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Malcolm McGrath and Jim Parr did it again. They softened this
winter's severity with the warmth of yet another musical success.
Taking a classical theme and embellishing it with satirical
contemporary wit, relevance and happy melodies, les deux artistes
joyeux recruited director Robert Christie and an elite group of
principals and supporting craftsmen to bring to members and their
guests four nights of engaging music and performance.
Bill Osler's Pan piped and panted with two delicious nymphs: an
ambitious painter (Ruth Pincoe) and an aspiring poet (Joanne
Leatch) pursued by an pursuing three lively and assured Graces:
Talent (James Leatch), Commerce (Ted Brock) and Grants (Paul
Fleck).
Maurice Snelgrove's sets (constructed by Roly Pincoe),
along with Mike Spence's lighting, enhanced the high quality of
the individual performances. Wilf White joined Malcolm McGrath
in the musical accompaniment and Miriam Siess was choreographer.

4

Anyone who seeks the definitive critique of this jewel of the
musical season is referred to the last page of the official
souvenir programme which helped members' guests through the
evening with no fewer than eight pre-digested evaluations of the
chef d'oeuvre. The collector's item also identifies all the
arias as well as the list of all those who qualified to share the
fun of participation.

i

LIFE AT NIGHT

The Tuesday Evening Life Class, begun by Robin Cumine nine years
ago, is having another successful season, under the direction of
Executive Member Bill Sherman. The illustrations in this issue
of the Newsletter are examples of the work of a few members who
attended a recent session. What many of us may not realize is
that this group activity is a profit-making one, and approximately
$300.00 a year is turned over to the Club for the purchase of art
for the Permanent Collection.

THE ORDER OF CANADA

One of our artistic members took a fling at being a statistician
recently and came up with an interesting figure: 2.5 per cent of
the members of the Order of Canada are members of the Arts and
Letters Club! The Order currently has 1,175 members and 30 of
them belong to the Club, including two who were appointed at the
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end of 1980.
There are three classes in the order--Companion of
the Order of Canada (CC), Officer (OC), and Member (CM), and our
members are:
Anthony Adamson, O.C.
f Murray Adaskin, O.C.
Louis Applebaum, O.C.
Eric Arthur, C.C.
Claude Bissell, C.C.
Harry Boyle, O.C.
Alfred Casson, O.C.
Floyd Chalmers, O.C.
Charles Comfort, O.C.
Douglas Crashley, C.M.
Robertson Davies, C.C.
Lovat Dickson, O.C.
Barker Fairley, O.C.
Arthur Gelber, O.C.
Nicholas Goldschmidt, O.C.

FIRE AT 14 ELM ST.

Arthur Irwin, O.C.
Francis Leddy, O.C.
Hugh MacLennan, C.C.
Charles Matthews, C.M.
Frank McEachren, C.M.
Robert McMichael, C.M.
Edwin Mirvish, C.M.
Mavor Moore, O.C.
Malcolm Ross, O.C.
Murray Ross, O.C.
Hamilton Southam, O.C.
Ernest Sterndale-Bennett, C.M.
Brian Vaughan, C.M.
Herman Voaden, C.M.
Tuzo Wilson, C.C.

What could have been a very serious fire, except for prompt action
by Roly Pincoe and Gunter Schmedemann, occurred at the Club late
in January. Roly was working alone in the Club at the time when
he noticed smoke from the right front (left for audiences) of the
stage. He quickly ran and called for Gunter to alert the fire
department. By this time flames had appeared and he emptied a
fire extinguisher on the blaze. As the flames continued up the
curtain, he climbed a ladder and emptied two more extinguishers.
In the meantime, flames burned through the rope holding the
'teaser' which forms the top of the stage opening when the
curtains are open; it crashed down, narrowly missing Roly. Since
its 24-foot length completely blocked the stage, he pushed it
over in time to welcome firemen. Roly suffered from smoke inhalation and was under medical treatment for nine days. The President

of the Club has written to Roly expressing our thanks and
commending him for his prompt action. The fire was caused by an

overheated lamp, one of four being readied for the 'Pan' production.
NEW MEMBERS

We salute the following new members who have recently joined us,
and we look forward to their participation in the Club:
- Salvatore (Sal) Amenta, Director of Cultural Arts, Columbus
Centre. Many interests in the literary and visual arts; paints,
draws, writes, and plays the accordion.
- Alexander Blakeley.

Former Head of History Department, Parkdale

Collegiate Institute. Interested in painting, music and architecture. Substantial collection of Canadiana (books).
- John Francis Leddy. Honorary Professor of Classics and former
President, University of Windsor. Interested in the visual arts.
\
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- Edward Moroney.
Organist and choirmaster, Glenview Presbyterian
Church. Has special interest in orders, decorations
and medals.
Potential for music for spring revue.
- Hilton A. Tudhope.
Investment adviser, in which capacity he is
now assisting the Club.
Special hobby, photography.
THE GENTLE ART
OF INTRODUCTIONS
AT THE CLUB

"You know me.
I know you.
In fact we meet nearly every day at
lunch.
I know you so well that I can rattle off your hobbies, the
names of your children, your favourite stories.
I know your distaste for sugar, your desire to pass up butter BUT should I bring
a guest or new member to the Club I just cannot remember your
name.
Everything goes blank--and what is more embarrassing I forget
the
name of my friend.
"Relating this to some of my neighbours in the lounge a short
time
ago, I discovered to my secret delight that my disease (I call it
that) is all too common.
So I have fortified myself by inventing
sly tricks that will cover up my deficiencies.
The bold approach
is to stare the nearest member in the eye and say: 'Of course
you
two know each other' and then look away.
The onus has then been
deftly shouldered onto someone else.
"Another of my methods is to approach the table with my friend,
while continuously muttering his name and then introduce him as
Mr. Jones and ask members to make their own introductions."
We reprint this gem from an earlier issue of the Newsletter to
serve as a reminder that our new members will welcome help in
getting to know other members as quickly as possible.

SAM WEIR

Sam Weir is dead at the age of 82.
For nearly half his life he was
a member of the Arts and Letters Club.
He seldom tame to Elm
Street and though few knew him, many had heard his name.
Tales of
wealth and eccentricities, of profound knowledge of the arts, and
business acumen, clung about him like rising mist. He defied
the gravity of events and sailed above convention.

Shard

SHe

\

S/

,

,

r

Ss
S*

L

was born in London, Ontario, attended as a matriculant student
at Osgoode Hall, and was called to the Bar in 1920.
He practised
alone in London in a handsome set of chambers in an early stone
building which has been recorded in a fine etching by Hornyansky.
He had a prodigious memory and talked well, particularly of great
art auctions, lucky discoveries and encounters with personalities
of international renown.
He gave credit where he felt it was due,
but never forgave a slight, real or imagined.
Sam Weir collected art because it was good and he appreciated it,
but also because of its historical significance and value.
Paintings, sculptures, books, letters and drawings he gathered in
disorder in a large house built to his own specifications at
Queenston,
o
overlooking the Niagara River.
He is buried there on
his own property.
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Until he died, most of the townspeople knew nothing of the hoard
of treasures so close to them that had been gathered from the
galleries of England, the Continent and North America, over the
span of a long life by their mysterious neighbour. Now they will
be able to enjoy the results of his acquisitive energy because he
has left it all as a museum which will be open to the public from
spring to fall each year. He was a man with more enemies than
friends, but long after they are gone and the stories about Sam
Weir are forgotten, his collection of fine art will give pleasure
to thousands more than ever knew him.

COLLECTORS' CHOICE

/

'I

COMMENTS BY CURATOR
-OF CLUB COLLECTIONS

4)

When members with art collections were asked to loan their
favourite works for a Club exhibition, the response was slow at
first and then came in a rush. Several collectors had their
offers refused when the committee ran out of wall space, and there
is, in fact, enough material for another exhibition at a later
date. The following members have loaned works that will hang in
the Club from February 7th until March 7th: Bruce Brown, James
Campbell, Floyd Chalmers, Alan Collier, Walter Coucill, William
iDuthie, Howard Gerring, John Grier, Cleeve Home, John Irwin, Leon
Katz, Charles Matthews, William McCoy, Bruno Morawetz, John Morrow,
Raymond Peringer, Elmer Phillips, Harry Ross, John Secord, William
! Sherman, John Snell, Terry Wardrop, and Jack Wildridge.
The following artists are represented in the show: Franklin
Arbuckle, Fred Brigden, Leonard Brooks, Raymond Cattell, Emily
Carr, A.J. Casson, Alan Collier, Isobel Cook Broomfield, Walter
Coucill, Robin Cumine, Adrian Dingle, Wylie Grier, Sydney Hallam,
Hilton Hassell, Peter Harris, Eric Heathcote, Elizabeth Wilkes
N' Hoey, Mackay Houstoun, Robert Hunter, A.Y. Jackson, Frances-Anne
Johnson, John Joy, Arthur Lismer, David Milne, Will Ogilvie,
^ Gordon Peters, Goodridge Roberts, Ernest Sampson, John Secord,
Gerald Sevier, William Sherman, Osvald Timmas, Harold Town, York
Wilson and William Winter.
Another Executive List has been completed since our last report:
1967-68, a distinguished work in typography by Les Trevor. Two
others are in progress, by Chris Yaneff and Os Schenk, and these
will complete the collection.
The re-hanging of the Presidents' Portraits and Executive Lists
was completed in time for the Christmas Dinner, and we are grateful
to Jack Secord (particularly for his guidance and tools), Ray
Peringer, Bill Sherman, lan McGillivray, Ted Brock, Ron Vickers Jr.
and Hunter Bishop for their assistance.
(1) Joachim
The Art Committee has made two important acquisitions:
Gauthier, 'Old Beech Trees In Carnarvon, Ontario', oil, 12" x 15",
and (2) Martin Glen Loates, 'Fawn', graphite on onion skin. This
is the working drawing for the watercolour which was reproduced on
the book cover for 'The Art of Glen Loates'. As a result of the
latter purchase, Glen has made an extremely generous donation to
the Club Collection of a fine watercolour painting 'Meadoi Vole

i

·

~"

I

.1

-..... 5

*

1970', 18" x 13".
ARTISTS AT WORK

Bill Sherman had a show from January 31 to February 14 at the
Prince Edward Gallery ... Alan Collier's one-man show will be at
the Roberts Gallery March 4 to March 21 ... Walter Coucill will
be having a one-man show at Eaton's Gallery March 11 to March 28
... and Osvald Timmas is preparing for a one-man show at the
Club which will be hung on March 7 and on display until April 11.

THE ARCHIVES

There is an interesting story about a proposed publication of a
two-volume work which would have contained all the information
concerning the Dominion Drama Festival; the second volume was to
list all plays entered in the Regional or Central Festivals. As
only one volume was ever finished, the publisher had to refund
half the money to those who had ordered and paid for the two
volumes. It is very difficult to obtain information about this
matter as, for example, the Theatre section of the Reference
Library does not own a complete set of programmes for either the
Regional or Central Festivals. All this relates to the fact that
our archival cases now contain some references to the plays
entered in the festivals by the Club. Any member having specific
information of other Club entries is asked to contact the archivist.

I

The old Graphic Arts Club used to rent, from the A. & L. Club,
quarters on the third floor. We have a rare photograph of some 60
of the Graphics men at a dinner meeting in the '20s. (Dinner on
the third floori)
Some time ago Life member Eric Heathcote undertook to identify those in the photograph; his painstaking work was
recently returned and will be completed for framing.
A copy of the programme of the week-long Toronto Musical Festival,
which marked the opening of the Mutual Street Arena in October 1912,
has been kindly given to our archives by Sammy Hersenhoren.

V
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A GLANCE IN THE
REAR-VIEW MIRROR

*
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A number of photographs relating to the Club have been received.
Donors are Arthur Ament, Yvon Doucet, Walter Coucill, and Bill
Shelden. Ron Vickers has turned over all the photographs that he
took during the last Christmas Dinner.

It is now more than 50 years since Jim MacDonald passed the
presidential chain of office to Ernest MacMillan. Because his many
artistic contributions to the Club are largely unknown, an
affectionate but light-hearted salute to MacDonald will be
presented in the form of a talk, with slides, on the occasion of
the members' Dinner, Friday, March 27th.
This advance announcement
is being placed in the Newsletter in the hope that it will circumvent that plaintive cry of members - "They didn't let us know in
time."

- - --

INEXACTITUDES,
ET HOC

Most newspapers and periodicals, when moved to confess an error,
do so under mundane headings such as Our Mistake or Correction.
As we attempt to steer an editorial policy between the formal one
of the late Harold Ross and the informal one of the late Harry
Golden, we are always dismayed to find that errors do, in fact,
occur. As our heading states, we prefer to acknowledge them as
inexactitudes and matters of a similar nature.
In our last Newsletter an unfortunate inexactitude occurred: the
name of a past-president was misspelled. However, we are
heartened to recall that at the Christmas dinner of 1965 the walls
were covered by the words and music of a song which was sung with
great gusto by a Club quartet--the words began "Ouchterlony is a
very fine name, but a hell of a name to spell."

