable spots. He paints with transparent watercolour, with
highlights of pure white paper free of opaque additions. A unique
note was a portrait of an artist that included one of her original
paintings.
. The Portrait and Figure exhibition, juried professionally, opened
on May 29 and continued to June 16. Thirty-one Club artists were
represented by 45 works in a variety of media: oils, watercolours,
original prints, drawings and sculpture. Highly creative portraits
were far from photographic likenesses and scenes of country fairs
and other whimsical or complex compositions replace routine life
class studies. The sculpture, in bronze and other materials, were a
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refreshing addition. Thanks to the following artists for this worthwhile show: Derek Aylen, Zora Buchanan, Ray Cattell, Alvah MacNeill
Cavandash, Philippa Faulkner, Audrey Garwood, Loi Hathaway, Robert M.
Hume, John Joy, Margaret Ludwig, Audrey Matheson, Ted McCormack,
R. Milburn McLean, Conrad Mieschke, Anne Mirvish, Jean Nasmith,
Evlyn Payton, George Sanders, Susan Schellenberg, John Secord,
William Sherman, Ron Slocombe, Bert Small, Arthur Steven, Jessica
Steven, Rudolf Stussi, William Templeton, Les Tibbles, Jean Townsend,
Kay Weber, Ursula Zandmer. Members of the jury were Franklin
Arbuckle, Murray Stewart and Arthur Steven and, as is the policy of
the Art Committee, jurors do not judge their own work.
. Forty-six people came out and painted, photographed or merely
relaxed at the home of Jack and Evelyn Downing on April 22. The
property in the Mulmur Hills provided an idyllic setting complete
with a pair of Bluebirds. The good weather, good company and the
warm welcome made for an enjoyable day.
. Past-President Kenneth Jarvis was the subject of an insightful
article by Kay Kritzwiser in The Globe and Mail on April 15. She
reviewed his versatile career combining law, music and the visual
arts. Some of his honours were mentioned including election to the
Royal Canadian Academy of the Arts in 1984 and his appointment as
Under Treasurer of The Law Society of Upper Canada following his
early retirement as Secretary of the Society last year. At that time
the status Honorary Bencher was conferred. Only thirteen individuals,
including the Queen Mother and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, have
been recipients of this honour. The half-page article.was highlighted
with photographs of Lieutenant-Governor Lincoln Alexander, his
portrait bust by Ken and the sculptor at work.
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. The annual fund-raising art exhibition of the National Ballet of
Canada from April 27 to May 12 included works by Les Tibbles,
Christopher Adeney, Pat Fairhead, Thomas Chatfield, Philippa
Faulkner, Osvald Timmas and Rudolf Stussi...Joyce Wieland was guest
speaker at The Royal Canadian Academy of Arts on May 17. Her subject
was 'Creativity Itself'...Junior member Marie-Louise Cusack currently
has an exhibition of her paintings at Fortnum & Mason in London,
England. Her work will also be shown in their windows from June
through August. Concurrently, the main bank in Paris is presenting
exhibition of her paintings. With representation in a group show
at O'Keefe Centre in June, she is now conducting a summer bicycle
tour for art enthusiasts to art galleries and historic sites in
France and Italy...Shirley Fineblit, a designer and artist working in
hot glass, currently has some of her glassworks on exhibit at the
Scugog Memorial Public Library until June 23...Non-resident Mary
Percival and her daughter are presenting a watercolour show at
'Dunscone', in the Hockley Valley area, Airport Road north of Mono
Mills and east on the 20th sideroad on June 17 and 18...Jane
Champagne will again be artist-in-residence at Killarney Mountain
Lodge from July to September. Her solo show at the Whitman Gallery
runs until June 10...The poster in our front hall announcing
Members' Dinners is another work by Tom Bjarnason.

w

ULJtzp •ri 9.

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORON TO * IHI AR 15 & LI IJH R' C(1

DON HARRON
MADE US LAUGH

STRATFORD OUTING

The Minds-on-the-Move luncheon on April 27 was a fun event as one
might expect when Don Harron is the speaker. The actor, writer and
broadcaster had his audience laughing as soon as he took over the
microphone from Elmer Phillips who introduced Don as a former member
of the Club. Don mixed his distinctive humour with fond recollections
of working with Bob Christie and other members, of Spring Thaw which
grew out of our Spring shows and cabarets. It all prompted a later
look at his original 1969 application for membership. Under
'Professional Experience' he answered "Twenty-four years of everything". Under 'Interested in the following arts' he wrote "Arts
Council of Canada". 'Special hobbies' brought the notation "try to
collect spare time". And under 'potential activity in the Club' he
wrote "sleeping in the far corner". He had been proposed by Bob
Christie and seconded by Arthur Gelber and approved for membership
in February. It would be a pleasure to have him back in our ranks.

11
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The Club's outing to Stratford was a thoroughly enjoyable
'production' produced, directed and stage managed by Jeanie
Hersenhoren.
Act 1: Coffee at the Club prior to boarding a chartered bus equipped
with complimentary Saturday newspapers.
Act 2. An excellent lunch at The Waterlot in New Hamburg.
Act 3. The best seats in the Festival Theatre to see 'The Merchant
of Venice'.
Act 4: A private cocktail reception in the Festival Marquee,
compliments of the Festival.

JP-EAE

Act 5: A guided tour of Stratford with an interesting commentary by
Jeanie.
Act 6: A surprise gourmet box supper on the bus on the way home-with French wine--as a grand finale to a spectacular 'production'.

HONOURS FOR
CLUB MEMBERS

In April, Professor Laure Riese received from Lieutenant-Governor
Lincoln Alexander, the Order of Ontario for "having consecrated her
life to the promotion of French in Ontario". And in May, at the
Kitchener Canadian General Assembly of the Order of Saint Lazerus
of Jerusalem, Laure was promoted from Commander to the rank of Dame.
In the List of Honorary Fellowships
of the Ontario College of Art since
Kay Kritzwiser
members were added:

granted by the Governing Council
1973, the names of two Club
and Franklin Arbuckle.

The Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, which acts as an
advisory body to the Federal Minister of the Environment on matters
of historical interest, has designated The Group of Seven, Healey
Willan and Sir Ernest MacMillan "of national historic significance".
The Board recommended commemoration by means of bilingual bronze
plaques. The Group of Seven plaque was unveiled at the McMichael
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Canadian Art Collection in Kleinberg on April 23. The one for
Healey Willan will be unveiled at St. Mary Magdalene Church at
12:30 p.m. on Sunday July 23; the Sir Ernest MacMillan plaque
will be unveiled on Friday August 18 at 11 a.m. at Massey Hall.

I
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A NEW OPERATION
FOR AN OLD HAND

A wide variety of jobs are undertaken by members to maintain or
decorate the Club. One job which entailed a great deal of attention
recently was the removal of paint on the north-east door of the Great
Hall and the application of a new coat. Contrary to some beliefs
that it was a metal door, it turned out to be very wooden and very
old. The paint was five layers thick in some places and in others
up to 12. More than 200 small staples and nails were buried in the
paint and all had to be removed as they showed up. The operation
took 15 hours during rehearsals for this year's revue. But
eventually a very conservative masterpiece finally evolved from the
brushes of Dr. Donald Stewart.

A LIMERICK
by Philip Mathias

There was an economist called Jupp,
Who said interest rates would go up;
The heart of his trick,
Was to go off work sick,
And study the leaves in his cup.

i-LIBRARY REPORT

The basis of the Club Library is books by and about members and it
depends on members for contributions. Recent major donations have
been by John Bradshaw and former member Marcus Adeney, through his
son, member Chris Adeney. Adeney's material is particularly rich in
poetry of the 1920's and 1930's and the Librarian is slowly
processing and cataloguing these acquisitions. More recently, we
received from member Franc Joubin a copy of his fascinating autobiography, 'Not for Gold Alone; Memoirs of a Prospector' (Toronto:
Del Jay; 1989).
The increased use of the collection is most gratifying and the
Librarian hopes it will continue. If a member wishes to borrow a
book, simply fill out a withdrawal card, a supply of which are by
the new book display.

BERMUDA

Poets and writers among the membership are reminded that June 30 is
the deadline for submissions to our Festival of Prose and Poetry,
CXOP>
hopefully to inaugurate a Club literary annual.
Lastly, will members please stop trying to be helpful by removing
magazines from the mail and putting them on the periodical rack.
As well-meaning as this is, it actually makes the Librarian's work
more difficult.

Archives Notes

In response to our on-going request for information about Club
members, non-resident Lewis Parker has given us copies of several
magazine articles which describe his many historical paintings in
the Fortress of Louisbourg and also throughout the Maritimes. One

--
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reviewer compared Lewis to the great 16th century Flemish painter
Pieter Brueghel.
Tom Bjarnason has helped beautify the Club with last year's Executive
List and those attractive posters in the hallway announcing Club
events. Now, he has added to our postage stamp collection with 16
stamps he designed of ships and which were issued between 1975 and
1978.
While on the subject of the Club's stamp collection, the Archivist
would like a philatelist member to adopt it as a personal project. It
doesn't require much time; if you are interested in Canadian postage
stamps, you'll enjoy it.
Frank Fusco has donated a unique item. It is a limited edition folio
of 20 photographs of Igor Stravinsky conducting the CBC Symphony
Orchestra in Massey Hall in 1965, during a recording session. One of
the photographs is of special Club interest; in the orchestra, one
can identify Life Member Harold Sumberg, Frank himself, and our late
member Sammy Hersenhoren.
From Chris Adeney we have received a package of clippings, reprints
and magazines mostly from the early 1940's all referring to his
father, Marcus Adeney, a cellist with the Toronto Symphony and a
former member. Several issues of the Canadian Review of Music and
Art are full of articles by or about Club members. Despite their
date, we see items by current members: A.J. Casson, Mavor Moore and
John Fleetwood-Morrow. A 1948 clipping from Saturday Night has a
musical review by Past-President Jack Yocom.,
The Archivist thanks old and new suppliers of photographs for the
scrapbook and/or files: Harry Ferguson, Ron Vickers, Dick Mastin,
Alan Carrie, Ted Brock, Lyman Henderson, and Tom Hull for excellent
Spring Revue pictures. Jim Parr and Leon Warmski have supplied
clippings of interest; Leon's was a magazine article on the late
member Howard Dunnington-Grubb who, with his wife Laurie, founded
Sheridan Nurseries.
Archives has supplied material to the son of Charles Adamson, a Club
member from 1911 until his death in 1959. He was City Editor of The
Mail & Empire, but is better known as a sculptor. Two busts in the
LAMPS Room, of Fred Challener and J.E.Middleton, are his work, as
well as all the figures on the Whitney Block at Queen's Park, the
altar of sacrifice inside the Peace Tower in Ottawa, and the
gargoyles on the outside. He sculpted the World War I Memorial on
University Avenue and Elm Street. For a time, he shared studio space
in St. George's Hall with Franz Johnston.
MI LK-MA
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Information on George Reid was given to a York University student.
It was Reid who painted the Viking ship mural at the north end of
the Great Hall. And a piece of Club trivia: it is Reid one sees
over the shoulder of Arthur Lismer in that famous photograph of the
Group of Seven which hangs in the LAMPS Room. While on the topic of
that photograph, information concerning its history was supplied to
the McMichael Canadian Art Collection. Their attribution of its
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was taken by Arthur Goss in

1920.

Years

later, Franklin Carmichael was added by means of deft superimposition
by Ron Vickers.
JOHN F. IRWIN,
K.C.L.J.
President 1970-1972

'John's

[

John Irwin was both landlord-boss and tenant-boss at 14
Before becoming Arts & Letters President, he had served
President of the St. George's Society. It is a tribute
diplomacy that he won the admiration of both the lessor
lessee.

pelagic birthplace was Walney island in the Irish Sea off the

Cumbrian coast.
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Elm Street.
a term as
to his
and the

His long and distinguished career in

journalism

began with a stint as reporter on the North Western Daily Mail.
In
1938 he was appointed chief reporter for the Calcutta Statesman, the
largest English-language newspaper on the sub-continent.
He joined
the Indian Army in 1940, saw action in the Western Desert, the
Middle East and Italy, and was discharged with the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel.
In 1952 John made the move to Canada, where he worked with B.K.
Sandwell on Saturday Night. Subsequently, he joined the Maclean
Hunter group as Associate Editor of The Financial Post.
An incorrigible Englishman, John Irwin devoted a good part of his
life to the St. George's Society, spearheading a highly successful
membership drive and helping to put the Society's Welfare Fund on a
solid financial footing. Elected a Life Member of St. George's in
1959, he assumed the presidency in 1966. He was also prominent in
the Empire Club of Canada, the Royal Commonwealth Society and the
Royal Canadian Military Institute. He is a Knight Commander of the
Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem and is
a recognized authority on heraldry.
John, as our landlord, joined the tenants in 1 9 5 5--proposed by
fellow Saturday Nighters Yocom and Woodside--and was elected
President in 1970, succeeding Bill Swinton. John's fondest
recollection of his presidential term is the active support he gave
to the Club's Heritage Collection--an idea first put forward by
Jack Secord and Walter Coucill.
"The Club was filled with
distinguished artists," he recalls, "but not with their paintings.
The idea of acquiring works by artist-members led to the formation
of a collection that is now the pride of the Club."
John was awarded the Centennial Medal in recognition of valuable
service to the nation.

