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SHARE YOUR CLUB.....
When did you last invite a practising professional artist to your Club as your guest at
luncheon or dinner?
Many people of recognized talent in the professional disciplines of Literature,
Architecture, Music, Painting, Sculpture and Stage just have no idea how interesting
your Club can be for an inquiring mind.

*

Make a note, while you are reading this, to call up one of your professional artist
friends or associates and invite him to your Club. Let him feel at home; give him an
opportunity to savour the spirit of the Club and associate informally with other people
who care about the arts. Register him in the guest book where he will be in the
company of many of his peers.
By "sharing" your Club in this way, you can help ensure that the professional life of
the Club will be perpetually renewed.
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto has grown over the past seventy years because
it has provided a creative environment for some of the finest talents in this Country.
Many great advances in the arts in Canada have first been discussed and brought to
life in your Club.
You can also be of immeasurable help in enhancing the present and future strength
of your Club through your active support of its membership objectives.
MEMBERS ' DINNERS
"Architects in Action" on November 24, 1978 was a visually exciting evening as three
of our members, who are professional architects, presented slides with interesting
personal commentary.

*

Hugh Westren opened our eyes to what is being accomplished, not only in Canada but
in other parts of the world, by architects in the large Canadian firm with which he is
associated. In our opinion, rarely, if ever, do we get a glimpse in the news media,
of this aspect of Canadian enterprise on an international scale, competing against
other companies financially supported by their governments.
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Blake Miller gave us an interesting and detailed review of his personal approach to
architectural design for corporate and individual clients. He includes the outdoors as
an integral part of the environment of the building.
Concurrently an exhibition of his
architectural drawings, paintings and three-dimensional designs were on view at the
Nancy Poole Gallery.
Norman McMurrich showed some of his professional assignments and how he and his
associates made the most effective use of space in hospital rooms that far surpassed
the lack of amenities of their predecessors.
He closed his presentation with superb
pen sketches drawn on the spot in Paris and other beautiful cities.
All three gentlemen paid tribute to Burwell Coon and Gordon Adamson, their mentors,
who were present as co-chairmen of the evening. John Snell, Curator of the
Club,
thanked all his professional colleagues for an excellent evening.
"Censorship" on January 26, 1979 was one of the wittiest and most erudite addresses
ever given at the Club. Paul Fleck, President of The Ontario College of Art
presented
this controversial subject with the same sense of precise timing that he
has shown in
Spring Reviews and Faust and Lucy. He emphasized his thesis with apt quotations
from the past and present and hilariously gave p. r. interpretations
of a dust-jacket
blurb.
CHRISTMAS DINNER
In the early days of the Club, the Boar's Head procession "was merely
a sketch at
Court Lane". The "grandeur of the medieval pageantry grew into the
stately spectacle"
in the Great Hall.
The Dinner on Friday, December 15, 1978 was worthy of the great
traditions of the
Club. Those lucky enough to be present dined in splendour surrounded
by a
magnificent flourish of draped banners and under a breathtaking display
of sparkling
design, all dreamed up by Roy Austin and masterminded by John North.
Many
creative members contributed to this glorious effect that was enhanced
by fifteen
circular shields garlanded in holly and designed by Walter Councill
with each
emblazoned with paintings by artists including some of the outstanding painters
in the
Club under the direction of York Wilson, Chairman of the Fine Art
Committee.
The artists were Jim Birnie, Bruce Brown, Ray Cattell, (who also
designed the
handsome program), Al Collier, Walter Councill, Rob Cumine,
Yvon Doucet,
Paul Gauthier, Reg Haist, Ray Hamburgh, Charles Hilder, Gordon
Laws, Jack
Secord, Murray Stewart and York Wilson.
Membersof the choir, under the direction of John Cozens were
in magnificent voice
and joyfully sang to the music of Reginald Godden who played carols,
the music for
the evening and The First Noel.
The President of The St. George's Society of Toronto brought greetings
and his
message of fellowship was greeted with respectful attention.

U
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Following the feast, Hunter Bishop presented a film of the 1965 Christmas Dinner by
Bob Allward and narrated by Sid Johnson. (This was prepared for presentation by
Sandy Stewart).
The film was followed by "An Encounter of a Seasonal Kind", anachronistic fantasy
with book and lyrics by Doug Omand and featuring four famous Torontonians of old
disguised as Ted Brock, Gary Hall, Bill Osler and Terry Wardrop.
A thoroughly delightful evening, under the overall direction of David McCordic, made
possible by the co-operation of many members behind the scenes such as Roly Pincoe,
Yvon Doucet, Jay Manning, Mike Randall and, of course, Guenther and Lisa
Schmedemann and the fine chef and staff.
Incidentally, Chuck Matthews, who raises so much money on behalf of the Club, has
attended fifty-nine consecutive Christmas Dinners.
MINDS ON THE MOVE
Dr. John Grayson on November 2, 1978 showed slides and delivered a fast-paced,
thoroughly fascinating account of his recent six-month visit to the University of
"Nigeria
Ibadan in Nigeria where he had been Dean of Medicine from 1955 to 1967.
Revisted" was an enlightening, educational experience for his audience that included
a number of members of the medical profession. One was heard to comment: "You
Scan readily understand why his lectures are so popular". Dr. Reginald Haist
introduced him in a truly professional way.
Ken Danby, on November 22, 1979 gave a detailed look at his approach to painting
and serigraphy that has earned him an international clientele. He presented slides of
his egg-tempera paintings and brought some twenty-eight progressive proofs of a
serigraph with some finished prints. He held his audience and answered questions in
great detail so all members would understand his objectives and his solutions to visual
problems. He was thoughtfully introduced by Monty Larkin who had invited him to the
Club.
Jack Eastaugh, on December 7, 1978 gave his audience a visual, brief but fascinating
tour of his "Impressions of the U.S.S.R. " .
He described his 17, 000 trip, involving
ten flights, with interesting details about life and customs in that vast territory. He
also aroused the eager curiosity of members of his audience who were also enchanted
by the reasonable rates for the chartered trip. Ted Brock was responsible for
inviting this versatile member to speak on this occasion.

a

Bill Duthie, on January 23, 1979 continued the travelogue approach to the Club by
reporting on his visits to Southern Africa. He described his trips using a map to help
his audience follow along with him. He went to a great deal of trouble to relate his
visual impressions of the various areas that he visited. Al Collier introduced him to
the audience.
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LADIES' NIGHTS
Ladies' Nights are very popular with Club members and their ladies. "Faust and
Lucy" had its world premiere on Wednesday November 15, 1978. So great was the
demand for tickets that a second performance was arranged for the next evening
November 16 and, by popular demand the operetta played to additional enchanted
audiences at the Club on January 17 and 18, 1979 when members of the Heliconian
Club and their escorts were among those present.
The score by Malcolm McGrath and libretto by Jim Parr set the mood for a rollicking
interpretation by Elmer Phillips as Faust, and probably one of the best representatives
the Club could have in the hereafter: Paul Fleck. Jennifer Moore and Joanne Leatch
added additional charm to the evening. Many members of the Club contributed to the
great success of these evenings including Robert Christie who directed and Oxford
McNeill who designed the sets. Cast and audience were in complete rapport and
many said it was a beautiful, jewel-like evening.
Christmas Carols on December 6, 1978 enabled Club members, their ladies and their
guests to enter into the Christmas season with a joyful sound, controlled and directed
by Malcolm McGrath. The evening was a happy one. The charm of the traditional
occasion was enhanced by the choral contribution of three young choirboys and a very
young lady.
PERFORMING ARTISTS AT LUNCHEON
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Anybody who missed hearing Sean Mulcahy on November 7, 1978 missed one of the
most entertaining and informative speakers at the Club. With great flair and charm
he recounted some of his experiences in his profession from the time he embarked
on
his career in Ireland when he was a fine broth of a boy to the present. "Acting in
Canada" was a delightful, spontaneous happening. John Coulter introduced Sean
in
his usual gracious and poetic manner.
Maria Pellegrini had contracted laryngitis on her flight over from Rome and quite
rightly had to protect her voice for her concert on the next night following her visit at
the Club on November 29, 1978. However, her accompanist, who had been travelling
in Europe, played for our luncheon audience a recently discovered work presumably
by Chopin. This was hauntingly beautiful.
Mark Parr, on January 9, 1979, gave us an insight into the life of a clown.
Famed
for his connection with Puck's Circus, he put on his make-up and costume on-stage.
Versatile, the creator of many characters, he concentrated this time on a
Chaplinesque
presentation of an acrobat, performing handstands on chairs and risking
injury by
falling and tumbling right off the stage. After this physical interpretation of
"minds on
the move" he discussed his profession with the audience and answered their many
questions.
U
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VISUAL ARTS SCENE
January 10, 1979 Ray Cattell, President of The Canadian Society of Painters in
Watercolour opened the Society's exhibition at the Club. There was a good turnout
by members of the Club and members of the Society. These opening nights are well
worthwhile and we strongly commend them to all members of the Club. You get a
unique opportunity to meet the artists and talk to them in a relaxed atmosphere of
mutual interest.
A number of Club members were represented in this important show that graced the
walls of the Great Hall and of the Lounge.
A number of our members have had one-man shows in the past few weeks.
MacKay Houston at Roberts Gallery exhibited his paintings that reflect the
contemplation of life in Elora. A well-attended exhibition. At the same gallery, he
and other members of the Club participated in "Artist's Choice" a popular exhibition
that was the subject of an Art Gallery of Ontario tour.
Osvald Timmas had a one-man show of his virtuoso watercolours at Fairways
gallery.