LIBRARY NOTES

Out-of-town members will be especially pleased to browse through
the latest addition to the magazine rack. Toronto Calendar
Magazine is a monthly publication which tells what's going on in
Toronto theatres, art galleries, cinemas and concert halls. The
table-hopping section rates the local restaurants.
Members who attended the Peter Ustinov dinner in October 1979 will
recall John Sanderson's memorable speech of welcome to our
esteemed guest. The speech, entitled A Gift of Fortune, has been
printed in a limited edition of 50 by Anson-Cartwright Editions.
Hugh Anson-Cartwright and John have presented to the Club library
copy Number 4 signed by the donors.
Canada's Lost Plays is an anthology of the Canadian stage edited
by theatre historian Anton Wagner, Herman Voaden has given the
library a copy of Volume Three, which, in addition to Herman's
work 'A Play of the North', presents plays by Merrill Denison,
John Coulter and Robertson Davies.
Mystery, detective and espionage enthusiasts should know that an
authority on the subject, David Skene Melvin, recently became a
Club member. David and his wife Ann have compiled Crime,
Detective, Espionage and Thriller Fiction & Film, a 367-page
"comprehensive bibliography of critical writing through 1979."
As it states in the introduction, the acceptance of the detective
story "as a dynamic literary form by scholars and historians
cannot be much longer delayed."
David and Ann have donated a
signed copy to the library.
Gerald Finley, out-of-town member and Professor of Art at Queen's
University, spoke to our November Members' Dinner on the work of
J.M.W. Turner.
Gerald's interests extend to Canadian art as
exemplified by his latest book George Heriot 1759-1839. This is
number 5 in the National Gallery of Canada's Canadian Art Series.
Gerald has presented to the library a copy inscribed to the
memory of his father Fred J. Finley RCA, OSA.
Printmaking in Canada, the Earliest Views and Portraits is another
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excellent work by Mary Allodi of the Royal Ontario Museum, It is
a mine of information on the development of printmaking in the
Bernard Radley, who visits
Canadian colonies from 1780 to 1850.
the Club while travelling between his Gravenhurst cottage and
winter home in South Carolina, has donated a copy to the library.

. Member Jonathon Welsch, and two associates, David Fox and Wesley
Murphy, staged John Coulter's last play, 'Willy, Sinton and
Jill' at the Theatre Passe Muraille in January.

NEWS IN BRIEF

. Non-resident member Christopher Chapman is the new president of
the Royal Canadian Academy which is now celebrating its 100th
year. To mark the event, Rebecca Sisler, a sculptor and executive director of the Academy, has written a book, 'Passionate
Spirits', which chronicles a number of past and present members,
. Arthur Gelber, one of the most knowledgeable people in Canada on
culture and the arts, was honoured at the National Arts Centre
More than 70 of his friends paid tribute to
in Ottawa recently.
him at a testimonial dinner presided over by Pauline McGibbon,
who succeeds him as Chairman of the NAC board of trustees.
. Genial Jack Prior married Gladys MacLeod in a private ceremony
on January 30.
'-

S'

i

/

Professor Thomas Howarth, of the University of Toronto's School
of Architecture, has been honoured with the Honorary Degree of
Doctor of the University of Stirling, Scotland, to recognize his
services to architecture and especially for his role "in promoting the reputation of Charles Rennie Mackintosh." Professor
Howarth is the author of a definitive work about Mackintosh, a
handsome, well-illustrated volume which describes his skills as
an architect and designer of houses, furniture, stained glass,
etc. A copy of this book is in our library.

K,

. Sales to Club members of the beautiful and profusely illustrated
art book A.J. Casson/His Life and Works have made a very
substantial profit for the Club--over $4,000--and no more than a
available.
dozen copies are still
These will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis and at no
increase over the special price of $67.50. Cheques should be
made out to the Club and sent to C.A.G. Matthews at 14 Elm
Street, where the autographed books may be picked up while they
last. The book will not be reprinted, and is likely to become a
collector's item.

S
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. Non-resident member James McLean, a tenor of world renown, and
son of member John D., performed in the world premiare of an
orchestral prelude, followed by a prayer ('Prelude and Prayer')
commissioned by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. It was written
by John Hawkins with James McLean in mind, and was performed on
February 3 and broadcast on the CBC Arts National programme on
--

---
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February 4. James has studied with Madame Koster in Europe,
with Sir Peter Pears in England, and with William Neill in New
York.
. Two members appeared in the public prints recently: on January
3, Mavor Moore authored 'The Mermaid Inn' feature in the Globe
and Mail, and on January 5, John Sanderson, our non-resident
member from Niagara-on-the-Lake, took critic Norman Snider to
task for misinformation about author Norman Douglas.
. Robert McMichael and his wife Signe were guests of honour at a
dinner given recently by Premier William Davis and the Executive
Council. Bob is stepping down as Director of the McMichael
Canadian Collection and will hold the title Founder Director
Emeritus. He will also act as an adviser to the collection,
which the McMichaels gave to the people of Canada in the name of
the Province of Ontario in 1965.
. Our Master Electrician, Michael Spence, is in need of someone
who could develop into his second-in-command. Would any member,
either with experience in stage lighting or with an interest in
developing skills in this field and with time in the evenings to
act under Michael's direction, please call him after 6 p.m. at
239-7292.
CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop, Alan Collier, Kenneth Jarvis, Charles Matthews,
Raymond Peringer, John Snell, John Sword, Wentworth Walker, and
anonymous members of the Tuesday Evening Life Class.
Editor:
Howard Gerring.
Contributions welcomed.
Deadline for the next
issue: Friday April 3.

I

·..

.. *.':%.*..*..*.>.**:*

________________________________________________________

I

I

i

~L~[(bl~L~'~YI~IYj~Y~--~y~-'~Y'-""'"'

14 ELM ST.,TORONTO

____I-~C-Y..-L-I--.-~LY-I

__~~·L~iYl~Ob~b~P~bb~P~lb~~~

NEWS AND VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES AND

ACTIVITIES

·I·'2fi·.·.·r·f-·-·l·-·I.f·~5·f.·;·;·
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··-·
· ·· · ·
·· ·'··;·;·;S·~:·:r:
· · · · ;·;·;'
;:I·;f··~);·;·;S~;·;·~··;·;·;·;·;·;·;·;·

April,
A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT
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At this time of writing, your executive, caricatured in this issue
by past-president John Morrow, is already planning for the annual
meeting on May 28. Please make note of the date. Come and take
this opportunity to join with your fellow members for a final,
enjoyable get-together before the summer break.
One innovation of this year's annual meeting will
of our 'life' members. We will be presenting them
be worn by them when present at Members' Dinners.
were made possible through the generosity of Floyd
were designed by fellow member Sid Bersudsky.

be a recognition
with insignia to
The medallions
Chalmers, and

The reports to be presented at the annual meeting will undoubtedly
be very gratifying to many (if not all) of you.
Right now the activities connected with the Spring Show are well
underway, and David McCordic, the producer, needs help with set
painting and miscellaneous odd jobs. If you could put in some time
on Saturday mornings between now and the 25th of April, please get
in touch with him at 865-7157, or better still, just show up ready
to work.

BARKER FAI RLEY

M

yEG GODDEN

PLAYS BACH

He was unable to be with us in person, but the presence of Barker
Fairley was felt throughout the great hall on Ladies' Night,
February 19.
Members and guests were treated to a large-screen
version of the film tribute to Barker shown on the CBC-TV several
weeks earlier. Those gentle piercing eyes, candid yet profound
observations, that disarming manner of the man--all were there.
The success of the film is another tribute to member Terence
Macartney-Filgate, the producer and director. Terry gave us a
behind-the-camera view of the making of the film, plus a specially
taped conversation with Barker. The many questions from the
audience and the warm applause reflected members' interest and
appreciation.

On the Ladies' Night on March 11, Life Member Reginald Godden
played one of Bach's monumental keyboard works, the Goldberg
Variations.

1
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As the audience assembled, after the usual excellent dinner, they
were presented with programmes which are sure to be kept by many,
not only as souvenirs of a memorable evening, but also for Lou
Hartley's superb cover design executed in the most beautiful calligraphy likely to be seen anywhere. On the back was a delightful
impromptu sketch of Reg at the keyboard, done some years ago by
Eric Aldwinkle. Inside were some of the thematic material of the
variations and a diagram prepared by Reg to explain the overall
structure of the work.
After a brief introduction by Gordon Kushner, Reg spoke of the
tremendous emotional impact of his first experience in the exciting
atmosphere of this Club in the early thirties, and of his memories
of his activities in it since then. He then reminded us that
Bach's music, now so universally acclaimed, was unheard and unpublished for almost a century after his death until its rediscovery
by Mendelssohn. He followed this with a brief history of the
Goldberg Variations and, with the help of the programme notes,
illustrated some of the main subjects.

•d•

After a stirring performance, Reg was given a standing ovation by
the large and appreciative audience. Bill Haehnel thanked him and
then returned to Reg the aforementioned sketch by Aldwinkle, now
handsomely framed, as a token of the Club's appreciation for his
manifold services over the years. A truly memorable evening.
MEMBERS' DINNER

The announced title of the talk given the evening of March 27th was
'PORTRAIT OF A PRESIDENT'. The portrait paid an affectionate
tribute to J.E.H. MacDonald, who contributed so much to the Club
and who served his presidential term beginning in the Fall of 1928.
The speaker of the evening was Hunter Bishop, who was introduced
with gracious warmth and sincerity by Wentworth Walker. At the end
of the evening, Chuck Matthews thanked the speaker and called on
his personal memories to state that he considered MacDonald to have
been, unquestionably, one of the greatest of Club presidents.
The talk was divided into three sections: An introduction to the
man and the scope of his work; his many contributions to the Club;
and his presidency.
Each section was illustrated with appropriate
slides.

^

NEW MEMBERS

We learned not only that MacDonald designed our crest, executed
eight of the most impressive of the Executive Lists and the 17
heraldic shields in the dining hall, but that he also supplied
illustrations for the LAMPS, wrote articles, gave talks, designed
and executed presentation books, carried out many thematic
decorations, and provided timely verses in either a serious or
humorous vein.

We welcome the following new members who have joined us within the
last three months:

I
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On most days, there is plenty of room and service for you and your
business associates. They might find the atmosphere rather
intriguing. At least, as we all know, it is conducive to discussion. Think about it.

LIBRARY NOTES

pR, fe^
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The rediscovery of an artist is always a noteworthy event. In
John Vanderpant, Photographs, Charles C. Hill of the National
Gallery of Canada re-introduces the general public to the work of
that important photographer. Of particular interest is a photograph taken in the Club in 1929 showing several members of the
Group of Seven along with Bertram Brooker, Merrill Denison and
Fred Housser.
F.H. Varley by Christopher Varley brings together for the first
time in one book information on the work and life of that member
of the Group. Included is a photograph of Varley taken by John
Vanderpant, mentioned above.
Our Heritage and Other Addresses presents the collected speeches of
Herbert A. Bruce, a former Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario. In the
light of Toronto's 150th anniversary celebrations (in 1984), plans
for which are already underway, Bruce's Toast to the Health of the
City proposed on its 100th anniversary, makes interesting reading.

*

In the gifts department, we received recently J.W. Beatty 1869-1941
by Dorothy M. Farr of the Agnes Etherington Art Centre, Queen's
University. Well written and authoritative, this catalogue was
produced in conjunction with the Beatty exhibition currently
touring Canada. It comes to the Art Gallery of Ontario July 3 to
August 23.
Rupert Brooke in Canada recounts that young Georgian poet's visit
here in 1913. The book is based on Brooke's newspaper articles,
personal correspondence, as well as contemporary photographs,
selected and edited by Sandra Martin and Roger Hall. Brooke's
impressions of Toronto, especially his visit to the Club, are
amusing. This is a gift of Charlie Carter.
We are pleased also to acknowledge two gifts from Lou Hartley.
Sailors Guide to the Windward Islands by Chris Doyle helped Lou
while away the hours during his recent Caribbean yacht cruise.
Arts West is an attractive monthly magazine from Calgary which
reflects the explosion of Western Canadian interest in the arts,
particularly painting. Several issues are already on the magazine
rack.
Still in a Western vein, from The Turnstone Press of Winnipeg we
have received Sounds Assembling: The Poetry of Bertram Brooker
Many of us know Brooker as a painter, novelist,
(1980).
dramatist and critic. This book reveals him as one of Canada's
first modern poets.

,..,

NEWS IN BRIEF
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. Herman Voaden has received a theatre grant from the Canada Counci
,
under the classification 'for artists who have made significant contribution over a number of years and are still active in their
profession'.

