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February,

CHRISTMAS AT
THE CLUB

1983

Christmas at the Club was, as usual, the highlight of the festive
season for many members, particularly those who made it to all four
events: a Ladies' Night of carol singing, with Christmas luncheon
with more carols, under the direction of Jay Manning and Ted
Moroney, the Boar's Head Dinner, with a presentation on stage of
'Robin Hood and his Merry Christmas', and a Twelfth Night evening
with the Ladies and a second presentation of Robin Hood. President
Parr summed it all up at the Boar's Head Dinner with this verse:
When the good god Freyr sailed his Nordic ship,
Or flew on his golden beast,
He drummed all the gods of his ancient time
To the beat of a Boar's Head Feast.
And the stores that he stowed were of puddings and pork,
And the cargo he stew was of beef;
And the pastries he pied were of lard of the lairds,
With mincemeat of hippogryph.
And the god Freyr said to the other gods,
"If you think I'm urbane, yet obese,
It's because I'm the God of Plenty
As well as the God of Peace."

e

Now the good god Freyr brings his Nordic ship,
And Gullinbursti drive
On a Norseman's myth to this un-Nordic Club,
Where yet ship and Boar's Head thrive.
So recall we, and pray to the Nordic god
Of this Yuletide's old caprice,
That though one of his names was 'Plenty'
His lasting name be 'Peace'.

1983 MARKS
OUR 75TH YEAR

e

This year we celebrate our 75th birthday (no mean feat), and it may
interest you to know something about our earliest beginnings: the
men who formed this Club met at the invitation of Augustus Bridle
on March 23, 1908, at the St. Charles Hotel and resolved to form a
club which would be "a rendezvous where men with diverse interests,
including a love of the arts and conversation, might meet for
mutual fellowship and artistic creativeness." The first meeting
of the Club after its formation took place on October 1, 1908, but
the location of that historic conclave was not recorded.
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A 75th anniversary committee is made up of Hunter Bishop, David
Franco, Campbell Hughes, Ken Jarvis (chairman) and Michael Spence.
They recommended that the celebrations take place in early autumn,
but that recognition be given to the importance of the year both
at the annual meeting and on the occasion of the Christmas dinner.
The approved timetable, and brief description of the events, is:
1983
DATE

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

L

4

EVENT

DESCRIPTION

Thursday
May 19

Annual Meeting

Special program of old film clips
and slides, plus archival display
in Lounge. Preview of plans for
commemorative celebrations in
September and October.

Thursday
Sept. 15

75th Anniversary
Art display
opening

Art from each of the eight decades
to be hung in the Great Hall and
in the Lounge (to October 15).

Monday
Sept. 19

Literature
luncheon

Tuesday
Sept. 20

Architecture
luncheon

A series of special luncheons,
each hosted by the appropriate art
discipline, featuring head tables
of noted contributors and appropriate program material.
(12 noon to 2 p.m. each day)

Wednesday
Sept. 21

Music
luncheon

Thursday
Sept. 22

Painting
luncheon

Friday
Sept. 23

Stage (Theatre)
luncheon

Wednesday
Sept. 28
Thursday
Sept. 29

Commemorative
Dinner
(Members only)

'A glance in the rear-view mirror'.
Special members' dinner to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the
founding of the Club on Oct.l, 1908.

Wednesday
Oct. 5
Thursday
Oct. 6

Special Ladies'
Night & Birthday
Celebration

An evening of music, art and drama
to celebrate the Club's 75th
Anniversary

Thursday
Dec. 29

Annual Christmas
Dinner & Boar's
Head Procession

'The Order of Good Cheer' to be
the featured entertainment.

By virtue of 45 years of membership in the Club, six individuals have
been named as Life Members: Clair Stewart, Harold Sumberg, G. Allan
Burton, Robin Merry, Wentworth Walker, and W. Arthur Irwin. We now
have 30 Life Members, and if you do not know them all by sight, you
can identify them at Club events by the blue ribbon and medallion
which they are asked to wear in recognition of their long membership.
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We welcome into the life of the Club the following 16 new members.
Since their names are not yet on your Club Membership List, we have
included their telephone numbers so that any member can invite them
to enjoy his scintillating lunchtime conversation!
We look forward to their active participation in the Club's daily
life, whether it be musical evenings, stage shows, sketch club
outings, or literary luncheons.
William G. Alexander: Director of estate planning for a large life
insurance company. Keen interest in visual arts, music and drama.
Board member, Visual Arts Ontario 1979-82, and a past chairman,
Corporate Art Collectors Group. Bus: 928-4581/Res: 222-4358.
James K. Buckley: Teacher (Theatre and English), recently retired
as department head. Has directed many plays. Collects baroque
literature and recorded music, opera and readings. Writes
occasional verse, revues and masques, and has recently given six
public readings in Canadian literature. Res: 626-3712.
Harry Campbell. Librarian UNESCO, Paris 1949-56. Chief librarian,
Toronto Public Libraries 1956-78. Interested in writing, film,
graphic arts, audio-visual, and international relations. The
Library Committee should benefit from his knowledge of Data Base
Development. Bus: 485-8063.
Jack A. Carr: Chemical engineer. Formerly general manager Dunlop
Research Centre. Interested in oil painting, drawing, European
architecture. Now taking credit courses at OCA. Volunteers to
act as 'go-for'. Res: 444-6517.
Howard D. Chapman: Architect, FRAIC - bearer of a distinguished
name in Club history. His many friends are happy to have this
former member back in the Club. Bus: 425-1234/Res: 921-6204.
Thomas F. Chatfield: Artist, represented by galleries in many
Canadian cities. Since 1967, over 31 one-man shows including
Ontario House, London. Also interested in motion pictures, music
and literature. Res: 827-9420.
Jim Dingwall. Freelance writer. A member of The Bootmakers of
Toronto. Interested in contemporary Canadian art, modern
literature. Bus: 864-1000/Res: 762-6489.
John P. Hamilton: Solicitor. Past president of Gilbert and
Sullivan Society and the St. Andrews Society of Toronto. Has
built and painted scenery, props; done some theatrical makeup
- obviously has a great future ahead of him in the Club's stage
activities. Bus: 595-1595/Res: 485-3511.
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Gerard Kantarjian: Violinist; former concertmaster of the TSO,
now concertmaster of Chamber Players. Collects violin bows and
violins. We look forward to hearing him play in the Great Hall
- in chamber music and as a soloist. Res: 752-7494.

CLUB
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Paul Lamek: Barrister and former law teacher. Balliol College
graduate. Hobbies include old automobiles and reading. Particular
interest in writing and performance of revue material.
Bus: 863-4626/Res: 481-7550.
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William S. Metzler: Physician; FRCP(C).
Past president, College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario. Especially interested in
music and literature. Bus: 532-3433/Res: 485-5306.
Daniel Needles: Writer, former newspaper editor, now director of
public affiars. Potential activity in writing skits for the
spring show. Bus: 597-1456/Res: 964-6047.
Allen Paterson: Horticulturist/educationalist. Director, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Hamilton. Collects antique glass, furniture.
Broad general interest in music, architecture and painting.
Bus: 527-1158/Res: 526-0642.
John Seltzer: Employee benefits consultant. Interested in
literature, drama, music, bibliophilately and antiquarian book collecting.
Bus: 865-0060/Res: 489-9702.
John Smele: Financial analyst; secretary-treasurer and first vicepresident of St. George's Society. Particular interest in writing.
Bus: 361-6223/Res: 621-7742.
Hebert Whittaker: Columnist, Globe and Mail. His many years as
film, dance and theatre critic have been recognized by numerous
awards including Hon. Member in Actors Equity. Another former
member returned to the fold. Res: 924-3160.
WILLIAM F. WALES

Dr. William F. Wales, Chief of Surgery at Humber Memorial Hospital
for a number of years, died December 19, two days after his
birthday. A member since 1976, Dr. Wales' interest in the Club
developed from attending Spring Revues in which his wife, Morna,
has appeared for some time. He was born in 1915, was a strong
supporter of theatre arts, and had a particular interest in music.

GORDON A. DAVIES

A Life Member of the Club, Gordon A. Davies died in Toronto on
Christmas Day, age 93. He was an engraver and electrotyper, and
a portrait painter. He and his wife, the late Doris Davies, were
generous and popular hosts to painters, sculptors, musicians and
writers during the 30's, 40's and 50's, and it was in their home
that many creative personalities of those years could be found.
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Evidence of those happy, and often hilarious, evenings appears in
an early photograph to be seen on page 19 of the catalogue of
Paraskeva Clark's retrospective exhibition of her paintings and
drawings now at the Art Gallery of Ontario.
Murray Adaskin, a friend of Davies, wrote from Victoria:
"Gordon
Davies was a first-class painter-craftsman and in our personal
collection of Canadian paintings, I deeply treasure a Gordon
Davies portrait of my wife, Frances James, an oil painting done
in 1936."
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HENRY JAMIESON
,

Harry Tonkinson Jamieson died on December 27, a few days before the
Those two events, so close together,
Club's Christmas Dinner.
immediately bring to mind the many occasions when Harry carried the
Boar's Head in the processions at earlier Christmas dinners.
His
health prevented him from being at the Club for the last several
years.
Born in Edinburgh, where he qualified as a CA, Harry came to Canada
before the first world war to practise his profession. He joined
the Club in 1920, the same year as A.J. Casson and Chuck Matthews,
and immediately became involved in Club matters. In the Archives
is his first handwritten audit report for 1920. Harry personally,
or his firm under his direction, continued to audit the Club
accounts for over half a century.
Although Harry was not one to dwell upon the past, he once gave a
most vivid description of the celebration of Queen Victoria's
Jubilee in 1897 as seen through the eyes of a boy of 12. Harry
had been in recent years the oldest living member of the Club. He
was, in his student days, the best mile runner in the British Isles
for three years. Very tall, holding himself erect, he could be
rather awesome to a junior member until one saw his eyes reflecting
a great sense of humour.

VLADAN MILIC

1I

Vladan was born in Yugoslavia where he received his formal
education. As a graduate architect, he worked for the government
from 1947 to 1950 and then entered private practice in Belgrade
where he spent his next five years.
He moved to Canada in June, 1956, and first worked for Mathers and
Haldenby Architects, then joined the firm of Adamson Associates,
eventually becoming a partner. Despite his heavy office workload,
he made time to take an active part in his professional organizations, joining the Ontario Association of Architects in 1958 and
becoming its president in 1978.
He was also very active in community affairs and, at the time of
his death, was a director of the Empire Club of Canada.
For two years (1979-80), Vladan served on this Club's Executive
as chairman of the membership committee. Latterly, because of
his long battle with cancer, he had been unable to attend Club
functions.
Those who knew him as a personal friend were very conscious of
his sincerity and generosity and of the intense interest he
displayed in everything he undertook. The well-attended memorial
service at St. Paul's Anglican Church on December 29 was a fitting
tribute to him.
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THOMAS ALLEN

Thomas John Allen, a member of the Club until recent years, died
recently in Peterborough after a lengthy illness. He had been an
editorial writer with the Peterborough Examiner and the Toronto
Star, and then Director of the Communications Division,
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Journalism and Advertising, at Sheridan College.
A stepson, Derek
P.H. Allen is a professor at the University of Toronto. A
scholarship in his name has been established at Sheridan College,
Oakville.

ERIC ARTHUR
MEMORIAL FUND

I

!

A fund is now being raised for a contemporary sculpture to honour
the late Eric Arthur. The sculpture is to be displayed in
University College (perhaps in a stairwell), a building restored
under Eric's direction.
The idea of a thoroughly modern sculpture in the context of a
superb old building is thought to be an eminently suitable
memorial for this special man. If you wish to contribute to the
fund, send a cheque to Peter Richardson, principal, University
College, Room 165, 15 King's College Circle, Toronto M5S 1Al.
Mark it 'Eric Arthur Memorial' and a receipt for tax purposes will
be supplied.
As a footnote to all of the things written about Eric, Chuck
Matthews mentioned at lunch recently that in the last days of
Eric's life a group of friends and neighbours picked him up at
his home in Lawrence Park and took him for a ride around the city.
They viewed the numerous places Eric had the vision to have
preserved or restored as part of our heritage. Later they
returned to one of the homes and heard Eric talk about Toronto as
'no mean city'. It was, said Chuck, an evening to be remembered.

HAGGIS AND PIPES

A remarkable number of members and guests displayed their Scots
ancestry (and knees) by wearing the kilt to the January Burns
Night dinner.
The skirl of the pipes resounded through the Great Hall as Pipe
Major Bill McPhail escorted the head table, led by that braw Scot
for a night Jim McParr, complete with plaid bow tie.
The Haggis was then carried round the Hall by a party of Frazer
Highlanders and presented to the head table, where it was
addressed and subdued by our own Harry Ferguson, who was also
Master of Ceremonies.
There followed a dinner of traditional Scottish fare: steak pie,
haggis, neeps and tatties. Ron Ross, accompanied by David Franco,
sang a selection of Burns' songs as a prelude to the toast to the
Immortal Memory, given by Major John McAdam, H.L.I. (ret.), who
went on to tell of Burns' great empathy with the common man and
his abhorrence of injustice, illustrated by suitable quotations.
The Scots present enjoyed a taste of their roots, while the
remainder were given only knowing smiles in answer to the age old
questions "what goes into the haggis" and "what is worn under the
kilt?".

I

I

*

-1 CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB
THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS

CALENDAR OF CLUB
VENTS FOR THE
FNEXT FEW MONTHS
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Fri.
Mon.
Wed.
Thurs.
Sat.
Wed.

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.

Tues.

Mar. 15 -

Wed.

Mar. 16 -

18
21
23
24
26
2

Thurs. Mar. 17 Thurs. Mar. 24 Wed.
Apr. 6 Thurs. Apr. 14 Wed.
Apr. 20 Apr. 25
- Apr. 30 -

MUSIC

0

Ladies' Night (Italian evening) 6:30 p.m. for 7 p.m.
Ladies' Luncheon (story-telling week)
Minds on the Move (Stephen McLaughlin)
Members' Dinner (Paul Gauthier/South Nahani River)
Outdoor Sketch Group
Musicale (Pearl Palmason and Carol Birtch)
7:30 p.m. for 8:00 p.m.
Ladies' Night (Wilson and McAllister)
6:30 p.m. for 7:00 p.m.
Minds on the Move (Member Setrak Adourian)
Opening of Huntley Brown, illustrator, show
7:30 p.m. for 8:00 p.m.
Members' Dinner (recognition of Life Members)
Musicale
Members' Dinner
Minds on the Move
Spring Revue

The Ladies' Night on November 22 was a musical event featuring a
quartet of our own members: Francesco Fusco, violin; Jacob Loft,
viola; Marcel Ray, cello, and David Franco, piano.
The program consisted of a single work, the quartet in C minor,
Op.60, by Brahms, undoubtedly one of the major works written for
this combination. It was introduced by Frank who briefly discussed
the style of Brahms, emphasizing his lyricism. At the end of the
performance, the slow movement of the quartet, which admirably
illustrates this quality, was repeated by popular choice.
This was another thoroughly enjoyable evening provided by these
artists who have given us so much pleasure over the past months.

The hope expressed in an earlier issue of The Newsletter for a
return engagement by Claire Snoulten, was answered quicker than
expected when she, in company with Shirley Morrison, presented
on December 2 a concert of works for four hands at one piano.
This combination, nowadays very rare, was once popular and we were
informed that a great many works, including all those on this
program, were originally written in this form. Many of them were
later transcribed, either by the composer or others, into the
forms in which we are accustomed to hearing them.
The program consisted of three groups:

*

-

Sonata, K521 by Mozart

-

Eight waltzes, Op.39 by Brahms
En Bateau from the Petite Suite by Debussy
Three pieces from the suite Jeux d'Enfants by Bizet
(Spinning Top, Trumpet and Drum, the Ball)
Four Hungarian Dances by Brahms

-
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The Musical Monarch, the 1983 operetta by McGrath and Parr, ran for
four nights in February to enthusiastic audiences. The music and
singing were excellent; it was well acted; the stage setting was
simple, yet imaginative; the costuming appropriate, and the storyline as convoluted and amusing as that of any opera ever written.
The king and queen of a well-known country find themselves about to
be out of work when their socialist government decrees that everyone
working at a trade or profession must pass a skill test immediately
and every five years thereafter. The king, whose only son
disappeared as a baby, flubs the monarchy section of his test and,
presto, a republic is to be declared. At this point, the fine
singing continues and the storyline becomes more amusing and
confusing as a modest request for constitutional un-patriation by
another well-known country injects itself into the plot and a hunt
for the missing heir ensues. At one time or another almost everyone on stage (including the foreign envoys) appears to be the
The operetta ends happily and we congratulate the
missing 'son'.
two dozen individuals involved in its production.