Shis

Paul Rodrick had a continuing show at the Loranger Gallery that presented some of
latest, strongly painted works and a retrospective-like survey of his development
through the years.
SKETCHING TRIPS
FALL 1978 - More accolades for Robin Cumine -energy, obviously!

who has never heard of conserving

Not enough that he is one of the artists and organizers of the weekly Tuesday
sketching classes, which are proving to be enormously popular and successful......
Rob also arranged and hosted several Arts & Letters Club countryside Saturday
sketching trips, over the past few years.
Last Fall - thanks to the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. George Foord, Carl and Betty
Reinke, and Dr. John Scott and his wife Grace - who let a group of kooky A. & L.
artists and wives make their lovely country places their headquarters for a day - a
lot of fun was had by quite a few - and lncidentally some good painting and sketching
was done just as a bonus ! Lunch time vas party-time, with accomplished art items
displayed for general criticism, witticisA• and even admiration if called for!
The 1978 season ended November 25th with a sketching trip to Cataract, and a great
& luncheon at the Horseshoe Inn there. Gord Laws projected some of his excellent
slides showing pictures taken of groups of the sketching trips, as well as some
fantastically-beautiful pictures of unusual plants and scenes from his huge collection.
Another great day!
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The participating group is growing -we can't wait for the next season!
Thanks,

Rob --

(Doreen, too --

it's been opened up for photographers --

and

someone has to organize Rob !) . . . .
- John Secord

REG GODDEN PLAYS HINDEMITH
On December 7 in Walter Hall, University of Toronto, Reg Godden performed
Hindemith's "Ludus Tonalis" which means "Tonal Games". The games in question
are the sort which composers play and the work consists of twelve fugues separated
by interludes in which Hindemith has performed every imaginable contrapuntal trick.
It is similar in conception to Bach's "Art of Fugue" and I wonder whether either of
these was intended to be performed in concert. It is hardly likely to ever make the
"top ten" but it is nevertheless one of the major modern keyboard works and the rare
opportunity to hear it brought out a large and enthusiastic audience, probably mostly
students.
As with everything he does, Reg prepared for this performance with months of
analysis and study and the result was outstanding and drew a well deserved ovation.
The performance was recorded and it is to be hoped that this will provide further

chances to hear it.
- Bill Haehnel

NEW MEMBERS' LUNCHEON
A luncheon for New Members was held on December 11, 1978. This gave members
of the Club a chance to welcome officially those who had become members of the
Club up to that time. You, who have been members for some time will realize how
important it is to make the new members feel at home. Ours is not a club that
requires elaborate initiation rituals or a hat-in-hand approach to older members.
Rather we are an outgoing group who wholeheartedly welcomes fellow professionals
and devotees of the arts. So, please make sure to introduce newcomers to your
fellow members and help them feel welcome around the refectory table.

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS
The Membership Committee reports that several new members have joined our midst
in the past few weeks.

We extend a warm welcome to each of the following members:

Goldwyn French is the present President of Victoria College. A noted historian,
Goldwyn is also the general editor for a series of biographies of the Premiers of
Ontario. Albert Tucker is another historian to join as a new member. Albert has
recently published a book on The Ontario Northland Railroad. He is also the former
V
Principal of Glendon College. Walter Pitman is known to many members as the
President of Ryerson Polytechnical Institute. He is a past member of the Legislative
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Assembly of Ontario and a former professor of history at Trent University.
Two of our members are associated with the CBC. John Rutherford is a television
producer based in Toronto whose credits include news, arts and science programming.
Alex Sheridan is a senior technician and instructer of broadcasting. Alex is the
creative mind behind many of the sound effects you hear on shows such as Air Farce.
Martin Faiers is a new member who has recently arrived from England. A member
of the family which publishes the This England magazine, Martin is in the process
of establishing a This Ontario magazine.
Two non-resident members have joined in the past few weeks. George Hostetter
resides in Niagara on the Lake and works as director of research for Brights Wines.
George graciously helped supply wine for the 70th Anniversary Dinner. John Flood
is an English teacher living in Moonbeam, Ontario. He is the publisher of Boreal,
a tricultural journal of northern Ontario, which in recent issues has featured
drawings of Thoreau MacDonald and A. J. Casson.
Welcome to The Arts and Letters Club !
- David Phillips

THE ARCHIVES
The Bookplates show drew some laudatory comments, for which we are grateful.
On December 23rd, (closing date for submissions), it appeared as though it would
be a meagre show indeed, but with some after-hour donations, and some "beating
of the bushes" by Raymond Peringer, the two display cases were comfortably filled.
We have not space to list the lenders here, but we thank all of them.
Norman McMurrich obtained for archives a fifty-year-old wide-angle photograph of
students and buildings at the summer school of the Ontario College of Art at Port
Hope; he also obtained an early newspaper clipping containing seven photographs of
well-known women painters, all members of the Heliconian Club. Walter
Prendergast has kindly given a pencil drawing of his father Frank which was done by
J. E. Sampson. A magazine insert which shows two decorative panels done by
J. E. H. MacDonald about 60 years ago has been donated by John Scott.
As for recent contributions by the photographers, one scarcely knows where to
begin. We have been inundated by prints, slides and negatives relating in the main
to the 70th Anniversary, Faust & Lucy, and the Christmas Dinner. Sincere thanks
go to Ron Vickers, Howard Gerring, Bill Shelden, Al Collier, Jim Parr, Dick
Also warm thanks to an anonymous
Mastin, Lou Hartley and Chuck Matthews.
member for his gift to Archives of a GAF slide viewer/sorter, which now makes
possible the sorting of slides at the Club.
-

Hunter Bishop
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THE LIBRARY
Leading the parade of latest library acquisitions is The Tangled Garden by Paul Duval.
This long-awaited tribute to J. E. H. MacDonald -- the only member of the Group of
Seven to become Club President -- reproduces some of his finest oils, sketches and
drawings, all woven together by a smooth-flowing narrative history. Of the latter,
the artist's son, Thoreau, has said, "It moves along quietly and firmly, just like my
father's life".
Once Upon A Century tells the 100-year history of the Canadian National Exhibition
from humble origins through brash adolescence to confident maturity. More than one
dozen contributors have produced a book chock-full of history, excitement and
nostalgia.
Horatio-Walker 1858-1938 is the catalogue produced in conjunction with the exhibition
of Walker's paintings at the Agnes Etherington Art Centre, Queen's University. This
informative work by Dorothy Farr is "another in a series of re-appraisals of Canadian
artists who have been important and successful in their own time but who have fallen
out of fashion".
Volume Five of Canada's most ambitious one-man work on the arts joins its four
predecessors on our shelves.
This number of A Dictionary of Canadian Artists by
Colin S. Macdonald covers artists whose names fit between Nadeau and Perrigard.
Volume One appeared in 1967. Rural Roots -- a handsome work by The Junior League ·
takes us on a photographic and narrative tour of pre-confederation buildings in the
York Region of Ontario. Included is an excellent photograph of the C. W. Jefferys
house in York Mills.
As for gifts to the Club, Irma Coucill has presented the library with an update of
The Founders and the Guardians.
Seventy-one drawings by Irma of the Fathers of
Confederation, Governors General and Prime Ministers are supplemented with brief
biographies of these notables. Inscribed by both Irma and Walter, the book was
presented at the December Ladies' Night Dinner.
Mustard in the Mouth is the text of a speech highly seasoned with wit, humor and
anecdote given to the Club by John Sanderson in 1975. A limited edition of a private
press printing of John's speech was made recently and a signed copy presented to
the library. John generously also gave us a number of copies of the book for sale to
members with all proceeds going to the Club. They were sold out almost
immediately.

Malcolm Taylor's recently published Health Insurance and Canadian Public Policy
is a history of our health insurance system, its evolution since 1919, and the seven
critical decisions which gave it its present form. Malcolm has given an inscribed
copy to the library.
From antiquarian book dealer, Hugh Anson-Cartwright, we have received Fifty Years
of Photography by Ashley & Crippen. More than 100 portraits, many of Club members,
illustrate the high state of the art over the years.
The Canadian Conference of the
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Arts has sent along several documents all related to the recently announced financial
restraints by the federal government: The Hard Facts of Arts & Culture, Federal
Cultural Cutbacks, both CCA publications, A Statement of Concern by The 1812
Committee, and Motion and Questions on Government Arts & Cultural Policy from the
federal Hansard.
- Raymond Peringer

COMMENTS BY CURATOR OF CLUB COLLECTIONS
Somewhat belatedly in some cases, acknowledgement and sincere thanks are due for
the following items donated to the Club:
1. "Medicine Lake", oil by Frederick Banting
2. "French River", oil by Frederick Banting
These were a gift from Sadie Cairns, (long time secretary to
Frederick Banting), and were received by the previous curator in 1977.
3.

"Field of Sheaves", oil by Frank Halliday
This was a very kind donation from Leon Katz. Frank Halliday was a
member for many years and we are very pleased to have a work by him.

4. Painted Carved Linoleum Plaque by Thor Hansen
This was a gift from Mrs. Hansen. We would like to thank Jay Manning
for his help in arranging for the donation. Thor Hansen was, amongst
other achievements, Art Director at Gulf Oil for many years.
5. Untitled, oil by Franz Johnston
This was a gift from the family of Horace Corner and is a most welcome
addition.
6.

7.

Untitled, oil by Arthur Goss
This was a gift from the family of Arthur Goss. He is perhaps best
known due to the famous photograph of the Group of Seven taken by him
at The Arts and Letters Club.
"Cranberry Lake", by J. S. Hallam
This was a gift donated in memory of Jim Wardropper by his wife, Ethel.
We would like to thank A. J. Casson for his assistance on arranging this.

A file has been set up for all artist members of the Club, (living or dead), and any
useful biographical material will be gratefully received. A master list of artists has
been made and is available for checking to ensure that no one has been missed!
It is hoped that more of the "missing links" can be found, and anyone knowing of
possible donations should contact the curator. Of the original list of 43 artists in
the announcement in 1971 of the formation of the Heritage Collection, 23 are now
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represented in the Club Collection.
Walter Allward
J. W. Beatty
Arch Browne
Scott Carter
George Chavignaud
R. F. Gagen
Arthur Heming

Works are still needed from the following:

A. H. Howard
Fergus Kyle
Arthur Lismer
C. M. Manly
T. W. McLean
Edmund Morris
George Pepper

A. H. Robson
F. H. Farley
Homer Watson
Horatio Walker
Curtis Williamson

There are others who should have been included in the list, so do not feel that your
donation will not be well received. Our ambition is to have a representative work in
the collection from each club artist member - your help will be greatly appreciated.
We would also be interested in learning about items which may be available for
purchase since there are limited funds available. Other donations are also invited
since it is hoped that in some cases "trading up" can be undertaken so that eventually
there will be one small to medium size "gem" for each artist.
- John V. Snell

THREE LIFE MEMBERS ELECTED
The Officers and Executive Committee of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto were
proud to confer the title of Life Member upon each of these three gentlemen:
Eric T. Heathcote
William S. Milne
Charles A. Thompson
All have served the Club with distinction for many years. They have contributed
greatly to the activities and deliberations of their associates there and have enhanced
the stature of the Club by their presence. On behalf of their host of friends, we offer
sincere congratulations !
TWO MEMBERS ON CHRISTMAS HONORS LIST
The Honors List issued by Governor-General Jules Leger at Christmas announced
that Alfred J. Casson is to be invested an Officer of the Order of Canada and
Charles H. Foss a Member of the Order of Canada.
IN MEMORIAM
Earle Grey, a Life Member of the Club, passed away November in England where he
/
had returned a few years ago. His distinguished career spanned more than half a
century and for two decades he and his wife, Mary Godwin, contributed immeasurably
to the quality of the intellectual and theatrical life of Canada.
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They came to Canada in the late 1930's with members of their theatrical company, at
the invitation of the British Consul-General. They remained here, establishing their
home in Toronto.
Travelling in Ontario and the Atlantic Provinces, they presented plays at colleges and
schools providing the first opportunity for many young people to appreciate the rich
quality of Shakespeare's work.
The Earle Grey players were formed and first presented a play on the terrace of
Trinity College in June 1946.
Later that Summer they performed in Hart House.
Within three years they had established a Shakespearian Festival and a permanent
stage was built in the Trinity College quadrangle.
The Festival's first production was
presented for the Lieutenant-Governor in June 1949.
Their professional appearances
helped stimulate the ever-increasing, post-war interest in the theatre. Canadian
culture remains indebted to them.
The Arts and Letters Club is also indebted to Earle Grey. He directed at least nine
plays at the Club and served, in the mid-forties, as Chairman of the Drama Group.
In March 1945, he issued a five-page statement entitled: "A National Theatre in
Canada".
In recognition of his achievements as actor, playwright, director, radio and television
artist, ACTRA, each year, presents the best actor award in his name.
His two daughters are married to professional members of the Club:
John Snell and Penelope to Francis Chapman.