I

. It may not be news to many, but for the record, two of our members
are now active as 'disc jockeys': David Ouchterlony is host of a
musical programme on CFRB on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings
from 9 p.m. until midnight; Gary Hall is host of the evening programme at CKTB St. Catharines (610 on the AM dial) weekdays from
8 p.m. until midnight.
. We apologize to Richard E.G. Davis for failing to include him in
our recent list of Members of the Order of Canada. He is an
Officer of the Order (OC) in recognition of his involvement in
social work for many years.
. Past-president William Swinton was one of several scientists and
religious authorities interviewed for the CBC 'Man Alive' programme
of February 15, discussing the theories of evolution and creation.

,O~i~NCC~'d~~

. Member David Skene-Melvin and his wife Ann, both authorities on
mystery, detective and espionage literature, recently opened for
business at 398 St. Clair Avenue East. In addition to out-of-print
mystery books, they have works on cookery, horticulture and science
fiction. David and Ann last month gave to the Club library a copy
of their recent book Crime, Detective, Espionage and Thriller
Fiction & Film - a bibliography of critical writing in this field.

I

. We do not know if the vehicle in question belonged to a Club
member, but seen recently parked on Elm Street was a van across
which someone had written in the dust, "Go Van Gogh".
. To his earlier writing, which naturally includes a book on film,
Elwy Yost has added an adventure story for teenage readers, set in
the jungles of the Amazon. The Secret of the Lost Empire is
published by Scholastic Tab Publications,
. Hugh Hood, noted Canadian author, will be the guest speaker at
The Heliconian Club on Friday April 24. Members of the Arts &
Letters Club are invited. Cost is $12.50 per ticket; cocktails
at 6.00; dinner at 7.00. Early reservations requested: 922-3618.
. Non-resident member Dr. Malcolm Ross, O.C., was the subject of a
lengthy article in a recent issue of the Dalhousie University News.
He will be honoured with a special banquet sponsored by the Association of Canadian University Teachers of English at its annual
meeting at Dalhousie next month. Next year he is moving to the
University of Edinburgh as visiting professor in Canadian studies,
the first time a professor of Canadian literature has been asked
to fill the post at the university.

I Ii
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Ian Montagnes, editor and journalist. Teacher, and a practitioner
in the art of public relations. Publisher of scholarly works.
Former member of the Club. He's interested in writing and archival
retrieval.
Graeme Outerbridge, art photographer. Graduate of the University
of Maryland. Presently a resident of Bermuda.
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Walwin Foster, retired engineer. Member of the Toronto Society of
Model Engineers. Interests are model-making and watercolour.
Donal Murnaghan, former senior attending physician of Wellesley
Hospital. Retired in 1979. Holds a private pilot's licence.
Interests are light aircraft and bird watching.
James Charles Millar, physician, graduate of Queen's, Presently
employed by U.S. Immigration in Toronto. An enthusiastic tenor,
interested in theatre and photography.

ARTISTS AT WORK

S)

Jerry Ginsberg, one of our more recent members, is having an
exhibition of egg tempera and watercolours celebrating New England,
at the McDowell Gallery, 2600 Yonge Street, from April 23 until
May 7. It is his tenth one-man show and "demonstrates the deep
feelings he has for Berkshire country life". He will also have an
exhibition

fr

in

Tanglewood

(Lennox,

Mass.)

during August.

Joachim and Paul Gauthier had a father and son exhibition at the
Libby's of Toronto gallery recently, when 25 paintings by Joachim
and 42 by Paul were hung. It is the second time paintings by both
have been shown by the gallery.
Member Arthur Steven, art teacher at Gordon Graydon Secondary
School, is having an exhibition at the Gustafsson Gallery in
Brampton from April 26 until May 9. It will feature recent landscapes painted in Canada and Scotland. Gallery hours are Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m.
And as a reminder, Saturday sketching/photography trips for the
next two months are: May 9 - Claremont (George Foord); May 23 Stayner (Graham Matthews); June 13 - Lake Scugog (Ted Brock); and
June 20 - Lake Simcoe/Newmarket (Monty Larkin).
The steward has
maps showing locations.

COMMENTS BY CURATOR
OF CLUB COLLECTIONS

The Art Committee has purchased a fine work by Osvald Timmas, from
'Ascent from the Gorge' is a welcome
his recent show at the Club.
addition to our growing collection and we are pleased that Os is
now represented in it.
Another purchase, a beautiful oil, 12!" x 16!" by Homer Watson,
entitled 'Woodland Stream' fills a major gap in the collection.
'A Time to Sow' by MacKay Houstoun is on loan to the Sarnia Art

,,,

Gallery for an exhibition that will run until April 23.
stand that it includes 10 works by Mac.
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Os Schenk has completed the Executive List for 1980-81. It is a
beautiful work and, we are told, represents a sunrise rather than
a sunset. There is now only one gap in the collection and it is
expected to be filled very soon.
We are grateful to the generosity of A.J. Casson who has made it
possible to obtain a small tempera painting by Franklin Carmichael.
Called 'Winter Sunrise', it is 5-1/8" x 5-3/8" and was the basis
of a silkscreen Christmas card which we are hoping to obtain. We
now have Group of Seven paintings by Carmichael, Harris, Jackson
and Johnston (and, of course, Casson), and need Lismer, MacDonald
and Varley.

In the true spirit of Club procrastination, no full-scale attack
has been made in recent years toward the sorting and cataloguing
of the Club's audio-visual material. Collecting and storing yes,
but the fine tuning has been carried out only intermittently.
Thus, members will be heartened to learn that in recent months
specific inventories have been updated and a good deal of re-filing
accomplished. Several members have been called on for assistance;
for example, Bill Shelden has undertaken to file in plastic sleeves
the rolls of 35 mm film which he has shot in the Club. Other
members involved in some aspect of this on-going work are Al Collier,
Raymond Peringer, Ron Vickers and Roly Pincoe.

THE ARCHIVES
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Wentworth Walker has given for our Willan file a programme of the
service held last February first at the Cathedral Church of St.
James ... Alex Sheridan taped the sound portion of the Barker
Fairley film shown on television and has given a copy to archives
Spencer Clark kindly lent, for reference purposes, two J.E.H.
...
MacDonald items he owns ... Leon Katz has given us a framed newspaper photograph of an early O.S.A. group at an annual exhibition
... Walter Coucill has framed a map of Killarney Park on which were
mounted photographs of Casson and of Carmichael lakes given by Dick
Mastin ... Bill Vaisey has passed along some newspaper articles on
some members of the Group of Seven and their contemporaries.

BUSINESS LUNCHES
AT THE CLUB?

Y^

While lunch time at the Club is usually a social occasion, there is
no reason why a table cannot be booked to accommodate any member
and his guests who might wish to discuss business over lunch. The
bar is open, the atmosphere is informal and congenial, and the price
is right.
True, we cannot accommodate ladies in the Great Hall or the bar, but
the LAMPS room is generally unoccupied, and can easily be booked to
provide for mixed parties of as many as 15, and service from the bar
is available there. In fact, if a business party found that the
Great Hall was lacking in privacy, a booking in the LAMPS room might
be the answer.

.....
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. The Museum of Promotional Arts will be holding a private dinner
at the Club on May 14, when member Clair Stewart will receive the
Carl Dair Award. Stewart, who established the design firm of
Stewart & Morrison Ltd. with Elliott Morrison, was a founding
member of the Art Directors Club of Toronto; the late Carl Dair
was a highly regarded typographer and designer, and this is the
second year that the award in his memory has been presented.

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop, William Haehnel, Louis Hartley, I.B. Lucas, John
Morrow, Norman McMurrich, Douglas Omand, Ray Peringer, John Snell,
and Wentworth Walker. Editor: Howard Gerring. Contributions
welcomed. Deadline for the next issue: June 5.
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MEDALLIONS FOR
LIFE MEMBERS

-- :?

;:

1981

To honour a special group of members, the Club recently 'struck' a
handsome medallion to be worn by present and future Life Members
when attending Club functions. The 'awards' are the gift of Floyd
Chalmers, and were designed by, and produced under the direction of,
Sid Bersudsky. They are gold plated over base metal, and each has
a blue ribbon which allows it to be worn from the neck.
Presentation of medallions to ten Life Members was a feature of the
evening following the annual meeting. In attendance to receive them,
and to reminisce about their Club activities, were: Hunger Bishop,
our Archivist, A.J. Casson, Floyd S. Chalmers, James E. Dean,
Reginald Godden, Charles Goldhamer, Eric T. Heathcote, C.A.G.
Matthews, John L. McDougall, of Kingston, and Oxford McNeill.
Presentations to the other 14 Life Members will be made at a future
function.

*b

MARCH 4TH
DINNER

When the Club elected Robertson Davies to Honorary Membership in 1967,
it honoured both Dr. Davies and itself. As a noted writer, a
professor of English, an encourager of architects and the originator
of concerts and 'gaudies' in Massey College, 'R.D.' is the lampiest
of L.A.M.P.S. Our Ash Wednesday Dinner was therefore no occasion for
covering heads with ashes. Vincent Massey had the idea of a College
for Men in the late fifties, but it fell to Robertson Davies to give
it practicality. From the first, his very special brand of mastership
established the attractive home for young men and women scholars that
it is now. The Senior Fellows, of whom a goodly number are members of
our Club, have done much to raise the name Massey College to international respect, and their daily contacts with less experienced and
younger members of the College are not the least of its advantages.
Dr. Davies outlined the problems, domestic and public, of the young
College (founded 1963) and its present place in the cultural life of
Ontario, as no other could do, and the full attendance of members
obviously shared the account by a gifted expositor. Bill Swinton, a
Massey Fellow, introduced 'his boss' and Lovat Dickson gracefully
brought the discourse and questions to a close.

LADIES' NIGHT
APRIL 10

The Recipe for the Academy History was the title of a witty and
absorbing taix by Reiecca Sisler to the April Ladies' Night.
Naturally, the Executive Director of the Royal Canadian Academy was
referring to the writing of her recently published book, The
Passionate Spirits--the history of the RCA through its first 100
Years. More than a recipe, the talk listed the obstacles the writer
had to overcome.
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It was first necessary for Miss Sisler to win personal approval from
the RCA and then convince them the project was worth the investment.
Funds had to be raised. At this point, she felt almost overwhelmed
by the enormity of the task undertaken. Finally, after publication,
she had to contend with the critics. The final product, a copy of
which is in the Club library, attests to the fact that Miss Sisler
was equal to the task.
For her successful efforts, the speaker was congratulated by RCA
President Christopher Chapman who introduced her to members and
guests, and by Franklin 'Archie' Arbuckle who thanked her for her
visit to the Club.

Peter Hermant, the witty and urbane chairman of 'Mind's on the Move'
(which completed an outstanding season with a sold-out performance
by Sir Ralph Richardson), introduced Arnold Edinborough, a director
of the Massey Board and a fellow member, at our April 15 dinner.

THE NEW
MASSEY HALL

Arnold revealed that September 13, 1982, is expected to be the
opening date for all the glories of 'New Massey Hall' as he called
it. He then went on to regale us with a wealth of information:
It is designed to comfortably seat 2,800 music lovers, 1,000 on the
main floor. The Mezzanine and Balcony are cantilevered to eliminate
columns which would interfere with sight lines. There will be
sweeping galleries giving access to the auditorium, with ramps for
wheelchairs. Canada's best and biggest organ will be installed, and
400 parking spaces are projected, with an additional 900 spaces in
the future Downtown West Project immediately to the west. Eight bars
will be available to the thirsty. Guest room suites for soloists,
and a rehearsal hall are featured.
SArthur Erickson, Canada's pre-eminent architect, designed the Music
Hall to realize musical perfection. Acoustics have been the paraconsideration and no design changes can be made without
.mount
K 4approval from the acoustical director. Air conditioning noise has
been minimized.

/

The complete cost is estimated between $39 and $40 million--$39.5
million is to be raised as follows: federal government $9,400,000,
Wintario $10,100,000, Ontario (Supp.) $2,500,000, Public $12,500,000,
and Metro $500,000. The Toronto Symphony and the Mendelssohn Choir
have been engaged for the opening week but the program will- be chosen
by the Music Hall.
President Norman McMurrich, in thanking Arnold, stressed the
appreciation of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church for revealing that
historic building by tearing down the C.P.R. freight sheds that hid
its beauty.

