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WORDS FROM There are a few surmises going the rounds--you might even call them
THE PRESIDENT rumours--that should be put to rest. Much of what I have to say now

was said at the special General Meeting that we held towards the end
of last year. But, although the meeting was well attended, many
members inevitably remained uninformed. You can recognize them
easily: they are the happy ones.

The meeting was told that Gunther, our steward for 20 years, was
taking early retirement. As you know, his health had been variable
for some time; and he had often soldiered through much discomfort on
our behalf. He and his wife have a house in Penetang, and were

happy to retire to it. Naturally, the Executive made financial
arrangements which, while we would have liked them to be more
generous, were satisfactory to Gunther.

Zilla, our cook for many years, was also having health problems.
And she, too, was ready to take early retirement.

As you probably know, Erika agreed to replace Gunther in an acting
capacity and for a trial period of six months, towards the end of
which she and members of the Executive Committee will evaluate the
situation with a view to continuation or alternative arrangements.

You have probably met David, our new cook. I hope you are enjoying
his menus.

As has been the case for the past 10 years and more, the Club has
followed interesting leads that might present the opportunity of
owning its premises. Not least among these possibilities are /
various sorts of arrangements with the owners of our current
quarters--The St. George's Society of Toronto. For the time being,
the Society intends to retain its property. Fortunately for us,
the Society is also prepared to retain its long-standing tenants.

* Our current lease terminates at the end of 1984. However, we have
.. e very recently reached an agreement with The St. George's Society

for a 20-year lease. While the details of the agreement have yet

A to be written (our legal counsel, John McKellar, is acting on our
behalf), we already know the financial arrangements.

These will be the subject of a special General Meeting on Friday,
·.,o . March 23. However, I may as well drop the first shoe and warn

members that the new rates, while reasonable, will call for more
revenue. I'll leave the Treasurer to drop the second shoe; and

the Chairman of House will drop the third.
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There have been a few nasty remarks in the Club about a small
committee chaired by the Vice-President, whose purpose is to
consider rules of conduct that a Club member might be expected to
adhere to. From time to time the Executive has the unpleasant task
of considering whether a member should be disciplined in some way
on account of his behaviour or actions. Some guidelines are
necessary; the committee will try to develop these. The accusation
that the committee is a Star Chamber is absolutely inaccurate, and
most unbecoming.

A consideration of membership categories has already led to two new
forms, which were approved at the last special meeting. The
evaluation continues. Necessarily, any recommendations must be put
before the membership.

Questionnaires, the first of which had a splendid response rate, are
X being used by the Executive as guides in the development of

facilities and activities to better serve members. An analysis of
the results will be presented to the membership in the near future.

il And now, back to Arts and Letters--which is why I joined the Club
in the first place!

CHARLES MATTHEWS One of the most beloved members of the Club, Charles Matthews,
HONOURED affectionately known as 'Chuck', was honoured at Ladies' Night on

January 9th when a handsome portrait bust by Ken Jarvis was unveiled
and presented to the Club.

Alan Collier, chairman of the evening ceremonies, introduced Vice-
President Ken Jarvis as a sculptor, author, dramatist, singer,

musician, actor, photographer, Chairman of the Club's 75th
Anniversary Committee, lawyer and Secretary of The Law Society of
Upper Canada.

Ken recounted in truly moving prose his visits to his subject's
home and the treasures both in art and spirit therein. He then
moved into a technical presentation of the progressive stages in
the creation of the more-than-life-size portrait. Photographic
slides enhanced this review and these then blended into a pictorial
tracing of Matthews from a young man in Acton to a successful
partnership with fellow member Ernest Sampson in the firm of

Sampson Matthews.

A patron of the Group of Seven and a devoted and energetic Club

member, Charles has documented Club personalities and events from
the days of the first Leica and early movie films to the present.

The sculptured head, a superb likeness, was presented to the Club
by Floyd Chalmers, Spencer Clark and Ken Jarvis. Charles Matthews

acknowledged this gift with a touching, sincere speech that

sparkled with his characteristic humour and dynamic personality.
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TEW MEMBERS Jack H. McQuaig is a psychologist and an important collector of works

of young Canadian artists. In business he is chairman of the McQuaig

Institute of Executive Development, an internationally known lecturer

and author of five major publications.

John F. Mortenson, an artist whose work has been exhibited in Toronto

since 1976. is also interested in music; he teaches classical guitar.

Eric Anderson Nasmith, a self-employed graphic artist, is active in

printmaking as a member of the Open Studio. He is also a knowledge-

able birder and a member of the Toronto Ornithological Club. One of

his drawings has already appeared on the Club's walls.

James A. Small, a member of the Ontario Society of Artists and a long-

time commercial artist, is a licensed glider pilot and a member of

the Soaring Society of America, and its Canadian counterpart.

John Lewis Watson is a former Club member and, consequently, is known

to many present members. As a writer and art director, his work has

been with advertising agencies.

Michael Crawford teaches art at Lawrence Park Collegiate, and is also

a writer. His book 1837: Mackenzie was published by Clarke, Irwin.

Gerrard Quinney is identified as a broadcaster and film maker. He

was an active pioneer in radio as a technician, announcer-writer,

journalist, program director and station manager. For many years he

was part owner of a professional motion picture and broadcast equip-

ment company, and now is an independent producer of travel and

educational films for libraries and CBC-TV.

Hugh Hood is the author of seven novels, and six collections of short

stories, and generally is identified as a leading Canadian writer.

He lives in Montreal.

Edward H.S. Piper, Q.C. is a retired lawyer with painting as a major

hobby.

-• h Rex Trotter was director of public relations for the National Youth

Orchestra 1976-80, Music Officer of the Canada Council 1982-83 and

currently is general manager of the National Youth Orchestra. His

particular interest is professional training in the arts.

David Gillies is Executive Director of the Special Committee for the

Arts, and has been an apprentice with several sculptors in Canada

and the United States.

lain W. Scott lectures on opera education topics and, while living

in western Canada, was director of the Vancouver Opera Association,

the Vancouver Symphony Society and the Western Canada Opera Society.
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COMING EVENTS

AT THE CLUB

Mon. Feb. 13

Wed. Feb. 15

Fri. Feb. 17

Mon. Feb. 20

Wed. Feb. 29

Wed. Mar. 7

Wed. Mar. 14

Sat. Mar. 3

Fri. Mar. 23

Wed. Apr. 4

Wed. Mar. 11

April 23-28

Opening of the Tom McNeely exhibition - 7 p.m.

Minds on the Move (Maryon Kantaroff, Sculptor)

Members' Dinner (John Joy on China trip)

Ladies' Luncheon (Storytelling)

Ladies' Luncheon (Leap Year - choral ensemble)

Minds on the Move (Chris Cochrane - computer graphics)

Evening Musicale (Chamber Music concert)

Spring Show rehearsals begin (Tue., Thu. and Sat.)

Members' Dinner (Special general meeting)

Evening Musicale

Minds on the Move

Spring Show

THREE NOTES FROM

THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE

CHRISTMAS AT

THE CLUB

. If you come to an evening dinner at the Club without having made a

prior reservation, you won't be turned away but you may have to take

'pot luck'. That is because the chef bases purchases for dinner on

the number of reservations--as when roast duck was the entree. More-

over, you may find yourself seated in the Lamps Room.

If you make a reservation and then find that you cannot attend, a

refund will be made if you give the steward five days' notice. On

shorter notice, a refund will only be made if the steward is able to

sell the ticket to a latecomer.

. A questionnaire is enclosed with this mailing and you are asked to

note that there are questions on both sides of each sheet, and to (
return your questionnaire as quickly as possible.

. Are you faced with having to arrange a luncheon, dinner meeting,

wedding reception or recital? The House Committee wishes to remind

you that for a modest fee the Club premises are available to you.

The Lamps Room can accommodate private luncheons for up to 26 people,

ladies welcome; the room cost is $15.00 and lunch is $6.00 per plate,

plus tax and gratuity.

The lounge is available in the evening for $25.00 plus staff charge

as required.

The Great Hall rents for $75.00, and full course meals with wine can

be provided for $18.00 per plate. Sandwiches etc., are also

available.

The above prices are for bookings by members only. See Erika Hamann

for rates to outsiders, as well as all bookings and menu planning.

Christmas 1983 has long since passed, but let's not forget what a

wonderful season it was at the Club.

The walls of the Great Hall were decorated with 17 panels of early

twentieth century themes that warmly complemented the Christmas

trees and decorations designed by Roy Austin, and erected by Roly

Pincoe and Christopher Adeney.
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All panels were painted on glowing poster boards that 
created visual

unity, while the renderings created an exciting diversity of styles.

No wonder that the silent auction of these works, donated by the

artists, raised over $2,000 for the Club picture acquisition 
fund'

The artists who created the vignettes of 75 years ago were: Archie

Arbuckle, Roy Austin, Jim Birnie, Ray Cattell, Tom Chatfield, Alan

Collier, Reg Haist, John Joy, Gordon Laws, John Morrow, Gordon

Peters, Gord Rice, Jack Secord, Bill Sherman, John Snell, Murray

Stewart and Les Tibbles.

The carol singing evening on December 14 was pure delight thanks 
in

part to careful planning of Jay Manning, the music provided by

Stanley King, the readings by David Fry from Caroline Carver's

Canadian Christmas, the hearty singing by members, and the chef's

dinner of roast duck.

The Christmas luncheon on December 22 brought an overflow turnout of

members obviously in the mood to enjoy the good fellowship. The

Boar's Head dinner on December 28 will be another of the many such

dinners that are long remembered. Rich in decoration and costume,

a hum of conversation, a sumptuous dinner, and an outstanding

presentation of the Order of Good Cheer. It was 'staged' on the

floor of the Great Hall in the midst of the audience 
and without

stage settings. Congratulations are due to Rob Christie, Ken

Jarvis, Brian Jarvis, Joe Potts, Bill Sheldon, Roly Pincoe, 
Cal

Wilson, Stan King, Ted Brock and Dan Needles, accompanied by 
Gerry

Kileeg and the choir.

BURNS' SUPPER The Burns' Supper on January 25 was a real test for those who 
came in

kilts, their knees knocking, on a crisply cold 225th anniversary of

Robbie's birthday.

Lieutenant Ted Newman and colleagues of the 78th Fraser Highlanders

piped in the haggis that was addressed by Master of Ceremonies 
Harry

Ferguson in a sword-and-dagger-flourishing ritual. 
Chaplain John

Wevers invoked the Selkirk Grace and Bill Matheson, responsible 
with

Harry for planning the evening, proposed the Toast 
to the Queen and

a toast to absent friends. A welcome on behalf of the Club was

given by John Morrow.

Bob Christie, with rousing Gaelic gusto, read the poet's Tam O'Shanter

followed by Ron Ross who sang several works by Burns to the piano

accompaniment of David Franco.

Member Dr. J. Norrie Swanson gave an erudite and humorous address 
on

'The Immortal Memory' of the bard, highlighted with excerpts from

Burns' poems. Afterwards he engaged in a witty exchange with Tony

Adamson about the latter's ancestors who had received beautiful,

poetic tributes from Burns.
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LITERARY GROUP The Literary Group has moved back into the Lamps Room for all of its

TUESDAY LUNCHEONS Tuesday luncheons, which feature a special speaker every other week;

on alternate Tuesdays sparkling conversation is spontaneous. All

members are invited.

Bill Swinton has made himself responsible for reminding members at

these luncheons of the anniversaries of writers that occur on the

particular dates of the luncheons. Thus, at one recent luncheon he

pointed out that on that date in 1845 Elizabeth Barrett began her

famous correspondence with Robert Browning. Literary correspondence,

by the way! He pointed out at greater length that in 1778 Carl von

Linne (Linnaeus) died. This famous botanist was responsible for

establishing the bases of botanical and zoological classification

used around the world today. Less known is the fact that it was

Linnaeus, not Celsius, who invented the thermometer we now use. On

another occasion, Bill reminded us that on that day Winston Churchill

died in 1965.

Michael Bliss was the special speaker at a recent luncheon, and he

brought with him preliminary page proofs of his forthcoming

biography of former member Sir Frederick Banting. Bliss captured

the attention of the group with stories of the detective work needed

to separate fact from fiction. He ended by reading portions of the

final chapter which tells the story of the airplane accident that

took Banting's life.

Non-resident member Mel Bailey spoke more recently on the 'tiger

that rages and erupts' from the minds of all driven writers. Mel

is a past president of the Head-of-the-Lake Historical Society and

history has been the subject of most of his writing--from the days

when as a boy he wrote a booklet about Dundurn Castle to be sold to

visitors for 25 cents.

James Campbell, a retired professor of physiology, spoke on

February 7 (the birthdate of Charles Dickens) about writing on

science (from original creative contributions to scientific

journals, to writing on the same topic for dissemination in mass

publications). While science is the basic subject, the craft of

writing is needed to communicate discoveries and ideas to all

levels of readers.

Tuesday isn't just another day at the Arts and Letters Club.

TWO MUSICALES Due to the illness of Carolyn Gundy, who was originally scheduled

to appear at the Evening Musicale on December 7, 1983, Esther

Ewing, soprano, and Catherine Carleton, clarinet, joined pianist

Nancy Antonacci to present the concert. The committee was indeed

lucky to find such attractive and talented performers able and

willing to provide such a delightful program on short notice.

The program contained three major works: four songs by Henry

Purcell, including the ever delightful 'I Attempt From Love's

Sickness', Sonata in E flat by Brahms for clarinet and piano,
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MEMBERS '

DRAWINGS SHOW

ARTISTS AT WORK

I

O and, as a grand finale, one of Schubert's most beautiful songs,
'The Shepherd on the Rock' for voice, piano and clarinet.

Interspersed between these were three groups of short songs, the
first by Arnold Cook, the second, very short and very witty, by
Cathea Pine-Blustein, and the third a group of familiar Scottish
folk songs arranged by David Stephen.

Now the bad news! This fine program was played to a total audience
of 20 people! Where else can one hear music of this calibre in a
relaxed atmosphere and ideal surroundings? Those who missed the
concert were the losers.

The first Evening Musicale of 1984, on February 1, was presented
by Brenda Baranga, a young Rumanian-born pianist trained in Toronto.

Her program consisted of only three works, played without an inter-
mission, two Sonatas by Scarlatti and Brahms' 'Variations on a
Theme' by Handel. From Scarlatti's numerous works in this form,
Miss Baranga chose two of the lesser-known ones, the first, in A
major, a quiet rather poetic work, the second, in G major, a
brilliant work more in his usual style.

After them came the Brahms, one of the greatest works of nineteenth-
century piano literature in which Miss Baranga showed herself fully
able to meet the very great demands it makes, both technically and
musically. A splendid performance which received a well deserved
ovation from the audience.

The well-received Members' Drawings Show was opened on the same
Ladies' Night, January 9th, as the presentation of the bust of
Charles Matthews. Chairman of the Art Committee, Alan Collier, in
officially launching the show, gave credit to York Wilson for the
idea of members' drawings being juried by professional standards.

Sharing their talents with us were: Christopher Adeney, Franklin
Arbuckle, Tom Chatfield, Alan Collier, Reginald Haist, Charles
Hilder, D. MacKay Houstoun, John Joy, Peter Large, Gordon Laws,
Eric Nasmith, Gordon Peters, John E. Secord, Bill Sherman, Ronald
Slocombe, James Small, John Snell, Murray Stewart, Rudolph Stussi,
Wm. R. Templeton, Les Tibbles, Ron Vickers, Tony Wilch and R. York
Wilson.

Jack Wildridge's Roberts Gallery recently presented 'Artists'
Choice', an exhibition of paintings, drawings and sculpture
especially selected by each artist represented by his gallery.
In this showing of exceptional quality were included works by
members Franklin Arbuckle, Geoffrey Armstrong, A.J. Casson, Alan
Collier, Charles Comfort, Peter Haworth, MacKay Houstoun, John
Stohn, York Wilson and Bobs Cogill Haworth and Frances-Anne
Johnston, wives of Club members.
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The annual Spring Painting Weekend is being held March 23-25 at the

Lakeview Motel on Highway 121 Haliburton. Early reservation is

advised since the motel has only 12 rooms, although alternate

accommodation is also available nearby. The price for dinner on

Friday evening, two breakfasts and dinner on Saturday evening is

$80 double. A $50 deposit is required by the motel, which can be

reached at 1-705-457-1027. Further information from Les Tibbles

or Murray Stewart.

Tony Wilch closed the 1983 art season with an exhibition at Harry

Gustafsson's Yorkville Gallery. Tony was scarcely out of his

teens when he had his first one-man show, at The Arts and Letters

Club about a decade ago. His style has developed from impression-

istic ink drawings of animals and birds to detailed paintings of

people and scenes in the exacting egg-tempera technique.

Bill Sherman, President of The Canadian Society of Painters in

Watercolour, is having a one-man show on Saturday, March 31st,

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Heliconian Club on Hazelton Avenue.

His watercolours will depict scenes from Colorado and Ontario.

'THE CLUB

A PLEASURABLE

EXPERIENCE'

NORA STONE

One of the highlights of the 75th anniversary celebrations was a

musical play, 'The Club', written by Ken Jarvis and directed by

Robert Christie. It recounted in capsule form the history of the

Arts and Letters through words and music, from the days of the

Brown Betty restaurant to the Adelaide Street Court House and on

to St. George's Hall.

So delightful and entertaining was this work that attendance at

the two Ladies' Nights on November 23-24 meant seating diners

within and outside the Great Hall.

The nine acts not only described the various Club moves but also

touched upon the many traditions that have been cherished over the

years. All those who participated deserved the applause they

received.

The players were Jim Dooley, Paul Lamek, John Lytle, Jim Morris,

Bill Osler and Cal Wilson. They were accompanied by Marcel Ray,

David Franco and Frank Fusco playing music created by Marcel.

Set design was by John Morrow, with set painting by Chris Adeney,

Reg Haist, Norm Hathaway, David Shaw and Rudy Stussi. Stage

production by Roly Pincoe with backstage help from Bill Matheson,

Reg McLean, David Priddle and Reg Wallace. Lighting by Michael

Spence.

I

Nora Stone, the wife of member Frank R. Stone, passed away recently.

Members will remember how she and Nona Ambrose organized the bar-

maid service provided by Arts and Letters wives at our annual Springr

Shows. It was an activity she undertook for about eight years. Inl

other areas as well, Nora was a dedicated worker--the Women's

Committee of the Toronto Symphony in connection with its annual

rummage sale, the Sanctuary Guild at Timothy Eaton Memorial Church,

1
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LIBRARY NOTES

COMMENTS BY

-URATOR OF

CLUB COLLECTIONS

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE

MEMBERS, OF

COURSE

S

the University Settlement and the Garden Club in which she took

particular pleasure during the last few years. Her four children

--all happily married--and her six grandchildren constituted a

very important part of her life. The courage with which she fought

back from several serious health problems in recent years was an

inspiration to her many friends.

Ken Clarke has given to the Library a copy of the limited edition

of Rogues' Hollow--the story of the Village of Newburgh, Ontario,

through its buildings. Ken owns a farm on the edge of Newburgh.

The book is the first major publication of The Architectural

Conservancy of Ontario, and reflects the involvement of a number of

Club members. Peter John Stokes was the editor and a contributor.

The research was undertaken when Bill Moffet was president of the

Conservancy, and it was published in conjunction with Howard Walker

taking that office. The publishing was co-ordinated by Wentworth

Walker, who tells us that generous advice was given on various

aspects by Hugh Anson-Cartwright, Mel Bailey, Ray Cattell and

Arnold Edinborough. The late Eric Arthur was the prime mover in

founding the Conservancy in 1933. Among the founding members, in

addition to Eric, is Tony Adamson and 14 others who were members

of the Club at the time.

All those who attended the dinner on January 9, 1984, on the

occasion of the opening of the annual juried drawings show and the

special unveiling of the bust of Chuck Matthews, have seen our

newest acquisition. The extremely fine bronze by our Vice President

Ken Jarvis is a wonderful addition to the Club Collection. As well

as being a worthy tribute to a special member of the Club, it is a

fine example of the talents of Ken Jarvis. Our sincere thanks to

those who made this gift possible.

. Isaac Brock Lucas, our non-resident member in Markdale, doesn't

get into the Club as often as he used to, but when he does it's in

style: a two-hour trip, and return, by taxi--about 190 miles'

Bill Swinton was luncheon speaker at a special gathering of the

Charles Dickens Society at the Royal York Hotel last week. Dickens

is Bill's favourite and he has "followed Dickens' paths in

Portsmouth, England, London and Rochester".

. Gerard Kantarjian, concertmaster of the Chamber Players of

Toronto, will be the soloist in an all-Vivaldi program at the Town

Hall, St. Lawrence Centre, on April 28.