Jennifer to

Dr. Robert MacKay Taylor passed away in November just a few weeks after receiving
a Distinguished Service Award from the American Cancer Society.
Dr. Taylor was a leading cancer research scientist who taught for many years at the
University of Toronto and was a consultant at The Princess Margaret Hospital. He
was also Acting Medical Director of the Ontario Cancer Treatment and Research
Foundation.
From 1966 - 1974 he was the Secretary-General of the International Union Against
Cancer. Dr. Taylor was also Executive Director of the National Cancer Institute of
Canada and Executive Vice-President of the Canadian Cancer Society.

*
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WHY A MONTHLY LETTER?
This could be a collector's item - a recent March Monthly Letter that follows on the
February one although the mail may hold it up until April.
The ambition of your interim editor is to get this publication on the rails so that he can
turn the controls over to a talented, professional editorial board. While his style has
not measured up to his predecessors, the contributions by informed members have
immeasurably enhanced the quality of the publication. Their by-lines attest to their
creative interest.
Three suggestions have been made to your amanuensis concerning content:

*

~
~
~
~
~
~

I.

Provide a forum for controversial and important art and intellectual issues
thus provoking stinging rebuttals more stimulating than a "simple re-hash of
past events, no matter how important or historic". An example submitted
from the member was entitled: "Governments move wisely in their art
subsidy cuts".

2.

Reprint anecdotes and conversations from current and past refectory table
talk. A mildly Rabelaisian example was submitted.

3.

Emulate an internationally famous, intellectual club by cutting the news down
to practically a sentence for each past event, using lots of photographs of
remarkably prosaic art and setting in type such breathless comments as:
"Would you believe, (famous name), with a moustache? So suave !"
In
fairness, we should report that the issue presented to us was four years old.
The latest one, seen surreptitiously, rambles on happily in typewritten form
devoid of silent screen swoon songs.

Now these three are not the only options.
Let us hear from you. Why do you need
"The Monthly Letter"? Certainly, if you are a non-resident member it's one of the
connections that you have with the Club. Send in your ideas, suggestions and comments.
Jump on us from a great height if you wish. Be anything but indifferent!
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MEMBERS' DINNER
Club
Walter Pitman, President of Ryerson Polytechnical Institute and a member of the
gave an excellent address that held his audience tightly on the evening of February 23,
He gave us some insight into the findings of the Commission on Racism,
1979.
discussing with us how we, as good citizens, should set an example to others. He
described the conflicts that have arisen and the type of individual who perpetrates
Altogether an enlightening and stirring report on our
violent acts on the subways.
changing city and how it is progressing.
PETER HAWORTH'S NINETIETH BIRTHDAY
Life Member Peter Haworth and his dear lady, Bobs Cogill Howarth, were the guests
of honour for one of the most memorable occasions in the Club history. His birthday
dinner was arranged by some of his most distinguished friends in the Club. Held in the
setting of a retrospective exhibition of his work, this Ladies' Night was oversubscribed
with many members disappointed that they could not come to pay tribute to him.
The Master of Cermonies was York Wilson who had helped organize this evening,
flying back from Mexico for the occasion. He introduced Herman Voaden who read
citations from the Governor-General, the Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario and the Prime
Minister of Ontario. Herman, who played a very important part in arranging for the
success of this evening, then presented to Peter Haworth these handsome plaques and ·
scrolls.
Kenneth Saltmarche, Director of the Windsor Art Gallery, and a former pupil of the
Guest of Honor recalled some of the charming memories he had of Peter and Bobs.
Yvonne McKague Housser presented a very amusing and warm-hearted account of her
friendship with the Haworths over the years and gave some interesting glimpses into
their creative approach to life.
Life Member Charles Comfort, Director-Emeritus of the National Gallery, recalled
early experiences, interesting and happy times on painting expeditions and in the Club.
He always has a rich store of interesting anecdotes.
Then Herman Voaden recalled some of the happy memories of long years of friendship
and introduced Peter Haworth, who spoke extemporaneously, warmly and with great
affection to some of his host of friends there assembled.
Peter, with quiet wit and charm covered briefly his artistic adventures that began with
emulating pictures from the old family Bible as a teenager. He mentioned the friendships that he had enjoyed over the years; the joys and spectator-frustrations of
painting outdoors. He recounted some of his amusing and frustrating experiences in the
profession of stained-glass window design that was but one facet of his highly creative
lifestyle.
All this was recorded for posterity by Alan Collier who deserves the gratitude of
on tape speeches
members, archivists and historians for his dedication in preserving
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and activities of the Club and historic events such as this memorable birthday party!
on the wall, pictorial evidence
The paintings and stained-glass window designs glowed
presented
of the creative zest of the artist honored that night. Hunter Bishop
Mastin recorded
concurrently a handsome archival tribute to Peter Haworth. Richard
events on film.
LADIES' NIGHT
to an enthralled
Wallace Joyce, on March 21, presented a superb collection of slides
while
audience. How he can calmly compose spectacular scenes in the viewfinder
precariously positioned over a 2, 000 foot precipice is beyond belief! His photographs
land that
of "The Peaks and Glaciers of Patagonia" depicted a dramatic, magnificent
about
most of us shall never see: soaring mountains, twenty-three mile long glaciers,
with
some
icebergs,
three hundred feet high where they met inland lakes resulting in
their tips over a hundred feet above the surface of the water. The commentary was
low-key and enlightening.
Dr. Bill Swinton thanked Wally eloquently and with deep sincerity. His warm-hearted,
informed tribute was a perfect complement to the photographic presentation.
MINDS ON THE MOVE
of
Vladan Milic, on February 14 presented an interesting, visual report on his Board
overTrade trip to China. He described with scholarly precision and with the visual
of
cities
the
view of a professional architect, the way of life and the environments of
well-presented and
Shanghai, Canton and Peking. A fascinating presentation,
he
organized, it held the interest of all members present at that luncheon. (Recently
of
Association
Ontario
the
of
Dinner
Meeting
presided as President, over the Annual
Architects. )
S. Boyle, Executive Director of Visual Arts Ontario is an articulate
gave an
champion of the visual artists and visual art in Canada. On March 6 he
of
accomplishments
and
objectives
aims,
the
interesting and worthwhile review of
of
members
Visual Arts Ontario. Several professional artists were in the audience,
the Royal Canadian Academy of the Arts and the Ontario Society of Artists that are
of Visual
just some of the distinguished professional bodies represented on the Board
Arts Ontario. Bill donated two very useful reference books to the Library at the

William J.

conclusion of his talk.
An impromptu and delightful Minds on the Move occurred on March 15 when the Club
welcomed Lester Borley, Chief Executive of the English Tourist Board and John
over
Clayton, Administrator, Royal Horticultural Society at Wisley. They had flown
from England to New York on Friday March 9 and had spoken in New York, Boston and
before arriving in Toronto on Thursday when Mr. Borley addressed The
*Philadelphia
Arts and Letters Club.
He was witty, informative and a charming speaker. Following his interesting address
a brief audio-visual presentation of the beautiful gardens of England rounded out the
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luncheon session. George Finalyson, C.M.G., Consul-General, United Kingdom and
Ian Richards, Manager, Canada, British Tourist Authority were among those present

on this occasion.

John Bradshaw introduced the speaker.
PERFORMING ARTISTS AT LUNCHEON

Cary Connor on February 6, an actor from Glasgow, described some of his experiences,
his hopes and ambitions as an actor and as a writer. His subject matter, far from
prosaic, would seem to be fraught with danger. His presentation of such melodramatic
material was, if anything, quite understated.
On March 13 we were treated to a very fine recital by Miss Margaret Schabas, oboist
accompanied at the piano by Mr. Walter Delahunt. Miss Schabas is the second
recipient of the scholarship donated by Dick Blue in the name of The Arts and Letters
Club.
In his introduction Jonathan Welsh pointed out that she comes from a very distinguished
family, being the daughter of Dr. Ezra Schabas, the Principal of the Royal Conservatory
and a graddaughter of our own Barker Fairley. She is also a very accomplished person
for, in addition to her musical studies in Canada, U.S. and England, she is now studying
History of Science at York University.
She played two movements of a Sonata by Handel and the first movement of Mozart's
only oboe concerto followed by a work for unaccompanied oboe by Benjamin Britten
called Narcissus. Miss Schabas plays very musically with a pleasant tone,
Mr. Delahunt coped admirably with the problem of simulating an orchestra on the piano
and between them they provided us with a very pleasant interlude.
The event was brought to a close with a few appropriate words by Dick Blue.
In addition to the performing artists we had as guests, Dr.
Mrs. Barker Fairley and Mrs. Dick Blue.

and Mrs.