4

On March 2 and on March 15 we will have performances by gifted
musicians. Pearl Palmason will give a violin recital featuring the
works of Hindemith, Faure, and Prokofief. Miss Palmason is a
violinist with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, and prominent in
chamber music. She will be accompanied on the piano by Carol
Birtch who is also well known for chamber music.

March 15 will feature two Club members, Don Wilson and Peter
McAllister, who are Canada's foremost guitar duo. They have
toured Europe and North America as recitalists and as soloists
with orchestras. Canadian composer and Club member Murray Adaskin
wrote a Concerto for Two Guitars especially for them and perhaps
it will be on their program.

LETTERS

The Letters Group continues to meet in the LAMPS Room on Tuesdays
at lunch. The group is composed of writers, critics, editors,
librarians, booksellers, publishers, book collectors, bibliophiles,
bibliolaters, general readers and innocent bystanders. The
Calendar of the Month continues to designate the group as a
It is hoped that this pretentious label will
'Literary Luncheon'.
not inhibit any potential participant, be he printer, designer,
book salesman, scribbler, or just a plain curious Clubman interested
in books and book gossip.
As an indication of what the casual visitor may expect, the group
has recently been discussing reviews and reviewing.H. Lovat Dickson,
whose literary experience embraces the roles of critic, writer,
publisher and editor, has expressed each of these viewpoints. The
views of the bookseller and the reader have also been presented.
Harry S. Ferguson, Club specialist on Sir Walter Scott, has
presented a paper on 'The Forty-Five as seen in the Waverley
Novels'. Dr. Kenneth Pratt entertained the group with a piece
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describing a difficult and dangerous journey overland from the
Adriatic port of Dubrovnik to Athens by way of Skopje. Ian
Montagnes has outlined the impact on writing, editing and
publishing of new electronic technologies. Jonathan Lovat Dickson
has revealed the malaise of the publishing industry. Bill Duthie
presented impressions of the South African writer Joy Packer.
David Skene-Melvin delivered an interesting paper on the history
of the spy genre in fiction. Hugh Anson-Cartwright gave an
endearing critique of the work of the Welsh poet-painter David
Jones. Papers have also been presented by Raymond Peringer,
Harold H. Flammger and Hunter Bishop, the Club Archivist.

ART

The Outdoor Sketch Group is starting its 1983 season with a visit
to the home of Valerie Hassell, 32 Inglewood Drive (near Mount
Pleasant and St. Clair) on Saturday, February 26, 1983. Meet at
Val's place at about 12:30. As usual, bring your lunch, your lady
and the work you did during the morning.
The committee is planning further outings for the '83 program. Our
following outing will be a weekend in the north, about the end of
March or early April. Details will be available in the March
Calendar.
Any members who might wish to host the group should contact Les
Tibbles at 444-5891 or Murray Stewart at 221-7779.

Those in the Club who could volunteer time to design and produce
two or three posters during the year to help advertise our very full
activities program, are invited to leave their names with Peter
Large.
Peter, a member of the House Committee, heads a subcommittee whose
task it is to produce interesting, informative, artful posters
announcing upcoming events. Peter's business number is 597-7327;
home number is 481-0144.

A number of Club artists participated in an exhibition at Roberts
Gallery during January - a show of paintings, drawings and
sculpture selected by each artist. Among those exhibiting were
Franklin Arbuckle, A.J. Casson, Alan Collier, Charles Comfort,
Peter Haworth, Mackay Houstoun and York Wilson.

COMMENTS BY CURATOR
OF CLUB COLLECTIONS

The first purchase from the Members Drawing Show was made from the
Art Purchase Fund. The very fine drawing by John E. (Jack) Secord
of 'Delos, Greece', is now part of the Club Collections. This is
a particularly pleasing addition to the collections in view of the
general and to the Art Committee in particular, as well as the
fact that this is a beautiful drawing rendered in Jack's own
individual style.
__
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The dire straits through which the economy and the Club's viking
ship seem to be passing these days is not reflected in the
generosity of the Library's friends. Each of the valued items
mentioned in this month's report has been donated by Club members
or their guests. The Library Committee is most grateful.
To celebrate the centenary of A.Y. Jackson's birth in 1882, John
Flood of Penumbra Press has published A.Y. Jackson The Arctic 1927.
This attractively printed and bound volume presents the two diaries
kept by the artist during his seven-week voyage on board The
Beothic. Included are 88 plates of pencil sketches showing almost
every aspect of the trip. John has presented a copy to the Library,
which may be seen on the acquisitions shelf.
On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of General Publishing
Company, Campbell Hughes wrote It Can Be Done. It is the remarkable success story of this Canadian publishing house. A few myths
about the publishing business are destroyed along the way. Cam
has given the Library a signed copy.
The Light Must Be Perfect by Constance McRae is a biographical
memoir of painter Emily Warren (1869-1956). Warren was a Royal
Academician and a member of the Royal Society of British Artists.
Although more than 1,000 of her paintings have been located in
Canada, she is mentioned in no history of Canadian art. She was
the last pupil taught and influenced by John Ruskin. Our copy was
donated by Bryan Vaughan, a friend of the author.
As many members know, John Coulter's papers were acquired by
McMaster University. The last of these were turned over to the
university following his death in December 1980. Our Library has
received from John's daughter, Primrose Pemberton, a copy of
Part One (of two) of The John Coulter Archive.
Paper-Making by George Carruthers describes the first one hundred
years of paper-making by machine; the second, and much larger, part
of the book tells of the first century of paper-making in Canada
by way of sketches of our first 36 papermills. The Library has
received a copy from the author's son, Hugh Carruthers, who was a
recent Club guest of Lou Hartley.
There have been several new additions to the periodicals shelf.
To celebrate the founding of our Letters Group, Don Sutherland
keeps us up-to-date in the book world with the latest copies of
The Times Literary Supplement and The New York Times Book Review.
From the Museum of Promotional Arts we now receive copies of their
quarterly newsletter Empa. Harold Flammger has donated volume 7
of Verbatim, a quarterly devoted to language.

NEWS IN BRIEF

. Michael Bliss, on a sabbatical, continues to make news. An
excellent review of his book, The Discovery of Insulin, appeared
in the January-February issue of The Graduate; and a story in
The Globe and Mail 'Report on Business' refers to him as an
author of corporate histories. Michael is also a contributing
editor of Saturday Night.
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. In the same issue of The Graduate (University of Toronto), member
Ian Montagnes has written a nostalgic column about the differences
in the University of 1949 and today. He ends by saying: "The
University 30 years ago was a product of its society and far from
perfect. But it did have a strong sense of community which has
been dissipated. In that respect at least it was a better place."
. Fergus Cronin, our non-resident member in Palgrave, has had
articles appear in Canadian Geographic (Elixir or not, ginseng is
a lucrative crop) and in The Atlantic Advocate (The birth of North
American humor).
. Robert Christie is appearing in 'The Dresser', a Toronto Arts
Production at the Bayview Playhouse until February 26. And Tony Van
Bridge has just completed an appearance in 'The Crucible', a play
by Arthur Miller, which was presented by Theatre Plus at the St.
Lawrence Centre. His one-man show on Chesterton, GKC, which he
will perform at Hart House in March, was recently taped and will
have its world television premiere on C Channel's inaugural season.
. Louis Applebaum recently received the first Honorary
Associateship of the Royal Conservatory of Music ever to be
awarded. He was described by Principal Ezra Schabas as "a major
force in the development of artistic life in this country for 40
years."
. Ofra Harnoy, a winner of the Arts and Letters Club music
scholarship some time ago, has returned from a double-header debut
in New York with a rave review from the New York Times. The young
cellist had a recital in the Carnegie Recital Hall, and two days
earlier appeared as a soloist with the New York Youth Symphony
Orchestra at Carnegie Hall.
. Nicholas Goldschmidt was the subject of a three-part series on
CBC Stereo in January. The 75-year old Nicholas was described as
an artistic director, administrator, teacher, baritone, pianist
and one of Canada's leading music makers.
. Elwy Yost's latest book for younger readers is 'Billy and the
Bubbleship'.
. Arthur Gelber, O.C., has been appointed chairman of the
Bicentennial Advisory Commission of Ontario. The commission will
advise the Cabinet Committee on a wide range of topics on the
occasion of the 200th anniversary of the first major settlement
in Ontario in 1784.
. The first major retrospective of Paraskeva Clark's painting and
drawing is now on exhibition at the Art Gallery of Ontario until
In conjunction with the show there is a continuous video
March 4.
screening of a National Film Board production by Gail Singer of
Toronto entitled 'Portrait of the Artist as an Old Lady'. Those
members who know Paraskeva know that it cannot be anything but a
unusual study.
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Paraskeva was married to the late Philip Clark,

long-time
j
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treasurer of the Arts and Letters Club (and the man who designed
Ontario's sales tax system).
In 1929, Clark, then a young
accountant, walked into a Paris shop and such were Paraskeva's
attractions that on return to Toronto he bombarded her with letters
and proposed marriage. They were married in London in 1931 and
came to Toronto where she promptly lit up the art scene.
ROBERT F. GAGEN

Gagen was born
Ontario, about
John Fraser at
one of the few
June 25, 1872.

I

in London, England, in 1847. He moved to Seaforth,
1862. Later he came to Toronto and worked under
the Notman-Fraser photographic studio. Gagen was
men to attend the founding meeting of the O.S.A. on

Gagen exhibited his paintings between 1873 and 1926. He served as
Secretary of the O.S.A. from 1889 to 1926, and as Commissioner of
Fine Arts at the C.N.E. from 1912 to 1926. The significance of
the recurring 1926 date is that it is the year he suddenly died
while engaged in hanging an O.S.A. show at the Art Gallery of
Toronto.
The rock-bound coast of Maine was his favourite painting spot and
he became known as a distinguished marine painter. He was the
last Club president in the Court St. quarters and, when the Club
moved to 14 Elm, Gagen rented a third-floor studio so he could
keep in close touch with the Club he loved so much.
The heraldic emblem in the dining hall shows oak leaves (British
ancestry), pallette, trident and waves (a painter of marine
subjects), and a watering can (reflecting his love of gardening).
The presidential portrait of Gagen was done by Wyly Grier.
THE ARCHIVES

Members who had read the Archives column in the last Newsletter
may recall that mention was made of an influx, from a number of
Club photographers, of prints and slides. Well, these generous
contributions have not abated since that time. Rather than
identify what has been sent, we will content ourselves with
naming the donors: Ron Vickers, John Scott, Roly Pincoe and Dick
Mastin. In addition, there were two members who deserve special
thanks - Yvon Doucet, who turned over a great number of his prints
and slides from the 1950's and 60's, and David Turnbull, a new
member who, at his first Christmas Dinner, was tireless in
recording the event on film.
Rik Kettle has lent reproductions of a number of crests, badges,
carvings, etc., which combine to illuminate the history of Upper
Canada College. We feel that such material would make an
interesting archival display, especially when combined with a
list of Club members who served on the teaching staff of the
college. So far, we have come up with: Robert Holmes, Richard
Tattersal, Ettore Mazzoleni, Robin Strachan, David Ouchterlony,
Rik Kettle and Vernon Mould. If you can name others please
phone Hunter Bishop at 483-7482.
After the mounting of the Christmas archival show, we came across

p
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a Club four-page Christmas card sent to members in 1915; because
the card is in the Fisher Rare Book collection, we were able to
John Snell sent three cards
order photographs for filing.
showing his work - unfortunately these also were received too late
for display.
But if more members send in cards they have drawn,
we can look forward to a more comprehensive display in the future.
Finally, thanks go to lan Murray who brought, from a history about
Cannington, Ontario, a chapter devoted to the village's most
illustrious son, and Charter Club member, Robert Holmes.

I
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CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE
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Murray Adaskin, Hugh Anson-Cartwright, Hunter Bishop, Bill Haehnel,
Bill Matheson, Chuck Matthews, Norman McMurrich, Ray Peringer,
John Snell, Michael Spence, Don Sutherland, Les Tibbles, Ron
Vickers and Wentworth Walker. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your
contributions are welcomed. Deadline for the next Newsletter
is Friday, April 1.
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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS
AGO THIS SPRING
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1983

In the early days of this century there were a number of artistic
clubs in Toronto. But by 1908 three of them had disappeared from
the Toronto scene (the Clef Club, the Mahlstick Club and the Little
Billee Sketch Club) and two others, the Canadian Art Club and the
Graphic Arts Club, were only one and four years old.
With this in mind, says Archivist Hunter Bishop, Augustus Bridle
had been trying to form an all-arts club from a nucleus of kindred
souls who used to lunch in the Palms Room of McConkey's restaurant.
Finally, on the evening of March 23, 1908 he managed to gather some
70 men for dinner at the St. Charles restaurant at the corner of
Yonge and Melinda Streets; the concensus of the evening was that an
arts and letters club should be formed.
In order to mark that first meeting, Bridle issued a little booklet
with the title A Gathering of the Arts' and a front cover design by
J.E.H. MacDonald. This booklet was a forerunner of the Club's early
magazine The Lamps, a name made up of the first letters of literature,
architecture, music, painting and sculpture, the first categories
for professional membership.
In April the second dinner was held at the headquarters of the
Ontario Society of Artists, 165 King Street West, above the Princess
Theatre; its next meeting, in May, was at the same location.

ART

(

I

You may have noticed an addition to our Newsletter masthead. If not,
take a look at it now. It is the symbol being used on Club printed
material during our 75th anniversary year. It was commissioned by
the Anniversary Committee (Chairman Ken Jarvis) and was designed and
executed by Arthur Stevens, staff artist at Ryerson Press for a
number of years and now an art teacher at a Mississauga high school.
. Three of our members had exhibitions recently: Ray Cattell showed
new paintings and watercolours at Gallery Moos during March; Alan
Collier had a showing of new oils and watercolours at the Roberts
Gallery; and Glen Loates had a four-day 'wildlife' exhibition at the
Juliane Galleries of Fine art.
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. Two members will be exhibiting in the next few days: Les Tibbles
is exhibiting recent work at his home, 19 Forest Heights Blvd., from
April 17; Bill Sherman is having a one-day exhibition of his watercolours on Saturday April 30 at the Heliconian Club, 35 Hazelton
Avenue, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
. And past-president Norman McMurrich is current holding his first
one-man exhibition of watercolours and drawings at The Kitchen,
216 St. Andrew Street, Fergus, until April 28. The hours, Monday to
Friday are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Why in Fergus, you might ask? Norman
is a great-grandson of the late Rev. George Smellie, first
Presbyterian minister to settle in Fergus. Norman's mother paid
frequent visits to the Smellie's manse, Kirkhall, while her grandfather was alive and for many years after his death when his daughter
Bella lived on at Kirkhall. Although the property is no longer owned
by members of the family, the manse is in a good state of preservation
today. Norman's interest in the Fergus and Belwood areas is
heightened considerably by the fact his daughter Sheila and her
husband Alvin Koop and their two children live and farm nearby
Sprucecote (the original Green settlement).
Several of the pieces
in Norman's show are of subjects in the vicinity of Sprucecote.

I

. The next outing of the Outdoor Sketching Group is to Bill Duthie's
place in the Hockley Valley on Saturday, May 7. On June 25 the
outing will be to Caledon East, with Gord Peters as host. Maps are
available from the Steward.
. The Spring Outdoor Sketching Weekend, usually at Haliburton,
switched to Gravenhurst this year and fair weather was enjoyed by
32 artists, photographers and friends. On Friday evening Alan Wingate
projected a selection of his slides, and was followed by a showing
of Florida birds by Gordon Laws; on Saturday evening Archie Arbuckle
showed slides of Mexico. The trip home on Sunday was in a snowstorm,
putting the cap on an enjoyable weekend.
. The attention of members is drawn to the opening exhibition of The
Justina M. Barnicke Gallery, Hart House, University of Toronto, It
is made up of selections from the core of the Hart House Permanent
Collection of paintings and prints. Since its founding in 1921 the
goal of the collection is to purchase annually one or more works
representative of Canadian art. Works by all members of the Group
of seven, plus Carr, Comfort, Milne and Thomson are to be seen in
this inaugural exhibition; the closing date is April 27th.
LETTERS
Devotees to the field of letters have been filling luncheon seats in
the Lamps Room but will wind down the 1982-83 season on April 19
(the 26th session).
In recent weeks papers have been presented by
Don Sutherland on Hearing Haiku, an oriental poet; Charles Carter
on the Canadian poet-novelist Philip Child; and Howard Gerring on
The Passing Wind, a title of poetic resonance. Other sessions have
been on 'Reading for the Desert Island Castoway', and 'Reference
Shelf for the literate general reader', and a poetry reading which
was given in the Great Hall at lunch on April 5.

m
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The session on Desert Island Reading came up with 58 suggestions,
with the Bible leading the recommendations, followed by an encyclopedia, the Complete Works of William Shakespeare, and a blank book
(for the start of a narative?) Only one individual suggested
Practical Boat Building, while another thought a cheque book had
merit. Other suggestions included Louis Untermeyer's A treasury
of Humour, Will Durant's Story of Philosophy, Plutarch's Parallel
Lives, Mrs. Beeton's Cookbook, the Complete Works of W. Somerset
Maugham, Longer Poems for Upper School, Newman's Life of Richard
Wagner, and Hardy's Return of the Native.
. Storytelling Week in Toronto, February 21 to 27, began at the Club.
To help celebrate the Fifth Annual Storytelling Festival of Toronto,
two members of the Festival entertained at the Ladies Luncheon on
Monday the 21st. Bob Barton, of the Storytelling School of Toronto,
described the art of storytelling and the oral tradition in
literature. Marylyn Peringer, wife of member Ray Peringer, then told
the French-Canadian folktale of The Diviner, a beautiful tale of
fantasy, luck and common sense. Barton rounded off the program
with the story of Old Hark by Richard Kennedy, a modern tale in
the folk idion, in which an old man makes an advantageous bargain
with death. Campbell Hughes thanked the storytellers on behalf of
an appreciative audience.
. Michael Bliss' recent book on Fred Banting (The Discovery of
Insulin) shared this year's City of Toronto Book Award of $5,000
with Lucy Booth Martyn's The Face of Early Toronto; and archival
record 1803 - 1936. The Award, created in 1973, is to recognize
books about the city, and is presented by the Mayor on behalf of
City Council, followed by a Civic Reception. Since the inception
of the Award, 21 books have been selected and the authors rewarded
accordingly.

