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EXECUTIVE NOTES

. The Club recently reaffirmed its reciprocal arrangements with The
Cliff Dwellers, 220 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago 60604. As a
reminder, our members are also welcome at The Salamagundi Club, 47
Fifth Avenue, New York 10003; The Savage Club, 9 Fitzmaurice,
Berkeley Sq., London W1X 6JD; The Chelsea Club, 143 Old Church St.,
London SW3 6EB; The United Arts Club, 3 Upper Fitzwilliam St.,
Dublin 2, Ireland, and The Glasgow Arts Club, Glasgow, Scotland.
. The House Committee regrets that following several price increases
since our bar schedule was established two years ago, another
increase is necessary. Effective April 1, the following will apply:
beer $2.50 a bottle, wine, small glass, $2.50, wine, large glass
$4.50, liquor $3.50, soft drinks $1.00, Perrier water $1.50, imported
wine by the bottle remains at $18.00, Canadian house wine is now
available at $13.00 a bottle. To eliminate paper work, payment must
be by cash, although outstanding tickets will remain valid.
. The Executive has sanctioned the Art Committee to conduct a
competition to 'Design a Flag for The Arts and Letters Club'.
The
winning design will be presented to the membership in the Fall of
1988 for the Club's 80th anniversary. Full details will be available from Erika.
. Peter Large, our treasurer (and an exhibiting artist) has been
telling some of our members about an anecdote printed in a recent
issue of Reader's Digest: the American painter James McNeill
Whistler habitually gave his paintings such exotic names as
'Arrangement in black and white' or 'Harmony in grey and green'.
When the treasurer of his London club pressed him for past dues,
Whistler offered a painting as payment and received this reply:
"Dear Mr. Whistler. It is not 'Nocturne in purple' or 'Symphony
in blue and grey' we are after, but an 'Arrangement in gold and
silver'." Whistler paid up.
. The treasurer reports that a gift of $500 to the Building Fund
has been received from Margaret Haist on behalf of the late
Reginald Haist.
. The Royal Conservatory of Music has advised our president that the
holder of the Arts and Letters Club Scholarship for next year will
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be Frances Frost.
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She will be invited to give a recital at the Club.

. On March 17, for the Building Fund, there will be a special
members and guests dinner and draw for five prints from the Bersudsky
Rare Print Collection.
Cost of dinner and a draw ticket will be $25
and additional draw tickets $7 each.
Join Sid for dinner and hear
about his fascinating collection.
The Bersudsky Rare Print show
will be on the walls of the Club from March 14 (a Pub Night) until
April 1.
NEW MEMBERS

Elizabeth B. Reynolds, professional, was an advertising writer,
creative director and publicist before retirement.
She now has
more time for her hobbies of photography and Canadian and Key West
art collections.
James B. Elmsley, member, is a retired banker with a friendly nature
and a willingness to help out in Club activities.
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Carla Hartsfield, professional, is a concert pianist and a poet.
She won a national piano competition at age 14, was a winner of
the Paderewski Medal, and graduated with a Master of Music degree
moving to Canada from the U.S. in 1982.
Catharine Fitzgibbon, member, is vice-principal and head of middle
school at Havergal College.
Her special interests are drama and
. writing.

-

CHRISTMAS
AT THE CLUB

Marion B. MacRae, professional, is an architectural historian who
retired a year ago after 40 years as a faculty member of the
Ontario College of Art.
As a consequence, she knows a large number
of our members.

This year the Christmas season began with a play-reading evening
on December 7 that featured Dylan Thomas' A Child's Christmas in
Wales, O. Henry's The Gift of the Magi and Charles Dickens'
Christmas at Dingley Dell.
. The decorations in the Great Hall were the work of Ron Vickers,
Mike Spence, Bill Matheson, Ann Rothery, Chris Adeney, Roly
Pincoe, Ken Pratt, Bill McCoy, John Joy, Murray Stewart, Mack
McLean, Jim Hubbard, Hugh Carruthers, Cal Wilson, Lilya PrimChorney, Ted Brock and John McLean.
There were 23 Christmas panels on the walls and the proceeds of
the silent auction, $2,875, went to the Building Fund.
Artists
who contributed panels were: Ray Cattell, Audrey Garwood, Mike
Crawford, Arthur Steven, Jack Carr, Lois Hathaway, Gerry Sevier,
Audrey Gauthier, Les Tibbles, Jessica Steven, Doug Caswell, Al
Collier, Gord Laws, William Templeton, Jack Secord, John Joy,
Murray Stewart, Jo Manning, Tom Chatfield, Bill Sherman, Tom
Bjarnason, Zora Buchanan and Audrey Matheson.
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. The Annual Carol Singing Dinner took place on December 8
and, for

the first time in many a year, Jay Manning was unable to attend.
His place, as M.C., was taken by Ted Brock, and Ted Moroney and Stan
King were at the pianos. To start, Ted Brock asked each table to
choose one carol and after these had been sung (with the usual
hassle over 0 Little Town of Bethlehem) Stan King and Ted Moroney
did a marvelous duo on Christmas themes followed by a solo by
Elmer
Philips.

2 '

-

Then came our traditional closing carol, The First Noel, between the
verses of which Ted Moroney demonstrated his mastery of transposition
in the best Club tradition. Ted Brock tried nobly to bring the
evening to a close but the audience cried out for more, and Ted
Moroney and Stan did another duet after which Stan stayed on for
/ the real finale--We Wish You a Merry Christmas. It was an evening
s.of wonderful fun.
. The Boar's
evening affair

Head Dinner broke with the tradition
of being a onethat
was often
missed by those who could not be

accommodated. Yet both evenings, December 17 and 18, were sold
out
--attendance totalling 248.
Two of the members who attended the first evening deserve special
mention: long-time member Richard Davis, 93 years of age, and
Life
Member Charles Matthews, age 98, who set a new record for having
attended the Boar's Head Dinner for 68 consecutive years.
. Presented on stage at the Boar's Head, and repeated in January,
was Wenceslas, A Christmas Cantata written by Past President
Jim
Parr with music by his son Dan. It brought to life that pleasant
Christmas carol and the familiar characters--King and page,
peasant, wife and daughter.
Produced by Jo Currie and directed by Jim Morris, it featured
Gail
Robinson, Dianne Craig, Rod Carruthers, Don Pounsett and Connie
Briant--supported by a group of unseen workers: Roly Pincoe,
Bill
Matheson, Mike Spence, Ann Rothery, John McLean, Chris
Adeney, Reg
McLean, Ken Pratt, John Joy, Murray Stewart, Mike Crawford,
Diana
Hore, Mike Schilder and David Priddle.
While the carol is familiar to all, Dan Parr's original music
for
this presentation was unusual and interesting.
Bring me flesh and bring me wine,
Bring me electronic data-processing hither!
The instrumental part of the musical score came from the
team of
Parr, Mackintosh and Casio.
Although Dan assures us that the music was composed at the
piano,
the 'orchestration' and performance were achieved by a
pair of
computers. Using a sophisticated program called 'Performer',
Dan
delivered coded instructions to a Mackintosh computer, specifying
which notes were to be played, and when--and what raw timbres
were
to be reproduced.
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The sole source of musical sounds (apart from the genuine flesh-andblood singers) was a Casio FZ-l digital sampler which stores
snippets of sound in digital form. More than 36,000 of these sound
snippets are emitted each second, so that (like the individual
frames in a motion-picture film) they appear to blend into a
continuous stream of sound.
By converting and combining pitches, the sampler produces string,
brass, woodwind and percussion sounds and transmits them to loudspeakers.
Voila, an orchestra in a suitcase!
Sire, he lives a good league hence,
In a hi-tech laboratory!
. A Christmas luncheon on December 24 drew a crowd so large that
members and guests who could not find room in the Great Hall ate
wherever they could find or make space. The New Year's luncheon
on December 31 was also well attended. These affairs, the double
Boar's Head and other events during the month, tested the skills
and patience of Erika, David and the staff.
But all will agree
that they served us magnificently.

LITERARY TABLE

The Literary Table on January 12 was a special occasion to celebrate
the life of the late Lovat Dickson, author, publisher and one of the
co-founders of the Literary Table five years ago.
Some 81 members and guests attended the luncheon and, since the
literary group has a rolling membership of about 35, appreciation
of Lovat was widespread.
In his introduction, Campbell Hughes described Lovat as a giant in
his chosen field whose influence was felt throughout the book
publishing world. Campbell sketched Lovat's background and then
introduced Harold Flammger who read an article by Lovat in an
issue of the Imperial Oil Review. There followed an excerpt of
Lovat reading from his book, The Anteroom, from CBC tapes.
In
conclusion, Michael Millgate gave a moving retrospective of the
man and his work.
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For the second time in recent weeks the Literary Table
had to
move into the Great Hall to accommodate those wishing to hear
Dr.
John Grayson speak about witches. Witchcraft, he said, had been
practised since records began and has been associated with both
good and evil.
However, it largely disappeared with the understanding of disease by Louis Pasteur. Dr. Grayson said that there

are witchcraft doctors in Nigeria today, some with their own

hospitals, and that they are better able to deal with mental

problems than most general practitioners.

It was an address that

brought numerous questions from an interested audience.

TWENTIES GROUP

The development of the arts between the two world wars continues to
attract strong interest. For the group's final meeting
of 1987,
Virginia Oswell presented a word picture of Leonard Woolf. The
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speaker explored Woolf's early childhood experiences, and their
influence on his later life, particularly in his writing and
relationship with his wife Virginia, the writer and co-founder
of The Hogarth Press.
At the first meeting of the year, members listened to a recording of
the famous Molly Bloom soliloquy from Ulysses by James Joyce,
narrated by Siobhan McKenna. Photocopies of the text were
distributed so that members might follow along, especially those
sections expurgated from the recording.
On January 25, Rod Carruthers gave a stimulating insight into the
life and work of American-born Marsden Hartley, painter and poet.
Hartley's Canadian paintings are currently on exhibition at the AGO.
LIBRARY REPORT

The Club Librarian has a new office telephone number: 235-4035.
Members are requested to note this in their Club directories.
This month the library has received donations from:
- David Fry--a copy of late member Bertram Brooker's The robber; a
tale of the time of the Herods (Toronto: Collins; 1949); and
- Kenneth McNaught, through the good offices of member Ernest
Sirluck--other works by Brooker, all inscribed by the author to
late member Carlton McNaught, including Think of the earth, which
won the first Governor General's Award for fiction in 1936, and
Elijah, illustrated with Brooker's stunning drawings, published in
a limited edition of 500 by the printing house of William Edwin
Rudge in Mount Vernon, New York, U.S.A., in 1930;
- Metropolitan Toronto Central Reference Library--a copy of late
member Lacy Amy's The black opal (London: Arrowsmith; 1935--as by
'Luke Allan'), inscribed by the author;
- Allen Paterson--a copy of his Plants for shade and woodland
(Toronto:
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Fitzhenry & Whiteside;

1987),

which restores

the Club

Librarian's hopes for his own backyard;
- Ann Rothery--a copy of The half-million; the Canadians in Britain,

1939-1946 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press; 1987), by Col. C.P.
Stacey and Barbara M. Wilson, which contains mention of many
members of the Club; and
- Neville Thompson--a copy of his Wellington after Waterloo
(London: Routledge & Kegan Paul; 1986), inscribed to the Club in
memory of members Lovat Dickson, Barker Fairley and Donald
Creighton.
The copy of Brooker's Elijah is a splendid addition to the Club
Library's growing collection of examples of book illustration by
Club members and is most welcome. Now, if the Club Library could
only get a copy of Brooker's criminous novel, The tangled miracle,
published as by 'Huxley Herne' in 1936, based on a mystery game
invented by Brooker to entertain droppers-in at his home (or even
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a copy of the mystery game!), and copies of titles in Lacy Amy's
'Blue Pete' series written under his pseudonym of 'Luke Allen'.
The strength of the Club Library lies in the donations it receives,
especially of works by members, and the Club Librarian cannot
reiterate often enough his appreciation and that of the Club for
the generosity of the donors.
- Leon Katz - a tribute by John Sanderson is a forthcoming publication that contains a brief sketch of the life of member Leon
Katz, collector and patron of the arts. Also included is John
Sanderson's preface to the volume Mementos for Leon Katz, as well
as a list of the international artists who have contributed to
this album. Leon Katz: A Tribute has been designed, set in Janson
types, and printed by hand by Glenn Goluska at The Nightshade Press,
Toronto.
The edition is limited to 100 copies of which 90 are
printed on acid-free Rising book paper, and 10 special copies on a
mouldmade Hahnemuhle paper. The special copies each contain a
photograph of an original watercolour of Leon Katz by the artist
'Lo Angel'.
The entire edition is sewn into covers of handmade
Barcham Green paper.
Sixteen pages.
7-3/4 by 11-1/2 inches.
Regular copies: $29.95. Copies are available postpaid from Sanmar
Marketing, Box 567, Thorold, Ontario L2V 4W1.
Payment must
accompany order.

MUSIC

. Stanley King was guest organist for a Toronto Theatre Organ
Society concert at the Casa Loma Theatre in December.
It marked
Stan's fourth appearance at Casa Loma, which has a Wurlitzer
Theatre Pipe Organ and is operated as a project of The Kiwanis
Club of West Toronto.
. The Rembrandt Trio, with member Gerard Kantarjian, violin, joined
the York Symphony Orchestra in early February to present concerts
in Markham and Aurora. Playing with the orchestra are two Club
members:
Brian Maltman, president of the orchestra and trombonist,
and Norma Thomas, general manager and cellist.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THIS ISSUE

The pen and ink drawings in this issue are the work of Audrey
Matheson. They were drawn for a book, The Story of Firefighting
in Canada, by Donald M. Baird, published by The Boston Mills
Press, 248 pages. There are 14 drawings by Audrey in the book and
six of them also appear on the back cover of the jacket.

OUR WORLD
OF ART

Several years ago a TV personality came into the Club and exclaimed
"All these paintings on the walls by members. How lucky for the
Club!"
And we are fortunate to have so many solo and group shows
such as the members' drawing show in January. Twenty artists were
represented:
Chris Adeney, Jack Carr, Douglas Caswell, Douglas
Edwards, Joan Folinsbee, Audrey Garwood, John Grayson, Loi Hathaway,
Charles Hilder, Evert Hilkers, John Joy, Peter Large, Cyril Leeper,
Margaret Ludwig, Jo Manning, Audrey Matheson, Ted McCormack, Frank
McKeown, Evlyn Payton, Steven Quinlan, Jack Secord, Bill Sherman,

I
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James Small, Jack Smith, Violet Thresher and Les Tibbles.
new members making their first
appearance on the walls.
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Some are

. Four young fine art graduates of the Ontario College of Art have
been awarded Junior memberships in the Club and their work appeared
on the walls in February.
This is the second year that the Club
awards have been given to students selected by the College.
This
year's winners are Jamie Gain, Jack Gough, Teri McDonald and Reid
McLachlan.
In addition, Jackie Besteman won the Robin Cumming Award given to a
student in the 1987 graduating year in communications and design.
E- "Unfortunately, her work was not shown with the others because she
........--.
was out of the city at the time of hanging.
. The next exhibition of paintings will be those of Les Tibbles
(with an opening on February 22, a Pub Night, and continuing until
March 11.
One of Les' oils brought a high bid at the 1986 David
Ritchie Building Fund auction.
S
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* A group artists' choice show at the Roberts Gallery in January
P included the work of Franklin Arbuckle, Geoffrey Armstrong, A.J.
Casson, Alan Collier, Charles Comfort, Pat Fairhead, John Gould,
Mackay Houstoun, and Mary Anne Ludlam.
The late .Peter Haworth
was also represented, as was his wife Bobs Cogill Haworth and work
by Frances-Anne Johnston, the recently deceased wife of Franklin
Arbuckle.
. Pat Fairhead had a watercolour exhibition at the Thielsen
Gallery in London, Ontario at year end, and will have an artist's
choice exhibition at the Roberts Gallery March 9 - 19.
. Mary Anne Ludlam will also be showing at Roberts April 6 - 16.
. Anne Mirvish, a sculptor and painter, exhibited a series of
contemporary bronze medals titled Hieroglyphes Intimes at the
XXI World Congress and Exhibition of the Federation Internationale
de la Medaille in Colorado Springs, Colo. during December.
. The Royal Canadian Yacht Club asked permission of Tyrrell Morrow
to reproduce some of her Christmas card drawings on its Christmas
season menus.
She agreed on condition that no other artist
would
be deprived of a commission.
The club printed them handsomely--in
green for luncheon and red for dinner on glossy, embossed folders.
. Joyce Wieland had 18 films screened at the Canada House Cultural
Centre in London's Trafalgar Square from January 16 to February 12.
It was the biggest single exhibition of her films yet held.
. Member Kay Kritzwiser, former art critic for the Globe and Mail,
and member Osvald Timmas, president of the Painters in Watercolours
of Canada, chose 72 paintings for display in O'Keefe Centre for an
art sale by the Women's Opera Committee during January.
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The members' dinner on January 19, when we celebrated Herman Voaden's
85th birthday, was a sentimental evening full of appreciation for a
wonderful Canadian playwright. Two of Herman's earliest plays,
written when he was a drama student at Harvard University, were
presented on stage.
'Wilderness' was an outcome of his love for
"the sweep of the wind...of bending bushes and crunching snow";
'Fragment' was a study in stylized symbolism involving two
characters "at no time concretely aware of each other".
Both plays were directed by Herbert Whittaker and performed by James
Morris, Lisa Lambert, Morna Wales, John Lytle and Robin Breon. They
were produced by Michael Spence, staged by Bill McCoy, Reg Wallace
and Duncan Web, with incidental music by Ted Moroney. Others
involved were Ann Rothery, Anto Wagner, Ted Brock and Heinar Pillar.

MONTY LARKIN

"When I see the overwhelming attention paid by writers to the female
sex and to youth, I sometimes feel that I should attempt to redress
the balance in favour of my own sex and age bracket!"
If I Always had Skill with my Pen
To Describe what Comes into my Ken
I would Write for Soothe
Not of Women or Youth
But in Praise of Middle-aged Men

A LOOK BACK
(continued)

In the last issue of the Newsletter we quoted a story from the book
Village Humor, by 'Dick' Lucas (Isaac Brock Lucas) who lives in
Markdale.
Here is another one:
"One day at the Arts and Letters I was lunching with 'Jimmie'
(Harold) James when he told me about the best price he ever got for
a pair of his paintings.
"He had an annoying infection in his left eye which, at the most
inconvenient moments (e.g. on top of a ladder hanging a large
picture), would suddenly begin to itch unbearably.
It would also
start to drip.
"Meeting the brother of a fellow painter he had known some 20 years
earlier he was saddened to hear he had recently died.
"At that critical moment, as 'Jimmie' was expressing his sympathy
and recalling some long-ago sketching trips they had shared, it
happened. A large tear rolled down his cheek.
"The brother seeing this proof of Jimmie's sense of loss, gripped
his hand, gave him a friendly pat on the shoulder and hurried away,
too full for words.
"Next day Jimmie received from the brother a very large cheque for
two of his paintings."

*
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ARCHIVES NOTES

0

The Archivist is pleased to thank many members for a wide range of
donations to the Club. Michael Millgate has given us a copy of his
moving tribute to Rache Lovat Dickson on January 12; Cam Hughes, who
chaired the meeting, has donated a copy of his introductory remarks;
and from Rache's typist and assistant we have received various copies
of materials on the writer's illustrious career.
Our Sir Ernest MacMillan file is enhanced with a copy of a Reader's
Digest article on the famous conductor and Club Past President,
donated by Jay Manning.
Still in the field of the written word, John Morrow has donated notes
on the life and work of Les Trevor used on the occasion of Les
becoming a Life Member in 1986.
In the area of photography, thanks to Bill McCoy, Leon Katz and Ron
Vickers for Yuletide photographs, and to John Scott for pictures of
the various displays in the archives cases.
Alan Carrie has
enriched our files with 15 colour photograph-portraits of Club
members. Thanks to the anonymous donor of photographs of the recent
tours of the studios of Alan Collier and Geoffrey Armstrong. NonResident Member Tibor Nyilasi has donated photographs of a large
mosaic he created for a church in Hungary.
From Elmer Philips we have received a cassette tape of the CBC
tribute to member Harry Boyle. Thank you to Rick Simpson for a VCR
of three Club events:
Stonehenge, the talk by L.B. Greenwood and
the 1987 Boar's Head including the stage presentation Wenceslaus.

*

One of our favourite small collections consists of postage stamps
designed by or on behalf of Club members. Tom McNeely designed the
stamp to commemorate the Henley Regatta Centennial in 1982. Tom
has donated a plate block of four stamps along with descriptive
material.
If there is a philatelist in the membership who would
like to curate this collection, please call the Archivist.

THE ARCHIVES CASES

*

In keeping with the Christmas season, albeit in an off-beat manner,
the Archivist displayed a sampling of murder mysteries, all set in
the festive season. These books were from the collection of David
Skene-Melvin. For the Rache Lovat Dickson tribute in January, the
cases presented copies of most of Rache's books.
Featured items
were the books on Grey Owl, and Rache's two-volume autobiography.

JAMES WARDROPPER
Jim Wardropper was a Geordie to his bootsoles; his origins were
PRESIDENT: 1957-1959 manifest in his speech and in the blunt honesty of his opinions.
Born in Newcastle-on-Tyne and educated at the Higher Grade School
in Barrow-on-Furness, he went on to take his B.Sc. degree at the
University of London. In 1913 he joined the celebrated North of
England confectionery firm of Rowntree. He spent 40 years as a
chocolate soldier, 25 of them as Chief Executive Officer of
Rowntree's Canadian operation. He retired from active business
in 1952.
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The businessman fell in love with painting but he was clear-headed
enough to know that he could make his best contribution by sticking
to his last.
He applied his business acumen to the affairs of the
Ontario College of Art, serving for many years as the College's
treasurer and as a member of the Executive Committee.
In the process
he became an aficionado of Canadian painting and assembled a
substantial collection of paintings by contemporary artists, many of
them members of the Club.
He was an expert photographer,
specializing in the young science of microphotography and producing
some fine photo reproductions of paintings and postage stamps.