Ezra Schabas,

Bill Haehnel
HONORED
Honorary Member, Barker Fairley, creatively energetic, had a highly successful
exhibition of his paintings recently. He is also one those distinguished Canadians on
the Christmas Honors List, issued by Governor-General Jules Leger, having been
invested an Officer of the Order of Canada.
The Music Department of York University announces the establishment of the Reginald
Godden Award to be given annually for outstanding achievement by an upper level
student in any one of the three categories of performance, composition or musicology. ·
This award is made possible by the generosity of admirers and friends of the dean of
Canadian pianists in recognition of his national significance as a performer, teacher

and scholar.
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VISUAL ARTS SCENE
Members of the Art Committee are certainly hardworking and dedicated. Not only do
Club, but they hung an exhibition at the
they put up exhibitions at The Arts and Letters
in our Club who are
Heliconian Club. This exhibition represented professional artists
it
also members of the Royal Canadian Academy of the Arts. A handsome exhibition,
was opened with a delightful reception at the Heliconian Club on February 2.
paintings and
Meanwhile the handsome retrospective exhibition of Peter Haworth's
show included works
stained-glass window designs were at our Club. This stimulating
from the nineteen-twenties to the present, all painted with verve and elan. A truly
inspiring event!
The Royal Canadian
where it scintillates
Committee, and his
Club members with

Academy of the Arts exhibit ion then moved into the A & L Club
at this time of writing. York Wilson, Chairman of the Art
professional colleagues, have certainly been providing their fellow
Congratulations !
visual feasts over the past year.

Gallery Moos. His fluid
Ray Cattell has had a very successful exhibition at the
titles. Ray's exhibitions
paintings are matched in elegance only by their mellifluous
scene.
art
are always one of the highlights of the contemporary
·

night that
Roberts Gallery was so crowded with eager patrons at Al Collier's opening
indication
the windows were literally steamed up. If you thought that this was a visual
and
of a really hot show, you were absolutely right! His paintings, strong, powerful
into
go
must
structurally designed do not betray the intensity and sheer hard work that
the attention they
the preparation. Glowing from the walls they demanded and received
deserved from enthusiastic buyers !
had a
William Sherman, another hard-working member of the Art Committee,
has the freebeautifully orchestrated exhibition of paintings at the Gallery O. His work
traditional
flowing sweep of the twentieth century while retaining all that is good in the
approach to the medium.
Lewis Parker recently had an exhibition of oils, mixed media and charcoal renderings
This artist, who created a mural in the Museum
at the Promanad Gallery in Weston.
of Man in Ottawa, included in his exhibition some of his museum works.
COMMENTS BY CURATOR OF CLUB COLLECTIONS
oldest
We were very pleased to receive a donation from Hartley McNeill, (one of our
members who has probably done twice as much for the Club than any other single
member), of a small oil painting, "Near Penetang" by Frank Denton. Frank has
represent his work.
produced many fine paintings and we are pleased to have one to
paintings are better than his jokes.)
*(His
Some comments were received subsequent to the previous letter regarding donations
in fact some promises have been made which could help the Collections considerably.

However, we still have many gaps to fill.

John V. Snell

-
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THE LIBRARY
Canada A
recent acquisitions is Bartlett's
Prominent among the library's
Purchased in memory of George E. Patton, Club
Pre-Confederation Journey.
member 1928-1975, this book reproduces all the prints of the famous 19th
century Canadian Scenery by Willis and Bartlett with a new text by Janice
Tyrwhitt who has also signed this copy. The author is the wife of
Christopher Patton, George's son. The purchase is acknowledged on the
opening page by the Club crest and appropriate wording, all attractively
designed and lettered by Lou Hartley.
Traditional Arts of French Canada is the catalogue produced in conjunction
with the 1975 inaugural exhibition of the Art Gallery of Windsor.
Photographs and descriptions of sculpture, furniture and silver
distinctively French-Canadian are followed by a bibliography. The 1979
Canadian Almanac & Directory is 1006 pages of almost everything you ever
wanted to know about Canada.
To commemorate the opening of The Market Gallery in St.Lawrence Market
this month, the City of Toronto Archives have mounted an exhibition of
the work of architect John Howard. The catalogue John George Howard 18031890. A Tribute illustrates some of his finest work including Colborne Lodge
and his largest undertaking, the Provincial Lunatic Asylum on Queen Street
West. Guide to the Archives in the Toronto Area is a compact informative
directory of the places which keep things worth keeping. It is produced
by the Toronto Area Archivists' Group of which the Club is a member.
Recent "over the transom" acquisitions include the latest revision of
Canada Council's Aid to Artists, and an information kit on the donation to
Ontario Archives of the massive Horwood Collection of Architectural
Drawings.

Among recent gifts, we have from York Wilson Chinese Architecture, a
profusely illustrated work showing both past and contemporary designs.
Also from York is a booklet Recent Chinese Painting; the Chinese author
inscribed this copy to the donor. Dick Blue continues to supply the
library with interesting items. This time it's Old Varsity in Ashes,
a graphic account of the great University of Toronto fire of 1890 and its
aftermath.
Charles Carter has donated The Covenant in Canada by T.M. Bailey. Charles
was the researcher for this lavishly illustrated history of the 400 years
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. Boreal 11 & 12 from the University
College of Hearst presents for the first time in print the 1930 play
Wilderness by Herman Voaden; this issue also contains a portfolio of
drawings by Frank Carmichael. It is a gift of the Library Committee.

- Raymond Peringer
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THE ARCHIVES

Itcs not often that an exhibition in the display cases generates more
than a brief introduction in the Monthly Letter. But the January showing
of bookplates sparked an interest that led to the decision that the Club
should initiate a collection of its own. As with the display, two simple
criteria combine to determine selection for the collection - plates must
have been designed by, or for, Club members. Some 40 of these items have
been carefully mounted by Raymond Peringer. This is admittedly an
Smith owned
insignificant number when one recalls that former member L.V.
our
that
belief
our
in
cheerful
are
we
some 3,000 bookplates. Still,
members.
Club
by
donations
appropriate
of
infant will grow as a result
t
The showing in the display cases of Peter Haworth s sketches for stained
next year's 100th
glass windows has been followed by items relating to
in this display
lists
two
of
anniversary of the R.C.A. The compilation
members of
were
who
men
deceased
of
is worthly of mention here - a list
who are,
members
R.C.A.
living
of
both the R.C.A. and the Club, and a list
R.C.A.
the
about
items
three
are
or were, Club members. Also, there
taken from early Club publications.

XXX XXX

York Wilson has given four old copies of C.N.E. catalogues in order to
fill some missing years in our collection; this is greatly appreciated.
Of course, it is always hoped that mention of such gifts will move other
members to offer appropriate pre-1940 items such as catalogues, programmes
or photographs.

-

Hunter Bishop
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PRAY TELL:

WHAT IS THE A & L?

The A & L is a company of kindred spirits, from many disciplines, united
in a creative
enjoyment of the arts. It is a state of mind, a bridge of understanding
between
generations and between those who practise and those who actively
support the arts.
The A & L quickens the
rather than a legendary
who follow through with
stimulating exchange of
xou, of the A
participate in
similarities.
activities and

mind and sharpens the intellect. It is rejuvenating, a spiritual
fountain of youth. It is a happy assembly of conversationalists
creative zest rather than talking their dreams away. It is a
ideas - "not just another world, but the real world".

& L, cherish you individuality, your friendships, your opportunities
to
intellectual, happy discourse. Cherish your differences and your
Above all, cherish your ability to contribute, in your own way,
to the
to the growth of your unique Club!

THE ROYAL CANADIAN ACADEMY OF THE ARTS
The Members' Dinner on March 30 was well worth a flight home
to freezing Toronto from
a three-day visit to the Gulf of Mexico. What a stimulating and
rewarding evening!
Cleeve Horme orchestrated the program and led off with a
witty and carefully researched
review of the early years of the Academy. He focussed the attention
of his audience on
the creative role played by Members of the Academy throughout
the history of our Club.
His keynote address was an impressive prologue for the balance
of the evening.
Alfred J. (Cass) Casson recalled his early days in the Club
and his long association with
the Academy and the A & L. He always can bring up fresh
and interesting anecdotes from
the wellspring of his infallible and inexhaustible memory.
Franklin (Archie) Arbuckle then took over with an amalgam of
happy reminiscences of the
past and thoughtful analyses of present and future aims of the
Academy. This was an
iformal and extemporaneous transition to the visual presentation
that followed.
Al Collier commented, with trenchant cheerfulness, on his selection
of slides of
Academician members of the Club. Taken over the years,
these amusing and off-guard
photographs were visual proof that the artist includes in his array
of accomplishments a
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superb talent for candid photography, in the best sense of the phrase.
Many Academicians graced the Head Table with their presence and the walls of the
Great Hall and the Lounge with their paintings. A jewel of an evening - vibrant with
visual and verbal colour - a present to all assembled there from four Club members,
including a Past-President of the Club and Past-Presidents of the Academy. Four
famous figures whose combined years of membership in The Royal Canadian Academy
far exceeds the century that the Academy will celebrate next year.
MINDS ON THE MOVE
Pat Hume, immediate Past-President of the Club, played to a delighted luncheon
audience on April 4 when he combined his witty theatrical talents and his academic
knowledge in a discourse on "Computers in Your Future".
Any Scrooge carried over from the Sixties, a believer in folding, punching or stapling
computer cards, would have been immediately won over by Pat's light-hearted approach
to the devices that increasingly make life easier for all of us.
Our Director of the Computer Sciences Department at The University of Toronto
recounted how he had almost literally fallen into computers as a young physicist. He
traced the development of the science, the electronic equipment and his professional
involvement with them. He taught us to stride merrily into the future rather than to
creep warily. An altogether informative and totally enjoyable session!
THE AR CHIVES
The display cases in the lounge now contain a very interesting exhibition which
summarizes the founding and growth of the Canadian Opera Company. The documentation being presented reveals that the company's origin may be said to date back to
1928 ! Early letters give an indication of the work, dedication and conniving required
to give effective support during the formative years.
Although our displays have drawn from outside sources on a number of occasions in
the past, this is the first time that an entire archival exhibition has been imported.
We are indeed grateful to Mrs. Joan Baillie, the Opera Company's archivist, for
choosing all the material now on display.
Cleeve Horne has made an important contribution to our archives - it is a bound copy
of the typed manuscript of the history of the Royal Canadian Academy, prepared in
1934. Cleeve has also given a dozen reprints of early articles written by former
member M. O. Hammond. An additional welcome gift is a small framed copy of
Arthur Lismer's "in Club" drawing entitled "The Knockers' Table"; this was obtained
from Mrs. L. C. Powell through the kind offices of Bill McCoy.
Recently the Art Libraries Society of North America held a week-long conference in
Toronto. A full-day attendance proved valuable in a number of ways, not the least of
which was a contact which resulted in our obtaining a copy of the rare first issue of
Canadian Journal of Art History.
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Frank McKeown is now providing a most valuable service to archives. With the aid of
new italic script pen he is lettering identifications under photographs in the
rchives book. John Cozens has at the same time been entering large numerals to
mark the beginning of each calendar year.
This much appreciated work gives the
desired finished appearance to the contents of the record books.
- Hunter Bishop
THE LIBRARY