SPRING SHOW,
1981

'A Word to the Wise' has played, the sets have been dismantled, and
the actors and actresses have scattered to the winds, as the saying
goes. For those who attended one of the seven evenings (and 1,097
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people did) there are memories and tunes and humour that will be
recalled and recalled.
But lest we think that stage presentations
are simply artistic creations, consider these prosaic facts:
57 individuals were involved in

v
y?•.
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the production,

from a producer to a

stage crew of 7...plus Club staff and additional help hired for the
event...to promote it required typesetting, assembly and printing of
500 flyers, 1,200 programs and 1,200 bar tickets...to prepare for it
involved untold hours of creative writing, meetings and rehearsals...
the reconditioning of 8 stage lights, and the purchase of 12 lighting
bulbs (500 and 1,000 watts), 24 house display bulbs...lumber, screens,
,ails, tuck tape, glue, fuses and plugs, handles and hinges...the
rental of 5, 8-inch fresnels, 6 barn doors, 6 colour frames and 5
adapters (all special lighting equipment)...the purchase and application of 12 colours of paint (some in gallon quantities), masking tape
and sponges.
Two pianos had to be tuned...22 bridge tables and 100
chairs rented...and 4,000 clear plastic glasses purchased.
Twentyone costumes were required for 12 actors, and 7 for the actresses.
And in case you are wondering how many individual letters appeared in
the unusual wall decoration, Jack Secord didn't take the time to
count, but he does recall that it took something like 24 hours to
paint the 60-foot panel (on brown wrapping paper) with letters that
ranged from 3 inches high to 22 inches, in every style and colour he
could come up with. Since the show closed, 21 feet of the wall
decoration has been sold to a guest.
As mentioned earlier, attendance was 1,097, from a low of 140 on
Tuesday to a high of 164 on Saturday.
On Tuesday, patrons spent an
average of $2.67 each on refreshments, while the big spenders, on
Friday evening, averaged $4.42.
And the final word--from our Treasurer--is that all bills have been
paid and a profit realized.

NEW MEMBERS

The Club membership roster has been further enriched recently by the
following welcome additions:
J. Michael Bliss, professor of history, University of Toronto.
Currently writing a history of the discovery of insulin, and a biography of former Club member, Sir Frederick Banting.

S
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Allan John Hartley, professor of English (retired), Dalhousie
Current interest in English Romantic poets and their
University.
Other interests: music, cathedral architecture,
idea of history.
antique furniture.
Derek Hayes, lawyer, has served on boards of various Toronto arts
Interests in drama, music, Eskimo and East African
organizations.
art.
Potential stage crew and set building.
Has designed a number of major buildings
Gene Kinoshita, architect.
in Ontario, including the current addition to the Royal Ontario
Museum.
Interested in the visual and performing arts generally.
Photography is a hobby.
__

THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO NEWS & VIEWS OF CLUB PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES OF THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB OF TORONTO * THE ARTS & LETTERS CLUB

George Tauchman, teacher of art, Central Technical School. Former
Art Director of advertising agency, television station and newspaper.
Active in painting and writing. Hobbies: photography, sculpture,
etymology. Has developed a phonetic teaching alphabet (SENS).

DINNER IN
HONOUR OF
WILLIAM E. SWINTON

U

On Wednesday evening, May 13, there was a dinner in the Great Hall
of Hart House to honour Dr. William E. Swinton in his 81st year. It
was attended by about 200 guests, including the Lieutenant Governor
and many members of this Club. Pat Hume was Master of Ceremonies,
displaying much skill and humour throughout the evening.
Before the main course, the 78th Fraser Highlanders brought a Haggis
to the dais where, at the appropriate moment during the recitation of
the 'Ode to the Haggis', Bill Swinton scored it with St. Andrew's
Cross.
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Greetings were brought on behalf of the Queen by the Lieutenant
Governor, the University by Dr. D.G. Ivey, the Royal Ontario Museum
by Jim Cruise, the Academy of Medicine by Dr. H.A.E. Weizel, the
Science Centre by Tuzo Wilson, Massey College by Robertson Davies and
Later in the evening Dr.
the Arts & Letters Club by John Irwin.
and an album containing
skull
dinosaur
a
with
presented
was
Swinton
more than 20 letters of congratulations from Learned Societies
throughout the world, of which he is a member; many personal letters
Finally, he was
from former associates and colleagues were included.
presented with a portrait of himself by Brian McDowell, a member of
1his Cl-bi
S

REVEREND
PHILIP McCREADY

Member Philip McCready, a United Church Minister, and an art dealer,
died recently, aged 64. He entered the ministry after wartime
service in the RCAF, financing his way through college from the
proceeds of a library he had bought. For 13 years he served with
Metropolitan United Church. His other interest was art and, for
more than a decade, he picked up the best examples that he could
afford of Tom Thomson, the Group of Seven painters, Emily Carr and
David Milne.
In 1962, when his son Allan opened a picture framing business, Mr.
McCready lent him paintings because the walls were bare. They
promptly sold, and he and his son soon became the full-time
proprietors of McCready Galleries, now on Davenport Road.

ALEX SHERIDAN

The death of 53-year-old Alexander J. Sheridan, as a result of a twocar collision on Highway 9 on May 13, was a shock to many members.
He was a sound effects specialist with the CBC for more than 30 years,
and his interest in the Club led him to activity behind the scenes of
recent Club shows. He will be long remembered by many Club members
for the entertaining evening he provided last October when he
described the role of sound effects, and demonstrated how many were
realistically reproduced from unlikely material.

i
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IRTISTS AT WORK

Back in November 1925, The Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour
held its first meeting in the library of the Arts & Letters Club. The
Society, founded by A.J. Casson and Franklin Carmichael, was attended
by such well known artists as Fred Brigden, Fred Haines, C.W. Jefferys;
Frank Johnston, Robert Gagen, L.A.C. Panton, Andr6 Lapine, Thomas G.
Greene and Robert Holmes. The Society also held its first official
exhibition in our Great Hall.
The established aims of this non-profit society are to promote
knowledge of, and experimentation with, the medium of water colour
painting, and to encourage new and young artists.

The Club is still well represented in the Society and two of our members were recently elected to executive office: Bill Sherman as
President, and Osvald Timmas as Vice-President.

Members of the Club are invited to participate in the Annual Juried
Exhibition of Paintings by Members to be on display from October 26
until the Christmas decorations are put up. Members may submit two
paintings each that were produced in the last two years. The works
must be framed and wired for hanging, and delivered to the Club
during the week of October 19-23. Entries will be judged on Saturday,
October 24, on a professional basis and the decisions of the judges
for acceptance and hanging will be final.

The new masthead design for our Newsletter is the work of Louis
Hartley, who has also redesigned the Club's Calendar of Coming Events.
The drawings appearing throughout the issue show members of the
Saturday sketching/photography group on a recent outing, and they are
the work of Jack Secord. Our sincere thanks to both artists.

COMMENTS BY
CURATOR OF
CLUB COLLECTIONS

The Executive Lists Collection is now complete with a very
distinguished design for the 1975-76 list, contributed by Chris
Yaneff. Chris undertook this assignment very recently and we were
pleased that he was able to complete it in time for the Annual
Meeting.
Recent art acquisitons are now on show in the Great Hall and will be
throughout the summer. The Heritage Collection Committee (A.J.
Casson, Al Collier and Jack Wildridge) met recently and a large number
of works generously offered by members were accepted into both the
Heritage and Club Collections.
Charles Goldhamer has donated an early water colour, 'Farm near Bolton,
Ontario', and we are pleased that he is now represented in the Club
Collection.

II
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Dr. and Mrs. F. Van Vliet Snell have contributed 'A Study in Muskoka'
by Eric Aldwinkle which has been juried into the Heritage Collection.
A pencil sketch of Eric, donated by Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Trevor, was
placed in the Club Collection.
A very recent gift came from Mrs. Kenneth Forbes--two small oil
portraits by her husband, including one of Mrs. Jean Forbes. These
fine works were gratefully accepted by the Curator and Bill Sherman
on behalf of Club members, and another gap has been filled! Ted
McCormack, son-in-law of Kenneth Forbes and a participant in our life
drawings sessions (and hopefully a future Club member), was instrumental in making the gift possible.
THE ARCHIVES

The current archival display in the lounge is one of unusual interest.
One case contains items related to the Club, the other contains nonClub material. There are some very rare items to be seen; for
example, in the Club case is a catalogue listing the paintings
donated by members for an auction which took place in December 1920.
In the other archives case one may see a copy of the almost unknown
exhibition catalogue of a show by Canadian painters held at the
MacDowell Club in New York City in March 1913. Members who wish
further information about any of the items on display should contact
the Archivist.
Grateful thanks to those who have made donations to the Club archives.
Among recent contributors are Ted Brock, Bill Shelden, Frank
Hunisett, Raymond Peringer.

It

Club philatelists will probably be aware of the article by James
Montagnes which appeared in the June issue of the U. of T. Alumni
Graduate. It dealt with postage stamps which depicted U. of T.
graduates or their work. This prompted the thought that it would be
worthwhile to put together a collection of stamps relating to Club
members. We have a few, but would welcome assistance in compiling a
complete list of portraits and works of art which have been issued
to date in the form of stamps. Please contact the Archivist.
THE LIBRARY

Members who attended the April Ladies' Night will recall the eloquent
and informative talk by Rebecca Sisler, Executive Director of the RCA.
The library has recently acquired a copy of Miss Sisler's first book,
The Girls. It's the story of Frances Loring and Florence Wyle, two
of Toronto's better known sculptors. Well-written and illustrated,
the book tells of their struggles and successes in the art world from
the 1920's to the late 1960's.
The Bach Choir Program for a performance on April 27, 1933, should
prove of interest to Club members. The list of patrons and participants in The Bach Society of that time reads like the Club's membership list-such names as Reginald Stewart, Healey Willan, Elie
Spivak, Boris Hambourg and Ernest McMillan.

I

Reader, Lover of Books, The Book Arts of Ontario is the catalogue
published in connection with the current exhibition in the North York
1
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Public Library. This beautifully designed book updates an earlier
checklist of Ontario private presses and the artists, designers and
illustrators who work in that art form.
Ernie Newson has donated another supply of the popular Country Life
magazine. It would be beyond our resources to purchase these
attractive books, so the Library Committee again expresses its thanks
to Ernie for his continuing interest. From Bill Duthie, we have
received A Book of Grey Owl, being selections from the writings of
that famous person (who incidentally once visited the Club). The preface is by Lovat Dickson who was then (in 1964) editorial director of
Macmillan and Company, and who is now seen regularly at the Club.
Music Resources in Canadian Collections represents Canada's contribution to the international effort to register and describe all the
music collections of the world, Even the modest holdings of the Club
merit mention. This is a welcome donation from The National Library
of Canada.

FOR THE RECORD

Here is your Executive Committee for the 1981-82 year:
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Secretary:

Norman H. McMurrich
Paul D. Fleck
William E. Osler
William R.M. Wingfield*

Committee Members:
Hugh Anson-Cartwright, Franklin Arbuckle, Hunter Bishop, Gordon
Carrington, Howard Gerring, Jay Manning, David McCordic, Roland
Pincoe, William Sherman, A.J. Sandy Stewart, William B. Townley,
and Wentworth Walker
Raymond Peringer has been named Club Librarian.
*Has agreed to remain in office until a new Treasurer takes over
before September 30.

NEWS IN BRIEF

S

. Floyd Chalmers continues to make news, even at the venerable age
of 82. He and Mrs. Chalmers celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on April 28...he is mentioned elsewhere in this
Newsletter in connection with awards to Life Members...and he was
l
praised in a recent issue of the Toronto Star for his initi1·'
the field of music. At least a dozen years ago Floyd called for
a definitive volume about Canadian music, to put on record Canadian
achievements in this field, foster national unity, and encourage
Canadians to feel pride in their heritage. When it was decided to
::.
produce an 'Encyclopedia of Music in Canada', the Chalmers Foundatio
and Floyd himself, donated heavily to the project, He also purchased
EMC archives and donated them to the University of Toronto. The
encyclopedia has been nine years in production and will be published
shortly at an expected price of $65.
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. One hundred years ago, and again in 1882, the mayor of Toronto was
William Barclay McMurrich, a distant uncle of our president.
He was
active in civic affairs for a number of years and after his term of
office was named chairman of a committee to celebrate the city's 50th
anniversary.
Later he worked hard and successfully to elect William
H. Howland who ran as a Citizens' Candidate and an advocate of
temperance.
Both McMurrich and Howland had streets named after them
(see your city street map) while McMurrich's name also identifies one
of our public schools.
SJohn Grayson, Professor of Physiology at the University of Toronto,
and the skilled craftsman who built the desk, chair and bench for our
lower hallway, had an article published in the May 10th issue of the
Manchester Guardian Weekly.
Headed 'the dangerous pace of change',
it made the point that our own life style has not been with the
western world all that long...prior to the industrial revolution much
of Europe and the newly colonized world of America lived life styles
which had many points in common with what we see in west Africa
today.
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. Several members have had their names in the book press recently:
David Skene Melvin and Raymond Peringer had letters to the editor
printed in Books in Canada...the same issue reviewed Robertson
Davies' 'The Well Tempered Critic', and John Coulter's 'In My Day'
... the Globe and Mail has reviewed 'J.E.H. MacDonald's Sketchbook'
for which Hunter Bishop wrote the introduction, as well as 'Thoreau
MacDonald's Notebooks' which was published by non-resident member
John Flood's Penumbra Press...and Terence Macartney-Filgate had a
letter published in the Globe and Mail re the Dieppe raid.