. Toronto architecture professor Thomas Howarth, "the world's

leading expert on Charles R. Mackintosh, the Scottish art nouveau

architect and designer", was the focus of an article in the Globe

and Mail concerning a $500,000 collection of Mackintosh furniture

discovered in a Monte Carlo warehouse.

(
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. Lyman Henderson and Aaron Milrad have been elected to the new

and expanded board of directors of the Art Gallery at Harbourfront.

. Included among those appointed by the Governor-General to the

Order of Canada (this country's highest distinction) were: Arnold

Edinborough and Arthur Porter, as officers of the order, and H.

Spencer Clark and Franc Joubin, as members of the order.

. Tony Van Bridge has again been playing the leading role in 'The

Judge' on the CBC-TV network. It is off the air now, but will

return this spring with 12 all-new episodes.

. Non-resident member Hugh McMillan, the archival sleuth extra-

ordinaire, was featured in the December issue of en Route, Air

Canada's in-flight magazine. The article tells of Hugh's 20 years

of unremitting search for anything of archival interest,

particularly as it relates to Ontario. The issue is on our magazine

rack.

. Many Club members are mentioned in the just published Debrett's

Illustrated Guide to The Canadian Establishment. Tony Adamson is

quoted as saying that he has resigned from all clubs and

associations except the Arts and Letters Club! On February 8, Tony

spoke at the Grange on the Boulton family and architecture. D'arcy

Boulton was the first of the family to come to Canada and his son

designed the Grange. The family was responsible for the design of

many important buildings in the city.

. During the Christmas season Ned Hanson, founder and musical

director of the Boys' Choir of Toronto, was author of an article

in the Globe and Mail concerning likes and dislikes with regard to

Christmas carols. Here is his rating: Good: Silent Night, Away,
O Come All Ye, Once in Royal, and Lo How a Rose. Bad: Good King,

We Three Kings, Good Christian, It Came Upon, and Joy to the World.

Indifferent: While Shepherds, 0 Little Town, The First Noel, 0

Christmas Gree and 0 Holy Night. Now there's a good topic for

debate.

. The February issue of Toronto Life has as its lead article a

piece titled 'Rich and Philanthropic', which describes the generous

contributions of "those who give from the heart and the pocketbook".

Among four singled out for special mention were Lyman Henderson and

his wife, who have contributed a significant amount of time and

money to theatre groups, artists and particularly the National

Ballet of Canada, and Floyd Chalmers and his family, who have
contributed $3- to $4 million over the years to a variety of

Toronto's cultural activities.

S . 'Letter from Wingfield Farm', a new play by new member Dan

Needles, opened January 19 at the Palmerston Library Theatre and

ran for six nights as part of the New Drama Centre's winter series.

Dan's brother, Reed Needles, played the part of J. Walter Wingfield

a crusty, Bay Street executive who escapes to a hundred-acre farm

in Persephone Township, north of Toronto. Douglas Beattie directed
the show, which played to full houses every night of the run.
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The play originated from a series of columns Dan wrote during a

stint as editor of the Shelburne Free Press and Economist. He

is the son of actor Bill Needles, grandson of Ira G. Needles,

former Chancellor of Waterloo University, and a great nephew of

former Club president Vincent Massey and actor Raymond Massey.

In business he is John Morrow's successor at Canada Life.

PAST PRESIDENT Jesse Middleton entered journalism in 1897. He first joined the

J.E. MIDDLETON Quebec Herald, later the Mail & Empire, and still later

The Toronto News. He followed Robertson Davies as book editor of

Saturday Night, and was an editorial writer and music and drama

critic. Bridle said of him that he had "written enough plays to

.... . start an Abbey Theatre". Two of those plays were performed at

S" , the Club. As a historian he wrote the three-volume History of

. Toronto as well as Toronto's 100 Years, the centennial story

published in 1934.

For more than 35 years he was choirmaster of Centennial United

Church and for most of that time second tenor in the Mendelssohn

Choir. He contributed a chapter entitled 'Choral Music in

Ontario' for the Club's publication The Yearbook of Canadian Art

1913. He wrote a very moving tribute in connection with the death

Sof J.E.H. MacDonald in 1932.

Middleton was President 1926-28; he became an Honorary Life Member

in 1952, and died in 1960. His presidential portrait was done by
Fred Challener.

THE ARCHIVES The Club is one-half the age of the City of Toronto. Although

there are those who hold the belief that during the past 75 years

the Club has contributed little to the artistic and cultural life

of the city, this certainly has not been the case when one looks

at contributions made by individual members. Doubtless at no time

has the participation of members in a civic venture been so marked

as when committees were named to salute the 100th year of Toronto.

The official opening of that event was a Service of Thanksgiving

and Prayer held at the Coliseum on March 5th, 1934. Older members

who read the following lists will recall the professional calibre

of the Club's contingent of participants:

Music and Pageantry Committee: Ernest MacMillan, Eugene Beaupre,

Milton Blackstone, C.B. Cleveland, Fredric Foy, H.A. Fricker,

J. Campbell McInnes, Lawrence Mason, J.E. Middleton, Herbert Moore,

George Patton, Owen Staples, Edgar Stone.

Permanent Memorial Committee: George Locke, Hector Charlesworth,

Tracy Le May, Mackenzie Waters.

The 'Toronto's Hundred Years' Publication Committee: F.D.L. Smith,

Eric Arthur, Hugh Eayrs, Main Johnson, A.H. Robson, J.E. Middleton.
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Pictures Committee: Martin Baldwin, M.O. Hammond, Arthur Lismer,

T.A. Reed.

Song-Judging Committee: Ernest Seitz, Rex Battle, Donald Heins,

Peter Kennedy, E.J. Pratt.

Miscellaneous Committees: Frank Prendergast, Fred Haines, Ivor

Lewis, Nicholas Hornyansky.

We express our warm thanks to Mrs. J.E. Sampson for the gift of a

drawing done by her late husband of Sir Henry Lyton, principal of

the D'Oyle Carte Company, on the occasion of the Company's visit

to the Club in May, 1927. Similar thanks go to Mrs. Kenneth Jarvis,

who passed along various theatre and music programs for archives;

among these was the program of the first Festival play done at

Stratford Ontario.

CONTRIBUTORS TO

THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop (Archives), Charles Carter, Bill Haehnel (music),

Campbell Hughes, Bill Matheson, Jim Parr, Michael Spence, John

Snell (Curator), Bill Swinton, Les Tibbles, Ron Vickers and

Wentworth Walker. Special thanks to John Morrow and Ray Peringer

for their numerous contributions issue-after-issue. The

illustrations in this issue are of coats-of-arms designed by non-

resident member D'arcy Jonathon Dacre Boulton, who spoke at the

Members' Dinner on November 18, 1983. Editor: Howard Gerring.

Deadline for the next issue is Friday, April 6. Your

contributions are welcomed.

SPECIAL LEAP YEAR LUNCHEON

Bring your friends to lunch on Wednesday, February 29.

The Choral Ensemble of the Etobicoke School of the Arts will present

the 'History of Song'.

This 32-voice choral group of grade 9-10-11 students recently won

second prize for choral singing in the Kiwanis Music Festival.

Come and hear this energetic group of young singers who are

benefiting from the special arts program in Etobicoke.

Ladies are welcomed at this special event.

*
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HONOURS TO FOUR Four Club members -- Sid Johnson, Ken Jarvis, Bob Christie and Bill
CLUB MEMBERS Sheldon -- have been honoured by their peers in recent weeks and

deserve the congratulations of all of us.

Early in March, The Academy of Magical Arts, a recognized organiza-
tion dedicated to the advancement of magic in America, presented
its annual awards to those considered worthy of world-wide
recognition. This was at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Hollywood.
Sid received the Literary Fellowship for his 60 years of writing
and devotion to magic. In 1976, he received the Best Lecturer of
the Year Award from the same Group.

Later in the month, Sid received an Honorary Life Membership to
the Magic Castle in Hollywood from the Board of Directors (which
includes a number of professional entertainers, including Cary

(D Grant).

And as if that were not enough, the March issue of M-U-M, the
official publication of the Society of American Magicians, featured
Sid on the front cover and on four pages inside as the Magician of
the Month.

Recently he performed and lectured to 500 magicians in Gotlinburg,
Tennessee, and spoke at the annual meeting of the Magic Collectors
Club in Chicago.

Since 1936 he has written a regular column in Tops magazine, and
Swritten a number of books on magic (all still in print).

What does it all mean to Sid? "It helps to pass the time," he says
with all modesty.

Vice-President Ken Jarvis was honoured recently when a portrait of
him was unveiled in recognition of his work as the 10th secretary
of the Law Society of Upper Canada. The portrait was painted by
member Cleeve Horne and it joins the portraits of other secretaries,
Chief Justices and treasurers on the walls of Osgoode Hall.

The unveiling attracted an unusually large gathering of Chief
Justices, appeal court judges, judges of the High Court, Benchers
of the Society and several Club members.
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Bob Christie received the John Drainie Award, given for 'distinguished
contribution' to the broadcasting industry at the recent annual
tribute of the Alliance of Canadian Television and Radio Artists
(ACTRA). It is an award previously won by such distinguished
individuals as Andrew Allen, Lister Sinclair, Harry Boyle and Jane
Mallett, among others.

On March 17 Bob helped to entertain residents of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital on Dunn Avenue by telling Irish stories at an afternoon tea
in the auditorium. On the same program was another Club member,
Clinton Barnett, who for the past 10 years has been entertaining

the sick and aged at the two Queen Elizabeth Hospitals, and at
Sunnybrook and West Park Hospitals as leader of a small musical group.

Bill Sheldon has been made an Honorary Member of the Faculty Club at
the University of Toronto and also of the Taddle Creek Association.

He starred in Chekhov's The Cherry Orchard by the Alumnae Theatre
recently, and his library of books on Australia is now in the Fisher
Rare Book Library at the University.

Bill has also been appointed a member of the Communications Committee
of the Association of Professional Engineers of Ontario, and early
this month was the subject of a lengthy article in the Toronto Star.

THE LITERARY GROUP Professor Rupert Shields, of Trinity College, was the speaker at the
Literary Group's February 21 meeting. He talked about the work of
William Trevor and made reference to four novels which follow 19th
century tradition but whose characters often portray thought-provoking,

even depressing, aspects of life. He made special reference to
Trevor's descriptive powers, saying, "when he describes false teeth,
you feel them in your own mouth". Dr. Shields also read a short
excerpt from Trevor's 1964 novel The Old Boys, probably the best one
for the reader to begin with.

On Tuesday, February 20 several members read portions from books of
their own choosing: Charles Carter read from non-resident member
Dick Lucas' Village Humor, Jim Campbell from Jack Russell's Nelson
and the Hamiltons, Lovat Dickson from H. G. Wells' The History of

Mr. Polly, Howard Gerring from Waiting for the Barbarians by

J. M. Coetzee, Harold Flammger from A Time of Gifts by Patrick Leigh
Fermor, and Ken Pratt from William Trevor's The Old Boys. On March 20
the same readings were given in the Great Hall for members at lunch.

= 3' ^A l-- Jl On that occasion, Bill Sheldon read a paper about Samuel Johnson

4Ai!FL Rl written by S. C. Roberts, and Lovat Dickson spoke about letters
1 l1 written by Richard Hillary.

A In March, member George Tauchman spoke on the subject of irrationality,

about which he is now writing a book. Said George, in part: the

ability to reason distinguishes man from animals but with advances in
technology there is increasing need for man to become more perceptive

in his reasoning. "A lot of people today have a deep need to be a
/  believer - of religion, politics, etc. - in which to lose themselves

and avoid the necessity of thinking rationally".

*
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B. D. (Barney) Sandwell, a retired publisher, former Club member, and

(g a nephew of the late B. K. Sandwell, drew an overflow audience to the

SLiterary Luncheon of April 3. His topic was "a whimsical review of

social snobbery, with relevant quotes from notable authors" (including

Dickens and Trollope). Because of his former association with the

Club, the gathering took on the air of a reunion.

SPECIAL LITERARY Barker Fairley, scholar, poet, artist, and the oldest member of the

LUNCHEON TO HONOUR Club, will be 97 on May 21 and - God be thanked - is still physically

BARKER FAIRLEY hale and intellectually active. On March 20, he gave a reading of his

poems to a packed and enthusiastic audience at Harbourfront.

Barker was an associate of the Group of Seven painters, and he

accompanied them on many of their expeditions in the 20's and 30's.

He was a leading spirit in the foundation of the Forum, and remained

an active contributor to it for many years.

He has been honoured in Canada and internationally for his services to

literature and the arts. The German government recently awarded him

the Grand Cross of Merit of the Federal Republic, the highest civil

award given in Germany. He is an Officer of the Order of Canada, and

has honorary degrees from many universities.

The Club is to honour this distinguished member at a Special Literary

Luncheon on Monday, May 14. Make sure you are there to hear and see

this great man who has been a member of the Arts & Letters since

1917. It will be a fine opportunity to listen to his memories of the

early days of the Club, perhaps to hear some of his poems, and see

some of his portraits. Book early for what is sure to be a unique

Literary Luncheon. Note that the date is Monday, May 14 so that you

may bring lady guests.

MUSIC On Wednesday, February 29, Club members and their guests were enter-

tained at lunch by the Etobicoke School of the Arts chorale ensemble.

Thirty-two young singers from Grades 9, 10 and 11 presented a musical

history of song, starting with two madrigals by Thomas Morley and

progressing through songs by Purcell, J. S. Bach, Shubert, Beethoven

and Gilbert and Sullivan. The presentation ended with an arrangement

of 'Starmaker' from the musical 'Fame'. Barbara Young was the music

director and Michael Viera accompanied the group on the piano.

The Etobicoke School of the Arts provides the standard secondary school

curriculum, plus an enriched program of music, music theatre, dance,

painting and sculpture. Those attending this special 'Leap Year

Luncheon' were impressed with the vitality and enthusiasm of these

young performers. The students in turn were equally impressed by

the Club and by the interest of the members in the school program

and the musical performance.

The March evening musicale was combined with the regular monthly

ladies' night when Carol Birtch, piano, Patricia Morehead, oboe,

and Heather Wilberforce, soprano, presented a concert. Their

FT

I
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ARTISTS AT WORK

program included:

- Sonata in E flat for oboe and piano by Bach I

- Two Deutsche Arien for voice with piano and oboe by Handel

- Three Romances for oboe and piano by Schumann

- Concert Aria for voice, piano and oboe by Mozart

- Sonata for oboe and piano by Saint-Saens.

The wind instruments, such as the oboe, are more commonly thought of

as orchestral rather than solo instruments and the number of works

written for them is rather small. Performers therefore often play

works originally written for some other instrument. The opening work

on this occasion was a case in point for Miss Morehead informed us

that it was originally for flute and that there also seemed some

doubt as to which of the numerous Bachs wrote it.

Be that as it may, it made a delightful opening to an interesting and

unusual program which provided members with a chance to hear works

rarely performed, especially as beautifully performed as they were

on this occasion. We are indebted to all three artists for a most

enjoyable evening.

The April musicale featured Carolyn Gundy, violin, and Nancy Antonacci,

piano, who were originally scheduled to appear in December.

Their program was as follows: I

- Sonata for violin by Vivaldi, with the original continuo

transcribed for piano by Respighi

- Four works in the Hungarian style: Hungarian Dances

Nos. 2 and 4 by Brahms arranged by Joachim; a suite,

Ruralia Hungarica by Dohnanyi; a czardas by Hauser (one

of Joachim's teachers)

- Sonata by Elgar for violin and piano.

The end of the concert was marked by a burst of applause which more

than amply indicated the audience's appreciation for what was

undoubtedly one of the best performances we have had and well worth

the long wait.

A retrospective of A. J. Casson's paintings in oils and water-

colours opened in February at Roberts Gallery during one of the

stormiest nights in Toronto's history. It was an exhibition of both

historic and artistic distinction, including, as it did, work from

1920 to 1984.

Bill Sherman welcomed friends and patrons to a recent one-man, one-day

exhibition at the Toronto Heliconian Club in March. It included

watercolours of landscapes and city scenes devoid of fussy detail.

Bill is president of the Canadian Society of Painters in WatercoloursI
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Ray Cattell, versatile in many media and a strong realist when

required, continues to draw international attention to his abstract

painting. His recent exhibition at Gallery Moos, in March, showed

his subtle nuances of colour and composition in large canvasses and

small.

Alan and Ruth Collier spent several weeks in March in British Columbia

on a winter sketching trip but found it difficult to locate snow.

"Revelstoke used to be the snow capital of Canada and you could count

on it being shoulder high in March," according to Al. "Now it gets

more rain than snow." Al's current exhibition of work at the

Kensington Fine Art Gallery in Calgary opened on April 10.

The Sketching Group is into the Spring season and an outing was held

in February at Locust Ridge Farm, Bond Head, as guests of John and

Grace Scott. Thirty-five enthusiasts were out, concluding their

painting and photography with a luncheon that featured a cake to mark

Irma Manning's birthday. The March outing is to Port Credit on the

28th with Arthur Steven and his wife as hosts. A map showing

location is available at the Bar.

Canada's first major exhibit of Franklin Carmichael's prints is

currently showing at The McMichael Canadian Collection in Kleinburg

and will run until April 29. Of the 51 prints being shown, most are

black and white wood engravings, although his etchings and linocuts

are also represented. Also at the Collection is a portfolio of

lithographic prints of drawings by Lawren Harris, A. Y. Jackson,

Arthur Lismer, J.E.H. MacDonald and Fred Varley. The artists worked

for the printing firm of Rous and Mann and the company produced 100

copies of the portfolio in 1925. It will continue on display until

May 29.

Tyrrell Morrow, vice-president of the Toronto Heliconian Club, and wife

of John Morrow, is currently having a retrospective exhibition of 60

paintings in a variety of media. Many of the works were done for

Canadian and international publishers and will be on display until

April 26. Opening times vary so an appointment is advised.

Non-resident member Gordon Rice is holding an exhibition of his

paintings at 35 Chestnut Park Road, Rosedale, on Saturday, May 5
_from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, May 6 from 12 noon to 5 p.m.

j\ Christopher Adeney is to present an exhibition of recent watercolours

at Ron Vicker's Gallery 168 during four days in May: Thursday and

Friday, May 10 and 11, 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.; Saturday, May 12,

10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; and Sunday, May 13, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. The Gallery

is on Davenport Road, just east of Avenue Road.

RECENT ART SHOWS One of North America's finest illustrators, Tom McNeely, gave art

AT THE CLUB students from Toronto schools and members an insight into the

disciplines and rewards of professional illustrations at the opening

of his exhibition at the Club on February 13.

He offered advice ranging from the practical "don't get lazy about

research" to the inspirational "play on your own time with

experimental painting".
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The superb work which graced the walls of the Club was done for such
international clients as the National Geographic and the Salvation
Army. These were supplemented by studies for personal experimentatiol
and aesthetic expression.

COMING EVENTS

AT THE CLUB
April

Sat.

Wed.

Mon.

Mon.

Wed.

Thu.

Wed.

CALL FOR

PHOTOGRAPHS

L 23-28

Apr. 28

May 2

May 7

May 14

May 16

May 17

May 23

Spring Review (Hi! Technology)
Sketching trip (Art Steven, Port Credit)
Musicale

Members' photographic prints on the walls
Special Literary Luncheon to honour Barker Fairley

on his 97th birthday. (Note change to a Monday)
Minds on the Move (John L. Sanderson)
Annual meeting and dinner (5.30 p.m.)
Ladies' Night (Stanley King, organist)

An exhibition of members' photographic prints will be hung on
Saturday, May 5 after being juried by Gordon Rice, Ronald Vickers
and John Morrow. Each member may submit four prints, black and white
or colour. They must be at least 8" in their shortest dimension,
framed or mounted, and wired for hanging. All submissions must be
delivered to the Club (where entry forms will be available) on or
before the hour of jurying -- 10.00 a.m. Saturday, May 5.

YORK WILSON

1907-1984
To write about York Wilson who died on February 10 at age 76 is to
recall the pixie-like man whom everyone loved ... to recall his
delight in telling a humorous story or relating a practical joke on
a colleague or even an employer. Happiness was a beautiful quality
in York and when combined with his tremendous talent the result was
an extraordinary man.

He began work as a 17-year-old, $5.00 a week apprentice at Brigdens
where Charles Comfort and Will Ogilvie had a real influence on him.
He continued as a full-time commercial artist and a part-time
painter until 1949. But by the early thirties he was gaining public
recognition as a painter. Two small watercolours were selected for
the juried Montreal Spring Show in 1932; his first large canvas,
Burlesque No. 2, was selected for the 1939 OSA show and then
exhibited at the New York World's Fair the same year; in 1940 he
did his first mural, for Roy Thomson and the Timmins Press.