'
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Jim became a member of the Arts & Letters in

'
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of the standing committees.

1935 and served on most

During his term of office as President,

he supervised the Club's 50th Anniversary celebrations.
He slaved
on and behind the stage under the genial tyranny of Napier Moore
in
the Club revues; he also did painstaking work in recording the
financial and membership history of the Club.
A physically powerful man and an avid sportsman,
attack while playing golf in the summer of 1973.
portrait is by Fred Finley.

ALL ABOUT
MEMBERS

Jim died of a heart
His presidential

. Two cards from distant members were received at the Club during
the Christmas season:
one was a 'photo card' from Hugh Westren, in
Nepal where he is working on an airport project.
He is seen leaning
against a primitive building with the name 'The restaurant at the end
of the universe'.
The other card was from Lela Wilson in Mexico. It
contained a best-seat ticket for the local bullfight.
. Appointments announced recently were of Mary Alice Stuart as
chairman of the University of Toronto's $100 million fund-raising
campaign...of Paul Fleck as president for another six-and-a-half
years of The Banff Centre for Continuing Education, a position he
has held since 1982...of Edwin Mirvish as an officer of the Order
of Canada and Christopher Chapman and Bruce Legge as members of the
Order.
Ed and Anne Mirvish were in London recently for the opening of the
first
subscription series at the Old Vic theatre owned by Ed and
his son David.

'
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Their last

season production of Kiss Me Kate has

'j won two SWET awards (the English equivalent of a Tony award)
'--musical
theatre category.
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• Two members have continued the tradition of Club members as
writers of letters to the editor, both to the Globe and Mail:
Edward Borins questioned the description of "gift books produced
. for the Christmas carriage trade" as representing an injustice to
readers of the newspaper...and Michael Bliss drew attention to
dangers Canada might face in the post-Meech
Lake era.
. Katie Hermant was a co-chairman of the second annual Theatre Ball
of the newly merged CentreStage Company Toronto Free Theatre.
She
is a past president of the CentreStage board.
The two companies
are still
looking for a new name.
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. Iain Scott, whose interest in opera is well known to many members,
was recently a participant in the Texaco Opera Quiz, a regular
intermission feature of the Metropolitan Opera broadcasts from New
York. Iain also extends his love of opera in his Extension Courses
at the University of Toronto.

)

. Dan Needles was a guest of Peter Gzowski on the CBC's Morningside
radio program in January regarding his two plays, A Letter from
Wingfield Farm and Wingfield's Progress. It was a three-way hook-up
with Dan and Peter in Toronto, actor Rod Beattie in Victoria and
producer Doug Beattie in New York.
. Bill Matheson recently found in our vault a copy of the 1920
annual report of the St. George's Society--the year we moved into
14 Elm Street. On page 11 it reads, in part:
"We are sure that all
will feel pleased that most desirable tenants were obtained in the
Arts and Letters Club."
. At year end, Maclean's magazine identified 12 Canadians who "made
a difference...and whose achievements deserved recognition". One
of the 12 was Maureen Forrester, the celebrated contralto and
chairman of the Canada Council. Said the magazine:
"She has been
tireless in promoting the arts".
CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Bill Haehnel, Campbell Hughes, John Morrow, Ray Peringer, Ernest
Sirluck, David Skene-Melvin, John Snell, Arthur Steven, Wentworth
Walker, John Watson and Herbert Whittaker. Editor Howard Gerring.
Your contributions are welcome. Deadline for the next issue is
Friday, April 1 (no foolin!).
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GOODBYE
PARKING LOT!

It has been known for some time that the Chelsea Inn had plans for
expansion and it has now been confirmed--southward into the parking
lot behind our building. Groundbreaking may occur as early as June.
A model showing the plan for a 28-storey building and a two-storey
entrance was on display in the Great Hall for a few days in March.
The drawing reproduced here was made for the Newsletter by member
Jack Carr.

NEW INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR HISTORY

During March, Club members Brian Maltman and Leon Warmski visited
the City of Toronto Archives seeking evidence of Arts and Letters
Club activities in the St. George's Society's Papers stored there.
Although they only started to peruse they did uncover some
interesting early history:

9

In the Minutes of a meeting of the Stewards on June 25, 1920, they
found this historical note:
"The President explained that the meeting had been called to decide
whether the Society would accede to the request of the new tenants,
the Arts and Letters Club, and move from its present quarters to
the west side of the entrance hall ... The facts of the case were
these. The Club served meals to its Members between 9 a.m. and
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9 p.m. and it was absolutely necessary to have
the kitchen on the
same floor as the Dining-hall.
The room on the west side of the
Entrance-hall had only one small window facing
the North, not giving
sufficient light and ventilation, thus 9 or
10 people would be
compelled to work all
day in artificial
light and ventilation and he
did not believe in asking any one to work
all
day under such trying
conditions.
The East side was an ideal situation for
the Club
purposes, there was sufficient light, ventilation,
and a side
entrance off the lane which would enable the
Club to receive
supplies directly into the kitchen ...
Members of the Society were
to have the use of Club's Dressing-rooms
and Lavatories and the Club
would pay the whole expense of the move and
redecoration .
Carried."
(City of Toronto Archives, SC 575. St. George's
Society of Toronto
Collection, Series A.
Minutes of St. George's Society of Toronto
Meetings.
A-2 Management and Stewards Committee.
Minutes 19021937, pp. 191-7.)

NEW MEMBERS

Joan W. Storey, professional, is a consultant
in arts
and education.
She is also an award-winning actress and a
director of community
theatre.
She was proposed by Jim Parr.
Ingrid Milic, member, is the wife of the
late member of the Club
Vladan Milic.
Ingrid is a real estate broker with special
interests
in music, theatre and the visual arts.
She is also working towards

a BA degree at the University of Toronto.

Ingrid was proposed by

Dixie Ross Neill, professional, is the Director
of Musical Studies
with the Canadian Opera Company.
She is a native of North Carolina
and a former member of the musical staff
of the Metropolitan Opera
Company in New York.
Dixie was proposed by Edward Moroney.
John William Neill, professional, is an opera
and concert singer,
voice teacher and coach.
He is also the husband of Dixie Ross
Neill, making this
couple the first
to join the Club at the same
time.
John was proposed by John McLean.

a

Elspeth Cameron, professional, is the
Coordinator, Canadian
Literature and Language Programme, New
College, University of
Toronto.
She has been a professor, a journalist
and a biographer.
She was proposed by Michael Bliss.
Dorothy Lawson, professional, is a musician
who has had extensive
solo, chamber and orchestra experience in North
America and Europe.
She was proposed by David Franco.
Valeriea Hassell, professional, is a painter
who recently made a
trip
to the arctic as part of her work.
She is a member of the
Heliconian Club and the widow of the late
Hilton Hassell who was
a member of the Club for a number of years.
She was proposed for

L

membership by Arthur Steven.
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Barbara Howard, professional, is a
graduate of the Ontario College of
England and Europe and was elected
of Arts in 1975. She was proposed

painter, medalist and honours
Art. She later studied in
to the Royal Canadian Academy
by Peter Large.

Kathleen W. Graham, professional, is a painter who has exhibited
regularly since 1967 in Toronto, Montreal, Edmonton and
New York.
Kate is also active with board and committee work with
the Art
Gallery of Ontario. She is the widow of a former
Club member, Dr.
Wallace Graham, and was proposed by Donald Fraser.
Florence J. Gibson, non-resident, is a physician
with a general
practice in Port Hope. She has worked overseas in
Third World
countries and in rural health care.
As a side activity she is a
playwright and writer of dramatic verse.
She was proposed by
Chris Adenay.

Margaret Haist, member, is well-known to many members through
association with her late husband, Dr. Reginald Haist,
a member of
the Club and an outstanding painter of wildflowers. She
was proposed by D.W. Clarke.

*D

Anton Wagner, professional, is Director
of Research and Managing
Editor of the World Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Theatre, York
University. He has published considerable material
on the theatre
work and play writing of such Club members as
Roy Mitchell,
Merrill Denison, John Coulter, Robertson Davies
and Herman Voaden,
who was his proposer.

RESIGNATIONS

The following individuals have resigned from
the Club:
Keith
Bissell, Edgar Dobie, William Langstroth, Katherine
A. McKay,
Walter T. Parnaby, John R. Ross and Daniel
Soha.

THE BURNS SUPPER

Our Club held its third Burns Supper on January
29.
David Fry was
his usual skillful and witty master of ceremonies,
claiming
dubious descent from the Bard through the brokerage
house of Burns
Fry.
President David Franco gave the welcoming address, mentioning
that the Great Hall, with its lovely old wood and
choir loft was
indeed a suitable setting for the celebration
of the gifted man's
life and work.
Harry Ferguson addressed the Haggis in the
traditional manner, aided by the full regimental ceremonies
of the
78th Fraser Highlanders.
Bill Matheson led in the Selkirk Grace,
and Bob Christie delighted all with the Toast
to the Lassies,
responded to by Zora Buchanan, in a modern and
witty vein.
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Ron Ross gave a beautiful and unusual Immortal
Memory, using a team
of young singers and readers to create a dialogue
between Burns and
his Edinburgh publisher, Creech, which
merely hinted at some of the
many problems the poet had with that mean-spirited
and pennypinching Scot.
Eileen Carter and Ron Ross then sang some of
the
love songs of Burns.
Others who added to the festivities
were
Connie Bryant and Don and Ken Ross, accompanied
by Carla Hartsfield.
The evening 'closed' with a warm and boisterous
singing of Auld
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Lang Syne, extended into the late hours by an impromptu performance
of Scottish songs and dance, led, with great gusto, by a kilted
Ontario Supreme Court judge, member Joseph Potts.
THE BEAUX ARTS BALL
--

What a swell party at the Club on Friday, March 25! Among the
fascinating people in attendance were Harry Crosby with Egyptian
mystical symbols tattooed on the soles of his feet, Pola Negri with
her pet tiger cub, a frock-coated elder statesman, Diamond Lil
accompanied by Nathan Detroit, a group of Bright Young Things, the
Sheik of Araby, assorted belles and flappers with their beaux, a
painter from the Left Bank, a young soldier who'd just gone over
the top at Vimy Ridge, and 'Crocodile' Dundee. If you weren't at
the Beaux Arts Ball, you missed a great time.
Many individuals attended unaccompanied because this was not merely
a 'couples dance'.
It was a Club party for members and guests, a
concert with the Rainbow Gardens Jazz band, a guest-night dinner
with a sumptuous French buffet tastily prepared by David and Erika.
A fun time! The dancing was incidental.

It was the start
Beaux Arts Ball.
London, the Arts
costume event of

of a new Club tradition: the annual President's
What the Chelsea Arts Club has every year in
and Letters Club now has in Toronto--the great
the year.

So mark Friday, March 31, 1989, and begin to let your imagination
roam. Maybe next year you'll be the man or the woman each awarded
a bottle of French champagne for the best costume.
THE LITERARY TABLE

Member Murray Wilton, the 'Poet Laureate of Wychwood Park', gave an
interesting address to the Literary Table when he explained what
motivates him to write about everyday subjects. He read a number
of his poems, including this one about clocks:
Our alarm clock was by my bed for many years,
Festooned with knobs and levers,
Clucking like a mothering hen
Presiding at the birth of seconds, minutes, hours;
Nurturing within her lumpy frame
High days, holidays, festivals,
Tragedy, comedy, pathos.
Here was a household God - one of the Lares or Penates,
Honoured by observance.
Last Christmas my wife presented me with a digital clock
Which dispenses time like a croupier,
Turning over minutes with a flip of fingers,
Raking up the relentless seconds,
Living in the moment only.
I watch this streamlined computer taking time's pulse
And think of Jupiter's messenger with winged feet Mercury, God of speed.
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I confess to admiration But my affection rests with the old clucker,
Stirring uneasily upon her nest,
Groaning and grunting in the labour of gestation,
Producing each day, fresh from the bin of tomorrows,
A new egg full of promise.
. At another Literary Luncheon, member Bill Duthie delivered a
well-researched address about Samuel Plimsoll, a distant relative
for whom the Plimsoll mark or load line on ships was named.
Plimsoll was an English reformer and the Member of Parliament for
Derby in 1868 and 1876 and he was concerned about the lives of
seamen. With the introduction of insurance, there was an increase
in loss of life because owners showed little interest in the care
of their vessels, preferring to collect on inflated values. Many
vessels were described as coffin ships. Plimsoll wrote a book, Our
Seamen, and distributed it to fellow parliamentarians in 1873. His
bill was passed and a requirement was that a line or mark must
appear on all ships at the water level to indicate the maximum load.
A few years later a change was made to take the fixing of the line
being taken out of the owner's discretion and made a duty of the
Board of Trade.
LIBRARY REPORT

Contest:

A list exists of 'best-sellers' in the United States from

pre-1690 to 1945 based on the criterion that a 'best-seller' must
have had total sales equal to one per cent of the population of the
continental United States for the decade in which it was published.
The list encompasses both adult and juvenile fiction and nonfiction.

There are Canadian titles on this list. How many titles are there,
what are they, who wrote them, and, in what year were they published?
A prize is offered. Leave your answer with the Club Manager (for
the Librarian's attention). Winner(s) will be announced in the next
Newsletter.
Donations were gratefully received recently from:
- member Kay Kritzwiser, five books, including: An uncommon
fellowship; the story of Hart House (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press; 1969), by Ian Montagnes, and Michael Ondaatje's The collected
works of Billy the Kid, (NY: Norton; 1974), which won the Governor
General's award for poetry in 1970;

-----

- member Raymond Peringer, the Club Archivist, 10 books either
written or illustrated by Club members, including: member Arthur
Heming's The drama of the forests, which Heming wrote and
illustrated; Turf smoke, (Toronto: Ryerson; 1945), by member John
Coulter, of which the dust cover, decorations and layout are by
member A.J. Casson; Peter McArthur's Around home, (Toronto: Musson;
1925), for which member M.O. Hammond wrote the introduction and
member C.W. Jefferys did the decorations, including the endpapers
and the dust jacket; and John Buchan's Sick Heart River, (Toronto:

1
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Musson;

1941),

illustration.

for which member Franz Johnston did the dust jacket

. Three members have recently had new books published*
Austin Clarke's novel Proud Empires is

the story of the coming of

age of an adolescent boy in Barbados and William French gave it an
excellent review in the Globe and Mail.
We are grateful to member

Ted Brock for a copy of the book which Austin inscribed to the Club.
Non-resident member Allen Paterson, Director of the Canadian Royal
Botanical Gardens, has had his book Plants for Shade and Woodland
published by Fitzhenry & Whiteside.
Lois E. Darroch, the author of two previous books, has had another
one published.
Four Went to the Civil War is an historical novel
about the lives of four Canadian brothers from Wolverton, Oxford
County, Ontario, part of the 40,000 Canadians who were involved in
the U.S. Civil War.
MUSIC

Music at lunch must appeal to our members who, with their guests,
turned out en masse on February 17 and again on March 10 to hear
members of our old friends 'Les Amis Ensemble' perform.
No doubt
it was very gratifying for the musicians but it must have strained
the resources of our staff to the limit.
However, they managed
very well and everything went off without a hitch.

During the first luncheon the performers were seated at various

tables, giving everyone a chance to become acquainted.
The group
was then introduced by Eugene Kash after which they performed
the
following program:
Sonata for clarinet and piano by Poulenc; Rhapsodie des Danses

Populaire 'Kolo'

by Michael Pepa for clarinet, piano and string

quartet; Adagio con Variazioni by Salieri for clarinet and string
quartet; and Quintet for clarinet and string quartet by Carl
Maria von Weber.
The performers were:
Julian Milkis, clarinet,
Milkis, piano, Mara Milkis and Barry Shiffman,

Nutall, viola, Dorothy Lawson, cello.

Marianna Rozenfeldviolins, Geoff

The prolonged and enthusiastic applause testified to the audience's
appreciation for yet another fine concert from this group.
'Les Amis', who have provided us with so many fine concerts over
the past two years, made their
final appearance of this
season on
March 10.
Unfortunately, due to the late arrival of one key
player, it was necessary to shorten the program to a single number,

the Concert for Violin and Piano with String Quartet by Chausson.
This was a big work for such a

small ensemble with a bravura finale.

As we have come to expect from this group, it was very well played.
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The performers were: Geoff Nuttall, violin and Marc Widner, piano
with Stephen Sitarski and Barry Shiffman, violins, Jonathan Craig,
viola and Dorothy Lawson, cello.
In conclusion, we must once again salute this group and their
mentor, Michael Pepa, for the pleasure they have given us, and
look forward to more of the same in the future.
Yet another noonday recital occurred on March 24, this time provided
by Eileen Carter and Ron Ross with David Franco at the piano. It
was an all-Mozart program consisting of solos and duets from Cosi
fan Tutti, Don Giovanni and The Magic Flute, all tied together by
a common emotion of non-platonic love. A short but truly delightful
program.
. Edward Moroney conducted the North York Philharmonic Choir in
Arthur Honegger's 'King David', a symphonic psalm after a drama
by Rene Morax, on February 27 at the Willowdale United Church.
* An historical article in the March 26 edition of the Toronto Star
mentioned the park at Euclid Avenue and Ulster Street named in
honour of Past President Dr. Healey Willan, choir master and
organist of nearby St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church, who died in
1968. Some years ago a photograph of Healey at the organ was
featuredon a 17 cent postage stamp and in 1980 a memorial plaque
honouring him was mounted in the church.
. Louis Applebaum is providing the music for two plays at the Shaw
Festival this summer: for 'Two Gentlemen of Verona' at the Avon
Theatre and for 'The Taming of the Shrew' at the Festival Theatre.
OUR WORLD OF ART

The illustrations in this issue are the work of James (Bert) Small
who is making his third appearance on these pages. Previously he
provided drawings made on a trip 'down the Labrador' and more
recently he provided scratchboard reproductions of the heraldic
arms which hang in the Great Hall. These 'Cabbagetown Close-ups'
were made for this issue.
* The Committee conducting the 'Arts and Letters Club Flag Design
Competition' (Gerald Sevier, Chris Yaneff and Arthur Steven,
Chairman) wishes to remind members that the deadline for the
submission of entries is June 1. Copies of the rules and regulations are available from the Club Manager. For further information,
call Arthur Steven.
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* Joyce Wieland, a recent Toronto Arts Awards
winner ($5,000), has
commissioned an oil on canvas painting entitled
'Bison Familiaris'
created by Toronto-based artist/musician/filmmaker
Sharon Cook, as
the second part of the award.
* Jane Champagne has been chosen to be artist-in-residence
at the
Killarney Mountain Lodge from July 1 to September
30.
Killarney
Provincial Park was established, in part, because
of the efforts
of a few members of the Group of Seven.
In the park there is an
A.Y. Jackson Lake and an OSA Lake.
Frank Carmichael's cottage is
near there.
* A.J. Casson, artist-in-residence at Sunnybrook
Hospital, has
painted a picture of a stand of pine trees
at the entrance to
Sunnybrook Park for a set of five cards
being sold for an
Alzheimer's fund.
Casson will be 90 on May 17 and he plans
to be
at the opening of a special show of his works
at the McMichael
Canadian Art Collection on that date and
showing for 12 weeks.
Recently he received a special commendation
from the City of
Toronto and was quoted as saying "At my age,
I don't get downtown
too often."
He also had a tip for young (?) artists:
"Keep all

your work.

Keep it."

. Tom McNeely painted portraits of Quebec
author Roch Carrier and
writer Marie-Claire Blais for an article
on French culture in the
Spring issue of the Imperial Oil Review,
as well as a two-page
illustration for another article.
. Les Tibbles had a successful showing
of his paintings and
drawings at the Club during February and early
March.
It showed a
versatility of techniques from early sketchbook
drawing to
realistic landscapes and beautiful watercolours
of wildflowers.
The walls of the Great Hall were enriched
for three weeks in
March with rare prints from the collection
of Sid Bersudsky.
On
March 17 Sid enlightened members and guests
with an interesting
discussion of fine art printmaking.
. Currently on the walls of the Club, and
until April 23. is a
showing of drawings and paintings by Club
Curator John Snell.
His watercolours and line drawings indicate
his architectural
disciplines and draftmanship enhanced by
a sensitive and personal
viewpoint.
For years John has been represented
in Club shows and
this solo exhibition is a fitting follow-up
to his previous
successes.
* Recent exhibitions have been held by
a number of Club members:
Roberts Gallery has had solo showings of
work by Mary Anne Ludlam
and Pat Fairhead...Gallery Moos exhibited
new works by Ray
Cattell...and Tom Chatfield had a solo exhibition
at the Lowrie
Gallery.
Margaret Ludwig will be showing recent paintings
at Gallery 306
(80 Spadina Avenue) from May 5-17.
She does much of her painting
at the Holland Marsh and consequently
many of her paintings

j
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feature beautiful skies...Oswald K. Schenk will be showing new
watercolours of marine subjects painted on both east and west
coasts as well as mountain scenes done in British Columbia and
the Yukon.

. Rudolf Stussi and his wife, Jacquie Jacobs, flew into Toronto
recently for a group show at the O'Keefe Centre in which both were
represented. They return to Europe later this month for a solo
exhibition Rudolf will be having in Zurich. Then it's to Germany
where they will have a joint exhibition.
. "Jack Wildridge, master art dealer marks four decades of
fostering artists" was the way the Toronto Sun headed a lengthy
article recently. It traced the role of the gallery through three
generations--Jack's father, the original owner, Jack and now Paul
Wildridge, Jack's son. As an example of how the gallery has
introduced artists to the public, it mentioned Casson's first show
there in 1959.
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COMMENTS BY
CURATOR OF
CLUB COLLECTIONS

Virtually the total collection is now on 'permanent' display at the
Club. Volunteers assisted the curator in hanging works of art in
the second floor hall, office and meeting room. All members should
make a visit to the second floor--we are sure you will be impressed.

LIMERICK BY
NOTHER MEMBER

Philip Mathias has been reading Monty Larkin's limericks with
interest and recently he was prevailed upon to send some of his own
to the Newsletter. He says "remember that I'm a financial
journalist." This one was the result of an Ontario Securities
Commission ruling that a stock market insider is any person who
passes or accepts a tip:
The authorities say that insiders
Are no better than predat'ry spiders;
Their behaviour is rude
And they now include
All rumour-mill investment-policy deciders.