\
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. Walter Pitman, executive director of the Ontario Arts Council,
received an honorary degree from McGill University recently...John
Snell, our Curator of Club Collections, has been appointed Art
Consultant to the Hudson Bay Company...a book published by Hugh
Anson-Cartwright ('High Marsh Road' by Douglas Lochhead) was a
finalist in the poetry division of the recent Governor-General
Awards...three members of the Club were part of The Toronto Symphony
SWomen's
Committee supplement which appeared with the Globe and Mail
on April 25: Col. Frank F. McEachren, a Symphony Board Member,
Setrak Adourian and his godson who appeared in an advertisement, and
Croyden who took many of the photographs for the supplement...
and if you've missed some of our members lately it is because they've
been away or are now in distant places: Paul Fleck and Wentworth
both had occasion to visit Florence, Norman McMurrich toured
parts of Europe, particularly Portugal, the Colliers spent a month in
/ Scotland and now are in the Yukon for four months, while Doug
/ Tushingham and his wife are just back from their latest trip to
7 Jordan and Israel where they have worked on and off for 30 years.
Doug is head of research for the Jerusalem Project of the Royal
Ontario Museum, and his wife is research assistant.

/Walker
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CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Hunter Bishop, Charles Carter, Raymond Peringer, John Scott, Bill
Sherman, John Snell, William Swinton, and Wentworth Walker. Editor:
Howard Gerring. Contributions welcomed. Deadline for the next
issue August 7.
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A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

1981

As this NEWSLETTER goes to press, we are only a week and a half
away from the re-opening of the Club on Tuesday, August 18th.
The four weeks have passed quickly. Again this year, a number of
members have enjoyed the use of the University Club and the
Toronto Press Club during our close-down. It was a treat to see
the main lounge of the University Club brimming over with A & L
members - enjoying the food and drink on the chit system. But the
day of reckoning lies ahead!
Many of you will know that Gunther has had a spell of illness. We
are happy to report that he is now on the mend and hopes to be back
to normal duties before long.
Those responsible for setting up the fall program for art exhibitions
and social activities have been working ahead.
As you can see from this issue of the NEWSLETTER, your editor and
the various contributors have continued their faithful responsibilities despite the problem of summer inertia.
We hope you have had a good summer and we look forward to sharing
tales of travel.
See you soon and -

THE CLUB SCOOPS
THE ART WORLD

O
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bring a friend to lunch

Imagine seeing 20 original A.J.Casson paintings never before
exhibited. This is the feature of opening Ladies' Night(s) on
Wednesday, September 16, 1981, and Thursday, September 17, to
accommodate the anticipated attendance. To avoid disappointment,
we suggest you make your reservations early!

Dr. A.J.Casson, O.C.L.L.D., R.C.A., N.A., O.S.A., C.S.P.W.C.,
(just plain 'Cass' to Club members) has kindly consented to give
us another of his extremely interesting talks about his work. The
accompanying retrospective exhibition will consist of a very select
group of oil sketches painted over the past forty years, but never
exhibited. Even Jack Wildridge is excited and looking forward to
seeing these paintings for the first time. They will continue to
^vfercGuc&Whang in the Great Hall until October 23.

-J
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The annual Members' Small Picture Exhibition will follow the
Casson show from October 26th. Entries are limited to two small
paintings and they must be delivered to the club during the week
of October 19th to 23rd, framed and wired for hanging. Please
complete entry forms (obtainable from the stewart) and keep a copy
for your records. The paintings will be juried Saturday, October
24th by Walter Coucill, Gerald Sevier, and Geoffrey Armstrong;
Osvald Timmas will act as alternate.

The Outdoor Sketching/Photography Group had a successful 'spring'
season, including a weekend in Haliburton in April and seven
Saturday field trips from February to August. Hosts and hostesses
were Art and Margaret Ament, Jack and Maggie Reid, George and
Mary Foord, Graham and Mary Lou Mathews, Ted Broch and his mother
Helen, Monty and Margaret Larkin, and John and Grace Scott.

ARTISTS
OUTDOORS

The 1981 'fall' outdoor sketching/photography program is also
interesting: a sketching weekend in Haliburton on October 16-17-18,
and three Saturday expeditions.
Date
September 19
October 3
October 31

DLO

H
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Locale
Milton
Mono Centre
Palgrave

Host
Allen Burton
Jack Eastaugh
Gordon Peters

For the Haliburton weekend, members should make their own
reservations--well in advance--for Friday and Saturday nights at
the Lakeview Motel, Box 485, Haliburton, Ontario, KOM 1SO,
telephone (705) 457-1027. Meals are available. For further
information contact Murray Stewart (221-7779).
For the Saturday expeditions, bring your pencil, pen, paints or
camera, a lunch and your lady. After a morning of sketching and/or
photography, we will meet at the hosts' place for lunch and an
opportunity to discuss the mornings work. For further information
contact Les Tibbles (444-5891). Maps for each locale are available
from the club steward.

AFTERMATH OF WATER
DAMAGE AT THE CLUB

Although Malcolm McGrath and Jim Parr felt that three was enough,
they were persuaded--by themselves and after a second fifth--to do
a fourth. So following the successes of 'Faust and Lucy'
(1978-79), 'The Barber of Streetsville' (1980) and 'Pan' (1981),
a new one-act operetta, 'Norah's Ark' is on the stocks. She will
be launched in the Club about the end of January 1982, for four
voyages.
Bob Christie will be skipper; Roly Pincoe, officer of the deck,
and Wilf White as bos'n's mate. The names of the crew will not
be released until next-of-kin have been informed.

-A-C
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ROBIN C. CUMINE

"McGrath's music," the soft-spoken Jim Parr told the NEWSLETTER,
"beats everything he's done so far into a hocked cat." McGrath,
taking a quaver off from the octalodeon, which he plays
irreverently, replied, "It's
not so much that Parr's words are
They're unspeakable!"
Pincoe was unavailable for
unsingable.
comment; he was said to be translating cubits into metric measure
at an erotic lumber yard where he would gopher gopher wood.
Christie gave us a long and revealing interview, but said he
preferred not to be quoted.
Keep an evening free for the flood.
with the weather.

We'll keep you up to date

"The guy inspires me!".
This remark made by Sid Hallam, was the
way most people reacted after being with Rob Cumine for a short
time.
His enthusiasm carried on through his many years as an art
director, and it was only curtailed by his recent illness and
death in June.
Rob was the first
President of the Toronto Art Director's Club.
To this office he brought a vitality to the commercial art field
that brought the Club international respect and recognition.
Canadian artists are still
receiving the benefits from this
significant and strong beginning.

-4

As President, he brought to Toronto, some of the most outstanding
illustrators of the time, including Canadian Robert Fawcett,
Milton Caniff, Al Parker, Norman Rockwell, Steven Dohanos,
Albert Dome, Ben Stahl, Peter Helck, Doug Kingman, Austin Briggs,
Harold Von Schmidt and many others.
They made us aware of our
potential in various art fields.
It was the 'Golden Era' of
magazine illustration and advertising.

B
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JOHN WERNER ABRAMS

As a Club Member, Rob's enthusiastic presence on the Art Committee
was responsible for our sketching groups, both in the Club and at
The
the homes of many hospitable members and friends of members.
happy memories of the trips to the Cumine cottage on Lake of Bays
will be something many will always remember with affection for
Rob and Doreen.
They made us feel welcome and comfortable.
That
great laugh and wonderful speaking voice of Rob's--who can forget
them! The world needs people like Rob Cumine to inspire us and to
keep us working with enthusiasm and inspiration.

John Abrams, who died in July, was a scientist, an engineer,
historian, a linguist, a humanist and a gentleman.

an

He studied at Berkley, Leiden, Tarter (Estonia) Harvard and
London, and came to Canada from San Francisco, to join the RCAF
before the U.S. entered the war.
He served with Coastal Command,
and in Operational Research, and achieved the rank of Wing Commander.

--
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the war, John was a scientific advisor to the Defence Research
Board, serving in various Embassies.
Later he became a teacher,
coming to Toronto in 1963.
He was professor of Industrial
He was the
Engineering, but involved in the History of Science.
first
Director of the Institute for the History and Philosophy of
Science and Technology at the University of Toronto and established

it as a viable and scholarly institute.
He was also a Past
Chairman of the Canadian Federation for the Humanities, and a
Board Member of the Royal Canadian Institute.
If
Sa

John Abrams had lived during the Renaissance,
leader in

both science and the humanities.

he would have been

He had a wide

knowledge and experience, and could hold his own in the discussions
at the Round Table in the Club.

gg

He was an important man who did not attract attention because he
worked without fuss or furor; whose reward was seeing his job
well done.
He moved through university and government assignments,
and quietly went on to other tasks.
He travelled widely and,
because he was fluent in many languages, played a key role in the
international aspects of science and learning.

BURWELL R.

COON

Burwell Ranscier Coon, B.A.S.C., F.R.A.I.C.,
architect and member of the Club since 1940,
age of 89.
Born in
in

1913,

London,

Ontario,

F.R.I.B.A., an
died in July at the

he graduated from the University of Toronto

and joined his father's

firm of S.B.Coon & Sons.

He

designed a large portion of Ryerson Polytechnical Institute, the
Club house of the Rosedale Golf Club,
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DUNINGTON GRUBB
FOUNDATION

a number of schools throughout

Ontario, as well as apartment houses.
During World War II he
supervised construction of wartime housing in this province.
He
also served as consultant for the competition to design Toronto's

new City Hall.

Burwell was a member of the Ontario Association of Architects and
.Chancellor, College of Fellows, 1955-58, of the Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada.
A full length portrait of him in his robes as
Chancellor was painted by Marion Long, during his time in office,
and exhibited in the Art Gallery of Ontario.

Many members will recall with pleasure the quiet dignity of
Howard Dunington Grubb--his habit of bringing apples to lunch, the
roles he played in Club reviews, and his impressive, lean height.
Though he died in 1965, at the age of 85, his name appeared in the
press in recent weeks.
Howard and his wife, Alfreda, were both prominent landscape
architects, and in 1958 established the Meadowvale Botanical Gardens,
now re-named the Dunington Grubb Foundation.
The Chairman and
President of the Foundation is Club member John Bradshaw, along with
limited members and active board of directors.

I
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Among the many projects to which the Foundation has made a
significant donation are:

~53~i~~

-- Metropolitan Toronto's Civic Garden Centre,
--A rose cultivar research project at the University of Guelph's
Department of Horticultural Science,
--A restoration of the City of Stratford's Shakespearean Garden,
originally designed by Howard in 1935,

E-R HUNTER

three year's
-- A miajor grant, including the cost of the initial
maintenance, for landscaping of the North Court (along King Street)
of New Massey Hall, and
--A pending grant for a series of terraced gardens along the Bloor
Street side of the newly renovated Royal Ontario Museum, to bear
the name of his wife who died in 1940.
More recently, the Dunington Grubb Centre for Studies in Canadian
Historical Horticulture, established at the Royal Botanical Gardens,
Burlington, by the Foundation in 1979, was granted a $150,000
operating endowment. It will provide for part of the salaries of
the staff involved, materials required in documentation, storage,
and procuring materials available only through purchase.

4

THE ARCHIVES

Looking back through the mists of time (and few indeed are the
organizations that can mist time as effectively as the Club) we
find that a display of bookplates filled the two archival cases in
January 1979. Not just any old bookplates; each one had the
distinction of being designed by, or for, a Club member. We were
proud of this collection, gave it a suitable permanent mounting,
and requested that members contribute to its growth. (Unhappily,
the lack of contributions since the display has resulted in a
growth that may be diagnosed as stunted).
But nevertheless we press forward.
In the last NEWSLETTER, there was recorded the desire to initiate
another collection relating to certain members of the Club; this
one featuring Canadian postage stamps and first-day covers.
Inclusion will depend on one or more of three criteria:
(1) a
(3) the reproduction or depiction
(2) a portrait of design by of a work by - a current or former member.

Vj

Because it would be a time-consuming task to put such a collection
together, you can imagine our surprise and pleasure when all the
ingredients were presented as a gift; stamps, first-day covers,
albums for both, mounts, hinges, issue dates, and drafts of
explanatory texts. The modest donor wishes to remain anonymous, but
we think it only right that the membership be told that' his
initials are Sam Sharpe. We are very grateful for such an
acceptable donation and will put it on exhibition during the fall
season.
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COMMENTS BY
CURATOR OF
CLUB COLLECTIONS

F. Bruce Brown recently donated a watercolour by T. W. McLean to fill•
another gap in the Club's collection. Tom McLean was the uncle of
Life Member Ralph Dilworth and was the artist responsible for the
1924-25 Executive List. This painting was purchased through
Herb Palmer after the death of McLean.
Charles Goldhamer has kindly donated four 'Recreational-Educational
How-to-Get-Started Booklets for Members of the Canadian Armed
Services'. They were published by Canadian Y.M.C.A. War Services.
The authors of the booklets were Frances Loring, A. Y. Jackson,
Arthur Lismer and Charles Goldhamer.
Our "wanted" list still includes many Club artists. In hope of
filling more gaps, we will occasionally list some of the missing ones.
The present list includes Arthur Lismer, J. E. H. MacDonald,
C. M. Manly and George Pepper. As reported at the annual meeting,
the collection has grown from 19 works in 1971 to 120 works in 1981.
With continued help we will have representative works from all Club
Artists.