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

. Past President David Franco has started a new career--commentator
on 'Sounds Great' on radio station CFMX Cobourg (96.3 FM).
You can
'catch him', as they say, on Sunday evenings from 8 p.m. to
midnight. Many members will recall that the late Past-President
David Ouchterloney hosted a similar program on the same station
a
few years ago.
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. In case you don't read the anecdote column in The Toronto Star
Magazine, here's an item of Club interest: the late Walter Bowles,
a popular radio announcer for many years, was tending his small
garden, dressed in dirty gardening duds, when a newcomer to the
district summoned him over. "You keep a good lawn. What would you
charge to do mine?" Sizing her up as a snob, Walter replied: "Well
I dunno, ma'am, but the lady of this house lets me sleep with her."
* In a Toronto Sun article about the tuxedo, Arthur Gelber was
quoted as saying "It's not true that I'm always in a tux. I take
it off when I have a bath and, this week, I only wore it once."
Lyman Henderson was identified as an art patron 'who swanks up his
tux with a brocade vest or wears black tie 'n' moccasins'.

I-
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Y Jim Parr had an article published in The Mermaid Inn column of The
Globe and Mail on April 22 about--believe-it-or-not--bargain hunting!
* Matthew Lawson was one of a three-person public discussion panel
at the St. Lawrence Centre sponsored by The Canadian Stage Company.
The April 19 topic: 'Our city our future: Metro's economic health.
Will prosperity continue?'.
. Non-resident member James W. Brennan, who is with the Documentary
art and photography division, Canadian Postal Archives, Ottawa,
wrote an article for the March-April issue of The Archivist on the
Newfoundland commemorative postage stamp of 1949.
. For the record, Ed Mirvish was named a Commander of the Order of
the British Empire in the Queen's most recent honours list for his
contribution to British theatre. Now the Old Vic has received five
Olivier Awards, the most prestigious accolade in British theatre,
from London's Society of West End Theatres.
. If you have been wondering whatever happened to Peter Croydon
you've not been alone. Since the Fall of 1987, he has been living
in West Chester, Pennsylvania, and is a professor of photography at
the University of Delaware. Here at home he has been honoured by
the Canadian Association of Photographers and Illustrators with a
lifetime achievement award.
. Non-resident member Noel Edison is the artistic director for the
Elora Three-Centuries Festival of Music being held from July 28 to
August 13.

THE DRAWINGS
IN THIS ISSUE

Bert Small's wife, Peggy, has an extensive collection of bells and,
at the editor's suggestion, Bert produced the drawings and scratchboards appearing throughout this issue.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

John Watson, Ron Vickers, Arthur Steven, Bert Small, David SkeneMelvin, Raymond Peringer, John Morrow, Philip Mathias, Bill Haehnel,
John Downing, Harry Coughey, Alan Carrie and Zora Buchanan.
Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcome on or
before the next deadline of Friday August 4.
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August,

COMMITTEES FOR
1989-90

*

1989

COMMITTEE

CHAIRPERSON

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

Activities
Art
Communications
Finance
House
Long Range Planning
Membership
Music
Theatre

Zora Buchanan
Pat Fairhead
Ann Rothery
Peter Hart
Jack Carr
Peter Large
Stan King
Jean Edwards
Jo Currie

Jeanie Hersenhoren
Geoff Armstrong
Raymond Peringer
Reg Wallace
Bob Hume

OTHER APPOINTMENTS
Archivist
Curator
Librarian
Literary Table
Monthly Calendar
Newsletter
Spring Show
Stage Manager

Raymond Peringer
John Snell
David Skene-Melvin
Harry Girling
John Renouf
Howard Gerring
Jo Currie
Roly Pincoe

OUR CHEF
DAVID WOLFE

All members will be sad to learn that David Wolfe, our Chef, is ill in
The Riverdale Hospital and his employment with the Club ended on July
31. However, he will continue to occupy the staff apartment on the
second floor. Members wishing to express their sympathy may write to
him at the hospital, 14 Saint Matthews Road, Toronto M4M 2B5.

NEW MEMBERS

Karen Mills, non-resident, is an art dealer living in Ancaster. She
has had broad experience with galleries, private collections and is
currently working on the development of a public art program. She was
proposed by Jane Champagne.

p

Madeline Freeman, professional, is a writer who has had many books
published by well-known firms. She is a member of the Writers Union
of Canada and a founding member of the Canadian Society of Children's
Authors, Illustrators and Performers. She was proposed by Campbell
Hughes.

/
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Robert Bennett, member, is a dentist whose hobbies are painting in
oils and collecting contemporary works. He was proposed by Harry
Campbell.
Helen Frances Gregor, CM,RCA., professional, taught at the Ontario
College of Art for 33 years and developed an international reputation
through exhibitions of her work at home and abroad. She is the
author of 'The Fabric of My Life' and other books on tapestry and
textiles. She was proposed by Sid Bersudsky.
Richard Storr, member, is a retired professor with wide interests in
the arts who is expected to be helpful in arranging art collections
and assisting in the library. He was proposed by Harry Ross.
Sybil House, junior member, is executive assistant to the director of
Christie's Fine Art Auctioneers. She is also creator and editor of
Creme de la Creme, a publication for the Elmwood Club. She was
proposed by Zora Buchanan.

RECENT EVENTS

Miss Moneypenny of 007 film fame, and currently a Toronto Sun
columnist, Lois Maxwell gave a frank, refreshing and enjoyable
Minds-on-the-Move talk on June 15. Her friendly manner soon
captured the luncheon audience as she related her activities from the
days on Brookdale Avenue to the present. As a 15-year-old she ran
away to join the Canadian Army show.
In Britain she was discharged because she was under age and promptly
won a scholarship to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts. She became
friends with Roger Moore, gave lectures, won a £25-a-day role in a
David Niven film, was a photo model, returned to America and at age
20 took the train to Hollywood and Warner Brothers where she met
such others as Bogart and Reagan. Then it was to Rome for five
years, marriage and two babies, several heart attacks and playing
Miss Moneypenny in a number of Roger Moore's films.
She returned to Canada, learned to fly and bought a deserted farm as
a "heritage for my children", returned to Britain where her husband
died, returned to Canada where the Toronto Sun helped to put her life
together. She has now written 15,000 words of a biography and
expects to be a teacher of writing in Soweto!
Frank Fusco, who knew Lois when he was a W.0.1 in the Army Show at
$3.00 a day, thanked her on behalf of an appreciative audience.
. The Members' Dinner on June 21, A Tribute to Charlie Chaplin, was
a trip down memory lane. Eric James and Phyllis O'Reilly entertained
members with tales of Eric's 20 years as Charlie Chaplin's sole music
associate. He played some of the musical scores from Chaplin's films
for us and his wife and long-time professional associate, Phyllis
O'Reilly, sang songs from popular movies and Broadway musicals.
Before the evening came to a close everyone was singing!
. The Literary Table's summer picnic (an annual affair) on June 27
was held in Harry Girling's garden on Garfield Avenue, and a literary
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about books.
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It was a Tuesday so, of course, the conversation was

. The Members' Summer Barbecue on July 19 in Barbara Effer's Rosedale
Garden was an interesting affair: Peter Hart served as barman and
appropriate was food prepared by Erika, Lucinda and Ben. Entertainment was furnished by Chris Duncan, guitar, and Andrew Hellebust,
piano, both students at the Royal Conservatory of Music. It was, in
short, an enjoyable occasion and no-one fell in the goldfish pond.
* The A&L Playreaders presented A Summer Night's read on June 28,
directed by Peter Hart and produced by Violet Thresher. The reading
and enactment consisted of first light Laurie Lee; a Midsummer Night's
Dream, Act V - Scene I; Toad of Toad Hall, A.A. Milne, and an
adaptation from Wind in the Willows, Kenneth Grahame. The
participants were: Howard Chapman, Peter Hart, Monty Larkin, Ann
Mirvish, Ken Pratt, John Rammell, Diana Roach, Violet Thresher and
Leon Warmski.

*
MUSIC

»

. It was a happy group of Club members who gathered on the brow of a
pleasant hill in High Park at twilight on Thursday, July 13. No
mosquitoes, no rain (until much later in the evening), a very
substantial basket-packed supper from the Club kitchen, followed by
an unusual and interesting performance of Shakespeare's light-hearted
Comedy of Errors. Ann Chisholm planned and arranged the event;
Jeanie Hersenhoren and her faithful station-wagon transported the
suppers and the Canadian Stage Company provided excellent summer-time
entertainment.
Earthly Pleasures, a clever and witty entertainment, was presented on
June 7 by its author, Penelope Cookson, a new Club member and the
daughter of Mildred and Les Tibbles. It celebrated French writer
Colette, 1873-1954, from whose life-style the title was derived. This
particular presentation was introduced by another of our members,
Laure Riese, who reminisced about her earlier years in Paris where she
met Colette and mingled with her coterie. The script was compiled by
Penelope from material written by and about Colette and combined into
the form of a monologue punctuated by songs of the period for
presentation against a background of piano music, played on this
occasion by Brahm Goldhamer. Mention should also be made of the
special lighting provided by Penelope and installed by her crew
under the supervision of Roly Pincoe. Altogether, it was a most
enjoyable entertainment about one of the interesting and controversial
people in that turn-of-the-century period of French cultural
development.
. Luncheon Music on June 29 was announced as 'Stan King and Rosane
Spinazzi' and so it started, but, after some five selections, a
problem seemed to arise. It turned out that the succeeding numbers
required two flutes. Stan canvassed the audience and, lo and behold,
Susan Hoeppner, who had previously appeared here with Les Amis, was
not only in the audience but had brought her flute and her music!
Thus, in almost miraculous fashion, the day was saved.

h
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The program opened with three numbers for flute and piano, performed
by Miss Spinazzi, a Sonata in C by Handel, a Suite in A by Telemann
and a medley of Broadway hit tunes. Stan then took over and played
his own marvellous version of George Gershwin's Summertime to which
most of us will listen as often as he feels like playing it.

.

S

Miss Spinazzi then returned and played a most amusing little piece by
Henry Mancini, called A Penny Whistle Jig, on a strange little
instrument which was, in fact, a penny whistle. At this point Miss
Hoeppner joined Rosane and Stan to perform an Andante and Rondo by
Doppler. It was an admirable program beautifully played and a
fitting end to the season's music.
ACTIVITIES FOR
THE 1989-90
FALL AND SPRING
SEASONS

The response to the Activities Committee's questionnaire, distributed
to the membership in May, was extremely enlightening. The once-amonth Members' Dinners were at the top of the list, and Guest Dinners
were a close second, followed by the Boar's Head Dinners, the Burns
Night, the Pratley movie evenings, the Smile Theatre, the Tony
VanBridge evening and the R.C.Y.C. outing. The Shaw and Stratford
Theatre Trips are so popular and sell out within days of being
announced that it is planned to offer at least one additional Theatre
Trip next year.
'Minds on the Move' and 'Music at Lunch' are highly regarded, and it
is hoped to expand 'Music at Lunch' to twice-a-month and to devote
more evenings to music. LAMPS week will be scheduled for September/
October 1990 - rather than right after the Spring Revue at the end ofi
April.
Some members indicated that they miss the old-type Monday nights.
From now on, there will not be planned programs on Monday evenings;
however, Play-Reading will continue on the third Monday of every
month and Art Openings will continue to take place on selected Monday
evenings as usual. Those will not interfere with Clubnight Monday
evenings, which will be reserved for the informal gathering of
members and their friends. The food will be simple fare, and the
House Committee and Erika will strive to keep the food price as
reasonable as possible.

HERE'S A HEALTH
UNTO HER MAJESTY

Claude Bissell, hearing Elmer Phillips singing the toast with much
gusto at a members' dinner, wondered about the history of the song.
Elmer passed the query to John Irwin.
John spent two happy hours researching in the music department of
Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library and discovered that the
rousing military song was composed by Jeremy Savile in 1660 in
honour of King Charles II (1660-1685) following the Restoration of
the English Monarchy after the demise of Oliver Cromwell and his
Roundheads.
Savile, according to the New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians,
Vol.16, was listed among "many excellent and able Masters as a
teacher for the viole". He was a member of the Old Jewry Musick
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Society after the Restoration.
a Health Unto His Majesty.
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His most celebrated song is Here's

The music and song we sing today are similar to what Savile wrote
329 years ago. His version, according to Old English Ditties,
second volume, selected from W. Chappell's Popular Music of the
Olden Time, runs:
"Here's a Health unto His Majesty
With a fa, la, la, la, la, la, la.
Conversion to his enemies
With a fa, la, la, la, la, la, la.
And he that will not pledge his health
I wish him neither wit nor wealth
Nor yet a rope to hang himself
With a fa, la, la, la, la, la, la
With a fa, la, la, la, la, la, la.
Our A&L version has 'confusion' instead of 'conversion' and 'drink'
instead of 'pledge'. During his research, John Irwin discovered not
one but two second stanzas to the song: Old English Ditties has a
second stanza added by John Oxenford, as noted by W. Chappell. It
goes:
All Cavaliers will please combine
With a fa, la, la, etc.
To drink this loyal toast of mine

With a fa, la la, etc.
If anyone should answer 'no'
I only wish that he may go
With Round-head rogues to Jericho
With a fa, la la, etc.
British Minstrelsie, Vol.IV, has a second stanza by "W.H.H." (no
other identification). This one goes:
So here is to our Glorious King
With a fa, la, la, etc.
And he who will not join and sing
With a fa, la, la, etc.
To him I will apply my toe
That with full speed from us he go
To eat sour grapes in Jericho
With a fa, la, la, etc.