TWENTIES GROUP

0

Variety has been the hallmark of recent presentations to The
Twenties Group. On February 8, Leon Warmski revealed all about the
fast, short and decadent life of Harry Crosby, an American
publisher who wasted most of his life in France in the 20's ... on
February 29, Audrey Garwood brought us back to reality with a slide
presentation of Canadian art in the 20's, and the European
influence on our artists ... Bill McCoy described for us, on March
14, the exciting and highly productive life of Edith Wharton, the
American novelist and essayist ... La Belle Epoque to World War II
was the time span covered by Bill Rogers on March 28, when he
compared for us the lives of two interesting people of that era:
Misia Sert and Winnaretta Singer.

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORON TO * THE ARTS & Lf TTERS CLIL

THE SPRING REVUE

This year's Spring Revue will be the 35th consecutive show that the
Club has produced. However, the current series of shows had its
roots in an earlier time.
On April 2, 1930, Napier Moore produced the first show called
'April Foolies' which was composed of the best acts that had been
presented at monthly Club dinners during the previous 12 months.
That first show had a distinguished cast:

Percy Schuttle, Jack

McLaren, Geoffrey Hatton, Franz Johnston, Bryant Fryer, Walter
Bowes, H.E. Hitchman, Frederic Manning, Aubrey Proctor, Will

Ogilvy, Charles Comfort, Fred Haines, A. Munro Grier, Edgar Stone,
Edgar McInnes, D.M. LeBourdais, E.J. Dinsmore, George Patton and

Napier Moore. Chuck Matthews was in charge of tickets. These
shows were produced every year by Napier until 1948 with the
exception of 1942-1944. Sid Johnston (Lorraine) was in that last
show and has been in shows ever since.
7-UPU
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Revues were dropped until 1954 when President L.A.C. Panton
suggested a renewal in a new form (seating at tables instead of
rows and with members and guests urged to come in costumes

appropriate to the geographical themes of the presentations).

fAjthrough'
VAREy

There was a South Seas event, and one about the Chicago/Speakeasy
era when members entered the Great Hall by going down the stairs,
the furnace and dressing rooms (one had a bathtub in which
'gin' was being made), up stairs onto the stage and then to their
tables. There were French and Italian revues as well. Artist
members were active in those shows and nudes became a feature of
many skits.
Since then the Revue has not missed a year and neither has Roly
Pincoe, stage manager extraordinaire who has worked on the show
longer than anyone else. The late Bill Sheldon appeared regularly
from 1954-1985 and Morna Wales hasn't missed one since 1966.
Other 'longtimers' who will be in this year's Revue are Jack Yocum
and Wilf White at the pianos and Cal Wilson and Brent Rowe who
come up with a new act each year. Is it any wonder that the Revue
is the longest-running annual show in Toronto and a sellout every
year?

THEATRE NEWS

. Tony van Bridge, a former artistic director and actor at the Shaw
Festival dating back to 1968, is returning this summer to direct
'Dangerous Corner', a murder mystery play written by J.B. Priestly.
It will be presented at the Royal George Theatre.
. Still on the subject of Shaw, member Jack McQuaig, a psychologist
by profession and an author of seven books, will speak on 'The Wit
and Wisdom of George Bernard Shaw' at the llth annual Shaw
Festival/York University Seminar to be held at Niagara-on-the-Lake
July 22-24.

'
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. Sometimes late news is still interesting:
on his most recent
three-month holiday abroad, Herbert Whittaker met a number of old
friends. Sir John Gielgud took him to see Anthony and Cleopatra
at the National Theatre, Robert Morley entertained him at a Sunday
brunch in Henley-on-Thames, Herbert gave Christopher Fry a plain
pub lunch near his home in East Dene, and Feliks Topolski invited
him to his studio-home in Whitehall Court to examine his theatre
sketches (Herbert left with three of them).
All those friends
were 80-year-olds or older!

*

ARCHIVES NOTES

Over the years, many members and guests have commented on the
excellent calligraphy in our scrapbooks.
It was all the work of
Frank McKeown who diligently helped to keep the books current.
Frank now finds it difficult to make the trip from his home in
Thornhill, and so has turned in his pen. We are most grateful to
Frank for his quiet but important contribution to Club life. Now
we are in need of a member skilled at lettering. The work takes
about two hours a month, and contributes enormously to members'
enjoyment of the books. If you would like to help the Club in
this way, please contact the anxious archivist now.

Three members have donated items for the archives. John Snell has
given us some programs of early Spring Revues ...
from Doug Caswell
we have received an assortment of art exhibition catalogues ...
Peter Garstang has donated a fine reproduction of a Fred Varley
pencil sketch ...
and

*

Finally, a 'great' from Ted Brock:
everybody can now be an
archivist by depositing newspaper clippings, magazine articles and
anything about Club members in the little drawer to the right of
the scrapbook stand. Materials not used in the scrapbooks are
placed in our archival files.

ANOTHER
LOOK BACK

You'll recall that the Newsletter has been quoting brief items from
Dick Lucas' book Village Humor. Here the last of three:
Member Ned Corbett, the Father of Adult Education in the hinterlands of the Prairies, was listening to a very boring sermon when
he noticed a friend a few places along the church pew. The friend
was hard of hearing and Ned judged by the glazed look in his eyes
that he wasn't hearing a thing. So he sent a note down the pew to
him:
'Yours, my friend, is a blessed affliction'.

DAVID OUCHTERLONY
President 1959-1961

*

The obituary of the Club's 30th President appeared in these pages
only a few months ago, but in his long and useful life David
Ouchterlony contributed enormously to the musical education of his
native country--and to the denizens of 14 Elm Street, his
favourite lunchtime watering hole.
As organist and choirmaster at his beloved "Saint Timothy and All
Eatons", David added a welcome 'high church' flavour to the
services of that former Methodist temple. He established the

«
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church's own choir school, whose choristers toured England and
Scotland and were visiting choir-in-residence at Salisbury

Cathedral.

I

As Principal of the Royal Conservatory of Music from 1968 to 1977,
'Dr. 0.' was a tough but sympathetic mentor to hundreds of
perspiring young musicians; as an adjudicator, his judgments were
always expressed with an elegant, bone-dry wit.
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PAUL A. BRIDLE

As a radio broadcaster on a number of Ontario stations, David
brought good music to a vast audience of relatively unsophisticated
listeners--in easily digestible doses. He also composed a substantial body of music for church use, about which he was exceptionally
modest. It was said of him by a colleague that "he thought music
in the church was an offering to God and did not want to draw
attention to himself."
Born in Guelph, he studied with Healey Willan in Toronto, and in
London and New York. He joined the Arts and Letters Club in 1945,
served dutifully on the Executive, and was elected President in
1959. Throughout an era when the Club's membership included the
elite of Toronto's musical establishment, the Ouchterlony presence
in the Great Hall was a guarantee of informed and lively
conversation. In 1968 David received an honorary degree of Doctor
of Sacred Letters from Victoria College, University of Toronto,
and a decade later was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II medal. His
presidential portrait was drawn by Alan Collier.
A non-resident member for many years, Paul A. Bridle died recently
in Ottawa where he spent a lifetime in government positions. Paul
was the son of Augustus Bridle, the man behind the founding of The
Arts and Letters Club and its fifth president in the years 1913-14.
Paul was an ambassador for a number of years and his visits to the
Club were infrequent. He was a quiet individual and bore a striking
resemblance to his father--tall, with a ruddy complexion and a
preference for tweeds.

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

. Mary Alice Stuart, the chairman of the University of Toronto's
current fund-raising campaign ($100-million), was the subject of
a feature article in a recent issue of the Alumni Magazine.
. Two of our members have received the Order of Ontario:
Floyd
Chalmers for significant accomplishments in journalism and
development of the arts, and Robertson Davies for distinguished
achievements as a scholar, critic and author.

. Harriet Bunting-Weld was recently appointed to the Board of the
Shaw Festival.
. It was bound to happen sometime: one member writing about
another. In this case it was Kay Kritzwiser, writing in the Globe
and Mail about an exhibition of chairs designed and made in Ontario
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that is touring the province.
Member Thomas Howarth, an authority
on furniture, prepared the accompanying catalogue.
Kay said it is
"filled with witty observations as well as a perceptive assessment
of the work of the designers".
. Clinton Barnett is a mild-mannered individual but the ever-rising
cost of unleaded gasoline caused him to express his 'anger' in a
letter to the Toronto Star last month.
. A former member of the Club, Howard Dunnington-Grubb was the
subject of media stories recently rgarding the 75th anniversary
of his founding Sheridan Nurseries.
Howard was a landscape
architect and he brought nurserymen from England to assist him.
Today the firm has 2,500 acres under cultivation and it sells
across this continent and in Europe.
CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Jack Carr, Harry Ferguson, Bill Haehnel, Mary Jane Large, Brian
Maltman, Philip Mathias, John Morrow, Ray Peringer, David SkeneMelvin, John Snell, Arthur Steven, John Watson and Wentworth
Walker.
Editor Howard Gerring.
Deadline for the next issue is
Friday, June 3.
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OUR NEW PRESIDENT

1988

The following is a shortened version of the address President Michael
Spence made to the annual meeting on May 26:
As your incoming President, I intend to strive to maintain the values
that have been forged over the years within the walls of the Great
Hall of the Club.
The unique place that The Arts & Letters Club of
Toronto has earned in the annals of Canadian history must be preserved
and strengthened.
I have a sense that the fundamental purpose of The
Arts & Letters Club as outlined in its
constitution - that of a place
for earnest conversation, discourse and dialogue, in,
about, and for
the arts
and letters
- is still
of value today.
Although many of the issues facing your Executive over the next two
years relate
to the preservation and enhancement of our physical

environment at 14 Elm Street, I do not want the Executive to focus
exclusively on these issues. Your Nominating Committee has put
together an excellent slate
of candidates.
My principle responsibility
is to ensure that they work effectively and efficiently
to
foster the Club's objectives over the long term.
Since you have placed your trust
in me as your 46th President, I
believe you are entitled
to know where I stand on the significant
issues which face the Club today.

On Heritage.
I am determined to respect the history, traditions and
values of the Club.
I believe they are the fundamental foundation
upon which the future of the Club rests.

SHarris
SOn

the Harris painting.

As you know,

the Executive has entrusted the

painting 'Houses on Richmond Street'

to The Art Gallery of

Ontario for safekeeping.
This was done to protect this
extremely
valuable heritage painting from theft as well as to protect
it from
damage during the alterations to our building.
I view the sale of
the Harris painting as a very, very remote possibility,
to be
considered only in a dire emergency when every other avenue of
funding has been totally
and completely exhausted.
On Club size.

I concur with the majority of the membership,
who
responded to the recent survey, that the Club should encourage slow
progressive growth to a level somewhat above our constitutional

limit of 450 resident members.
Should membership growth approach
the constitutional limit, I would ask the Executive to call a
special general meeting to deal with the issue.

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO *
THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUE, L

I

QO the s4le of density rights. Now that we have completed the needs
study, I am confident that the Club's future activities can be contained comfortably within the existing building. Hence I feel we
should move aggressively towards the sale of the density rights on
14 Elm Street, particularly in the light of recent developments in
land values in the downtown Toronto core area. The City of Toronto
is still supporting the sale of density rights to preserve historic
buildings and we should take advantage of the current environment to
discuss with serious buyers the potential sale of both the commercial
and residential density rights before they disappear.
EXECUTIVE NOTES

Our office systems are soon to be put on a computer and a committee
is looking at hardware and useful programs...Commercial inserts with
Club mailings of the Calendar and Playbill have now been banned...
Bar tickets have been discontinued except for special events...
The Club will be closed
for the summer period beginning August 1 and will reopen August 29.
Guest privileges will be available at the University Club of Toronto,
380 University Avenue (597-1336), at The Royal Canadian Military
Institute, 426 University avenue (597-0286) and at The Toronto Press
Club, 5 Wellesley Street (968-9576). Women are not allowed in the
bar at the Military Institute but are welcome for lunch...The Club
has learned that the two parking lots to the west are to be closed
for upward of two years because of a new building project.

MOUTH WATERING

Club Manager Erika Hamann has a suggestion: that members try two new
items being added to the Club menu--pear salad with Stilton cheese,
and spinach salad with grapefruit and raspberry poppyseed dressing!

NEW MEMBERS

Jan Davis, member, is an executive secretary who writes about
Toronto/Ontario history and is interested in painting and theatre.
She was proposed by Loi Hathaway.

4

II

Patricia Tompkins, professional, is manager of the Toronto
Mendelssohn Choir and a past president of the Canadian Music Council.
She was proposed by William Rogers.
Marie-Louise Cusack, junior professional, is a graduate of the
Ontario College of Art. She has had solo shows at the Heliconian
and Elmwood clubs and been represented in many group exhibitions.
She was proposed by Gerry Sevier.
Jean Townsend, professional, is a painter-printmaker and a graduate
of OCA. She has studied in Banff and Mexico, is a member of the
Heliconian club and an associate fellow at York University. Jean
was proposed by W.D. Matheson.
Mary Ann Shemansky, junior professional, is a writer in the field
of film and video, and a cinema studies graduate of the University
of Toronto. She was proposed by Jack Carr.

m
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Anna Ferguson, professional, is an
University of British Columbia and
tion from Harvard. Professionally
television and radio commercials.

actor who has a degree from the
a diploma in business administrashe has performed in some 40
Her proposer was Jack Carr.

Valerie Schatzker, professional, is a musician, an historian and a
producer. She was proposed by Michael Bliss.
Margaret Haist, member, is the widow of our late member Reginald and
well known to numerous members. Her hobby is wild flowers and the
making of pressed-flower designs. Her proposer was D.W. Clarke.
James Mainprize, professional, is an actor, writer and currently
editor-in-chief for Holt, Rinehart & Winston of Canada Ltd. James
was proposed by Norman Hathaway.
RESIGNATIONS

The following resident members have resigned from the Club: Tom
Best, Edmund Bovey, Donald Clarke, James Hozack, John Inglis,
Douglas Kent, Barry Philips, and Rex Trotter; non-resident resignations have been received from Barbara Effer, John Irwin and Kay
McCullough.

LITERATURE

. Virginia Oswell, one of the 'regulars' at the Literary Table, was
the speaker at the first of the LAMPS week activities on May 6. Her
talk, 'Frankenstein Unbound', was a study of the 1816 novel by a 19year-old Mary Shelley. Frankenstein as a literary character has
been the subject of a dozen or more films over the past 50 years.
Virginia went back to the beginning to trace how the Frankenstein
character emerged, its relationship with Greek myth and the horror
characters that have pushed the concept into being the basis for
much of our present science fiction.
In May, The Canadian Jewish News published an article by Virginia
on the English poet, painter and soldier Isaac Rosenberg who died
in France in 1918. It had earlier been a talk to the Club's
Twenties Group.
. Member Ann Mirvish, who once picketed the Club a number of years
ago because she was not permitted to attend a Minds-on-the-Move
' luncheon when her husband was the speaker, gave a delightful talk
· to the Literary Table recently. The subject was The Old Vic theatre
which the Mirvish family has restored to former glory. She traced
" its history from the days as a music hall, then as classic theatre
under Lillian Bayliss and its two-year darkness before Mirvish
purchased it.

»

She ended her talk with an interesting anecdote which 'broke
up' the
group: Since the Queen Mother was to attend the opening night,
Ed
had to meet with her private secretary who came into the room and
introduced himself as Sir Martin Gilbert. Ed replied "Hi, Honest
Ed".

r
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. Ever in the news, Michael Bliss has been named winner of the
$10,000 National Business Book Award for his 'Northern Enterprize'.
The judges described it as "an outstanding contribution to the
written history of Canada". Michael's book 'Banting: A Biography'
is to be released as a McClelland & Stewart paperback as a TV tie-in.
. Austin Clarke, whose 10th book was released some months ago, was a
featured author at a recent Harbourfront reading.
. Edward Borins and his wife Eva have been appointed to the advisory
board of Neuchatel Junior College in Switzerland.
LIBRARY REPORT

Recent acquisitions:
- Brick, a journal of reviews (Toronto)
- Lazarevich, Gordon. The musical world of Frances James and Murray
Adaskin. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 1988
- Storey, Anne. The St. George's Society of Toronto; a history and
list of members 1834-1967. Toronto: St. George's Society/
Agincourt: Generation Press; 1987.
Recent donations from:
- Ray Peringer, nine books, including: Eric Arthur and Witney
Dudley, The Barn, a vanishing landmark in North America. A Touch of
McGeachy: a collection of the best from the pen of J.B. McGeachy.
Herbert Cranston's Etienne Brule; Immortal Scoundrel. Jacket by
C.W. Jeffreys and Thoreau MacDonald. J.E. Middleton's The Romance
of Ontario. Donald Grant Creighton's Dominion of the North; a
history of Canada. Autographed by the author. Jacket design by
Thoreau MacDonald. Robertson Davies' Leaven of Malice. Shakespeare
for Young Readers.
Illustrated by Grant MacDonald. J.V. McAree's
Cabbagetown Store. Culled from our Columns, Longmans, 1962 and
Robert Thomas Allen's When Toronto Was for Kids. Illustrated by
Lewis Parker.
- John R. Ross:

Autobiography.

(privately pub.)

- Audrey M. Matheson: Donald M. Baird's The Story of Firefighting
in Canada. Illustrated by Audrey Matheson. Autographed by author
and artist.
- Robert McMichael:

One Man's Obsession.

Jacket by A.J. Casson.

- Lois Darroch: Lois Darroch's Robert Gourlay, gadfly. The
biography of Robert (Fleming) Gourlay, 1778-1863, the forerunner of
the rebellion in Upper Canada 1837. Autographed by the author.
- David Skene-Melvin: Joyce Boyle's The Stone Cottage Mystery.
Inscribed by the author, in a dust jacket designed and autographed
by Aileen (Tyrrell) Richardson (Morrow).
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Austin Clarke's Proud Empires.
Ted Brocks
author.
by the
-

Inscribed to the Club

Who's Who in Toronto. A celebration of this city and
- Jim Morris:
which contains entries on many, many members of the Club.
Hogiwara Sakutaro's Face at the Bottom of the World;
- Lela Wilson:
and other poems. Illustrated by York Wilson. Jacket illustrated
with a painting by York. Inscribed by Lela and York. Marshall
McLuhan and Wilfred Watson's From Cliche to Archetype.
Maxwell's Plain Talk; memories of an auditor
- Maxwell Henderson:
general. Foreword by Hugh MacLennan. Inscribed to the Club by the
author.
. The Librarian thanks all who submitted entries re last issue's
contest but regrets to say that all entrants were 'wide of the mark'.
Consequently, no prize is awarded. So, instead of saying "The

winner is", we say: "The answers are":
Maria Monk's Awful Disclosures. 1836 (125,000 copies).

Ralph

Connor's Black Rock. (625,000). Robert W. Service's The Spell of
(750,000). Lucy M. Montgomery's
the Yukon; and other verses. 1907.
(750,000) and Gwethalyn Graham's
Anne of Green Gables. 1908.
(1,300,000). Reflecting on these
Earth and High Heaven. 1940.
titles does make one wonder how the U.S. views Canada.
The Librarian heartily thanks all donors over the past year and looks
forward to 1988-89.

At the Thursday LAMPS Week luncheon on architecture, we were honoured
to have Macy Dubois and his partner, Helga Plumb, present. Macy
originally came to Toronto from the U.S.A. as a result of being a
finalist in the international competition for the new City Hall. He
has been responsible for many important commissions ana is now
engaged on the new Canadian Embassy in Beijing, China. His
interesting talk told about the delights (and frustrations) of this
ongoing project. Recognition of local influences were shown on
aspects, such as the fascinating brick design. Macy was a member of
the Club many years ago and it is hoped that he will be encouraged
to rejoin us.

ARCHITECTURE

MUSIC
*^^

On April 6, members and guests were treated to a delightful concert
by Jean Edwards, resident member and soprano extraordinaire. The
_ concert was Jean's contribution to the Club's Building Fund, for

which we are all extremely grateful.
Jean was accompanied by Nancy Antonacci, a member of the Toronto
Heliconian Club, and a frequent contributor to concerts at The Arts
& Letters Club. In addition, the concert featured clarinetist
Catherine Campbell, pianist Ina Moffat and trumpeter Andras Molnar.

The program opened with two characteristic arias by Handel, each with

CLUEI
THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS

a brilliant trumpet obligato. Then came three short groups of lieder
by Schubert, Mahler and Strauss. After the intermission came
Scaramouche by Darius Milhaud, a suite for two pianos with a rhythmic
finale in the South American style. This was followed by Schubert's
monumental 'Der Hirt auf dem Felsen' for soprano, clarinet and piano
and finally three short folk songs including an unusual setting of
the familiar Londonderry Air with the accompaniment supplied by a
clarinet alone.
. The final lunchtime recital of the season took place on April 12
when we were entertained by Frances Frost, violin, accompanied at the

piano by her sister, Sarah. What distinguished this concert from all
the previous ones was the tender ages of the performers--Frances is
10 and Sarah is 13. But be assured that their program was anything
but 'kid stuff' and they played it very well! It consisted of three
numbers, an adagio by Vivaldi, a concerto movement by Viotti and a
capriccio by Paganini, the last of which was a truly virtuoso piece.
Frances is the current winner of The Arts & Letters Club scholarship
at the Royal Conservatory and, after hearing this concert, it was
obvious that the judges had chosen well. We shall hear much more of
this young lady and our Club should be proud to have sponsored such
an outstanding talent.
I.ain Scott's topic for the final event of LAMPS Week was 'Lamps in
Opera'. lain, who works for Deloitte, Haskins and Sells by day is
by night an opera buff, lecturer and educator. He teaches opera
appreciation courses at the University of Toronto and has been a
frequent panelist on the Texaco Opera Quiz. His most recent venture
is establishment of the Toronto Opera Club for people who wish to
learn more about this art form.