MUSIC

b

The evening musical on March 2 featured Pearl Palmasson, violin,
and Carol Birtch, piano. The program consisted of three sonatas:
by Hindlmith, Faure and Prokofiev. This brief statement, however,
gives no idea of the magnitude of the programme since all the
compositions, particularly the last two, are very big works. The
performance by both artists fully lived up the demands placed upon
them by the music and the result was a magnificent concert. Those
who missed it have reason for regret. The prolonged applause gave
the artists a sure indication of the feelings of the audience.
. Members Don Wilson and Peter McAllister more than justified their
reputation as Canada's foremost guitar duo when they entertained a
large gathering of members and friends after dinner on March 15. In
fact, the evening was described by one delighted member as "the
finest musical event in Club history". Their technqiue was flawless
and the audience could hear every note played. The result was a
superb evening of music of the highest order. They received standing
ovations and were required to play several encores. Two of the
pieces in their program were works specailly written for them, a
good indication of their rating as world-class musicians. They are
sure to be back again, by popular demand, during the Club's fall
and winter music season,
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. It is the intention of the music committee to have more music at
the Club during lunch, and the 'first' offering will be at the
Ladies for Lunch, Monday, April 18. At that time Eillen Ferguson,
soprano and daughter of member Harry Ferguson will sing a number of
Gilbert and Sullivan pieces.
. The Club Choir will rehearse on Mondays, May 2, May 9 and May 16,
in preparation for singing at the Annual General Meeting, which takes
place at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 19th. Rehearsal times are
6 to 7:30 p.m. During these three rehearsals, a new repertoire will
be introduced, as well as plans for the club season Sept. to Dec.
1983. New members are always welcome to sing in the choir. Telephone
Reg Wallace or Ted Moroney if you wish to join the choir.
. The May 4 Evening Musicale will feature an all-string chamber
music ensemble: Dorothy Lawson (daughter of member Matthew Lawson)
cello; member Marcel Ray, cello; Joseph Peleg, violin, and Catherine
Rapoporet, viola. Miss Lawson will play several unaccompanied solos,
and also join two of the artists in playing a Mozart work for a
string trio. Based on the high standards of other music evenings
at the Club, this one is likely to attract a larger then usual
audience. May 4, 7:30 p.m. for 8:00 p.m.
. On June 1 there will be another evening of chamber music with
David Franco, piano; Marcel Ray, cello; Frank Fusco, violin; Jacob
Loft, viola, and guest violinist Gerard Kantarjian.
. The life and music of Healey Willan is the subject of a new book
by F.R.C. Clarke (University of Toronto Press). According to a
review by John Kraglund in the Globe and Mail, the book provides a
fresh perspective on Willan's music tand suggests that it may be on
the verge of popular recognition. Willan composed almost 800
compositions and for many years was considered the dean of Englishspeaking Canadian composers. His primary interest was in church
music, not only music of the 19th century but particularly early
Gregorian chant. His other interest was in secular music, most of
which is generally presented in choral programs. On May 19 here at
the Club, as at each annual general meeting, the Choir will sing
the Constitution as put to music by Healy Willan, and in doing will
be presenting another side of a jovial man who helped to make the
Club the interesting place it is today.
MEMBERS' DINNER,
March 23, 1983

This was the third Members' Dinner at which those who had completed
45 years of membership were officially welcomed as Life Members and
presented with medallions by the President. Thirteen Life Members
sat at the head table--the largest number to be assembled at one
time.
Due to a slight miscalculation in the seating arrangement, the Vice
President was banished to another table. If one more Life Member
had been present doubtless the President would also have graciously
relinquished his chair, leaving the Lifers in control.
(Hmm, This
gives one food for thought).
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After dinner each of five members received his medallion from Jim
Parr, while Ken Jarvis read a short statement identifying each man
and his long association with the Club. The men so honoured were:
Allan Burton, Frank Carrington, Randolph MacDonald, Harold Sumberg
and Wentworth Walker.

4I

The significance of the date was stressed by Hunter Bishop, who
revealed that exactly 75 years before (March 23, 1908) some 70 men
met at the St. Charles Hotel for the purpose of forming an all-arts
Club. Following this disclosure Hunter struggled to clarify the
convoluted and lengthy process which finally resulted in the automatic
transfer to the Life category of those who have completed 45 years
of membership. The evening ended with two of the Club's most
pleasant traditions: drinks and conversation.
PERCY TACON

)
NEW MEMBERS

A long-time member of the Club, but an infrequent participant in
Club affairs, Percy Tacon (pronounced Tayson) died recently. He
was a teacher of art and one of the first Canadian painters of nonobjective art. Mr. Tacon was born in England, obtained his BA at
the Univeristy of Toronto in 1927, and an MA at McMaster University
in 1937. He was a teacher of art and modern languages at Central
Collegiate in Hamilton before becoming a lecturer in art at the
University of Toronto. He retired as Professor Emeritus in 1970.
As a painter, he exhibited across Canada, with the Ontario Society
of Artists, the Royal Canadian Academy, and at the Guggenheim Museum
of Non Objective Painters in New York. He was a charter member of
the American Society for Esthetics, a past-president of the Art
Section of the Ontario Educational Association, and the first president
of the Ontario Society of Teachers of Art.

Five new members have joined the Club in recent weeks. And since
their names are not yet on your membership list, their home and
office telephone numbers are listed in these brief biographies.
D'Arcy Jonathon Dacre Boulton, a Professor of History at Harvard
University, has joined as a non-resident member. His special hobby
is heraldic drawing and illumination.
John W. Holmes, a professor at the University of Toronto, is an
authority on international affairs, and for a number of years was
with External Affairs, Ottawa. Bus. 979-1851/Res. 922-8202.
Neil S. Houlton, is an associate music officer with the Ontario Arts
Council, and Director of the Massey College Singers. Bus. 961-1660/
Res. 926-0379.
Ernest J. H. Redelmeier lists his occupation as 'farming' with
special interests in computer science and paintings. Bus. 832-2220/
Res. 832-1117.

S

William Robert Templeton is now 'retired' but for many years was
the owner and operator of commercial art studios in Toronto.
Bus. 421-7870/Res. 823-2864.
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COMMENTS BY CURATOR
OF CLUB COLLECTIONS

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB

No additions have been made to the collection in the last month.
However, some purchases are being considered since there are funds
available from commissions received. We are looking for small
'gems' by a number of artists. If anyone knows of works available
at an affordable price, we would like to hear about them.
Some of the major 'missing' artists are: Arthur Lismer, J.E.H.
MacDonald (probably beyond our budget) F.H. Varley (same comment)
Horalio Walker, Eric Freifeld, R.F. Gagen, Arthur Heming, Jack
MacDonald, C.B. Manly, Rowley Murphy, George Pepper and Sidney
Watson. We are looking for small finished oils or watercolours
(in some cases we already have a drawing or print). Contact the
Curator or leave a note at the Club giving details.

LIBRARY NOTES

Again we are pleased to report that every book mentioned in this
Library Notes was a gift to the Club library. Members' interest
and generosity is most appreciated.
The Chronicle of a Century 1829 - 1929. edited by Lorne Pierce,
is subtitled, The record of one hundred years of progress in the
publishing concerns of the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congretional
Churches in Canada. This book is a mine of information about
their publications, editors, and the early days of the United
Church Publishing House. A brief history of The Ryerson Press is
included. This special edition has been donated by Campbell Hughes.
Especially welcome to the library are gifts which help fill in the
gaps of works by members. So a special 'thank you' to John Scott
for his donation of The Fable of the Goats and Other Poems by
E.J. Pratt. While at medical school, John was a student of the
poet, At the end of the term, Pratt gave to each student a signed
copy of this book. John's copy is now in our library.
The Library Committee is pleased to note that when Bill Fleury
was recently reducing his collection of books, he thought of the
Club. Two of the many books offered have been selected for our
shelves. Historic Architecture of Canada by Anthony Adamson, Alice
Alison, Eric Arthur and William Goulding was the contribution of
the Royal Architectural Institue of Canada to Canada's centennial
celebrations in 1967. It catalogues a photographic exhibition of
historically significant buildings. A Handbook of Ornament by
F.S. Meyer consits of more than five hundred pages of samples of
ornamental lettering, jewellery, furniture, metal objects and
architecture.
Howard Gerring has donated a rare book on Canadian bookplates.
The Bookplates of Leslie Victor Smith, published by The Rectory
Press of William Colgate, is a limited edition book which includes
a checklist of all Smith's bookplates and ten tipped-in samples
of his work. Although the library already has a copy of this book,
not all of the tipped-inplates are identical. Thus the library
not only has a back-up copy of this valuable book, but our bookplate collection is also enhanced.
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A special service of the library may not be known to all members.
With only a few exceptions, all magazines on the library display
rack may be purchased for a nominal amount. To reserve a magazine,
members need only to write their name clearly on the cover. When
the magazines are later sold, such copies will be set aside for the
signing member. There is no limit to the number of copies you may
reserve. All funds go towards the purchase of needed books.

*
PAST PRESIDENT,
VINCENT MASSEY

Vincent Massey joined the Club in 1911, and was the tenth president
serving for the years 1920 - 22. The timing was not a favourable
one in which to begin a term of Office, for the Club was homeless;
it had been evicted from the Court St. quarters and the renovations
at 14 Elm were not finished until the end of November, 1920,
Massey completed his education at Oxford and returned to teach
history at the U. of T. just before World War I. He took great
interest in the construction of Hart House (a gift to the University
from the Massey Foundation) as he did many years later in the
construction of Massey College. He served as Canada's first Minister
to Washington (1926-30) and as Canada's High Commissioner to London
(1935-46). Later he was named chairman of the Royal Commission
on National Development in the Arts, Letters and Sciences (a report
issued in 1951). He became the first native-born Governor General
of Canada (1952-1959).
He was guest of honour at the Club's 50th Anniversary Dinner. In
his heraldic device in our dining hall the bound sheaves of wheat
refer to the family business of manufacturing binders; the hart
refers to his grandfather's name. The excellent presidential
portrait of Massey was done by F. H. Varley.

CALENDAR OF CLUB
EVENTS FOR THE
NEXT FEW MONTHS

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Tues.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

-

L2
17
18

Wed.

L9
Apr. 25
Apr. 30
May 4

Sat.
Thurs.

May 7
May 12

Thurs.
Wed.

May 19
June 1

Sat.

June 25

Last Life Class for the spring session
Deadline for Club's May Calendar of the Month
Ladies for lunch - Eillen Ferguson, Soprano
Last Literary Luncheon for the spring session
Spring Revue
Evening Musicale (Dorothy Lawson & friends)
7:30 for 8:00 p.m.
Outdoor Sketching Group outing - Hockley Valley
Ladies Night - Leonard Brook's Show
6:30 for 7:00 p.m.
Annual General Meeting and Members' Dinner 5:30 pm
Evening Musicale - Club musicians and guest
violinist - 7:30 p.m. for 8:00 p.m.
Outdoor Sketching Group Outing - Caledon East

Hugh Anson-Cartwright, Hunter Bishop, David Franco, Bill Haehnel,
Ray Peringer, John Snell, Murray Stewart, Don Sutherland, and Les
Tibbles. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed.
Deadline for the next Newsletter is Friday June 3, 1983.
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June,

WORDS TO PONDER
(THE PRESIDENT AT
THE ANNUAL MEETING)

1983

I believe that there are two essential qualities to 'arts and
letters'. The first has to do with change. It is not our scientists
and engineers, physicians and accountants that cause change; in the
long run, it is our poets and painters, playwrights and musicians
that turn out to be the activists. They present the cutting edge.
uncomfortable as they probe and question, and
They make us a little
disturb our prejudices.
The second important part of 'arts and letters' is a concern for
beauty. "Beauty," said the philosopher John MacMurray about 50
years ago, "is as important as truth--even more important--and
beauty in life is the product of real feeling."

*

And so I see no conflict between change and beauty; for both are
products of real concern, of "real feeling". Both are embodied in
the spirit of 'arts and letters'.
We are a self-centred group of people, for that is the nature of
this private Club. But, however private and selfish we are, our
They are our instruments for
concern is for 'arts and letters'.
causing change and for doing beautiful things. The mere business
of the Club--the drab stuff of this annual meeting--is only
tolerated so that we can keep the show on the road. It is the
show that matters; and the show matters only because it drives a
road.
When I sit at our luncheon and dinner tables during the next year,
I hope that our talk will have to do with 'arts and letters'-with music and painting and poetry and sculpture and architecture
and drama ... with change, and with beautiful things. Not with
the humdrummery of our lease and our meals and our fees. Any
Club can talk about that sort of thing.

1908
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We, the four hundred of us, enjoy a remarkable privilege: the
privilege of our own, rich, company--the wealth of our pursuits
and our interests. My hope is that in this 75th anniversary
year, the Club will send us back to our studios or our desks or
our homes, sparked with the spirit of change and touched by some
experience of what is beautiful.
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OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
FOR 1983-4

Executive Members:
President: Jim Parr
Vice-President: Kenneth Jarvis
Secretary: Campbell Hughes*
Treasurer: John Sword
Counsel: John McKellar

Sid Bersudsky
Alan Collier
David Franco
Howard Gerring
Peter Large
Jay Manning*

William Matheson
John McLean
Harry Ross
John Scott
Michael Spence
John Wi Idridge

*An Executive Member appointed to this position when William Townley
resigned as Secretary following the annual meeting. Jay Manning was
named to the Executive to fill the resultant vacancy.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
AND MEMBERS 1983-4

Activities Committee: Michael Spence (Chairman), Hunter Bishop
(ex-officio), Alan Collier (art), David Franco (music), Jay Manning
(choir), Don Sutherland (letters), Roly Pincoe (stage).
Art Committee: Alan Collier (Chairman), Franklin Arbuckle, Sid
Bersudsky, Ray Cattell, Yvon Doucet, Reg Haist, Mackay Houstoun,
John Joy, Gordon Rice, Jack Secord, Bill Sherman, John Snell, Murray
Stewart, Leslie Tibbles (Secretary), Jack Wildridge (Vice-Chairman),
York Wilson.
Communications Committee: Howard Gerring (Chairman and editor of
The Newsletter), John McLean (Vice-Chairman and editor of the
Monthly Calendar), William Haehnel (music), Peter Large (internal
graphics) and an art member to be announced.
Finance Committee: John Sword (Chairman), Kenneth Jarvis, William
Matheson, Harry Ross.

House Committee:
Scott.

William Matheson (Chairman), David Franco, John

Membership Committee:
Hartley, Jay Manning.

Harry Ross (Chairman),

Hunter Bishop, Lou

Planning and Negotiation Committees: Sid Bersudsky (Chairman),
Anthony Adamson, Ray Peringer, William Townley, Negotiation
Committee: Sid Bersudsky, President Parr and Counsel McKellar.

CLUB CREST
A LIKELIHOOD

Because 65 members have already placed orders for the proposed Club
crest that has been on display for several weeks, there's every
likelihood that an order will be placed for their manufacture. If
you would like a crest, you would be wise to sign up for one now
because the Club will obtain a sizable discount for a large first
order, making possible a price of $27.50 or $30 each. Smaller,
future orders to the manufacturer will cost much more.

qD
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REPORTED,
COMMENT

WITHOUT

At a recent Executive Meeting the following motion was moved,
seconded and adopted:
"That the President be authorized to appoint a special committee to
consider and make recommendations to the Executive respecting the
conduct and discipline of members."