D

Here's a Health was sung in the Club 64 years ago. Raymond Peringer,
Club archivist, discovered the Christmas dinner program of 1925.
There among the songs listed on that festive evening was Here's a
Health Unto His Majesty. King George V would have been pleased. As
no doubt was Club president A. Monro Grier. Meanwhile, let's
continue to sing this rousing loyal song and, maybe, with a second
stanza. Why not?
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AN APOLOGY

The review of the Spring Show in the June issue of the Newsletter
neglected to mention the contributions of members involved in Set
Design (including the Great Hall), Art, Costumes, Set Construction,
As someone has
House and Stage (Lights, Sound, Stage Crew, etc.).
said, without these people, there wouldn't be a show. We apologize.

HONOURS, AWARDS
AND APPOINTMENTS

Since 1954, the Canadian Conference on the Arts has presented the
Diplome d'honneur to those who have made an exceptional contribution
to the encouragement of the arts in Canada. The first award was to
Club Past-President Governor General Vincent Massey. This year
Herman Voaden was honoured as a "groundbreaking arts educator, playIn particular,
wright and theatre director in the 1920's and 1930's.
his innovative concept of symphonic theatre, which also embraced
instrumental and vocal music, dance and visual and architectural
features, was considered to be the performing arts equivalent of the
work of the Group of Seven, who influenced the style and scale of
Voaden's work."

I

. Nicholas Goldschmidt has been appointed a Companion of the Order
of Canada by Governor General Jeanne Sauve. His International Choral
Festival, The Joy of Singing, was a major accomplishment in June.
. In July, Arthur Gelber was appointed to the Art Gallery of Toronto
Board of Trustees representing the College of Founders.
. On August 1, Edwin
Order of the British
year. His wife Anne
to The Toronto Star,
Queen. Not just any
Mirvish".

Mirvish received the title of Commander of the
Empire, the only Canadian to receive a CBE this (
and son David witnessed the ceremony. According
"You're in the theatre, aren't you? asked the
theatre, Ma'am, the Old Vic, responded Mr.

. Past-President John Irwin has been elected Vice-President and a
Director of The Orthopaedic & Arthritic Hospital Fund. It's the
organization which raises money for the hospital on Wellesley Street
East and it is one of several volunteer groups on which John is
active.

SPARE A
FRIENDLY THOUGHT

As one grows older, we seem to see less and less of old friends.
It's the same here at the Club because a number of long-time members
So, have a friendly
now find it difficult to get down to Elm Street.
thought for Alf Casson, Frank Dilworth, Rik Kettle, Chuck Matthews,
George McGillivray, Burton Richardson, Willson Woodside, Harry Ebbs
and Roger Priddle--all members who made important contributions to
the Club they now miss as much as we miss them.

OUR WORLD
OF ART

The Club Calendar Special Drawing Show for the week of June 19,
consisted of 31 works by 12 artists. Later, a dozen of the drawings
were selected by a Committee jury for a 1990 Club calendar that will
be available well before the Christmas/New Year season. The artists
who participated in the exhibition were Zora Buchanan, Raymond
Cattell, Mary Corelli, Michael Crawford, Lesley Fairfield, Peter

m
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Large, Edward McCormack, Evlyn Payton, George Danders, John Secord,
Albert Small and Leslie Tibbles.
. The Art Committee Invitational Show, launched on June 26 for the
Club summer season, featured the professional skills and versatility
of 18 Committee members: Franklin Arbuckle, Geoffrey Armstrong,
Zora Buchanan, Raymond Cattell, Michael Crawford, Pat Fairhead,
Audrey Garwood, Robert Hume, Peter Large, Tom McNeely, John Secord,
Gerald Sevier, William Sherman, James Small, John Snell, Arthur
Steven, Leslie Tibbles and Ronald Vickers.
A LOOK BACK

Non-resident Fergus Cronin is another member who recently did some
research on the Club's past. In doing so he came up with this bit
of history:
In 1930, one of Longfellow's long and catchy poems, The Song of
Hiawatha, written in 1855, was enjoying a vogue. It so impressed
Augustus Bridle, one of the founders of the Club in 1908, that he
used the familiar meter in a letter to members about an approaching
Club dinner.
The original by Longfellow went, in part:

n

By the shores of Gitche Gumee,
By the shining Big-Sea-Water,
Stood the wigwam of Nokomis,
Daughter of the Moon, Nokomis.
Bridle's invitation went:
Now the Hunger Moon is rising
Come you to the Club's Great Wigwam,
Saturday, the 15th Evening,
Where the squaw of Gitchie-Webster*
Whom the Gods call, Eet-sum-mo-kid,
(She -

*

who -

cuts -

the -

pie -

with -

justice)

Lays for us the boneless hot-dog
Caribou and tail of beaver.
Come and see the Peace Pipe Smoking
As our ancient uncles did it,
See the Lone Scout Dance his lonesome,
Hiawatha makes his Farewell.
Come and see the Dance of Eagles
Never seen in great Tor-ont-ah,
Come and join the Gitchie's singing,
Tribal Prayer of sweet 0-ma-ha
Hear the tunes of Chief Mac-mill-an
Maybe others, who can tell it?
Many are the pleasures waiting
Round the camp-fire of our Wigwam.
Camp-fire lit by Perce-mitch-ell
Come and join the Council Circle.

t
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Bring a rug or blanket
P.S.
So to look like decent Indian
At 6.30 on the 15th,
And one dollar bring for entrance
By the leave of Gitchie-Webster
Sitting by the Wigwam doorway.

(I

0

A-Bee-Mic-Mac.
*Gitchie-Webster--a fondly remembered Manager/House Mother of the
Club.

HEY, OUR IMAGE
IS SHOWING!

John Watson says some A&L members might wish to dispute this
description of the Club which appears in Living the Part, Bronwyn
Drainie's otherwise admirable account of her father's life and
career as Canada's pre-eminent radio actor:

"(Gilbert) Harding and sculptor Mack Reynolds and painter Hedley
Rainnie all became part of the group of artists, headed by Lister
Sinclair, who tried to take over and breathe some life into the Arts
& Letters Club on downtown Elm Street. The Club had been founded in
the Twenties by Roy Mitchell (!), one of the first artistic directors
of Hart House Theatre, but by the Forties it had become the sort of
place where you didn't speak to another member unless you'd belonged
for a decade. Sinclair, who was invited to join because of his
academic position in mathematics at the University of Toronto
(certainly not because of his radio affiliation), declared the place 4
mouldy but with potential..." - Living the Part, Bronwyn Drainie,
Macmillan, 1988 p. 1 4 9 .

I

ZORA'S REPORT
ON THE
GLASGOW ART CLUB

When I was in Glasgow recently I paid a visit to our reciprocal club,
The Glasgow Art Club. Like our Club, it is housed in a very old
(1867) and beautiful building in the heart of downtown Glasgow.
Unlike us, they have owned their building since 1908. To their
dismay they recently discovered that the building is full of dry rot
and are now faced with a major renovation.
Their membership consists of approximately 400 members, the majority
of whom are 'lay members' (their expression for our Member category).
Lay members pay higher fees than do the 'Artist Members' (our
Professional category). The Artist members are for the most part
painters and they are considered for membership only after
submitting a selection of three of their paintings, which are juried
by a special committee.
While we take pride in our 'Group of Seven' heritage, the Glasgow
Art Club boasts of the 'Glasgow Boys'.
In the 1880's a score of
young painters broke from traditional Scottish painting and shared
an enthusiasm for the strong, clean, fresh colours of the
impressionists. Although not all those boys come from Glasgow, all
were in Glasgow at some point in their careers. Unfortunately, many
of the "Glasgow Boys'" paintings have disappeared over the years.
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I lunched in the glass-roofed Great Hall at one of the long tables.
It was a Friday and there were very few people dining--and only one
other woman. Female members were admitted about four years ago. At
either end of the hall are huge fireplaces with beautifully carved
wooden mantles. The design of these has been attributed to Charles
Rennie Mackintosh. At that time he worked for an architect firm
whose senior partner, Keppie, was a member of the Glasgow Art Club.
Mackintosh was never a member, perhaps because his boss didn't want
him there, perhaps because Mackintosh was dating Keppie's daughter
and he didn't approve!
If you happen to find yourself in 'the Cultural Capital of Europe'
in 1990, I recommend a visit to the Glasgow Art Club. The members
are friendly and the day that I was there the Scottish fish and
chips were GREAT!
LIBRARY REPORT

The Club Librarian is overjoyed by the response to the Festival of
Prose and Poetry--38 entries from 23 writers and poets. There is
still 'Letters' in the Arts & Letters Club! The jury is currently
assessing the submissions and those selected for a Club Literary
Annual will be announced in October at a special event.
Submissions are now solicited for next year.

The deadline will be

1. Submissions may be poetry or essays or short stories, (the last
two not to exceed approximately 3,000 words in length).
2. They may be excerpts from longer works-in-progress.
3. Must be in English or, if in another language, accompanied by an
English translation.
4. Be typed double-spaced.
5. Typed on one side of the paper only.
6. And MUST be submitted in quadruplicate.
7. Submissions may be pseudonymous, but in such instances must be
accompanied by a copy bearing the author's real name sealed in an
envelope bearing the title of the submission and the pseudonym used.
8. Previously published material is ineligible.
9. There is no limit on the number or type of material within the
above rules that a member may submit.
10. Copyright will remain vested in the author save that the Arts &
Letters Club shall have right of first publication without royalties
if the submission is selected to be included in a Club Literary
Annual.

I

11. Submissions should be addressed: Club Librarian/1990 Literary
Annual, and left with the Club Manager.
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Again we have received one of those packages which help make the
Archivist's life worth living. Non-resident Fergus Cronin, a
continuing supporter of the Club Archives, has donated an envelope
of 18 items, none of which we previously held in our files. There
are announcements of Club events, clippings, an etching, invoices,
letters and invitations, dating from 1918 to 1945, but mostly from
the early Thirties. This is exactly the kind of material we
constantly seek.
In the display cases in recent weeks and into September are two
unique exhibits. The focus in each is a book written by member Lois
Darroch. Four Went To The Civil War, a historical novel, tells
about four brothers from Ontario who fought in the U.S. Civil War.
One of them is the great-grandfather of Lois. That's why the
display contains rare correspondence the boys sent home, as well as
other original memorabilia of those years. The other case features
the book Robert Gourlay/Gadfly/Forerunner of the Rebellion in Upper
Canada 1837. Of special interest is the only known portrait of
Gourlay, and a Statistical Account of Upper Canada, 1820, also from
Lois' collection.
From Leon Warmski we have received a copy of a photograph of the
cast of The Dynasts, a play by Thomas Hardy performed in 1916 as a
war benefit at the Royal Alexandra Theatre by a cast consisting
almost entirely of Club members. In the photograph are Wyly Grier,
Fred Varley, and Howard Dunnington-Grubbe--all non-professional
actors.
In the photographs department, thanks go to Ron Vickers, Tom Hull and
Alan Carrie for their usual good work on the Spring Revue, and to Ken
Purvis for photos of the Literary Table's picnic. Also thanks to
Dick Mastin, Zora Buchanan, Leon Katz and Harry Ferguson. Jack Yocom
has again donated a thick envelope of material from the latest Spring
Revue.
Members visiting the Royal Canadian Yacht Club on August 23 might be
surprised to see what looks like our A&L scrapbook and stand. Ted
Brock convinced the RCYC Archives Committee to adopt our Club's idea.
It's in their Island Trophy Lounge.

ROBERT CHRISTIE
President 1972-1974

Extra! Extra! Arts and Letters President
Becomes Prime Minister of Canada!
Or was it the other way around? At any rate, it was Bob Christie's
impersonation of old Sir John A. at the Charlottetown celebrations
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1964 that

brought

Canada's

first

Prime Minister

into

the

conscious awareness of thousands of Canadians. For good or ill,
Christie's Sir John was vastly more substantial than the onedimensional character of the academic history books.
The son of a clergyman, Bob was born in Toronto and began his acting
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career (unpaid) at Hart House under Edgar Stone and with the John
Holden players at Bala. Determined to be a professional, Bob took
off for England with $35 cash and boundless optimism. He played in
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repertory, toured with the Old Vic company and worked for the BBC.
After five years' service in the army, he returned to Canada and
broke into CBC radio, starring as the returned serviceman in the
classic daytime sudser Soldier's Wife, and then, on a slightly
loftier plane, played a variety of roles on Andrew Allan's Stage
series. When the all-day-Saturday rehearsals broke for lunch, Bob
would often be invited to 14 Elm Street by Allan or Mavor Moore or
Tommy Tweed. It was Mavor who sponsored Bob's membership in the
Club.
One of the most significant Christie contributions to the Club was
the reviving of the legendary A&L Spring Revue, which had been in
the care of Napier Moore from time immemorial. Dashing across Yonge
Street from a teaching job at Ryerson, Bob was responsible for a
number of successful revues and helped to re-establish a tradition
which has flourished mightily ever since.
From playing the husband of a Soldier's Wife to Canadian Prime
Minister to Spring Revue Compere, Bob Christie has displayed the
remarkable versatility that is the hallmark of the theatrical 'pro'.
ALL ABOUT PEOPLE

. This summer has been a busy one for Ned Hanson who, as Music
Director of the Toronto Boy's Choir, has been holding auditions for
junior boys ages 6-8 and senior boys age 9-12.
. John McLean was the subject of an article in The Oakville Beaver in
June. It dealt with his life-long interest in painting and his belief
that creation should not be merely reproduction. He is represented by
Toronto's Art Dialogue Gallery and Skelton Galleries in Collingwood.
. Hugh MacMillan, Liaison Officer, Archives of Ontario, spoke at the
McMichael Canadian Art Collection on June 11. His topic, The
Manuscript Sleuth, is a subject he knows very well.
. It must be summer when writers
this case, Financial Post editor
column to questioning why fellow
it is time to close the gates of
who are not WASP.

begin writing about each other. In
Philip Mathias devoted a recent
Post columnist Peter Brimelow thinks
North American immigration to people

. Edward Moroney was organist for a Joy of Singing program at St.
Anne's Anglican Church this summer. He also played an organ solo:
Fantasia in E Flat by French organist Camille Saint-Saens.
. Three of our artist members, Mary Corelli, Joan Folinsbee and
Evlyn Payton, were represented in a Canadian Opera Women's Committee
art sale at O'Keefe Centre in June.