In 1949 he was embarked on a career as a world-rank painter. He made
the first of many trips to Mexico that year and shortly after began
turning to abstract painting. He and his wife Lela travelled the
world before settling in Paris between 1959 and 1964. His work
appeared in exhibitions everywhere, and continued to do so rightL

i

In March, John Joy and Murray Stewart added to the enjoyment at the
Ladies' Night musicale when their exhibition of watercolours went up
for a month-long showing. Alan Collier, as Chairman, recounted
interesting and amusing anecdotes highlighting the careers of these
talented painters who have grown in professional stature and esteem
steadily since art school and Willowdale art group days.

^

I
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up to his death. In fact, a few days before, the Centre of Research
Italian Academy in Terme, Italy, awarded him the Statute of Victory,
Personality of the Year 1984.

York joined the Club in 1943 and was often an executive member but
never at a more vital time than in 1978 when a majority of the
professional artists had lost interest in exhibiting in the Club.
York stirred things up, re-established professional jurying and soon

• Jhad all of the Club's artists anxious to be represented in the
l |exhibitions and to work on the Art Committee. While president of the

Ontario Society of Artists, he teamed with Cleeve Horne to enhance

the public image of that body. He was an executive member of every
group that he belonged to, not only to articulate his fine ideas
and his willingness to work, but also because his sense of humour
made him a delight to work with.

When he and Lela lived in Paris, more than 100 members of the Arts
and Letters Club visited the studio. The Canadian Ambassador,
Pierre Dupuy, often said that the Wilsons entertained more Canadians
than the Embassy and should have been recompensed.

With it all, York was a helpful and humble man. Charles Hilder
recalls asking if he would give his opinion on his sketches. York
promptly asked "when?" and then arranged for an afternoon of
encouragement and suggestions. When Hilder asked to see his drawings
of models that both had drawn, York said his own drawings "were not
very good".

Press obituaries have outlined York's outstanding contributions but
were unable to express his warmth as a fellow artist and human being.
Those of us who were associated with him on sketching trips or on
committees are lucky; we remember the mischievous chuckle, the hearty
laughs, the wildly funny stories and, perhaps best of all, the fact
that York was often the butt of the joke.

PAUL H. MILLS Many of us who knew Paul Mills in the casual way of club life have
been surprised at some of the things we've learned about him in the
weeks since his passing on March 8. There was, of course, no mis-
taking him as (to paraphrase Sir William Gilbert) the very model of
a modern corporate lawyer. His appearance, manners and speech were
impeccable. Few guessed his age as 91.

Law was not his first choice of a profession; he graduated in
electrical engineering in 1914. He then served overseas with the
army for 3! years, mostly in France. As a major he was in charge of
an Allied artillery school set up to train officers for the White
Russian Army. He received the OBE for his work.

It was on his return home that he studied law, graduating from Osgoode
Hall and joining the family firm of Mills and Mills, established by
his father and his uncle in 1884. He practised law for over 60 years
until his retirement last year at 90 years of age.

-
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FROM B.C. TO N.S.

IN TWO EVENINGS

JOHN BRINGS JOY

TO MEMBERS'DINNER

STORYTELLING

AT THE CLUB

NEW MEMBERS

Paul joined the Arts & Letters Club in 1947 and was active in our
choirs because of an abiding interest in music. It led him to a long
presidency of the Mendelssohn Choir and the chairmanship of the Music
Committee of Saint Luke's United Church where he had been a member
for 80 years.

More than 300 people, including many Club members, attended a service
of thanksgiving and remembrance at his church on Sunday, April 1.

Mention an Alan Collier slide presentation and the line immediately
forms on the right (and the left) for two Ladies' Nights. On
February 8 and 9, Alan entertained with photographs of Barkerville,
B.C., and Louisbourg, N.S.

His views of Barkerville and environs over a period of years
artistically reported on its transition from a derelict ghost town to
an historical site in process of restoration.

Then he took his audiences to the reconstructed French fort of
Louisbourg, N.S. Alan's photographs showed the site of the ruined
fort before and after a multi-million dollar reconstruction by the
federal government. He also projected slides of Club member Lew
Parker's detailed and dynamic murals of the fort, its harbour and
ships painted with historic authority. Lew was present on the second
night and he supplemented Alan's commentary and told about his
historical research.

Lucky members and their guests 'embarked' on a trip to China with
John Joy as they viewed that exotic world in watercolours and through
his camera. It included spontaneous portraits conveying expressions
of warm friendship and insights into lifestyles.

John avoided the tourist tours, scrampled down river banks at day-
break for vignettes on film, or wandered in search of exotic
landscapes. His painter's eye for atmosphere and mood was obvious
in his watercolours and slides.

At the Ladies' Luncheon on February 20, members and guests were treated
to the art of the storyteller. Dan Yashinsky, founder of The Toronto
School of Storytellers, regaled us with stories of Hodja, the wise
fool, and his reactions to various life situations. Marylyn Peringer,
making a return visit to the Club, told the African story of Frog
and Snake; it's a tale of prejudice and how it can spoil beautiful
friendships.

Philip Creighton, member, is a chartered accountant in business, but
a writer on his own time. His book, A Sum of Yesterdays, is to be
published this Spring.

Paul E. Rook, non-resident, lives in Gloucester, Ont., and is a

designer with National Historic Parks and Sites. He is also a
sculptor and calligrapher.

1
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J. L. Granatstein, professional, is a professor of history at York
University, and the author of 20 books. He expects to become
involved in Club literary activities.

Douglas Edwards, professional, is a young artist whose professional
experience covers both portrait and landscape painting.

Keith Reynolds, member, is now a consultant, but for some years was
involved with government, most recently as Deputy Minister of Natural
Resources.

Tibor Nyilasi, non-resident, lives in Hamilton and is an artist/art
teacher. He has had numerous one-man shows, been represented in many
juried shows and has had a number of architectural commissions.

Daniel Parr, junior professional, is a pianist and has been musical
director of a number of theatrical productions. You may have
guessed that he is the son of our president.

Robert Atkins, member, is an administrator/instructor with Ryerson
Polytechnical Institute, and a former vice-president with Rolph
Clark Stone Ltd.

D. Caswell, professional, is an art director and designer who has
spent many years in advertising agencies, with a natural interest in
watercolour painting and photography.

COMMENTS BY

CURATOR OF

CLUB COLLECTIONS

LIBRARY NOTES

&

We are grateful to long-time non-resident member Dick Lucas and his
wife Elsie Clare for a generous donation of a small oil sketch
'Near Port Hope' by J. W. Beatty. This fine painting is a welcome
addition to the Club collection, particularly so since it is by a
former president.

The History of the Rose by non-resident member Allen Paterson is a
delightful book for rose fanciers as well as for the rest of us.
This well-researched and lavishly-illustrated work places the rose
in its western and eastern historical context, and tells of its
symbolism, its culture and its medicinal properties. The author,
the director of The Royal Botanical Gardens at Hamilton, has
donated a copy to our library.

Bill Shelden, a perennial donor to the library, has given us a copy
of Printmaking, A Beginning Handbook by W. C. Maxwell. This
illustrated guide provides step-by-step instruction on the techniques
of drypoint, engraving, etching, woodcut and lithography.

Painting as a Pastime by Sir Winston Churchill is an up-beat essay
on the marvels of amateur painting (oil, of course). Eighteen

reproductions of the author's own paintings in various countries,

including Canada, allow us to judge for ourselves the quality of his
work. This book is a gift of the library committee.

1 -·
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Edmund Morris 'Kyaiyii' 1871-1931 is the superlative catalogue

published by the Norman Mackenzie Art Gallery of Regina to celebrate

the recent major exhibition of that charter Club member. Both the

exhibition and the catalogue show how superbly Morris succeeded in

recording the Indian way of life which was fast disappearing. Our

copy of the catalogue comes with the compliments of the art gallery

director Carol A. Phillips.

What do the prairie oyster, high muckamuck, snow snake and ice-worm

cocktail have in common? They're all Canajun. Their explanations

can be found in A Dictionary of Canadianisms on Historical Principles.

Produced by The Lexicographical Centre for Canadian English at the

University of Victoria, this 900-page work sharpens our sensitivity

to distinctly Canadian words and turns of phrase.

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE . Charles Comfort's 74-foot-long stone frieze across the front of

MEMBERS, OF COURSE the recently-vacated Toronto Stock Exchange Building on Bay Street

is to remain intact if and when approval is given for a 24-story

glass and steel tower to be built over the original building

. David Skene-Melvin and his wife are in the process of opening their

new bookstore at 225 Carlton Street in Cabbagetown. Their specialty

of crime, mystery and detective fiction is to be augmented with

antiquarian and out-of-print 19th and 20th century literature, and

books on literary criticism, Canadiana cookery and horticulture.

There will be a special opening for Club members.

. Dr. Robert McMichael, with his wife Signy, has been speaking to

British Columbia Canadian Clubs -- in Victoria, Vancouver, New

Westminster, Penticton, Kelowna and Revelstoke. His subject is the

Group of Seven and is illustrated with slides from the McMichael

Collection in Kleinburg. Al and Ruth Collier were in the Revelstoke

audience and joined in the general discussion.

. Non-resident member John F. Leddy, former president of the

University of Windsor, has been nominated for the 1984 Nobel Peace

prize. The nomination, by The Honourable Mark MacGuigan, Federal

Minister of Justice, is "for his founding of Canadian University

Services Overseas (CUSO) and his work in promoting peace through

World Federalist organizations".

^n Through CUSO, young Canadians may volunteer for service in developing

countries. It is funded by the Canadian International Development

Agency and other groups and was established in 1961, one year before

the U.S. Peace Corps which it resembles.

. Arthur Lismer is the subject of an article in the February issue of

\ Readers' Digest by Janice Tyrwhitt (wife of member Christopher

Patton). The illustration of Lismer was by Joachim Gauthier.

. And member Eric Nasmith has a work of art illustrated on the back

cover of the Digest's March issue. The identifying caption reads:

"Growing up in an Ontario village, graphic designer Eric Nasmith

I -
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THE ARCHIVES

0

We wish to record with thanks: the gift from Mrs. J. Strasser for

the Christmas decorative panel done by Jack Secord; this comes to

us through the good offices of David Skene-Melvin ... Dick Daly has

kindly passed along an interesting article on Robert Holmes which

appeared in the periodical published by UCC where Holmes was an early

drawing master ... Gordon Rice has given a collection of prints both

from the Christmas dinner and luncheon at which the bust of Chuck

Matthews by Ken Jarvis was presented to the Club ... David Priddle

has given some prints he took on the night of the Burns Dinner ...

finally, thanks go to the ever-dependable John Scott who gave slides

from the Christmas show as well as slides from each exhibition

mounted in the display cabinets.

-rl--I I--
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acquired an enthusiasm and an enduring reverence for nature and the
outdoors. 'Black Ducks Retreating', a woodcut on birch plywood,
conveys his fondness for birding".

. Jim Dingwall has an article on Cold Lake, Alberta in the current
issue of The Review published by Imperial Oil.

. Monte Larkin, who is known around the Club and elsewhere for his
vast array of limericks, can now be heard doing a business round-up
every Friday on CBC Radio Noon.

. "The arts and letters are, inescapably, the software of the new

technologies: the repository of a common past, and the creative

edge of present energies." So says Mavor Moore in the Globe and
Mail of March 10. Mavor has a regular column on the arts in the
Saturday editions.

. On March 29, Michael Bliss' latest book Banting: A Biography

was launched. To an appreciative audience at the Medical Sciences

Auditorium at the University of Toronto, Michael told Banting's

story, using slides, silent film and a recording of A. Y. Jackson.

Much of this material was supplied by Charles Matthews. As Michael
said, the man widely acclaimed with the discovery of insulin, was
actually "far more interesting as a man than as a scientist". This

book was launched on virtually the site of the discovery of insulin.
Banting: A Biography will stand as the definitive biography of the
man.

. Fergus Cronin, our non-resident in Palgrave, revealed some little-

known facts about Vincent Massey in the March issue of T-D Scene,

the newspaper of the Toronto-Dominion Centre. He also told of Massey's
active involvement with the Club. The article was illustrated with
Walter Coucill's drawing of the facade of 14 Elm Street.

. Leonard Brooks, who spoke to us last year during a showing of his

paintings, is busy preparing for an exhibition of his non-

representational work to be held at the Canadian Embassy in Mexico
City in May. Two Club members who met him at different times this

Spring were Jack Carr and Kenneth Pratt.

(
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FIFTY YEARS AGO

THIS SPRING

The early months of 1934 were caught

various art-related committees which

celebrating marking the City's 100th

serving on committees were listed in

seen in the current archival display

display is 'Toronto's 100th Birthday'

up for a number of members in the

contributed to the programme of

birthday. Names of Club members

the last Newsletter and can be

in the lounge; the theme of the

Perusal of old records reveals events that were happening during the

same time period. In February 'A Bach Evening' was broadcast from

the Club by the CBC; the Bach Choir was under the direction of

Reginald Stewart. The entertainment for the February monthly dinner

was grandly called 'In a Persian Garden' but turned into a variety

show with the title 'Orientale'; it included singers, dancers and a

magician - a short section was captured on film by C.A.G. Matthews.

In March 'The Marquise', a play by Noel Coward, was presented on the

Club stage under the direction of Edgar Stone. During the spring the

walls of the Club were decorated by an exhibition of Italian posters

lent by F. Ney. This was followed by an exhibition of Swiss posters

lent by the Swiss Consul.

In April the fifth annual Spring Revue, titled 'Round The Corner' was

produced, directed, flavoured, stirred and served by Napier Moore.

In all such backward glances into Club history some off-beat item

usually turns up and we will leave you with two from the Executive

Minutes of 50 years ago this month: 1) a well-known member wrote

to protest against the proposed sale of beer in the Club; 2) the

House Rules were amended to include the following: "No person under

18 years of age may be brought to the Club for meals".

PAST PRESIDENT

J.E.H. MacDONALD

Dr. Samuel Johnson, referring to his biographer, stated that Boswell

"is a very clubbable man". This same phrase could well serve for

Jim MacDonald who, in his earlier years was a member of the Toronto

Art League, the Graphic Arts Club, The Little Billee Sketch Club, the

Mahlstick Club and The Arts and Letters Club. In addition, MacDonald

was elected to the O.S.A. in 1909 and elected an A.R.C.A. in 1912. He

was the senior member of the Group of Seven, joined the full-time staff

of the College of Art in 1921, served as President of our Club 1928/29

and 1929/30, and became principal of the College of Art in 1929.

Although well known to a number of Charter members of this Club,

MacDonald did not join until February of 1911. Nevertheless he had

been producing designs and illustrations for Club use at the request of

Augustus Bridle since the founding meeting of March 1908 - doubtless

the most important of these pieces was the design of the crest and

Viking ship which first appeared on Club stationery in late 1909. In

early 1910 the first of nine Executive Committee lists done by

MacDonald was reproduced in the initial issue of The Lamps.

When the Club moved to its present quarters MacDonald painted the 17

heraldic devices to provide decoration for the dining hall. He

contributed designs for stage and wall decorations, verse, doggerel d
and drawings for The Lamps, lectured on art, at least four one-man

*
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exhibitions of paintings for the walls of the Club and the art work

in presentation books given to members. In short, this multi-

talented man left more examples of the scope of his artistic output

to the Club than has any member before or since.

MacDonald suffered a massive stroke in his Principal's office at

the O.C.A. in November 1932. He died four days later at the age of

59. His presidential portrait was done posthumously by Charles

Comfort.

CONTRIBUTORS

TO THIS ISSUE

The fine line drawings in this issue are the work of John Morrow,

as are the reports of the art scene. Other contributors include

Hunter Bishop (archives), Charles Carter, Alan Collier, Lovat Dickson,

Bill Haehnel (music), Charles Hilder, Jay Manning, Dick Mastin,

Ray Peringer (library), Ken Pratt, John Snell (curator), and

Michael Spence. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are

welcomed. Deadline for the next issue: Friday, June 1, 1984.

^-r
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June, 1984

PRESIDENT

KENNETH JARVIS

(at the annual

general meeting)

What is to be our place in the larger scheme of things in times of
rapid change in a cosmopolitan society? You know the story of the
founding of the Club and what its purpose was--it was to be a club
of all arts and bring together the scattered groups that repre-

sented the major creative arts. In absolute terms there were not

very many artists in Toronto then. They were an uncommon breed and
clubbed together for mutual support. They were the leaders, and
what they did was controversial. Their battles are history now.
We know who won and assume comfortably that if we had been there
then we would unerringly have sided with the winners. Looking back

to or over the horizon of our memories, we catch through the mist
the glint of weapons and hear the strident cries of contest

softened by distance and seem to glimpse epic clashes between

giants, the issues simplified and clear. But they were not giants

to each other and the issues from where they stood, toe to toe,
were anything but clear. No more clear than the present issues are
today and the skirmishing ranged far outside the walls of the

Adelaide Street Court House into the columns of the press. The

Club was not so private then as it is now, and the differences
between the knocker's table and the painter's table were real and

feelings ran deep. It is all different now, or seems to be--there

is an art gallery in every block and anyone can write anything,

build anything, compose anything, paint anything or sculpt anything,
or do anything they want on stage--clothes or otherwise. No one is
surprised by anything anymore.

Where do we fit in all of this? Is it really true that anything

goes? Is whether you are 'turned on' the only test to be applied?
Are absolute values mere outmoded myth and is everything relative
and subjective? Does art exist only in the eye and ear of the
beholder? In that case there can be no experts, no critics, no

professionals as we think of them. Or do people still hanker after

beauty and truth and seek to understand the mystery that surrounds
us in every flower and insect and in the yawning vaults of space?
Is there any direction in the arts today? Who is in the forefront--

who are the leaders? Are they members of this Club? Some undoubt-
edly are.

We must ponder these imponderables and try to take our bearings

from them so that we will move in the right direction when we make

the day-to-day decisions which, together, plot our progress, lest

we find ourselves eddying into some quiet stagnant backwater while
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the mainstream of the world passes by. Every decision will have its
impact; we know we need new members--what kinds of members will we
seek, what will attract them to us and who will choose among them?
Can we stay in this historic hall whose disintegrating fabric holds
so many memories for us all? Who will preserve it? How much are we,
as tenants, justified in devoting to its renewal?

Dozens of small questions come to mind: should we change to the
chit system or go on paying in cash--should there be some small
tables in the dining room--can we stay open for dinner--what is to
be our relationship with other organizations and the media--should
our international ties be strengthened with other clubs abroad--
what place will women play in our future as guests, associates or
members?

These and other matters more mundane will come before the Executive
in the months ahead and, where appropriate, special committees will
be formed to consider and make recommendations; important matters,
and issues of fundamental consequence to the nature of the Club,
will be brought to the membership as a whole with all the informa-
tion and analysis that can be made available to help in reaching
balanced and practical decisions.

We are still a Club of doers and dreamers and the dreams and doings
of today are as valid, as urgent and as attainable as those of
Bridle, Langton, Locke, Grier, Beatty and the rest. Let me end with
this line from W.B. Yeats' 'The Shadowy Waters' that Roy Mitchell
staged and J.E.H. Macdonald later illustrated. You will find the
words at the end of Bridle's 'Story of the Club': "All would be
well could we but give us wholly to the dreams - for it is dreams
that lift us to the flowing changing world that the heart longs for."

A TRIBUTE TO I want to speak to you for a moment of Jim Parr's accomplishments as
JIM PARR AND President of the Club. You will recall that two years ago the Vice-
OTHERS (again President who was expected to become President was Paul Fleck, but
by Kenneth Jarvis that his work took him off to the Banff School of Fine Arts. Conse-

quently, Jim had little warning that he would be asked to accept the
office of President and the responsibilities that go with it. He
took up his duties at a time when the economic recession and other
factors were causing problems not only for this Club but for all the
downtown clubs. Hard times, unemployment and shrinking currency
affect clubs very directly because club dues are not regarded as
necessities in most budgets.

The Club faced a crisis then of shrinking income and rising costs.
Expenses were an open vein and, without reviewing the details, it
is clear that the Club was moving toward a very serious situation
financially and postponing remedial action by draining its capital
resources like a spendthrift heir. With Jim's hand on the tiller
our Viking ship was turned around. It is by no means clear sailing
yet but we have been brought from the edge of disaster and have
been given another chance, thanks largely to Jim's grasp of the
situation and the leadership he gave. More directly, through his
operettas, his wit has made a significant impact both artistically
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in the best tradition of the Club and financially as well by
attracting full houses of ticket-buying members and their guests.
Many of the Club's publications have been enhanced by his thought-
ful and skillful verse.