His talk cleverly showed, by means of appropriate examples, how each
of our disciplines has been incorporated into opera. For Literature,
he used a poem by Andre Chenier, set to music by Giordano; for
Architecture, an aria from Tannhauser; for Music, an excerpt from
Ariadne auf Naxos by Richard Strauss; for Painting, an aria from
Tosca; and for Sculpture, the spine-chilling conclusion to Don
Giovanni.
The large audience in the Great Hall showed its appreciation with
loud applause.
. Jean Edwards has donated a copy of her new digital L.P. record and
cassette tape to The Arts & Letters Club library. Parts of the
record, entitled 'Song Spectrum', were recently featured on
'Gilmour's Album' on CBC-FM and CBC-AM. Tapes and records of this
recording can be purchased at A & A's or Sam's on Yonge Street, or
at The Classical Record Shop in Hazelton Lanes.
OUR WORLD OF ART

. Doris McCarthy was the subject of a film screened for a large
audience at the Club when her solo exhibition opened on May 9 for a

three-week showing. The paintings ranged from large, dramatic oils
of recent Arctic travels to brilliant watercolours. It was an
impressive insight into the talents of an energetic artist who taught
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at Central Technical School for four decades.
. Oswald Schenk had virtually a sold-out opening at the Merton Gallery
on May 9 when several hundred admirers turned up despite heavy rain.
One collector telephoned from the east coast to reserve a painting.
The watercolours covered seascapes, shorelines and landscapes done
with transparent washes, fine detail and attention to atmosphere.
One interesting feature was his lyrical titles.

^-Casson's
ma

. The Club celebrated the 90th birthday of A.J. Casson on May 17 with
a dinner co-chaired by Ted Brock and John Snell. Franklin Arbuckle
was the speaker and he used a handsome selection of slides to show
early works, his dramatic progression to membership in the
Group of Seven and later development to the beautifully designed
paintings that have brought him fame. The evening concluded with the
showing of a cardigan sweater with 90+, AJC and the A & L crest
knitted and embroidered by member Mary Corelli that was sent to Cass
along with the signatures of all present.
On the same day, a 'Casson's Cassons' exhibition opened at The
McMichael Canadian Collection in Kleinburg. All of the paintings on
display are from his personal collection. The Club's bronze portrait
of Cass by Past President Kenneth Jarvis has been loaned to the
gallery for the duration of the exhibition which is open until
August 14.
And in the news recently was an announcement that a hill in the Bale
Fine area near Killarney Park will be named Casson Peak. Cass knows
the area well and has been lobbying to stop commercial mining there.
. Anthony Batten welcomed a large number of members and guests at the
opening of his solo exhibition at the Club on May 30, when many of
the works were sold that night. The show continues until June 24.
Batten is a highly respected artist and the City of Toronto recently
purchased a painting for presentation to the Duke and Duchess of York.
The works on display are the result of trips to England, Italy, the
U.S.A. and here in Canada. It also marked the beginning of a one-year
sabbatical from his responsibilities as head of Visual Arts at Sir
Oliver Mowat Collegiate Institute.
. The silhouette drawings in this issue are the work of new member
and professional artist Stephen V. Quinlan. They appeared originally
in Toronto Life magazine.
. Marie-Louise Cusack, a new junior professional member, has an
exhibition of her recent paintings in the Loggia Gallery at the
Jewish Community Centre, 4588 Bathurst Street. It continues until
June 30. Marie-Louise also had an exhibition at L'Alliance Francais,
Spadina Road, in May. Some of the works in that show were from a
Paris exhibition 'Made in France' that she created during a year's
visit there. Recently she was the subject of a ten-page, full-colour
article in Studio. And she will be having a major solo show in
England in early 1989. A talented, energetic junior professional!
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. Douglas Edwards will be showing recent paintings in the Atlantic
seacoast town of Bastad, Sweden, on the weekend of June 24. It
coincides with the Swedish midsummer festivities and will include
skyscapes and landscapes of both Sweden and southern Ontario--a
comparison of similarities of geography and cultures.
. Currently, Audrey Garwood has an exhibition of oils, watercolours
and drawings at the Geraldine Davis Gallery, 225 Richmond Street
West. It continues until June 25 and features the second
of her
'fantasy garden on the hill' series of works. Anne Meredith Barry
had a solo show at the same gallery in May.
* 'Colour and Light', an exhibition of paintings, drawings
and woodengravings by Barbara Howard, opens on June 29, continuing until
August 13, at The Georgetown Cultural Centre, 9 Church Street,
Georgetown. The sea, in some of its many aspects, as well as
organic
landscape forms, provide the material for this exhibition, which
is
The Cultural Centre's feature event for this summer.
* Tyrrell Morrow has created designs for application
to Coalport
plates commemorating the 100th anniversary of the founding of
Moulton College. One plate depicts the portico of the
building that
stood at Bloor and Yonge Streets and the other the school
crest in
gold and blue. Tyrrell also incorporated the crest
into spoons, and
the pins that were given to over 250 alumnae and guests
who attended
an anniversary dinner.
. Four works of art were presented at the Club's annual
meeting: a
dramatic portrait of out-going President David Franco by
Tom McNeely
who is famed for his National Geographic portraits;
a richly painted
1987-88 Executive List by Tom Bjarnason; a thumbprints
and signatures
1985-86 Executive List designed by Leslie Trevor and
completed by Ray
Cattell; and a calligraphic tribute to Past President
Kenneth Jarvis
for his leadership in the purchase of our building, also
prepared by
Ray with input from Sid Bersudsky.
* Norman Hathaway, president of the Ontario College of Art
from 1983
to 1987, is being followed by Timothy Porteous, a former
director of
the Canada Council.
* The Club's Life Drawing group, which meets on Thursday
evenings
from 7:30 to 10 p.m., will start a daytime group for members
and
guests on Friday, October 10 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Unlike the
evening group, which charges $5.00 an evening, the daytime
group's
rate is $50.00 a month, payable in advance.
The new group is looking for models and will pay volunteers
$40.00
and lunch per day. It is also seeking colourful objects
such as
drapery, furniture or mirrors to be used as backdrops.
Further
information is available from Audrey Garwood who has an answering
machine at 699-8058.
* In brief: Alan Collier addressed the graduating class
at the
Ontario College of Art recently...Kathleen Graham
is one of six
artists represented in a 'Contemporary Landscape' art exhibition
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sponsored in New York City by Associated American Artists. It is
open until July 1...Christopher Adeney will have a show of his
watercolours and set designs at the Lindsay Gallery from June 24 to
July 16. Chris is manager of Set Design for TV Ontario and is a
regular designer for Dennis Sweeting's Kawartha Summer Theatre. So,
on July 2, at 2 p.m., Chris will conduct a backstage tour through
the theatre and the set shop...Rudolph Stussi has designed the set
and costumes for the play 'Rattle in the Dash' which has been
playing at Tarragon's Extra Space Theatre...in the last Newsletter
we erred in saying "a photograph of Healey Willan at the organ was
featured on a 17 cent stamp". The illustration was a painting by
Huntley Brown and the stamp was designed by member Ralph Tibbles.
. As with a number of Canadian corporations, Du Pont of Canada has
an art collection and recently it had an official opening of its
new headquarters in Mississauga. This collection has special
interest to our Club: the Curator is Club member Ken Smith and he
has put together a collection of 230 works of contemporary art that
is well balanced and a pleasure to the eye. Also it contains works
by the following Club members: Franklin Arbuckle (and his wife
Frances-Anne Johnston who died recently), Geoffrey Armstrong, David
Blackwood, Ann Clarke, Alan Collier, the late Joachim Gauthier,
Mackay Houstoun, Oswald Schenk and William Sherman. David
Blackwood's 36 etchings, watercolours and monotypes form one of two
specialized collections within the main collection. A massive
sculpture based on the Greek legend of Daedalus and Icarus dominates
the 60-foot-high lobby of the building. Members who are able to
arrange a visit to the office will be rewarded.

STAGE

The Thursday evening dinner of LAMPS Week featured the well-known
Canadian actor R.H. Thomson. He gave a stirring and patriotic
address in which he condemned the free trade agreement with the U.S.
Thomson feels strongly that it will have disastrous effects on our
Canadian culture.
As an example, he pointed out that there are major philosophic
differences regarding radio and television: Canada sees them being
used for the public good, the U.S. for profit. Much of prime time
on U.S. channels and our own commercial networks are violence and
game shows. He believes there should be a strong CBC and that CTV
should be held to its original mandate.
According to Thomson, Canadian businessmen are anxious to be part of
the U.S. economy, yet the U.S. is in debt and because it is unable
to compete in world markets, it is attempting to restructure world
trade. In the EEC, all countries are mature and equal; Canada, he
says, is immature and is thinking of tying itself to a giant.

A REVIEW
OF THE REVUE

(

Our 35th consecutive annual Spring Revue was entitled 'That Golden
Age'. The title had a dual meaning: it stood for the golden years
of retirement, after 65, as well as the former golden years of other
wonderful times and well-loved heroes.
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Lisa Lambert sang a very witty solo, which she had written, about the
attractive lady of 93 years who kept up her youthful face and figure
because she avoided all those daily predicaments that harrass us so
much--in fact, she didn't do anything at all!
'My Hero' was a brilliant two-hander starring John Lytle,
realistically playing the part of the 'party animal' the morning
after, and Gail Robinson as his wife. This very amusing piece was
written and directed by Jim Morris.
Ted Brock then sang two 'golden oldies' to fill in "while they're
getting ready for a big production number".
That number featured many of the cast, especially Jo Currie who
danced the part of the lady known as 'Lou'. It explained the 'real'
background for Robert Service's inspirational poetry as seen by the
writer, Doug Omand. A very professional number, well written, well
directed, well choreographed and well performed by everyone.
'Today's Hero', in a poem written by John McKellar and performed by
Ted Brock, turned out to be anyone who could fill out a 1987 tax
return...Brent Rowe and Cal Wilson, in song and dance, explained the
reason why the west was lost, featuring the A & L horses...and Paul
Lamek sang a number that he had written about youth and why he, like
Chevalier, was glad he wasn't young any more.
The first act closed with a medley of old favourites featuring most
of the cast and choreographed by Betty Trott. In one number Jack
Yocom did a tap-dance while playing the piano--that man's talent has
no limit!
The second act opened with 'The Golden Age of Theatre' where the
'Scarborough Theatre Group' were invited to do an impromptu
rendition of life in a senior citizens' retirement home. This piece
featured original music by Jack Yocom and words by Pat Hume. It was
perhaps the most ambitious piece of the evening and worked well.
Pat and Morna Wales, who always seem to work well together, told, in
Doug Omand's words, and with Wilf White's music, how much fun they
had back when they were 17. Then followed 'My Heroine', the sequel
to the first half's 'My Hero', again featuring Gail Robinson and
John Lytle. This time Gail was trying to remember the night before
with John recounting what happened.
The next item was Jean Edwards and Don Pounsett singing three old
favourites...Lisa Lambert appeared with John Rammell in 'That Golden
Fish', a number that she and some friends had written...'Nifty Boots'
saw Cal and Brent returning to the stage in their accomplished
wooden-Dutch-shoe dance...and 'Favourite Things' turned out to be
Paul Lamek telling us about Jimmy Swaggart's 'favourite things'. All
too soon came the finale with everyone in gold.
All in all, a well-paced, sparkling performance which benefited
greatly by John Cozen's choral directing and Betty Trott's choreography. The costumes, arranged and supervised by Ginny Oswell and

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUIE

Di Hore, were especially good, as were the sound effects by David
Priddle and the many special effects by set designer Harley Morden.
No wonder the show is always a sell-out long before it opens.

(!

Member R.M. (Mac) McLean has kindly recalled a number of interesting
Club events that took place in the twenties. Here is the first of
them:

ANOTHER
LOOK BACK

"Between the years 1925 and 1927 a few of the students at the Ontario
College of Art, in Toronto, had a string orchestra with a piano.
They played for dinners at The Arts & Letters Club as well as for the
Heliconian Club.
"The leader of the orchestra was a violin player, Arthur (Bud)
Burrows. The pianist was Francis (Livingston) Kennedy. The first
violins were played by Walter Murch and Gordon Webber, Mary Byers and
I played the second violins and Tom (Tony) Stone the cello.

Tfl

"Playing at The Arts & Letters Club was always an evening to look
forward to, because we were seated on the east end of the balcony and
we could see everything that went on below and on the stage. It is a
wonder that the balcony did not fall down because the upright piano
was right down in the front of the balcony.
"Some of the music we played was from the 'Student Prince', waltzes,
marches, all light dinner music. When the dinner was over the
members put on skits with the female roles played by men."

4I

The U.S. President's Message to the First Secretary

FROM MONTY LARKIN

You may Think that
'Though I Show & I
I Hear all the
I'm True to my
And it's All, I am
THE TWENTIES GROUP

I'm Living on Mars
Feel earthly Scars
Hypes
Stripes
Told, in my Stars

The current season of The Twenties Group ended on two high notes:
On April 11, Virginia Oswell presented an informative paper on the
English poet and painter Isaac Rosenberg. Although he is
anthologized only as a World War I poet, Virginia showed us that
Rosenberg's talents extend to the whole range of human experience.
Then on May 9, Leon Warmski returned us to Paris in the 1920's with
a paper on Gertrude Stein, a writer those influence on 20th century
literature is gradually being recognized.
Who paints the painters? In the case of The Group of Seven, it was
Joachim Gauthier, a former member of the Club who died in April of
this year at the age of 90.

JOACHIM GEORGE
GAUTHIER

Ii

Joe Gauthier came from North Bay to study under J.E.H. MacDonald and

I
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Franklin Carmichael and to work--as so many talented painters did--

for Sampson Matthews Limited.

One of his major commissions, many

years later, was to undertake the portraits of The Group of Seven
The Province of
members for the McMichael Collection in Kleinburg.
Ontario presented a painting by Joe Gauthier to Pope Paul VI; it now
hangs in the Vatican.

Joe became a member of the Club in 1935, resigned shortly afterwards
and rejoined in 1975.
He was a frequent companion of Casson,
Carmichael and other Club members on sketching trips, was a member
of the R.C.A., the O.S.A. and the C.S.P.W.
A traditionalist, he
stood somewhat aside from The Group of Seven and "admired, but never
agreed with, Lawren Harris's late preoccupation with abstract

painting."
DAVID W. MASCALL

On Sunday, May 15, Resident Member David W. Mascall died in Toronto.
David was a frequent attender at Minds-on-the-Move and Members
Dinners. A quiet gentleman, David had a lifelong interest in the
arts. His late wife, Betty, was a long-time member of the University
Alumnae Dramatic Club. Daughter Jennifer has made a career in the
world of dance, and now resides in Vancouver. Son Blair has recently
embarked on a career in arts consultancy with the Woods Gordon
Company of Toronto. Hence the Mascall influence seems destined to
continue to support the development of the arts in Canada. David
will be missed, but the memory of a distinguished gentleman of The
Arts & Letters will remain.

JOSEPH W. BARFOOT

Joe Barfoot died a few weeks ago and
pleasureable it was to be with him.
about, was always in good humour and

many members will recall how
He always had something to talk
was usually witty.

A man of many parts, Joe was a trustworthy, low-key insurance agent
(for many years he insured the instruments of the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra), a beekeeper, naturalist and potter. His pottery was
exhibited at the Club and was much sought after. A number of Toronto
potters received their early training from Joe.
In his earlier days he devoted much of his time to young people,
teaching in Sunday School and working with the Boy Scouts.
He was
also a man of courage, keeping mobile despite lifelong infirmities
and retaining his faculties, as we would wish for ourselves, right
to the end.
He joined the Club in 1953 and attended regularly until a few years
ago. He treasured his membership and continued it to his death at
the age of 93.
Jay Manning who had known him for over 40 years was apparently the
last visitor Joe had.
On that occasion, on being congratulated on
the plants in the window of his room and being reminded that he
always did have a green thumb, Joe quipped "Yes, and my fountain
pen always leaked green ink!"
What a way to go.

I

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUE

ARCHIVES NOTES
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Among the most attractive of the Club's Executive Lists are those by
A. Scott Carter. He was a well-known illuminator with a special
interest in medieval design. In 1929 Carter designed and illuminated
The Visitors Book of Upper Canada College, including a hand-crafted
leather cover. Four photographs of the pages from this book were
recently donated to the Archives by Life Member Les Trevor. A most
welcome addition to our substantial Carter file. Also from Les we
received copies of two music compositions by Eric Aldwinckle: one
song is entitled 'Preamble', the other is a signed tribute to
Reginald Godden.
. Fergus Cronin has given us an interesting item. It's a 1959 booklet describing Camp Ponacka, the cover of which was designed by
Adrian Dingle. By the way, Camp Ponacka was founded and is still
operated by non-resident member Bruno Morawetz. Walter Coucill
painted extensively at the camp and some of his works are still on
display. Also from Fergus we have a copy of the poem 'P. Barnacle'
by J.E.H. MacDonald which was read at the Artists' Jamboree in 1928.
. From Ann Rothery, we have received an undated program of
Shakespeare's 'Twelfth Night' produced and directed by a former
member, the late Earle Grey. Among the performers, we recognize
Robert Christie, Geoffrey Hatton and Norman McLean.
. Jim Morris has donated a cassette and script of his radio play
'Where Does The News Come From?'.
This play was performed in 1984
on the CBC program Nightfall.

*

. Aubrey Gray has given us a substantial amount of sheet music,
which will require much time to sort.
. Special thanks to members who take photographs of Club activities
and then pass copies to Archives: Ron Vickers, John Scott, Alan
Carrie, Tom Hull, Jo Currie and Dick Mastin.

IAN PAUL CAMERON
President: 1961-1963

I
1

: ^ i ri
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Businessman, administrator, musician and courteous gentleman, lan
Cameron in many charming ways was a Highland laird straight out of
Sir Walter Scott. It was typical of lan's irreproachable honesty
that he insisted on his membership category being changed from
Professional to Non-Pro when he thought that his business responsibilities had begun to outweigh his musical activities.
He joined the Club in 1937, served on the Executive Committee and
was elected President in 1961. He was made a Life Member in 1982.
After a period of failing health, which kept him from the Club
except on very special occasions, lan died in February, 1985.
Ian laboured in the finance department of the Canadian National
Exhibition and served for some years as Comptroller of the newly
established Polymer Corporation in Sarnia.
Blessed with a mightily resonant bass-baritone voice, lan joined
the Conservatory Choir in 1927, later becoming its President.
After the Choir had been amalgamated with the Mendelssohn in 1945,

lan served as its Honorary Vice-President.
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Ian Cameron's aristocratic looks and bearing were complemented by
an extraordinary charm and elegance of character. His presidential

portrait is by Alan Collier.
ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

. A number of our members are setting birthday records these days:
Jack Prior, 80; Life Member W. Arthur Irwin, now living in Victoria,
90; Life Member A.J. Casson, 90; Life Member Frank Carrington, still
driving his car at age 94 and Life Member C.A.G. Matthews, his 98th.
. 'Honest Ed' Mirvish recently entertained a delegation from the
USSR at Ed's Warehouse. The party included the editor of Pravda,
the Dean of Moscow University, and the Director of the USSR-Canada
Club. On other occasions Ed has entertained Russian hockey players,
artists and the Soviet astronaut Valentina Tereshkova.
. Mary Jane Large wrote to The Globe and Mail recently to correct a
statement that Spring Thaw is Canada's longest-running revue. We
quote: "In fact, Spring Thaw grew out of the Annual Revue produced
by members of The Arts & Letters Club".
. Murray Ross is another member who has been honoured with the Order
of Canada.
. Four other Club members have received Volunteer Service Awards
under an Ontario government program in which individuals are
nominated by organizations. They are: Dr. Donald Fraser
(University Settlement Recreation Centre), Lt. Col.
Norman B.
Hathaway, K.L.J. (The 78th Fraser Highlanders, Fort York Garrison),
Dr. John Scott (The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority), and lain W. Scott (The Canadian Opera Company).
. Two Club members who are justly praised these days are Roly Pincoe
who this year served as Spring Revue Stage Manager for the 35th
consecutive year, and Jack Carr who was Chairman of the LAMPS Week
Committee.
. John McKeller is a lawyer and in that capacity he acted on the
Club's purchase of its building from The St. George's Society of
Toronto. Also, he has found time to be the senior producer of recent
Spring Revues. This year he decided to enter into the production
field in a professional way as one of the producers of a new
commercial production 'Sullivan and Gilbert', a play with music,
which opened in April at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa and will
open at the St. Lawrence Centre in Toronto on June 23 for a summer
run and then moves to the Kennedy Center after Labour Day. It is a
warm and witty comedy of a day in the life of William S. Gilbert and
Sir Arthur Sullivan at the height of their fame.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

William Haehnel, Montague Larkin, Jay Manning, Richard Mastin, John
McKeller, R.M. McLean, John Morrow, Raymond Peringer, Elmer Phillips,
William Sherman, David Skene-Melvin, John Snell, Michael Spence and
John Watson. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are
welcomed. Deadline for the next issue is Friday, August 5.
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August, 1988
FROM THE
PRESIDENT'S
NOTEBOOK

A number of members have remarked on the increased level of activity
in the Club during June and July. In past years, these two months
have traditionally been 'low key', with the Club operating at a loss
because few members bothered to come to lunch and few, if any,
programs were scheduled.
Not so in 1988!
Thanks to the efforts of the Activities Committee
under the leadership of Zora Buchanan, Club programs continued
throughout June and July. Members enjoyed a movie night (complete
with popcorn), a night of song and entertainment on both piano and
organ from Stan King, a fascinating one-man show by Heath Lamberts
and an equally fine panel discussion, organized by David SkeneMelvin, by four widely-acclaimed crime writers (Howard Engel, Ted
Wood, Medora Sale and Eric Wright).
The summer schedule of
activities finished with a picnic in High Park to see 'Blood Brothers'
and a visit to the Royal Canadian Yacht Club, arranged by Ted Brock.
Thanks to a special group of members, the Great Hall has been spruced
up by a new covering on the wall panels.
Pat Fairhead organized a
team consisting of Bob Hume, Peter Garstang, Audrey Garwood, Roly
Pincoe, Kay Murray Weber, Karen Kulyk, Jane Champagne, Rod Carruthers,
Reg Wallace and Diane Hore to do the job and many members have
commented on the improved appearance.
I'm pleased to report that the design submitted by Ralph Tibbles in
the Club flag competition was selected unanimously by the Jury
Committee (Chris Yaneff, Art Steven and Gerald Sevier) as well as
approved by the Executive. Peter Hermant suggested the need for a
distinctive Club flag and he is now arranging for it to be made.
There will be a flag-raising ceremony and the date will be announced
later.
Current issues before your Club executive include planning the
changes to the building under the supervision of the architectural
firm of Armstrong Molesworth Shepherd. We hope to have plans and
drawings available to the membership early in the Fall.
In the

meantime, fund raising continues under the able chairmanship of Don
Fraser. Don will report on the progress of the campaign at the first
Members' Dinner in September.
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Members no doubt have seen the increased construction activity brought
about by Toronto College Park Developments as it prepares the excavation for the three-storey parking garage immediately behind our
building. The House Committee is keeping in close touch with College
Park in order to protect the Club's interests.
We have had a condition survey carried out on the building and it
found the building sound and in good repair. The major weakness is
the ancient plumbing and heating system, which will have to be
replaced during the forthcoming renovations. A revamped electrical
system will also be required.
I consider it a privilege to be able to share these observations and
thoughts with you and I solicit your questions, comments and
suggestions either in person or by a note addressed to my attention
at the Club.