I

. According to Donald Jones, writing in The Toronto Star Saturday
Magazine, Lois Darroch, in her biography of Arthur Lismer, Bright
Land--A Warm Look At Arthur Lismer, provides a fascinating behindthe-scenes account of a mural he painted at Humberside Collegiate
Institute. The space allocated was 17 feet high and could
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accommodate five large panels.
The work was paid for by the student
body.
In the 1960's, in the midst of renovations, there was talk of
throwing the mural out with the rest of the refuse.
Fortunately,
U
saner heads prevailed and the mural moved to a high-ceiling
classroom.
However, now one small section is in the hands of a
private collector, a 10-foot square portion is safely preserved at
the McMichael Canadian Art Collection and other parts have been lost.
The future of the panels that survive is uncertain but Friends of
Humberside are seeking financial support to restore the mural and
move it to the school's new auditorium in time for its 1992
Centennial celebration.
. On August 15, CBC's Summerfest '89 featured the half hour
documentary, And There Were Seven, about A.J. Casson's life and work.
. Heath Lamberts is back in town.
In late July Ray Peringer saw him
crossing Yonge Street many, many times during the making of a film
for television. He was proudly wearing the Club tie.
. In the June issue of Chatelaine, George Tinter,
Symphony Nova Scotia is quoted as saying "Soprano
Song Spectrum, has a purity of sound that reminds
Schumann." And the Kitchener-Waterloo Record has
laudatory review of the same record.

conductor of
Jean Edwards, on
me of Elisabeth
published a

. Bill Swinton has received an invitation to be a guest at the
conference and centenary dinner of the Museum Association of Great
Britain being held at the end of September in the city of York.
Bill is a past-president of the association and for 20 years was
editor of its Journal. His main work, however, was with the British
Museum (Natural History) as a palaeontologist from 1924-61.
CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Zora Buchanan, Fergus Cronin, Bill Haehnel, Jeanie Hersenhoren, John
Irwin, Stanley King, David Skene-Melvin, John Morrow, Raymond Peringer,
Roly Pincoe, Violet Thresher, Ron Vickers, Wentworth Walker and John
Watson. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcome on
or before the next deadline of Friday, October 6.
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The months of August and September have been particularly busy for
your Officers and the Executive Committee. Among the busiest has
been Vice-President (House) Jack Carr, who has coped admirably with
two major staff changes.
On September 5, our Club Manager, Erika Hamann, submitted her resignation in order to move on to other positions in the hospitality
industry. She had served the Club for nine years, first as Head
Waitress and then Club Manager, and we wish her success in her new
endeavours.
As a replacement, we have hired Tom Domegan to be Club Steward. Tom
is a 1986 Food and Beverage Management graduate from George Brown
College. Please welcome him into the life of the Club.
Elsewhere in this issue you will find an obituary for our Chef David
Wolfe. He fought a courageous battle against cancer and died on
August 26. The Club held a very moving service for David at the
Humphrey Funeral Home attended by our staff and many members. He
was a remarkable person and will be missed.
To replace David, we have hired Ava Pinnock, a professional cook with
experience in a variety of food service positions. We are expecting
delightful things from her.
The remaining staff, Lucinda Pereria, Anne Shipanock, Wanda
Saczkowski and Molly Smith, have been very co-operative and understanding during these personnel changes. Molly is now handling all
reservations for Club events and will take your order by telephone
or you may do it in person at the office. It is open from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. five days a week.

0

The 1989 Debenture Issue was approved at a Special General Meeting of
members on September 27. Our target is $1,000,000 by the middle of
November. You should have received a full package of information
about the debentures by the time this Newsletter reached you and if
this has not happened, please call the office and one will be
re-mailed to you. We ask you to respond generously so that we may
get on with the job of renovating 14 Elm Street to meet city bylaws
and the needs of the Club.
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Our Membership Committee has begun having a regular monthly luncheon
in the Lamps Room for new members on the last Friday of every month.
Stan King, as Chairman of the Membership Committee, Zora Buchanan,
Chairman of the Activities Committee and myself as your President,
attend these luncheons.

rI
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Christmas is fast approaching and already the Activities Committee is
planning the traditional Boar's Head Dinner. Again it will be held
on two evenings - Thursday and Friday, December 14 and 15. We expect
both nights to sell out quickly when the ticket information is
published.

~3":

NEW MEMBERS

Christmas is also the time when we acknowledge the contribution made
to our Club by our staff. Please respond when the traditional notice
arrives from the Treasurer. Erika Hamann will share in the
distribution of the 1989 Christmas Gratuity Fund, so if you wish to
acknowledge her contribution to Club life this is your opportunity.

1

Finally, I would like to express my personal appreciation to all
members of your Executive Committee for their constant support and
encouragement. I always appreciate hearing from you the members.
We are off to a great year in 1989-90 and I look forward to sharing
it with you.
Ron Leonard, non-resident, lives in Hastings, Ontario and is
identified as an artist, magician and speaker. He studied art at
Northern Vocational School, exhibits at the Gallery on the Lake, at
Buckhorn, and the York Fine Art Gallery, Aurora. As a magician and
a speaker he has performed on television, at conventions, trade shows
and nightclubs. He was proposed by Bernice Starkman.

4i

Margaret Boehnert, member, is a librarian and a book reviewer for
professional journals. She would like to participate in Club stage
productions because of her interest in costumes and props. She was
proposed by Ann Rothery.
Graham Garrett, member, is a researcher/writer and the former owner
of book stores in Montreal and Quebec City. He is prepared to assist
the Club's Archivist and the Librarian. He was proposed by David
Mitchell.
Eugen Bannerman, is a professor of psychology and religious studies
at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute, the editor of an anthology of
verse and founder of Theatre-in-the-Home. He was proposed by the
late John Kenyon.
RESEARCH
HERE AT THE CLUB

Our Club Archivist recently discovered that this issue of The
Newsletter is the 300th edition of a continuing Club publication
and the news sparked a 'flurry' of delving into the records.
In 1908, the year the Club was founded, it published an undated
booklet under the title 'A Gathering of The Arts'. In January,
1910 there appeared the first issue of 'The Lamps' and it was issued

L
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'The Year Book of Canadian
intermittently until the Fall of 1939.
by J.M. Dent & Sons
published
and
Club
the
by
was
compiled
Art 1913'
in a hardcover book of 291 pages.

SLtd.

Between November 1933 and March 1934 there were five issues of a
In 1945 the Club published an
newsletter entitled 'The Bulletin'.
Bridle, under the title 'The
Augustus
by
written
history,
83-page
Story of the Club'.
Beginning in November 1942 the first issue of 'The Monthly Letter'
It is from that
(now named 'The Newsletter') was published.
as Vol.49, No.300
issue
this
determined
Peringer
Ray
that
beginning
in a similar
issues
succeeding
all
identify
to
intended
is
and it
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Although called 'The Monthly Letter' for 39 years, it never came out
monthly under any of its 18 editors. The first was Norman Sampson,
the Librarian whose formal duties included editing the publication.
S- He was followed in 1944 by Norman Ingram, Arthur Wilgress, Pat
Richards, J.E. Sampson, Jim Harris, Larry Gough, Howard Gerring,
John Watson, Bob Farquharson, Horace Corner, Arthur Wilgress (for a
second stint), Horace Corner (again), Arnot Craick, John Galille,
who was the Club's Assistant Secretary and Secretary for many years,
Doug Tushingham, Charles Carter, Jonathon Dickson, Wally Gillespie
and John Morrow, who stepped in to help out as editor while he was
Club President.

-
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At
The present editor took over for a second term in August, 1980.
that time he made a number of major changes: the name was changed
to 'The Newsletter', a regular bi-monthly publication schedule was
established, a new format was adopted to permit the use of
Sillustrations throughout the issues, and artwork for a new masthead
Swas prepared by Lou Hartley. Since then, content has been written
or edited to a standard style and the names of all members who
contribute are published in each issue.

'

In the course of delving into the history of the Club's publications,
Sa number of interesting items turned up. One was particularly sad:
the issue of April 1974 contained obituaries for A.Y. Jackson, Life
Members Frank Prendergast and Arthur Stevenson, Past President Robin
Strachan, Todd Russell and Milton Blackstone, a member of the Hart
SHouse String Quartet and the father of non-resident member Irwin A.
Blackstone, a Judge of the Provincial Court of Alberta. Other items
were of a happier nature and it is planned to recall them from time
-e---

......-

to time in

future issues of 'The

Newsletter'.

THE LITERARY TABLE

The Literary group had an interesting speaker on September 19--an
author who did not begin to write until middle-age, whose first book
wasn't published until 1982 but now has three books on the market
and is working on a fourth.

SMarianne

Fowler who laughs a lot--mostly at herself--married, raised
a family, went back to university to receive a Ph.D., taught at York
University for 12 years and now spends her time between a flat in

1
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London, England, and her residence near Shelbourne. It was nonresident member Jack Downing who brought her to the Literary Table.
Ms. Fowler's first book, 'The Embroidered Tent', deals with the lives
of pioneer Canadian women, one of whom was Susan Moody. She has also
written 'Beneath the Peacock', a biography of the wives of Viceroys
of India. Her current book is about 'Blenheim Palace', a three-acre
structure with a seven-acre court.
The book relates the presentation of the property by William III to
the Duke of Marlborough with the right to build a castle. Ms.
Fowler tells the subsequent history of Blenheim. Winston Churchill,
for example, was born there, proposed to Clemintine there and is
buried in nearby Bladen.
Ms. Fowler is now working on an historical novel based on the
Delaval family who have lived in the Seaton Valley in Northumberland
from Norman times.
. Literary Table member Kenneth Purvis introduced a new topic for
discussion on Tuesdays, at the request of Chairman Harry Girling,
when he spoke about movies he had seen during the recent 14th Annual
Toronto International Film Festival. Ken explained that he was not
recommending particular movies, only mentioning the ones that he
enjoyed. These were:
The Icicle Thief (It), Just Ask for Diamond (GB), Last Images of the
Shipwreck (Arg), Fountain (USSR), War Requiem (GB), Birchwood (Pol),
Strapless (GB), The End of Old Times (Czech), and Force Majeure (Fr).
At future Literary Table luncheons, members plan to mention books
they are currently reading as well as movies they have enjoyed. If
so, the titles will be listed in The Newsletter.
. Wingfield Farm, the Canadian creation of non-resident Dan Needles,
which first appeared in a weekly newspaper column and then as
successful stage plays, is now out in book form as 'Letters from
Wingfield Farm', a Key Porter book.
MUSIC

The first of the Club's Music at Luncheon concerts on September 28
was given by new member Margaret Collier, soprano, accompanied at
the piano by Ted Moroney. The program consisted of a single group,
all from various musical comedies or operettas, both old and new.
It was a delightful program, beautifully presented and greeted with
warm applause.
. The first of the Club's five Les Amis Concerts at Lunch took place
on October 2 and two works were performed: the Mozart flute quartet
in D major followed by a sonata for flute, viola and harp by Debussy.
The musicians were Leslie Newman, flute, Barry Shiffman, violin,
Leslie Robertson, viola, Janice Dann, harp, and Club member Dorothy
Lawson, cello. It was an outstanding concert in every way and
Member Michael Pepa deserves a vote of thanks for arranging these
free Les Amis Monday noon hour concerts. They preview the complete

4.

[

THEARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS

VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES S ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THEARUS & L TTERS CLUI

concerts which take place in our Great Hall the following Tuesday
evening--November 7, December 5, February 6 and February 27. These
are open to members and the general public at $60 per person for
all five concerts.

....
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S ------ -----OUR WORLD
OF ART

* In brief: member and songwriter David Warrach packed 15 songs into
North York, North York, a 40-minute lunchtime musical played at North
York's Madison Centre recently.
In addition to writing the songs,
David provided the piano accompaniment for the performers...Barbara
Collier's recent return to opera was as Traviata for the Saskatchewan

Opera.
Critics praised her "many-coloured voice that jumped through
acrobatic hoops"...Stanley King performed on the organ for a benefit
concert for the C.N.I.B. at St. Margaret Queen of Scotland R.C.
Church on September 17...The North York Philharmonic Choir, with
Edward Moroney as conductor, will present five concerts this season,
beginning November 6.
Ted also works with the Opera in Concert
Chorus and the Toronto Mendelssohn Youth Choir. He played the organ
in a performance of 'Missa Gaia' at St. Paul's Bloor Street during
the International Choral Festival in June and was on the staff of
'Opera East' at Acadia University in August.
It was broadcast over
CBC's 'Music Alive' on September 10...A National Historic Plaque in
honour of the late Dr. Healey Willan was unveiled at The Church of
St. Mary Magdalene "in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
the Queen Mother" during her visit to Toronto...Valerie Siren,
who
sang at the Club's recent Guest Night, will perform in a Debussy
program on the 'Music at the Y' series on January 21...A Music
__ Committee is now being formed to meet regularly for lunch at the
Club on the first

held on October 4.