Jim, you have earned the gratitude and admiration of your fellow
members.

The members of the Executive responded to your leadership Jim and
worked hard; some will stay on but others, having now completed
their two-year stint, will step down. They all deserve our thanks.

Roger Priddle's contribution deserves special mention. He played
a key role in the rescue of the Club's finances and laid the
foundation for the recovery that Jack Sword and Peter Large have
built upon.

Sid Bersudsky has led the search for other premises as well as
negotiating for our present tenancy; though he steps down from the
Executive I am confident that some way can be found to persuade him
to continue with the Planning Committee. His work, far from being
finished, may well be only started.

Our thanks to Harry Ross, who has carried the responsibility of the
Membership Committee which holds the future of the Club in its hands.

The energy and imagination of the dynamic Mike Spence, as Chairman
of the Activities Committee, have kept the Club humming with an
endless series of events great and small, and his expertise in the
art of stage lighting has produced the climate, the light, shadow,
the rainbows and the burst of glory without which stage productions
would not just be dull but invisible, and he too deserves our thanks

\\ for a superb job.

Jack Wildridge also leaves the Executive at this time and his urbane
and wise counsel will be missed. He has a knack of putting his
finger on the main issue and offering with beguilling simplicity the

/I solution that has escaped everyone else. Thank you, Jack.

The successes we have heard chronicled in the various committee
7reports tonight were not all the work of the Executive. For example,

just as Minds on the Move would not have moved without Peter
Hermant, so the Literary revival owes its impetus to Don Sutherland
and Cam Hughes, and so on and so on. The strength of this Club is
always the participation of its members.

HIGHLIGHTS The Literary Group. (Campbell Hughes) This activity involves
OF COMMITTEE members who take a particular pleasure out of reading widely and
REPORTS 1983-84 sharing their reactions with others. The Group meets every Tuesday

in the LAMPS Room, and the program consists of readings from the
works of one author, by the author himself or by a member, or it may
be an exchange of ideas in informal conversation. On May 14, it
sponsored a luncheon to honour Barker Fairley on his 97th birthday--
an event which attracted the largest luncheon crowd in recent memory.
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Highlights of the past year included readings by Michael Bliss, Hugh

Hood and Claude Bissell from their forthcoming books.

Music. (David Franco) The Wednesday evening musicale series has

flourished during the past year. For the Ken Jarvis play 'The Club',

member Marcel Ray provided a musical score ... and special thanks

were extended to Ted Moroney, Jay Manning and Stan King for their

work with the Club choir.

Art. (Alan Collier) The 1983-84 season opened with a special

exhibition of paintings by deceased members ... it was followed by

Members' Small Paintings, architectural drawings, decorations for

the Boar's Head Dinner (by Roy Austin and others), members' drawings,

watercolours by John Joy and Murray Stewart, and Photographs by

members.

Activities. (Michael Spence) During the past year 56 events took

place at the Club in addition to regular daily luncheons. The high-

lights were the 75th Anniversary Celebrations during September,

October and November. Regular events were the Boar's Head Dinner

and the Spring Revue, both of which attracted capacity audiences ...

Minds on the Move luncheons continued to attract members, and two new

events (New Year's luncheon and Leap Year luncheon) were well

attended, as were evening musicales.

Communications. (Howard Gerring) Eleven Monthly Calendars and six

Newsletters were mailed during the year. During the coming year the

deadline for Calendars will be the 19th of each month, beginning in

August; for the Newsletter, the deadline is the first Friday of

alternate months, with the next one August 3.

Membership. (Harry Ross) At the beginning of the year membership

included 349 resident members, 85 non-resident members, 20 Life

Members and two Honorary Members, for a total of 456. During the

year we lost 43 members through death, resignation or for non-payment

of dues, and added 39 new members, for a decrease of four overall.

Club Collections. (John Snell) The Collections now include 144

works and are well on the way to the intent of having representative

work of every Club artist.

House. (Bill Matheson) This Committee has once again taken our fees

and other charges and squandered them on rent and fuel, light, taxes

and maintenance, overcharged for indifferent food, poor service and

cheap wine. At least that is what House Committee members hear when

they sneak into the Club and someone recognizes them. Maintenance

was kept to a minimum during lease negotiations, but a working

arrangement has been developed with the House Committee of the St.

George's Society to explore and co-ordinate joint efforts. The

number of lunches served increased by 10 per cent over the previous

year, and in total there were 2,519 evening meals and 7,062 lunches.

Minds on the Move. (Peter Hermant) Eight speakers addressed the

Club through this program: Robert MacAulay, Norman Elder, Paul Fleck,

Nicholas Goldschmidt, Maryon Kantaroff, Chris Cockrane, Joe

Armstrong and John Sanderson.
!



THEARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB,

OFFICERS AND

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE 1984-85

Elected as Officers and Members of
Club at the Annual General Meeting
following:

the Executive Committee of the
on May 23, 1984, were the

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Counsel

Secretary

Executive Committ(

(To serve for one

(To serve for two

Kenneth Jarvis

David Franco

Peter Large
John McKellar

Campbell Hughes

year)
Alan C. Collier

Howard Gerring

Jay Manning
William Matheson

John McLean

John Scott

years)
Michael Bliss

Ray Cattell
John Lytle
David Priddle

Donald Sutherland

Hugh Westren

COMING EVENTS July 14 - Outdoor Sketching

your ladies, lunch, paints,
at noon. Maps at the Club.

- Lake Scugog

cameras, etc.

Your contact

- Host, Ted Brock. Bring
Potluck lunch at host's

is Les Tibbles, 444-5891.

July 14 to August 12 (inclusive) - Club closed - Opens Tuesday,
August 13. Alternate privileges have been arranged for the full
four weeks. Details elsewhere in this issue.

August 18 - Outdoor Sketching - Creemore - Hosts Jean and Stan
Edwards. Same 'drill' as July outing. Maps at the Club.

September 3 - Club closed.

NEW MEMBERS John L. Cripton, non-resident member, lives in Ottawa where he works
for Great World War Artists Ltd. Currently he is a producer,
Toronto International Festival, and was General Manager, Touring
Office of the Canada Council 1973-80. He is also a collector of
early films.

McCready D. Reid, member, is retired from a business career in
publishing, advertising sales, marketing and promotion. His hobby
is painting.

A REVIEW OF THE

SPRING REVUE

On entering the Great Hall decorated with microcircuitry, this
reviewer was immediately plugged into the brave new Spring Revue

4

4
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for 1984, Hil Technology. Excitement grew bit by bit as the overture
played. The original music by Jack Yocom was consistently fine and j
tuneful throughout the show. The full-scale musical extravaganzas
were matched by the solo numbers, duets, trios and comedy sketches
dealing with topics as diverse as automation anxiety, publishing
promotion and sesquicentennial squalor.

Elmer Phillips sang a beautiful duet with himself (thanks .to Peter
Hermant's spectacular special effects) and Eric Ford sang an Ode to
the Green Machine, which the TD Bank would unquestionably pay good
money for. The intrepid song and dance team of Rowe and Wilson who,
in past revues, have portrayed monks and bishops, were promoted to
a pair of popes' One can only imagine the ecclesiastic heights they
will hit next year to top this year's performance. Doug Omand wrote
some particularly clever pieces; one about the terrible trio from
the Department of National Revenue, with music by Wilf White, was
this reviewer's favourite. Gary Hall played a caterer to political
parties in a clever skit by Michael Bliss, Paul Lamek performed two
charming solo numbers, and Bill Shelden brought the house down with
a one-liner he tossed off as he sped across the stage. Pat Hume
was responsible for many good items including the ingenious staging
of 'Come Josephine', a collection of favourite songs arranged by
Eric Ford, dealing with all forms of transportation. It is
impossible to refer to every number--everyone had his own favourites
--but all were consistently fast moving and made a most enjoyable
evening.

The verdict on the subject of high technology was left in the air.
Some of the pieces eulogized the past while others welcomed the
future. The great, if decidedly old-tech and recently departed
lyricist, Ira Gershwin, penned a duet that expressed these
conflicting attitudes:

- Excuse me if I'm lyrical,

But the past is just passe.
The future is the miracle,

The future's here to stay.

- It all sounds so mechanical,

This dream you adore.

Machines can be tyrannical

And what's more -

The thing that seems to bother me,
Is how much happiness will there be.

The 964 people (only 134 of them Club members) who made up the
audiences of the '84 Spring Revue likely came to the same
conclusion as Mr. Gershwin: "Who cares about the future and who
cares about the past, there is nothing like the present when your
heart beats fast."

And hearts did beat fast at this year's excellent 31st Annual
Spring Show. Congratulations to all those involved!
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SUMMER PRIVILEGES During the Club's closing from July 14 to August 12, you'll be
T OTHER CLUBS welcomed as a guest at the following clubs here in the city:

University Club, 380 University Avenue, from July 14 to July 30;

Royal Canadian Military Institute, 426 University Avenue, July 14
to August 12;

Toronto Press Club, 5 Wellesley Street West, July 14 to August 12.

ARTISTS AT WORK . Gordon Rice, who lives in Annan, Ontario, held an early May

weekend exhibition of his paintings in his nephew's apartment in

Rosedale. Gordon, a retired professional photographer and graphic
designer, has been interested in painting since his student days of
studying architecture at Central Tech.

'New dimensions in realism' was the appropriate title of a mid-May

three-day exhibition of watercolours at Gallery 168 that is operated

by professional photographer Ron Vickers. The artist, Christopher

Adeney, combines realistic detail with a brilliant impression of
light. He is at ease with landscapes, closeups and delightful views

of homes so different from the efforts of 'house painters' who
methodically count and render every brick.

. Alan Collier officially opened an Ontario Society of Artists

( exhibition to celebrate Ontario's birthday. The showing of more
than eight members of the Society, founded in 1872, ran for the
month of May and included oils, watercolours and original prints on
the walls of Eaton's Art Gallery.

. Our venerable artist member, Peter Haworth, and his wife Bobs
Cogill Haworth, welcomed friends and admirers to the opening of
their exhibition of paintings at the Roberts Gallery. Although not
a retrospective, the show included paintings, in a variety of media,
from the early 1940's through to the 1980's. Both artists have been
active in the Toronto art scene for more than six decades and are
represented in the National Gallery, major museums and corporate and

personal collections.

. Member Rudolph Stussi organized a diversified exhibition of 70

contemporary portraits at O'Keefe Centre during the height of the

theatrical season this year. He prepared the catalogue and wrote
" _ I) the introduction to the show entitled 'About Face'. It was open to

the public on two specific dates and viewed by theatregoers for a

) month. Fifteen artists were represented and they ranged in age and

experience from comparatively recent graduates of OCA to boardroom

portraitists. Rudi, himself, showed tightly organized single and

.- group portraits. His spouse, Jacquie Jacobs, was also represented
by her work.

. Les Tibbles, Secretary of the Art Committee, visited Japan in

August, 1983, with a delegation from Lindsay, Ontario, to its twin

city, Nayoro, in the northern island of Hokkaido. After the civic
welcome at Nayoro, the delegation continued on a classical tour of
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Japan. During the tour, Les took the opportunity to paint. Many of

these paintings make up his exhibition 'Impressions of Japan'
opening under the auspices of the Lindsay-Nayoro Twinning Committee

at the Lindsay Public Library on June 15 to June 23. A graduate of

U of T and OCA teachers' courses, Les taught art for several years in

Scarborough.

. "Growing up and remaining young at heart is an accomplishment to

which few can lay claim. But Mac and Vi Houstoun share their country

home with rocking horses, teddy bears and a community of dolls...".

That was the lead to a full-colour, page-and-a-half story in the

Sunday Toronto Star, May 6. MacKay was shown, sidesaddle on a

rocking horse, with five interior and exterior photographs of the

late 19th Century schoolhouse that Violet spotted eight years ago

and which they have transformed into a handsome, year-round residence.

. In spite of snow flurries, bright sun produced perfect spring

painting weather for the Haliburton Sketching Weekend in March. More

paintings were produced and shown than on any other weekend. In

addition, new member Gerry Quinney entertained with a film of his

journey to Katmandu, and another new member, Bert Small, projected a

series of slides under the general theme of painting subjects.

. Art Steven, and his wife Jessie, were hosts to the Outdoor

Sketching Group last month at their home in Port Credit. After a

morning of exploring the possibilities of the area, members assembled

to partake of good cheer, and to gaze with envy at Art's new studio.

. Norman Hathaway presided at the 1984 Spring Graduation of the

Ontario College of Art earlier this month, the first since his

appointment as principal. One feature of the ceremonies was the

presentation of Honorary Fellowships to Charles Goldhamer and member

Cleeve Home.

. Some of A.J. Casson's early watercolour paintings are currently on

exhibition at the McMichael Canadian Collection, Kleinburg. The work

covers the period in Casson's life from 1915 to the 1930's.

. Roy Austin is having a retrospective showing of his paintings at

the Cambridge Library and Gallery from June 20 to July 7. It

contains approximately 35 paintings, some done here in Ontario and

others in the Caribbean, during the 50 years since his graduation

from the Ontario College of Art.

. Members who knew the late Dr. Wallace Graham will be interested to

know that his widow, Kate, had an exhibition of her work at the

Guelph Spring Festival last month. After Wally's death in 1962, Mrs.

Graham decided to take up painting and has since made five trips to

the eastern Arctic, and while northern scenes are a big part of her

work, she also favours landscapes and flowers. Her exhibition will

also be seen in Calgary, Kingston, Montreal, Windsor and Toronto.

. The annual exhibition of Members' Small Paintings will be juried

and hung on Saturday, October 13, 1984. This year's jury is: John

Joy, Cleeve Horne and Archie Arbuckle with Gordon Peters as

alternate. The chosen paintings will remain exhibited in the Club
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until November 10. Members are invited to submit two works each, of

which the outside dimension of the frame is to be no larger than 750

mm (30 ins.). All submissions must be framed and wired ready for

hanging and delivered to the Club between Tuesday, October 10 and

10 a.m. Saturday, October 13. Entry forms must be completed and taped

to the back of each painting. They're available from Tanya Lichenberk

in the office, on delivery.

PHOTO SHOW

COMMENTS BY

CURATOR OF

CLUB COLLECTIONS

Those who think professional art juries are tough have never

experienced judging by photographic juries. Over fifty photographic

prints were submitted by Club members and were reviewed by Gordon

Rice and Ron Vickers, professional photographers, and John Morrow of

the Art Committee. The problem seemed to be that few of the prints

were darkroom products of the photographers. Snapshot or camera-club

cliches were automatically spurned. The results created the problem

of how to cover the walls of the Great Hall at short notice. The

solution was to put paintings from the Club collection in the Great

Hall. The survivors of the photographic judging are represented by

their nine works in the Lounge. Congratulations!

The summer show of the Club Collections went up early in the Great

Hall, "thanks" to a very tough photographic jury which only accepted

enough items for the Lounge. When the Lounge show comes down more

items from the Collection will be hung. One will be a pencil drawing

by Eric Aldwinckle of 'The Reverend Canon Ward - Author/Producer of

God's Friday May 1947'. This has just been matted and framed since

it turned up recently in Hunter Bishop's files.

Chuck Matthews kindly donated a photographic reproduction of a

portrait by J.E. Sampson of Barker Fairley. This will be an excellent

reminder of two important Club members.

MINDS ON THE MOVE John Sanderson brought the season for Minds on the Move to a delight-

ful close on May 16 with his very personal style of wit and wisdom,

this time dwelling on the joys of Bibliomania, under the heading

'Reefs - mostly bibliophilic'. For a former Naval Officer, the

reference to 'reefs' seemed a most appropriate metaphor.

John has that special skill of apt association based on his seemingly

endless literary resources, whether the moment calls for thrust and

parry, profound discussion, or ribald jest. It has recently been

reported that all the entries in the Oxford English Dictionary are to

become part of a comprehensive and continuing computer project, no

doubt for all kinds of good reasons; but one derives a strange, per-

haps irrational, delight in knowing that no computer program can ever

match the association of ideas which John so happily continues to

demonstrate.

*

*

*



AU REVOIR MAVOR! What a warm send-off members and their ladies gave to Mavor Moore
and his wife as they made ready to depart for the West Coast! At I
the special, crowded luncheon on May 27, the first to pay tribute
was Arthur Gelber who recounted some of the highlights of Mavor's
career and emphasized his strength of character in standing up for
his beliefs and commitment to culture.

Harry J. Boyle, with wit and enthusiasm, cited a number of examples
of Mayor's creativity and kindness and, in referring to his
strength and perception, read from Mavor's column published in the
press a few days before in which he stressed the importance of a
command of the English language both for cultural reasons and for
clarity in communicating directions to electronic devices and
computers.

Jack Yocom played a musical variation of 'Makin' Whoopee' while
Elmer Phillips sang amusing lyrics created by his wife Ruth and
himself, extolling Mavor as a superstar.

Dinah Christie, accompanying herself on a guitar, sang a happy

S,• tribute to Mavor after telling some humorous anecdotes about him.

Master of Ceremonies Robert Christie then, in gracious style,

regaled the audience with some memories of shared experiences, in
the theatre and in The Arts and Letters Club, with the guest of
honour. He chuckled over happy incidents in the past and called

upon President Jarvis to present a parchment scroll, composed by
Past-President Jim Parr with calligraphy by John Cozens.

Mavor expressed his love of the Club, as the first third generation
member, who joined when he was just 20. He always enjoyed the
friendship, warmth and conviviality of members, especially, then,
Napier Moore (no relative) whom he called "Dad" and who reciprocated
with "Son" whenever either was summoning the other to the Club phone.
He then emphasized that The Arts and Letters was a fulcrum of the
arts, where creative people and those practising in the medical,
judicial, business and other disciplines could meet, exchange views
informally and grow in enlightenment. That was important when the
Club was founded and even more important now. He closed by saying
that at The Arts and Letters Club we learn to sit down and share and
increase each other's knowledge.

CHANGES TO THE The following two Amendments to the Constitution were passed at a
CONSTITUTION Special General Meeting of Members held on November 18, 1983. The

third amendment was approved at the Annual General Meeting on May
24, 1984. (new sections underlined):

Article 4

The Club consists of Resident Members, Non-Resident Members, Junior
Members, Life Members and Honorary Members who are Honorary Members
on the day these By-laws come into effect, and those who are such U
from time to time.
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Article 7

WILLIAM FLEURY

YVON DOUCET

A Resident Member is classified a Professional who, in the opinion

of the Executive, is or has been actively engaged for a significant

period in any of the arts referred to in By-law 3 and who derives

or has derived a substantial part of his income therefrom, or who is

recognized as such by a panel of at least three professional members

of The Arts and Letters Club in the related discipline of the arts,

as set out in the aforesaid By-law 3, the panel to be elected by the

Membership Committee."

Bill Fleury, one of our architectural members, and the brother-in-

law of member Ian Cameron, died recently. He was educated at the

Royal Military College in Kingston and at the University of Toronto.

After graduation he formed a partnership with Eric Arthur which

continued until 1966 when he became associated with Basil Ludlow

with whom he worked from 1966 until retirement in 1983. During

World War II he was a Colonel in the Artillery. He was the

architect for the George Drew and the Coroner's Buildings at the
corner of Grosvenor and Grenville, the Women's Athletic Building,

University of Toronto, Castle Frank School, several churches and

a number of industrial buildings. He also designed country homes

for Life Member Clair Stewart and Robertson Davies. His drawings

and papers were given, at his request, to the Ontario Archives.

It is sad to record the death of Yvon Doucet. A member for over

40 years, he took an active role in the Club from the day he joined.

He helped install the Club's first sound system; he appeared in

stage shows; he was an expert in lettering for programs and place-

cards; he was always on call for artwork; for many years he was

*

*

Article 6 (Second paragraph)

6.A. A Junior Member is an individual who, throughout the period in

question, is under the age of 30 years, and is, in the opinion of

the Membership Committee either

a) a student enrolled in a school, college or university, or

similar educational institution, in full-time attendance in a

course or courses in which the major emphasis is on one or more

of the disciplines referred to in Article 3 of the Constitution

of the Club

OR

b) a person employed on a full-time basis in one of such

disciplines.

Junior Members shall have no vote at Meetings of Members, but if a

Junior Member wishes to advance to full membership before the age

of 30, this may be done upon request to the Membership Committee

together with payment of established dues. Thereupon such Member

shall be accorded the usual voting privileges of full members.
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responsible for maintaining our mailing list and for the mailing of
our various communications; and in more recent years he undertook q
to create panels for display on the walls during the Christmas
seasons.