EXECUTIVE NOTES

In keeping with a natural desire of the Club to be paid for what it
sells, the Executive recently adopted the following:
'Policy for Payments in the Bar and
Dining Room and for Club Events'
"Bills for meals, bar and Club events may be paid by cash, currentdated cheque, or valid credit card. Payments must be made at the
time of purchase.
"If a member's credit card is found not to be valid, the account must
be settled at once by other means, preferably cash.
"A member whose cheque to the Club is returned NSF, must settle the

arrear account, plus any penalty charged on the NSF cheque,
immediately by cash.
"Cheques will not be cashed by the Club."

. The memberships of Georgette Manning and Dan Needles have been
changed to non-resident...An official copy of the Club Constitution
will be produced and distributed 'in due time'...A letter has been

1sent to Sotheby's stating that the painting 'Houses, Richmond Street,
1911' by Lawren Harris is not for sale...In the future, Pub Nights
will be called Club Nights, and when Monday is a holiday, Club Night
will be held on Tuesday...A new floor has been laid in the kitchen
with supervision by Roly Pincoe...A window air-conditioner has been
installed in the office, a gift from Life Member Wentworth Walker...
The Club's computer (a Macintosh) is now in operation...David
Mitchell is heading the committee in charge of density rights...
Geoffrey Armstrong has resigned as Chairman of the Planning Committee
and will abstain from voting on decisions affecting Armstrong
Molesworth Shepherd...Ted Brock was Chairman of the Lamps Week
Committee, not Jack Carr as was incorrectly reported in the last
Newsletter. Jack was Chairman in 1987.

(
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1988-89
OFFICERS AND

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
Officers:

President
Vice-President
Vice-President House
Secretary
Treasurer
Counsel & Assoc. Sec.

Michael Spence
Ernest Sirluck
Jack Carr
Ted Brock
Peter Hart
John Lytle

Executive Members servinR the

Executive Members Elected

Second Year of their term:

for I a Two-year
Term:
_
•

--

-

,,

,

Id

,

--

-

Zora Buchanan
James Dingwall
Pat Fairhead
Donald Fraser
David Priddle

Geoffrey Armstrong
Georgette (Jo) Currie
David Mitchell
Ann Rothery
Ronald Ross
Leslie Tibbles
Reginal Wallace

Standing committees

Chairperson

Finance
Membership
House
Activities
Art
Nominating

Peter Hart
David Priddle
Jack Carr
Zora Buchanan
Pat Fairhead
John Lytle

Other committees
Fund raising
Planning
Communications
Music
Theatre

Donald Fraser
Geoffrey Armstrong
Ann Rothery
Ron Ross
Jo Currie

The President's nominations for
appointments for 1988-1989:
1
_

__

I]

Archivist
Librarian
Curator
Newsletter Editor
Spring Show
Stage Manager
Chaplain
Monthly Calendar

I

Raymond Peringer
David Skene-Melvin
John Snell
Howard Gerring
John McKellar
Roly Pincoe
John Wevers
John Renouf

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUE

THE LITERARY TABLE

Donald Sutherland was the first chairman of the Literary Table,
followed in 1985 by Campbell Hughes--one distinguished publisher
succeeding another. And Scot to Scot.
Donald set the style and traditions of the assembly, some desirable
to emulate, some impossible--who else could introduce all of the
individuals at the table without looking at the member/guest book?
Campbell took over an active group, cheerfully thriving on its
idiosyncracies. He had already served as Club Secretary and every
Tuesday during the season (missing very few) he brought to the LAMPS
room a cordial welcome, a wealth of anecdotes, a knowledge of
Canadian and Ontario history, an intimate acquaintance with the
literary scene and writers world-wide. And a laugh to be heard in
the Great Hall.
Campbell is stepping down as chairman, but is not departing. He is
being followed by a Literary Table regular--Harry Girling, a retired
professor of English at York University. His specialty is the works
of Henry James; his habit is to "bend the ear of anyone willing to
listen to him talk about movies."
Literary Table members think of
him as a quiet, receptive, easy-going individual--which also is an
apt description of Literary luncheons.

MINDS ON
THE MOVE

We'll have a new host for Minds on the Move luncheons during the
coming year.
Peter Hermant has been elected President of the
Toronto Board of Trade and has handed the reins to Past President
Elmer Phillips.
Actually it will be a second tour of duty
responsible for luncheon speakers back in
presidency (1967-69).
He was followed by
(Chick) Henry who coined the Minds on the
many outstanding speakers.

for Elmer since he was
the days of John Yocom's
the late Dr. Charles
Move name and arranged for

Peter assumed the role of host in 1978 and he set a record by
arranging for over 50 individuals--such as Sir Ralph Richardson-to address the Club on a wide range of timely topics.
Peter has
now moved on, Elmer is back and a fine 20-year Club tradition
continues.

OUR WORLD OF ART

The current summer art exhibition in the Club features works by
members of the Art Committee, including Franklin Arbuckle, Ray
Cattell, Alan Collier, Michael Crawford, Pat Fairhead, Audrey
Garwood, Robert hume, John Joy, Ted McCormack, Brian McDowell, Tom
McNeely, John Secord, John Snell, Arthur Steven and Les Tibbles.
Subjects range from Australian mountains to the Northwest
Territories, Newfoundland, the Yukon, Quebec, Yorkshire and 'Beyond'
(the title of an abstract).
Two humorous sculptures are part of the
exhibition.
. The next art exhibition at the Club, paintings by members, will be
juried on Saturday, September 12 by Geoff Armstrong, David Mitchell

*
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A special opening on
and Art Steven with Pat Fairhead as alternate.
September 12 is being planned by Tom McNeely, Bill Sherman, Michael
Crawford and Shirley Fineblit.
. Life Member Alf Casson has been back in the news again, this time
in 'LeisureWays' magazine which quoted him as saying "I've enough
ideas for paintings to keep me busy for another 20 years."...Charles
to create three-dollar
Hilder had an unusual assignment recently:
The 'bills' are being
'Blarney Bucks' for the Council of Canadians.
Beverley
raiser...When
as
a
fund
and
used to protest Free Trade
and
Pachter
Charles
Summit,
Toronto
the
Street was reopened after
10th
the
and
occasion
the
celebrate
to
party
friends held a street
shop...
anniversary of his studio's location in an old blacksmith's
Jane Champagne was the recipient of the City of North York's 1988
Purchase Award at its annual art exhibition...Pat Fairhead will have
a showing of her paintings at Gallery 1667 in Halifax beginning
Thursday October 13.
. The illustrations in this issue--of objects throughout the Club
that we sometimes take for granted--are by member James Small whose
Other
work has appeared in the Newsletter on several occasions.
the
to
contact
asked
are
a
contribution
making
in
artists interested
editor.

PLAY READING GROUP

In its first year of existence, the Club's Play Reading Group has
quickly become an enthusiastic and cohesive entity. From Shakespeare
through Shaw to Eliot and Pirandello, the group has explored plays

both classical and modern.

Of note was the Christmas program,

featuring Dylan Thomas' A Child's Christmas in Wales, along with
In
other seasonal readings from the group's personal favourites.
who
Morris,
by
Jim
play
radio
delightful
a
group
read
the
May
attended the reading and afterwards played for the group the original
CBC performance tape.
Early in the new year the group performed a reading of Fry's
t
' (wt

The Lady's Not For Burning at a Guest Night. Ably directed by John
Rammell and featuring Corinne McLuhan, Peter Hart, Monty Larkin,
Violet Thresher, Mary Jane Large, Howard Chapman, Leon Warmski, Jo
Currie and John Rammell, the performance was warmly received.
For the coming season, the group will again meet at 6:30 p.m. on the
third Monday of each month, in the LAMPS Room. All members are
warmly welcomed as participants or observers! Jo Currie, the group's
ad hoc 'leader' in its break-in year, has turned over the reins to
the new Chair, Kay Kritzwiser, who will be assisted by Violet
Thresher and Howard Chapman. They suggest you watch the monthly

Playbill for specific dates.
LIBRARY REPORT

Recent Acquisitions
Darroch, Lois.
Merritt; 1981.

Bright land; a warm look at Arthur Lismer. Toronto:

Art and war: Canadian war memorials; a selection of the works

=1

TrLHEARTS

& LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUI

executed for the Canadian War Memorials Fund to form a record of
Canada's part in the Great War and a memorial to those Canadians who
have made the Great Sacrifice. London: For the Canadian War Records
Office by Colour Ltd. Tipped-in colqur plates by such noted Club
members as Capt. T.H. Varley, Capt. J.W. Beatty, Lieut. A.Y. Jackson,
as well as by others such as Lieut. P. Wyndham Lewis and Lieut. Paul
Nash.
Recent Donations
The Librarian expresses his gratitude on behalf of the Club to the
following members for the noted donations:
Anthony Adamson:
Anthony Adamson's Wasps in the attic.

Toronto: the author; 1987.

Ernest Sirluck:
Eugene V. Rostow's Nationalism and the university. Toronto: York
University; 1973. (The Frank Gerstein Lectures, 1971), which
contains Ernest Sirluck's The neutrality of the university;
institution and discipline.
Ernest Sirluck's Paradise Lost; a deliberate epic. Cambridge, Eng.:
W. Heffer; 1967. (Churchill College Overseas Fellowship Lecture
Number One); and,
John Milton Complete prose works; vol.2: 1643-1648.
Sirluck. New Haven, Conn.: Yale U.P.; 1959.

Ed. by Ernest

Susan Schellenberg:
R.H. Rabjohn's A diary; the story of my experience: in France and
Belgium, during the World War 1914-1918. Burlington, Ontario: CDM
Business Services.
Wentworth Walker:
Ruth Hayden's Mrs. Delany; her life and her flowers.
British Museum; 1980, 1986.

London:

John Snell:
Robert J. Lamb's The Canadian Art Club 1907-1915.
Edmonton, Alberta:
The Edmonton Art Gallery; 1988, inscribed by the author to the Club.
It contains many references to the Club, its members and photographs
from the Club's archives.
Marion B. MacRae:
Marion MacRae's MacNab of Dundurn.

Toronto:

Clarke, Irwin; 1971.

Marion MacRae's and Anthony Adamson's Cornerstones of Order;
courthouses and town halls of Ontario, 1784-1914. Toronto: Clarke,
Irwin; 1983.

Dr. John W. Scott:
lan Thom's Murals from a great Canadian train.
1986.

Montreal:

Via Rail;

m
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Lela Wilson:
Paul Duval's Four decades; the Canadian Group of Painters and their
contemporaries--1930-1970. Toronto:
Clarke, Irwin; 1972.
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GUNGA HEATH

Member Heath Lamberts gave a stunning one-man performance at the Club
on June 28 that showed his versatility and kept his audience wanting
more. The theme was life in all its stages and Heath looked at it in
a variety of ways. One particular characterization, that of a 'puff'
mountain climber dressed in outlandish apparel, brought continuous
laughter. At the end, Heath casually began removing the costume, all
the while keeping up a line of unrelated chatter. Finally he was
down to a brief leopard bikini and into another funny skit. It was a
brilliant performance by one of Canada's most versatile actors.

MOVIE NIGHT
(WITH POPCORN)

On July 9 our stage was turned into 'the big screen' for a double
bill--America's Sweetheart (the story of Toronto-born Mary Pickford)
and the History of Ealing Studios with excerpts from The Tight Little
Isle and other early movies.

Host for the evening was member Gerald Pratley, the Director of the
Ontario Film Institute and the author of a new book, Torn Sprockets:
The Uncertain Projection of Canadian Film. It is Gerald's fifth book
on cinema and it caps a life of writer, producer, reviewer, teacher
and lecturer--all on the subject of film.

E

)AN EVENING WITH
CRIME WRITERS

The four panelists at our July 14 evening appeared to be ordinary
people. But, as David Skene-Melvin explained, they were extraordinary
individuals--the first Canadian crime writers to achieve international
recognition, and they were at the Club to tell us why they write crime
fiction and how they developed their own individual styles.
It was
an enlightening and pleasant occasion.
Howard Engel writes about a Canadian detective operating in a less
corrupt society...Medora Sale sees crime fiction as a more structured
type of novel and she decided to write about a detective who spent
two years at university...Eric Wright finds crime fiction "a wonderful way to write about things I've learned in the last 30 years"...
Ted Wood was once a Toronto policeman who nightly checked the front
door of our building. His character is the chief of police of a oneman police force in a small town in the Muskoka area.
Each author gave us new insights into the writing of crime fiction
and new reasons to follow the exciting activities of their individual
characters.

DREAM IN HIGH PARK

If you like to do things that are just a little different, you should
have been on the Club's July 20 picnic. Several dozen members turned
out to eat dinner out of baskets, sit on the grass in a dark park and
watch a rock musical!
It was a first class affair: beautiful High Park, picnic baskets of
chicken in aspic, salad, rolls, creamery butter, brie, grapes and
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Perrier, all wrapped in a red cloth serviette. The weather was
perfect, the amphitheatre was ringed by trees and the performance was
professional. A little different, but a quality A & L outing.
LIMERICK TIME
AGAIN

By Philip Mathias, a financial journalist, on the short life of
economic theories:
Economics is a science of doubt,
Where bizarre sorts of theories come out,
When one theory wins,
It's greeted with grins,
Then it vanishes like rain in a drought.

HOT BUT OTHERWISE
AN ORDINARY DAY
AT THE A & L

The temperature is 970F, the humidity 28%. Combined into something
called the humidex, it is the equivalent of 106 0 F. Forty-one
Celsius. It is Friday, July 8th, 1988. The air-conditioner in the
bar is in pieces on the floor for servicing. Instead of drinking
around the round table, those members who have braved the heat to
come for lunch are directed to the LAMPS Room, where the air
conditioning is functioning. Here they will be served food as well,
for the Great Hall is too uncomfortable in this heat.
David Mitchell, Bob Hume, Dr. John Grayson, Jay Manning, Philip
Mathias, Jack Carr, Ron Vickers, David Skene-Melvin, Rod Carruthers,
Ray Peringer.
It strikes the observer that here, at this moment, is a microcosm of
what was the British Empire, for let us not be mealy-mouthed,
but
give it the credit due. Twenty years on, the collective experience
represented there will not exist.
Britons, creoles, Canadians, colonials, Europeans, Native sons,
first-generations, immigrants.

Gathered around a table in a private club in Canada, these members
represent service in India, in Nigeria, in New Zealand, in Malta,
in
Poland, in China. They served in the British Army, the Indian Army,
the Canadian Army, in the Royal and the Royal Canadian Air
Forces.
They saw service in the Second World War and servitude in
a POW camp.
It happens that this day, at this lunch hour, those members
of the
Arts & Letters Club present are male. Their gender is irrelevant.
Take any dozen members.
It is probable that nowhere else in Canada,

and perhaps in North America, could one select at random 12 members
from amongst four hundred and find such a diversity of experience and
talent. One may safely say that the membership has been everywhere
and done, if not everything, then almost.
That is the strength of the Club. In its co-sexual Bohemian
exclusivity it offers a breadth and depth of cultural experience that
can only broaden the horizon of anyone who takes part. For to draw
on the strength of the Club and so increase one's own
strength
requires participation. Participation and sharing. The sharing of
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one's knowledge and experience with fellow members by participating
in the general conversations generated at lunch and at Club Nights
and Library Evenings and other evening opportunities for conversational interaction. For it is the round table that is the dynamo that
drives the Club.

0
ANOTHER
LOOK BACK

Member R.M. (Mac) McLean recently recalled a number of past events at
the Club, one of which was reported in the last Newsletter. Here is
another:
"One evening during a members' dinner a man walked between the tables
and up the steps to the west end of the stage.
He set up a Pathe
moving picture camera and then announced that a new film had been
developed, and, when the picture was taken the film could be
developed and shown within three-quarters of an hour. To prove it,
he said that he would take pictures of the members eating and have
the picture on the screen within the hour.
"He adjusted the camera and turned the handle, photographing each
table as the men showed off their contorted mugs. About every 15
minutes the telephone would ring and the cameraman was assured that
everything was on time.
"Finally a messenger rushed into the Club with the film and it was
taken to the projector on the balcony. The lights went out and on
the screen was projected a large Yorkshire sow lying on her side
with about 15 piglets fighting over their dinner."

PARTY DRESS

Languid leaves upon the limpid pond
Gazing at a sombre sky,
Painted ships keep sailing down
To join the wind that vagrants by.
Spring adorns in glorious dress,
Summer wears it to the ball,
Autumn like a strip-tease queen
Disrobes within an empty hall.
Winter standing in the
Huffs and puffs, still
Waiting till the naked
Agrees to try his robe

wings
out of sight,
maid
of white.

Spying upon the haughty lord,
Comforting the damsel in distress,
Spinning and sewing in secret stealth,
Spring fashions anew the party dress.
JACK McLAREN

*

Murray Wilton, November 5, 1983

St. George's Hall has housed a remarkable group of comedians (some
intentional) in its long history but few of them in any era could
match the outrageous stage antics of Life Member Jack McLaren,
entertainer-in-chief of so many Club Spring Revues.
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Jack graduated from a demanding school: the famous Dumbells troupe
of World War I--hence his show-stopping number 'You've Got a Kind
Face, You Old Bawst'd'. Jack's comic genius bridged the gap between
the innocent zaniness of 1914-18 troop entertainment and the
marginally more sophisticated humour of our Revues.
The McLaren talent was exhibited in several media. He was an
accomplished painter and a wicked cartoonist; he wrote a classic book
about Our Beloved City entitled 'We All Hate Toronto'; his cartoons
were executed in line (they included a famous series of Canadian
celebrities in The Canadian Forum) and in plasticine, where he
anticipated the work of Joe Fafard.
After retiring from business, Jack settled in Benmiller, near
Goderich. He died in May of this year at the age of 93.
ISAAC BROCK LUCAS

A Life Member of the Club, 'Dick' Lucas died at his home in Markdale
on June 28, in his 91st year. He served as a Naval Officer in World
War I and was a graduate of Osgoode Hall. His father, also a lawyer,
was a former Attorney General for Ontario.
Dick's life-long hobby was the growing of dwarf fruit trees for home
gardens and he was regarded as a world authority. The subject served
as a basis for two of his four books. The first one, written in 1940,
was reprinted 40 years later. Because of his expertise Dick was an
invited guest of the Russian government, appeared frequently on radio
and TV and wrote 11 articles for the New York Times. His other books
were titled Village Humor and Unseen World.
Dick was a perfectionist and it showed in many ways. Once, when
entertaining weekend guests from the Club, he denied them food on
the Saturday because of a special duck dinner he was preparing; he
wanted to make certain his guests would have good appetites.
He was a quiet, gracious individual and he'll be missed, as he has
been in recent years.

ARCHIVES NOTES

Permission has been granted to Pierre B. Landry, Assistant Curator
of Canadian Art, National Gallery of Canada, to reproduce the
following photographs currently in the Archives of Ontario:
1. Accession No.9239 S14006 (A group photograph at the Arts &
Letters Club including Dr. J.M. MacCallum, A.H. Rolph, Tom McLean
and J.O. Miller).
2. Accession No.9239 S13908 (Dr. J.M. MacCallum presidential
portrait by Curtis Williamson).
This permission is granted on the following conditions: 1. That
it is for a one-time use only in connection with a book to be
published by the National Gallery of Canada in 1989; and, 2. That
the Arts & Letters Club will be suitably credited.

g
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. Non-resident member Rick Simpson, of Fort Erie, has given the
Archives a copy of the VCR cassette of the Spring Revue and the
President's Ball.
These were shown to members at a pub night on
June 27.
. Visitors to the Great Hall always find quite amusing the punning
coats-of-arms which decorate the east and west walls.
The originals
were designed and painted by J.E.H. MacDonald in the early 1920's.
As they were not intended for permanent display they were not done
with fast paints or on sturdy boards.
By the 1960's deterioration
had set in, and Bob Hubbard was asked to reproduce them.
Recently,
Jim Hubbard, Bob's son, gave to the Archives 16 slides of the
coats-of-arms taken by the late Irwin Foster.
EDWARD A.
CORBETT, LL.D.
President 1963-1964
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The Banff School of Fine Arts is known to all literate Canadians and
admired by most of them.
Far fewer Canadians know that the School
was founded by the 32nd President of the Arts & Letters
Club--a man
with whom education was a consuming passion.
Corbett was born in a Presbyterian manse in Truro, Nova Scotia,
and graduated from McGill University.
An ordained minister, he
taught for 16 years at the University of Alberta, crowning his
academic career with the establishment of a school for all
the arts
in one of the country's most spectacular natural settings.
In 1936 Ned was elected a Director of the Canadian Association
for
Adult Education, a position he held until his retirement in 1951.
He was a Director of the Toronto Branch, United Nations Association
and headed the Canadian delegation to the UNESCO world conference on
adult education in Copenhagen.
He was the author of two biographies
of University of Toronto presidents--Sidney Smith and H.M.
Tory; he
also wrote an autobiography and a charming book of reminiscences
called 'We Have With Us Tonight'.
Ned Corbett joined the Arts & Letters Club in 1937 and was
elected
President in 1963.
He was an articulate man and a superb raconteur.
His table talk was meatier than the menu, and liberally laced with
salt and vinegar.
He helped to advance the education of thousands
of Canadians--not a few of them denizens of 14 Elm Street.
Ned's presidential portrait is

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

by Alan Collier.