Wednesday of each month.

The first

luncheon was

A large number of members and guests enjoyed the opening of Showcase
#1 on September 18.
This juried exhibition featured the paintings
and sculpture of 30 Club artists, a number of them represented by
more than one work.
Paintings ranged in style from realism through
impressionism to abstraction in oil, watercolour and acrylic.
Sculptures were just as versatile. The jurors were Pat Fairhead,
Barbara Howard and Audrey Garwood and under a new ruling, jurors
are
now permitted to show one work each.
Artists represented were: Geoffrey Armstrong, James Birnie, Zora
Buchanan, Jack Carr, Thomas Chatfield, Mary Corelli, John Downing,
Pat Fairhead, Phillipa Faulkner, Donald Fraser, Audrey Garwood,
Valerie Hassell, Charles Hilder, Barbara Howard, Robert Hume,
John
Joy, Mary Anne Ludlam, Margaret Ludwig, Brian McDowell, Evangeline
Munns, Jean Nasmith, Evlyn Payton, Gerry Quinney, John Secord,
William Sherman, Bernice Starkman, Arthur Steven, Jessica Steven,
Leslie Tibbles, Kay Weber.
. The Royal Canadian Academy held an exhibition and sale
of work at
Its gallery on Adelaide Street September 15-21 and several Club
members were represented: Ray Cattell, Audrey Garwood, Osvald Timmas,
Ruth Tulving, Kay Murray Weber and the late York Wilson.

_
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. The Friday Portrait Group will be assembling on October 20 at
10 a.m. for four hours of painting with a model. The charge: $10.
For further information call Audrey Garwood.

. Recent activities: Evlyn Payton had a watercolour in the Colour
&
Form Society exhibition in Toronto, an oil still life in the
•
Salmagundi's summer exhibition and a pastel portrait in the members'
- show at the National Arts Club, also in New York. She also had a
z miniature watercolour in Salmagundi's 'Thumbox' exhibition, and has
Sa pastel portrait, 'Gaffer', in.the current Pastel Society of Canada
Montreal exhibition. A pastel of flowers in Cape Breton will be
included in the book 'American Artist, an Illustrated Survey
of
Leading Contemporaries, Second edition 1989' to be published at the
end of the year...among artists painting 'down east' this summer
were Gordon Peters, Valerie Hassell, Jess and Art Steven, and Ruth
and Alan Collier who spent the summer in Newfoundland.

I

* Current and future exhibitions: Art Steven currently has an
exhibition of his maritime and St. Lawrence paintings at the
Kensington Gallery in Calgary...A.J. Casson is showing some of his
pencil drawings from the Twenties to the Seventies at the Roberts
Gallery until October 20...K.M. Graham is exhibiting 'The Arctic
Prints 1974-1988' at the Feheley Fine Arts on Avenue Road until
October 2 6 ...Evangeline Munns is represented in a current show at
the Wild Wings Gallery, Schomberg, until October 28...Margaret
" Ludwig will be exhibiting recent work at Gallery 306, 80 Spadina
- Avenue from November 1-11...and Zora Buchanan will have a solo
- exhibition of paintings in pastel at the Algee-Kerr
Gallery,
- Spadina Avenue, from November 16-30.
STAGE NEWS

. Jeanie Hersenhoren has been elected as President of the
Directors of The Smile Theatre Company, the organization Board of
which
presented 'Skylarks' recently. Among the Directors are Nona Ambrose,
Mary Jane Large and Elmer Phillips. On the Governors Advisory
Council are Robert Christie, Arthur Gelber, Donald McGibbon, Edwin
Mirvish, Tony Van Bridge and Herbert Whittaker. The Smile Theatre
is a non-profit charitable organization dedicated to taking live
theatre entertainment to audiences of seniors who are denied
attending regular theatre because of transportation difficulties.
. Also in the news were Ed Mirvish whose Royal Alexandra Theatre has
been recognized as a national historic site. It was built in 1906-7
and saved from destruction by Ed in 19 63...Mavor Moore was
in the
city during August reading material from some of his numerous works
at Harbourfront...Heath Lamberts has a role in the television
adaptation of three of Dick Francis' best-selling mysteries being
shot in Toronto and Vancouver during the summer...In the 1989
Festive Stratford visitors' guide, Herbert Whittaker reminisced
about Bob Christie's "second-year pedant, teetering, in The
Shrew",
"Tony Van Bridge's perfect Squire Hardcastle in She Stoops"
and "the
citizens responding to Louis Applebaum's trumpets", the fanfare he
composed and which is heard before each performance at
the Festival
Theatre.

I
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BIRDS OF
4 FEATHER

Have you ever wondered about the long-stemmed clay pipes displayed
on the basement wall?
The story goes back to a day in 1929 when Ivor Lewis, a top executive
of the T. Eaton Co., was seated at one of the tables in the Great
Hall and feeling very despondent about business conditions. Jack
McLaren came by and suggested that they go to his cottage on Lake
Simcoe for a weekend. Jack also invited Walter Bowles, Chuck
Matthews, Edgar Stone, Arthur Goss and Pat Mitchell.
They had a wonderful time playing poker, horseshoes, singing and
imbibing a drink they called 'The Angel's Kiss'. They forgot about
their woes and decided that the group would be kept together and be
known as 'Birds of a feather'. Membership increased over the years
and each member was given a long-stemmed clay pipe. They decided to
meet in the Spring and Fall in each of their homes and over time
about 60 individuals became involved.
The names on the pipes in the downstairs display case (given to the
Club by Jack McLaren at a luncheon on May 29, 1972 when John Irwin
was President) are: Taylor Statten, Charles Thompson, Pat Mitchell,
E.J. Pratt, Frank Pendergast, Fred Banting, Chuck Matthews, George
Young, Jack McLaren, Edgar Stone, Sammy Sampson, Percy Hollinshead,
Carl Pemberton, Jim Wardropper, Cecil King, Harold Dyment, Walter
Bowles, Arthur Beamer, Arthur Goss, Sam Waugh, Murray Brown, Alfred
Chapman, Napier Moore, George Patton and Ivor Lewis.

q LIMERICK

Hi Jinx in Hi Places

by Monty Larkin

Things are Not what they Seem that they Are
So they Thought they could Travel Afar
They'd Win all the Races
No Blush on their Faces
If they Hitched their Wagons to Starr
MINDS ON
THE MOVE

The celebrated architect Moshe Safdie, creator of Habitat '67, and
the National Gallery of Canada as well as dozens of other projects
in Canada, the U.S.A., Mexico and Israel, was the speaker at the
first
of the new season's Minds on the Move.
His subject was Toronto's new Ballet Opera House to be built at Bay,
Wellesley and Breadalbane streets. It will be a spectacular showcase
for talented singers, dancers and musicians and one of the finest
Houses built in this century. It is expected to cost $230 million
and be completed in the next decade.

I

In a conversational manner, and with the use of slides, Mr. Safdie
took members on a tour of the proposed structure, emphasizing that
it wasn't just a Toronto cultural centre but one that will benefit
Canadians from coast to coast.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

. Members and their guests were treated royally on yet another theatre
trip to the Shaw Festival on Saturday, September 23. Jeanie Hersen- d
horen was the organizer and the production was 'Trelawny of the Wells'
by Arthur Pinero. Sis Weld again opened her home to the group for a
cocktail party with Jack Yocom at the piano and Barbara Franklin
leading the singing.

I

. A little music and a little magic was the theme of Guest Night on
October 5. Our new chef, Ava, produced a Thanksgiving dinner, opera
singer Valene Siren sang songs in German, French and English, and the
incredible Sid Johnson rounded out the first guest evening of the
season.
ARCHIVES NOTES

During the summer, a clock was installed over the downstairs bulletin
board, but no ordinary clock. This one is mounted in a propeller
from a Curtis JN4 Jenny flown during World War I. It was given to
the Club in 1918 by members of the Royal Air Force, "in gratitude",
according to the Executive Committee minutes of 1919. We presume the
Club opened its doors to members of the RAF then stationed in Toronto.
The plate behind the clock was designed and etched by Charter Member
W.W. Alexander in July of 1919. (He also designed the A&L brass plate
on our front door.) In the hub of the propeller there appears the
name W.A. Rae. We do not know what he had to do with the clock; he
was, however, also a Charter Member and the architect who designed
the famous St. Anne's Church on Gladstone Avenue.

I

After languishing for many years in our storage rooms, the propeller
was cleaned, the plate refinished and a new clock installed earlier
this year by non-resident Member John Clark. John donated much of
his time and material in this unique undertaking, and we thank him.

J~Qm(j~rP~

Etched on the plate is the motto of the RAF, and later adopted by
the RCAF: Per Ardua Ad Astra. Also inscribed is the reminder:
'Time flies and we with time' and 'But not in the ways of friendship'.
(A mention in the Newsletter to any member who supplies Archives with
the source of either of these quotations.)
While on the topic of World War I, we thank David Skene-Melvin for
the gift of a poster of the famous Vimy Ridge Memorial. The memorial
was designed and executed by member Walter Allward, and unveiled by
King Edward VIII in 1936. We have framed the poster and a photograph
of Allward, and hope to display it in the near future. Also recently
framed was a photograph of Past President Ivor Lewis during his
sculpting of the Timothy Eaton statue now displayed in the north end
of the Eaton Centre. The photograph was donated by John Watson, a
nephew of Lewis. The final item to be framed this summer is a trio
of photocopies of drawings of Grey Owl by Arthur Lismer, Charles
Comfort and Floyd Chalmers. The drawings were made during Grey Owl's
visit to the Club in 1936. The originals are in a book of the
visitor's writings in the Club library.
Archives thanks the following for photographs for the scrapbook:
Harry Girling, Ann Henderson, Ron Vickers, Violet Thresher and
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Hugh Walker. For items related to Club members, we thank John
Morrow, Wentworth Walker, Vi Thresher and Molly Smith. And a belated
thanks to Rick Simpson for generous donations of videotapes of Club
events over the past several years.
JOHN KENYON

John Kenyon died tragically in a street accident on August 17, only
a week before his 58th birthday. He was reported as Metro Toronto's
67th traffic fatality of the year.
John was born in Manchester, England, in 1931, and attended school in
that city. He received his M.A. summa cum laude in psychology from
Edinburgh University, and his Ph.D. in physiological and comparative
psychology from McGill University in 1962. He was awarded a postdoctoral fellowship at Washington University by the National Science
Foundation.
After a stint as a clinical and research psychologist, he embarked on
a teaching career, teaching a wide spectrum of courses in both
English and French at such places as the University of Wisconsin,
Colby College, Glendon College, York University, and for the last
year at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute.
The list of professional associations to which John belonged included
the Canadian Psychological Association and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.
He was also consulting editor and manuscript reviewer for the
Canadian Psychologist and Psychological Reports. He published a
total of 29 papers and was awarded 10 research grants and awards.

)

John is survived by his former wife, Margaret, and five children:
Fiona Cleary, Francis and John Kenyon of Halifax, and Mary Maleki
and Eila Kenyon of Toronto.
DAVID WOLFE

(Excerpts from a tribute made by Past President Jim Parr at a
memorial service on Tuesday August 29.)
Few of us--if any at all--knew David Wolfe very well. He was a
private person; a retiring person. Of course, there were greetings
in the front hall of the Club, brief conversations around the door
of the kitchen; enough to givei an impression of his courtesy, his
thoughtful insights; sometimes, a flavour of his perceptive wit.
But we didn't know him very well.
It was his illness and hospitalization that brought us closer--an
observation that I make with sadness and regret.

Shome.

On my last visit to see him, David was in street clothes; he seemed
to be at ease in the hospital, and he welcomed me as he might have
welcomed me to his own dwelling. Riverdale had quickly become his
We sat on the balcony which overlooks the Don Jail, and, while

9.
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patients wheeled around us in their chairs, and the sun was reflected
from the barred windows of the prison, we considered the circumstances
of different sorts of confinement.
Talk turned to the Club.
He said that he wasn't altogether satisfied
with what he had done there.
But I assured him that Members shared
my own admiration of his work as chef. I was able to tell him, too,
that we were not only glad to have taken on such a highly competent
chef, we had become grateful that we had the person of David Wolfe
with us. Perhaps we should have been more demonstrative about that.
Without giving ground on his assertion that he'd wanted to do better
things, David told me that our appreciation had, in fact, been amply
demonstrated: he was obviously moved by the concern shown by the
C/lub, and by the stream of Members who came to visit.
W/
e chatted about education--his experience was a wide one.
It's not
every Club chef whose credentials include not only graduation from
l'ecole des metiers de l'alimentation in Paris, but degrees in
literature and in philosophy.
We shook hands;
whether I might
disarming smile,
question, David

and because the hospital was his home, I asked
visit him again on Tuesday--today.
With that
showing me that he knew exactly why I'd put the
said he thought that would be nice.

Well, David, here I am!

With many of your friends!

And you are not!

But you are in our minds and our hearts.
We share regrets that we
know you better, but there's a warm gratitude that we knew you

-didn't

at all. We respect your qualifications; but we salute your qualities.
And for me and for others that wish we had known you better, there
will be a lasting recollection of your curiosity and idealism; of
- your ability to turn adversity into fulfilment; and of your endearing
-

gentleness and quiet

courage.