He was born in New Brunswick of a large family and moved to Toronto
to attend the Ontario College of Art in 1939. While there he
helped to produce the College Year Book--designing, selling
advertising, typesetting and printing. On graduation, he joined
Simpson's display department where Jack Prior and Walter Coucill
were working. As a figure skater at the University and the Granite
Club, he showed championship skill.

During World War II Yvon joined the RCAF but was given a discharge
to join Sampson Matthews to letter wartime honour scrolls. Later,
he joined the Lincoln Wellington Regiment and served overseas in
Holland and Germany.

On his return he was employed by the Bennett Letter House,
eventually marrying Violet Mercer, whose family owned the direct
mail organization. Yvon remained there until the business was sold
in 1970.

D'ACRE F. BOULTON When D'Acre died on May 26 at the age of 78, the Outdoor Sketch
Group lost one of its active members. He and his wife Ruth were
regular participants in the Saturday and weekend sketching 4
expeditions. D'Acre, with his quiet, friendly approach, radiated
enthusiasm and encouragement on these outings.

D'Acre started his art career by winning a scholarship to the
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Art in Philadelphia. While there he
won a scholarship which permitted him to study in Europe during
1931 and 1932 where he specialized in portrait work. Following a
visit to his family in Russell, Manitoba, D'Acre found his return
to Europe blocked by authorities because of depression conditions
there and he turned to commercial art in Winnipeg.

He worked with Eaton's catalogue, Bomac, and Carton Specialties
(now part of Domtar) where he became well known as a packaging and
design artist. In 1972 he opened up his own packaging design
business operating out of his home. In 1979 he won a Packaging
Association Council (P.A.C.) packaging award.

He recently retired from package design and returned to his old
love, landscape painting and was represented in recent members
shows at the Club. He held a private showing of his work at his
home last summer.

D'Acre joined The Arts and Letters Club in 1980. He once remarked
to Ray Peringer that his one big regret was that he had not joined
much sooner. 4

History buffs will find much of interest in the Boulton family.
D'Acre's great, great, great grandfather built and lived in the

Grange (Art Gallery of Ontario).
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ALL ABOUT PEOPLE Members of the Club continue to be honoured for distinguished
MEMBERS, OF service of various kinds:

COURSE)

Mayor Moore has received an honorary degree from Memorial University,
in St. John's, as one from 'offshore' who has contributed much to
the arts and culture of Newfoundland.

Hugh Westren has been elected to the College of Fellows of the Royal
Architectural Institute of Canada for distinguished service to the
profession. Through the years, Hugh has been a lecturer at the
Ryerson Polytechnical Institute, editor of the RAIC 'Canadian Hand-
book of Practice for Architects', and responsible for the RAIC
syllabus course entitled 'Management of Projects'. He is with
Neish Owen Roland & Roy, architects and engineers.

Doug Tushingham has been elected to the Board of Trustees of the
Royal Ontario Museum for a three-year term. Doug, retired as chief
archaeologist of the ROM, was widely recognized for his studies of
the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Iranian Crown Jewels, and excavations at
Jericho and Jerusalem. He has just returned from Israel where, as
an invited guest, he attended an International Congress on Biblical
Archaeology. On the way home he worked for several weeks on ROM
material held in Manchester.

Hugh MacMillan, a liaison officer (archival sleuth) with Ontario
Archives, has received an Honorary LL.D from Laurentian University
in recognition of his tireless search for non-academic documents

-- personal journals that reflect social history and give an
intimate insight of significant Canadian events. Recently he was
the subject of a lengthy article in enRoute magazine (to be found
on our magazine rack).

Sid Bersudsky has received a Citation for Professional Design
Excellence from the National Design Council, Ottawa, "in
recognition of outstanding achievement and contribution to the
practice of design and the profession of Industrial Design in
Canada." Members will be pleased to know that Sid, recovering
from a heart attack, is "coming along well."

. The Royal Ontario Museum has acquired five pieces of furniture
designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh, and member Thomas Howarth,
the world's leading authority on Mackintosh, has been praised for

being "extremely helpful to the museum, and whose presence in
Toronto is a main reason why we (the ROM) were lucky enough to

acquire these pieces."

. The National Library of Canada has acquired the papers of Past-
SPresident Ernest MacMillan, one of the major figures in Canadian

S(7music and the first person to be knighted outside the United

Kingdom for musical achievements.

. Bill Townley recently contributed a second tape deck to the Club
and has received a note of thanks from Past-President Parr for his
generosity.

-<*§-

r
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. Elwy Yost travels in fast company. He is on the cover of the May

issue of Travelways, a motoring magazine. Then, on page 16, he can

be seen standing beside Humphry Bogart and Peter Lorre along with

Mary Astor and Sydney Greenstreet. It's all to illustrate an

article 'The Case of the Three Sam Spades'. A copy is on our

magazine rack.

The May-June issue of Equinox has two articles of special interest

to Club members. 'Respectible Rebel' tells why A.J. Casson "remains

the dean of Canadian art." While 'Chutzpah and Old Grace' presents

Ed Mirvish and his latest spectacular adventure--the revival of The

Old Vic in London. Equinon, too, is on the magazine rack.

Allen Paterson, who recently donated to the Club a copy of his

book 'The History of the Rose', has an article on 'Blossoming Trees'

in the May issue of City & Country Home.

. The May issue of The Canadian Forum features an excerpt from Hugh

Hood's 'The Scenic Art', the fifth of a projected 12-volume series

entitled The New Age.

Canadian International writer and Honorary Club Member Hugh

MacLennan, spoke and read to a large audience of the Canadian Celtic

Arts Association at the Council Chamber of St. Michael's College, on

Friday, May 25. A friendly, warm and vivid speaker, Hugh

illustrated his message that "the Celts provide the only real cement

for the Canadian nation" with fascinating glimpses of several

generations of his own family.

LIBRARY NOTES Members who enjoyed The Discovery of Insulin by Michael Bliss, will

appreciate even more his latest book Banting: A Biography. This is

the story of Frederick Banting, the man rather than the scientist,

and how he coped with fame when it was thrust upon him at the age of

31. It is not a story of total success. In a highly favourable

review in the March 24 Globe & Mail, no fewer than seven consecutive

paragraphs begin with the author's name. Such is his power over

reviewers. A signed copy, donated by Michael, and the famous review,

are on the new book shelf.

From Blair Laing the Club has received Memoirs of an Art Dealer 2.

It's the sequel to Blair's well-received first volume of the same

I name. As we have come to expect, the colour plates (77 of them) are

superb and an excellent complement to the stories of the artists,

many of whom Blair knew personally.

Franklin Carmichael: Prints gives long-awaited recognition to the

artist's graphic art skill. About 100 etchings, stencils, wood

engravings and linocuts (some in colour) are reproduced in this

, i catalogue recently published by The McMichael Canadian Collection.

The Club's copy was donated by Dick Mastin whose wife Mary, a

i • daughter of Carmichael, loaned many of the works to the recently

\ ) • concluded exhibition.

Toronto 150, subtitled 'Portrait of a Changing City', is a 126-page

*I
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booklet produced by Statistics Canada and is chockfull of

information about the city. Photographs, charts and diagrams

illustrate the upbeat text. John Scott has donated a copy to

the Library.

The Club's 16th President was Ernest MacMillan (1930-32). He

began his musical career very early by appearing as an organist

at Massey Hall at age 10 and receiving an A.R.C.O. at age 14.

Considering the fact that nine columns in the Encyclopedia of

|| Music in Canada were required to cover his career it would be

foolish to try to summarize it here in small space. However, we

are foolish enough to try. He gained an international reputation

as a conductor, organist, pianist, composer, educator, writer and

administrator. He joined the staff of the Canadian Academy as a

piano teacher in 1919. Principal, Toronto Conservatory (1926-42).

Dean, Faculty of Music, U of T (1927-52). Conductor, T.S.O.

(1931-56). Conductor, Toronto Mendelssohn Choir (1942-57). He

was knighted in 1935, the first person to be so honoured for

/musical achievement outside the United Kingdom. He was a member

of the Royal and of the Canadian College of Organists; in 1957

he became a founding member of the Canada Council, "etc., etc."

-h  MacMillan joined the Club in 1919, became an Honorary Life Member

in 1958 and died at age 80 in 1973. He took part in a number of

duets, trios and quartets. At the close of the Boar's Head Dinner

in 1936 he began a 31-year tradition of playing the First Noel,

with striking variations between each verse. His presidential

portrait was done by J.E. Sampson.

THE ARCHIVES

I

In order to tidy up the current season there remain a few gifts to

Archives to be acknowledged. Marie Jarvis, wife of our new

President, has given a copy of the program of the Convocation for

the installation of the University Chancellor - the Right

Honorable Vincent Massey - which took place on November 21st, 1947

... Ruth Collier has lent a collection of Christmas cards designed

by Club artists for their own use in order that we might choose

representative samples for the Club collection ... Jim Birnie has

given a number of photographs taken by J.E.H. MacDonald during his

visit to the Barbados in the spring of 1932 ... Alan Collier has

donated the Christmas decorative panel he did to mark the Club's

75th anniversary ... A Mr. Donald Shuttleworth has sent two articles

he wrote which were published in Insight On Collectibles - one was

on Bernard Brown, artist of the Arctic; the other was titled Two

Great Canadian Artists (Lismer and Varley) ... John McKellar

recently passed to us the slides and negatives of the 1983 Spring

Revue.

Thanks to all and apologies to anyone who may have been inadvertently

missed.

9

PAST PRESIDENT

i
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CONTRIBUTORS

TO THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop (archives), Charles Carter, Bill Haehnel, Cam

Hughes, John Irwin, John McKellar, John McLean, Jack Michel,

John Morrow (sketches and new items), Ray Peringer (library),

John Snell (curator), Les Tibbles, Ron Vickers and Wentworth

Walker. Editor: Howard Gerring. Deadline for the next

issue is August 3. Your contributions are welcomed.

---

*

*
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August, 1984

THE EXECUTIVE The pace of life in Toronto may become leisurely with the coming
AT WORK of summer, but business still goes on at the Arts and Letters Club

(except for a month-long closing, of course).

The Executive has approved in principle a proposed competition
in certain art colleges and schools, with prizes of Junior Member-
ships in the Club and, possibly, some spending credits for lunches
and dinners. Details are being discussed with the Membership,
House and Finance Committees.

An ad hoc committee, comprised of Michael Bliss, Howard Gerring
and Don Sutherland, is studying the matter of publicity/privacy as
related to the reporting of Club activities, events and news. If
you have views on this subject, the committee would be pleased to
hear from you, soon.

Bill Matheson and his House Committee have been consulting with
Erika Hamann (recently confirmed as Club steward) and chef David
Wolfe regarding additional kitchen equipment and, best of all, new
menu choices for lunch that sound very interesting.

The treasurer, Peter Large, indicates that membership fees for
the current year are being paid with reasonable promptness, but that
money is needed to maintain Club activities. If you have overlooked
paying your fees, he hopes that only a gentle reminder will be
sufficient.

Passed unanimously by the Executive recently was a proposal to
^ continue sending the Newsletter to the widows of deceased members

for a period of one year, and to invite them to attend Ladies
Luncheons, Evening Musicales and the Spring Review.

. The Executive has been advised that the Art Committee now retains

Sj a commission of 20 per cent, up from 15 per cent, on work sold from
Sa. exhibitions in the Club. The purpose is to make more funds avail-

S able to the art purchase fund.

. You'll recall that a York Wilson Memorial Fund was established

S shortly after the artist passed away. It now amounts to over $3,000,
and it has been proposed that a sculpture of York be cast in bronze.
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. Chairmen and members of standing committees and sub-committees

have been approved and, for your information and future reference,

they are:

Activities

Theatre/cinema

Music

Literary

Minds on the Move

House

Membership

John McLean, Chairman

Mike Spence

David Priddle

Don Sutherland

Peter Hermant

Alan Collier

Jay Manning

Bill Matheson, Chairman

Bill Towney

Roly Pincoe

Reg Wallace

John Scott

Jay Manning, Chairman

John Little

Norman McMurrich

John Morrow

Art

Secretary

Co-ordinator, posters, etc.

Club Curator

Communications

Finance

Planning

Nominating

E

Alan Collier, Chairman

Les Tibbles

Ray Cattell

John Snell

Howard Gerring, Chairman

Michael Bliss

Don Sutherland

Peter Large, Chairman

David Franco

Bill Matheson

Jay Manning

Hugh Westren, Chairman

Peter Large, Chairman

E

E

. In regard to another fund, set up some years ago for scholarships,

the treasurer has been given authority to disband it and the money

on hand given to the Royal Conservatory of Music of the University

of Toronto for the support of a needy student. The charter for the

Institute set up to administer the scholarship fund will be

surrendered.

i
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COMING EVENTS

b :o mark on

your calendar)

Sat. Aug. 18

Mon.

Fri.

Mon.

Tue.

Sat.

Wed.

Fri.

Thu.

Wed.

Fri.

Mon.

Wed.

Sat.

Wed.

Fri.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.
Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

3

7

10

11

15

19

21

27

3

5

8

10

13

17

19

- Sketching trip to Creemore (hosts Jean and Stan
Edwards)

- Club closed

- Executive Meeting

- Ladies' Luncheons resume

- Literary Luncheons resume

- Maclean's cover art show to be hung
- Ladies' Night (speaker: Franklin Arbuckle re

Maclean's covers)
- Executive Meeting

- Members' Dinner

- First Evening Musicale (A & L musicians)
- Executive Meeting

- Club closed for Thanksgiving
- Ladies' Night

- Members' small paintings show to be hung
- Minds on the Move luncheon

- Executive Meeting

- Members' Dinner

ARTISTS AT WORK . The Annual Exhibition of Members' Small Paintings will be juried
and hung on Saturday, October 13. This year's jury (for all
exhibitions) is: Franklin Arbuckle, Cleeve Horne and John Joy, with
Gordon Peters as alternative. Each member may submit two works of
which the maximum outside dimension of the frame must be no larger
than 76.2 cm (30 ins.). All submissions must be framed, wired for
hanging and delivered to the Club between Tuesday, October 9 and
10:00 a.m. Saturday, October 13. Triplicate entry forms must be
picked up from Tanya Lichtenberk in the office on delivery. One copy
will be taped to the back of the painting and two copies will remain
in the office.

A tentative schedule for other art exhibitions for the coming year
will see a one-man show by Rudi Stussi in November, Members' Drawings
in January, Carmichael graphics in February, work by Aileen
Richardson in March, and a one-man show by Gordon Peters in May.
Artists will be needed to work on the Boar's Head decorations in
December, and the Spring Review decorations in April.

School children, community college art students and senior
citizen groups were among the many who viewed watercolours, brush
drawings and some oils by Les Tibbles in his show 'Impressions of
Japan' on view in Lindsay in June. The mayor opened the exhibition,
which was sponsored by the Lindsay-Nayoro (Japan) Twinning Committee.

. John McLean is having an exhibition of his work in oils, water-
colours and ink at the Medonte Gallery, 583 Church Street, from
October 4 until the end of the month. It is the first time John has
exhibited at this particular gallery.

S

I,
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. Member Chris Yaneff's Gallery will be exhibiting a collection of

paintings, watercolours and drawings by the Group of Seven and

followers (Tom Thomson, A.Y. Jackson, Leloine Fitzgerald, Franz

Johnston, Lismer, Carmichael, Beatty, and Casson) from September 29

- October 13.

. The September issue of Reader's Digest will feature "Visions of

Canada's Past--richly detailed paintings by Lewis Parker, the people

and events in great chapters of our nation's history."

INTERESTED IN

STAMPS?

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE

(Members, of

course)

If you are interested in stamps, in Club members who have designed

stamps, members whose paintings have been reproduced on stamps, or

in members who have been honoured with stamps, check with Hunter

Bishop. He has compiled an album which shows those which related

in some way to the Club. The stamps were given to the Club by

member Sam Sharp. The first was issued in June, 1949, to mark the

200th anniversary of Halifax and it shows a painting by C.W.

Jeffreys; the most recent is a stamp issued in 1983 to honour E.J.

Pratt and his poetry. In between those dates are 33 other stamps

of interest. Nine were designed by Emmanuel Hahn, two by Casson,

three illustrated by Glen Loates, and two designed by Chris Yaneff.

The stamps were issued in denominations from 2¢ for one by Hahn to

$2.00 for one showing a painting by Alan Collier, surely the least

expensive Collier available today.

. Non-resident member Alexander G. McKay was elected President of

the Royal Society of Canada at the annual general meeting in June.

The term calls for three years of service as chief executive

officer of Canada's national academy of scholars and researchers in

the humanities, social sciences, and sciences. Sandy has been

editor of the Society's publications, the Proceedings and

Transactions, and the Symposia volumes, for 15 years. He has also

been elected to a three-year term as Vice-President of the

International Union of Academies, based in Brussels, Belgium.

. Congratulations are in order for Harold Dyment and Odric H.

Smith, who are our newest Life Members.

Jack McNie, another non-resident member from Hamilton, was

recently praised for his contributions to the arts, in particular

Hamilton Place which recently celebrated its 10th anniversary:

"Jack is a good example of the person who believes that the arts

are an integral part of any mature community and who has sought t<

make it so in his personal and corporate life. As president of

R.T. Kelly Inc. advertising agency, he gave leadership to many

I

. Al and Ruth Collier are away on their annual summer sketching

trip, this time to western Canada and the eastern Arctic. From a

base in Banff/Calgary, Al was able to fly to Resolute, a community

named after one of the ships which searched for John Franklin in

1853. Resolute is far north of the Arctic Circle and due east of

the North Magnetic Pole; a compass needle there points due west--

a 900 declination.
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cultural events, most notably the realization of Hamilton Place. As
a member of the Ontario government he gave a high priority and
increased funding to the arts scene for which he had a responsibility."

Jack has been busy travelling to distant places recently. As Chairman,
Management Council, of the International Council of Adult Education,
he was a member of several panels at its Conference in Shanghai. Last
Fall he attended an executive meeting at an Arab Conference in Baghdad.

Members of the Ontario Bi-Centennial Advisory Committee held a
meeting last month in Kenora. Member Arthur Gelber, Chairman of OBAC,
was co-host with Margaret Birch. Club members who attended were
Anthony Adamson, John Bradshaw, Lyman Henderson, Bruce Legge and
Frank McEachren.

Strangely, we read in an English publication recently that a
$32,000 International Bach Piano Competition will be held in
Toronto May 1 - 12, 1985. The competition was conceived by member
Nicholas Goldschmidt, artistic director of the Guelph Spring
Festival, and it has been endorsed by an honorary advisory board of
world-renowned musicians headed by Conductor Leonard Bernstein. The
first prize will be $15,000, the highest cash prize yet awarded in
an international piano competition. Every three years a prize of
$50,000 will be awarded to a person judged to have made a
distinctive contribution to music and communications. Both events
are linked to the late Glenn Gould, a superb interpreter of the
works of Bach whose 300th birthday is being celebrated next year.
All revenues will go to the Glenn Gould Memorial Foundation.

. Member Leon Katz joined ten Canadian artists for an art tour of
Israel sponsored by the Canada-Israel Cultural Foundation from May
21 to June 4. It was Leon's eighth visit to Israel since 1957.

- --------- _ --f When Mrs. Lela Wilson, wife of our late member, learned of Leon's
planned visit, she asked him to take York's ashes with him and to
scatter them in Israel. Leon did so, in the Peace Forest located
outside Jerusalem, and on the spot he planted a tree which was then
certified and numbered with York's name.

. President Ken Jarvis reports that he has discussed with Mavor
Moore the idea of Mavor starting an Arts and Letters Club in
Vancouver where he is taking up residence. Mavor intends to
attempt to do so. Incidentally, Mavor devoted an entire recent
Globe and Mail column to the opening of the Canadian Music Centre's
national headquarters in Toronto which has been named Chalmers
House in honour of Floyd and Jean Chalmers as benefactors. He
ended the column with: "Chalmers House is only one of the legacies
left to us by an extraordinary Canadian and his family."

. In case you missed a Grange Commission article in the Globe and
Mail recently, here are the first two paragraphs:

"Paul Lamek found out he was a media personality when actor Gordon
Pinsent's wife demanded her husband introduce her to the lawyer for
the royal commission probing 36 baby deaths at Toronto's Hospital
for Sick Children.



THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORON TO * THiL ARTS & LE I Tf RS CL UE

LIBRARY NOTES

"He (Mr. Pinsent) came up to me in the grocery store and said, 'My

wife says I've got to talk to you, she sees you all the time on the

Grange Commission,' "Mr. Lamke said. "So I went over and talked to 4
her about the case and in the end Gordon turned to me and said, 'You

know, Paul, you're lucky--you've got a series'."