LIBRARY NOTES

Oil Painting, Traditional and New (1959) by Leonard Brooks should
prove of interest to Club painters, whether serious or Sunday. More
than a 'how to' book, it is a course on classical, contemporary and
advanced techniques in painting. Even the non-painters among us will
enjoy the section 'Nineteen artists, their work and comments'. Among
these artists are the names of Cleeve Home, York Wilson, Clare Bicej
L. A. C. Panton and Sydney Watson.
The summer break in Club activities seems a good time to review the
additions to our periodical collection during the past year. Each of
the following publications deals with some aspect of the arts in
Canada; Canadian Poetry Magazine, Exile, McMaster University Monthly,
The Open Bookshelf, Parnasus, Take One, Atropos, Canadian Art Review,
Canadian Life, Continuo, Fuse and Grip. The first six of these are
volume one number one of their respective series.

7a7ymond Priyerin

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

NHHOWARDO

The library has received from John Morrow a welcome addition to the
local history shelf. A Village Within a City is the story of the
Lorne Park Estates. Well designed and illustrated, it tells the
history of those unique 77 acres just to the west of Toronto from
1879 to the present.

Hunter Bishop, Walter Coucill, Norman McMurrich, ]Ray Peringer,
John Scott, William Sherman, John Snell, and Les 'ribbles.
Editor: Howard Gerring. Contributions welcomed. Deadline for the
next issue Friday, October 2.
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October,

THREE TREATS IN
QUICK SUCCESSION

1981

There is still time for you to reserve a place at the Friday,
October 23 Members' Dinner, when new member Michael Bliss will
speak on 'Fred Banting and the discovery of insulin'. Mike is
on a sabbatical to write a book on this subject, and we'll be
given a glimpse of what it will contain, as well as memories of
a former Club member. If you've read Mike's earlier book on Sir
Joseph Flavelle, you'll know of the interesting evening in store.
A year ago the Club held a splendid ceremonial dinner with The
St. George's Society of Toronto to celebrate 60 years of association
between our two clubs. It was a happy affair, and it occurred to
many that it might be repeated periodically. Hence our joint
St. George/A & L Night on Friday, October 30.
The objective of the evening is friendship between landlord and
tenant, so that when we next sit down to discuss a lease, it will
not be between business adversaries, but between friends whose goals
are compatible.
Space is limited for this ladies night event since
each club receives half the allotted places at the dinner, so please
reserve early.
Special entertainment will be provided after dinner by both clubs,
and we will meet at the usual time, 6:30 for 7 c00 p.m. Dinner with
wine $15.00.
And on the following Monday, November 2, a musical treat has been
planned for the first Ladies Night of the month. A piano quartet
made up of three Club members and a friend, will present an evening
of Mozart and Hayden. Members of the quartet are Frank Fusco, violin,
Jacob Loft, viola, Marcel Ray, cello, and David Franco, piano. They
will play a major work for a piano quartet in G minor (K478) by
Mozart, and a piece by Hayden still to be selected.
1
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APPOINTMENTS
TO THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

Three appointment have been made to the Executive Committee in recent
weeks:
Roger Priddle named Treasurer, following the retirement from that
position of William Wingfield

#1
.i
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Sid Bersudsky to serve out the remainder of the term of Wentworth
Walker who asked to be relieved of his duties as a member of the
executive.

York Wilson to replace Franklin Arbuckle on the Executive until the
latter's return from an Italian assignment in January, 1982.

2
ACTIVITIES
CHAIRMEN

A number of members have taken on the responsibilities of arranging
for the varied events taking place at the Club during the 1981-82
year. Here are their names (all would welcome helpers):
Ladies Nights - Lyman Henderson
Minds-on-the-Move luncheons - Peter Hermant
Members' Dinners -

Ted Brock

Bour's Head Dinner - Roly Pincoe, Doug Omand and Jay Manning
Communications - Gordon Carrington and Howard Gerring
Spring Show - John McKellar
Resources Committee re speakers - John Yocom, Marvin
Gelber,
David McCordic
House Committee - Bill Townley
Membership - Hugh Anson - Cartwright
Art Committee - Bill Sherman

Activites - David McCordic
Archives - Hunter Bishop
Library -

THE HOUSE
COMMITTEE

Raymond Peringer

Because of continuing problems (mainly no-shows) the House Committee
has had to establish a new rule:
'no telephone reservations for Club
activities accepted from resident members'.
Reservations must be made
by mail, or in person at the Club.
This rule does not apply to non-resident members who may
make

reservations by telephone, mail, or in person.

If you have been to the Club recently you will have noticed and
perhaps enjoyed, an addition to the regular menu; soup, choice of
sandwich, and beverage, Price $3.00. Just another reason to lunch
at the Club.
3
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Here is a list of future activities at the Club that you won't want to
miss. Make a note of them now,

TO NOTE ON
YOUR CALENDAR

October 23
October 26
October 30
October 31
November 2
November 18
November 25
November 20
December 24
December 30

- Members' Dinner/Professor Michael Bliss speaking on
'Fred Banting and the discovery of insulin'.
- Opening of the Members' Art Exhibition - 8 p.m.
- Joint dinner with the St. George's Society
- Sketching trip to Palgrave (Gordon Peters host)
- Ladies' Night/chamber music concert
- Ladies' Night/David Milne Show
-

Minds-on-the-Move/Phil Lyn

-

(tent.) Members' Dinner/opening of Members' Small
Painting Exhibition

-

Christmas Luncheon
(tent.) Boar's Head Dinner

Minds-on-the-Move dates (tent.):
March 17, April 21, May 19.

Dec.16, Jan.13,1982, February 17,

4
With this issue of The Newsletter we begin a long-term project--that
of introducing all past presidents of the Club. It's going to be
something like the old Saturday movie matinees of 'The Perils of
Pauline', an episodic serial that goes on and on. A questionable
arithmetic calculation suggests that, if past president are introduced
at the rate of six a year and future ones serve two years each, the
then current president will be reached in the issue of April 1989.

OUR PAST
PRESIDENTS

This idea, of course, is not new. Augustus Bridle introduced the past
presidents in his book 'The Story of The Club', and Hunter Bishop read
biographical notes in connection with a slide presentation of all
presidential portraits given at a Members' Dinner in June 1972.
The advantage of using The Newsletter are the fact that it provides
an on-going form for presidential introductions, as well as providing
for the updating or correction of information. As an example of the
latter point: Bridle's book does not list the presidents in order,
the years of service for six presidents are in error, one president
has been omitted, and the book is written in Bridleese. Ron Vickers
is providing reproductions of the portraits; Hunter Bishop is supplying
the brief texts. We start with the first elected president,
W. A. Langton, and it appear elsewhere in this issue.
5
HARVEY E. DONEY

In August, the Club lost a Life Member of eight years--Harvey E. Doney.
He was a medical doctor and a professional musician. He financed his
medical studies by singing at the Uptown Theatre at the time of
Jack Arthur, and also putting on shows at Bigwin Inn when he was
a bell-boy there. He had a fine baritone voice and was soloist at
Sherbourne, Kew Beach and St, Andrews United Churches. At the Club
he appeared in many shows under Napier Moore.

I
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A well-loved general practitioner, he looked after the head injuries
department of the Workmen's Compensation Board,
During World War II
he joined the R.C.A.F.

..... ".

:
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as a medical doctor.

Eight years ago, Harvey suffered a severe stroke that left him
paralyzed on one side, and necessitated his being in a wheelchair,
This prevented him from realizing one of his greatest wishes which
was to be well enough to visit the Club for lunch.
He is survived by his wife,
grandchildren.

JOHN B. HUDSON

Jean, a son,

two daughters,

and

Many friends were shocked to hear of the sudden death of John Hudson
on August 16th. John was 48.
He was educated at Ashville College in North Yorkshire, England, and
became a Chartered Surveyor in Tavistock before coming to Canada in
1957. He was with Gibson Bros., a long-established real estate
company, which became Gibson Willoughby, and eventually was taken
over by A. E. LePage; he was the Senior Lease Negotiator, a field
in which he was very well informed. He leaves his wife Elizabeth,
and two children, aged 9 and 6.

Frank Elliott, a long-time member of the Club died on September 12,
Because of ill health, he had to spend the winters in the south and
as a consequence had not been able to frequent the Club for many of
our activities.

FRANK ELLIOTT

I

Despite this handicap, Frank was able to maintain a lively interest
in music and art, and for over a period of 50 years collected records
and followed the art movement quite closely.

Charles W. Jefferys is a member of that group of Canadian artists
about whom not enough has been written. Part of that gap in our
art history is filled by the current issue (Number 20) of
Northward Journal. A series of articles by Robert Stacey, supplemented by Jefferys' own notes, provide an excellent perspective of
the man and his work.

LIBRARY NOTES

Cote the Woodcarver is another in that delightful series of booklets
on Canadian artists published by The Ryerson Press in the 1940's.
Other titles include: Clarence A. Gagnon, Thoreau MacDonald and
Walter J. Phillips.
7
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library stocks the latest catalogues of various Canadian antiquarian
booksellers. Recent additions include: High Anson-Cartwright, Dora
Hood's Book Room, Huronia Canadian Books, and Canadian House Library.
Outstanding for attractive design among recent publishers' catalogues
is that of Penumbra Press, the book publishing arm of Northward Journal
Communications.
From Arnold Edinborough, we are pleased to receive a suitably inscribed
^copy of his new book The Festivals of Canada. The exuberant narrative
and hundreds of illustrations tell of the early struggles and eventual
successes of our major spring and summer festivals: Stratford, Guelph,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Charlottetown, Banff, Lennoxville, and Ottawa,
The introduction is by Robertson Davies.
Hunter Bishop has donated a copy of The Famous Men of England and Last
Poems by Horatio C. Boultbee, a little-known Toronto man of letters.
This completes the trio of his published works, the other two having
been given to the Club by Hunter many years ago.
Retrospective: Recollections of a Montreal Art Dealer by William R.
Watson is Charles Carter's latest gift to the library. The book is
a collection of art world reminiscences from 1908 to 1972.
Finally, we have received a mint copy of Verse and Verse a book of fun
poetry by former Club member Walter Bowles with illustrations by
Jack McLaren. It is a gift from Ethel Wardropper, widow of Club
past-president James Wardropper. The book is signed by both the
author and the illustrator.

ARTISTS AT WORK

Coming up on Monday, October 26 is the gala opening of the Members'
Small Paintings Exhibition, from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. The bar will be
open, and both members and guests are welcome. If you are planning to
submit work for this juried show, remember this: paintings must be at
the club framed, wired and ready for hanging by Friday, October 23.
Deliver to the Steward, fill out a receipt form in triplicate (including
value for insurance purposes) and keep one for your records.
The final Saturday Sketching/Photographic Trip of the season will be
held on October 31, with Gordon Peters as host. Maps from the Steward,
information from Les Tibbles at 444-5891.
The Life Class will continue to be held on Tuesday evenings until
December 8.
Ladies' Night, Wednesday, November 18 will be a special occasion, when
David Milne, son of the well-known and admiral Canadian painter, will
speak to us about his father. David is presently writing a book, with
co-author David Silcox, about Milne Sr. and is an authority on the
subject of his paintings. On the walls will hang a collection of
paintings, most loaned by the speaker, and the balance from member's
private collection. The A.J. Casson evenings were sold out very quickly
and that suggests early reservations for this event.

j
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An exhibiton of paintings by member Geoffrey Armstrong is being held
at Roberts' Gallery from October 14-24.

I
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And last, but not least, non-resident member Conrad Muschke recently
was awarded third prize in the Canadian division of the International
Water Colour Competition held in London, England. The Canadian
division was sponsored by Rowney Artist Materials. First prize went
to a Quebec painter; second prize to one in British Columbia.
another international note, Os Timmas had two water colours
for showing in INTERART '81, the 7th biennial of international
by the UN organization in New York this past summer. In
sponsored
art,
November (17th-28th) he will have a one-man show at the Gustafsson
Gallery in Yorkville.