Other participants in

the memorial service were:

Hart, Rod Carruthers, Jean Edwards,
S
. ... _ _--

Jack Carr,

Peter

Michael Spence and David Priddle.

The St. George's Society also paid a tribute to David at a meeting
of the Society's Management Committee.
President A.R.N. Woadden said
that Mr. Wolfe was a friend during his tenure at The Arts & Letters
-

Club "because of the close relationship of the Society and the Club".

A donation to the Canadian Cancer Society was made in his memory.
ALL ABOUT PEOPLE

Austin Clarke was a panelist on one of the literary sessions of the
54th World Congress of International P.E.N. (poets, playwrights,
editors, essayists and novelists) in Toronto last month.
The late M.O. Hammond, a charter member of the Club, is the man being
recognized in the Art Gallery of Ontario's current 'Pictorial
Expressions in Portraits'.
It indicates graphically how one photographer viewed his craft in photographing such fellow Club members
as Robert Gagen, George Reid, W.W. Alexander and Ernest Morgan.
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Writing in his entertainment column in The Toronto Star, Sid Adilman
suggested that Gerald Pratley, the man behind the formation of the
Ontario Film Institute, should be honoured for his work. Gerald
officially retired last year but his tenure was temporarily extended.
Our apology to Life Member Ralph Dilworth who was incorrectly
identified as 'Frank' in the last Newsletter.
He thanks members for
their kind thoughts and says he misses the Club.
The current issue of Toronto Life features the story of Nelvana,
Canada's most successful animation studio. One of the principals
of the company is Clive Smith, a new member.

-__
_

The Toronto-based law firm of Fraser & Beatty is celebrating 150
years of legal practice this year and part of the activities is a
book 'Fraser & Beatty - the first 150 years'.
The author is Stan
Edwards, a member of the firm for 40 years. He relates many events,
including the destruction of William Lyon
Mackenzie's printing plant.

Fraser & Beatty never had more than three lawyers at one time until

_

1928.

-L

Now it has 175 lawyers and 550 employees.

Arnold Edinborough is stepping down as President and CEO of the
Council for Business and the Arts in Canada which he founded in 1974.
Floyd and Jean Chalmers, long-time supporters of Canadian arts, have
donated $10-million to 16 arts and cultural organizations.
The $10million gift, believed to be the largest lump-sum donation to the
arts in Canadian history, is in the form of Maclean Hunter common
stock. Floyd Chalmers has been a writer and editor of the Financial
Post, as well as president, chairman and, since 1970, honorary
chairman of Maclean Hunter Ltd.

V

THE DRAWINGS
IN THIS ISSUE

The gifts range in size from $50,000 to the Tarragon Theatre, to $2million each to the AGO and the Ontario Arts Council.
Other recipients
are Ballet Opera House ($1-million), Canadian Crafts Council ($500,000)
Canadian Music Centre ($250,000), Canadian Stage Co. ($150,000),
Encyclopedia of Music in Canada ($262,000), Ontario Crafts Council
($200,000), Opera Canada ($100,000), Stratford Festival Foundation
($250,000), Stratford Public Library ($100,000), University of
Toronto music department ($1-million), U of T engineering ($500,000),
University of Waterloo ($1-million), Women's Committee of the Canadian
Opera Company ($100,000) and Young People's Theatre ($275,000).
The Chalmers have donated generously of their time and their money to
the arts in Canada since the mid-1930s, when Jean Chalmers began
Sraising funds to assist the summer Promenade Concerts in Varsity
Arena and Floyd began a 20-year term on the board
of the Toronto
Conservatory of Music, which later became the Royal
Conservatory.
The excellent line drawings in this issue are the work of Bert Small,
a frequent contributor.
All of them depict Newfoundland and Labrador.
They were specially drawn for The Newsletter and we thank Bert
for
his kindness.

________________.___

_ c·
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The three pen-and-ink portraits of Grey Owl were made on March 3,
1936 by Arthur Lismer, Charles Comfort and Floyd Chalmers when the
famous Englishman/Indian made a visit to the Club.
CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

I

John Bannerman, Zora Buchanan, Jack Carr, Alan Carrie, Jean Edwards,
Audrey Garwood, Bill Haehnel, Jeanie Hersenhoren, John Irwin, John
Morrow, Jim Parr, Raymond Peringer, Elmer Phillips, Roly Pincoe and
Michael Spence.
Editor:
Howard Gerring. Your contributions are

welcomed on or before the next deadline of Friday, December 1.
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FROM THE
PRESIDENT'S
NOTEBOOK

The 'Light the Lamps' Debenture Campaign has achieved 40 per cent of
its objective. As of November 24, 80 Club members have invested
$394,500. This is an encouraging start to a very important milestone
in the history of our Club. Your Executive has authorized the
architect to proceed with drawings to obtain the necessary permits
and to go to tender early in 1990.
There are a lot of members from whom we have not yet heard and as a
result Executive members are telephoning those who have not yet subscribed to make sure they have received the September 27th
information package. One item which we neglected to enclose was the
need to have each investor's Social Insurance Number on file. It
would greatly assist in the administration of the Debenture Issue if
each investor would include this information on the application form.
I would like to pass along a word of appreciation to Ralph Tibbles
for contributing the design of the Debenture Certificate and the
Certificate of Appreciation. Both reflect the spirit of the Club in
a truly professional manner. Ralph also created the 'Candelabra
Thermometer' in the front lobby. It will be updated periodically to
let you know where we stand as we move to the ultimate goal of
$1,000,000.
At the present time, the Building Restoration Committee is contemplating a three-month shutdown of the building during June, July and
August of 1990. This would give the contractor a free hand to
accomplish the bulk of the building changes at the least cost. We
are also exploring the possibility of transferring Club activities,
especially daily luncheons, to another location in central Toronto.
There will be more information on this later.
I would like to express my personal appreciation to those members
who have responded so promptly to the Debenture Campaign. This has
given us the confidence to plan the renovations for the next year,
thereby meeting the requirements of the City of Toronto for fire and
life safety, and putting the Club on the road to full utilization of
our historic and valuable premises.
And lastly, I want to wish all our members and our dedicated staff
the compliments of the season. May 1990 continue to bring us peace,
prosperity and contentment.
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Brian Wheeler, member, is interested in collecting old Canadian
documents, manuscripts, deeds and diaries, and in contemporary
Canadian art. He belongs to the Toronto Area Archivists Group
and
is also a Course Tutor for the Insurance Institute of Canada. He
was proposed by Leon Warmski.
Robert H. Rushowy, member, is interested in writing, drama and
public speaking, is on the editorial board of Columbia University's
Abstracts and a writer of guest editorials for several publications.
In business he is a member of the federal Immigration and Refugee
Board. He was proposed by Austin Clarke.
Stevan M. Pepa, junior member, is a student in the 2nd year of the
Faculty of Music, Violin Performance, at the University of Toronto.
He wishes to complete his degree, study at the conservitorie du'
Paris and then take a PPE degree at Oxford. He was proposed by
his
father, Michael Pepa, and seconded by Eugene Kash.
Sol Mandlsohn, member, is the well-known owner of Bay Bloor Radio.
He is also an actor and the author of three recent books of poetry.
He was proposed by John Bradshaw.
Helen M. Downie, member. Now retired, she was the head of the
Royal
Ontario Museum's Department of Programmes and Public Relations
for
25 years. She designs and executes small tapestry loom weavings
and
is a life member of both the AGO and ROM. She was proposed
by Lela
Wilson.

"THE HAPPIEST
OF WAKES"

As Archie Arbuckle said later, "It was the happiest of wakes".
And
no-one who attended the November 17 dinner to remember the
life and
career of Sid Johnson would disagree. Members had gathered
expecting a sad remembrance. But it wasn't sad because everything
related to Sid Johnson was always happy.
The conversations before and during dinner were filled with
funny
stories about Sid and his antics as an art director, about the
magic
and the chatter of the acts he performed at the Club and about his
gentleness and kindness.
Alan Collier, chairman of the evening, introduced John Irwin who
paid tribute to Sid on behalf of Past Presidents. He was
followed
by Jack Prior, a fellow magician, expressing personal
recollections
and who then introduced two members of the Hat and Rabbit Club,
Ron
Leonard and Dan Laffey, who performed in the spirit
of Sid while
Jack Yocom played music associated with Sid's Club
appearances.
-c-
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The evening concluded with Alan projecting slides of Sid in
Spring
Revues and on other occasions while Roly Pincoe played tapes
of
Sid's wonderful dialogue. The climax came when Alan
filled the
screen with a beautiful coloured portrait photograph
he had taken
of Sid. It brought everyone to their feet along with
spontaneous
and extended applause--the kind Sid always received
when on stage.
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On the walls of the Great Hall, for that one evening only, was an
exhibition of paintings by Sid that are owned by members of his
family and which confirmed that his ability as an artist was as fine
as his magic routines.

ANOTHER HAPPY
TRIBUTE

The members' dinner on November 22 was an opportunity to celebrate
the achievements of two members--Ed Mirvish and his wife Anne.
It was, in a way, sparked by Ed's recent investiture by the Queen as
a Commander of the Order of the British Empire, as well as his
becoming "an overnight success in just 75 years".

Bf

J-

In

his

introduction

of Ed,

Monty Larkin explained

that

"his

achieve-

ments are fascinating because he makes them look so easy, natural
and simple. He magnifies for most of us our own less ambitious
Si ' ^goals and leaves no doubt of the power of the human spirit".
And when he spoke in reply, Ed played down any idea of superior
ability or exceptional decision-making skills. "What do I know?
I'm a Toronto storekeeper with an eye for a bargain, but I figured,
if I'd made the Royal Alex work, maybe I could do something with the
Old Vic. Any way, Anne had seen it and said it was a lovely theatre
and we ought to have it, so I bought it."
Anne, after an introduction by Zora Buchanan, told of managing the
family's first store: "I would sell a dress, close up the store
and hurry over to Spadina Avenue to purchase two more and then come
back and open up again."
She also revealed that she came from a music-loving family, sang on
radio and with the Canadian Opera Company, acted on TV and, as we
all know, has become a well-respected sculptor whose work was
displayed on our stage throughout the evening and is to be found in
collections the world over.
And 'before the curtain came down', Jack Yocom and Wilf White played
a medley of songs from two decades of hits at the Royal Alex--from
Me and My Gal to Les Miserables.
It was a pleasant evening that pointed up the obvious:
Anne are modest, friendly people.

that Ed and

Those involved in making the evening a success included President
Spence, Kathleen and Peter Hermant, Roly Pincoe, Monty Larkin, Zora
Buchanan, Jean Edwards and John and Tyrrell Morrow.
MINDS ON THE MOVE

Club Member Harry J. Boyle was the Minds On The Move luncheon
speaker on October 26. This well-known broadcaster and writer has
been the recipient of the Leacock Medal for Humour on two occasions
and has been the 'Mayor of Mariposa' for the past 25 years. The
Arts & Letters Club was chosen as the site this year for the Mayor's
annual report.

__
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Harry had his audience rolling in the aisles with Leacockian humour
as he described the mythical town of Mariposa. Fortunately,
Stephen Leacock, Mark Twain and Robert Benchley were able to tune in
via satellite from the celestial heavens.
It is reported that they
enjoyed it too. Certainly Harry's talk ranks with those presented
by Peter Ustinov and Sir Ralph Richardson when they appeared at the
Club during the past few years.
. Members and guests were given an intimate glimpse of Kay
Kritzwiser's early childhood and her early career when she spoke at
the Minds on the Move luncheon on November 16.
She faced an
enthusiastic full house.
Kay fondly reminisced on some of her mother's favourite expressions
that have remained with her throughout her life. One such turn of
phrase was "Get on with it" which helped Kay as Art Critic of The
Globe and Mail.
Listening to Kay speaking with warm good humour and true grace, it
was easy to see why she has become the journaliste extraordinaire we
admire today.
THE LITERARY TABLE

The Literary Table has had a busy and interesting fall.
On October 17, several members gave accounts of interesting
experiences that they had. Jack Downing, for example, told a story
about a trip he made to the Eaton Centre to pick up an item. He
thought there would be no harm if his dog accompanied him, but first
it seized a lady's mink stole in the elevator; then it was distracted
by some rabbits in a display and went after them. An attendant
stopped Jack and the dog on their way out of the Centre, but Jack
told him he was afraid of rabies--one of the rabbits may have bitten
his dog!

H
-He
-__

On October 24, the speaker was Ian Howard.
Professor of Psychology
at York University. He spoke on the Perception of Perspective in
Art, a factor that was not recognized in art until 1402 when
Filippo Brunelleschi worked out the mathematical laws of perspective.
Professor Howard showed us a cube to illustrate how lines converge
to the vanishing point. Only parallel planes have the same vanishing
Spoint, so there can be multiple vanishing points in a single picture.
also dealt with paintings in which a second subject is hidden, and
paintings that can only be deciphered by the use of a curved mirror.
The scheduled speaker for October 31 could not appear because of an
unfortunate injury, and so Harry Girling read from the works of
Dylan Thomas.
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On November 7, Clara Thomas, Professor at York University, spoke in
the Great Hall about Canadian literature.
She is a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Canada and recently won the important Northern
Telecom International Studies Award--the first woman to do so. The
winner was Northrup Frye.
She has been teaching for 42
years and mentioned that she owes her interest in Canadian literature
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to Professor James Spenceley at the University of Western Ontario

where she received her degree.

She has written several books.