COMMEMORATIVE BOOK
NEAR COMPLETION

4

ICLUB SUMMER
CLOSING

In the February issue of this Newsletter there was an outline of
the events that will take place during September and October to
celebrate our 75th birthday. The 75th Anniversary Committee of
Ken Jarvis (Chairman), Hunter Bishop, David Franco, Campbell Hughes
and Michael Spence has now released details of a 32-page book that
will be issued as a commemorative. The central theme is focused on
the 17 armorial bearings that are on display in the Great Hall. A
brief biography has been prepared on each of them and will appear
beside the illustration. The Bridle armorial plaque will appear on
the cover. Inside will also be an introduction by President Parr,
an article on the three Club locations, a list of past presidents,
and a number of short pieces on Club traditions (Boar's Head,
singing of the Constitution, etc.), lunch at the Club, art, music,
Most of the work has been completed and the manuscript
drama, etc.
will be going into typesetting this month with the book being ready
in September or earlier.
The Club will be closed from July 18 until August 12, but there's
no need to break the habit of 'lunching at the Club', Arrangements
have been made for you to have guest membership privileges at the
following:
Royal Canadian Military Institute, 426 University Avenue, for one
week, July 18-23. Sign chits.
Toronto Press Club, 80 Richmond Street West, for the entire period.
Pay cash.
The University Club of Toronto, 380 University Avenue, for two
weeks, July 18-29. Sign chits,
Arts and Letters Club membership cards to identify you are available
from our Office Administrator.

DEATHS IN 1982-3

p

During the Club year 1982-83,14 members died, All of them
contributed to Club life, and all of us are better for having known
them: Eric Arthor, Walter Coucill, Gordon Davies, Wallace
Gillespie, Glenn Gould, Samuel Hersenhoren, Harry Jamieson, Wilfred
'Bud' Knapp, Oxford McNeill, Vladan Milic, Anthony Muntzer, Ernest
Newson, Percy Tacon, and William Wales.
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WALLACE P. GILLESPIE

NEW MEMBERS

A quiet, polite man, and a regular attendant at Club lunches and
affairs, Wallace Gillespie died in April. He was born in Vancouver
63 years ago, and was a graduate of the University of British
Columbia. He came to Toronto in 1950 to join the public affairs
department of Imperial Oil. For 30 years, until his retirement in
October, 1980, he served as a publication editor, public affairs
analyst, and co-ordinator for special projects. Wally had a good
knowledge of the oil industry and was skilful in representing his
company. He was a behind-the-scenes man in business and at the
Club, and served as editor of our Newsletter for several years.
During the 1970s he was active with the Couchiching Conferences
and, until 1980, was president of the Edithvale Ratepayers
Association, leading opposition to high-rise developments,
submitting briefs and making appearances before the Ontario
Municipal Board.

Seven new members have joined the Club since the last Newsletter
was published in April:
Christopher Adeney, professional member, is; a set designer for TV,
He is an Associate of the Ontario College of
film and theatre.
Art and has a special diploma from the Slade School of London, He
has had nine one-man painting exhibitions. Telephones: Bus.484-2600,
Home 445-8019.
David F. Bennett, professional member, is a writer. He has a
degree in Biology, Physics and Mathematics and a diploma in
He has had several years of experience in
Communication Studies.
Telephone: Business and Home 421-0280.
publishing.

O

Hugh D. Carruthers, member, is a hand-made paper maker. He has
studied in sales and marketing at University of Western Ontario and
in management at York University. He has had 44 years' experience
in mill, marketing and sales management. Telephones:
Bus. (510) 935-7526, Home 481-9416.
Daniel Hansen, professional member, is organist and choirmaster
at the Lawrence Park Community Church. He is also a graduate
student in the Faculty of Music at the University of Toronto and
a member of the Exultate Chamber Singers. He is a graduate of
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, New Jersey. Telephones:
Bus. 489-1551, Home 961-5428.
James D. Morris, professional member, is an actor and writer. He
has had 31 years' experience in international marketing and acting
and has appeared in approximately 30 films and TV series.
Telephone: Home 485-5206.
Gilbert DeB. Robinson, member, is emeritus professor of mathematics,
University of Toronto. He is a graduate of University of Toronto
and has a Ph.D. degree from Cambridge, He has been editor and
publisher of the Journal of Mathematics and author of several books
and biographies. Telephones: Bus. 978-3184, Home 699-9127.

m
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James M. Spence, member, is a lawyer. He has a degree in Philosophy
and History from the University of Toronto and graduated in Law in
1966. He is interested in literature, music, painting and theatre.
His hobby is painting. Telephones: Bus. 865-7365, Home 485-1367.
THE LETTERS GROUP

(I

The Letters Group, initiated by Mike Spence's Activities Committee
in the autumn of 1982, concluded the formal part of its 1982-83
season on April 19. At its 25 luncheon meetings, papers were
presented by Ray Perringer, Jonathan Lovat Dickson, Harold Flammger,
Hunter Bishop, Don Sutherland, H. Lovat Dickson, David Skene-Melvin,
William F. Duthie, Ian Montagnes, Hugh Anson-Cartwright, Kenneth
Pratt, Harry S. Ferguson, Charles Carter, Jim Parr and Howard
Gerring.
In addition to those mini-papers, there were sessions devoted to
'Reviews & Reviewing', 'Books for a Desert Island Castaway', 'A
Reference Shelf for the Literate Reader', and two poetry readings,
one in the seclusion of the LAMPS Room and one in the Great Hall.
The Group made a special effort to have members get to know each
other by name and to this end, kept a record of participants. Those
attending one or more of these luncheon meetings included Desmond
Neill, John Seltzer, Wentworth Walker, Brian Jarvis, James Dingwall,
Campbell Hughes, Bill Shelden, Neville Thompson, Sandy Stewart,
George McGillivray, Don Macleod, Leon Katz, John Grayson, Harry
Ross, Marcel Ray, George Tauchman, Doug Tushingham, Wallace
Gillespie, Burt Richardson, Alan Collier, Jack Wildridge, Frank
Fusco, Herbert Whitaker, Herman Voaden and Stan Cooper.
Members were encouraged to bring guests to the Letters Group
luncheons. Amongst guests recorded were Steve Stevanovic, Literary
Officer for the Ontario Arts Council, Norman Mackenzie, Glen
Erikson, David Bennett, Harold Bohne, Director of the University of
Toronto Press, Charles Pringle, Douglas Gibson, Publisher at
Macmillan of Canada (Gage), and Virgil Duff of the University of
Toronto Press.
A steering committee consisting of Lovat Dickson, Hugh AnsonCartwright, Ian Montagnes and Don Sutherland is open to suggestions
for the programme for the 1983-84 season.

MUS ICAL EVENINGS

AT THE CLUB

The May 4th Musicale featured four string players: Dorothy Lawson cello, Catherine Rappaport - viola, Joseph Peleg - violin, and
Marcel Ray -
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cello.

The first three are young people who have just formed a trio which
they are calling 'The Amati Trio' and this was their first public
performance. They are sure to have many more and we wish them
every success. The fourth member of the group needs no
introduction, having played for us in one combination or another
so many times in the past two seasons.
The programme consisted of three works:
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1) A work for unaccompanied cello by the modern Spanish composer
Gaspar Cassado, played by Dorothy Lawson. Very much a virtuoso
piece with a strong Spanish flavour, it admirably demonstrated her
formidable technique.
2) A duet for two cellos by a little-known 18th century French
composer, Jean Baptiste Breval, played by Miss Lawson and Marcel
Ray. This was a light and pleasant work making a nice contrast
with the previous one.
3) A Divertimento for string trio by Mozart and played by the
Amati Trio was a little more serious than its name implied. This
made an admirable finish to yet another most enjoyable concert.

The April 6th Musicale featured three of our own members in a
programme of Victorian songs. James McLean, tenor, Chris Cameron,
bass, and Ted Moroney, piano--all impeccably attired in the latest
Victorian fashion, in front of a set bedecked with Union Jacks,
and fortified by frequent trips to the decanter--presented a steady
flow of solos, duets and readings. In doing so they covered the
whole gamut from Elizabeth Barrett Browning to Robert Service, with
practically everything else in between. (What nostalgic memories
were evoked by again hearing 'Mandalay' and 'Pale Hands I Loved'.)
This reviewer confesses to approaching the evening with some
misgivings, but by the time it was over he was on his feet and
cheering with the rest of the audience in appreciation of one of
the most joyous romps in years. Jay Manning's final remarks,
thanking the artists for the fun they gave us, and the Committee
for making this season so outstandina musically, was greeted with
applause.

The final musicale of the season on June 6 was presented by five of
our own members. Four of these--David Franco, piano, Francesco
Fusco, violin, Jacob Loft, viola, and Marcel Ray, cello, are old
friends. The fifth, Gerard Kantarjian, violin, is a relatively new
member appearing for the first time but, we sincerely hope, not the
last. One indication that this hope will be fulfilled came with
Frank Fusco's announcement that Mr. Kantarjian, along with Jacob
and Marcel, will, from now on, perform as 'The Arts and Letters
Quartet'. This was their first concert but not, we are sure, their
last.
The programme was as follows:
1)

Trio in C major, K548, by Mozart.

2)

Trio in C minor, Op 1 No 2 by Beethoven.
Both the above were played by Messrs. Franco, Kantarjian and Ray.

3)

Quartet in C major K465 by Mozart, played by The Arts and Letters
Quartet.

I
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This quartet is nicknamed 'The Dissonant', but to modern ears this is
It is one of Mozart's finest works and formed a
hard to understand.
fitting climax to this programme and to the whole season, the best we
have had for many years. We are lucky to have as members, musicians
of this calibre willing to play here and give us so much pleasure.
One notable feature of this concert was the capacity audience, which
must have been gratifying to the players and the music committee.

ARTISTS AT WORK

Two more of our art group have had recent exhibitions: Jim Birnie,
at Eaton's Art Gallery in April, and Glen Loates, whose works were
given a special showing by the Art Gallery at W.H. Smith during May.
A third artist, Peter Large, is having an exhibition of watercolours
at Gustav's Gallery, 118 Queen Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake, beginning
June 30 and continuing for three weeks.

The Outdoor Sketching Group has two trips planned for coming
Saturdays: On June 25 they will meet at Gordon Peters' home near
Mono Mills. Ladies and photographers are invited, as they are for a
second trip to the Locust Ridge Farm of Dr. John Scott on August 6.
It is located on the 7th Line, one-half mile west of Bond Head. Maps
showing directions to both locations are available at the Club.

A.J. Casson is being most generous these days, Recently he donated
one of his paintings to the Club for sale through member Jack
Wildridge. The proceeds, $8,000.00, will be used for general
expenses. Cass has also donated his well-known painting 'Country
Store' as first prize in a fund-raising draw set for June 20 at the
Art Gallery of Toronto Ontario. It is no wonder so many Club
members turned out for the May 17 luncheon to wish him well on his
85th birthday.

The 75th Anniversary Committee has appointed Franklin Arbuckle, A.J.
Casson, Alan Collier and Jack Wildridge as a subcommittee empowered
to organize and hang an exhibition of paintings by Club members,
now deceased, who were most influential in the early days of the
This exhibition will be hung on September 12 and will be part
Club.
of the major celebrations during that month.

*

The Newsletter offers an apology to Arthur Steven, the creator of
our 75th anniversary symbol, for improperly identifying him in the
last issue, and spelling his name incorrectly! Arthur was Art
Director at the Ryerson Press for 20 years, from 1950 to 1970, and
now is teaching art at Gordon Graydon Collegiate in Mississauga.
Sorry, Art.
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A recent story in The Globe and Mail reported that "Chief Justice
Bora Laskin addressed a gathering in the Supreme Court of Canada
building on May 16 after a bust was unveiled in memory of former
Chief Justice John Cartwright. Sculpture was by Kenneth Jarvis,
Secretary of the Law Society of Upper Canada."
The Cartwright bust was #29 of the 41 sculptures our Vice-President
has created in ten years of working with this art form. His first
work, of Mrs. E.J. Phillips, is in a private Toronto collection.
Since then his works have included Dr. John Falconbridge, Dean of
the Osgoode Hall Law School, W. Ross MacDonald, Lieutenant Governor
of Ontario, A.J. Casson, Spencer Clark, Joseph Sedgewick, John J.
Robinette, the Rt. Hon. Roland Michener (yet to be unveiled in
Ottawa), and one of Chuck Matthews which is also to be unveiled.
In addition to busts, Ken has created the Advocates' Society Medal,
the Ombudsman's Medal, and the Simcoe Monument (an ll-foot high
equestrian statue, now at the bronze foundry pending completion of
funding.

A DISTINGUISHED
ROYAL SOCIETY

In 1882, Canada's fourth Governor-General, the Marquis of Lorne,
proposed establishment of a national academy to promote learning
and research. It was incorporated the following year as the Royal
Society. Today it has 1,075 living fellows, all of whom have been
recommended for membership by a fellow. Such recommendations go to
a selection committee and, if approved as a candidate, the nominee's
credentials are circulated among the membership for approval or
disapproval.
The Society takes credit, directly or indirectly, for the founding
of the National Research Council, the National Museums, the National
Library, the Public Archives, and the Dominion Astrophysical
Observatory.
The Society also awards medals for distinguished achievements, and
this year member Dr. Michael Bliss received one for his book 'The
Discovery of Insulin'.
Our Club is honoured that 13 of our members are fellows of the Royal
Society: Robertson Davies, Barker Fairley, Claude Bissell, H. Lovat
Dickson, Reginald Haist, Pat Hume, Jim Parr, Ernest Sirluck, William
Swinton, Douglas Tushingham, John Weavers, Tuzo Wilson and nonIf we have missed the names of other
resident member Arthur Porter.
Club members, please let The Newsletter know.

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE
. Recent member Allen Paterson, Director of the Royal Botanical
(MEMBERS, OF COURSE) Gardens, Hamilton, gave an illustrated talk on the 'Gardens of
Britain' at the RBG annual meeting recently.
. Doug Tushingham, now retired from the Royal Ontario Museum, is as
volume of his book on the Jerusalem
The first
active as ever.
excavations is awaiting publication ... he has written an article
on scarabs for a British Festschrift, and received a grant for
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another volume on the excavations ... he is on the Hamilton/Scourge
Foundation which is responsible for the raising of the two War of
1812 vessels off Port Weller (reported recently in the National
Geographic) ...

is Vice Chairman of the

'Lands of the Bible

Archaeology Foundation', which has custody of a multi-million-dollar
collection of ancient Near Eastern art ... and recently was appointed
Honorary Curator of the Marine Museum of the Toronto Historical
Board, of which he is a former chairman.
. Harry Ferguson was in New York a short time ago, stayed at the
Salmagundi Club, and ended up as a guest speaker: First, about the
Club: it was founded in 1871 ... is located at Forty Seven Fifth
Avenue ... serves lunches and dinner provided by an outside caterer
... and has one single and one double guest rooms at $30.00 a night'.
It has a life class, a sketch group and a letters group. It didn't
take Salmagundi executives long to learn that one of Harry's great
interests is Sir Walter Scott (he's president of the Sir Walter
Scott Society at the University of Toronto) and, of course, Scottish
history. So, on the evening of April 20, when talented young
artists were showing slides of their work, Harry was asked to speak,
and speak he did, about the 1745 uprising of the highlanders. Harry
was delighted to learn that Sir Walter Scott had been a member of
Salmagundi, along with American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

4)D

. A segment of the CBC 6 p.m. news on Saturday, May 7, was a salute
to the Banff School of Fine Arts, formed 50 years ago on the
suggestion of the late Ned Corbett, a Club member then director of
the University of Alberta's Extension Department. It was organized
within four months and has since earned a world class reputation for
the excellence of its instruction. Head of the School is Paul
Fleck, who was heard to say: "Well, the most exciting thing right
now is the Leighton Artists Colony which we are in the process of
designing. This is going to be a group of eight studios in the
woods, which are the places of work for artists of a more advanced
level. A novelist will came to work on his novel, several cabins
will have grand pianos for composers, and others will be specially
equipped for visual artists. There's nothing like it in Canada at
the moment, and that's the most exciting thing."
. Member Eric Hardy was recently appointed as an alumni
representative to the Governing Council of the University of Toronto
for a three-year term. The Council was established some ten years
ago to replace the Board of Governors and the Senate, and is
responsible for both the management and the teaching of the
university. It has representatives of the provincial government,
alumni, students and faculty.
. Non-resident member Christopher Chapman was the subject of a
full-page feature article in the Toronto Star on May 31. It told
film, The seasons, which was named Canadian Film
of Chapman's first
of the Year and won four other.national and international awards,

I
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about his life on a farm near Sunderland, and his rejection of offers
from Hollywood and New York in favour of Canada and short films on a
variety of subjects. The current one is a 20-minute 3-D film for the
new Sudbury Science Centre. Not mentioned in the article was the
fact that Christopher is President of the Royal Canadian Academy of
the Arts, or that his second wife Glen (the first Mrs. Chapman died
in 1971) is the daughter of the late Gerhard Kennedy, a Club member.