In the library's expanding section on men's private clubs, we have two new additions to
report. The History of the Vancouver Club gives a detailed account, including
financial, of the founding and growth of this west coast club. British Clubs by Bernard
Darwin sketches the history of men's clubs in England from their murky origins in 17th
century coffee houses through to World War II.
Lorne Pierce - A Profile by C. H. Dickinson recognizes the work of this outstanding
Canadian and former Club member. As editor of The Ryerson Press from 1920 to
1960, Pierce encouraged young writers, stimulated interest in Canadian history and
championed national unity. Whitaker's 1979 Almanack with its 1, 200 pages of almost
everything joins similar works on the reference shelf.
The gifts department had been especially busy of late. Chuck Matthews has donated
&ine books, most of them signed by their authors.
They are: C. W. Jefferys by
illiam Colgate, J. W. Beatty by Dorothy Hoover, The Romance of Ontario by J. E.
Middleton, The Moro River & Other Observations, poetry by Charles Comfort,
I Have Seen Quebec by Marius Barbeau, Painting & Sculpture in Canada by M. O.
Hammond, Toronto The Capital of Ontario etchings published by Rous & Mann, the
O.S.A. 75th Anniversary Catalogue and the April 1945 issue of The Studio.
A. J. Casson has donated On Books & Reading, a 1954 address by Vincent Massey to
the anniversary dinner of The Ryerson Press. From A. M. "Kirk" Kirkpatrick we
have received six art books including The Beaverbrook Art Gallery Catalogue.
Mooskek Reader is a collection of articles, poetry and graphics all with a Northern
Ontario flavor and edited by new member John Flood. This was a donation of the
Library Committee.
- Raymond Peringer
THE TORONTO CONSORT
The April Ladies' Night on April 11 featured a programme of 16th and 17th century
music performed by the Toronto Consort, a group of six musicians who, like true
renaissance men and women, displayed a multiplicity of talents, alternating between
singing and playing on a variety of instruments of the period. The uniformity of style
inherent in a programme drawn from a particular period was offset by the diversity
n the n-z-.ber and composition of the performers in various works, going all the way
from a six part madrigal, sung a capella, to a Morris dance for pipe and tabor, both
played sirr.l:aneously by a single performer!
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The programme consisted of three groups each containing several short numbers,
mostly in a lighter vein. The first group was Italian, the second and third English
from the periods of Henry VIII and Elizabeth respectively. Included in the middle
group were three works attributed to Henry and showing him in one of his rarer more
amiable moods.
Many of the numbers were preceded by short explanatory introductions
by various members of the group and at the end of the concert members were invited to
examine the instruments which included viole da gamba, recorders and krummhorns.
In his concluding remarks Ted Brock expressed the hope that this was only the first of
such events, a feeling which I am sure was shared by everyone present.
- Bill Haehnel
PERFORMING ARTISTS AT LUNCH
The guest artist on April 17 was Miss Ofra Harnoy, cellist, the first winner of the
Arts and Letters Scholarship donated by Dick Blue.
This was Miss Harnoy's second
appearance at the Club and, after hearing it, I am sorry that I missed the first.
The programme consisted of three numbers: Sonata by Locatelli, 2nd movement;
Bourees 1 and 2 from Bach's 3rd suite for cello; Zapateado by Sarasate arranged for
cello. She was accompanied at the piano by her mother for the first and third numbers.
The second was unaccompanied.
Miss Harnoy produces a fine tone with good intonation and, particularly in the Sarasate,
gave a quite dazzling display of virtuosity. To do this at the age of fifteen is quite
remarkable and everything points to a very promising career for her.
The artists were introduced by Jonathan Welsh and the meeting concluded with a few
words from Dick Blue.
- Bill Haehnel
COMMENTS BY CURATOR OF CLUB COLLECTIONS
An extremely important and much appreciated gift has been received from Bruce
Pierce. Bruce has very kindly donated two works:
1.

"Grove of Shade Trees", watercolour by Thomas Garland Greene.
This fine work
was included in the exhibition "Fifty Years - The Canadian Society of Painters in
Water Colour 1925-1975" at the Art Gallery of Ontario and was painted around
1920.

2.

"Woodland Pasture", oil by Curtis Williamson. This is our first acquisition of
Curtis Williamson's work and fills one more of the gaps in our collection.

We are extremely pleased with these items. By actual count there have been almost
200 artist members of the Club, (193 including present members). This gift brings
our total to 57 artists represented in the Club collections.

-5-

A meeting of the Selection Committee - A. J. Casson, Alan Collier and Jack
[ildridge - was held on March 15, 1979 and three works were juried into the
leritage Collection":
- "End of the Quay, Cleggan, Eire" by Adrian Dingle
- "Muncho Lake" by A.

Y.

Jackson

- "Woodland Pasture" by Curtis Williamson
In addition, a number of items were accepted for the Club Collection including:
- "Viking Prows" by Thor Hansen
- "Cranberry Lake" by J. S. Hallam
- "Redstone Lake by Arthur Goss

- "Portrait of W. W. Alexander" by Ivor Lewis
- 15 small works by Charles Comfort
- "Grove of Shade Trees" by T. G. Greene. (This work may be moved into
the Heritage Collection at the next meeting.)
All of these works and any other recent acquisitions will be included in a show around
the time of the Annual Meeting. The Club Collection is growing into a collection that
we can all be proud of.
- John V. Snell

*

LOST
DR. HEALY WILLAN LIMERICKS
Anyone knowing the whereabouts, or can recall the favourite limericks of Dr.
Willan,
please phone Harry Somers, 964-2144 or 962-0797, or write them down and send
to
Harry Somers, 158 Douglas Drive, Toronto M4W 2B7.

To honour the memory and celebrate the happy spirit of Dr. Willan, Harry
Somers
wishes to set Dr. Willan's favourite limericks to music for presentation at the
1980
Guelph Festival in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Dr. Willan's
birth.
HONOURED
The 1978 Toronto Drama Bench award for distinguished contribution to
Canadian
theatre was given to Life Member Floyd Chalmers for his sponsorship
of the Chalmer
Play Awards.
Harry J. Boyle has been elected to the Canadian News Hall of Fame.
Associated with
the CBC for many years he was Chairman of the Canadian Radio-Television
and
Telecommunications Commission until his retirement in 1977.
John Coulter, Life Member, is to be the recipient of honorary membership in the
-sociation
for Canadian Theatre History. This recognition will be made at the
Association's Annual Conference which is to be held in Saskatoon
on May 24th.
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HELICONIAN HIGHLIGHT
St. Patrick's Day and Sean Mulcahy combined with an invitation to dine at The
Heliconian Club was irresistible to many A & L members and their ladies.
Sean created great waves of happiness as he told his large audience "How to Succeed
in Show Business Without Being Trying". An enchanting evening enhanced by a
spontaneous and delightful dialogue between Angela Fusco and Sean based on the
writings of a famed Irish playwright.
VISUAL ARTS SCENE
Franklin Arbuckle presented a handsome exhibition of paintings of Ontario, Quebec,
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland at his exhibition at Roberts Gallery. His work has a
freely-brushed spontaneity with firm control of the forms. His faithful interpretations
convey the mood and atmosphere of the scene bathed in light and glowing with broken
color.
Jim Birnie, at the Eaton's Art Gallery was represented by his new paintings of the
Yukon, Dawson City and Ontario. Jim has a quiet, contemplative approach that
conveys his joyful impressions of nature through brush and palette knife.
Murray McCheyne Stewart's recent works were well received in two simultaneous
exhibitions: one at Eaton's Art Gallery and the other in Vancouver.
Murray has a
vigorous approach to oil painting, with vibrant impastos; a flowing wet-wash treatment
in watercolour and acrylics that are handled with the same artistic flair.
IN MEMORIAM
William S. Milne passed away early in April just a few months after he had been
elected a Life Member of The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto. He was a retired
teacher of Northern Secondary School who had guided generations of students.. He had
the innate ability to inspire others with a deep and abiding interest in literature and the
theatre.
When the theatrical scene in Canada was somewhat murky and obscure, Billy was
of the truly shining lights who encouraged the development of the theatrical arts in
face of formidable financial difficulties.
Over the years he contributed creatively
the development of the Canadian theatre. He earned the praise of critics and was
recipient of distinguished awards. He had a prominent role in the history of the
theatrical life of the Club and was a keen participant in plays and revues there,
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto will be closed for four weeks of holiday commencing
after luncheon on Friday, July 20 and reopening for luncheon on Monday, August 20.
This year, again, we have reciprocal dining arrangements with the
Toronto. You can have luncheon or dinner there for the first three
closed. Both the University Club and our Club will be closed at the
commencing August, 13.
(The University Club will be closed from

University Club of
weeks that our Club is
same time for the week
August 13 until August

25).
Ask Margaret Wulff, Office Administrator of the Arts and Letters Club, for a pass card
with a number assigned to you so that you may charge your meals at the University Club.
Please reserve and pick up your pass card now before our Club closes for holidays.
MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP
Many of you have heard the beautiful recitals by the past winners of The Arts and Letters
Club Music Scholarship established and funded by Dick Blue. (The current winner is Sam
Wong).
Now you have an opportunity to participate in further funding of The Arts and Letters Club
support to students. Dick Blue at the Annual Meeting called upon Club members to
contribute to such a fund and he generously stated that up to a certain limit he would match
donations by his fellow members. A number of cheques were presented that evening and
more have come in.
This generosity is really the Club in action; another way to make our presence felt in the
creative community. If you want to help and encourage young people of talent, please send
your cheque payable to The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto with a note in the corner
"Music Scholarship Fund".
STHE

SPRING REVIEW

This year's Spring Review really transported enthusiastic audiences "Away From It All"!
Truly one of the great shows in the Club's history of great productions the review sparkled
with the enthusiasm of people having a happy time entertaining others.