SThe Kawartha Summer Theatre is celebrating its 20th anniversary

this year, and its producer for the last 18 years has been Dennis

Sweeting who joined the Club a few months ago. The Lindsay summer

stock theatre has been a successful one and a number of well-known

theatrical people have launched their careers on its stage,

including Richard MacMillan, at Stratford this summer, Gerry Eldrid,

general manager for Stratford, Gordon Thompson, now starring in

Dynasty, R.H. Thomson, Marilyn Lightstone and Ronald Ulrich, artistic

director of the Huron County Playhouse.

SNed Hanson's Boys' Choir of Toronto and the Hanson Singers (with

Edward Moroney as accompanist) have announced dates for five

concerts: a mid summer night's dream on October 13, choral

selections of J.S. Bach February 16, the annual Christmas Spectacular

on December 15, motets and madrigals April 13 and English and French

Canadian folk songs May 25. All concerts are held at Holy Trinity

Church, the T. Eaton Centre.

SMember Ernest Seitz, who died in 1978 at the age of 86, has had

his name given to a small park on Foxbar Crescent. Seitz was an

accomplished pianist who taught at the Royal Conservatory for years.

As a boy of 12 he composed a ditty which, with words by actor Gene

Lockhart, became "The World is Waiting for the Sunrise", said to be 4
the most popular tune in Canada's history.

SMavor Moore has written from Vancouver to correct a bit of

history published in the last Newsletter ("Mavor expressed his love

of the Club, as the first third generation member, who joined when

he was 20"). Mavor has since learned that Life Member Robert Hunter

is the first third generation member, having followed his grand-

father, Sir Edmund Walker, and his father, Carl Hunter, into our

ranks. Incidentally, Mavor expects to drop into the Club some time

during the Fall.

SThe Metropolitan Toronto Library Board has mounted a photographic

exhibition titled 'Faces: 150 Famous Torontonians' which will be on

view until September 14. Among the 150 men and women from past and

present, Ray Peringer has identified the following deceased and

present Club members (perhaps you'll recognize others when you see

the exhibit): Ernest MacMillan, Glenn Gould, C.T. Currelly, Vincent

Massey, Eric Arthur, Frederick Banting, E.J. Pratt, and the Group of

Seven, and present members Mavor Moore, Ed Mirvish, Barker Fairley,

Robertson Davies and Murray Davis.

Members' generosity towards the library continues strong--all books

mentioned in this report were donated. Leading the parade are three

works which celebrate Toronto's Sesquicentennial. Outstanding is a (
reproduction of the 1898 book Art Work on Toronto. It's a

collection of duotone photographs of a city on the verge of great-
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ness. The quality and clarity of the photographs have been

J maintained in this limited edition reprint. Copy number 154/950
has been donated by Dr. John Ross, a new Club member, whose son
published it. The Globe and Mail, in its July 26 issue, published
an unusually glowing review of the book.

Coincident with Toronto's Sesqui, we have the 150th anniversary of
the founding of the St. George's Society. To mark the occasion, the
Society has published St. George's Society of Toronto Sesqui-
centennial 1834-1984. Attractive and informative, the 36-page
booklet was edited by the Society's 2nd Vice-President Mary Pat Hay.
The long-standing connection between the Arts & Letters Club and St.
George's has been duly noted, and Walter Coucill's drawing of St.

George's Hall graces the front cover. Our copy of the booklet has

been donated by John Irwin who holds the unique distinction of being

a Past-President of the Club and the Society. John also donated to
the Club the original of the Coucill work which hangs just outside

the Great Hall.

And even Canada Post gets into the Sesqui spirit. Postmark Toronto
is a glossy, well-illustrated history of 150 years of postal service

in Toronto. Our copy is a gift of the Library Committee.

As members know, Paul Fleck was appointed President of the Banff
Centre about two years ago. During his visit to the Club this past
winter, Paul donated to the library a copy of Artists, Builders and
Dreamers; 50 Years at the Banff School. With flowing text and many

photographs, it tells the story of the Centre's growth from a humble

appendage to the University of Alberta to a cultural institution of
world renown.

Charles Carter, perhaps the library's most frequent donor, has
added two more books--both by deceased Club members. Donald
Creighton will long be remembered for his forthright opinions of
Canada and its destiny. The Passionate Observer contains a
selection of his writings from the decade before his death in 1979.
Marsh Hay is a satirical play by Merrill Denison written in the
1920's. Curiously it has never been performed. The introduction
gives a good sketch of the playwright and his work; the frontispiece
shows Denison's portrait, a photograph taken by Hunter Bishop, and
which may be seen in the entrance hallway.

There are many books on how to make an etching. But the recent gift
to the library by Bill Shelden is special. Making an Etching was
written in 1932 by Levon West, himself one of England's noted
etchers. Excellent photographs and short text takes the novice and
the expert etcher through the entire process. The book concludes
with the author's analysis of 16 famous etchings all of which are
reproduced and tipped in, including work by Rembrandt, Whistler and
Legros.

C
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PAST-PRESIDENT

BARRY CLEVELAND

Cleveland was an English-born architect who worked on some of the
largest buildings in Canada. He collaborated with Jules Wegman on
the Canadian Bank of Commerce (for some time the highest building
in the British Empire). He also worked on the new Parliament

Buildings in Ottawa, and on the Sun Life headquarters in Montreal.

The man was fascinated by the music of massed choirs--as was his

fellow member Gus Bridle--and he mobilized a choir of 1,800 voices
to be conducted by H.A. Fricker at the C.N.E. grandstand. Cleve-

land was also responsible for classical musical extravaganzas at

Massey Hall, the Coliseum, and for the Toronto Centennial colossal

dream-theatre held in Riverdale Park in 1934.

Cleveland joined the Club in 1917 and served as President 1932-34;
he died a few months short of completing his term of office. He
brought the pageantry of the Boar's Head Dinner to its highest peak

because of the limitless amount of time and detail he was prepared

to devote to this work. His presidential portrait was done by Wyly
Grier.

THE ARCHIVES Archives currently provides yet another salute to the Toronto Sesqui-
centennial celebration by exhibiting some of the items in our

collection of photographs of old buildings used for entertainment
and culture. Many members will recognize the fact that this sample
of photographs was part of a much larger archival exhibition which,
a few years ago, covered the walls of the dining hall.

The National Gallery of Canada has quite recently published an up-
to-date issue of its catalogue which lists all the slides in its
collection. A few have been purchased for the audio/visual
archives of the Club.

Thanks go to Roly Pincoe and Ray Peringer, who helped rearrange

archival files in the southwest corner of the bar area and in the

downstairs office. Thanks also go to Mrs. Marie Jarvis who passed
along a number of archival items; some of these deal with various
services held to mark the 100th anniversary of the city of Toronto.

Bill Hemmerick has kindly turned over to archives two sets of

photographs which he took during rehearsals of the recent Spring
Revue.

CONTRIBUTORS

TO THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop, Campbell Hughes, Bill Matheson, John McLean, John

Morrow (sketches) and Ray Peringer (Library Notes and other news).

Editor: Howard Gerring. Deadline for the next issue is Friday,
October 5. Your contributions are welcomed.
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NEW MEMBERSHIP

TELEPHONE LIST

J1

~*.~B LmERS CLUB ~ TORDNTD.. -

SPRING REVIEW 1985

NEW MEMBERS

The Club is now beginning work on a new Membership Telephone List

which will be in small booklet form, but with larger type. The

names of all members will appear in one alphabetical list for

convenience in looking up numbers. Professional and Non-Resident

members will be discreetly identified, and other new treatments

will also be included.

This suggests two important matters which some members should deal

with now:

1. If your dues have not been paid, or you have not made an

arrangement with the Treasurer, your name will not appear.

2. If your telephone number(s) is no longer as shown in the

present folder (and many aren't) please advise the Club's Office

Administrator.

John McKellar asks that anyone interested in becoming involved in

the 1985 Spring Review--as an actor or playwright--should get in

touch with him now. If you would like to be part of the stage

crew, contact Roly Pincoe.

John Robert Ross, a retired medical doctor, is a published author

of a hardcover book on Scottish Clans, and of 19 papers on medical

research. He is also a painter of landscapes in oil.

Ralph Blend is also a physician, but his hobby is playing the

clarinet and cello and there is hope that he will become involved

in our chamber music evenings.

Charles S. Pachter is a graphic artist with degrees from the

University of Toronto, the Sorbonne and the Cranbrook Academy of

Art.

Dennis D. Sweeting, our third non-resident member in Sunderland,

Ontario, is an actor, writer, director and producer, and busy

with the Academy Theatre, Lindsay.

Charles D. Magee is a retired freelance teacher who studied

painting at the Chelsea School of Art. He is also a published

author ('In the Forests of the Night') under the name of Stephen

Martel.

P(
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Tue. Oct.

Wed. Oct.

Thu. Oct.

Wed. Oct.

Tue.

Sat.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.

Wed.

Tue.

Thu.

Wed.

Sat.

Tue.

Wed.

Wed.

Thu.

24 -

Fri.

Oct.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

25 -

Dec.

Mon. Dec.

16 - Literary Table: Ian Montagnes re some publishing

anecdotes.

17 - Minds on the Move - Norman Elder, with slides,

speaks on 'The Part Played by the Americans in

invading Granada'

18 - Members' Dinner to welcome new members. Sid

Johnson will 'explain' what it is to be an arts and

letters Club.

24 - Ladies' Night - John Joy will demonstrate water-

colour painting.

30 - Literary Table: John Seltzer, 'a literary enthusiasm'

10 - Hanging of Rudi Stussi one-man show.

12 - Opening of the Stussi exhibition. Open bar. 8 p.m.

13 - Literary Table: Harry Campbell talks about his stay

in China.

14 - Ladies' Night - dramatic readings.

21 - Minds on the Move luncheon.

27 - Literary Table: Susan Swan, poetess.

29 - Members' Dinner - The Great Debate: "Be it resolved

that the current condition of art in Canada stinks."

Paul Lamek will defend, Michael Spence will speak

against.

5 - Evening Musicale.

8 - Decorate the Great Hall for Christmas.

11 - Literary Table: Jack Riede with European publishing

reminiscences.

12 - Ladies' Night - Carol singing.

19 - Minds on the Move.

20 - Christmas luncheon.

26 - Club closed.

28 - Boar's Head Dinner

31 - New Year's luncheon.

Each Monday, Ladies for lunch; Literary Table in the Lamps Room on

Tuesdays, and Life Sketching Tuesday evenings.

I

Tom McNeely is a well-known illustrator whose work was recently

displayed on the walls of the Great Hall. As a former Club member,

we welcome him back.

Keith Bissell, the brother of member Claude Bissell, has spent his

life conducting, composing and teaching music, and is widely known

in the Club.

Roger D. Yachetti, a non-resident member living in Hamilton, hopes

to participate in our stage productions as an actor and writer.

His profession: barrister and solicitor.

Heath Lamberts is an actor who hardly needs an introduction. He

will be appearing again in his highly praised role in Cyrano de

Bergerac, this season at the Royal Alexandra Theatre.

Hugh Morland is an insurance broker with off-business interests in

music, painting and sculpture.

THI

COMING EVENTS

(to mark on

your calendar)
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ARTISTS AT WORK . While there have been cartoon and illustration galleries attempted
in Toronto, the illustrative world owes a debt of gratitude to Jack
Wildridge who presented such an exhibition at his Roberts Gallery
during September. It featured the work of three artists whose
pictures have been hung on past occasions on the walls of the Great
Hall and the Lounge of our Club: Club member Tom McNeely, Will
Davies and Tom Bjarnason. A book is being published with colour
reproductions of the showing.

. Are you aware that the third floor of the Club is truly a
professional environment in which to enhance your skills in
portraiture, costume and life drawing and painting? Suggested in
1967 as a place to hone skills in the company of other talented
artists, the idea was implemented a few years later. Beginner or
established artist, member or non-member, male or female will
benefit from the exchange of ideas, comparison of results and
observing other approaches to mutual creative problems. Every
Tuesday evening from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. you can enjoy this
artistic company for only $5.00 per session. Quick poses will
sharpen your observation. Long poses will give you an opportunity
to realize your painting ambitions in depth.

. Thomas Chatfield has a one-man show of paintings opening at the
Lourie Gallery in the Royal York Hotel from 5 to 9 p.m. on

/y Wednesday, October 17. The exhibition runs until October 29. He
'/ has had more than 50 such exhibitions across Canada and the U.S.A.

and has exhibited in Ontario House, London, England, and the
1, 1McMichael Canadian Collection among others.

. Roy Austin, designer of sets for many of our stage presentations

for well over a quarter of a century, had a one-man retrospective
-- c •QA recently. Some say it was about his 50th such show. A painter on

r "\' an international scale, he brings his design sense to landscapes of
l  many lands but with emphasis on his current homesite in Cambridge,

Ontario.

S. John Joy, who will demonstrate watercolour painting at our Ladies'

•so_ E• A Night on Wednesday, October 24, recently participated in a show in

the Aurora area. A contribution by a professional such as John

always encourages other artists and enhances such a presentation.

. John McLean is currently the subject of a solo exhibition at the

Medonte Gallery at 583 Church Street, running for the month of

October. John had one of his first viewings at the Club some years

ago. His work in ink, watercolours and oils indicates how retire-

ment can enhance well-developed aesthetic sensibilities.

. Lewis Parker was the subject of an interesting six-page article

in the September Reader's Digest, entitled 'He Brings Our Past to
Life'. It was adapted from a story in The Beaver, the magazine of

the Hudson's Bay Company, and was illustrated with eight colour
reproductions of his paintings (and one of Lew). The text

described his dedication to exact historic detail combined with an
ability to tell complex and interconnected stories. He was also
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identified as the successor to the late Past-President of the Club,

C.W. Jefferys; Lew, however, focuses more on the quiet dramas and

routine activities of everyday life in bygone times: peaceful

rather than heroic paintings.

Club members (who have been privileged to see his work in print,

on the screen or on the walls of the Club) will agree with the

article sub-head: 'You can almost hear the children laugh and see

the wind ruffle the sails in the vivid historical canvases of this

great Canadian painter'.

. Christopher Adeney has been invited to show his watercolours

'New dimensions in realism'/'Un realisme nouveau' at the newly

inaugurated La Maison de la Culture. This attractive

pluridisciplinary cultural centre is housed in the beautiful old

Glendon Hall, on Glendon Campus, Bayview at Lawrence. Doctor

Gerard Bastien, Honorary Consul of Senegal, will preside at the

opening, Thursday, November 1, from 6 to 10 p.m., and the

exhibition will be on view for a further three days: Friday, from

12 to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday, from 12 to 5:30 p.m.

. The July 14 outing of the sketch group was to Lake Scugog where,

after exploring the area, some 24 members and wives gathered at

the Brock cottage located on the northwest side of the Island.

Hosts were Ted Brock and his mother Helen, who made everyone feel

welcome. A look at their guest book indicated that this was not

the first time A & L members had gathered there. Our

indefatigable leader, Les Tibbles, expressed appreciation to Helen

and Ted for providing wonderful hospitality and a focal point for

the occasion.

On August 18 the sketch group members were the guests of Stan and

Jean Edwards at their summer place near Creemore. After a

morning's work, carried out in spite of some periods of adverse

weather, the group assembled to partake of a lunch, including what

everyone agreed was the best corn on the cob they had ever tasted.

Before the group left, Jean sang a short medley of folk songs to

an appreciative audience, recalling for many those numerous

occasions in the past when she entertained us in the Club.

MUSIC Entertainment at the last Ladies' Night of the 1983-84 season, on

May 30, took the form of an informal concert played by member Stan

King on an electronic organ kindly lent for this occasion by Mr.

Web Vance, who was present in the audience. As David Franco

remarked, this was the first time such an instrument had ever been

heard in the Club, and what a remarkable instrument it was! It

successively (and successfully) pretended to be a piano, a guitar,

a big band, and much more. It could even be programmed to provide

a rhythmic background without any help from the player!

In fact, the only thing more remarkable than the instrument was

the masterful way in which Stan played it as he romped through a

widely varied program going all the way from 'All Creatures Great

and Small' to 'Land of Hope and Glory'. Between numbers he broke
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off to chat informally and most amusingly with the audience. It was

a quite unique evening and lots of fun! In his closing remarks Stan
said that joining the Club was the best thing he had done since
coming to Toronto and thanked it for the pleasure it has given him.
He has already more than repaid the 'debt'.

The first musical evening of the current season consisted of two

parts, the first a performance of works from the baroque period, the
second a talk on the development of music since then. A planned

third section, a film illustrating trends in modern music, had to be
omitted because a strike made it impossible to obtain the tapes.

The artists for the first part were: Leslie Young, oboe; Anne Marie

Copp, flute, and Carol Birtch, piano. They played three works:

Sonata for flute and piano by Sammartini, Sonata for flute and piano

by J.S. Bach, and Trio Sonata for flute, oboe and piano by Vivaldi.

The speaker for the second part was member Marcel Ray who quickly

traced the development of music and musical instruments up to the

baroque period and discussed the enormous change which then

occurred due to the invention of new instruments capable of a wide

range of dynamic effects. It was a most enjoyable and interesting

evening.

LADIES' NIGHT Back in pre-television time, when popular magazines were showcases

A COVER STORY of artistic and literary talents, Maclean's, with its outstanding

covers and illustrations, was one of the pacesetters. Some of the

original paintings for the covers, restored and framed, have been

on view at the Club for the past four weeks. They included works

by Jimmy Hill, Rex Woods, Bill Winters and others. But the artist

whose paintings really helped Maclean's covers command attention on

the cluttered newsstands was Franklin Arbuckle. He fascinated a

Club audience on September 19 when he recounted just some of his

many adventures while he sketched and painted across Canada.

With a neck-mike, freed from the lectern, he figuratively took

members down a dark mineshaft, up mountain slopes; in a bobbing

boat with a half-mad skipper, and then into a truck, easels under

our arms, to escape a pack of wolves. Altogether, his presentation

and his art were a magical blending of imagination and perception.

Many of Archie's sketches, painted in pursuit of subjects,

travelling like Diogenes enquiring of residents "What's in this

town to see?" were later sold as easel paintings.

Ray Cattell called upon George Gilmour, a retired director of

SMaclean-Hunter Limited, to provide an historical preface to the
evening's exhibition. Al Collier introduced Archie with many

amusing anecdotes of their shared experiences at the Ontario

College of Art and in studios. Floyd Chalmers, Honorary Chairman

of Maclean-Hunter Limited was recognized at Head Table by Ray as

the one "without whose help Maclean's would never have been".

Truly a superb evening unique to the A & L!
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MEMBERS' DINNER The September 27 Members' Dinner was a unique experience socially

and aesthetically. John McLean chaired this meeting attended by

members, their ladies and guests. Robert Jekyll, Chairman of

Visual Arts Ontario and the founding President of Artists In

Stained Glass, introduced the speaker Johannes Schreiter, who was

on his first trip to Canada to address the ROM and conduct a

creative design seminar in Robert Jekyll's studio for professional

stained-glass designers from across Canada and the U.S.A.

Professor Johannes Schreiter, an internationally recognized glass

designer from West Germany, used a two-screen slide presentation

backed with music by Bach and other masters to show and explain the

development of his windows for a number of historic cathedrals,

modern churches, buildings and residences in Europe. Rather than

using the conventional variations of medieval, multi-coloured

symbolism, he creates an almost monochromatic style enlivened by

graphic lines, slashes, arrows and flashes of erupting colours.

The speaker was warmly thanked by John Wevers, who said: "This

lecture has indeed been something quite extraordinary. We have

been introduced to an area, and a way of looking at things that,

I think, is foreign to practically all of us. I can easily under-

stand why you have had some opposition. It is only natural that

in trying to be prophetic in connection with the artistic, somehow

a new approach to art and a really exciting understanding of the

place of art in modern society has been evolved--one in which art

becomes the forerunner. We are much indebted to you for what you

have given us; it will give us a great deal of thought for many

days to come."

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE

(Members, of

course)

. Ned Hanson, The Boys' Choir of Toronto, The Hanson Singers and

Ted Moroney playing the organ, have made a new record of Christmas

music called 'A New Carol Record for Christmas'. A copy has been

donated to the Club archives.

. William Selby Rogers was the subject of a well documented

article in the Trinity College Bulletin, Vol.21, No.4. Although

recently retired, he has been charged by the PR department of the

University with responsibility for "improving the perception of

the Faculty of Arts and Science in the eyes of the world."

. Healey Willan, the distinguished president of the Club in 1922-23,

and who died in 1968 at the age of 88, had a Parkette named after

him this past summer at Ulster St. and Euclid Ave. It adjoins the

Church of St. Mary Magdalene where, for 47 years, Dr. Willan was

organist and choirmaster. A Toronto Historical Board plaque was

unveiled by Archbishop Lewis Garnsworthy, who spoke of Healey's

great contribution as a composer of liturgical music. Several of

Healey's limericks were quoted, for which he was noted, as older

members will recall. Evensong followed, beautifully rendered by

both choirs of the church, of music composed largely by Willan.