On November 14, member Hugh P. Walker, the man who had the responsibility of overseeing the planning and building of the O'Keefe Centre
and who was its managing director until 1976, told us the story of
this magnificent building.

SHe came to Canada in 1955 as executive assistant to E.P. Taylor who,
the O'Keefe brewing company had agreed to contribute $11
million to build a centre for the performing arts. Hugh expressed
great admiration for E.P. Taylor and recalled numerous instances
that happened during the construction of the Centre. One concerned
the huge mural that the late York Wilson painted on the walls of the
rotunda depicting the Seven Lively Arts.
On November 21, Lois Darroch spoke about Robert Fleming Gourlay, the
first man who diligently tried to bring democracy and an appreciation
of the worth of each individual to Upper Canada in the early 1800's.
Gourlay is the subject of a book written by Lois. Born in Scotland,
Gourlay came to Canada in 1817. At that time, if you questioned the
policies of the Government of Upper Canada you were seditious and
could be banned. Gourlay was bold enough to express the opinion that
man was entitled to liberty, and was put on trial for his life. He
was banned from Canada in 1819.
On November 28, recent member Madeline Freeman spoke about Margaret
Atwood, one of the best known Canadian writers in her own country
and abroad and the author of seven novels, two children's books,
eleven books of poetry, two short stories as well as literary
criticism and essays. She is married to Graeme Gibson and lives on
a farm near Alliston.

MUSIC

Music at Lunch on November 6 featured the second of five Les Amis
concerts. Incredibly, each time they appear they seem better than
before and, considering how often they have played at the Club,
that
makes them very, very good.
The central work was the premiere of Michael Pepa's third quartet
for violin, cello, guitar and piano based on a fifteenth-century
Serbian chant. It was preceded by two movements from a Beethoven
trio, and a concert piece by Mendelssohn for two clarinets and
piano. A second such work formed the finale of the concert and it
was well worth waiting for. Its final movement was a brilliant
virtuoso piece performed flawlessly by our young artists to bring
the concert to a rousing finish and hearty applause from the
audience.
The artists who performed were: Kevin Fitz-Gerald, piano, William
Beauvais, guitar, Barry Shiffman and Geoff Nuttall, violins, Marina
Hoover, cello and Julian Milkis and Fred Osachoff, clarinets.
* Member Douglas Campbell will be appearing at Roy Thomson Hall for
The Canadian Brass annual Christmas Concerts on Friday, December 15
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and Sunday, December 17 along with the Orpheus Choir of Toronto.
Douglas recently participated at Theatre Passe Muraille for an
Amnesty International benefit.
. Gerard Kantarjian will be appearing in a Mooredale Matinee Concert
on Sunday, January 21 at Holy Trinity Church (behind the Eaton
Centre).
Gerard's daughter, Roxanna, a co-founder of the Mooredale
Youth Orchestra, will be conducting it for its April 1 and June 10
concerts. On that latter date, Ned Hanson's Toronto Boys' Choir &
the Hanson Singers will be featured on the program.
. Non-resident Murray Adaskin had the pleasure on November 27, 28
and 29 of hearing performances of his music and interviews by Gary
Marcuse presented on the CBC radio program 'Mostly Music'.
. The name of our late Past President Ettore Mazzoleni (1945-47),
was recalled in a recent issue of Opera Canada (founded and edited
by member Ruby Mercer).
Ettore was Principal of the Royal
Conservatory of Music from 1940 until his death in June, 1968.
The
late Herman Geiger-Torel, artistic director of the Opera Festival
Association and later its general director, was also mentioned.
. Stanley King, who will be directing our own Carols at Lunch on
December 19 when the Boys' Choir of St. John's Norway Church will
be on hand, will present an organ concert at Bridlewood Presbyterian
Church on January 20.

OUR WORLD
OF ART

If you haven't read an article The Financial Post carried about a
Tom Thomson painting, or heard a CBC Journal program about it, here
is a brief summary:

z

In the fall of 1986, on a hint from a friend at the Club, member
David Mitchell contacted member Aubrey Gray and learned that two
elderly American cousins had a Tom Thomson painting for sale.
David visited Vermont, brought the painting back to Toronto and
eventually bought it in partnership with Tom Beckett, owner of the
Beckett Gallery in Hamilton, for $80,000. The work is a doublesided panel 8! inches by 10! inches with a vertical sketch on one
side and a horizontal one on the other.
The panel was dirty so David had it cleaned by a restorer and then
Sshown to businessman Kenneth Thomson, who owns about 40 of Thomson's
work. It was later shown to gallery owner Blair Laing who cast
doubt on its authenticity, and to Joan Murray, of the Robert
McLaughlin Gallery, who condemned it as a clumsy forgery.

"
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Alf Casson suggested that The Centre for Forensic Sciences for the
l Ontario Ministry of the Solicitor-General examine two stamps on
either side of the panel. The Centre could not detect any
difference from those of authentic estate stamps used by Thomson's
S....·iL
•,
trustee after his death in 1917. On the basis of that study,
Casson declared one side as by Thomson and that Thomson had been
using an experimental style on the other.
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Eventually, David decided to auction the painting and sent it and
two A.Y. Jackson works, one signed and the other unsigned, to
Joyner's Fine Art Inc., one of the city's leading auction houses.
Geoff Joyner showed the painting to Blair Laing and subsequently
asked David to remove it from the auction. The two Jackson works
were accepted.
A number of other individuals are convinced the panel is genuine,
including art critic Paul Duval, Robert McMichael, Charles Hill,
the Curator of Canadian Art, National Gallery of Canada, and David
Silcox, Ontario's Deputy Minister of Culture & Communications. Two
gallery owners, Walter Klinkhoff in Montreal, and David Locke in
Winnipeg, also believe it to be authentic.
Right now, The Canadian Conservation Institute in Ottawa has made
an analysis of the paint used on the panel and has borrowed a number
of Thomson paintings from the National Gallery in order to analyse

__=_

--
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the paint on them. It has also borrowed from the Gallery the original
metal Thomson estate stamp to compare tooling marks on it with
SlllllUtooling

4

marks on the stamp impressions on Mitchell's panel.

The Newsletter will keep members informed of future developments in

this ongoing saga.

. Drawings,
photographs and prints provided an insight into the
J. visual virtuosity of 16 Club members in Showcase #2 that opened on
October 10. Photographs were creative - not snapshots; drawings
were skilfully handled in inks and dry media such as pastel; prints
were original creations in monoprint or serigraph, not mechanical
reproductions that are proffered in many an 'art shoppe'.

The artists, some with two works in the juried show, were: Alan
Carrie, Alan Collier, Douglas Edwards, Donald Fraser, Loi Hathaway,
Barbara Howard, Ann James, Margaret Ludwig, Evangeline Munns,
Evlyn Payton, George Saunders, William Sherman, Ronald Slocombe,
John Snell, Ralph Tibbles and Kay Murray-Weber.
. Club artist Ann Meredith Barry entertained members with a slide
presentation and talk at the dinner on October 18. She showed
slides of the places that she paints - and slides of the paintings
she has painted in those places. Her love of the Canadian landscape
is obvious. She delights in the Newfoundland landscape of ponds and
mountains and the romance and mystery of the surrounding sea--the
whales, the icebergs and the rocks. For six months a year, Ann makes
her home in Newfoundland, in a former schoolhouse. She has renovated
it so that she now has a very large bright studio overlooking the
bay. Kay Graham, a fellow artist and Club member who has sketched
and painted the Newfoundland landscape with Ann over the summer,
introduced Ann and Art Committee Chairman Pat Fairhead thanked Ann
for her presentation.
. The Club has benefitted from the arrival of many lady members.
An example of the new vitality was a four-artist exhibition that
opened on October 30 for three weeks. Barbara Howard presented
exquisite, almost miniature wood engravings in black and red

7.
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complemented by colourful mats. Jo Manning created in her paintings
the impression of great detail with large washes of colour that
vibrated handsomely. Kay Murray-Weber combined unique serigraphs
with collages. Some stitched and enhanced by airbrushing.
Audrey Garwood created almost abstract still-life paintings in oil
on panels. Large watercolours, like a gardener's Hollywood,
invited the viewers to saunter in and admire.
. In anticipation of the Festive Season, the walls of the Great Hall
and of the Lounge have been brightened with the work of 35 artists
in the miniature and small paintings exhibition that opened on
November 20. The following artists are to be congratulated:
Zora Buchanan, Jane Champagne, Michael Crawford, Douglas Edwards,
Lesley Fairfield, Pat Fairhead, Phillipa Faulkner, Audrey Garwood,
Loi Hathaway, Barbara Howard, John Joy, Peter Large, Marry Anne
Ludlum, Margaret Ludwig, Jo Manning, Ted McCormack, Brian McDowell,
Jean Nasmith, Evlyn Payton, George Saunders, William Sherman,
Ronald Slocombe, Bert Small, Andrew Sookratt, Arthur Steven,
Jessica Steven, Murray Stewart, Rudolf Stussi, Violet Thresher,
Leslie Tibbles, Jean Townsend, Ron Vickers, Kay Murray-Weber, Wanda
Wesolowski and Ursula Zandmer.
. The next time you are in the Great Hall and happen to look high
up at our 'ship mural', give a thought to George Agnew Reid, a
Charter Club member who painted it. George was the founder of the
Ontario College of Art, a former president of the Royal Canadian
Academy and was identified then as the dean of Canadian painters.
He was interested in historical subjects and painting murals was
one of the passions of his life. Early in this century he painted
the scenes of Canada's history on the walls of Toronto's new city
hall (now the old city hall). The city fathers wouldn't pay to
have murals painted so Reid did them for nothing. Another example
of his murals can be seen in Jarvis Collegiate where in 1928 he
completed a number of works to commemorate the almost 100 former
students who were killed in the first World War. Reid died in 1947
at the age of 87.
Five or six years ago, our ship mural was removed for cleaning and
restoring of the varnish at a time when Bill Townley was Chairman
of the House Committee. The exacting work was done by Alan Wingate
and Murray Stewart.
. Current exhibitions: Murray Stewart's watercolours and oils of
Ontario and the Maritimes are showing at the Lourie Gallery until
December 11 ... Michael Crawford has an exhibition of drawings,
oils, watercolours and prints at Gallery 306 at 80 Spadina Avenue
until December 23 ... Loi Hathaway's 'Bouquet of the Seasons'
watercolours are also being exhibited at 80 Spadina Avenue in the
Art Dialogue Gallery until December 23 ... and John Joy will have
an exhibition of 'Georgian Shores' work at the Scrimshaw Gallery,
12 Lakeshore Road W., Oakville from January 26 until February 7.
Recent exhibitions: Ron Leonard recently exhibited new works in
oil at the Whitman Gallery ... Guttorn Otto was represented in a
group show at the Don Mills Centre and also in a solo exhibition
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in Ballantrea...Margaret Ludwig showed recent works at Gallery 306
- •...Evert Hilkers' work in Canada, Mexico and Europe was on display
- at the North York Central Library in November...A sale of work by
• various Ontario members of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts
Sincluded Audrey Garwood, Barbara Howard, Kay Murray-Weber, Osvald
Timmas and Ruth Tulving...Zora Buchanan's work in pastel was shown
i at the Algee-Kerr Gallery...New member Lela Irving's 'annual home
show', this one called 'Works on Paper', was held in early December
and her Newfoundland oils and acrylics were displayed at the

Boedecker Gallery...and Zora Buchanan, Loi Hathaway and Karen Kulyk
7 donated paintings for a charity auction at the Elmwood Club for the
Assaulted Women's Helpline.
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LIBRARY REPORT

Tid-bits: Evlyn Paton received an award from the Pastel Society of
Canada for her portrait 'Gaffer' in the Society's November
exhibition. She was also included in the International Miniature
show sponsored by the Del Bello Gallery in Toronto...All the costs
of producing the Club 1990 calendar have been recovered and a substantial profit is expected...Fifty-one people attended the weekend
sketching at Buckhorn in October...Art and business can mix, says
Loi Hathaway whose attractive floral paintings grace several of the
cheques of National Trust...Lauren Harris' 'Snow II (1915)' from
the National Gallery appears on the 44-cent U.S. rate stamp...
Charles Comfort's painting 'The Hitler Line' was reproduced in full
colour on the front page of The Toronto Star's Saturday Magazine of
October 21...A world record price tag for a 1923 Alf Casson landscape, 'Spring Sunshine', was recorded at the Empire Auctions in
Montreal last month: $159,500. It sold originally for $125!...The
Bremner Fine Art Gallery in Markham is selling a limited 250
collection of thirty 'masterworks' by Casson. Six folios of five,
housed in a handmade cherrywood case are priced at $18,000;
individual folios of five at $3,000 while some single titles are
priced at $600 to $900. The 20 x 24 inch formats are initialled in
the lower right margin...Tom Bjarnason continues to produce the
beautiful poster announcing Club activities...If any artists are in
need of a model, our waitress, Wanda Saczkowski, may be available.
Recently, when the model for the Friday life class was unavailable,
Wanda posed before and after lunch--in costume!