Three non-resident Club members have been appointed to the Order of
Canada: Mavor Moore, Vancouver, (a Companion), Hugh Hood, Montreal,
(an Officer), and Life Member Humphrey Carver, Ottawa, (a Member).
. Two other members have received honorary degrees from Saint Mary's
University, Halifax:
Life Member Herman Voaden received an honorary
Doctor of Letters (DLitt) in "recognition of his pioneering
work as
a Canaalan playwright"; Max Clarkson received an honorary Doctor of
Civil Law (DCL) in "recognition of his long-standing commitment
to
management education in Canada".

1

. Members continue to write letters to the editor of the Globe and

i
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Mail:
Aaron Milrad wrote to explain that photocopying is considered
'fair dealing' under the existing copyright law; Ernest Sirluck, an
authority on the works of John Milton, wrote in response to an
article about hate literature which quoted Milton.
. A tribute is being planned to honour Jean and Life Member Floyd
Chalmers on the occasion of Floyd's 90th birthday. The celebration
will be held at the Bluma Appel Theatre on September 18 and will
feature a mixed program of music, song, dance and theatre performed
by former Chalmers Award recipients.
. Ed Mirvish, who turned 75 recently, celebrated the event by giving
10 Lincoln automobiles to his store buyers, all of whom have been
with him for 25 years.
. Louis Applebaum has been named interim artistic adviser of the
Guelph Spring Festival to fill a gap left by the former director who
resigned after one season. Member Nicholas Goldschmidt was the
artistic director for many years.
. Junior professional member Kenneth Ross is the new editorial
assistant and contributor of Brick magazine. He is also editor of
Glendon College's 1988 student handbook, as well as editor of Elixir,
a creative writing journal produced by the college.
. The only Canadian music ensemble playing at the Montreal Jazz
Festival in July was Eye Music led by Junior Professional Don Ross.
Eye Music played a program that featured several of Don's
compositions and, in connection with the event, he was interviewed
on two CBC morning programs.
Both Don and Kenneth Ross are the sons
of member Ronald Ross.
. Murray Adaskin, a non-resident member for many years, and his wife
Frances, were recently honoured at 'The Adaskin Years', a six-week
Arts Festival sponsored by the University of Victoria, Faculty of
Fine Arts.
Works by Murray were featured at concerts during the
festival and the following article appeared in the Victoria Times
Colonist:
"As a composer, Murray Adaskin creates optimistic and accessible
works with a particularly Canadian feel.
Soprano Frances has sung
the Canadian premieres of the works of many major Canadian and
European composers.
The Adaskins' outstanding contributions to
Canadian art and culture serve as a cornerstone for 'The Adaskin
Years'.
"Murray obtained his first engagement as a violinist with the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra at the age of 16.
He has served on the
Board of the Canada Council and has received four honorary
doctorates. In 1981 he won the distinction of being made an
officer in the Order of Canada. The University of Toronto Press
has recently released The Musical World of Frances James and Murray
Adaskin by Gordana Lazarevich, Director of the University of
Victoria's School of Music.
The Adaskins reside in Victoria, B.C."
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Jack Carr, Alan Collier, Jo Currie, Pat Fairhead, Harry Girling,
Peter Hermant, Richard Mastin, R.M. McLean, Raymond Peringer,
Elmer Phillips, Ronald Ross, David Skene-Melvin, John Snell,
Michael Spence, Wentworth Walker and John Watson. Editor Howard
Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed. Deadline for the next
issue is Friday, October 7.
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October,
FROM THE
PRESIDENT'S
NOTEBOOK:

1988

Renovations to 14 Elm Street: Discussions with the Club's architects
have progressed to the point where preliminary concept drawings have
been produced. These drawings are now being reviewed by the various
committees in the Club, prior to being brought to the Executive and
the members for approval. We hope to have Geoffrey Armstrong make a
special presentation to the membership at large, sometime in
November.
The City of Toronto's requirements for upgrading the building to the
new Fire and Life Safety Code are central to the renovations. Our
architects are striving to incorporate these changes and still maintain the heritage nature of the building.
This is important for the future of the Club, because of its unique
contribution to the arts in Canada. The redevelopment in the downtown city core, and particularly in the Elm Street area, can't help
but benefit from the retention of 'interesting architecture', such
as that proclaimed by the building at 14 Elm Street. Our building
makes a statement about the Club which could not be duplicated if
the building were to disappear.
College Park Developments: Our relationship with Toronto College
Park Development Company continues to be good. A 'tie-back'
agreement was successfully negotiated this summer to allow College
Park to proceed in the safest possible manner with its excavation
behind the Club building. The agreement provides compensation to
the Club and full liability protection for four years after
completion of the tie-back installation. Needless to say, both
your Executive and College Park are taking every precaution to
ensure the structural safety of our building during the construction
period.
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Density Rights: Your Executive is continuing to pursue the sale of
the density rights on the property at 14 Elm. Now that we have concluded that the Club's future activities can be contained within the
present renovated structure, we can entertain offers to purchase the
rights with more confidence. No final decision will be made without
a full discussion with the membership.
General Observations: I want to express my personal appreciation to
all members for their support of the Club and its many varied
activities. A glance at 'Playbill' and the Monthly Calendar shows
that the Club is brimful with activities which should be of interest
to all members. You can be assured of a warm welcome and an
interesting and informative time whenever you choose to visit your
Club. Come on down and join in the fun!
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. Members wishing to attend Members' and Guests' Dinners are asked to
reserve well in advance and to pre-pay by cash, cheque or credit car
The more members who do this, the easier and less complicated life
will be for our staff.
. There may be some members who are not aware that lunch is available
at the Club any time between 11:45 a.m. and 2 p.m. So, even if you
are held up until after 1 p.m., don't 'just grab a sandwich around
the corner'.
You'll be welcome at 14 Elm Street.
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. Here's another reason for coming to the Club for lunch (or to bring
too long to list here, but
a
an associate): our great new menu! It's
Sjust
consider these choices: consomme with or without sherry, four
salads and five dressings, seven sandwich fillings on a buttery
croissant or three kinds of bread, two daily entree specials and six
desserts!
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. Are you confused about 'Club Nights'? Basically, they are the same
as the old 'Pub Nights' (informal Monday evenings) but with a
an improved cuisine. On one recent evening members were
treated to a beautifully-presented Aioli feast. On another night it
was Scottish pub food (Scotch eggs, meat pies, chips and mushy peas),
and for a sweet--and a treat--Stan King at the piano leading members
in a good old singsong.
So, why are Club Nights increasing in popularity? Some say it's
the
food; others say it's
the mix of old members and new gathering to
relax, meet, mingle, talk and still get home at a good hour. The
Activities Committee says "Come and see for yourself".

NEW MEMBERS

Albert Bowron, member, is a library planner and a former member of
the Club. He paints as a hobby and collects the works of others.
He was proposed by Pat Fairhead.
Jaromir (Jerry) Menc, member, practised law in Czechoslovakia but
became a businessman on coming to Canada. At the Club he plans to
be a willing helper. He was proposed by R.A. Daly, Jr.
Brian Dedora, member, is a picture framer and restorer and an editor
and publisher of books of poetry. He was proposed by William
Townley.
Ursula Zandmer, professional, is an artist who has had five solo
exhibitions in England, Los Angeles, Calgary and Palm Beach.
She
studied at the Lycee, Academy of Fine Arts, Berlin, the L.A. Art
Institute and the University of Calgary. She was proposed by Jack
Carr.
Christine Purden, professional, is an editor, writer and publishing
consultant for business firms, governments and research organizations. She was proposed by Jack Carr.
Frances Gage, professional, is a sculptor who studied at the O.C.A.,
the Art Students League in N.Y. and the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris.
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Many of her sculptures are to be found in

1I
DATES TO NOTE

She was proposed by Ernest Sirluck.

Tue. Oct.
Thu. Oct.
Mon. Oct.
Mon. Oct.
Tue. Oct.
Wed. Oct.
Thu. Oct.
Wed. Nov.
Fri. Nov.
7Nov.
Sat. Nov.
Tue. Nov.

Literary Table - Campbell Hughes

Fri.
Thu.
Fri.
Thu.
Fri.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

18
20
24
24
25
26
27
2
4
11
12
22
2
15
16
22
23

1

Canadian colleges and

universities.

1

Library Evenings begin new season, 7 - 10 p.m.
Opening of the Franz Johnston exhibition
Play Reading Group - 'A Month in the Country'
Minds on the Move - Hal Jackson
The Flying Trucker - 8 p.m.

Life Drawing Group begins new season
The Flying Trucker - 8 p.m.*
The Flying Trucker - 8 p.m.*

80th birthday celebrations
80th Anniversary Dinner
Minds on the Move - John C. Polanyi
December Newsletter deadline
Boar's Head Dinner
Boar's Head Dinner
Christmas luncheon+
Christmas luncheon+

N.B. Lunch not available Dec. 15 or 16.
Dec. 26 and 27 and Jan. 2.

Club will be closed

* Date change

i

+ Reservations required

I
RECENT CLUB EVENTS

Members' Dinner, September 16 was a Tribute to Floyd Chalmers, an
evening of fond memories recalled for members by Louis Applebaum.
Louis led the tribute by showing a special film about Floyd which
illustrated the many organizations he has supported over the years.
After the film, many members added their personal tributes about a
man who had touched and enriched their lives.
For another occasion to mark Floyd's 90th birthday, at The Bluma
Appel Theatre, St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts on September 18, a
commemorative book contained numerous greetings, including those
from members Maureen Forrester, Ruby Mercer, John Irwin, Murray
Ross, Arthur Gelber and Mavor Moore. The book has been donated to
our archives.
Wine-tasting guest night. On September 22, Toronto oenophile lan
Burns led members and their guests through six interesting vintages,
each priced under $10.00. Following the tasting, a vote was taken
to select the favourite red and white wines of the evening. At the

time of this writing, the wines are still available at the bar.
Erica for the President's selection, and thank Karen Kulyk for

Ask

organizing the evening.

Shaw outing, September 24. The Shaw Festival show was Once in a
Lifetime--the Club's trip to Niagara-on-the-Lake was not! Once
again Ted Brock organized a lovely day, weather included, for 40
members and guests. It began with a well-appointed motor coach
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and box lunches catered by Jeanie Hersenhoren. After the theatre
there were refreshments at Sis Weld's historic Niagara-on-the-Lake
home and then dinner and local wine at the Pillar and Post before
a sleepy ride back to T.O.
Members' Dinner, October 5. This interesting evening, organized by
Leon Warmski, featured a talk by Marion MacCausland about Florence
Carlyle, a Canadian painter 1864-1923. Carlyle lived in Woodstock
and her first notable acceptance was for a show at the Industrial
Exhibition in Toronto in 1893. In 1896 her brother financed a trip
to Paris and she remained there for six years before returning and
becoming the 5th woman member of the Royal Canadian Academy. As
Marion MacCausland's slides showed, many of Florence's paintings
were of women and they were popular subjects for calendars of the
day.
AFFILIATED CLUBS

We recently received visits from members and their guests from three
of our affiliated clubs. In September, Stephen Rickard, a Fellow of
the Royal Society of British Sculptors and a member of the Savage
Club of London, dropped in for lunch with his wife and a son who now
lives in Toronto.
Also in September, Edward Potter, architect and Chelsea Arts Club
member, was our guest for lunch.
On October 4, an entire table was reserved for architect Douglas
Smith, a member of the Edinburgh Arts Club. His wife Kathy is a
member of the Glasgow Arts Club. They must have enjoyed the visit
for they stayed on chatting with Club members until late afternoon.
Items of interest gleaned from the conversations: The Glasgow Arts
Club has fewer than ten women even though membership has been open
to them for many years. The Chelsea Arts Club has such a long
waiting list, prospective members must be patient for up to five
years!

THE LITERARY TABLE

On September 20, the Literary Table moved into the Great Hall to
accommodate those members who wished to hear John Ralston Saul, a
novelist whose books abound in spies, gunrunners, assassinations
and chase scenes. His latest is Bangkok, which followed Birds of
Pray (two-million copies), Baraka, The Next Best Thing and The
Paradise Eater. Saul's subject, Fiction in the Real World: the
novelist on the line, turned out to be talk against free trade with
the U.S.A. His easy-going delivery, and humorous remarks did not
disguise his distrust of politicians or his belief that Canadians
should not risk their heritage, standards and way of life.
. The Thomas Rare Book Library at the University of Toronto
saluted the Bicentenary of Australia with an exhibition, June
September, of its Australian book collection. It consists of
2,000 volumes collected by former Club member William Sheldon
made available to the Library in 1982. Sheldon was born in
Australia in 1898 and his principal hobby was the assembly of
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outstanding library about his native land. It contained, among
others, the first editions of the accounts of Cook's three voyages.
A copy of the exhibition brochure has been given to the Club
archives by Wentworth Walker.
* On September 18, the 100th anniversary of the birth of Grey Owl,
the romantic Englishman born Archie Belaney, the Toronto Star
printed a lengthy excerpt from Wilderness Man, the biography written
by his friend, publisher and Club member Lovat Dickson who died last
year. Wilderness Man and three well known Grey Owl books are being
re-issued by Macmillan of Canada in the Macmillan Paperback Series.

LIBRARY REPORT

The Librarian would appreciate it if members would not take
magazines from the incoming mail before it has been
sorted.

The

result is that issues are not recorded, a claim is made for a
missing number, and the Club has purchased an unnecessary second
copy when the one received on regular subscription turns up.
Recent acquisitions:
Encyclopedia.

The second edition of The Canadian

Recent donations: From member Heath Lamberts a copy of the
copiously illustrated compendium, The Gentlemen's Clubs of London
by Anthony Lejeune, (London: Dorset; 1979, 1984), a copy of which
the Librarian has long wanted for the Library's section of books
on

S

clubs.

From member Peter Garstang, a collection of technical magazines
on
the subject of the stage, which should prove of
value to future
productions.
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Library Evenings: Library Evenings begin anew in mid-October,
having
moved from Wednesdays to Thursdays and from 6 p.m.
to 7 p.m. The
first one will be on Thursday, October 20. An innovation this season
is a 'Book-of-the-Month' discussion night, which will usually
be the
Ilast
Thursday in the month. The first discussion evening will be
Thursday, October 27 when Sarum by Edward Rutherford will be
dissected.
Si

Bcourse

A Lecture Series, 'The Secret Eye: the Spy in Literature',
will
begin on Thursday, November 3 and run for 10 lectures, with a
Christmas break, and finishing toward the end of January.
The
outlined is:
The Secret Eye:

The Spy in Literature

Night 1:

General discussion of espionage literature; philosophical
attitudes of various cultures throughout history toward
the grade of spying; the literature up to the late 19th
century.

Night 2:

'The Great Game'. The historical reality: A person from
England; and other travellers to Turkestan (Fitzroy
MacLean), and the fictional image: Kim (Rudyard Kipling);
The half-hearted (John Buchan).
--
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Night 3:

The precursors and progenitors: The riddle of the sands
(Erskine Childers); The secret agent (Joseph Conrad);
'The naval treaty' (The memoirs of Sherlock Holmes: Conan
Doyle).

Night 4:

World War I: The 39 steps and Greenmantle (John Buchan);
Ashenden, or, The British agent (Somerset Maugham); The
great impersonation (E. Phillips Oppenheim).

Night 5:
Night 6:
0tomorrow

W
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Between the Wars: the fight against fascism and the
Sprotest of the Left. Cause for alarm and Journey into
fear (Eric Ambler); Drink to yesterday and Toast to
(Manning Coles). Our American cousins and the
Far East: Thank you, Mr. Moto (John P. Marquand).

Night 7:

Pessimism and disillusionment: Graham Greene, his
'entertainments'--The Ministry of Fear and The third man.

Night 8:

The reductio and absurdum of 'the thriller of unreason'.
James Bond.

Night 9: The contemporaries. The hard sell or The High wire
and
(William Haggard); The spy who came in from the cold and
Night 10: The honourable schoolboy (John Le Carre); Horse under
water (Len Deighton); After the fine.weather and Game
without rules (Michael Gilbert); The Berlin memorandum
(Adam Hall).
MUSIC

On July 28, the summer session was brought to a very pleasant
conclusion by another 'Music at Lunch', provided by Charlotte
Staples, cello, with Stan King at the piano. Miss Staples played
two short groups as follows:
1) Prayer by Schubert
On Wings of Song by Mendelssohn
Because by Frank Bridge
2) The Swan by Saint-Saens
English Folk Songs arranged by Vaughan Williams
In between, Stan, in his inimitable way, did a marvellous improvisatioonon Gershwin's 'Summertime'--not only one of Gershwin's best
but particularly appropriate to the current temperature! A fitting
end to the season.
. Member Don Ross won the 1988 National Fingerpick Guitar
Championship, held in mid-September in Winfield, Kansas. Don
becomes the first Canadian ever to win this prestigious championship,
and the first Native person ever to do so (Don is a Status Micmac
Indian). In the past year, Don has appeared both solo and in
ensemble at many venues around the world, including: the 22nd
Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland; the DuMaurier Downtown Jazz
Festival in Toronto; Mariposa '88; Summerfolk '88 in Owen Sound,
Ont.; and the Regina Folk Festival. Currently he is negotiating a
contract with a record company,.
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. Member Lawrence Coward, a violist, was a member of a 12-person
group from the North York Symphony which played for an October 11
fund-raising luncheon at the Royal York sponsored by The Canadian
Breast Cancer Foundation. The North York Symphony presents six
concerts a year in the Minkler Auditorium, Seneca College.
. A little-known event in the life of Past President Jack Yocum was
revealed recently in the Toronto Star: just after the end of World
War II, Jack was posted at RAF headquarters in recently-liberated
Brussels as an Intelligence Officer. One night the airmen were to
be entertained by Josephine Baker, the globe-trotting star of stage
and screen, but her accompanist had disappeared.
Jack filled in.
There wasn't sheet music and Jack didn't know Josephine's songs.
But play he did and the evening was a success.
Twenty-eight years
later at the Royal York, the Follies Bergeres star made a big fuss
over Jack and his wife.
. The Opera in Concert series this season will open its 15th season
on November 5 and 6 and member Iain Scott will make a brief
presentation about the composer and the opera prior to each of the
four Saturday and Sunday performances.
OUR WORLD OF ART

On a painting trip to Newfoundland in 1986, member Bert Small was
so attracted to the signs which were at the entrance to each small
town that he made a slide record of them. The line drawings of the
signs in this issue were produced by Bert at the suggestion of the
Newsletter editor.
. Orchestrated by members of the Art and Activities Committees, the
opening of the Members' Painting exhibition on September 12 was an
outstanding success. The show, which continues until October 21,
features 35 works by 27 artists who successfully survived the
scrutiny of the professional jury:
Evlyn Payton, Bert Small, Doug Caswell, Bill Templeton, Sue Polanyi,
Murray Stewart, Pat Fairhead, Chris Adeney, Gordon Laws, John Joy,
Jim Birnie, Barbara Howard, Zora Buchanan, Mike Crawford, Evert
Hilkers, Bernice Starkman, Audrey Garwood, Jean Townsend, Geoffrey
Armstrong,

William Sherman,

Charles Hilder, Mary Ann Ludlum, Tom

Chatfield, Les Tibbles, Art Steven and Gerry Sevier.

SH.
S

SL

The Art Committee is still
hoping to complete a comprehensive list
of artists who are members of the Club. With the information
provided, it is hoped that improvement will be possible in the areas
of show organization, information exchange and special projects.
Artists who have not already done so are asked to complete the form
included in the last mailing.
* Five Club members are active on the current Royal Canadian Academy
executive this year: Christopher Chapman is the Past-President,
Chris Yaneff is Treasurer, Nomination Chairman is our Past-President
Ken Jarvis, Frances Gage is a member of the Council, and non-resident
member Armand Tatossian is a provincial vice-president representing
Quebec.
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. The summer issue of the Canadian Aviation Historical Society's
Journal features a front cover illustration of a DeHavilland DHC-6
Twin Otter by Tom Biarnason. It is the 16th cover that Tom has
done for the Society. Two things give it particular interest: it
is the first cover the Society has reproduced in colour and the
work was done in pastel, a medium seldom used for such a purpose.
. On September 8, Charles
University Women's Club.
down through the years as
travels and adventures in
transformations.

Pachter addressed a dinner meeting at the
His large audience followed him visually
he presented slide highlights of his
the visual arts and real estate

When the Toronto Star wanted an artist's opinion on Ottawa's
National Gallery, it sought out Charles Pachter. His 'rave' report,
with photographs, took up more than half a page and ended with "Odd
it is how awed was I as I eyed Ottawa".
* Zora Buchanan was one of four painters in the Ninth annual
group
show of 53 Fraser Studies from October 13 to 16.
. The current 'Challenge & Tradition' sculpture exhibition at the
John Black Aird Gallery at Queen's Park features a marble
sculpture,
Canto Di Nuovo (I Sing Again) by Anne Mirvish. Anne and Ed were
celebrated recently as 1988 State of Israel Bond Honorees for
buying $1 million in Israel Bonds.
* Robert Hume also is represented in the exhibition at the John
Black Aird Gallery (the Macdonald Block) by a ceramic sculpture,
Scholar.
Marie-Louise Cusack, junior professional member, continues to earn
international recognition. The official poster for the recent
Festival of Festivals was a reproduction of one painting from
her
fine art solo show at the Koffler Gallery. Seen everywhere by film
fans from around the world, it was featured in full-page colour
in
the Toronto Sun. A framed copy of the poster has been acquired
by
the Club. Currently, she is in the U.K. working on a solo show
in
London. Earlier in the year, Studio Magazine devoted ten pages
to
an article and reproductions of her work.
* Interaction, a major international exhibition of over 75 works
on
paper, is now on display at The National Gallery of Soviet Estonia
until the end of the month. Member Ruth Tulving is represented
and
she and writer/critic member Kay Kritzwiser attended the exhibition
as invitees to lecture and visit Soviet artists.
* Jean Edwards' recently-issued L.P. record album entitled 'Song
Spectrum' will again be featured on Clyde Gilmour's popular radio
program, Gilmour's Albums, on CBC-FM on Saturday, October 29,
at
6:08 p.m., and on Sunday, October 30, at 12:08 a.m. on CBC-AM,
The album is on the Cantible label and can be purchased through
the
Canadian Music Centre, 20 St. Joseph Street, or in the Classical
Music sections of both Sam's or A & A near the Club. On September
22, Jean was featured in a Mozart Society evening at
the Royal
Conservatory of Music.
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. Douglas Edwards for the second consecutive year has been painting
in Sweden and Europe. An exhibition of his paintings from
that trip
are on view until October 18 at Gallery 306, 80 Spadina
Avenue.
. Rudolf Stussi is exhibiting his recent watercolours
from October
15 to November 10 at Galerie Rochon, 80 Spadina Avenue.
. MacKay Houston will have a solo showing at Roberts Gallery
from
November 16 to November 26.
He will also be one of the leading
artists, many of them Club professionals, who will be represented
in Artists' Choice, an annual event at Roberts Gallery
from January

|

25 - February 4,

1989.