Sselected
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THE ARCHIVES

As we were saying in the last issue of The Newsletter, a decision was
made to collect Canadian postage stamps which reflect the work of
Club members; i.e. stamps designed by, reproducing art by, or relating
to members past or present. It is felt that, like our bookplate
collection, the stamps will not only augment our information files on
members, but can be used in future archival exhibitions.
Some stamps are, of course, unsuitable for photographic reproduction
in The Newsletter. Those that are shown in this issue, represent
painstaking work by Ron Vickers. It would seem that a key to the
individual stamps is the best way to identify them; this to be found
on the last page. The Archivest herewith enters a sincere request
that any errors or omissions be brought to his attention.
Our first archival show of the season supplemented the exhibition of
oil sketches by A. J. Casson. The artist kindly lent two very early
oil sketches for display in our cases. On request, Chuck Matthews
lent a great many items from his collection of Casson works. The
confines of the cases made it very difficult to choose representative
pieces, so the final decision on what to show was left to our
undaunted art committee chairman Bill Sherman.
Thanks go forward to all recent donors of material to the archives
collection. Among these are John Scott, who donated the slides taken
in connection with the Spring Revue; Ted Brock, who took the pictures
of Life Members wearing their new medallions; Bill Shelden, who has
Alf Casson
donated miscellaneous photographs and newspaper clippings.
gave a photograph of a very early drawing of a Life Class of the
Toronto Art Students' League; this is of particular interest because
in his history of the League the late William Colgate stated that the
drawing belonged to the Club.

NEWS IN BRIEF

.Jack Wildridge has been elected a director of the Professional Art

Dealers Association of Canada
.Mavor Moore is quoted in the current issue of Artview as saying
"If we (Canadians) want to contribute to the world of culture, we
have to contribute to world daring."
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.Among
S"
members of the 1981-82 Visual Arts Ontario Board of Directors
John is
members Kemp Kieffer, Lyman Henderson, and John Morrow.
also on the VAO Executive Committee as Treasurer.

Iare
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S.Louis Applebaum received an Honourary Fellowship at the recent
Louis later
graduation ceremonies of the Ontario College of Art.
attended the 30th Anniversary Conference of the Canadian League of
His music and that of Murray Adaskin
Composers in Windsor/Detroit,
Both are founding members of
was featured in the opening concert.
the League.
.Malcolm Taylor's book 'Health Insurance and Canadian Public Policy:
The Seven Decisions that Created the Canadian Health Insurance System'
received a favourable review in a recent issue of The Canadian Forum.
.The second anniversay of the death of member Charles E. (Chick) Hendry
was marked by the presentation of awards to six Canadians by the
Lieutenant-Govenor
Charles E. (Chick) Hendry Memorial Fund recently.
John B. Aird gave a reception in honour of the winners in his suite,
and then 200 guests attended dinner in the Great Hall of Hart House.
The Fund was set up by the Lieutenant-Govenor, Spencer Clark Dr. Harry
Ebbs, Elmer Phillips, Frank Stone and others in memory of Chick, and
to present Leadership Awards for Humanitarian Endeavors.
collection of portraits by our
.'Barker Fairley Portraits' is a first
In it Barker discusses each of 50 full-colour
artist
and poet member.
portraits of such well-known Canadians as E. J. Pratt, Robertson Davies
The book is priced at $35.00.
and A. Y. Jackson.
of two volumes about former president of the Arts & Letters
.The first
Club Vincent Massey, and written by member Claude Bissell, was published
It begins with
'The Young Vincent Massey'.
this month under the title
to his days as
Childhood
and
continues
through
his prosperous Victorian
a wartime officer.
Price is $22.50.

.
,
(CANJADA
..

.Honorary Member Robertson Davies has had another book published, one
'The
The title:
that depicts the world of a Canadian university.
two characters take turns carrying the narrative,
Rebel Angels' . In it,
Price
involving academic jealousy, sexual impropriety, and murder!

,meinRyTMs (
.
.

Member Charles Thompson passed away as this issue of The
Newsletter was going to press. We plan to carry an obituary in
December issue.
.Life
S

the

11
W.A.

LANGTON

Langton was an architect who, as a comparatively young man, built
He was registrar
St. Margaret's Anglican Church on Spadina near Queen.
and librarian of the Ontario Association of Architects in 1891 and 1899,
He was a member of the
and served as the O.A.A. president in 1902.
influential Guild of Civic Art, was considered one of the earliest of
Toronto's town planners, and wrote a book 3titled 'Early Days in Upper
Canada'. Among the residences he designed was one for Professor E. M.
Walker at 67 Wychwood Park. Langton died in 1933.

·
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election of Club officers took place at a meeting in early

W

November 1908, at the Palm Room of McConkey's Restaurant. Langton
was elected president after
nomination by Wylie Grier, the artist
who
drew the portrait
of our first
president.
Langton arranged for
Club to move into its
first
permanent quarters, at 36 1/2 King
East above the Brown Betty Restaurant, in September 1909.
Almost unknown is the curious coincidence that the young University
Club and the A & L Club each had quarters in this
building at the
same time.

KEY TO STAMPS
ILLUSTRATED
IN THIS ISSUE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

Philip McM. Atkinson, Hunter Bishop, Ted Brock, William Duthie,
Raymond Peringer, Roly Pincoe, William Sherman, and Ron Vickers.
Editor:
Howard Gerring.
Contributions welcomed.
Deadline for
the next issue:
Friday, December 4,

Canada Goose, designed by Emmanuel Hahn, 1952.
Paper Industry, designed by A. J. Casson, 1956.
Alaska Highway, from a painting by A. Y. Jackson, 1967.
Bylot Island, from a painting by Lawren Harris, 1967.
The Solemn Land, from a painting by J. E. H. MacDonald, 1967.
Summer's Stores, from a painting by John Ensor, 1967.
Vimy Memorial, based on a design by Walter Allward, 1968.
Govenor General Vincent Massey, 1969.
Kluane National Park, from a painting by Alan Collier, 1979.
Healey Willan, 1980.
Christmas, from a silk-screen print
by Syd Hallam, 1980.
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December,

REPORT FROM
THE PRESIDENT

0

1981

For some members, Christmastime at the Club means the singing of
carols and the jolly fellowship and fun of the Boar's Head Dinner.
For others, it means completion of painting, writing, singing,
composing, acting assignments, costuming, or administering. For
still others, it means hours of sorting and hanging, and eventual
removal, of Christmas decorations at a time when hours away from
home are hard to come by. For the Club staff, it means long
extended workdays.
For the Club Executive, and all members alike, it is the time for
taking stock of the calendar year behind us.
In terms of renewed interest in Club activities, it has been a
great year (attendance is up 12% per cent over 1980!). Almost
without exception, our events since the summer break have been
'sell-outs' including our Members' Dinners. Luncheon attendance
in November, for example, was 15 per cent higher than in 1980.
Our membership has reached its constitutional quota in the category
of members, but is well short of quota in the professional ranks.
So get with it chaps!
The situation in respect to renegotiation of a long-term lease,
although brighter in terms of our landlord's stated intentions, is
not firm except that we have been offered a two-year extension on
the present lease which expires on December 31, 1982. A strong
effort will be made to resolve this before the annual meeting in
May.
Due to fee increases and a tightening of budget control, our
operating deficit (compared with this time last year) has been
reduced by 65 per cent.

0

So, all in all, your Club appears to be in reasonably good health
and heart. On that note, we wish you and our staff a happy
holiday season.
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A GREAT SEASON
AT 14 ELM STREET

There have been several outstanding activities at the Club in recent
weeks, and members who were present have been 'lavish in their
praise' of all the events.
Brief reports on four of them follow:
October 7.
It was a great pleasure to attend Leonard Brooks' talk
in the current Minds On The Move luncheon series.
Introduced by
fellow-artist York Wilson, he brought to us once again the reoccurring theme of the Club's unique contribution to the life of our
community over the past 50 years.
He began with an Arthur Lismer experience that set him on course to
becoming a painter; then to his first
contact with our Club, climbing
school of Franz Johnston; and
painting
floor
the stairs to the third
finally to his membership in the A&L by way of his employment in
Eaton's advertising department and another illustrious Club member
Ivor Lewis.
His theme--nostalgia--recalled a critical review of his 'snow'
paintings by Gus Bridle and his subsequent emigration to Mexico for
a further 17 years painting all subjects except snow!
It was in the
Club on an infrequent visit to Toronto that he encouraged York
Wilson to visit him there, to continue one of many and varied
Canadian contacts over the years.
Leonard described his rejection, as well as his official recognition
by the various Mexican governments that culminated in his present
directorship of a school of music for Mexican children, begun and
developed out of his and his wife's personal resources, with a
present staff of seven full-time teachers.
Another dimension emerged as he described his successful authorship
of several books, including two volumes he brought with him and
which he autographed for us.
He offered as well a condensation of
his yet-unpublished, self-illustrated account of the McCarthy years
that resulted in his expulsion from Mexico!
It is obviously impossible to give this painter-musician-author
coverage in these few words, but we are indebted to him for sharing
his passions.
October 23.
Professor of
entertaining
discovery of

Michael Bliss, a new member of the Club, and a
History at the University of Toronto, told us a highly
and informative history of Fred Banting on the
insulin.

This Members' Dinner was a memorable one.
There was a capacity
crowd which included many guests and a more-than-usual number of
doctors.
Mike gave an excellent talk, outlining the events leading up to the
discovery of insulin, and assessing the contributions of Banting,
Best, Collip and McLeod.
He told also of the early tests on dogs and on humans and indicated
the dramatic, indeed almost miraculous, changes in diabetics
resulting from insulin. His material was presented in an interesting

:_
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way, with plenty of anecdotes showing something of the controversy
surrounding the discovery and of the emotions aroused thereby. His
slides included photographs not previously published, and near the
end of the talk he showed a short movie of Banting in his laboratory
(supplied by Chuck Matthews).
Much of the material he presented will be included in two books.
The first, a history of the discovery of insulin, is due for publication next September; the second, a biography of Banting, is still
in the stage of preparation. Reg Haist introduced Bliss, and Harry
Ebbs, with suitable stories of his own, expressed the thanks of the
audience for a most enjoyable evening.
November 2. At this Ladies' Night, we were treated to a concert of
chamber music. What a delight it was to again hear such works in
the Club after much too long an interval.
The performers were: Francesco Fusco - violin, Jacob Loft - viola,
Marcel Ray - cello, and David Franco - piano.
Three are Club members and all are professional musicians who have
either retired or moved, more or less reluctantly, into more
lucrative fields, and who now play just for pleasure. Their
enthusiasm, combined with an appreciative audience in the ideal
surroundings of our hall, contrived to produce a warmth of feeling
impossible to describe in words.
The program consisted of two works: A Trio by Haydn for violin,
viola and cello, and Mozart's G Minor Piano Quartet, K478. The
Keynote of the whole evening was informality--no printed programs,
no harangues, just a short introduction by Bill Osler, the music,
and a thank you by Jim Parr. Just the thing to complement a fine
dinner and good company.
November 18. This Ladies' Night event was outstanding, for several
reasons. It brought out a record attendance, with an overflow of
diners being accommodated in the Lamps Room ... the insurance evaluand several
ation was the highest ever placed on a Club exhibit ...
of the paintings had never been on public view.
It was appropriate that Dr. Bruno Morawetz should introduce David
Jr., having known him since he was a boy, and finally as a
counsellor and canoeing instructor at Camp Ronacka on Lake Baptiste.

IMilne

David proved to be a speaker who captured his audience with his
first few words, and held them completely spellbound throughout his
capable address. He told how David Milne Sr. spent the last years
of his life on Lake Baptiste, and revealed that his cabin remains as
it was in his lifetime.

l~

Few Canadian artists have achieved the international reputaticn Milne
as early as 1913 when he had five pictures in the famous Armory
Show in New York City. He returned to Canada and his works have
a part of our artistic heritage. The 24 paintings on display
Jbecome
\Ic
were hung in a chronological way and traced his career, not only in
the locales where he painted, but also his artistic progression.
S

)
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Milne paintings for the exhibition were loaned by: Mr. Jennings
Young, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gelber, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wildridge,
Mr. and Mrs. Clair Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Chalmers, Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Sumberg, Mr. Blair Laing, Mr. Chris Yaneff, and Mr.
and Mrs. David Milne Jr.

, -
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Because of the interest in this unique exhibition, the Club remained
open on December 4 to allow members and friends another opportunity
to view it at leisure.

LIBRARY NOTES

November has been a charmed month for the Club library: Four
important books, each a major contribution to the literature of its
field, and all related to Club members, have just been published
and copies donated to the Club.
Superlatives seem inadequate to describe The Encyclopedia of Music
in Canada. Consider these statistics: eight years of research by
60 consultants and 400 writers, 1,104 pages, 1.8 million words,
3,162 entries, 500 illustrations--all in one volume. This landmark
in publishing history tells Canadians and the world of our musical
heritage from early folk songs, religious hymns and symphonic works,
to the latest in experimental sounds. It also covers 284 composers,
202 pianists, 83 violinists, 134 organists, 303 singers and 86 conductors. The sizable contribution of the Club to the development
of music in Canada is noted.