All the unselfish spirit of Club members is focussed on the planning, the composing,
the scripting, the scene-painting, the rehearsing, the playing, the singing, the dancing
and the acting. Really it is a miracle how the show is put together in the spare time of
so many busy people and presented with such polished poise. All that happy effort for
one highly successful week - where else in show business does this happen?
So many people worked so energetically and with such dedication that it would be
impossible in the space of this brief publication to do justice to their contributions.
The performers on stage carry the happy responsibility of pleasing the packed houses,
but the success of the show also depends on the co-ordinated and successful efforts of
many people with a variety of talents: some who were backstage, others who designed
the environmental decor in the Great Hall and created and painted panels, some who
manipulated the lights, took tickets, tended bar, waited on tables, tidied up, arranged
the tables, in short, who have performed so many tasks to enhance the enjoyment of
others directly, or indirectly, in unseen ways.
Would all those who participated in any way please forgive this amanuensis for not
publishing names. To mention some would perhaps unintentionally slight others
equally deserving.
All the happy spectators are indebted to all those who have done so much to enhance the
enjoyment and stature of the Club. The printed program listed a Who's Who of those
members who participated so effectively.
THE ANNUAL MEETING
Members jammed the Great Hall for an Annual Meeting that was certainly participatory!
One member of both the Club and that most legal of professions suggested that it would
be a capital idea to play the tape of the proceedings, suitably edited of redundancies, on
the CBC national network or at least during a future Spring Review.
The humour, intentional and unintentional, crackled and snapped as members exchanged
comments, made suggestions, proposed motions, offered amendments, and generally
swung into action. Confusion reigned, was dethroned and reigned again. Oh Mother of
Parliaments has it come to this ! What a way to follow the singing of the Constitution by
the choir led by John Cozens! Afterwards the debates subsided, the members like
happy cricket teams converged on the Club's fountains of youth to refresh their spirits
before dining.
Following dinner, they listened entranced as Jonathan Welsh in "Letter to the West
Wind" presented his text of a poetic, deeply moving monologue with music and lyrics
by Douglas Barnes and "Canoe Lake" by Dennis Tourbin. These young men responsible
for this fresh, creative approach to some aspects of the life and times of Tom Thomson,
received the standing ovation that they truly deserved.
(We understand that a limited
edition recording will be made available to Club members).
A special tribute should be paid to John Grayson who designed and crafted a lectern for
the Club. Resplendent in a variety of woods, it had its baptism of fire at the Annual
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Meeting. Its microphone carried to the members the names of those who had
volunteered to serve their fellow members
Officers: President, John Morrow; Vice-President, Norman McMurrich; Associate
Secretary and Counsel, Ernest Newson; Secretary, William Osler; Treasurer, Bill
Wingfield.
Executive Committee:
Activities Committee - Chairman, Paul Fleck; Vice-Chairman, John North.
Art Committee - Chairman, Alan Collier; Vice-Chairman, York Wilson.
Communications Committee - Chairman, Malcolm Taylor; Vice-Chairman, Harry Ebbs.
House Committee - Chairman, Douglas Omand; Vice-Chairman, Tony Muntzer.
Membership Committee - Chairman, Vladan Milic; Vice-Chairman, David Phillips.
Planning Committee - Chairman, Arthur Gelber; Vice-Chairman, Robert Christie.
We want to underline the word volunteers. All the members who have accepted the
portfolios above need the help and advice voluntarily given by fellow members. Respond
enthusiastically or volunteer your services on their committees. Especially welcomed
are suggestions for speakers for luncheons, members' dinners, ladies' nights and
performing artists at noon.
The Club has quite a number of members who are enthusiastic audiences and excellent
spectators. Let's translate your knowledge and talents into positive action and
recommendations to enhance the enjoyment of the Club for you and your colleagues.
THE ARCHIVES
An unfortunate sense of timing resulted in our collection of old Club Revue programmes
being put on display two weeks after this year's Spring Revue ended. We hope to atone
in part by leaving this interesting exhibition up until summer-closing time.
The search for early Revue programmes went on for many years, but there is now one
to be seen from each of the 14 Revues produced between 1930 and 1948 inclusive. As
stated in the explanation accompanying the display, the show should bring a nostalgic
tear to the eyes of all those who served under Napier Moore in these campaigns.
The Club is the grateful recipient of a gift of items from the estate of Basil Morgan.
This actor of noted ability played leading roles under the direction of Roy Mitchell in
both the early days of the Club and of Hart House Theatre. Among the items were
programmes of early experimental plays as well as photographs of Morgan and of
Mitchell. The donor of this welcome gift is Mrs. John Phillips, daughter of Basil
Morgan.
- Hunter Bishop
WANTED - FROM SUMMER COTTAGES

It may well be that a few members retire to turn-of-the-century family cottages where
rainy-day reading still includes magazines favoured by grandparents.

The titles of
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such publications might include The Canadian, The Rebel,

The Lamps,

Courier, Construction, and Saturday Night.

The Canadian

All of these titles carried articles or illustrations done by early Club members.
Anyone who would care to donate one or more issues from these titles, dated between
1900 and 1920, would be assured of making a worthwhile contribution to the Club.
Contact Hunter Bishop.
THE LIBRARY
Some mention has been made in these notes recently of the publication Bor6al edited by
by John Flood. In addition, John has now taken over the publication of this journal of
northern arts; he has re-named it Northward Journal. The first issue, numbered 13,
currently on display in the library, contains a portfolio of drawings by Carl Schaefer,
also sections on drama, travel and books all from a northern point of view.
The Art and Pictorial Press in Canada, produced by the AGO in conjunction with a
recent exhibition, is the first comprehensive survey of more than 150 years of
Canadian art and pictorial publications.
Well indexed and illustrated, the book consists
of essays and checklists of this culturally important subject. The Symons Report and
Canadian Archives is an occasional paper in which the Association of Canadian
Archivist outlines the direction the administration of Canadian archives should
take.
The gifts department has received an inscribed copy of The Unseen World, the latest

work of I. B. "Dick" Lucas. Using the Socratic method, Dick helps us peer into the
"unseen world of nature and beyond". The striking jacket design is the work
of Yvon

W

Doucet. We have also received a copy of the Secretary of State's Cultural Policy.
In
the light of the recent elections, any change in government policy with
regard to the
arts will be noted with interest.
An anonymous member has donated a copy of the Program of the Testimonial
Dinner

for the late Charles Peaker on the occasion of his retirement as organist
of St. Paul's
Church in

October 1975.

This copy, embellished with the signatures of some of the

dignitaries present, presents a fitting tribute to this great man of music.

John Flood,

(see above), has given us a copy of issue Number One of Boreal.
This makes an
excellent addition to the Club's special collection of Volume One
Number One of

publications dealing with any of the arts in Canada.

-

Raymond Peringer

Dick Lucas has kindly donated copies of his book "The Unseen
World" to be sold to
members with all proceeds to go to the Club Library Fund. A generous
gift!

COMMENTS BY CURATOR OF CLUB COLLECTIONS
Another magnificent gift was received recently - this time from a
non-member.
Dr. T. F. Nicholson, who is a friend of Reg Haist has very
kindly donated four works
by his uncle, Fred Brigden.

f
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1. "Stoney Creek Toll-Gate", pen and ink, September 9, 1891.
"Study at Art League 1896", monochromatic watercolour.
2.
". "The Ramparts, Amethyst Lake", watercolour.
#4
"In Quebec", watercolour.
We would like to thank Reg for his part in this most welcome donation. These beautiful
works have just been framed and are included in the show of new acquisitions which
opened at the time of the Annual Meeting.
A definitive list of Club artists is in the process of being produced. Hunter Bishop and
Ray Perringer have assisted in the research on this. The list will include all artists
whose work should be represented in the Heritage and/or Club Collection. We hope
that members of the Club will continue to assist us in obtaining more items to represent
these artists.
- John V. Snell
MINDS ON THE MOVE
Louis Applebaum, Executive Director of the Ontario Arts Council, shared with his
Club colleagues some challenging thoughts about the arts and public, private and
corporate funding. His luncheon presentation on May 29, entitled "The State/Arts" was
effectively supplemented by audio-visual coverage of the increasing support for the arts
over the years by The Ontario Arts Council. He also stressed the importance of the
*rivate
sector in enhancing the stature of the arts in our communities.
This excellent address by a distinguished musician, composer and administrator, closed
the Minds on the Move series for the Spring. Appropriately, Sammy Hersenhoren, who
started off the Fall series of Members' Dinners last September, thanked him warmly
on behalf of the Club.
HONOURED
The recent honours list selected by the Governor-General Edward Schreyer included
Murray Ross, President Emeritus of York University, who will be invested as an
Officer of the Order of Canada.
A few days after Louis Applebaum addressed the Club, the degree of Doctor of Letters,
honouris causa, was conferred upon him by the Chancellor of York University. He
was praised for his ability to wear both the mantle of the artistic creator and that of
the creative administrator. Termed a Canadian Hayden he was also cited for his
accomplishments as a composer: over 400 scores for film, television, theatre, ballet,
the symphony, the chamber group and the soloist.
At the same convocation at York University, an Honorary Doctorate degree was
conferred by the Chancellor upon Franc Joubin, a distinguished member of our Club.
aHe was lauded for his high level of scientific competence in mineral exploration in
*anada
and abroad and for his vigilance in recommending safety plans well over a
decade before others had called for such measures. His world outlook and his work in
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Program were recognized.
fifty nations with the United Nations Technical Assistance
to the
He was described as a man of wisdom and aesthetic taste who devotes himself
service of his fellow human beings throughout the world.
At the Spring Convocation at Queen's University, an honorary Doctorate degree was
conferred upon Humphrey Carver by the Chancellor. Humphrey Carver is a
distinguished Life Member of our Club who resides in Ottawa.
At a dinner in the Great Hall at Hart House, Arthur Gelber was presented with a 1979
Honourable Pauline
Dipl8me d'Honneur Award by Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, The
McGibbon. This award from the Canadian Conference of the Arts is further
recognition of Arthur Gelber's great contribution to the arts in Canada.
Honorary Member Eric Arthur was the guest of honour at a tea held by the Toronto
Branch of the Architectural Conservancy. He was honored shortly thereafter when he
was introduced from the Speaker's Gallery at the Ontario Legislature when copies of
his book "From Front Street to Queen's Park" were presented to all 125 MPP's.
The Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, on Saturday June 30, presented to John and
Winifred Cozens an album of full-colour reproductions of the many scrolls and
calligraphic inscriptions that he has designed as Protocol Director, for distinguished
The Ontario Minister of Education, Dr. Bette
visitors to Queen's Park over the years.
Stephenson, presented the couple a scroll in honour of their Fiftieth Wedding
Anniversary. This scroll, accompanied by a letter from the Prime Minister of Ontario,
was originally designed by John Cozens for official presentations on such happy occasion,
over the years. A large number of friends were present at All-Souls' Anglican Church
to honour the Cozens at this reception. John, who is remarkably versatile, has led the
Club choir for many years and conducted the music for Spring Reviews. He designed
the Award Scroll that Harry Boyle recently received when he was elected to the News
Hall of Fame.
VISUAL ARTS
The Art Committee has some excellent exhibitions lined up for the Club Fall season,
Further
starting with a one-man show by D. MacKay Houston opening in September.
details in the next letter.
Paul Rodrik presented a series of exhibitions in the Loranger Gallery: Labrador North,
(the Eastern Arctic), Beyond the City, (a 43-year retrospective) and the Pageant of the
Human Puppet in which he completely abandoned landscape to "develop a code of
expression and recognizable symbolic gesture, a body of unified work revealed by
intra-interpretation".
Roy Austin had a one-man exhibition at the Wayne Gallery in Windsor. The Windsor
Star published an interesting biography of Roy, commenting on his professional
accomplishments over the years.
Club member Peter Aykroyd has been instrumental in the founding of a new and
flourishing professional theatre company called Arbor Theatre Company. Located in
Peterborough, Arbor will present its first season this summer at Wenjack Theatre on
the campus of Trent University. Four plays are in store for members with a summer
residence in the Kawartha District from July 10 to September 2.
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THE SPIRIT OF THE CLUB
Over the past seventy years, the spirit
of the Club has been described in
glowing terms.
Rightly so, because this
creative spirit
has often been a
acon to many in a sometimes workaday world.
eire is a place that is a refuge and a home away from
home, affording an
opportunity for members to gather together and discuss
the arts
and share
their
interest
in the various disciplines represented by the LAMPS.
The Club
is as individualistic as the building in which it
is located: a happy
blending of the creatively eccentric and the pragmatically
productive.
As we move into the new season of Club activities,
the Great Hall has been
crowded with enthusiastic Arts & Letters types and their
ladies) truly
a
happy company of people, contributing to and benefiting from the
arts.
CLUB BROCHURE
The enclosed,