0

Another article on a Club member appeared in The Globe and Mail's
April 16 issue, and it featured Sid Johnson (Sid Lorraine
professionally) in a story about magic. It all began, the newspaper
reported, when 11-year old Sid went to the CNE and paid ten cents
for a book about magic. His first show was at an Orange Hall in West
Toronto ... he was the first president of Toronto's Hat and Rabbit
in 1976 he
Club (although he never uses live animals in his act) ...
was chosen lecturer of the year by the Academy of Magical Arts in
Hollywood. Sid related how one of his fans once said "There's
nothing I like better than watching a good magician. I don't want
to know how it is done. I want to be fooled. And that is the central
The value of magic is its
part of magic; you never explain anything.
mystery." And no-one knows that better than Sid's audiences at the
A & L.

COMMENTS BY CURATOR
OF CLUB COLLECTIONS

Those who have enjoyed the showing of Leonard Brooks' work at the Club
recently and/or at Roberts Gallery will be pleased to know that the
Art Committee 1982/1983, under Franklin Arbuckle, has purchased a fine
acrylic collage 'Black Vase' by Leonard from the Roberts Gallery show.
This painting will be hung throughout the summer with other works from
the Club Collections.

LIBRARY NOTES

Village Humor, by I.B. 'Dick' Lucas, is enjoying brisk sales.
Following the announcement of its publication in April, all 20 Club
copies were snapped up. The Club's own copy is now on display in the
Library. Of particular interest are the anecdotes of Club members.
All copies were donated by Dick, the proceeds earmarked for the
assessment fund.
150 Years of Art in Manitoba is the catalogue produced for an art
exhibition to celebrate Manitoba's centennial as a province in 1970.
In addition to a description of the works on display, the book
who worked in
features a brief biography of virtually every artist
the province.
Friendly Acres, by Peter McArthur, is a 1927 collection of this
former Club member's pastoral columns in The Toronto Globe and
The Farmer's Advocate. Their earthy wisdom still makes for
enjoyable reading. The illustrations and decorations are by Franz
Johnston. These two books were donated by The Library Committee.

*
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The Library enjoyed an excellent year in terms of donations of books,
catalogues and magazines. Members' interest in the New Books Shelf
continues strong. To do our part in financial restraint,
subscriptions of several publications have been allowed to lapse.
Nevertheless, if you do not see your favourite magazine, let us know.
Donations of books have been acknowledged in The Newsletter. If any
donor has been overlooked, please accept this expression of thanks.
Have a bookish summer.

THE ARCHIVES

Those who have attended the Club within the past month will, one
hopes, have perused the archival display on the walls of the lounge.
The material is drawn from our 75-year history and is supplemented
The time range of items
by theme items in the two display cabinets.
extends from a 1908 invitation to the founding dinner, with (perhaps
prophetically) an error in the date, to the programme of the 1983
Spring Revue.
For those who have not seen the display a brief explanation of what
The cabinet on the east side
it contains may be of interest.
contains early publications of the Club ranging from a strange
booklet produced by Bridle in the Spring of 1908, followed by the
first issue of The Lamps, dated January 1908, to the most
comprehensive issue of The Lamps, dated December 1919.
The cabinet on the west side contains various types of early Club
record books. The earliest and most difficult to interpret is a
little notebook which was kept in the back pocket of Gus Bridle's
trousers; other records cover Membership, House Committee, credits
and debits re activities, and the Treasurer's detailed accounts.
Among items of interest are to be found information relating to the
election of A.J. Casson, as well as the fact that in 1914 the Club
paid $1,000.00 for our grand piano.

PAST PRESIDENT
HEALEY WILLAN

There is so much to write about this delightful man of music that we
hope to be forgiven for confining our short piece to his early
He joined in February, 1917; in March,
association with the Club.
and violin was introduced by 'The
viola
1919, a Sonata for piano,
the piano and Boris and Jan
at
Willan Trio' with the composer
Hambourg on the stringed instruments.
In December, 1920, when the musicians were giving concerts to help
underwrite renovation costs in connection with the move to 14 Elm,
the second item on the first 'Firelight Chamber Musicale' programme
was Willan's 'Sonata for Violin and Pianoforte', in which Frank
Blatchford joined with the composer. In March, 1921, Willan not
only directed the Club choir, but also joined with Blatchford in
Later that year Willan
playing his (Willan's) 'Sonata in E Major'.
'God Rest You Merry,
sing
to
choir
Club
arranged the music for the
Mummer's Carol'.
'The
of
arrangement
Gentlemen' as well as a choral
Willan became President in October 1922. For this occasion he was
persuaded to set the Club's Constitution to music; at every
subsequent annual meeting the choir has sung this rousing number
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with gusto. In December of that year he provided the music for 'The
Choral March' and an arrangement of 'The Boar's Head Carol'.

.,l
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This short bit omits the next 25 years of his musical contributions
to Club life; but we should recall that he supplied music or
arrangements for the Club's productions of such highlights as 'The
Chester Mysteries', 'The Order of Good Cheer' and 'Deirdre Of The
Sorrows'.
Healey was made an Honorary Life Member in March, 1958, and died in
February, 1968. His presidential portrait was done by J.E. Sampson.
CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop (Archives), Alan Collier, William Haehnel (Music),
Kenneth Jarvis, A.M. Kirkpatrick, Bill Osler, Ray Peringer (Library),
Harry Ross (Membership), John Snell (Art Collections), Don
Sutherland (Letters) and Les Tibbles. Editor: Howard Gerring.
Your contributions are welcomed. Deadline for the next issue is
Friday, August 5.
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CLUB
AFFILIATIONS
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For some weeks now there has been on our bulletin board a newsy letter
sent to members of the Chelsea Art Club. If you haven't read it
you've missed interesting references to: service in the dining room
being extended to 10:30 p.m. ... the establishment of tea in bed and
early morning calls for members living at the Club ... sandwiches at
the bar ... over-generous provision of drink to management and staff
the inexplicable disappearance of liquor stock (£10,000)
(.6,000) ...
... provision of central heating in the billiards room (the coal fires
will continue) ... and provision of weekend teas from May 7th'
Our Club does not have a formal affiliation with the Chelsea Art Club,
but members who have visited there while in England have received warm
welcomes. We do, however, have affiliations with four other clubs and
you might keep this in mind when travelling to New York (Salmagundi
Club), London (Savage Club), Scotland (Glasgow Arts Club) and Ireland
(Dublin Arts Club).
Our Secretary will provide you with a letter of introduction on
request, and inform the Club of your arrival.

ADDITIONAL
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Since the last Newsletter additional members have been added to
current committees: Activities: Peter Large and John McLean;
Communications: John Morrow, representing art; Finance: Peter
Large; and Membership: Bill Sherman, representing art.
Members of the newly-appointed Committee "to consider and make
recommendations to the Executive respecting conduct and discipline
of members" are: Ken Jarvis, chairman, John Morrow, Ted Brock and
John Lytle.

COMING EVENTS
AT THE CLUB
1983/84

*

Mon. Sept. 5
Wed. Sept. 7
Mon. Sept.12
Wed. Sept.14
Mon. Sept.19
Tue. Sept.20

Labour Day - Club Closed

Evening Musicale
Ladies' Luncheons commence In the Great Hall: Historic Paintings
Ladies' Night - 75th Anniversary Art Show
Literary Luncheon (75th Anniversary) *
Architecture Luncheon (75th Anniversary)

* Ladies' Luncheon cancelled on this date
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Wed.
Thu.
Fri.
Wed.
Thu.
Wed.
Wed.
Thu.
Mon.
Wed.
- Fri.

Fri.
Wed.
Wed.
Mon.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.

Sept.21
Sept.22
Sept.23
Sept. 28
Sept. 29
Oct. 5
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct.17
Oct. 19;
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Nov. 2
Nov. 9 •
Nov. 14
Nov. 16
Nov. 18
Dec. 7

Music Luncheon (75th Anniversary)
Painting and Sculpture Luncheon (75th Anniversary)
Stage Luncheon (75th Anniversary)
Commemorative Dinner (members only)
Commemorative Dinner (members only)
Minds on the Move Luncheon - Evening Musicale
Ladies' Night (75th Anniversary)
Ladies' Night (75th Anniversary)
In the Great Hall: Members' Small Paintings
Minds on the Move Luncheon
Members' Dinner - New Members' Night
Joint Dinner
St. George's Society
Evening Musicale
Ladies' Night - Victorian Songs
In the Great Hall: Architects' Historic Works
Minds on the Move Luncheon - Norman Elder
Members' Dinner - Jonathon Boulton-Heraldry
Minds on the Move Luncheon - Paul Fleck
-

Mon.
Wed.
Thu.
Mon.
Wed.
Thu.
Mon.
Wed.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Wed.
Mon.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Wed.
Wed.
Mon.
Wed.
Mon.
Wed.
Wed.
Wed.
Wed.
Mon.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
May
May
May
May
May
June
June

12
14
22
26
28
5
9
11
18
20
1
8
13
15
17
7
12
13
14
23
4
11
18
23/
28
2
7
9
16
23
6
11

Evening Musicale

In the Great Hall:

Christmas Decorations

Ladies' Night - Carol Singing

Christmas Luncheon
Boxing Day - Club Closed

Boar's Head Dinner
Ladies' Night -

Twelfth Night

In the Great Hall: Members' Drawings
Evening Musicale
Minds on the Move Luncheon - Nicholas Goldschmidt
Members' Dinner - Burns Supper
Evening Musicale
Ladies' Night
In the Great Hall: Tom McNeely's illustrations
Minds on the Move Luncheon
Members' Dinner
Minds on the Move Luncheon - Evening Musicale
In the Great Hall: Gordon Peters' show
Spring Show rehearsals commence
Ladies' Night - Musical Program
Members' Dinner
Evening Musicale
Ladies' Night
Minds on the Move - Jack Wildridge
Spring Show
Evening Musicale
In the Great Hall: Members' Photographic Prints
Ladies' Night
Minds on the Move Luncheon
Annual Meeting and Members' Dinner
Evening Musicale
In the Great Hall: Club's Permanent Collection
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f.B.

BROWN

Member Francis Bruce Brown, an architect of international repute, died
in Sunnybrook Medical Centre recently following a brief illness. He
was 84.
Bruce, a graduate of the University of Toronto Schools, served in
Siberia with the 85th Battery of the Canadian Expeditionary Force
during the final year of World War I. Following the war, he was an
Honour Graduate of the University of Toronto in 1923 with the degree
of Bachelor of Architecture, and recipient of the Architectural Guild
Medal.
That year he was awarded an Ontario Government French Travelling
Scholarship, and studied at the Fontainbleau School of Fine Arts in
France during the academic year 1923-24. It was there that he became
interested in painting in watercolours. Later he received a Research
Fellowship from the University of Toronto, his Master of Architecture
from the University of Toronto and a Doctor of Laws, honoris causa,
from McMaster University.
Bruce's architectural specialty was churches, and during his long
career he was responsible for the design of more than 100 churches
throughout Canada. His professional career began in 1927 when he
joined his father, J. Francis Brown, in completing the construction
of Park Road Baptist Church.
He went on to become architect for such Metro churches as KingswayLambton United Church, Central United Church, Leaside United Church,
and St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Cobourg.
In the late 1940s, he joined forces with E.F. Ross Brisley to form
the architectural firm Bruce Brown & Brisley, and was chief
architect for numerous churches built throughout Canada, including
First Baptist Church in Halifax, First United Church in Campbellton,
N.B., First Baptist Church in Lethbridge, All Saint's Church, St.
Timothy's Anglican Church, Calvary Baptist Church, Kingsway Baptist
Church, and Islington United Church in Metro. As well, Bruce was
architect responsible for McMaster's Divinity College and Chapel.
He also designed and supervised
campuses, including the chapel,
conservatory of music for Mount
N.B., and the music building at

construction on other university
fine arts building, library and
Allison University in Sackville,
Acadia University in Wolfville, N.S.

He was active in both the Ontario Association of Architects and the
Royal Architectural Institute. His interests with the R.A.I.C. were
He was also a
particularly notable in the affairs of the Journal.
member of the R.A.I.C. Council, the Honorary Treasurer of the
Institute, a Fellow of the R.A.I.C., Registrar of the College of
Fellows, a Past President of the R.A.I.C., an associate of the Royal
Institute of British Architects, an honorary fellow of the American
Institute of Architects, and an honorary member of the Ontario
Association of Architects.
For a number of years he was an enthusiastic amateur painter, going
on numerous sketching trips with Club artists, particularly Alf
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Casson, whom he introduced to the Cloche Mountain area of Manitoulin
Island. Their last sketching trip was a year ago to Jackknife Bay
near Nobel.

.

II

The Cassons and the Browns also spent two and a half months in England
some years ago and, in the words of Cass, "he couldn't pass up an
antique shop or a cathedral."
He was, in the words of another Club member, "a fine gentleman whom
we'll miss."

ARTISTS AT WORK

. The Annual Exhibition of Members' Small Paintings will be juried
and hung on Saturday, October 15th. This year's jury is: D. Mackay
Houstoun, Gerald Sevier, and Murray Stewart with Ray Cattell as
alternate. Each member may submit two works of which the outside
dimensions of the frame must be no larger than 76.2 cm (30 ins.).
All submissions must be framed and wired for hanging and delivered
to the Club between Tuesday, October llth and 10:00 a.m. Saturday,
October 15th. Triplicate entry forms must be picked up from Tanya
Lichtenberk in the office, on delivery. One copy will be taped to
the back of the painting and two copies will remain in the office.
. During the coming year, the Art Committee intends to have a
rotating exhibition from the Club's collections hung in the lounge,
except under certain circumstances--for example, when the Archivist
needs to use the walls, or during the annual Small Paintings
Exhibition.

*

. Here's further news about the raffle for A.J. Casson's 'The
Country Store' (a painting which the artist donated to the Royal
Canadian Academy for fund-raising purposes): it was won by a
resident of British Columbia, and the RCA is now $20,000 richer.
The-successful campaign was promoted by our member Chris Yaneff.
Casson, by the way, was president of the Academy from 1948 to
1952, and he gets the nod here at the Club for the longest
uninterrupted membership--63 years since early in 1920. Chuck
Matthews joined a few months later.

ODDS AND ENDS

. Non-resident member Roy G. Cole (Rosseau and Hamilton) was
honoured recently when inducted into the Ontario Provincial
Trapshooting Hall of Fame, as the second living individual to be
so recognized.
. This year's recipients of the Arts and Letters Club Scholarships
at the Royal Conservatory of Music are Brown Gow, studying singing,
and Gary Rideout, studying singing with Mrs. J. MacPhail. These
two scholarships were established in the Club's name by the late
Dick Blue.
. Interest is growing in Toronto's Sesquicentennial in 1984, and
two members who are active in planning the celebration are John
Scott and Sandy Stewart. Two and a half years ago, John, a former
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Chairman of the Toronto Historical Board, was named as its representative on what has now become the Board of the Toronto
Sesquicentennial Corporation. In addition to being one of 14 Board
members, John is also chairman of the Visual Arts Section, and
currently is involved in planning for a major sesqui memorial
sculpture.
Sandy is chairman of the Performing Arts Committee and is concerned
with making the sesqui a festive occasion. He became involved when
John asked him for celebration ideas; when he provided some notes
He has been at it now
he was promptly asked to chair the Committee.
for two years and says "fantastic events are planned."
. While delivery of Blair Laing's book Memoirs of an Art Dealer
Vol. II had been expected in 1982, an unfortunate error occurred in
the 'tipping in' of the colour illustrations, resulting in a long
delay. Currently, the publishers expect to make delivery before the
end of September, and those members who have books on order will be
advised as to when pick-up may be made at the Club. As the supply is
very limited, no new orders can be accepted. Sorry.
. While most of us try to take things easier during the summer, Tony
van Bridge is busy taping 12 new episodes of the CBC television series
'Judge', which received critical acclaim last season. The new halfhour series will begin showing some time in January. And when that
happens, Tony will be in Bermuda presenting his one-man GKC (the wit
and wisdom of G.K. Chesterson) at the Bermuda Festival, an annual
event featuring plays, musical groups and, of course, Tony.
. When the Club re-opens on August 15th you'll notice a change in
the bar area; the positions of the round table and the scrapbook
stand have been transposed. No big deal, but it will improve the
traffic flow to and from the lounge. For evening affairs, the double
doors leading in to the bar area will be opened to further reduce
congestion. Moreover, the House Committee has had the President's
chair re-upholstered (gold brocade, no less) and fixed the cushions
of the 'loveseat' downstairs.