It was a fitting climax to an impressive service of dedication

and remembrance.

1

i

1
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. Frank Denton, whose wife died this past summer, is in Bell Wing
of the Toronto General Hospital but is 'punning' and in good
spirits. He celebrated his 88th birthday on September 24, an
event marked with flowers from the Club.

. Friends of Winifred Cozens, wife of John Cozens, will be glad to
know that she is recovering from the unexpected amputation of her
right leg. This occurred in late August due to an unfortunate
combination of diabetes with other sudden problems. She hopes to
be out to Ladies' events soon.

. New member Dan Parr (he joined the Club last April) spent the
summer as musical director for Theatre Collingwood. Under the
artistic direction of Kevin McCormick, the company mounted the
Sound of Music, Cabaret, Godspell, and three musical revues,
entertaining people in Owen Sound, Meaford, Wasaga Beach and, of
course, Collingwood. Now back in Toronto, Dan continues to
compose and study, and performs at 'His Majesty's Feast' dinner
theatre most nights.

. Canada Council Chairman Maureen Forrester recently accepted a
$500,000 gift from the Chalmers family. The donation is to be
called the Jean A. Chalmers Fund and will provide assistance for
special activities in the crafts, on a one-time basis.

. Ian McGillvray and his wife were the subject of an article in
the Fall issue of Homes for unusual reasons. Before their marriage,
Mary Glendinning decided to have a home built specifically with the
needs of a single woman in mind, utilizing a postage-stamp plot 25
by 35 feet which she owned. Ian designed it and construction of a
five-level, six-room house was completed in June, 1982. The
architect/client relationship was so good that they married that

September. The house intended for a single woman soon was 'filled'
with a family of three, and they have since moved to a new home in

York Mills. The original property is for sale.

. The Royal Canadian Institute's 1984-85 program will have two Club
members as lecturers: J. Tuzo Wilson on Sunday, November 4, on the

subject 'The Ontario Science Centre, the delights of science

revealed'; on the following Sunday, November 11, Michael Bliss will

speak on 'Banting after insulin, the strains of heroism'. The

lectures are held in the Medical Sciences Auditorium, University of

Toronto, at 3 p.m. Admission is free and there are a total of eight

lectures from October 14 to December 2.

. Non-resident member Murray Adaskin, of Victoria, was one of

several individuals on whom honorary degrees were conferred by the

University during September.

I

COMMENTS BY No new works have been added to the Collection recently but John
CURATOR OF Morrow has very kindly donated a number of interesting catalogues,
CLUB COLLECTIONS etc., which will be useful resource material. He also included a

few show invitations, which are appreciated since the Art Committee
has expressed a desire to establish a scrapbook of invitations for
shows by Club artists. Additional donations are invited - please

leave any at the Club for the attention of the Curator.
I
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I LIBRARY NOTES

PAST-PRESIDENT

H. NAPIER MOORE

THE ARCHIVES

Masterpieces of Twentieth-Century Canadian Painting is the catalogue

produced for the recent exhibition of Canadian art at The Norton

Gallery and School of Art in West Palm Beach, Florida. Text is by

Life Member E. Robert Hunter, Director Emeritus of The Norton

Gallery of Art, who also selected the works and served as Guest

Curator for this exhibition. The well-illustrated catalogue is a

gift of another Life Member, Wentworth Walker, who happens to be

Bob Hunter's cousin.

There seems to be a resurgence of Canadian art magazines. For many

years the Club library subscribed to Artscanada and Artmagazine.

Each has ceased publication--the former almost two years ago, and

the latter last December. Now, two new publications, both of which

are on the magazine rack, are attempting to fill the void. Canadian

Art revives the name of a former art publication; it is published by

a partnership of Maclean-Hunter Limited and Key Publishers. The Art

Post is published by Art Post Publications. The library has one-

year subscriptions to these magazines, so members' comments are

solicited.

The last Library Notes indicated that Merrill Denison's play, Marsh

Hay, had never been performed. Geoffrey Burn believes that it was,

in March 1974 at Hart House Theatre, and wonders if he is correct.

Can anyone confirm this?

Napier Moore was born in Newcastle-on-Tyne and, as a young man,

emigrated to Canada in 1912. He gained experience as a sub-editor

and roving reporter on the Montreal Star beginning in 1916. In

1926 he became editor of Maclean's Magazine, a post he held for

more than 20 years before becoming editorial director of the

Maclean Hunter Publishing Company.

Moore was elected President of the Periodical Press Association in

1952. In retirement he lived in the Bahamas for about ten years.

He was married twice; both wives died before his death on April 4,

1963.

Known as an outstanding entertainer and master of ceremonies, Moore

joined the Club in 1926. For the decade of the 1930's he was the

director and producer of the Club's Spring Revue, as well as Club

president 1934-36. His presidential portrait was done by J.E.

Sampson.

In the last issue of the Newsletter the editor ran a story to

remind members that the Club held a small but selective collection

of postage stamps, each of which had some relationship to a member.

To that collection has now been added a stamp designed by Os Schenk.

The stamp was issued on May 18 to commemorate the visit of the

world's tall sailing ships to eastern Canada. The stamp shows a

Class A square-rigged being escorted by smaller sailboats. As the

denomination is the current 32¢, Canada Post printed a 'limited'

edition of 20 million copies.

*

*
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Os is a graduate of the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. He

has been a designer for many years and is particularly known as a

painter of marine subjects. He has given to Archives a corner

block of four stamps, a first day cover, a poster and a postcard

all relating to this new stamp.

CONTRIBUTORS

TO THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop (Archives), Bill Haehnel (Music), Robert Hume, Jay

Manning, John McLean, John Morrow (illustrations and news items),

Ray Peringer (Library Notes), John Snell (Curator), Ron Vickers,

Wentworth Walker, H.G. Walton-Ball and John Weavers. Editor:

Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed and solicited.

Deadline for the next issue: December 7, 1984.
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*

MINDS ON THE MOVE

*

Yes, Virginia, there is another Arts and Letters Club in Ontario and
it's alive and well in Port Dover' On the morning of December 6,
coming by chartered bus, 25 young people in their early teens arrived
at our Club with notebooks and pens to record their inauguration into
membership of The Arts and Letters Club of Port Dover Composite
School. Their Club was created this year to encourage interdisci-
plinary activities between the school's English and Visual Arts
Department. Ross Gardner, head of the Art Department, and his wife,
escorted the students to Toronto. He felt right at home at 14 Elm
Street because, before he became a teacher, he had been an artist at
Rous and Mann working for Les Trevor, and at Sampson-Matthews, in
the next studio to Joe Gauthier, under the direction of A.J. Casson.
Gardner had "a great response" to the forming of a club in the
school to encourage young artists, writers, poets, journalists and
all interested in the visual arts and creative writing. The visit
to 14 Elm Street was the first "major tour", starting with our Club
and proceeding for the balance of the day to art galleries and the
AGO. Ray Peringer and John Morrow gave informal talks and were
presented with Arts and Letters Club P.D.C.S. buttons, a bulletin,
and a letter of gratitude. Since the visit, our Executive has
agreed to seek ways to work with this new and enthusiastic group.

The speaker for the October 17 luncheon must have become lost on one
of his many expeditions. In any event, the famed explorer did not
find 14 Elm Street. However, Peter Hermant, the impresario of these
luncheons, improvised an interesting presentation on the science of
optics that enables so many of us to see what's going on at the Club.
As a preface, Peter spoke of the pioneering work of his grandfather
in this field at the turn of the century, and his founding of
Imperial Optical in 1911 in Saint John, New Brunswick. The
expansion of this enterprise was briefly outlined and reference was
made to mergers in the United States of American optical companies
with non-optical types of conglomerates. He explained the
distinctions among opthalmologists, oculists and opticians with
emphasis on their professional training. A video presentation,
rushed to the Club during lunch, depicted the testing of eyes, the
writing of prescriptions, the interpretation of the instructions,
the grinding and polishing of lenses and the focusing of light rays
by concave, convex and complex lenses. All in all, a worthwhile
luncheon and a tribute to Peter's creative solution of the mystery
of the missing speaker.

AR~S & LET7ERS CLUB Of TORON~O
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LADIES' NIGHT

A JOY TO

BEHOLD!

What a treat on October 24 when John Joy painted a large watercolour
right in front of his audience. Bill Sherman, President, Canadian f
Society of Painters in Watercolours, introduced John, recounting some
of his heroic ventures into below-zero weather and dashing off
finished paintings before other artists had even started to sketch.
He referred to his travels in Europe and China and mentioned that two
of his leading teachers were Life Members Charles Goldhamer and Peter
Haworth.

John then took over, standing in front of his easel. He described
his equipment, paint box set-up exactly as he used in the field. He
mentioned that he could use watercolours at -35 by adding salt or
alcohol, using unstretched watercolour paper and keeping everything
as simple as possible for fast action. While John was speaking he
was swishing in colours on the paper: a warm sky, a beautiful
impression of bushes, trees and rippling water on a pond--altogether
a masterly performance. The finished painting was highly acclaimed
and was snapped up by an eager buyer before the paint was dry!

NOVEMBER MUSICALE The November Musicale took place, very appropriately, on the day
sacred to St. Cecilia, the patron saint of music. It took the form
of a series of instrumental works interspersed with songs, variously
accompanied, and readings, with and without musical accompaniment.
The readings were done by Club member David Fry and the musical
selections by the following talented young people:

Kevin McKinney, trumpet

Brenda McKinney, cello

Laurie Greencross, flute

Greg Paskaruk, piano

Angelique Leydier, mezzo soprano

The program contained works, both musical and literary, from a wide
variety of sources covering the period from the early seventeenth to
the late twentieth centuries. Although most were by well known
authors, the highlight of the evening was a work by Kevin McKinney
called 'Elijah'. It was a reading from the Bible accompanied by a
stark arrangement aptly suited to the words.

The wide variety of styles, coupled with fine performances throughout,
combined to make this a most interesting and provocative evening, as
was so well expressed by Wentworth Walker in thanking the artists.

THE THESPIAN TABLE The presentation of the Thespian Table of 'An Evening of Childish
Delights' on November 14 was a 'smash hit'. Ted Brock, David Fry,
Peter Hart and Bill Sheldon read excerpts from long-past Public
School Readers, books collected by Robert Christie. The passages
were warm, delightful, humorous and left all members with fond
memories. The event was conceived by Michael Spence, directed by
Christie, and well-staged by David Priddle and Roly Pincoe.
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AN AROMATIC EVENING! In spite of an odious title for a debate, the subject 'Resolved that

S (or) the current state of the Arts in Canada stinks', drew a full house

A REAL "STINKER"' of members and guests. After dinner they were asked to divide into

facing rows of benches, as in a parliamentary house, ranged length-

wise down the Great Hall, according to their agreement or disagree-

ment with the motion. In the course of the evening a number

switched sides as they were swayed by the oratory.

This exchange, adjudicated by President Jarvis on November 29, was

launched for the affirmative by Paul Lamek who, eschewing

"impassioned rhetoric", called for more seething discontent in the

arts rather than self-congratulatory complacency. More rebellion

would keep the arts vital, with strong emotion replacing pleasing

decoration. The arts in Canada, he said, have become an amusing

pastime: blah for a blah society! Where are the angry young men?

V\ The dreamers? Artists do not excite Canadians like sports and

political figures, nor do they even focus the hatred of all the

populace as a politician has achieved. The cotton wool of the

conventional has stifled and rendered apathetic artistic efforts

that should, instead, reawaken us to beauty!

Michael Spence then rose to debate, putting forth the case against

the motion. He praised the venerable A and L Club that had

accomplished so much in advancing the arts in Canada to their

status today. He named the Canada Council, the Massey Commission

with its genesis in our Great Hall, the Ontario Arts Council and

pivotal leaders in the promotion of the arts in Canada who have

been associated with the Club. He spoke about Theatre in Ontario

and other growth areas in the arts that he had experienced at

first hand. He mentioned the international recognition of our

literature, our famed musicians and visual artists and architects.

He reminded his audience that a vote for the motion would be

against all that the Club stood for.

John Bradshaw took the podium to support the motion. He said he

had only given one talk in the Club, on gardening, referred to the

opposition stand like Faust, played by Ken Jarvis with the San

Carlo Opera Company in Dublin, when the descending section of the

stage floor only let him sink to his wast-level into Hell. He

claimed there is hope for us all in the current state of the arts

under debate, with strong stands against obscenity. He regretted

that the Canadian artistic community always has drawn a fine line

between fine arts and decorative arts and bracketing some famed

national and international artists with Wedgewood and other highly

respected designers of glass, china and furniture. He referred to

the healthy, long life of an antique magazine published in Canada

that has far outlasted many other arts magazines. He concluded

that the Club paid too much attention to established artists rather

than to beginners and urged that a program be established in public

schools in Toronto and eventually throughout Ontario to recognize

S> neophytes.

Ian Montagnes was the fourth and last of the formal debate

Sparticipants. Speaking against the motion, he cited that the verb

/ under discussion also signified an aroma in days of old. He then
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wittily reviewed the pleasantly aromatic names of people in the arts
in Canada, including titles of their books and music. Among his
examples, 'The Luck of Ginger Coffee', has two aromas that led into
his conclusion that the arts in Canada are sweet smelling and
aromatic.

The President then opened the discussion to the floor allowing two
minutes to each speaker, ringing a gong to maintain the time limit.
Among those who spoke: Tony Wilch thought some mention should be
made of ballet and dance; Monty Larkin decried state interference
and our aesthetic inferiority complex; Bill Osler spoke in Latin
urging all to vote on side of angels; Joe Potts applauded the
Charter of Rights and the power of expression in the freedom to vote;
John Morrow contrasted various forms of contemporary art, including
bureaucratically selected art.

Paul Lamek then summed up the affirmative and Michael Spence the
opposition to the motion. The entire assembly then adjourned for
ten minutes. Upon reconvening, John Sanderson gave an impromptu
speech amusingly deploring the two-minute restrictions on floor
speeches because, at our age, it is difficult to rise for two
minutes. People took the chairs of their choice and after a head
and hand count

COMING EVENTS

(to mark on

your calendar)
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the President declared the motion defeated.

Minds on the Move - Robertson Davies

Christmas luncheon - John Yocum leading carols

Club closed

Boar's Head Dinner - 6:30 p.m. for 7 p.m.

New Year's luncheon, with ladies

Club closed

Hanging of Members' Drawing Show

Minds on the Move

Members' Dinner

Ladies' Night Dinner and presentation of Dan Needles'

play 'Letter from Wingfield Farm' - Tickets $20 -

6:30 p.m. for 7 p.m.

Dan Needles' play 'Letter from Wingfield Farm' -

tickets $7 - 7:30 p.m. for 8 p.m.

St. Valentine's Day formal dance

Hanging of Frank Carmichael's graphics exhibition

Minds on the Move

Members' Dinner

LETTER FROM

WINGFIELD FARM

'Letter from Wingfield Farm', a play by member Dan Needles, is coming
to the Club stage on January 23 and 24.

Rod Beattie plays the role of Walt Wingfield, a Bay Street stock-
broker who leaves the walnut-panelled boardrooms and starts a new
life on a hundred-acre farm in the sand hills of Persephone Township.

Dan Needles spent several years as the editor of a small town
newspaper. He created the character of Walt Wingfield in a popular

*
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weekly column that received the Ontario Weekly Newspaper Association
award for best column in 1976.

I A.N U.4t

JIM PARR COMES UP

WITH A LOW DOWN

MEMBERSHIP CHECK

The play was first performed at the Palmerston Library Theatre last
January and in August a second production was taken to the Orange
Lodge in Rosemont, Ontario. Director Doug Beattie has several
production credits including 'You Can't Take It With You' (Music
Hall Theatre), 'Arms and the Man' (Bayview Playhouse), and 'G.K.
Chesterton' (Hart House).

The presentation on January 23 will be a Ladies' Night with dinner,
6:30 p.m. for 7 p.m. Tickets $20.00 each. On January 24 (no
dinner) the time is 7:30 p.m. for 8 p.m. Tickets $7.00 each.

"A relationship between the Olympic Games and the interests of The
Arts & Letters Club of Toronto might, at first brush, appear to be
remote. Yet there is, surprisingly, a connection between the two
seemingly diverse interests of Olympics and of Arts and Letters.
The convergence has to do with the Olympics' difficulty in
discerning the gender of its competitors. This problem has been
the subject of titillating columns in the press and of guarded
articulation in the broadcast media. Meanwhile, an astute observer
of the affairs--no, not the affairs, the happenings--of The Arts &
Letters Club might have noticed a not dissimilar concern about the
gender of its members.

"In short, the Olympics is prepared to take both sexes, so long as
it knows which sex is entering which contest; and it has established
careful procedures by which the sex may be determined. The Arts &
Letters Club is prepared to take only one sex; but, to date, it has
not established any procedure at all by which it may know whether the
initiate is, in fact, male. Indeed, there are rumours that the Club
has already been infiltrated by members of the other sex, who are
slyly, but effectively, eroding its masculine integrity.

"Let me suggest a safeguard against the insurgence that is,
apparently, already within us:

"On all occasions when the Club is opened exclusively for the enjoy-
ment of its members, there shall be a subcommittee of the Music
Committee seated in the hall at the entrance door. The entrant
climbs the steps from Elm Street, opens the door, removes overshoes
and stands to take a deep breath after this exertion. A greeting
hand, cupped a little too horizontally and reaching a little too
low to signify a handshake, clenches with all the enthusiasm of a
welcoming host.

"It is the pitch and the intensity of the emerging note that the
subcommittee of the Music Committee has to evaluate.

"There are three categories. Male, not male, and uncertain. The
males are, of course, admitted. The not male are asked, politely,
to find some other club. The uncertain category is given sand-
wiches and asked to audition at the next event."

I

i
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1984 - 75 YEARS Last year the Club celebrated its 75th anniversary with pride in its

accomplishments. But age takes its toll. Looking through a
Membership List for 1978-79, we were appalled to find that more than

two score of members have died since then. Four have died in recent

weeks:

NORMAN ALEXANDER

A soldier, singer, churchman and Club member since 1941, Norman

Alexander died recently at the age of 90. Two years ago he was

still gardening and cutting his own lawn. Norman spent his early

life in the army, joining the Queen's Own Regiment in 1911, and in

1914 was in the first company of the regiment to go to Europe. He

was commissioned overseas, led the attack at the Battle of the Somme

and received the Military Cross. Later he was wounded twice and

received a Bar to his Cross. He stayed in the service until 1927

when he left, as Lieutenant Colonel, to enter private business. In

1952 he joined Canada Life and was an agent for more than 25 years,

winning 16 awards. Norman was particularly interested in singing,

in the choir of Bloor Street United Church and at the Club. He was

a courtly man who radiated humour and enjoyed it. In 1927 he

2privately printed a brochure of poetry, improbable verse, mixed

metaphors and humorous stories he had collected over the years. It

S still makes for enjoyable reading.

? - IAN CAMERON

Ian Cameron, President of the Club 1961-63, died on November 22. He

was born in Scotland 83 years ago. He was the personification of

the dignified man, upright in build, friendly and pleasant in conver-

sation. He played active roles in the Mendelssohn Choir for many
years, both as a singer and president. In 1970 he wrote an

interesting piece about the choir for the January issue of the

Toronto Symphony Orchestra News, recalling its early history and its

association with the orchestra. He was also active as an actor in

Napier Moore Club shows of the 'thirties, carrying his grease paints

in a fishing tackle box. The Children's Aid Society was another

interest and he served as President of its Building Board. In

business he was a financial executive with Polymer and the CNE.

Ian's personal hobby was playing the stock market and "was very

successful".

HAROLD DYMENT

1898-1984

The following is an appreciation by C.A.G. Matthews of Harold

Dyment, who would have become a Life Member in January and will be

missed by many members.

"It has been my good fortune to have known Harold Dyment for a very

long time. While our first meeting, 60 or more years ago, was

related to the graphic arts industry in which we both were engaged,

this quickly changed into a personal friendship which grew with

the years until I looked on him as one of my very closest friends.

As a travelling companion on numerous holiday trips here and
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abroad, he left nothing to be desired. It was my pleasure to

nominate him for membership in The Arts & Letters Club.

"Those friends thou hast and their adoption tried,

grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel."