*

The idea for this massive undertaking was conceived by Life Member
Floyd Chalmers over a decade ago. Through his initiative and
generosity, along with a grant from the Chalmers Foundation and
public funding, $1.5 million was spent to produce this colossal
work. The Club library is pleased to acknowledge the gift of an
inscribed copy from Floyd.
In The Young Vincent Massey, Claude Bissell pulls together for the
first time the many strands of Canadian history surrounding the
enigmatic personality. The final product is a tapestry interwoven
with Massey interests: business, politics, diplomacy, the arts,
,the University of Toronto--especially Hart House--and, of course,
the Arts & Letters Club, of which he was President in 1920. A
second and concluding volume is to be published. Among the highly
favourable reviews is one by Michael Bliss in the November issue
of Saturday Night and another in The Globe and Mail of October 17.
Claude has donated a copy to the library.
From Burton Richardson and Bill Shelden we have received a copy of
Barker Fairley Portraits--a collection of 50 of Barker's works
painted over the past half-century. The portraits, several of them
of Club members, are accompanied by short commentaries by Barker.
Members will recall it was Burt and Bill who, in 1977, discovered
Barker's poetry and published it in Poems by Barker Fairley.
The final item in our charmed quartet of recent gifts is F.H. Varley,
an authoritative catalogue published by The Edmonton Art Gallery in
connection with the centennial exhibition of this former Club
member's work. This attractively-designed book gives a preview of
--
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the exhibition scheduled to open in Toronto next September. Our copy
is a gift from the gallery in acknowledgement of the Club's assistance
in mounting the exhibition.

HELP WANTED

Jay Manning wants to remind all choristers (and would-be choristers)
that their services will be required for the Boar's Head Dinner on
Wednesday, December 30. If you have not sung in the choir before,
but would like to join, call him at 483-7851 so that you may be
informed of rehearsal arrangements. Voice tests not required!
And John McKellar, the producer of the 1982 Spring Show (week of
April 25 - May 1) would like to hear from skit writers. Call him
(soon!) to discuss topics and formats, at home, 487-1094, or at the
office, 595-1595.

ARTISTS AT WORK

Christmas posters are currently decorating the walls of the Great
Hall, and the additional good news is that all are for sale to the
highest bidders, with a reserve bid of $100 per poster. You'll find
work there by Sid Bersudsky, Jim Birnie, Dick Brown, Ray Cattell,
Alan Collier, Walter Coucill, Yvon Doucet, Reg Haist, Charles Hilder,
John Joy, Gord Laws, John Morrow, Os Schenk, Jack Secord, Bill
Sherman, John Snell, Murray Stewart, Les Tibbles and York Wilson.
The 1982 art season at the Club will open with the annual Members'
Drawing Exhibition on Friday, January 15, and run until February 18.
It's a juried show. There will be an open bar and you are invited
to bring your friends. If you are planning to enter some drawings,
please remember to get the drawings into the Club by January 8, 1982,
framed, wired and ready for hanging. Follow the same procedure as
used in the painting exhibition: fill out a triplicate form available from the steward. Each artist is allowed to submit up to four
drawings.
Will Davies is one of Canada's leading illustrators, and for years
his work has appeared in publications here and abroad--illustrating
a love story, an illustration for candy or a big truck. You'll be
able to see his work in a retrospective exhibition that Will is
putting together for display on our walls from February 19 until
March 16. In addition to being able to examine at close range
various styles and trends of advertising illustrations over recent
decades, and Will's capabilities as a draftsman and painter, you'll
have an opportunity to talk to the man himself on February 19.
You'll want to bring your young friends and art students.
From March 17 until April 24 the work of member Gerald Sevier will
be on exhibition. He is one of our most enthusiastic and talented
artist members, who always sells every painting he shows in our
Annual Members' Exhibitions. He is a past president of the O.S.A.,
a painter, illustrator, designer and artistic world beater with
exhibitions across the country.
From April 25 to May 2, Spring Show decorations will hang in the
Great Hall, after which the Club's permanent Collection will adorn
the walls for the summer months.
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Our roving reporter tells us that six Club members have had
exhibitions recently: John Joy, at The McDowell Gallery, Osvald
Timmas, at the Lowrie Gallery, York Wilson, at the Wallack
Galleries, Ottawa, and Clint Barnett and Les Tibbles in their
homes.

CHARLES THOMPSON

c

Charles Thompson, a Life Member of the Club, died recently at the age
of 85. He was born in Penticton, B.C., where he obtained his early
education. He went overseas with The Canadian Expeditionary Force in
the Artillery where he served under Conne Smythe 1915-1919. After
his discharge, he studied law at the University of Toronto, and
articled under Herbert Lennox. He joined Aylesworth Garden and
Stewart in 1923 and later became a partner. He married Jeanette,
daughter of C.W. Jefferys in 1929, and became a member of the Arts
and Letters Club in 1934. After his wife died he married Anna Benn
who survives him.
Charles' early interests in the Club were in the choir and drama. He
took part in several of the plays put on at Hart House by Club members.
He was a very enthusiastic walker, rain or shine, summer and winter,
from his home to his office, and to the Club at noon hour, and he
probably had a Club record in this respect. He was a very loyal
member of the luncheon group for many years and contributed a lot by
his large repertoire of witty stories and anecdotes. Charles helped
a number of members over difficult times, and when one of the older
artists became a Life Member and mistakenly thought this included
free luncheons, he paid the chits himself, until the member's death.
He will be sadly missed by his many friends.

MORE ABOUT
'NORAH'S ARK'

Word has come down that the waters of the flood will be upon the Club,
and the rain upon it, for four nights: Monday February 1st; Tuesday
February 2nd; Tuesday February 9th; Wednesday February 10th. And
these shall be Ladies' Nights.
And two of every sort shall be brought into the Club.
male and female.

They shall be

And Norah will go into the Ark, and her husband, and their sons, Sham,
Hohum and Joyful.
But upon the earth, which is corrupt, shall remain the Inspector and
his Legal Opinions, for they are the wickedness of man.
And the price of the Ark shall be fifteen dollars.

COMMENTS BY
CURATOR OF
CLUB COLLECTIONS

Ray Peringer recently donated three items to the Club: an aquatint
by W.W. Alexander, and etchings by Owen Staples and Ivor Lewis. We
are very grateful to Ray for his continued interest in the collection.
Our presidential portrait of Vincent Massey by Fred Varley is
included in the important Varley retrospective which opened at The
Edmonton Art Gallery on October 16 and was on display there until
December 6, 1981. The show will tour to the Art Gallery of Greater
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Victoria (Dec.18, 1981 to Jan.24, 1982), National Gallery of Canada
(Feb.12 to April 4), Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (April 23 to May
30), and the Art Gallery of Ontario (Sept.17 to Nov.13, 1982).
Many contributions in memory of Robin Cumine have been received. The
total will allow the purchase of a work which can be suitably
identified in Robin's name. As curator, I was particularly pleased
that Robin suggested donations to the purchase fund in lieu of flowers.
It is people like Robin that make the Arts & Letters Club a special
place.
Some of the Club artists who are still not included in the collection
are Leonard Brooks, Eric Freifeld, Andr6 Lapine and Jock MacDonald.
These and other artists will be considered in future purchase plans.
Gifts, of course, are always welcome.

THE ARCHIVES

"Long years ago when I was young
there was more wall space where art could be hung."
This because, in the early 1920s, our dining hall extended north to
include the back wall of the present stage. Great for the display of
mural panels, which in those days could be hung around all four walls
of the room.
The first man to circle the room with his decorative panels was
Charter Member George Reid, Principal of the Ontario College of Art.
Reid began teaching in 1891 at the then Central Ontario School of
Art and Design, became the first Principal of the College in 1912,
and was to continue teaching until his retirement as Principal
Emeritus 39 years later. In 1944 he donated to the Provincial
Government 459 of his paintings. The centre piece of Reid's all-arts
mural for the Club, completed in 1922, depicted the same Viking ship
which first appeared in the Club crest designed in 1909 by J.E.H.
MacDonald.
The Reid mural--which must be considered of significant historic
worth to the Club--was moved from the north wall of the room to
above the door of the choir gallery; then, in 1945, to a position
of prominence high above the newly created proscenium. A few months
ago it was marked by foam from a fire extinguisher. Fortunately,
our insurance policy provides for the cleaning of the mural and it
will be re-hung in its place of honour.
We break away from this all-too-brief history lesson to thank David
Milne Jr. for lending archival items relating to the exhibition of
his father's work; also to thank: Sam Sharpe for augmenting our
collection of member-related postage stamps ... A.J. Casson for
giving an early photo of a Toronto Art League sketching class ...
Roger Priddle for a hand-carved message to the Executive ... Ron
Vickers, John Scott and Ted Brock for photographs, and Chuck
Matthews and Bill Shelden for miscellaneous items.

.
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The House Committee reports that our Viking ship mural has entered
dry dock to have her bottom scraped, and her superstructure touched
that the fireplace and twin flues have been cleaned and
up ...
pronounced fit for Yuletide logs ... that there has been an increase
in bar ticket prices to six for $4.00. Cash for refreshments is no
and
longer acceptable in order to simplify and speed up service ...
consideractive
under
are
that fire alarm and burglar alarm systems
ation and quotations are now being secured.

j

. York Wilson, commissioned by the Uffizi Gallery in Florence to do
a self portrait, has learned that his work has been accepted as part
of the gallery's permanent collection of Self Portraits.
. Joseph H. Potts, a relatively new member, and a Toronto lawyer, has
been appointed to the Supreme Court of Ontario.
. The appearance of the third volume of the autobiography of Lovat
Dickson sometime in the near future was mentioned in a recent issue
of Books in Canada. Lovat described his feelings with the words of
Walter Savage Landor, "I warm'd both hands before the fire of life;
it sinks and I am ready to depart."

i

. John Weatherseed's Daily Appointment Book for 1982 has just been
published; this year's edition features over 40 woodcuts and
engravings of Canada a century ago, has 120 pages 8!" x 11", a 13month daily appointment book, and shows both Canadian and U.S.
national holidays.
. During the past summer, two articles by Harry Boyle appeared in the
Reader's Digest. The June issue carried an excerpt from Harry's
Memories of a Catholic Boyhood, while the July issue featured his
tribute to Marshall McLuhan.
. Paul Fleck was quoted in the Fall issue of Artviews commenting on
the crucial need to educate art audiences. "We spent the sixties
concentrating on our genitals; now it's time to concentrate on our
eyes and ears."
. Our old stage curtain, largely destroyed by fire some months ago,
is being salvaged and made into 'wing legs' for the stage.
. Regular attendants at the Club will have noticed, pinned to the
downstairs notice board, a very handsome record jacket bearing the
picture of Claude Debussy. This is the jacket of a new recording
of his Etudes played by Life Member Reg Godden and prepared under
the aegis of Harry Somers, one of Canada's foremost composers. It
is not yet on sale to the public but a few copies are available
from Reg at 962-8829 at a price of $12.00. The Etudes of Debussy
are not often heard, either in concert or on records, and this
record will be most welcome to lovers of his music.

SIR WYLY GRIER

The Club's second president--who held the office for the year 19091910 (Gus Bridle's record to the contrary)--was a distinguished
portrait painter. At the time of his Club presidency he was also
president of the O.S.A. (1905-1910). Later he served as president
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of the R.C.A. (1930-1939); mid-way through that decade he was
Knighted. He was a member of the Canadian Authors Association and
of the National Academy of Design in New York.
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MARK THESE DATES
ON YOUR CALENDAR

*

Grier was a Charter Member of the Club. At an organizational
meeting in the O.S.A. Gallery in 1908 he moved that: "The name o:f
the Club shall be The Arts and Letters Club". His punning coat o:f
arms in our dining hall shows stars in the constellation of the
southern cross--this is because Grier was born in Australia. The
central figure of the mushroom reflects the fact that he was
president of the Mycological Society.
The original presidential portrait was done by Andre Lapine. Because
Grier did not like it he replaced it with a self portrait; the Lapine
work is to be found on the west wall of the front hall. In 1946
Grier was made an Honorary Life Member of the Club. He died in 1957
at the age of 95.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Apr.
May

16
24
30
6
12
15
20
29
1-2
9-10
19
26
3-4
17
251

Minds on the Move luncheon, with Philip Lynd
Christmas luncheon
Boar's Head Dinner
Ladies Night with a repeat of the 1981 Boar's Head skit
Tuesday night Life Drawing Classes resume
Opening of the Members Drawing Show
Minds on the Move luncheon with John Fraser
Members Dinner
Ladies Night presentations of 'Norah's Ark' operetta
Ladies Night presentations of 'Norah's Ark' operetta
Opening of the Will Davies illustration exhibition
Members Dinner
Ladies Night presentations of Al Collier's arctic slides
Opening of the Gerald Sevier exhibition
Spring Show

Club closed December 28, December 31 and January 1-3.

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE

O

Hunter Bishop, Walter Coucill, Alexander Fee, Reginald Haist,
William Haehnel, Louis Hartley, Norman McMurrich, Jim Parr, Ray
Perringer, Jack Secord, (sketches of past Boar's Head Dinners),
William Sherman, John Snell and William Townley. Editor: Howard
Gerring. Contributions welcomed. Deadline for next issue Friday
February 5, 1982.