PAST PRESIDENT
C.W. JEFFERYS

Jefferys was born in Kent, England, in 1869. In 1881 he arrived in
Toronto and later began work as an apprentice at Toronto Lithographic
Co. In 1888 he and Fred Challener and Fred Brigden became members of
the Toronto Art Students' League. The following year he joined the
Globe, the first of many newspapers and magazines, both Canadian and
i American, for which he was to do illustrations over the next 60 years.
He became art supervisor at Grip Ltd.--and was elected a member of
the Ontario Society of Artists--in 1902; the following year he was
elected president of the Graphic Arts Club.
A great many sketching trips took Jefferys across Canada, which
further developed his intense interest in illustrating Canadian
history. In 1910 he was elected an A.R.C.A., became a part-time
instructor at the U. of T. Department of Architecture as well as
at the Ontario College of Art. He served as President of the OSA,
the Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour, and the Ontario
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Historical Society. He illustrated a number of books on Canadian
history; this came to its peak with the publication of his threevolume work entitled 'The Picture Gallery of Canadian History'.

I

Jefferys was a Charter member of the Club and for the first year
served as its Secretary. He served as President during the year
1923-24, when his striking presidential portrait was done by Jack
McLaren.

THE ARCHIVES

Alert members will have noted that the colour of the panels used
for the current, and second, 75th anniversary archival display in
the lounge has changed--for the better. Our thanks to Roly Pincoe.
This new display consists mainly of activities programs in the areas
Workers involved in the mounting
of musical and stage productions.
and photographing of these two displays include Bob Hume, Os Zimmas,
Bill Sherman, Roly Pincoe, Ray Peringer, Ron Vickers and John Scott.
The present contents of the two display cases are of special interest
because they contain three unique books produced by the Club; two are
presentation copies given to early members. One, dated 1912,
contains examples of the work of many artist members; another, dated
1927, contains amusing illustrations and text by J.E.H. MacDonald.
One of the stories about our upcoming 75th Anniversary Souvenir
Booklet is relevant to this column; it relates to the work done by
a small group of dedicated workers who removed all 17 heraldic
devices from the walls in order that Ron Vickers could photograph
them. The wiley archivist saw this as an ideal time to effect an
overall change in the order of hanging and pressed his case. The
work gang were obliging, little realizing that it would take them
until after midnight to complete the rearrangement. As a result,
the East wall 'contains' the eight past presidents before the move
to 14 Elm, while the West wall 'contains' eight of the Executive
Committee who signed the lease with the St. George's Society. The
device for Boris Hambourg fits neither category and its presence
is unexplained.
Finally, our sincere thanks to those who have donated archival
material, particularly to Ron Vickers for photographs of the Spring
Revue, to Dick Mastin for photographs of miscellaneous events, and
to John Scott for photographing all archival displays.

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop (Archives), Alan Collier, A.J. Casson, C.A.G.
Matthews, Loren Oxley and Michael Spence. Editor: Howard
Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed. Deadline for the
next issue: Friday, October 7.
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October, 1983

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

A Club is what its members make it and make of it. It exists for them;
it is sustained by them. A Club is created by people who have something in common. That communal purpose keeps a Club together. It is
also the instrument for extracting fees from members, so that they may
enjoy a collegiality as they fulfil their purpose.
As a Club
has to do
initially
take that

matures, two important aspects of membership emerge. One
with the influence of traditions and of change upon that
shared purpose. The other has to do with money--and I'll
one first.

We have established a Club style that requires full membership--450
residents. Currently we are more than one hundred under strength.
This represents a loss of income of about $30,000.00 annually. Since
membership fees are our principal source of revenue, we must
immediately correct this shortfall.
Further, because we are doing our best to get a long-term lease from
the St. George's Society of Toronto, and have to expect an increase
in rent, the guarantee of income from membership fees is imperative.
This leads to the next point. As we seek new members, we must sustain
the purpose of the Club, which is "to advance arts and letters". New
members must either be capable practitioners or keenly interested in
arts and letters. We are not a business club, nor a service club, nor
a sports club--there are many of those around. We are concerned for
arts and letters. The membership must continue to absorb and reflect
that interest.
This would not, however, prevent us contemplating new categories of
membership. My own hope is that we might introduce attractive membership for young people who are committed to arts and letters. I also
hope that we might encourage performers and others who are frequently
out of town, but who do not qualify for non-resident status, by a new,
imaginative category.
More controversial is whether the current definition of 'professional
member' is currently adequate. (We all know that it has not been
consistently observed and applied.) Other interpretations--especially
at a time when arts and letters are encouraged among a much wider
community than has been the case during the last 50 years--may be
be attractive.
Further, the substance of arts and letters has already
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been affected by the force of the media (which we recognize to some
extent) and is now being reshaped by new electronic technologies
(which we are slow to accept).
The Membership Committee was asked to review these matters. Their
recommendations have now led to the calling of a Special General
Meeting on November 18 at 5:30 p.m. (before the regular Members'
Dinner that evening).
Meanwhile, we have to seek 'clubbable' people against our current
constitution. That activity is critical. Consequently, at the
August 26th meeting of the Executive Committee, it was agreed that,
under the leadership of Jay Manning, and with the full support of
the Executive, the Club would bring its membership up to strength.
The precise ways by which this will be accomplished are being
developed. Jay will appreciate your ideas, and your practical
co-operation.
In the meantime, don't wait for more appeals! Introduce to the Club
those people whom you believe would enjoy us and contribute to us.
During the past year our Activities Committee has expanded the Club
Luncheons
calendar of events, which this year will be even richer.
have been livelier and better attended. The Club has a lot to offer
all people concerned for arts and letters. And the involvement of
new members will keep us refreshed.
What better way to celebrate our 75th anniversary than to put a
warranty on our perpetuation!

75th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

The celebrations related to our 75th anniversary are coming to an end,
but what celebrations they have been!
A stunning exhibition of historical paintings by deceased members of
the Club was featured on Ladies Night, September 14. And three of
the foursome who assembled the paintings--Franklin Arbuckle, A.J.
Casson, Alan Collier and Jack Wildridge--regaled members and guests
with lighthearted anecdotes about the artists whose works were on view.
Alan Collier reminisced about Herbert Palmer and Arthur Lismer. Then,
pointing to a portrait by Curtis Williamson, he said that the artist
had once slashed a similar fine painting he was completing when a
famed, eccentric, wealthy sitter exclaimed: "You don't really expect
me to pay you! You should be honoured to have the privilege of
painting my portrait!". J.E.H. MacDonald, on seeing a still life
with bottles and cocktail glasses by student Al Collier, suggested
that he sign his works 'Alcholier', and Al still does this on fun
paintings for Club festivities. Even L.A.C. Panton, who would send
a lawyer's letter to protest a critic's comments, would have been
delighted by the remarks about his work in the show.
A.J. Casson,fortunately, was never intimidated by ninth president
Robert Gagen, who growled: "I hate talking artists!". Gesturing
towards the typical seascape by that artist on the wall, Cass drew
attention also to the facetious Gagen coat-of-arms originally
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designed by J.E.H. MacDonald. He recalled that at luncheons artists
sat at one table and the 'knockers' sat at another. Lawren Harris
and other members of the Group of Seven used to make comments or dream
up projects to keep Hector Charlesworth and other 'hot mush' critics
exercised.
Casson emphasized that he had never had anybody make him work as hard
as did Franklin Carmichael, and he said that his painting on the wall
reminded him that they would both be out and painting at 6 a.m. for an
all-day session.
Franklin Arbuckle then provided a flow of anecdotes about J.W. Beatty,
whose painting on view was completed during a trip to Algonquin Park
where he introduced Tom Thomson to the land that was to inspire him so
much. Franklin gave Fred Brigden credit for being a kindly businesslike artist who probably trained more artists in his studio than any
other in his day. Bertram Brooker was one of the intellectuals of the
group shown, a painter, writer and creative director. Sir Wyly Grier
was one of the most fashionable portrait painters and a speaker in the
grand old style. Fred S. Haines gave Archie "the most wonderful
encouragement" when, as Principal of the Ontario College of Art, he
commented on a sketch: "You're going to be an artist, my boy'".
Robert Holmes was a sweet personality who, after referring to his
graduating class gathered in the A & L Great Hall as "his children;
his little wildflowers", was fatally stricken there. C.W. Jefferys
would become so immersed in serious conversation at the Club that his
cigarettes would burn down until they disappeared under his ample
moustache. A.Y. Jackson loved admirers and couldn't abide the
uninformed comments of obtuse critics of his day. Franz Johnston
energetically worked morning to night and enthusiastically showed his
paintings-in-progress to the postman and others who came by. George
Reid also contributed strongly to the Club, painting the Viking ship
over the proscenium arch in the Great Hall. Fred Varley couldn't
handle routine commercial work, unfortunately for his financial wellbeing but fortunately for his reputation as a painter.
The paintings were loaned by the Ontario College of Art, the Art
Gallery of Ontario, Roberts Gallery, Tom Thomson Gallery, Chris
Yaneff, Jennings Young, Mrs. Dorothy Hoover, Dr. and Mrs. Alex Fee,
Mrs. W. Stephenson, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sharpe, Blair Laing, C.A.C.
Matthews, Mrs. Ida Hubbard and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wildridge. Two
paintings are from the Club's collection.

ANNIVERSARY
LUNCHEONS

The first of five anniversary luncheons, on Monday, September 19, was
for 'Literature' and William Swinton, author of seven books, was the
speaker. He gave a warm and heartfelt address that 'cast a spell'
over the audience as he recalled his presidency in 1969-70, the
controversy about a Club tie, and the lack of progress in a written
history of the Club.
Although he is a member of several clubs, he never feels as at home
in any one of them as he does at the Arts and Letters Club.
He finds
within the Club a "kindness that is in short supply elsewhere".
Moreover, within the Club, to his knowledge, are 60 to 70 members who

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES a ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUE

have contributed significantly to the arts in Canada and have helped
to make the Club unique.
Charles Carter completed the Literature program by reading the obituary
of Fellow Member Number One, Augustus Bridle, which J.E. Middleton
wrote for the January 1956 issue of The Monthly Letter. In it,
Middleton recalled that both he and Gus had been choir masters, school
teachers and newspaper reporters, and especially he remembers the
occasion when Gus spoke to him about the need for an Arts and Letters
Club in Toronto.
Tuesday's luncheon was for'Architecture', and host Past President
Norman McMurrich reminded the members that architecture has been known
as the mother of the arts, and the second oldest profession. He
recalled that an architect (W.A. Layton) was our first president, that
our move to Elm Street was sparked by Henry Sproatt, and that four
other architects (Harry Cleveland, Alfred Chapman, Walter Moorehouse,
and himself) were presidents.
Norman introduced architect and speaker 'Tony' Adamson, as
particularly interested in restoration, and the author of several books
on the subject. This interest led him into Town Planning.
As expected, Tony's remarks were brief and amusing. He spoke with
tongue in cheek about "Great architects I have known", pointing out
that some became great by hiring American architects to design
buildings for them. He observed that great architects were too busy
to come to lunch at the Club, and that they could not stand being
criticized.
In view of the resurgence of music in the Club during the past year,
it is, perhaps, not surprising that the music luncheon of Wednesday,
September 21, drew a large attendance.
Elmer Phillips opened the proceedings with a highly entertaining talk
on the Club's musical history, a reminiscence liberally sprinkled with
amusing anecdotes.
Guest speaker of the day was internationally acclaimed opera singer
Don Garrard. Mr. Garrard rewarded all present with a fascinating
account of his career and personal experiences on the Canadian and
European musical scenes.
The luncheon was brought to its conclusion by Mike Spence who, with
his usual eloquence, conveyed to the two speakers the feelings of
enjoyment and appreciation of all in attendance.
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The subject of the Thursday luncheon was 'Painting', and Archie
Arbuckle, as a recent Past Chairman of the Art Committee, gave a
brief history of the dedicated involvement of the visual artists
in the establishment of the professional stature of the Club in
its early decades. He also paid tribute to York Wilson for
insisting on juried shows in recent years, a professional approach
that keeps every artist on his toes.
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He then read an inspiring statement from Jack Secord, recognizing the
impressive talents of Robin Cumine whose creative contributions to the
Club included the launching of the indoor and outdoor sketching
groups. Next, Lou Hartley gave credit to Jack Secord and Walter
Coucill for their initiation of commissions from art sales, to augment
our collection.
Al Collier reported that there have been nine artist A & L presidents.
He recalled the 'Ducoboors' who, back in 1952 at the suggestion of
York Wilson and inspired by abstract expressionists, dripped Duco
automobile paint over an 'endless' roll of brown wrapping paper. One
of the artists was stapled in between the paper and the wall in the
Great Hall but was released well before the room was used for a sudden
and unexpected funeral that was conducted amid the brilliant
decorations for a Club review.
Dr. Reg Haist commented that the art committee had really affected his
life and given him added interests when he was retiring from
professorial life. Some of the leading artists helped him form a
committee that met at his home and he named and thanked them for their
friendship.
Bill Sherman referred to the walls covered with works of prestigious
artists from the past and then launched into a witty comparison of
'commercial' and 'fine' artists.
Archie then quoted an informal survey of artists:

Only members of any

Insist on giving
They do most of the work ...
value are artists ...
and Artists are
Jolly while businessmen are glum ...
others credit ...

conceited and loud-mouthed.
The week of LAMPS Luncheons came to its end on Friday, September 23,
the day of the 'S'. Herbert Whittaker introduced Mavor Moore, whose
retirement from the position of Chairman of the Canada Council was
announced recently. Whittaker spoke of the days when he, Moore and
Nathen Cohen made up the coterie of theatre critics for the city of
Toronto.
Mavor spoke of member Roy Mitchell, a Canadian whose professionallife
was spent mainly in New York theatre, but who was the first
professional director of Hart House Theatre, which was at that time a
'Little Theatre' for the city rather than for the University; because
of the absence of local professional theatre producers it was able to
maintain extremely high standards on an amateur basis. The producers
at Hart House were Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Massey.

,

Roy Mitchell's crest is among those in the Great Hall. His book, a
truly important one titled 'Creative Theatre', published in 1929 and
re-issued in 1969, is still available from DBS Publications Inc. of
New York City.

EMBERS'
COMMEMORATIVE
DINNERS

Adorned in tabards, members wallowed in nostalgia at the two 75th
Anniversary Dinners held on September 28 and 29. A total of 14 life
members and 9 past presidents attended. President Parr introduced
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them individually and expressed pleasure in giving welcome to the men
who have helped to make the first 75 years of the Club a success.
Parr also provided the proper counterpoint by reminding us how
important the upcoming five years of the next 75 will be for our
future and the need of every member's active support.
- Life Members Reg Godden, Chuck Mathews and Hunter Bishop were unable
to be present because of poor health. It was reported that Chuck was
very angry at being restrained.
- no pianist was available the second night but members sang 'Here's
a health...' in rousing form.
- Chuck Mathews' film depicting excerpts of stage productions from the
early thirties was shown after dinner. Al Collier gave the commentary
on the first night and Bob Christie the second.
- the Commemorative Booklet was handed out to all who attended. Those
not present will receive their copies in the mail. It was beautifully
designed by Alf Casson and the president congratulated him and the
other Club members who participated in its production.
- in his closing remarks, Jim Parr pointed out how important recordkeeping was and, in addition, suggested that the stage should be put
to greater use, as in the past.
- Bill Sheldon toasted the Australian sailing victory and led in the
singing of Waltzing Matilda.
All agreed that the evenings were most enjoyable and a good way not
only to remember the past but also to start us off on the next 75
years.

75th COMMEMORATIVE
BROCHURE

If you have read the 75th Anniversary brochure you'll have noticed
that only one credit--to A.J. Casson--was given. This because of
his special contribution as designer. However, the Anniversary
Committee (Ken Jarvis, Chairman, Hunter Bishop, David Franco,
Campbell Hughes and Michael Spence) wishes to acknowledge the
contributions of the Anniversary Book Committee consisting of
Campbell Hughes, Chairman, Hugh Anson-Cartwright, Hunter Bishop,
Ian Montagnes and Don Sutherland.
Maurice Snelgrove provided the calligraphy for headings, and the
cover lettering. Alan Collier, Howard Gerring, Herbert Whittaker
and John Yocom contributed articles on traditions. Jim Parr was
author of the introductory poem, and Campbell Hughes was
responsible for editing and production.
lan Montagnes edited the descriptive copy for the armorial crests,
Roly Pincoe and Michael Spence prepared the crests for photographing
by Ron Vickers.
The carricature of Gus Bridle at the front of the brochure was done
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many years ago by Life Member Jack McLaren, while the sketch of our
fireplace is by Norman Laws and not by his equally-talented brother
Gordon.
Ken Jarvis provided the photograph of Healey Willan's manuscript for
the musical version of our Constitution, and Hunter Bishop provided
archival references. Printing and binding by Lyman Henderson.