The Club's first literary competition has come to a close; twentythree members submitted 37 pieces, from which the editorial jury
selected 11 items from Philip Creighton, Fergus Cronin, Lois Darroch,
John Grayson, Lyman Henderson, Jim Parr, Paul Russell, Betty Trott
and Ursula Zandmer. They will be included in the first literary
annual, which is scheduled for publication next Spring. The chairman of the editorial jury thanks everyone who submitted short
stories, essays, and poems, and hopes that they and other members
will submit writings for consideration for the second annual, the
deadline for which is Friday May 25 1990. Rules of competition are
available on the table by the bar entrance, on the lounge shelf and
at the bulletin board.
Member John Joy has kindly offered for the use by Club members
IN THE CLUB ONLY the four volumes of Great drawings of all time,
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which cover European and Oriental schools from the 13th through the
19th centuries.
These will be available in the Library from
December through April, 1990.
Donations have been received from former member Stanley E. Edwards,
husband of member Jean Edwards, for a copy of his book Fraser &
Beatty; the first
50 Years (Toronto: Fraser & Beatty; 1989) and
from member Lyman Henderson for a copy of his Sam, Sam, the
printer's man (Mississauga, Ontario: North Island Sound Publishing
Ltd.; 1989).

ANOTHER LIMERICK
FROM MONTY

Peter Gzowski, host of CBC's 'Morningside' challenged his listeners
to compose a limerick employing the name 'SNEDISHAM'--Here is Monty
Larkin's response:
If old Gzowski finds Thyme for his Snedisham
And I've Searched just as Much A to Z as 'im
If he Rhymes Gzowski Too
All I'll
Say is BooHoo
For I'm Not quite as Smart in the Head as 'im.

ARCHIVES REPORT

Last month the Club paid tribute to the late Sid Johnson.
As a
backdrop to the magic shows, tapes, slides and speeches, the walls
f of the Great Hall were covered with many examples of Sid's paintings,
watercolours and illustrations.
As an archival tribute to this outstanding member, the display cases in the lounge currently show a
His wit and
sampling of Sid's own unique Christmas cards.
BI
imagination are clearly evident in every piece.
For this unique
*
display, we thank Tom Ransom, a guest of Club Treasurer Peter Hart,
and Mrs. Rene Johnson.

* Ii

.* John and Tyrrell Morrow have made what we can only describe as a
jbittersweet
donation to our archives.
It consists of two excellent
R photographs of Burton T. Richardson, a distinguished long-time
As the
professional member of the Club who is now hospitalized.
Editor of The Toronto Telegram for many years, Burton contributed
a strongly to the advancement of Canadian art and literature.
The
photographs were given to John and Tyrrell by Burton's wife, Wanda,
B who has been keeping his dues paid and supporting the Building Fund
since Burton became ill.
For recent donations of newspaper and magazine clippings about Club
members, we thank Bill and Audrey Matheson (now Non-Resident Members),
Leon Warmski and Molly Smith.
Thank you to Hugh Walker, Ron
Vickers, Audrey Garwood and Rick Simpson for photographs of Club
events.
Special thanks to John Scott for many years of invaluable
assistance by supplying innumerable slides and photographs for our
files and scrapbook.
Members with a penchant for photography are invited to take photographs of Club activities and events and donate them to Archives.
We ask that you date and identify the occasion and the people in
each photograph.
Then leave them in the drawer to the right of the
scrapbook.
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SIDNEY JOHNSON

If the word 'Frasnia' has not yet appeared in the Oxford Dictionary,
it is only because the editors never knew the joy of hearing Sid
Johnson extol the virtues of the magic elixir in his hilarious sendups. Another of Sid's classic spoofs was a moral lecture delivered
with such patent sincerity and conviction that it often took the
audience two or three minutes to realize that Sid was saying
absolutely nothing, never even completing a sentence--a technique
successfully employed only by the most accomplished politicians.
The magic and merriment of Sidney Richard Johnson were stilled
forever on October 15, 1989 when Sid passed away serenely in his
85th year.
To many people who had never heard of Sidney Johnson, the name Sid
Lorraine was a household word--the nom de b2 ton that Sid adopted in
his role as one of the country's most gifted magicians.

__IC
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For most of his 85 years, Sid worked with pen and paint and magic,
in his native England and in his adopted country. His vocation as
an artist started with the graphics firm of Rapid Grip, where he
first toiled as a messenger boy. He trained as an artist and, in
his 50 years with the firm, he rose to become art director. He was
also a master-of-ceremonies on pre-war radio, including the daily
program The Breakfast Club. He wrote his first script on his
honeymoon, aboard the steamship Cayuga en route to Niagara-on-theLake.
Sid was a successful artist (his works are mostly in the hands of
private collectors), but it was as an actively performing prestidigitator that he won lasting fame. He was a consummate performer,
honing his skills to unbelievable levels of flawlessness and
effectiveness. His stuff always worked, and he cast spells with
his magic. A long-time member of the International Brotherhood of
Magicians, he passed his entrance exam for the Brotherhood with
flying colours by performing a trick that baffled the experts,
including the celebrated magician Blackstone. With equal dedication,
he would spend hours polishing material for his marvellous stand-up
comedy acts. In the many Arts & Letters Revues in which he appeared,
Sid would invariably stop the show, earning such prolonged applause
that it was difficult to start the next act.
A voracious reader, Sid Johnson amassed a collection of about 3,000
books on the art and history of magic. He wrote a regular column
for TOPS, the New York magazine for magicians, and he was the founder
of the Hat and Rabbit Club of Toronto which now has 110 magicianmembers. He was very generous with his time in helping promising
young performers.
Sid Johnson was gentle, courteous and a little shy; above all, he
was fascinatingly talented in both his vocation and his avocation.
He leaves his widow, Rene, a daughter, a son, three grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.
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Two Arts & Letters Club members have made names for themselves by
entertaining troops in world wars. The late Jack MacLaren was a
performer with the 'Dumbbells' during World War I and Elmer
Phillips starred in the Navy Show one war and one generation later.
'Meet the Navy' toured Canada and the European war zone, and ran
for three months at the London Hippodrome. The resonant baritone of
E.S. Phillips was one of the popular attractions for the one-and-ahalf million people who saw the show.
All this activity was, of course, merely a rehearsal for the Arts &
Letters Club Revues, to which Elmer still contributes unstintingly.
He has appeared in 19 Club Revues and has sung in two original
operettas by Jim Parr and Malcolm McGrath. His voice and his love
of music were nurtured by Ernest Morgan, Geoffrey Hatton and Tom
Crawford. He performed on radio with Percy Faith and yodelled with
the Royal York Hotel orchestra under former member Horace Lapp.

4'

After the war and the Navy Show, Elmer did graduate work in
psychology at the University of Toronto (while singing on radio
station CFRB). This (the work, not the singing) led to a career
in personnel and operating management with business organizations
and a four-year term in the Division of Extension at the U. of T.
After a year in Geneva, working with the United Nations to develop
management education in Third World countries, Elmer joined the
Faculty of Administrative Studies at York University, where he
taught Organizational Behaviour and Personnel Management until his
retirement in 1988.
At the outset of the Phillips' years in the Club presidency, a
certain degree of friction had developed between landlord and
tenant at 14 Elm Street, which Elmer handled deftly enough to
secure a long-term lease (while investigating alternative sites,
should the need arise). During his term of office he encouraged
the establishment of what has now become a Club fixture--'Minds on
the Move', the brainchild of the late Chick Hendry, which has
brought a galaxy of high-powered guests to St. George's Hall.
MacLaren of the 'Dumbbells' and Phillips of 'Meet the Navy' worked
together to stage a memorable evening in 1975--a tribute to members
of the Club who had served in World War I. Elmer also remembers,
with some chagrin, the day on which Anne Mirvish, wife of guest
speaker Ed Mirvish, was refused entry to the Club on the grounds
that women were not admitted to luncheons--whereupon 14 Elm Street
was picketed by Anne and other indignant feminists.
Elmer Phillips lives in Thornhill--"retired but more active than
ever".

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS
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. A marvelous tribute was paid to Arnold Edinborough by The
Financial Post on his recent retirement from the Council for
Business and the Arts in Canada: it published a four-page section
of its newspaper devoted entirely to lauding his accomplishments
during his 15-year tenure.
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. Dan Needles' smash hit 'Wingfield Farm' has gone from a newspaper
column to two stage comedies, a radio play and two audio cassettes
to a new high--a hardcover book, 'Letters from Wingfield Farm', just
in time for the Christmas season at $21.95.
. Non-resident member Hugh Hood also has a new book on the market:
'A Short Walk in the Rain, the collected stories II'.
His first
collection was published in 1962. A recent reviewer compares them
to works of Hemingway, Greene, O'Hara and others.
. On March 11, Mayor Moore's timeless musical 'Sunshine Town',
based on Stephen Leacock's 'Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town',
will be presented at Casa Loma by Classical Cabaret during its
tenth anniversary season.
. Alan Carrie was presented with a second prize award
he made in the City of Toronto's Racial Harmony Photo
Other photos he entered were among those displayed in
of City Hall during November.

for an entry
Competition.
the Rotunda
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. Last March, Life Member Humphrey Carver addressed the annual
meeting of the Ontario Association of Landscape Architects and it
has been reproduced in Landscape Architectural Review. His talk
was about the late Howard Dunnington-Grubb, a long-time Club member
and the patriarch of landscape architecture in this province. At
the end of his talk, Humphrey presented the association with a
portrait he had painted of Howard in the costume and style of an
18th century nobleman. Members who knew Howard will agree that this
is the way they also saw the very tall, trim, straight-backed,
healthy-looking and likeable member.
. Non-resident member Judge William Thomas Kemp Little was the
subject of a 'Muskoka Profile' in a recent issue of the Muskoka
Advance. It related his life as a secondary school teacher,
private pilot, service in the RCAF, an insurance salesman, superintendent at four reformatories, then a late graduate with a
master's degree in social work and then appointment as judge of the
juvenile and family court. Along the way he researched the life
and death of Tom Thomson which McGraw-Hill published as 'The Tom
Thomson Mystery'.
He and his wife moved to Bracebridge in 1979
where they still live.
. Also living in Bracebridge are Bill and Audrey Matheson who moved
there earlier in the year. They send "best regards to all at 14
Elm Street".
. Claude Bissell was a guest on Morningside (CBC/AM) on November 23.
He was talking about his long friendship with the maritime novelist
Ernest Buckler. Claude has written about this friendship in his
latest book, 'Ernest Buckler Remembered'.
The next day, on the same
radio show, Dan Needles was interviewed in connection with his book,
'Letters from Wingfield Farm'.
. John McKellar was recently appointed a member of the Canada
Council because of his interest in theatre and music.
The members
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hold office for three years and attend three four-day meetings in
Ottawa and one meeting elsewhere in Canada each year.
. 'Toronto Does Her Bit: The Home Front During Two World Wars'.
That's the title of a most interesting exhibition at the Market
Gallery in St. Lawrence Market, running until February 25. It
consists mostly of art, letters and photographs depicting the
changes brought by the wars on life in our city. Paintings and
posters include works by then Club members: Owen Staples, Eric
Aldwinkle, Fred Brigden, Ernest Sampson, George Reid, Robert Gagen
and current Life Member Les Trevor. Much of the exhibition is built
around the photographs of Arthur Goss, best known to us as the man
who took that famous photograph of the Group of Seven in our Great
Hall.
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. Arthur Gelber wrote a lengthy article for the September 27th
issue of The Financial Post in which he made this point: "Canada
has made a lot of progress in its cultural life since the bleak
days of the 1950's, but we really haven't arrived anywhere yet. In
many ways we are still a primitive society in cultural terms. We
don't have the appreciation and respect for art and artists that is
deeply ingrained in other societies. Nor do our governments really
understand where culture fits into the scheme of things". Arthur
would be interested in responses from Club members.
. Member Robert Boyko has a new business telephone number which you
may wish to record in your Club Telephone List: 971-4244.
. According to Life Member Robertson Davies, word processors are
"the work of the devil" and threaten democracy. Our 76-year-old
member was delivering the fourth annual J. Tuzo Wilson lecture at
the Science Centre recently. Robertson, who uses an electric typewriter, says he is "a technomoron" and that Club member Wilson once
said "no one needs a word processor if (he has) an efficient
secretary".
. This report comes from Past President John Irwin: I visited
Life Member Chuck Matthews recently. He is still alert, still very
interested in the Club and recalls many happy memories. He regrets
that he cannot get into the Club but does have his wife drive along
Elm Street "so I can wave my hand at the Club". Chuck is in his
100th year!
. Austin Clarke, who is alive and well and busy i-iting has had the
strange pleasure of seeing his work analysed and criticized in a
full-length work of scholarship. Written by Lloyd W. Brown, 'El
Dorado and Paradise: Canada and the Caribbean in Austin Clarke's
Fiction' has been published by The Centre for Social and Humanistic
Studies at the University of Western Ontario.
. When you are basking in the warmth of the fireplace in the Great
Hall, thank four of our good members: Wentworth Walker, Monty
Larkin, Bill Duthie and Reg Wallace. They responded to the
President's request for firewood and the wood room is now well
stocked.
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. Thought for the day: The head count at the Members Dinner on
October 24 revealed 21 women and 24 men.
. And now, apologies to Barbara Collier and Valerie Siren for
spelling their names incorrectly in the last Newsletter.
THE ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THIS ISSUE

The drawings which grace this issue are portions of larger works
that Michael Crawford has on exhibition at Gallery 306, at 80
Spadina Avenue, along with his oil and watercolour paintings until
December 23.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

John Watson, Ron Vickers, Violet Thresher, W.E. Swinton, Michael
Spence, David Skene-Melvin, Elmer Phillips, Raymond Peringer, John
Morrow, David Mitchell, Bill Matheson, Richard Mastin, Monty
Larkin, John Irwin, Loi Hathaway, Bill Haehnel, Jean Edwards, Alan
Carrie, and Zora Buchanan. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your
contributions are welcome on or before the next deadline of Friday
February 2.
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