handsome brochure is

but another example of the creative spirit
of the Club and the work done for it by dedicated members.
Leslie Trevor designed the brochure, Norman Laws drew
the fireplace and the
minstrels' gallery.
Walter Coucill's sketch of the Club is on the last
page.
The cover illustration
is reproduced from a book plate designed for the Club
by J.E.H. MacDonald and the last
section of the manuscript written for the
Club in 1922 by Healey Willan is reproduced inside.
This also graced the
front cover of the 50th Anniversary Brochure of the Club.
eral professional members of the Club wrote the text.
They refined and
p±ished but prefer to remain anonymous because it is
difficult
to sort out
who wrote what.
The printing was done by Graham Matthews.

~JI·f

LADIES'

D. MacKay Houstoun, RCA,
a happy, creative
exhibition

OSA,

NIGHT

launched the cultural
of his
works of art.

season of the Club with @
Officially
opened on

Ladies' Night, September 19, this show will grace the walls until October 26.

An appreciative audience listened intently as Mac described with unfeigned
modesty his approach to the art of painting and collage. He recalled some
of the interesting highlights of his career that led from early student days,
through advertising art to executive responsibilities in the largest
independent studio of its day in Canada.
All the time he painted with
pleasure, with dedication and with a spirit of adventure. As a result, many
famed organizations and individuals cherish his works in collections.
Franklin Arbuckle, a distinguished fellow Academician, expressed the feelings
of all present when he thanked him for an evening that many described as
"The Arts and Letters Club at its best I"
MINDS ON THE MOVE
Dr. Kenneth McNaught really stirred the imagination and minds of his listeners
at the luncheon meeting on September 20.
His theme "Thomas Carlyle, Rena L~vesque and History" gave his audience a
revealing insight into what motivates the Premier and what men in history are
his idols - F.D.R., Napoleon and De Gaulle. Kenneth McNaught displayed the
scholarly, and forthright, approach that gave his remarks special significanW
in these somewhat bewildering times.

b

His audience, crowded from wall to wall in the Great Hall, listened to a
distinguished professor and historian clarify some of the mysteries that
surround the Canadian dream. In the vernacular, he really "told it like it
is".

Introduced by Elmer Phillips who is arranging "Minds on the Move" luncheons,
the speaker was thanked by Paul Fleck in a most appropriate way.
MEMBERS'

DINNER

"The State of Fine Arts in Canada" with Dr. Paul Fleck as Moderator, was a
panel discussion enjoyed by the throng attending the Memberst Dinner on
September 27.
Gallery owner, and discoverer of native talent, Jack Pollock started off the
session with a description of the early Sixties when he launched his venture.
He traced the progress of some of the artists who survived that decade and in
his dynamic way emphasized the originality of the contemporary young artists
in the late Seventies. A great time for art he affirmed, in contrast with
the earlier days of his youth.
Gerald Gladstone then launched into an eloquent review of his unfolding cared
as an artist apprentice in an engraving house through his success as a
creative director in a leading advertising agency to his abandonment of
security to pursue his driving interest in a creative approach to sculpture
and the fine arts.
We shared with him his vicissitudes and his victories as
he moved from strength to strength, to international recognition.

- 3Gerry Gladstone
art.
Chris Yaneff described how he embarked on a career in
of Gerry's
as his apprentice in the early days and surpriset an exhibition
afterwards.
years
many
these
lo
· ark was on view at the Yaneff Gallery
his
Chris, a Club member, described his early adventures in applied art; best
the
in
building
image
and
counselling
creative interest in corporate
fine arts that led to the
sense of the word; his continuing interest in the
He mentioned the difficulties faced financially
opening of his gallery.
a supplementary income and
by those who wish to create fine art without
some contemporary collectors
of
gave revealing insights into the attitudes
of the works of young talent.
artist, who is also the senior
Ray Cattell, an internationally acclaimed
discussed originality in both
agency,
executive in a creative advertising
artists of this dual role.
many
worlds and pointed out the necessity for
He described the reception that art receives in the world today and
in the development
emphasized the importance of a perceptive gallery-owner
of the Club,
member
distinguished
A
career.
worthwhile
and
rewarding
of a
recognition
the
in
galleries
he affirmed the positive role played by private
public
some
of
performance
This contrasts with the
of young talent today.
the
to
substantially
An articulate speaker, he contributed
galleries.
evening.
the
of
content
of one of the oldest and
Blair Laing, longtime member of the Club and owner
comprehensive review of
most respected galleries, presented a polished and
He
art world.
his distinguished career in the Canadian and international
to place
described the life of the gallery owner in the Thirties attempting
when his
times,
those
contrasted
and
artists
young
struggling
the works of
artists attain
*ather, his mother and himself were pleased to help deserving
now command
artists
those
some measure of recognition. The works of many of
the
to
to their quality and
high prices in the art market a tribute
(so many paintings moving from
scarcity
from
inflationary market resulting

for tangible securities
private to public collections) and from the search
jewels.
precious
such as gold, fine art and

John North,
Altogether a fascinating evening, introduced by Jack Yocom with
each
thanking
Dinners,
Members'
originator of the panel series concept for
speaker superbly and personally.
VISUAL ARTS

The Annual Members' Juried Show will be on the walls of the Club on October
Paintings should be in
This is an exhibition professionally juried.
29.
After
on October 27.
judging
the Club between October 22 and October 26 for
of members' drawings.
showing
juried
a
the Christmas break there will be
details later.
Further
now.
submissions
You might start selecting your
paintings
of Gordon Peters'
An exhibition
Gustafsson Gallery in Brampton.

is

currently

on view at

the

work at the Green
of their
Robin Cumine and Les Tibbles held an exhibition
Robin's paintings
August.
and
July
Point Gallery near Dwight, Ontario during
style, sense
free
his
with
depicted
area
Bays
many of the Lake of
*ncluded
in oil and
landscapes
by
represented
Wf organization and colour. Les was
new career
his
on
him
launched
successfully
have
flowers in watercolour that

as artist

and naturalist.

-
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THE ARCHIVES
The entertainment at the Annual Meeting was given by Jonathan Welsh.

A

tribute to Tom Thomson, it was presented in the form of a poetic monologue

*

entitled "Letter to the West Wind". Accompanying music and lyrics were
contributed by Douglas Barnes and Dennis Tourbin. Jonathan has kindly given
to Archives a complete taping of the original program.

Cleeve Horne has donated some half-dozen reprints of various articles written
by Charter Member M.O. Hammond, who was a newspaper man all his life as well
as being highly regarded as an historical writer and photographer. Bob
Christie has brought in some interesting items from the estate of Past
President Oz Stacey - included is a sketchbook, two zinc plates, and a number
of exhibition catalogues. Certain of these items have been passed to John
Snell, Club curator.
Philip Clark has contributed a valuable piece of history in the form of an
undated newspaper clipping which stated that on the previous evening the
Club had been officially formed. Ernest Corner, son of the late Horace
Corner, has given a very welcome collection of old Club material found among
his father's papers.
The archives cases have been used recently to present an overview of the work
of M.O. Hammond; this included lists of well-known Canadians he had
photographed - one of the painters and the other of writers. The cases are
currently being used to salute the sixtieth anniversary of Hart House Theatre.
Purists will point out that this is a trifle premature, as the theatre did
not have its official opening until November llth, 1919; however, as the
Theatre itself marked the anniversary with an open-house on September 26th,*
we surely cannot be faulted for jumping the gun.
The major work of the summer was re-hanging, supplementing, framing and
A feature of this project
identifying archival items in the basement area.
worth noting is the commencement of a J.E.H. MacDonald corner outside the
door to the office. Our warm thanks go to Raymond Peringer and lan Murray
for their generous donation of time and work. Jack Secord gave it all a
finished appearance by doing some identifying lettering.
-

Hunter Bishop

THE LIBRARY

The Douglas Library Notes Autumn 1969, a copy of which we recently acquired,
describes the Merrill Denison Papers and their acquisition by Queen's
University that year. Rich, varied and interesting, the extensive collection
shows the astonishing variety of Denison's interests.
The National Century tells the history of Toronto t s National Club 1874-1974.
It is a companion volume to the previously mentioned The History of the
Motion Picture Arts in Canada by G.H. Drabinsky reviews
Vancouver Club.
current law relative to the motion picture industry including: contract,
copyright, performing rights, financing and the role of the agent.
*

-*

**

*

*

The gifts department has a number of important items to report. Is There
Anybody There?, the latest published work of Jim Parr, is a book of poetry

- 5 -

and verse attractively illustrated.

Jim has inscribed a copy for the library.

press book entitled: "Address
Shelden has given us a copy of a private
of prizes to students of the
distribution
the
delivered by William Morris at
It was printed
Birmingham Municipal School of Art on February 21, 1894."
Impressions,
Selected
of
copy
a
along
The AGO has sent
at the Chiswick Press.
15th to
the
for
prints
master
of
an eclectic review of recent acquisitions
20th centuries.