NEW MEMBERS

Six new members have joined the club in recent weeks:
Arto Yuzbasiyan, professional member, an artist specializing in
Toronto scenes and landscapes. He graduated from the Art College in
Istanbul, Turkey, and has had several one-man shows. He is the owner
of the Setadel Fine Arts Gallery. Telephone: bus.368-0585,
home 266-8995.
Gerald Kileeg, member, is a professional engineer and a Director of
Security with Ontario Hydro. He holds a B.Sc. degree from the
University of Toronto, and has almost completed studies for a
Certificate in Criminology. He is a semi-professional choral singer,
and interested in choral and orchestral music. Telephone:
bus.592-2675, home 293-4593.
David Blackwood, a non-resident member living in Port Hope. An
artist, painter and printmaker, he is an avid collector of Canadian
arts and crafts, and interested in music, literature, film and
theatre. He has been artist in residence at Memorial University
and Erindale College. Telephone: bus.885-9523, home 885-4097.
David Leighton, non-resident member, will be known to some members as
a former professor at the University of Western Ontario Business
School, and more recently the head of the Banff School of Fine Arts,
where Paul Fleck, the current President, is excited about development
of the Leighton Artists Colony. Telephone: bus.598-2600, home
403-243-4600.
John Michell, member, a retired industrial research
college-level science teacher, who is interested in
and antiquarian horology photography. Currently he
the Toronto Guild for Colour Photography, in charge
Telephone: home 767-3356.

manager and former
painting, writing
is a director of
of workshops.

Kenneth Smith, member, was a member of the now defunct Montreal Arts
Club, and currently is National President of the Canadian Paint and
Coatings Association. He is a collector of Canadian visual arts,
particularly Innuit sculpture and native graphics. Telephone:
bus.362-5621, home 489-6429.

ALL ABOUT
HERALDRY

I

The speaker at the members' dinner on November 18 will be non-resident
member D'Arcy Jonathon Dacre Boulton, a professor at Harvard University
and son of member Dacre (as in Baker) Boulton. He will be speaking
about heraldry, a subject he became interested in when 12 years of age
when member Tony Adamson gave him a book on the subject. He has
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pursued it ever since, writing his D.Phil thesis at Oxford University
on 'princely orders of knighthood in western Europe', and a second
D.Phil thesis at the University of Pennsylvania on 'the titles of
nobility in France'.
In 1981 he was elected to membership on the Committee on Heraldry of
the New England Genealogy Society, the principal organization for
registration and validation of arms in the United States. He was one
of the artists invited to illustrate the Roll of Arms of Canada, and
now maintains a small business designing coats of arms for colleges,
universities and churches.
Currently he teaches French and history at Harvard, and is the
candidate for election to L'Acadami Internationale Heraldic, Paris.
SPECIAL GENERAL
MEETING

Within days members will be receiving official notice of a Special
General Meeting to be held at 5:30 p.m., before the scheduled Members'
Dinner on November 18. The purpose is to consider two new membership
categories: the first is a Junior Membership open to individuals
under 30, which would include (a) students with school or college
membership cards in courses related to LAMPS; the fee would be 20 per
cent of the regular fee; and (b) people employed in work related to
LAMPS. Their fee would be one-third of full members' fees. There
would be no voting rights in this membership category.
The second
work takes
They would
the annual
Committee,
that would

IT MUST BE
PLAQUE TIME AGAIN

category would comprise members who are resident but whose
them out of the city for a major portion of the year.
submit an application in writing along with 50 per cent of
fee. The Executive, acting on the advice of the Membership
would decide the amount of the balance of the annual fee
be paid, based on the merits of the individual application.

0

Plaques have been going up all around the city these days. Architect
Member Thomas Howarth, board member of the Toronto Historical Society,
helped unveil a plaque at the Heliconian Club to recognize it as the
oldest building in the area, presumably erected as "a mission to the
waifs of Yorkville".
Earlier this month the federal government unveiled a plaque to C.W.
Jefferys, a Past President of the Club, author and often acclaimed
as Canada's greatest historical artist. The memorial will stand near
the old School of Practical Science (near the present medical school)
where Jefferys taught from 1911 to 1939.
And on the same day (Oct.7) Member Michael Bliss, author of 'The
Discovery of Insulin', unveiled a Toronto Historical Board plaque
at 45 Nanton Avenue in Rosedale where Prof. John James Rickard
Macleod lived from 1919 to 1928. Macleod and Frederick Banting
were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize for the discovery of insulin,
an award they shared with their colleagues Charles Best and J.B.
Collip.

I

I
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ARTISTS AT WORK

Look forward to these three exhibitions:
- the works of John Joy at the McDowell Gallery, 2629 Yonge Street,
from November 10 to November 24 (Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.).
Paintings to be exhibited will be from trips to Italy,
China, Alaska, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Quebec and Ontario.
- the works
to November
the current
total of 40

of Jack Secord at the Eatons Gallery from November 16
30. Jack has exhibited at this gallery in the past, and
exhibition will be of ink drawings and watercolours, a
pieces. Jack and his wife are now holidaying in Bermuda.

- the works of Murray McCheyne Stewart at the Lourie Gallery (main
floor, east entrance, Royal York Hotel) from November 19 to November
28. His vibrantly-thick impasto oils, colourful acrylics and flowing
watercolours have graced the walls of the same gallery on previous
occasions.
. Gerry Sevier had an excellent exhibition at the Gustafason
Galleries in September. His lyrical, fluid treatment of landscapes
in translucent washes represented but one facet of his many talents.
Despite the handicap of poor health, York Wilson has been
particularly busy lately. Early in the summer an interesting solo
exhibition of his work was held in Montreal. Then on July 13 he and
wife Lela celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at the Guild of
All Arts when The York Wilson Room, resplendent with his paintings,
was dedicated by Spencer Clark with a special plaque. A reception
and dinner followed at which warm greetings were conveyed by Pauline
McGibbon, Cleeve Home, Hugh Walker, Herman Voaden, and others.
And a retrospective exhibition of York's work was held in Hamilton
at the Moore Gallery from September 22 until October 15. Work by
York now appears in over 60 public collections, and in numerous
private collections across three continents. Fourteen of his murals
exist in Toronto, Ottawa, Timmins, Thunder Bay and Montreal, and he
has had exhibitions in the United States, Spain, France, England,
Mexico, Switzerland, Italy, India and Canada.
Early in October, Audrey Matheson, wife of member Bill Matheson,
held an interesting exhibition of acrylics at Gallery 168 under the
title 'A world of fantasy'. She is represented in many private
collections in Canada, the U.S.A. and England, and has had a number
of exhibitions.
The outdoor sketch group enjoyed a hot summer day on August 6th
when about 35 people arrived at Dr. and Mrs. John Scott's lovely old
home just west of Bond Head. John has a very inviting swimming pool
which no one made use of that day, because Jack Secord and Bill
Haehnel had forgotten their bathing suits, and none of the rest
could swim except Bill Sherman, but he, too, had forgotten his.
On September 17 the same group invaded the Guild Inn grounds at
Scarborough Bluffs where there was mist and sunshine. Spencer Clark
invited the group to his handsome quarters to view his large

T
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collection of Canadian pictures gathered through the years. The
European sculpture and furniture were splendid. Short speeches were
made by Spencer Clark and Hugh Walker recognizing the contribution of
individuals who had contributed to the fine work associated with the
Guild of All Arts. After lunch in The York Wilson Room members saw a
movie 'Retrospect of The Guild of All Arts'.
. The painting group held a colour weekend in Muskoka September 30
to October 2. Nineteen people attended. The weather for the first
two days was superb--beautiful, bright, warm sunny days. Everyone
was out painting, photographing or soaking in the sun. The trees had
not reached their peak of colour, but more could be seen each day.
The first night there was an interesting slide show of clouds, houses
and miscellaneous items presented by Cy Roberts with his usual
humorous touch. This was followed by scenes taken on a recent trip
to Japan by Les Tibbles. In sequence with the actual scenes, Les
showed slides of watercolour paintings which he did at the time (in
the early morning when the rest of the tour were not yet up).
Saturday night Gordon Laws showed samples of his photographic art,
including some of his favourite subject--textures. Both slide
evenings were outstanding. On Saturday, one group of zealous artists
stayed painting so late that they didn't have dinner until after the
slide show was finished. A good and productive time was had by all.
. Non-resident member R.D. Morton held his third annual Art Exhibit
in August at Dikadel Farm, northeast of Orono. It is a father-daughter
endeavour with Dick having a number of oil landscapes to his credit,
his daughter Amy, an art teacher, has done some fine prints and
etchings, while neighbours specialize in watercolours and pen-and-ink
drawings of farm buildings and vistas. The whole display, which also
included stone and wood sculptures, pottery and weaving, is called the
Art Loft, and is located in the commodious barn behind the farmhouse.
Each year, with more artists and crafts people taking part, it has
grown both in attendance and interest.
Note to artist readers: If you are planning an exhibition of your
work, or expect to appear in a group show, please let the Newsletter
know at least eight weeks in advance so that an announcement can be
published beforehand.
LIBRARY NOTES

Both Sides of the Street, subtitled 'One man's life in business and
the arts in Canada', is the just-published autobiography of Life
Member Floyd Chalmers. It's the story of a man, not only on the spot
when great events occurred, but deeply involved in them. Of special
interest is Floyd's telling of the tribute night at the Club early
last year. The Club's copy was donated by the author.
From another Life Member, Robertson Davies, the library has received
inscribed copies of his latest works. The Rebel Angels is described
by reviewers as "a bizarre and provocative novel," and "a grotesque
and rolicking blend of fairy tale and erudition." High Spirits,
tales of ghosts and the supernatural, is a collection of the stories

. .
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the author used to

read to

Massey College's

annual Christmas

parties.

One of the perennial donors to the Club library has done it again.
Charlie Carter has donated a copy of From Front Street to Queen's Park,
yet another of the beautiful books by the late Life Member Eric Arthur.
It's
the story of Ontario's Parliament Buildings told in flowing prose,
excellent photographs and informative drawings. There is also a
chapter on the Ontario Government's art collection.
A reminder to any member who has not yet picked up his copy of Dick
Lucas' Village Humor, it's waiting for you. Ask the Steward or
librarian.

ODDS AND ENDS

. Artist member Norman Hathaway, a former student at the Ontario
College of Art after wartime service in the Canadian navy, has been
appointed president of the institution. He is the first graduate to
head the College. Until recently he operated his own packaging and
corporate design studio; his son Caryl, who has been associated with
his father, will now run the business. And if the OCA feels it is
being taken over by the Hathaways it's because wife Lois, also a
graduate of the College, will continue as a member of the faculty, as
will son George, who teaches a course there on computer graphics.
Remember the Musical Monarch, the 1983 operetta by McGrath and Parr?
After playing four nights at the Club it was presented to members of
the Timothy Eaton Memorial Church United Church Women. To show their
appreciation they recently presented the Club with a cheque for $200.00!
. Member Mavor Moore, chairman of the Canada Council since 1979 and a
Council member since 1974, recently resigned after having steered the
Council through some of the most turbulent times in its 26-year
history. According to press reports, Mavor is likely to move to
British Columbia where his wife, sopranist Alexandra Browning, has
joined the University of British Columbia as a music professor. Mavor
is a winner of three Peabody radio awards, a producer-director of the
Spring Thaw revue, and has devoted his life to the Canadian arts in
ways unparalleled. Writer, director, producer, drama critic, member
of the founding board of governors of the Stratford Festival, he won
praise as an unrelenting advocate for Canadian arts. He wrote the
book and the lyrics for the dramatic musical production Johnny
Belinda that is appearing at the O'Keefe Centre October 18-22.
. Donald Sutherland is now busy cataloguing the large ceramics
collection of the George Gardiner Museum, located near the ROM ...
J. Bryan Vaughan, who is chairman of the Toronto Club of the Ontario
Motor League, was chairman of the third annual Automotive Day
Luncheon at the Canadian National Exhibition this year ... Past
President Norman McMurrich was married to Gwen Dafoe on October 15
in a quiet family ceremony in the Trinity College Chapel ... Life
Member Bruce Matson, once a regular attender at lunch, had a leg
amputated recently at the Oakville Hospital ... J. Tuzo Wilson has
been appointed Chancellor of York University. He joined the faculty
of the University of Toronto in 1946, was principal of Erindale

-
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College from 1946-1974, and director-general of the Ontario Science
Centre since 1974 ...
the award-winning program 'Ideas' has moved
from the CBC Stereo network to CBC Radio, and on October 25 and 26
will devote its programs to Sir Ernest MacMillan ... Angela Fusco,
daughter of Frank Fusco, received critical praise for her role in
the CBC Radio drama about the love affair of H.G. Wells and Rebecca
West. Angela also played in the movie version of 'I married the
Klondike', and in 'Life with Father' at the Kawartha Theatre
Norah Irwin (wife of John Irwin) has donated three wigs for our stage
productions, Bill Townley has donated a tape deck, and A.M.
Kirkpatrick a pair of headphones. The Club thanks them all.

CONTRIBUTORS
TO THIS ISSUE

*I

Norman McMurrich, David Franco, John Morrow and Robert Christie
(Luncheon reports), John McLean (Anniversary dinners), Arthur Ament,
Alan Collier, Reginald Haist, Campbell Hughes, Peter Large, Raymond
Peringer (Library Notes), Harry Ross, Murray Stewart and H.G.
Walton-Ball. Editor: Howard Gerring. Your contributions are
welcomed. Deadline for the next issue: Friday, December 2.
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December,

SPECIAL GENERAL
MEETING -

NOV.18

1983

Approximately 60 members attended the special meeting called by the
President to deal with a revision of the Constitution to create a
new class of non-voting Member.
The President moved directly to business and invited Harry Ross,
Chairman of the Membership Committee, to present the Motion.
The two amendments, as finally approved, are:

*

1.

Add to Article 4, the words 'Junior Members' after the words
'Non-Resident Members' and add at the end of Article the words,
'and those who are as such from time to time.'

2.

Add a new Article 6A as follows:
6A 'A Junior Member is an individual who, throughout the period
in question, is under the age of 30 years and is, in the opinion
of the Committee either,
a) a student enrolled in a school, college or university or
similar educational institution, in full-time attendance in a
course or courses in which the major emphasis is on one or more
of the disciplines referred to in Article 3 of the Constitution
of the Club
or
b)

employed on a full-time basis in one of such disciplines.

'Junior Members shall have no vote at meetings of members, but if a
Junior Member wishes to advance to full membership before reaching
the age of 30, this may be done with the usual voting privileges of
full members.' Carried without dissent.
Questions raised by members at the meeting, and the answers given,
may interest those not able to attend:

1908

0

11983

After Haehnel and Gerring asked the meaning of "and those who are
such from time to time", it was pointed out by Walker that this
phrase simply makes it possible to appoint other Honorary Members
rather than closing the category as might be indicated by present
wording. Moved by Ross and seconded by Sword that Paragraph 1 be
adopted.

T
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(Member) Why is a Junior Membership to include only professionals?
(Walker) This is an arts club and the desire is to increase the
professional membership. Many professionals cannot afford the dues
in early years.

*

(White) asked for clarification of how age 30 was defined.
(President) Juniors should be less than 30 on date when membership
year begins.
(Member) Could existing professional under age 30 change to Junior
(Potts) It would be more equitable to
(Ross) Yes.
status?
Junior Members to graduate to full membership in a graduated scale
as in the Bar Association. (Ross) The desire for now is to keep
the administration as simple as possible.
There were several suggestions for amendment of Paragraph 2. The
eventual result, with new wording composed by Adamson, as above,
was moved by Ross and seconded by Anson-Cartwright. Carried.

CREDIT WHERE
CREDIT IS DUE

As our 75th anniversary winds down, now is a good time to say "thank
you" to the many members who helped us celebrate it with an exhibit
of historic painting by deceased members, an anniversary brochure,
archival displays, luncheons celebrating literature, architecture,
music, painting and sculpture, and stage, two commemorative dinners,
three Ladies' Nights, historic films, an exhibition of architectural
drawings, and a lighthearted play tracing the history of the Club in
waggish fashion:
Anthony Adamson
Chris Adeney
Hugh Anson-Cartwright
Franklin Arbuckle
Hunter Bishop
Charles Carter
A.J. Casson
Robert Christie
Alan Collier
Jim Dooley
David Franco
Frank Fusco
Howard Gerring
Reg Haist
Lou Hartley
Norman Hathaway
Lyman Henderson
MacKay Houstoun
Campbell Hughes
Bob Hume
Ken Jarvis

Paul Lamek
Norman Laws
John Lytle
Dick Mastin
Bill Matheson
C.A.G. Matthews
John McLean
Reg McLean
Norman McMurrich
Ian Montagnes
Mavor Moore
John Morris
John Morrow
Bill Osler
Jim Parr
Ray Peringer
Elmer Phillips
Roly Pincoe
David Priddle
Marcel Ray
John Scott

Jack Secord
David Shaw
Bill Sherman
Maurice Snelgrove
Arthur Steven
Rudi Stussi
Don Sutherland
Michael Spence
William Swinton
Ron Vickers
Reg Wallace
Wilf White
Herbert Whittaker
Jack Wildridge
Cal Wilson
John Yocom
Osvald Zimmas

and those whose names we
inadvertently overlooked

0
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OUR NEW CHEF

As many members have deduced from our changed menus, we have a new
chef in the kitchen. Who he?
David Wolfe is 39 years of age, was born in Toronto and attended the
Forest Hill Village school system. He graduated with an Honours B.A.
in European literature and philosophy from University College,
Toronto, in 1967, and an M.A. from U of T in 1968 for a thesis on
Wittgenstein's 'Tractatus' as an exemplar of literary and
philosophical modernity.
He was a Junior Fellow, Massey College, Toronto, 1968-71, but spent
the summers of those years studying cooking at the Ecole des Metiers
de 1'Alimentation in Paris. Later he was teacher and administrator
at Bennington College, Bennington, Vermont, 1971-80.
David then turned to his real love and studied and graduated in
kitchen management from George Brown College, 1981-82. Before
joining us, he was Chef Garde-Manger, Four Seasons Hotel, Toronto,
Chef Saucier (briefly), Telfer's Rest, and Chef, Camden Fashion
Group, Toronto.
When you have a moment after lunch or dinner, drop into the kitchen
and say "hello".