* Charles Pachter has an exhibition of paintings and line
drawings
at La Citadelle Hotel in Montreal.
The news media anticipated that
the opening on October 16 would be the largest Montrealers
had ever
seen with 2,000 from that city alone and friends from
Ottawa
and
Toronto.
"He is to English Canada what playwright Michel Tremblay
is to Quebec culture" was just one comment about the
artist, who is
holding his first show in Montreal in 20 years.

3
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John Dunbar McLean will have a solo exhibition of his oils
and
watercolours at Art Dialogue, 80 Spadina Avenue, from
November 3
to 19.
* And a reminder that the Friday
Life Drawing Group meets each week
at 10 a.m. Call Audrey Garwood, 699-8058, or William
Sherman,
923-3114 for details.

A LIMERICK
(because some of
us like them)

Another one by member Philip Mathias, on the patience
of Westerners
in Chinese restaurants:
A diner at Portage and Sixth
Was frustrated wrestling with sticks;
He said they don't chop
N' there's no handle on top;
I'll
bend over to get in my licks.

JOHN W. HOLMES,

Q.C.

A retired diplomat, professor and scholar, member
John Wendell
Holmes died on August 13 in his 79th year. For 17 years
various positions with the Department of External Affairs,he held
serving
in Ottawa, London, Moscow and New York.
He left the public service in 1960 to become president
and later
director-general of the Canadian Institute of International
Affairs.
He relinquished that position in 1973 but remained
as a counsellor
while serving as visiting professor of international
relations at
the University of Toronto.

I

Mr. Holmes later joined York University and was professor
of
international relations at Glendon College for 10 years.
Twice he
was visiting professor of history at the University
of Leeds.
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Following his death, two letters appeared in the Globe and Mail:
one from faculty and students at York University in appreciation
of his wisdom and scholarship; it indicated a desire to establish
a permanent memorial in his name. The other letter, from a
journalist and foreign affairs analyst, was "in grateful
remembrance of a distinguished Canadian intellectual".
J.

WORTHINGTON JULL

IL
i

I

I

'Worthy' Jull was anything but a flamboyant presence in the Club-but a presence he was nonetheless: immensely amiable, interested
in everything and everyone, and a faithful attendant at virtually
all Club functions. Worthy rarely, if ever, missed a meeting of
the Literary Table and, according to Cam Hughes, he always had something interesting and provocative to contribute,
Worthy lived all of his life in the quiet ambience of Rosedale.
His enthusiasm for literature and the arts could, by itself, have
occupied all his waking hours, but stern reality necessitated his
managing the wholesale textile business bequeathed him by his
father. He spent time in Bradford, Yorkshire, and in Paris
studying the intricacies of the textile trade.

/

A natural musician without formal training, Worthy played the piano
(by ear) well enough to perform in dance bands. Living alone after
the death of his wife, he made The Arts & Letters Club his second
home. Even in his ninth decade, he made a point of walking each day
from Rosedale to Elm Street.
IL'
IE0

FRANCES ADASKIN

Worthy Jull died suddenly on August 25 at the age of 84. In lieu of
flowers, his friends were asked to send donations to The Arts &
Letters Club.
Frances James Adaskin, the wife of non-resident member Murray
Adaskin, and a leading Canadian soprano who premiered new works by
more than 25 composers, died in Victoria recently at the age of 85.

She was the Hon.D.Mus. at the University of Victoria.

ARCHIVES NOTES

Several years ago, Aubrey Gray donated to the Club a cartoon,
probably done in the 1920's, of Charter Member Augustus Vogt
conducting the Mendelssohn Choir, of which he was founder.
Recently, Moya Gillet, a fine art restorer and framer, donated her
talents to retouch, matt and attractively frame this unique sketch.
It will soon be displayed in the lower hallway along with other
items of special Club interest.
Brian Vaughan has added to the Club's Arthur Lismer file a clipping
from a Humberside Collegiate publication; it depicts a large mural
in the school's auditorium painted by Lismer in the early 1930's,
Archives thanks the following members for photographs or slides of
Club events: Jim Hubbard for 75 slides of Spring Revues of the
1950's and 1960's; David Turnbull for 35 slides of the 1987 Boar's
Head; Ric Simpson for photographs of our summer outing at the Royal
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Canadian Yacht Club; Alan Carrie for photographs of the September
Minds on the Move; Ron Vickers for great shots of the Shaw Festival
Excursion; and Zora Buchanan for pictures of our picnic in High
Park to see the play Blood Brothers.
The Archivist still
seeks help from members to look after a number
of projects, such as the display cases, our stamp collection, our
bookplate collection or to sort slides and photographs.
If you can
help, drop him a note at the Club.
H. OSWALD STACEY
President 1964-1966

<

R

Oz Stacey carried enthusiasm about with him like a banner. Whatever
he undertook he did it with the joy of a kid on a camping trip. He
served as President of the Club from 1964 to 1966, but for months
before that he held the fort for Ned Corbett, whose failing health
had prevented him from carrying out many of his presidential
functions.
Oz was a member of that special breed, the native Torontonian--and
that numerous breed, the fine artist turned commercial for a living.
He served his apprenticeship at Eaton's and Rapid Grip, joined the
R.G. McLean company in 1933 and was soon promoted to Art Director.
As a fellow-member observed, "Oz devoted himself so wholeheartedly
to his work as an advertising artist that his painting was
restricted".
Oz Stacey joined our Club in 1945 and served in a number of
executive positions before assuming the presidency.
His reign was
marked by buoyancy and effervescent good cheer.
The Stacey portrait, smiling down on the convivials at the bar, is
by Adrian Dingle.

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

. Malcolm McGrath, musician and engineer, recently was appointed
Assistant Dean, Faculty of Engineering, University of Toronto.
. Three members are among 11 individuals named as winners of the
1988 Toronto Arts Awards: Maureen Forrester for music ("the world's
favourite contralto"); Ruby Mercer (founder of Opera Canada
magazine) and Arthur Gelber "for their lifetime achievements".
Winners received $5,000 but Ruby and Arthur each received an extra
$5,000 and the opportunity to select a younger artist to receive a
Protege Award in their names.
. Ian Montagnes has returned to the University of Toronto Press as
assistant director and editor-in-chief after three-years leave to
work at the International Rice Research Institute at Los Banos,
Philippines. He was sponsored by the International Research
Development Centre, Ottawa, to develop a training program for third
world editors attached to research institutes and extension
agencies in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean and Oceania.
In the course of his work Ian gave workshops in China, Indonesia,
Kenya, Malaysia and Thailand.
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. Past-President Kenneth Jarvis, Secretary of the Law Society of
Upper Canada for 21 years, has retired to devote all of his time
to painting and sculpture.
It wasn't an unexpected move since he
once said, "I think of myself as an artist. I always have." Ken's
portrait at Osgoode Hall was painted by another Past-President of
the Club--Cleeve Home.
. Life Member Robert Hunter, a resident of Florida
of a 1942 book on Thoreau MacDonald, has given the
Rare Book Library, University of Toronto, the file
correspondence with artist MacDonald.
Hunter is a
Member Wentworth Walker.
S*
SInstitute

4.5.
g
Smodernity,

and the author
Thomas Fisher
of his
cousin of Life

Herbert Whittaker has been honoured by the Ryerson Polytechnical
with its highest honorary award, the Ryerson Fellowship.
SThe citation said Whittaker's career as "a drama critic, journalist,
theatre director, designer, essayist and man of the theatre
has
spanned the growth of contemporary Canadian theatre over the past
half-century."
Life Member Robertson Davies' final book of the Cornish Trilogy,
The Lyre of Orpheus, has been published by Macmillan of Canada.
The trilogy includes The Rebel Angels and What's Bred in the Bone.
A Ireview
in Quill & Quire magazine says that in the new book
Davies "continues, with much wit and elegance, his attack on
especially the 'ologies that explain little and heal not

SOna
Sm.4

.

three evenings, Oct. 31, Nov. 7 and Nov. 14, journalist Martin
Hunter, on CBC radio, 9:05 - 10 p.m., will explore the life and
work of Robertson Davies in programs titled Demons and Delights:
The World of Robertson Davies.

·*. The Stratford Festival held a fund-raising comedy evening at Roy
Thomson Hall on October 2.
One of the featured comedians was
Heath Lamberts. And, in a recent announcement, the Canadian Stage
Company has indicated that Heath will be appearing in its
production of Moliere's Bourgeois Gentleman this season.
. Our current treasurer, Peter Hart, directed the East Side Players
in 11 performances of the play Habeas Corpus during September and
October at the Todmorton Mill Theatre.
* Leon Warmski approaches his 20th year with the Archives
of
Ontario with a new appointment as Supervisor of the Reading Room.
The Archives at 77 Grenville Street receives 20,000 visitors each
year.
Club members researching anything related to Ontario
history should telephone Leon at 965-4030.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Zora Buchanan, Jack Carr, Michael Crawford, William
Haehnel,
Richard Mastin, Philip Mathias, John Morrow, Raymond
Peringer.
william Kogers, Ronald Vickers, Wentworth Walker, John Watson
and Wilf White. Editors Howard Gerring. Your contributions are
welcomed. Deadline for the December/Christmas issue is Friday,
December 2.
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EXECUTIVE NOTES

1988

* Mrs. Molly Smith, who has been our temporary secretary for several
months, has joined the staff on a permanent Monday through Friday
basis.
. A work party roster is now being prepared by the House Committee
of volunteers on whom it can call to work on simple maintenance
chores. If you would like to help, pass your name along to Reg
Wallace.
. The Executive has
it has with the Art
This will allow the
Seven Gallery until

4

PLANNING FOR

IHE FUTURE

extended to December 31, 1989, the Loan Agreement
Gallery of Ontario re the Lawren Harris painting.
painting to remain on display in the Group of
it is closed for expansion late next year.

Our historic building is in need of considerable maintenance work
and, in addition, must soon be renovated to meet various fire, safety
and security requirements. As a consequence, the Executive sees this
as an opportunity to include improvements for the better use of the
building and the comfort and convenience of members. So, on December
1, members had their first look at proposed plans based on suggestions
from nearly all constituent member groups.
The concept is to maintain and enhance the existing character and
spirit of the Club and improve the functioning of the building. As
the architects reported, it will still be 'the same old Club' that
we all love, and also a better one.
The three floor plans illustrated in this issue (the basement is not
shown) have been so reduced that identification of individual areas
could not be read. However, here are some clues: there will be an
elevator serving all four floors; the office will be moved to the
basement and the second floor apartment eliminated. The third floor
will be renovated for use by art, music, theatrical and other groups.

NEW MEMBERS

0

George Sanders, professional, is an artist/professor at Ryerson
Polytechnical Institute, who says: "For several years I have been
interested in the activity of the Club and the congenial company."
He had a painting in the recent showing at the John B. Aird Gallery.
He was proposed by Arthur Steven.
Norman Ball, non-resident, lives in Ottawa and is an historian/
author with the National Museum of Science and Technology. He
was proposed by David Franco.
/
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Doreen Mallory, non-resident, is a resident of Montreal. She is a
painter who has been represented in solo and group exhibitions since
1977 in Brockville, Ottawa, Montreal, Fredericton and Halifax. She
is married to author Hugh Hood and was proposed by Michael Bliss.
Earl Pennington, professional, is a freelance broadcaster, a
musical sound consultant and a producer of radio dramas and documentaries. He also sings bass in the choir of St. Mary Magdalene.
He was proposed by Jim Morris.

4

AN 80th
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

The Club's 80th birthday was celebrated during the week of Nov.7-12
with a variety of activities, beginning with 'A Night to Remember'
on Monday the 7th. It was an evening of anecdotes, limericks and
other witticisms played by a cast of 'Old Boys', namely John Irwin,
Alan Collier and Jay Manning with Jack Yocom at the piano.
The buffet prepared by Erika and David featured the same items as
served in the Club on May 17, 1924. That menu (including the
drawing sketched on the reverse side by Arthur Lismer) was reproduced as a memento for members.
Wednesday the 9th was a 'Day of Music', beginning with a Les Amis
concert in the form of a piano recital by David Friedman. His
program consisted of a Sonata by Schubert, two Mazurkas and a
Nocturne by Chopin, and three preludes composed by himself. As an
encore, Mr. Friedman played three short pieces ending with another
of his own works.
At 5:30 that day, tea and delicious drinks were followed by another
recital, this time by the choir of St. Mary Magdalene church.
It
is the church decorated by Group of Seven Club members many
years
ago.
The 'Birthday Dinner' on the Saturday was preceded by the unveiling
of the new Club flag commissioned by Peter Hermant and designed
by
Ralph Tibbles. The dinner menu of smoked salmon included a Brown
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*Betty dessert, a favourite with Club members when their quarters
were above the Brown Betty restaurant on King Street. A toast to
the Club was done with Club-labelled champagne paid for through a
bequest from the late Hunter Bishop for the purchase of wine on
special occasions.
Entertainment for the evening, in the form of a radio show written
by IDoug Omand, had Jim Morris as narrator and Jay Manning,
Campbell Hughes, David Fry, Peter Hart and Cal Wilson as performers.
It covered '80 Years of Glorious History' and was produced and
directed by Sandy Stewart, assisted by Roly Pincoe, David Priddle,
Michael Spence and Diana Hore, with music by Wilf White and PastPresident John Yocom.
The souvenir program, designed by Ted Brock,
included a mini-history, 'An Odd Sort of Club: 80 Years On' written
recently by Michael Bliss.
The special Birthday Committee included Ted Brock, chairman, Zora
Buchanan, Jo Currie, Jeanie Hersenhoren, Ann Rothery, Raymond
Peringer, Jim Morris and Roly Pincoe with the assistance of Michael
Spence, Michael Bliss, Gerry Sevier, Brian Maltman and Sandy
Stewart.
What a party it

THE FLYING TRUCKER

was--all week long!

The Flying Trucker roared onto the stage of 14 Elm Street with a
cacophony of diesel downshifting, air brake hissing and audience
laughter until finally coming to a complete stop an hour later to
the sound of unrestrained applause.
A comic operetta in two parts,
it was created by the father/son team of Jim and Dan Parr.
It brought back the superbly crafted singing talents of an ensemble
well known to Club members.
James and Joanna Leatch, Brenda Luka
and Ross Turvey filled several parts and brought delightful underlines of sight comedy to each of their roles.
The Trucker, portrayed with courage, conviction and comedic delight
by James Leatch, is condemned to drive his highly toxic cargo of
liquid waste up and down the 401 until he can find a chaste and
pure woman to love him and help him dump his load. That is not an
easy task under any circumstance and rendered damn near impossible
when he is aided and abetted in his cause by a man-hungry
Marguerite and semi-retired, semi-sleazy Mephistopheles (Brenda
Luka/Ross Turvey), an unlikely pair he meets in a marvellous
recreation of a 50's roadside diner complete with flypaper strips
hanging from the lighting fixtures.
Carmen (Joanna Leatch) makes a devastatingly indifferent appearance
and hacks and wheezes her way through her solo wreathed in cigar
smoke and threatening expiration by the moment.
Sergeant Jim
Kenyon, having crashed his horse into a sound-effects-filled wall
on nis entrance, struts and swaggers his way about the stage in
the mistaken belief that he is adding clarity to the plot.
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The comic inventions of the actors brought dimension to their
characters and laughter to the audience while the original and
delightfully-balanced choreography of Betty Trott gave a
professional sheen to the production.
The subtle lighting moods created by Mike Spence and executed by
Ann Rothery on the board and Reg Wallace on the follow spot, gave
a particular sense of the diner's tackiness as designed and built
by Chris Adeney, Peter Garstang and Roly Pincoe. Sound designer
David Priddle deserves special accolades for searching out and
recording authentic diesel truck noises and the skilful way he
underlined the appearance of the truck at the top of the show.
The indefatigable Diana Hore with help from Ginney Oswell, spent
most of the summer months sketching, designing and sewing the
wardrobe of various styles, periods and operas that provided one
of the major highlights of the show. Walking the incredibly
narrow line between artistic freedom of expression and budgetary
restriction was Producer Jo Currie who developed 27 new ways to
say no and a charming way of saying maybe.
The production crew wish to thank Ted Brock for going to a Rice
Lake hardware store for the authentic flypaper strips.
And finally, David Franco who, with a complex score, lost rehearsal
time and demanding outside involvements, managed to bring together
the entire show with his masterful control and delicate shadings of
the music.
Other unseen contributors included Jim Morris (director), Roly
Pincoe (stage), Jack Carr (lighting), Bill Matheson and Stan
Sellen (set construction), Cathy Fitzgibbon (publicity) and Audrey
Matheson (art).
The Flying Trucker with its wonderful music, clever, sometimes
biting and satiric words, marvellous acting, singing and dancing
performances charmed its premiere Arts & Letters Club audience and
is currently being given active consideration by several
professional companies.
A LETTER FROM
THE PAST

Dear Mr. Bridle:
I have your kind notification of the Christmas dinner and regret
most sincerely that I already have an engagement to dine elsewhere

0
I

·

.

Cl i

fTH ARTS & LE TTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CiLUS POGIAMES & ACTIVTIES OF THE ARTS & LE.TTERS CLUB OF
TORONTO * IHI ARI & LI I ft R ( i1

I

on that evening. The Arts and Letters Club is now so firmly
established in the affections of its members that its gatherings,

especially when art and conviviality combine, are too delightful
for anyone to miss, unless through circumstances beyond his
control.

U

Wishing you a merry evening and great prosperity during the New
Year,
Yours faithfully
Sir Edmund Walker,
December 22, 1913
(Our thanks to Wentworth Walker and the Fisher Rare Book Library
for this seasonally-appropriate letter.)
THE BOAR'S HEAD
IN HAND I BEAR

The Boar's Head Procession, the opening act at the annual A&L
Christmas dinner, is one of the Club's most cherished traditions.
It dates from the Yuletide dinner of 1910, held at the old Assize
Court, and has been staged at our Christmas celebrations each year
since that time. The Arts & Letters production is probably the
most elaborate and authentic enactment of the ancient ritual done
anywhere in Canada.
The first part of the Procession is led by the Jester wacking
guests with a bladder on a stick, followed by Wardens, a Sgt.-atarms, and the Marshal. The President then makes his entrance with
a page, the Chaplin, Vice-Presidents and other members of the
Executive Committee.
When the dignitaries have been seated at the head table, the Boar's
Head contingent enters from the back of the Great Hall, preceded
by
the Jester and the cantor-soloist singing the sturdy Boar's Head
Carol:
Caput apri defero
Reddens laudes domino...
Wardens, the Sgt.-at-arms, the Marshal and candle bearers follow.
The caput of the unlucky apri is borne on a silver charger carried
the (Hon.) Chef--a role usually assumed by one of the Club's
statelier members--followed by Candle Bearers, the Bearers of the
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and the Turkey,

more

Candle Bearers

and finally

the Knight

Templar. Once the comestibles have been formally presented, the
assembled company gets to work on the serious business of the
The Boar's Head tradition harks back to Tudor times, when it
was
established at Queen's College, Oxford. The Carol was first
printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1521.

SIn
Norse mythology,
the boar

Freyr, bringer of peace and plenty, used to ride
Gullinburst at Yuletide (presumably fortified by
lashings

Sed
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the Middle Ages the wild boar was
of
Valhallan
equated
with schnapps).
the Devil, soDuring
the Boar's Head ceremony may have
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symbolized the triumph of good over evil.
Queen Elizabeth I is said to have enjoyed the jolly spectacle, but
the more fastidious James I avowed it made him feel positively
queasy.
One more historical note: In the heedless days when the membership
of the Club was exclusively male, it was the custom of some members
disrespectfully to spoonerize the term Boar's Head. It is to be
hoped that this reprehensible practice will be abandoned under the
civilizing influence of the gentler sex.

£4pUtApr Dcjikstdcnsiates Doinnw
At this year's Boar's Head Dinner, the festive board will once
again be groaning under the weight of good things to eat and drink.
By contrast, forty years ago in postwar England, shortages were

still very much in evidence and festive boards were sparsely
furnished. So, in 1947, The Arts & Letters Club undertook to
provide a complete Christmas dinner for the members of the Savage

Club in London.
Under the leadership of Chuck Matthews, a Club committee arranged

Sfor

the shipment of everything needed to put together a dinner for
more than 100 Savages. Separate food parcels were addressed to
several individuals in order to comply with import duty regulations.
This gesture was so deeply appreciated by our English friends that
the shipment was repeated in 1948 and again in 1949. In all, 375
dinners were supplied, comprising 300 pounds of turkey, 150 pounds
of ham, 200 pounds of Christmas cake and plum pudding, as well as
apples, maple sugar, cheese, tea and coffee, fruits and sweetmeats.
The logistics involved in this three-year operation were daunting
but they were handled with impressive efficiency by Chuck Matthews
and his assistants.
Chuck has attended 68 of our Christmas festivities, and while at 98
he remains as keen and alert as ever, his "old bones" will no
longer accept the strain of a long night on the town. The dinner
will not be quite the same without him, but he will assuredly be
present in spirit.