JAMES E. DEAN

James Dean, a Life Member of the Club, died early in December, age

79. A private family service was held at St. James Crematorium,

but a memorial service will be held in the Great Hall in January

on a date still to be announced. Jim had two life-long interests:

(1) as a mathematics teacher and the author of 23 mathematics text

books used in Newfoundland, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta and

British Columbia. He enjoyed classroom teaching so much that he

refused vice-principalships until four years before his retirement

in 1970 from Central Technical School; (2) and as an actor, play-
wright, director, designer, lecturer and adjudicator. It was an

interest that began as a boy of 15 in a play written and directed

by Vincent Perry, later the Judge in the Perry Mason TV series. In

1930 he was manager of the first and only touring company of the

Hart House Theatre in company with Dora Mavor Moore, Ivor Lewis and

others. And from then on he was active in every aspect of theatre

in Canada, Great Britain and the U.S.A.

ORDER OF CANADA

NEW MEMBERS

One of our members, a recipient of the Order of Canada, recently

attended a reception hosted by the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

and Mrs. John B. Aird to honour Ontario members of the Order.

Among those he saw in attendance were a number of other Club

members, each wearing their Decoration: Claude Bissell, Murray

Ross, Arthur Gelber, Frank McEachren, Spencer Clark, Richard Davis,

C.A.G. Matthews, Franc Joubin, John Leddy, Floyd Chalmers, Kenneth

Clarke, Tuzo Wilson and Brian Vaughan. Other Club members who are

recipients of the Order include Anthony Adamson, Murray Adaskin,

Louis Applebaum, A.J. Casson, Charles Comfort, Lovat Dickson,

Arnold Edinborough, Barker Fairley, Nicholas Goldschmidt, Arthur

Irwin, Robert McMichael, Ed Mirvish, Mavor Moore and Herman Voaden.

"Think you that is a lot? Imagine, please, whom I forgot'"

Neil B. Edison, non-resident member, is a teacher at St. Margaret's

Private Girls' School, organist and choirmaster at St. John's Anglican

Church, and Choral Conductor and Artistic Director of Three Centuries

Festival, Elora. He sang with the St. Simon's Choir at a Boar's Head

Dinner some time ago.

Clifford A. Bunting, Member, is an Executive Member of the St.

George's Society, and a consulting engineer by profession. His

hobby is antique cars.

Hugh J. Morland, Member, is an insurance broker with personal

interests in music, literature, painting and sculpture.

*.

*
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John B. Stark, Professional, is an architect and recipient of ten
Design Awards in Architecture. He has a small early-Canadian art
and book collection and plans to take part in stage set construction

and sketching activities.

Glenn Hadley, Professional, is also an architect, who paints in
watercolour, plays classical guitar, and writes short stories.

Peter R. Hart, Member, is Chairman, Architectural, Biological,

Chemical and Civil Technology Departments, Engineering Technology
Division, Centennial College of Applied Arts and Technology. His
will be one of the new faces in this year's Boar's Head entertain-

ment.

Philip H. Walker, Member, is a lawyer who is interested in writing,

our Literary Table, and working backstage.

Robert R. Dodson, Professional, is with the Royal Conservatory of
Music and is a musician with 20 years of professional experience.

He is interested in joining our chamber music group.

Frank A. Branscombe, Non-resident, lives in Niagara Falls and is
the owner and operator of shopping centres in Niagara Falls, St.
Catharines and London. His special interest is music.

David M. Mitchell, Professional, draws his generalist experience
in paintings and works of art from his early career with Sotheby's,
London. He is a professional fine art consultant making his home
in Toronto.

Cyril G. Leeper, Non-resident, from Guelph, is a professional
portrait painter, and you may wonder why, since he was a choir
member of Santa Maggiore under Maestro Bartolucci (in Rome), has
symphonic experience as violinist under Leopold Stokowski, Walter
Susskind and Victor Feldbrill. Try to sit next to him at lunch or

a Members' Dinner. It must make an interesting story.

THE BOAR'S HEAD

DINNER

By the time you read this item, the Boar's Head Dinner on December
28 may be sold out. Then again, if you check now there may still
be a place available. If you get it, you'll be pleased because,
in addition to the splendour of the evening, and the feasting,

there's an interesting bit of entertainment to follow.

Appropriately, it's about 'Mrs. Simcoe and Her Christmas Goose'.
Written by Doug Omand and directed by David Fry, it features such

Club actors as Bill Sheldon, Peter Hart, Ted Brock, Sal Nasello,
John Lytle, Cal Wilson, Jim Morris, Monty Larkin and Joe Potts.
Music is by Marcel Ray, sets by Chris Adeney, stage management by

Roly Pincoe, lights by Michael Spence, and sound by David Priddle.
Why not call to see if a place is available?

i I

O
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ARTISTS AT WORK

SMALL

) TAINTINGS
SHOW

RUDY

STUSSI

EXHIBITION

"The best ever'" seems to sum up the general reaction to the

exhibition of Members' Small Paintings that was on view in the Club
from October 16 to November 9. The judges were strict but the

results confirmed the importance of professionalism whether one

paints full time or as an avocation. A variety of landscapes,

buildings and still life subjects predominated, with two abstracts

and one portrait. All showed the creativity of the members and

their command of oils, watercolours and acrylics. The artists who

well deserved the accolades were: Christopher Adeney, Geoffrey

Armstrong, James Birnie, Douglas Caswell, Raymond Cattell, Thomas

Chatfield, Alan Collier, Jack Eastaugh, Paul Gauthier, Reginald

Haist, Charles Hilder, John Joy, Peter Large, Gordon Laws, Gordon

Peters, Gordon Rice, Oswald Schenk, John Secord, Gerald Sevier,

William Sherman, John Snell, Murray Stewart, Rudolph Stussi,

William Templeton, Leslie Tibbles and Osvald Timmas.

Rudolph Stussi presided at the opening of his exhibition of

paintings at the Club on November 12. His subjects ranged from

portraits and figure studies to cityscapes, interiors and land-

scapes. Norman Hathaway, Principal of The Ontario College of Art,

officially introduced the artist at the inaugural ceremonies.

Rudy's spouse, Jacquie Jacobs, a member of the Toronto Heliconian

Club, participated in November in a three-artist exhibition 'Women

in Space' at Gallery '76 on McCaul Street. Her work, sometimes

very expressionistic, at other times more traditionally

impressionistic, complements Rudy's calmly rendered portraits.

Currently, Rudy and Jacquie are participating in 'Effigy', a group

exhibition of paintings and works on paper, that opened on November

28 and continues daily through December 30 at the Grimsby Public

Art Gallery, Grimsby, Ontario.

Thomas Chatfield's exhibition from October 17 to 29 at the Lowrie

Gallery was a colourful display in keeping with the Fall season.

The artist paints in flat areas of colour, with each element out-

lined in darker colour ... A rainy evening did not deter a fine

attendance at the solo exhibition of Christopher Adeney at Maison

de la Culture, Glendon Hall, York University. Opening on November

1, his watercolours of 'New Dimensions in Realism' were on view

through November 4. Chris has developed an approach to represen-

tational painting that combines strength and coherence of

composition with muted hues. Dr. Gerard Bastien, Honorary Consul

of Senegal, was the presiding diplomat at the evening reception

... MacKay Houstoun had a superb exhibition at the Roberts Gallery

from November 6 to 17. The paintings were beautifully designed

oils and watercolours of Ontario scenes explored on trips from his

studio in Elora. Subjects ranged from villages and landscapes to

collages of flowers ... Murray McCheyne Stewart had a one-man show

at the Lowrie Gallery from November 14 to 26. His strongly painted

oils were supplemented by small acrylics and watercolours almost

monochromatic in mood and tone. Murray's approach to the Canadian

scene combines a rugged, impressionistic treatment of fall and

winter wilderness scenes and muted watercolours of lakes and
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streams ... Charles Pachter is represented in an exhibition 'Vestiges

of Empire' that opened November 16 at the Camden Arts Centre, London,

England. The show was selected by the Centre and explores the impact
and influence of British tradition in Ontario today. On view through

December 23, this is the fifth and final one in The Ontario Project,
Visual Arts International Exhibition Series of Contemporary Ontario

Art. A complementary display of selected graphic works by Charles
will be shown at Ontario House, London, England, for the duration of
'Vestiges of Empire'. And currently, until December 29, a solo

exhibition of his recent paintings, acrylic on canvas, has been hung
^ in the second floor Gallery, Queen's Quay Terminal. Daily, noon to

- 8 p.m. ... Les Tibbles held an artistic open house from November 21
to 25. This 'at home' exhibition of his paintings gave an

1 interesting cross-section of work depicting many lands. He is at

l home also in several media and is prolific in the best sense of the
~- . word ... One of the chief visual attractions of the official opening

i• . t°of the new town clubhouse of The Royal Canadian Yacht Club on St.

S •- George Street was an exhibition of eight paintings of handsome craft
by Oswald K. Schenk. These were loaned to the Yacht Club by their

S°owners for showing until the end of December. Os, a long-time
sailing member of the R.C.Y.C., has depicted yachts with the keen

eye for detail of an ardent yachtsman. Os also had an exhibition at
The Ontario Society of Artists Centre at 86 Lombard Street from
December 10 to 16 ... Franklin Arbuckle opened a handsome exhibition

at the Roberts Gallery on Tuesday, December 4. His paintings,

sparkling with light and superb colour, brought a warm glow to an
evening that was threatened by the first snow squall of the season.
His scenes of rural Ontario, with emphasis on Haliburton and views

of Newfoundland and Quebec, combined the best of impressionism with
sure drawing skills. His exhibition continues through December 15

S... John Joy opened an exhibition of his recent paintings at the
Lowrie Gallery, Royal York Hotel, on December 12. It will continue

to December 24 ... Note to Visual Artists: Let your Club friends

see your painting exhibitions in person, rather than only reading

about them after the fact. Send advance information to the

Newsletter. Deadlines are the first of February, April, June,
August, October and December. We would like to announce your

exhibitions.

MORE ABOUT ART' . The painting weekend at Haliburton, organized by Murray Stewart,
was a glorious success. The weather was magnificent and more people
attended than could be accommodated at the Lakeview Motel. Though

some had to billet elsewhere, all gathered together for dinner and
the evenings. Friday night, Gordon Laws showed slides of Algonquin
Park taken three weeks before, all very beautiful and impressive.

On Saturday, before dinner, the paintings done that day were
displayed. It turned out to be one of the finest exhibits yet seen.

After dinner, Bill Haehnel gave a slide talk on Paris and parts of
France which brought back pleasant memories for many of the group.

A good time was had by all.

With the acceptance of two paintings in the October, 1984,

Members' Small Paintings Show, John Snell has probably set a record

for acceptances in one year: Members' Small Paintings, Fall 1983,

-to-
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Architecture Show, Christmas Poster, Members' Drawing Show, Photo-

graphic Exhibition, Members' Small Paintings, Fall 1984 and (who

knows) another Christmas poster this year.'

. 'An Evening with Alan Collier' was highly successful at The

Ontario College of Art on November 16. Alan, introduced by Archie

Arbuckle, gave a slide presentation to an audience of graduates,

students and their guests. He photographically traced the develop-

ment of some of his paintings from sketches and studies made on

location to larger works completed in his studio.

. The Annual Exhibition of Members' Drawings will be juried and

hung on Saturday, January 12, beginning at 10 a.m. Each Club member

may submit four drawings which must be rendered in no more than two

colours. All submissions must be framed and wired for hanging and

delivered to the Club on or before the hour of jurying; entry forms

in triplicate will be available. The jury will be: Franklin

Arbuckle, Cleeve Horne and John Joy, with Gordon Peters as alternate.

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE . President Ken Jarvis has been accepted as a member of the Royal

(members, of course) Canadian Academy.

. Maxwell Henderson's book Plain Talk - the memoirs of an Auditor

General, published by McClelland and Stewart, is now in bookstores.

J4 . Another book, Sir Allan Napier MacNab by Donald R. Beer and

published by the editors of the Dictionary of Hamilton Biography,
was in stores last month. Editor in chief of the Dictionary is

Non-resident member Mel Bailey; Charles Carter assisted on picture

assembly.

. The 1984-85 program of The University Alumnae Dramatic Club

indicates that a total of seven plays will be produced this season.

s What isn't revealed is that Mike Spence, Roly Pincoe and David

. 1 Priddle play important roles backstage. Box office telephone:

364-4170.

. Recent member Heath Lamberts will be recreating his role in the

Shaw Festival production of Cyrano de Bergerac at the Royal

Alexandra Theatre for six weeks from Saturday, December 29, to

Saturday, February 9. You may recall that critics raved about his

earlier performances. In November, the Grand Theatre Company

opened its season in London, Ontario, with the play You Can't Take

I it With You. The Globe and Mail reviewer reported that "Lamberts

provides a hilarious, overripe performance that makes him stand

apart from the rest of the cast".

. Kenneth Clarke was recently inducted into the University of

Toronto Engineering Alumni Hall of Distinction. He is now one of
24 living graduates of a total of only 60 to be so honoured among

the 22,000 engineering graduates since 1873. The ceremony

recognizing Kenneth's accomplishment was a black-tie dinner held
in the Great Hall of Hart House. The second floor of the new

Engineering Building will be the setting for his portrait, his
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biographical sketch and his paper on 'China Trade' that was read

into the Congressional Record in Washington on December 20, 1973,

by Senator Mansfield who termed it the best statement he had seen

on China.

. Jim Parr, the bow-tied Dean of Engineering at the University of

Windsor from 1964 to 1972, accepted an invitation to write an

article for the Fall/Winter issue of the university magazine. His

theme: the increasing importance now attached to education outside

the formalities of the classroom. He expanded on this by discussing

a subject dear to his heart, how television is making education

interesting and available to both children and adults.

Stan King, the man with the organ, helped to bring Christmas

cheer to business people downtown with a week-long series of

seasonal music from the lobby of First Canadian Place. His sponsor

was the Post Office!

LIBRARY NOTES Ian Montagnes has produced another attractive book about the

University of Toronto. Several years ago An Uncommon Fellowship:

The Story of Hart House told of that venerable institution. His

latest work entitled simply The University of Toronto, A Souvenir

is a nostalgia trip for graduates and a personally-guided tour for

others. Either way, the lush photographs are an excellent

complement to Ian's narrative.

The art of Letters to the Editor is alive and well. For proof that

this honourable tradition is thriving, look no further than Sweet

Heaven, Keep Me In Temper' This book, just off the Tragara Press

of Edinburgh and selling at $30, is a collection of ten years of

letters to The Globe and Mail by our out-of-town member John

Sanderson. In these ninety letters he lets the world know what it

has done right and where it has gone awry. And in the preface,

John explains why he does this. There's a copy on the new books

shelf.

John also has three other books on the market: A Gift of Fortune,

' 3 his hilarious speech of welcome at the Peter Ustinov dinner at the

' Club. This was issued by Anson-Cartwright Editions in 1980, hand-
B jJ t printed on Fabriano Umbria and bound in Barcham Green Britannia

cover. It is priced at $40 and only five copies still remain.
a Mustard in the Mouth is a witty survey containing many amusing

j anecdotes of the men who have made clubland so fascinating an

environment throughout the centuries. Only 100 copies were hand-

printed on Glastonbury Antique laid paper at the Tragara Press

(1978). Copies are available at $25. And Reefs Bibliophilic is

-- \ the text of an address given to the Amtmann Circle at Massey

^ College on the eve of The Toronto Antiquarian Book Fair. It is

another example of John's very personal style of wit and wisdom.

.S Copies are $25 each. John has offered to donate to the Library

10 per cent of the proceeds from the sale to Club members. The

Club steward has order forms for your convenience.

From Ted Brock, the library has received From Cradle to Computer,

subtitled, a history of St. James Square the birthplace of Ontario
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education. This refers to the six acres of land on which is now

situated the Ryerson Polytechnical Institute. A copy of this well-

designed booklet is also on the new books shelf.

The library has received back copies of magazines which may still

be of interest to members. John Ross has donated early copies of

Art Magazine. Bill Duthie has given us sample copies of Panorama,

an attractive publication dealing with the life and arts of South

Africa. If there is interest, Bill has offered to donate a

subscription.

Sandy Stewart wrote A Pictorial History of Radio in Canada in 1974.

In the interim, aided and abetted by fellow Club members, Sandy has

assembled and assimilated more information. The result is his

latest book, From Coast to Coast, A Personal History of Radio in

Canada. In addition to bibliography, there is a checklist of

related reports, references from the CBC Times, as well as

periodicals and newspapers. Sandy has donated a copy to the

library.

PAST PRESIDENT

IVOR LEWIS

THE ARCHIVES

Ivor Lewis, president in 1936-38, came to Canada as a boy from his

native Wales. He took art training at the Ontario College of Art

and in 1911 joined Eaton's Fine Art Gallery; a little later he

teamed up with his friend Eugene Beaupre in Eaton's Display and

Advertising Art Department.

Lewis was a very versatile artist; his best-known work is doubtless

the massive bronze sculpture that he did of Timothy Eaton. Lewis

held a number of important posts on the Eaton organization and

eventually became a Director of the Company. He was also an

Executive Member of the Art Gallery and a member of the R.C.A.

% His longest association with the arts was reflected in his

exceptional work as an amateur character actor. He played in many

Club plays and Hart House productions. Winner of the Governor

General's Award in 1936 for best acting in Napoleon Crossing The

Rockies, he also took the Dominion Drama Festival's award for his

S... work in The Poacher. Members fortunate enough to have seen Lewis

as The First King in The Chester Mysteries--or in any of the

various presentations done at the Club--will have firm memories of

the man's talent for character acting.

Over a number of years this column has periodically informed the

membership of significant events which took place outside the Club

but which were produced or initiated by the Club--or, more

accurately, by a group of Club members. The beginnings of theatre

work in Hart House is a good example of this. Vincent Massey had

been making detailed plans between 1910 and 1912 about what the

building would provide for, but these did not include the present

theatre. (It is said that this came later when Roy Mitchell

convinced him that a full theatre should be built under the Quad.)

However, in 1913 the Players Club (of Hart House) was formed and a

'season' announced. Two plays were produced in Victoria College

Dining Hall.

i
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(As an aside, it must be pointed out that the early concept did not
include participation by undergraduates except in some minor P
technical or acting roles. Also, as this account deals just with
the first full season, November 1919 to the spring of 1920, only
the names of Club members who were involved in the early beginning
are mentioned.)

The Director of the first six productions in the Theatre was the
great Roy Mitchell; the first Warden of Hart House was Walter
Bowles, and Alan Coventry was the stage manager of the earliest
productions. A & L members of the Syndics of the Players Club
included Hodder Williams (Pres.1913-14), Vincent Massey (Pres.
1914-15), George Locke (Pres.1919-20), Robert Beattie, Walter
Bowles and Ernest Dale. Among the early players were Dixon Wagner,
John Robins, Basil and Ernest Morgan, Morley Ayearst and Merrill
Denison.

S P Because there had been a 'season' in 1913-14 and in 1914-15, the
official opening of Hart House Theatre, which took place on
November 11, 1919, was billed as the First Production of the Third
Season. It was actually the First Production of the First Season
of the new theatre. The opening was a double bill: The Queen's
Enemies by Lord Dunsany, and The Farce of Master Pierre Patelin
(Trad.). The second event, in December, was The Chester Mysteries
(Trad.) with the set design by J.E.H. MacDonald and special music
composed and directed by Healey Willan. The February offering was
The Alchemist by Ben Johnson with set design by A.Y. Jackson and
incidental music by Willan. March brought The Trojan Women by

Euripides and a set design by Arthur Lismer; for this work Willan
composed settings based on the rythmic principle of plain song. In
April the play chosen was The New Sin by Basil Hastings, with the
set design by Lawren Harris. The Sixth Production ended the Third
Season with, not unexpectedly, a play by Shakespeare--Love's Labour's
Lost.

Two final notes: 1) when a set was designed by a member of the Group
of Seven, an exhibition of his sketches was hung in the lobby; 2)
the archivist would be pleased to hear from any member who happens to
know who did the set design for the first and sixth productions.

The Club is greatly indebted to Irma Coucill who has very kindly
turned over to archives a number of slides and photographs taken by
her late husband Walter. This material includes a slide of each
piece shown in the David Milne exhibition, as well as a miscellaneous
collection of slides relating to Spring Revues, Chrismas Dinners,
etc. The photographs are mounted about eight to a board and show
some of the great set designs that were done some 20 or 25 years ago.

CONTRIBUTORS This issue was made possible by the help of Hunter Bishop (archives),
TO THIS ISSUE Alan Collier, Bill Haehnel (music), Reg Haist, Chuck Matthews, John &

McLean (activities), John Morrow (art and illustrations), Ray
Peringer (library) and Jim Parr. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your
contributions are welcomed. Deadline for the next issue is

February 1, 1985.