SCOMING
AT

EVENTS
THE CLUB

Tue.
Thu.
Wed.
Fri.
Tue.
Thu.
Tue.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Wed.
Thu.
Fri.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

20
22
28
30
3
5
10
18
27
1
8
9
17

-

Literary Luncheon

Christmas Luncheon
Boar's Head Dinner
New Year's Luncheon
Club reopens
Ladies' Night (12th Night)
Literary Luncheon
Minds on the Move (Nick Goldschmidt)
Members' Dinner (Burns Supper)
Evening Musicale
Alan Collier - slides of two historic sites
Alan Collier - slides of two historic sites
Members' Dinner - John Joy (China trip)

N.B. Literary Luncheons will be held every other Tuesday in the new
year, beginning with the January 10 gathering.
LITERARY
LUNCHEONS

The Letters Group is back in action, with encouraging turnouts. On
November 22 several excellent 'five-minute' profiles of current books
were delightfully augmented by lively discussion from participants.
Bill Swinton gave a timely reminder of the birth of George Elliot
(Maryann Evans) (November 22, 1819); Lovat Dickson gave both personal
reminiscences and amusing readings from Charles Ritchie's 'Storm
Warning', the latest instalment of his diaries; Harold Flammger
complemented Lovat with an excellent detailed analysis of the same
book; Bill Hovey chose the very amusing 'The Outside Chance of
Maximilian Glick' by Morley Turgov; Michael Spence (covering for
Campbell Hughes, who was in Ottawa advising the government on

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORON TO * THE ARTS & LE T ERS CLUB

publishing) spoke about Alice Munro, some of whose anthologies Mike
had helped to convert to a play; Kenneth Pratt regaled the group with
a report of readings of 'Eve' and 'The Ecstasy of Rita Joe' at Canada
House in London, England; and Charles Carter summarized Robertson
Davies' 'The Mirror of Nature', the W.J. Alexander lectures on 19th
Century drama. On December 6 Bill Swinton gave a sparkling address
outlining the varied career of John Leyden, a physician, poet and
linguist who was born in Scotland in 1775 and died in 1811. During
his short life he was a shepherd, magazine editor, a physician (head
of the Madras Hospital in India), a judge and a poet whose works have
been published in two books, 'Scenes from Infancy' and 'Poetical
Remains'.

ARCHITECTURAL
DRAWINGS

The architectural display which graced our walls in November and
December was unusual, educational and interesting. The individual
pieces were selected to show the imaginative ways in which drawing,
as a process, is used by architect members to simulate what the
end product will be, show scale, function or perspective from the
street, as opposed to the accurate plans that are needed for final
construction.
It also revealed the often-hidden talents of Hugh Westren (of Neish,
Owen, Roland and Roy), John Snell (Moriyama and Teshima), Ian
McGillivray, Norman McMurrich (McMurrich and Oxley), Geoffrey
Armstrong (Armstrong and Molesworth), Howard Walker, Stephen
Langmead, William Moffet (Moffet and Duncan), as well as of two
members now deceased, Walter Moorehouse, whose drawings are in a
collection assembled by Norman McMurrich, and Bruce Brown, through
the courtesy of his son, Doug.

MUSICALE EVENINGS

. The Club's Fall musical program commenced in splendid fashion on
October 5 with a song recital featuring Jean Edwards and our own
Elmer Phillips. Providing strong support at the recently overhauled
'Songs we all know and
Steinway was guest pianist Nancy Antonacci.
love' was the theme of the evening and the three artists delighted a
large audience with a varied program ranging from Schubert Lieder to
Gershwin's 'Porgy and Bess'. It was a particular pleasure welcoming
Jean Edwards back into our midst after too long an absence.
. November 2 saw the return of the Perla string quartet and guest
oboist Karen Rotenberg. It was the Perla quartet which inaugurated
the 'Wednesday Evening Musicale' series in October, 1982. Quartet
members Pearl Palmason, Denise Carr, Charles Adlard and Marcel Ray,
together with guest Karen Rotenberg, treated those in attendance to
an interesting and thoughtful program. The contrasting textures and
sonorities of Cimarosa, Beethoven and Britten displayed yet again
the Great Hall's superb accoustics. A constant delight throughout
was the sparkling artistry of Miss Rotenberg.

4
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4D MEMBERS'
PAINTING

SMALL

EXHIBITION

The most successful annual small painting exhibition probably in the
history of the Club, opened on October 17 to the acclaim of all
those who attended. Their enthusiasm was confirmed during the
following weeks as many paintings received the well-deserved accolade
of red stickers denoting sales. Jurors (who will jury all art shows
this year) were: D. MacKay Houstoun, Gerald Sevier and Murray
Stewart, with Raymond Cattell as an alternate.
Among those whose works graced the walls of the Great Hall were:
Christopher Adeney, Roy Austin, Jim Birnie, Ray Cattell, Tom
Chatfield, Alan Collier, Paul Gauthier, Reginald Haist, MacKay
Houstoun, John Joy, Peter Large, Brian McDowell, Jack McNie, Conrad
Mieschkie, Gordon Peters, John Secord, Oswald Schenk, Gerald Sevier,
Bill Sherman, Maurice Snelgrove, John Snell, Arthur Steven, Murray
Stewart, Rudolph Stussi, William Templeton, Les Tibbles and Osvald
Timmas.

l

ARTISTS AT WORK

Editor's note: Another review of the Members' Small Painting
Exhibition was critical:
"In some ways the Members' Small Painting
Exhibition was disappointing. As one member said, 'it was mostly
landscapes, horizontal in format and a few architectural touches
thrown in'.
Excellent craftsmanship abounded but the overall
impression was conservative, comfortable and dull (with a few outstanding exceptions). For a Club which in the past has given
leadership in the arts, there was little that was exciting,
stimulating or new in this show."
(Critic's name not available at
press time.)

Ray Cattell presented a selection of slides of his paintings at the
Fall opening dinner of The Toronto Heliconian Club on October 13.
He used two projectors with dissolving equipment that gracefully
blended the images and imparted an illusion of fluid motion. The
members of our sister Club and their guests thoroughly enjoyed this
visual treat that was enhanced by Ray's informed and witty address.
David Blackwood held an exhibition of prints and watercolour
paintings at the Gallery Quan that featured images of Newfoundland
characters and scenery. A display of proofs of progressive stages
in the development of an aquatint etching was one of the highlights
of the show.
Arto Yuzbasiyan, at the Kaspar Gallery, attracted a line-up of
collectors even before the doors opened. His exhibition of large
and small oil paintings of Toronto and other urban scenes depicted
atmosphere, mood and technical sophistication.
Geoffrey Armstrong held the attention of his opening-night audience
at Roberts Gallery with a display of abstract virtuosity and
vibrant colour. The exhibition was a dramatic, new facet to his
creative approach and a contrast to his previous cool, subtle,
almost monochromatic presentations of the Canadian arctic and other
landscapes.
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John Joy, at the McDowell Gallery, presented an enchanting visual
record of his travels in many lands. His watercolours combined
keen and spontaneous perception with skilled handling of this
volatile, fluid medium. Calligraphic ink drawings of Oriental
characters and glowing, small acrylics of Canadian scenes rounded
out the show.

*,

1

John Secord, at Eaton's Art Gallery, expressed his cheerful, outgoing spirit with watercolours, acrylics, oil glazes and ink
drawings of Bermuda and other tropical paradises. His drawings on
gessoed panels do not have to be coddled under glass with acid-free
mattes and can even be sponged with a moistened cloth. Still-life
and studies of cats supplemented his more exotic land and city
scapes.
Murray Stewart, at the Lourie Gallery, showed his remarkable versatility with oils and acrylics vigorously brushed in or slashed on
with palette-knife, contrasting with watercolours that are created
with understated precision and fluidity. Both approaches result in
images of the Canadian landscape that convey the spirit and powerful impact of the changing seasons.
Franklin Arbuckle had a successful solo showing at Galerie Walter
Klinkhoff in Montreal. Franklin lived in that city for many years
and has a strong following of admirers there. His spontaneous oils
depict scenes in Canada and other lands with masterful technique
and truly creative realism.
Frances-Anne Johnston, daughter of a Group of Seven member of the
Club, had an impressive exhibition at the Roberts Gallery that
slightly overlapped the timing of husband Franklin's show. Her
work reflects her enjoyment of painting and her interest in stilllife and interiors of homes as well as landscapes and village
scenes. Her technique,never contrived nor mannered, has a natural
charm that caused one knowledgeable viewer to compare her to Matisse
at his best; truly a compliment for Matisse!

FUTURE EXHIBITIONS

The annual exhibition of Members' Drawings will be juried and hung
on Saturday, January 7, beginning at 10 a.m. Each Club member may
submit four drawings which must be rendered in no more than two
colours. All submissions must be framed and wired for hanging and
delivered to the Club, on or before the hour of jurying; entry
forms in triplicate will be available.
The Art Committee has planned an exhibition of Photographic Prints
that will be juried and hung on May 5. More details will be forthcoming but it has been established that this will be a show of
prints only--not slides. Prints must have their shortest dimension
at least 8 inches, e.g. 8" x 10" or 8" x 8", etc.

COMMENTS BY
CURATOR OF
CLUB COLLECTIONS

Once again the Club is indebted to Chuck Matthews. We have received
'Creek in Winter'
a donation of three fine works for our collection:
by C.W. Jefferys, 'Summer Pastures' by Herbert S. Palmer, and 'The

I
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Mermaid' by F.S. Challener. This generous gift is a most welcome
addition to the collection. Another addition to the collection is
a purchase made from the Members' Painting Show. 'Winter Mist' by
Gerald Sevier is a fine moody work which we are pleased to add to
the collection.

LIBRARY NOTES

Large and colourful is the common denominator for two recent
acquisitions for the Club library: The City of Toronto's 150th
anniversary in 1984 will be celebrated in many ways: parades,
festivals and parties. However, the most enduring of these will
be the many books now appearing on the market. The flagship of
this flotilla of visual delight is Toronto in Art, 150 Years Through
Artists' Eyes, by historian Edith G. Firth. It's a superlative
blend of the city's pictoral and narrative history. Of the 170
works of art reproduced, more than 40 are by Club members, including
our famous Houses, Richmond Street by Lawren Harris. A signed copy
is currently on display in the library.
Frederick H. Varley by the artist's son, Peter Varley, vies to
become the definitive work on the life and art of a founding member
of the Group of Seven. This sumptuously illustrated book has a
preface by Jean Sutherland Boggs and a second one by Joyce Zemans.
The Club's copy is now on the new bookshelf.
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MEMOIRS OF AN ART
DEALER, VOL. 2

When author, art dealer and member Blair Laing learned that the
publishers had cut the Club's order of 'Memoirs of an Art Dealer,
Vol.2' by half, he very generously made a gift to the Club of 25
copies. These, together with a number we were able to obtain at
various bookstores, make it possible to fill all back orders from
members. The books have been autographed and are now available
for pick-up at the Club, by contacting Jay Manning. A review in
the Globe and Mail indicated that the book contains numerous
anecdotes and is entertaining reading. A refund will be made to
those who have prepaid but may not wish the book/s.

ALL ABOUT PEOPLE
(MEMBERS, OF
COURSE)

A play, Anton Chekhov's comedy 'The Cherry Orchard' at the
Alumnae Theatre from November 24 to December 10, was directed by
member Herbert Whittaker, and included two of our actor group-David Fry and Bill Sheldon.
Two backstage members, Roly Pincoe
and Michael Spence, helped build scenery.
Robert McMichael and his wife Signe were admitted to the degree
of Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa at the Forty-Seventh Convocation
of the University of Waterloo on October 21.
And when the International Bar Association (Section on Business)
met in Toronto for its bi-annual conference, John McKellar was one
of a group which organized the program and events.
Two members, Jim Parr and John Tuzo Wilson, have been given
citizenship awards by the Association of Professional Engineers of
Ontario for outstanding service to their profession and the
community in the areas of education and public service.
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. For the first time, prints of a painting by Sir Frederick Banting
were made available recently through the generosity of member
Jennings Young. Sold as unframed prints titled 'St. Tite Des Caps,
1937' for $100, the money went to the York Central Hospital
Foundation, Richmond Hill.
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. Charles Hilder, and his wife Rita, also a painter, are sojourning
in Greece until the new year.
. John Flood, of Penumbra Press, has just published Shadow Cat poems
and wood engravings by Sylvia Hahn, daughter of the late artist,
teacher and Club member Gustav Hahn.
An exciting recital with music ranging from Palestrina and Bach to
Howells and Britten was presented by member Ian Sadler and his
Gentlemen and Boys' Choir of Grace Church on-the-Hill on October 27.
Ian played two Bach pieces, 'My Soul be Joyful' and 'Prelude and
Fugue in D' while member Edward Moroney was organ accompanist for
other works featuring the choir, soloists and trumpets.
Walter Pitman, who is Executive Director of the Ontario Arts
Council, was a speaker at a 'Conference on the Arts and Government'
at Queen's Park in November.
. Life begins at 75 for Club member Jack Prior. He was recently
appointed to an executive position in the Personnel division of
Simpsons as Chairman, Simpsons Employees' Charitable and Service
Fund. He also continues to appear, with wife Gladys, in Simpsons
advertisements.
PAST PRESIDENT
A. MONRO GRIER

Monro Grier was Club president during the years 1924-26. Like his
brother, Sir Wyly Grier, he was a gifted and popular after-dinner
speaker. Bridle wrote of him that "His advent to the Club was an
address for over an hour, without notes, which he gave on 'The Art
of Talking'."
Grier was born in Australia and attended school there, in England,
and in Canada. In 1884 he was called to the Ontario Bar and, in
1902, was made a K.C. He was engaged as counsel for the C.P.R. in
arbitration between the Dominion Government and the railway. In
1901 he was appointed secretary and solicitor for the Canadian
Niagara Power Co. and became its president in 1919.
He took part as an actor in early plays at Hart House. He was a
life member of the Toronto Art Gallery and a member of the Canadian,
Empire and Rideau Clubs. His presidential portrait was drawn by
his brother Wyly.

THE ARCHIVES

Since this is the last issue of the calendar year, we think it
appropriate to recap some of the things Archives has been up to
during the fall season. It started when the Club opened in August
with the second historical display of the year on the walls of the
lounge ... Films were supplied for the Ladies' Night and the 75th

I

[THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS

OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUE

Anniversary dinners in September ... Then three books--produced by
the Club--were displayed in the archives cabinets along with photographs of the contents of the books.
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Brief notes were written on the history of the Club; some of these
formed the framework of the play given on November 23 and 24. The
display cases were used to augment the architects' exhibition of
drawings; the current exhibition features some scripts of entertainments which were used following Christmas dinners in the past.
Material used in former productions of the 'Order Of Good Cheer'
have been lent for use in the upcoming Christmas entertainment on
December 28.

On more than one occasion in the past, it has been remarked in this
column that our archives generate more interest and enquiries from
Ioutside the Club than from members. As a result of the ongoing
interest of some curators, art historians, librarians and
archivists, the opportunity was taken to supply each of them with
a copy of our anniversary book. We are optimistic enough to believe
that this will produce dividends for the Club archives. As for the
members, the interests of some have been quickened this fall to the
point that their enquiries seem to balance with those of the
outsiders. And this is a very satisfying state of affairs.
We have been inundated with photographs; thanks to all who have
contributed. Also special thanks to Ray Peringer for his help
during our enforced absence.

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE
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Hunter Bishop (archives), Charles Carter (literary group), Alan
Collier, David Franco (music), Campbell Hughes, Dick Mastin, C.A.G.
Matthews, Norman McMurrich, John Morrow (art, and line sketches),
Ray Peringer (librarian), John Snell (art curator).
Editor:
Howard Gerring. Your contributions are welcomed. Deadline for
the next issue: February 3, 1984.