A SPELLING
LESSON LIMERICK

•p

When you are noting the name of Bill Shelden
Please reflect the affection he's held in;
Respect, we entreat,
For one Newsletter sheet
That the 'Shelden' would not be misspelled in!
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(The editor appreciates that Cal Wilsan didn't mention other
mistakes in the last issue, the spelling of Yocom, for example.)
THE LITERARY TABLE

On October 4, Aaron Milrad, a barrister member who has an interest
in publishing, described two schools that have been established to
give courses of assistance to those working in the publishing
industry. In both cases he has played an active part in getting the
schools established and functioning. The first, at the school of
Fine Arts in Banff, was based on a school established at Radcliffe.
It has been functioning for five years and is working at capacity,
so that all who apply cannot obtain admission. Simon Fraser
University recently approached Mr. Milrad and asked him to help
found a similar school there; this program is just getting underway.
There is little of this type of training available in Ontario.
On October 11, Michael Bliss, who had been asked to prepare a history
of The Arts & Letters Club for its 80th birthday, gave a review of
what he intends to include in this. He started with the early
history of the Club and pointed out that the Club Insignia, with
the Viking ship, was designed by J.H. MacDonald. The Club gave
rise to the Canadian Society of Painters in Watercolour. In the
early days of the Club there was no listing in the telephone book,
and there were no lady members. It was suggested that the
formation of the Heliconian Club a year (or so) after the start of
The Arts & Letters Club probably resulted in one club being available for men, and another for women.
On October 18, Ken Purvis took over the chair and introduced Cam
Hughes, who spoke on the election in Missinabi county, as described
by Stephen Leacock. The election was fought on the issue of Free
Trade with the United States, and loyalty to England, but with the
parties reversed--the liberals were in favour of free trade, and
the conservatives opposed. The local innkeeper, who had actually
been born in the United States, was the conservative and loyalist
candidate, and he did his best to tell the people what they wanted
to hear. By enticing the marching band away from the liberal
incumbent, and arranging a great show of strength in the afternoon
of election day, he was able to persuade the voters that he was
likely to win, and so they all went out and cast their votes for
him.
. Members Edward and Eva Borins were given 'equal time' in the
November issue of Toronto Life to describe the new category of
independent bookstores that was omitted from a recent article.
Said our two members: "Even though we own four shops we are no
less independent than we were with one in 1979."
. We quote from another item from Toronto Life:
Is the world ready for a coffe-table book devoted entirely to the
history of Winston's Restaurant? Ready or not, to celebrate the
establishment's 50th anniversary, General Publishing has just
brought out a heavy volume featuring pictures, 60,000 words of text
by culture mavens Arnold Edinborough and Herbert Whittaker, and a
$50 price tag.
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two authors? Well, Whittaker is dealing with the first 28 years,
when Winston's was on King West, and became, given its proximity to
the Royal Alex, a hangout for theatrical types ranging from Nathan
Cohen to Tallulah Bankhead. And Edinborough is handling the past
22 years on Adelaide, years of the formidable Johnny Arena presiding
over the place, while John Turner and other stars of the politicalfinancial establishment hobnobbed with one another.
* Life Member Robertson Davies has been named winner of the 1988
Canada Council Molson Prize in the Arts. The cash award of $50,000
was presented to Robertson by Club member Maureen Forrester, the
current Canada Council Chairman. Robertson's most recent book, The
Lyre of Orpheus, has received high acclaim. Robertson is quoted,
in Toronto Life, of course, about public literary readings, such as
at Harbourfront: "They're always a pleasure for me," he says.
"Wouldn't you like to astonish people, make.them laugh or cry, all
because of something you've read?"
. And that leads right into a reminder that the Club's play reading
group (with conveners Kay Kritzwiser, Violet Thresher and Howard
Chapman) will focus its Spring readings on Stratford's coming
season: The Shoemaker's Holiday by Thomas Decker, Feb. 20; The
Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov, Mar. 20; The Relapse by John
Vanbrugh, April 17 and Cat On a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams,
May 15.

MUSIC

The noon hour concert at the Club on October 12 marked the first
appearance this season of our ever welcome friends 'Les Amis'.
The performers were: Irina Tseitlin, violin; Julian Milkis,
clarinet, and Efrem Briskin, piano. They played two numbers, a
sonata for violin and piano by Mozart, and an arrangement by
Stravinsky of his own suite 'The soldier's Tale', for clarinet,
violin and piano. As always, the performance was excellent.
. The North York Philharmonic Choir, of which member Edward Moroney
is music director, presented Handel's Messiah on November 20 at the
Richmond Hill United Church, and 'This Worlde's Joie' at the
Willowdale United Church on December 3. It will perform there
again on February 25 when Edward will conduct it in 'Stabat Mater'
by Dvorak. On May 27 the choir will sing 'Songs for a Summer
Evening', including some by former club president Healy Willan.
. On February 2, junior member and cellist Dorothy Lawson will play
with 'Les Amis' in a concert at the Jane Mallett Theatre, and with
the East York Symphony Orchestra as a guest artist at the Science
Centre on February 11.
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I

I

-10 THEARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWSS

U
VIEWS OF CL

PROGFOAMMES& ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THI ARTS & LI 77•RS CL I

. The Joy of Singing, a 1989 International Choral Festival to be
held in Toronto from June 1 -

30 is a once-in-a-lifetime event that

will feature world famous choirs, 4,000 performers, concerts,
workshops, seminars and music from Bach, Berlioz and Britten to the
best of Barbershop. The Artistic Director is Nicholas Goldschmidt.
Bravo, the magazine of Roy Thomson Hall, identified Nicholas
recently as "one of the best men the arts has ever had in Canada".
OUR WORLD OF ART

The Franz Johnston centennial exhibition was one of the highlights
of art history at our Club. Honouring the 100th anniversary of this
former Club member's birth, the show graced the walls of the Great
Hall and the lounge from October 24 until November 18.
Two days before the closing, Pat Fairhead. as Art Chairman,
welcomed a sold-out Guest Night audience that was devoted to
extolling Johnston's skill and his role in the development of
Canadian painting. Club curator John Snell introduced three
generations of the artist's family who were present and then gave
a brief factual history of the artist who joined the Club in 1911
and became a founding member of the Group of Seven.
Franklin Arbuckle, a son-in-law of Johnston, presented interesting
technical details of the works, referring to one on view that was
in the first exhibition of the Group. He also shared personal
reminiscences, identifying the artist's first painting, done in
High Park, and human interest references to his career as a teacher,
college principal and international fame as an artist.
President Michael Spence expressed thanks on behalf of the Club to
those collectors who loaned paintings for the exhibition: members
Franklin Arbuckle, Maxwell Henderson, Jack Wildridge, Chris Yaneff
and Jennings Young, as well as Jane McGivern, Mr. and Mrs. Max
Merkur, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Quinlan and Dr. and Mrs. Sam Seetner.
. Joyce Wieland has been named artist in residence at the University
of Toronto's School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture for
the year 1988-89. Joyce was also in the news recently when the TV
documentary about her work, Artist on Fire: The Work of Joyce
Wieland, was one of four nominated for a 1988 Gemini Award of the
television industry. Unfortunately, it was not a winner.
. Work by the late Barker Fairley is being offered for sale by the
Barker Fairley Estate through the Marianne Friedland Gallery.
. Club sculptors take note: Toronto Life magazine, in naming "25
things we simply must do by the year 2000", says "Dismantle our
burgeoning inventory of statuary dedicated to forgotten royals,
replacing it with monuments to local heroes such as (member)
Frederick Banting, Mary Pickford, Hugh Garner, and Babe Ruth (who
hit his first professional home run in 1914 at the Hanlan's Point
ball park".
. In November, First Choice pay TV ran a movie several times about
a young woman art historian. Near the beginning, when she applied
for a position as an assistant, the gallery owner was seen admiring
·...

-IHEARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & V•ES OF CtUW POGIAMMJES

AACTIVITIES

a large, framed painting on
Arbuckle" and explained how
Paris this work of a Quebec
available of this subject.
expressed the wish that she
Arbuckle".
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an easel. He announced "It's an
fortunate he was to have obtained in
scene, one of the rare Arbuckles
During the interview the gallery owner
might "find a young painter or an

. The Executive has endorsed the publication of an Art Exchange
newsletter for Club artists on the understanding that all members
will be given the opportunity to add their names to the mailing
list. The newsletter will be an exchange of information of use to
artists and part of this will be the opportunity to advertise the
availability or announce the need for various tools, materials and
items of equipment peculiar to their discipline. If any members
have such to advertise (at no cost) please direct the information
to the editor, Art Exchange, at the Club for the January issue.
. Ruth Tulving returned from lecturing and exhibiting some of her
work in Estonia in time to launch her solo exhibition of embossed
and mixed media work at the Club on November 21. During her
interesting talk on opening night she explained her aesthetic
objectives and gave a brief review of highlights in her career.
Her own art was a handsome background to her remarks.
* Evelyn Payton had work accepted for the Salmagundi Club's annual
Member Graphic and Sculpture show in September, had a watercolour

in the International Miniature Exhibition sponsored by the Del
Bello Gallery in Toronto in November and December and was represented in the Annual Colour and Form Society exhibition at the
Northern District Library here in Toronto in November...Jane
Champagne and Betty Jaworski joined forces for an exhibition and
sale of recent watercolours at the Harbour Gallery in Port Credit
from September 25 to October 11...John McLean exhibited new watercolours and oils at the Art Dialogue Gallery from November 3 to 11
...Murray Stewart showed recent Canadian paintings of Scotland at
the Lawrie Gallery from November 17 to 28...Michael Crawford
exhibited recent work at the 80 Spadina Gallery from November 17
to 26...Guttorn Otto held an exhibition at Ballantrae, where he now
lives, from November 25 to 27. New paintings were shown along with
40 older ones from the collection of a patron...Zora Buchanan,
Audrey Gauthier and Jane Champagne are exhibiting in the Elmwood
Club Group Christmas Art Show all this month...Tom Batten and
Morris Snelgrove are represented in 'Watermarks, Artists in
Harmony with Nature' at the Cedar Ridge Gallery in Scarborough
until December 20...Tom Chatfield had an exhibition of recent

'm
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paintings under the title 'Memorable Moments' at the Scrimshaw & Co.
Gallery this month...Shirley Fineblit has a solo display of work at
the 9th annual Glassworks Sale now open until December 23.
. An exhibition of A.Y. Jackson's drawings made when he was a World
War I artist, has been on display at The McMichael Canadian Art
Collection. And in a Landmarks exhibition which will be travelling
to galleries around Ontario in 1989 are two paintings by Frederick
Varley.
. 'A Home Sweet Home Toronto' exhibition at The Market Gallery
until February 26 is a 1978 painting by the late Walter Coucill on
loan from the Collection of the City of Toronto, and paintings by
Life Member Charles Comfort and Lawren Harris as well as photographs
by Arthur Goss who died in 1940.
* Sculptor Robert Hume was 'special guest artist' at a pottery show
and sale of stoneware and porcelain held earlier this month.
. In a 'Phone-in Dream Auction' sponsored by the Women's Committee
of The Toronto Symphony in November were paintings by Geoffrey
Armstrong, Jane Champagne, Joan Folinsbee, Loi Hathaway, John Joy,
Karen Kulyk, Jack Reid and Os Schenk.
As well, there was bidding
on a 'dream lunch' with Maureen Forrester.
COMMENTS BY
CURATOR OF
CLUB COLLECTIONS

A bronze bust of Life Member Charles Comfort created by Elizabeth
Holbrook in 1927 has been donated by the artist. This is the second
bust by Elizabeth in our collection: she is also the artist for the
portrait of Emanuel Hahn. We are very grateful to her for this kind
donation.
. As a result of the successful centennial show of Frank Johnston's
works, another centennial show is being planned for 1990: Frank
Carmichael was born in 1890. Anybody who has works by him is
requested to contact the Curator or leave a note with a description
of the work(s) and, if possible, a photograph. We look forward to
another exciting centennial exhibition.

ARCHIVES NOTES

The most apparent change in the archives recently is the hanging of
new and old material in the lower level of the Club. This includes
a variety of items near the telephone and the framed Christmas
programs above the coat racks. Also, the bulletin board has been
moved to a more-readily-seen location at the foot of the stairs.
The archivist thanks David Skene-Melvin for helping in this work.
Thanks also to Leon Warmski for assistance, indeed guidance, in
selecting and mounting Club historical material in the display
cases. Both the framed items and the display cases are well worth
members' perusal.
. Fergus Cronin continues to donate unusual items to the Club. When
he is not writing, Fergus spends his time going through his files
for Club-related material. This time he has come up with a
mimeographed copy of "A Short History of Painting" compiled by
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Arthur Lismer in 1934. Alas, it does not deal with the development
of painting in Canada or "other countries of the Empire." Nevertheless, it is a welcome addition to our Lismer file.
. The scrapbook and photograph file have recently been enhanced by
photographs from John Scott, Ron Vickers, Murray Stewart and Ann
Henderson.
. Again the cry goes out to any member to help with the scrapbook
by lettering the photographs. Just a few hours a month is all that
is required to keep this most popular facet of Club life up-to-date.
Call the archivist, day or night; his correct number is in the new
telephone list.
* Suzanne Winter, niece of the late Bill Shelden, has kindly made
available to the Club over 100 copies of Bill's bookplate. It was
designed in 1977 by Oxford McNeill to reflect Bill's many interests.
If you would like a copy, send a note addressed to Bookplate, c/o
the Club, and be sure to enclose a stamped addressed return
envelope (business size 4-1/8" x 9!"). The plate is 3-7/8" x 5k"
and is unsigned. The Club collection has a copy signed by Oxford.
Most of Bill's friends are aware of his interest in ancient glass,
the theatre, opera, books, photography, antique furniture and
militaria, to name but a few. But how many know of his interest in
Ernest Hemingway? Among the many papers and clippings from Bill's
estate received by the Club is a seven-page listing in Bill's
writing of all the articles written by Hemingway while he was a
reporter with the Toronto Star in the early 1920's. As a side note:
Hemingway was nominated and accepted for Club membership. However,
between his acceptance and payment of dues, he had that famous
dispute with the publisher of the Star, and left Toronto forever.
. The connection between the Club and The Toronto Mendelssohn Choir
goes back to 1894 when Charter Member Augustus Vogt founded
'Canada's famous and oldest-surviving mixed-voice amateur choir',
according to the Encyclopedia of Music in Canada. Since that time,
every conductor of the choir was a sometime member of the Club:
Herbert Fricker, Ernest MacMillan (Sir), Frederick Silvester, Walter
Susskind and Elmer Iseler.
But all is not history. Among the Honorary Patrons, Honorary
Officers and Patrons, Club members now include: Lily Oddie Munro,
Meredith G. Glassco, Claude Bissell, Maureen Forrester and Arthur
Gelber. John B. Lawson and William S. Rogers are Directors, while
Bill Rogers is also on the Executive Committee. If you listen
carefully, you might hear the bass voices of Rod Carruthers and
John Lawson. A delightful cartoon of Augustus Vogt conducting the
choir was donated to the Club archives by Aubrey Gray some time ago.
It was recently restored and framed by Moya Gillett and now hangs
on the lower level near the telephone.

TROBERT H. STRACHAN
President 1966-67

[

Robin Strachan trained for the rigours of The Arts & Letters
presidency by serving as aide-de-camp to the Governor of Aden and
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Resident Adviser to the Sultan of Hadhramaut in southeast Arabia.
No wonder his term of office was marked by thorough-going
efficiency in the velvet glove of diplomacy!
Robin was a Cantabrian in more ways than one. He was born in
Cambridge (U.K.), took his M.A. at that university and began a long
career in publishing with the Cambridge University Press.
After several years of service as a political officer in the Middle
East, Robin came to Canada and for a while taught English and Latin
at Upper Canada College. On the outbreak of war in 1939 he joined
the British Army, later transferring to the Royal Canadian Navy,
where he served in operational intelligence. In 1946 he joined
Macmillan's of Canada as Manager of their Cambridge University
Press division. In 1966 he was appointed Director of the McGill
University Press and was instrumental in organizing the McGill/
Queen's Press. He was widely regarded as a leader and pioneer in
Canadian academic publishing.
Robin joined the Club in 1950 and was a tireless worker on many
committees. He was elected President in 1966 but his term of
office was cut short by his move to Montreal later that year.
However, he remained an active member of the Past Presidents'
Advisory Committee. He was a gracious and courteous man with
enough bite in his repartee to hold his own at the luncheon
table.
Robin Strachan died suddenly while on holiday in Las Oalmas, Canary
Islands. Robert Christie, his successor in the presidential chair,
said of him, "He was a busy member, one of the shirtsleeve members,
a doer. One who would have pleased not only Augustus Bridle but
even Vincent Massey!" Robin's portrait in the lounge is the work
of Tom McNeely.

ALL ABOUT MEMBERS

. Hugh MacMillan has been serving as historical consultant for an
eight-hour, $14-million TV mini-series based on Peter Newman's
history of the Hudson's Bay Company. And as of the end of this
month, he retires from the Ontario Archives where he has been a
documents 'detective' since 1964.
. Taking on a new responsibility is John Lawson, a long-time board
member and senior vice-president of the Corporation of Massey Hall
and Roy Thomson Hall, who is now the new president.
. Since this is the Christmas season, it was appropriate that
Leisure Magazine should call on Jack Prior to talk about Simpsons'
holiday windows. Jack was the store's Display Director when he
retired after 49 years and he can recall all kinds of stories about
Santa and his Elves just as all of us can recall those great
windows.
. Kenneth Bartlett gave a public lecture, illustrated with slides,
for a large audience in the Jackman Theatre of the Art Gallery
of
Ontario in November. His topic was 'The English Renaissance and
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the Renaissance in England' and it related to the exhibition of Hans
Holbein's drawings from the Royal Collection then on view. Three
days later he addressed the American Association of Italian Studies
in Monterey, California on 'English Traveller to Sicily in the
Renaissance'. And on December 12 he spoke in Rome at the International Conference of Italian/Canadian Co-operative Research to
help celebrate the 10th anniversary of The Canadian Academic Centre
in Italy. That time his subject was: 'The Wonderful Monuments of
Buildings'.
. Jack Sword gave an excellent convocation address at the University
of Toronto on November 25. Already a recipient of an honorary
doctorate from the University of Manitoba, he received from the U of
T, on this occasion, an LL.D. Honoris Causa.
. Laure Riese spoke to the University Women's Club on November 9 on
the warm welcome she received as the Canadian delegate to an international literary conference in Poland.
* While we are considering renovations to 14 Elm Street, member
Peter Stokes has been recommending restoration and renovation of the
Toronto Heliconian Club building, the oldest one in Yorkville.
. Hugh Westren is still residing in Kathmandu (14,000 miles away)
supervising the construction of a modern airport. He wrote
recently to report moving into a new home and inviting members to
a 'bring a plant' party.
. Malcolm McGrath, recently named assistant dean (alumni liaison) of
the Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, has received the
Citizenship Award from the Association of Professional Engineers of
Ontario. He also chairs the Royal School of Church Music, Toronto
Branch.
. Under the title 'Sis Boom Bah', the December issue of Toronto Life
published a lengthy personality article about Harriet (Sis) Weld.
It identified her as a "real estate powerhouse and social whirler".
* You might call the October issue of City & Country Home magazine
an Arts & Letters issue: it contains an eight-page article by
Paul Russell about the renovation of an 80-year-old Edwardian
period Toronto home...another article about Charles Rennie
Mackintosh and his design of furniture reports that such furniture
has been reproduced in Canada since 11987 under the supervision of
Club member Dr. Thomas Howarth who is the author of a definitive
study of Mackintosh...another eight pages are devoted to describing
the restoration work of member and architect Peter Stokes
(mentioned earlier in connection with the Heliconian Club)...and
Gerry Sevier and Charles Pachter produced drawings for two other
articles.
. Mayor Moore was moderator of a conference at York University in
November on 'Bertram Brooker: A Critical Assessment'. The late
Club member was a modernist--as a painter, writer of novels and
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short stories and a playwright.

As one of eight speakers,

Club
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member Anton Wagner discussed Brooker's plays under the title 'God
Crucified Upside Down: The Search for Dramatic Form and Meaning in
the Plays of Bertram Brooker'.
. Tuzo Wilson turned 80 recently and the occasion was marked with a
birthday cake by the Physics Department of the University of Toronto
where he still works three days a week.
. Lily Munro was in London recently for a two-day cultural promotion
of Canadian arts and culture at which a retrospective of Joyce
Weiland's art was being featured.
. At a Monday lunch recently 'a pride of presidents', both past and
present, was observed: Michael Spence, David Franco, Jim Parr,
Norman McMurrich, Pat Hume and Elmer Philips.
. Jim Parr had a thoughtful article published in the November issue
of U.S. Art, 'The magazine of Realism in America'. It proposed
the
premise that time affects the creator and the receiver in ways
that
are beyond the comprehension of a simple physics.
* While many cottage owners are justly proud of their property,
few
ever have it the subject of a full-page article in The Globe and
Mail as Past President Cleeve Home did recently. The building
is,
technically speaking, a hyperbolic parabaloid built in 1957. The
unusual design came about as a result of a competition arranged
by
the late Eric Arthur, then the professor of architecture at the
Univesity of Toronto and a Club member.
. Funnyman Heath Lamberts has an unusual sidekick in St. Nicholas
and the Children, a half-hour show to be aired on December 16
on
CTV. Lucky is a live duck and according to Toronto magazine,
Heath
"chatted with it on set, warming its fowl breast with thoughts
of
Florida sunshine as the two shivered between takes. During
quiet
moments he adjusted its little red hat and scarf...The duck
seemed
to take to the whole experience."

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

Zora Buchanan, Alan Carrie, William Haehnel, James Morris,
John
Morrow, Ray Peringer, Michael Spence, John Watson, Wilt White,
Wentworth Walker and Cal Wilson. Editor: Howard Gerring.
Your
contributions are welcome. Deadline for the next issue is
Friday,
February 3.
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