Sill

addition to our section on
From Hugh Anson-Cartwright comes another welcome
an attractive and
Club is
Faculty
The history of The McGill
private clubs.
institution.
that
of
growth
and
sometimes candid account of the beginnings
of America
uartet
of the Barbersho
The history of the Eat York Chtr
limited
this
of
Our copy
(1950-1978) has been donated by Frank McKeown.
feature
A
in.
bound
letter
edition work has a personalized presentation
Frank.
is the life sketches and calligraphy done by
An Editor's Creed by Lorne
Finally, two items from the Library Committee:
obligations and rewards;
Pierce, a pithy and erudite statement of an editor's
poetry and illustrations of
and M ookek Reader No.la a book of articles,
Flood.
Northern Ontario and edited (naturally) by John
-

Raymond Peringer

*
A TRIBUTE TO FRED KEMP
member in the
In August the Club lost a wise, gentle, generous and devoted
Fred joined the Club in 1943 and was a
passing of Frederick W. Kemp, Q.C.
of that period
member of the Executive from 1954 to 1972, serving for most
never
unstintingly,
himself
of
gave
He
as Secretary and Honorary Counsel.
accepted.
he
seeking recognition or failing to fulfill any responsibility
his advice.
He was always ready to help those who sought
His special duties Overseas
Outside the Club, Fred served in many capacities.
mathematical
during the First World War required the use of his exceptional
period of
long
a
over
church
his
in
offices
He held responsible
skills.
Speaking
time; he was Honorary Counsel for the Toronto Branch of The English
Education,
of
Board
York
North
the
of
Union; at one time he was a member
later serving that Board as solicitor until recently.
University, who has
Fred leaves his son, Professor Robert Kemp of Queen's
been a member of the Club since 1967.

- Wentworth Walker
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As we go to press we received the sad news that Dr.Charles ("Chick") Hendry
had passed away suddenly while on board a plane preparing to leave Toronto
for Switzerland. He died, as he lived, a man of compassionate action on
behalf of other people. A more worthy tribute will be written in his
honour by a dear friend and fellow Club member for the next Monthly Letter.
HONOURED
The Order of Canada will be conferred on Dr. Murray Ross on October 25.
Dr. Ross is President Emeritus of York University.
Gordon Adamson recently received a congratulatory certificate from the
President of the University of Toronto, the Dean and the President of the
Engineering Alumni Association in recognition of 50 years as a member of
the engineering profession. He is a Past-President of the Ontario Association
of Architects and an illustration of one of his buildings is in the 1980
catalogue of the Canadian Collection of the National Art Gallery.

The transfer of the million dollar Floyd S. Chalmers Foundation to the Ontario
Arts Council was recently reported in the news media. The Globe and Mail
published a fine editorial commending this latest manifestation of the
generosity of Dr. Floyd Chalmers and his family. In recognition of this
generosity, the Government of Ontario, through Wintario, contributed a
million dollars to what is now known as the Floyd S. Chalmers Fund.
On September 28 the Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, The Honourable Pauline
McGibbon officially opened the Stewart Building of the Ontario College of Art.

This is the latest move in an expansion of facilities for the College that
has had such close associations with the Arts and Letters Club over the years.
President Paul Fleck and his Council are embarking on a fund-raising program
to enhance the opportunities for young talents

in

this

creative environment.

The Royal Ontario Museum, on the same evening, held a fantastic Roman
festival that helped bring attention to funding for its important plans.
McCartney Samples is Assistant Director of Education and Communications for

-7the Museum. Recently he addressed a session at the National Conference of
•ee Canadian Public Relations Association. Jack Yocom chaired a panel at
e same Conference.
The Arts and Letters Club was, for many years in the old Court House on
Adelaide Street. How fitting that a Club member, Lyman Henderson, should be
heading up a capital fund drive for the final renovations of The Court House
Theatre.
HOUSE COMMITTEE
Tony Muntzer and Roly Pincoe have agreed to serve on the House Committee
for the current year, for which fact the undersigned is most grateful.
Members who have been eyeing warily the precarious state of the ceiling in
the LAMPS room will be happy to notice that it was replaced this summer.
This operation of course required the removal of a great deal of archival
material from the room, as well as the removal of all the art from the
walls. Hunter Bishop handled the first chore with his usual dedication,
while John Snell accepted the responsibility for the second. It was, as
expected, something of a cliff hanger, but the premises were in a useable
state just in time for the reopening after the summer break. The appearance
of the room is vastly improved.
-

Douglas Omand

Just published is a paperback book of witty and insightful verse written
by Jim Parr, titled Is There Anybody There?. Members may order an
autographed copy from the Steward for the sum of $7.00; one dollar of this
will be turned over to Club revenue.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS
The Arts and Letters Club is pleased to Welcome the following new members
into the Club.
GORDON KUSHNER - MEMBER (PROFESSIONAL)
Gordon is known to many members of the Club who work in the field of music.
For many years he has been a prominent pianist and accompanist in Canada.
He is currently associated with the Royal Conservatory of Music.
HUGH LAWFORD - MEMBER
Hugh holds a doctorate and is a consultant in food science and nutrition.

He also is an accomplished musician and plays the cello in the York University
Orchestra, the East York Symphony and the Italian String Symphony.

•Jb N B. MACDONALD - MEMBER
n is the President of the Addiction Research Foundation and formerly was
the Director of the Council of Ontario Universities and President of U.B.C.
He will contribute to the Club his interest in painting, theatre and music.

DOUG PANTON -

MEMBER
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(PROFESSIONAL)

Doug is a graphic designer and illustrator in Toronto who has won many awazr
in the commercial art field. As an illustrator, he possesses a special
interest in children's books.
JOSEPH POTTS Q.C. - MEMBER

Joseph is a Toronto lawyer who is already known to many members of the Club.
He is an active member of the Canadian Bar Association and the Liberal Party
of Canada. Joe brings to the Club a keen interest in the arts of opera and
politics and a notable ability as a conversationalist.
PETER JOHN STOKES -

NON-RESIDENT

Peter is a well known restoration architect currently residing in Niagaraon-the-Lake. He is the author of several publications including 01d
Niagara-on-the-Lake' and 'Early Architecture of the Town and Township of
Niagara'.
STEWART SUTTON - NON-RESIDENT

Stewart has served as the Director of several Children's Aid Societies in
Ontario and has for many years been prominent in the social service field
in Canada. He is also very interested in fine arts and music and served
as the first president of Canadian Music Associates.
ARMAND TATOSSIAN - NON-RESIDENT

Armand is an artist and painter living in Montreal. He has held many
exhibitions in Montreal and in Europe. Armand is known to many of the artist
members of the Club.
VINCENT TOVELL - MEMBER (PROFESSIONAL)

Vincent is a producer with the C.B.C. as well as an actor and an author. He
is a cousin of a former President of the Club - Vincent Massey. Vincent will
contribute to the Club his widespread interest in the arts in Canada.
ELWY YOST - MEMBER (PROFESSIONAL)

Elwy is
members
who has
theatre

a television executive producer with TV Ontario and is known to most
He is a published author
through his many television appearances.
also worked as an actor. He is interested in books, painting,
and especially motion pictures.
- David Phillips
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the activities

of the Club

You are all
welcome in the Great Hall.
It is your Club: a happy haven of
conversation and interesting artistic
activity.
When you come to town, do drop in and you will be warmly greeted.
If you live
nearby, and it hasn't been your wont, pop into the Club for lunch or come to
the Members' Dinners to get together for a social evening with other members
and friends for good companionship and excellent intellectual fare following
dinner.

You and your guests will be welcomed by a merry company of gregarious
characters?
OCTOBER

MINDS ON THE MOVE

Jane Mallett, that great lady of the Canadian theatre, shared with Club members
and their
ladies who were present many happy memories of the A & L and her
career.
She spoke right from the heart at this
delightful luncheon meeting held on
October 11.
The stage of recollection was set by Robert Christie, who
Stroducing her in a whimsical way, recalled that he had first
met her in the
izard of Oz" at Hart House, when he was an undergraduate.
Jane commented
that she remembered him as an Archangel Michael who looked young enough to be
in grade 8.

-
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Our gracious Guest of Honour then recounted some of the hilarious and seriou
days when Hart House and the Arts and Letters Great Hall offered almost theB
only stages for young Canadian talent aspiring to greatness in the theatrical
world.
In many respects she was practically an unofficial member of the A & L. She
spent so much time on the stage there. She wondered if the old dressing rooms
were still as atmospheric as in the past, and found her answer afterwards
when she was photographed beside one of the beaten-up mirrors.
She recounted many pleasant stories about how she played the wife of Pontius
Pilate in an Earle Grey play, standing on a box so that she could be seen.
She talked about the Club reviews; about the work of Napier Moore and about
the first play by Merrill Denison. She spoke about her happy association
with the Heliconian Club and its aesthetic heritage.
Her audience was enchanted and everybody agreed whole-heartedly with Floyd
Chalmers when, in expressing our appreciation, he said that for years she had
been the first lady of Canadian theatre who had brought us many smiles just
as she had caused more people to smile than any other lady in Canada.
SPECIAL MEMBERS' DINNER
A special memberst dinner was held on October 15 to welcome Peter Ustinov,
Esq.,C.B.E. as a guest of honour and as a member of The Savage Club.
Over
the years our Club has cherished its
affiliation
with that Club and many of*
our members have enjoyed its hospitality.
We are indebted to John Sanderson, a Brother Savage, for making this visit
possible. He introduced Peter Ustinov to the members, his remarks sparkling
with erudition and wit.
Truly a delightful prologue to the comments made by
our Guest of Honour, who treated us to a confidential discourse between
members of affiliated Clubs.
Peter Ustinov found time to chat with many members of our Club and later
received with enthusiasm a handsome painting by Gerry Sevier of our Guest of
Honour as King Lear as he might have been depicted in a medieval stainedglass window design.
Following his visit to the Club, our Guest of Honour was driven to his
destination by Norman Hathaway in a beautiful, open white Packard phaeton.
classic black Rolls-Royce, also owned by Norman followed. Peter Ustinov
resembled a blend of Henry VIII and Edward VII as he rode in state by the
entranced populace on the Toronto streets.
Burton T. Richardson was asked to comment on this visit.
these observations:

A

We thank him for

"Peter Ustinov is an actor and raconteur. Recently when he favored the
Club with his tales of famous persons, he related anecdote after anecdote in
fractured French, jiggily Japanese, polluted Polish, reckless Russian,
cheerful Czech, or headstrong Hungarian - one could hardly tell which. And
elegant English, without the Brit accent. The Arts and Letters auditorium
rang with laughter. The remarks he made, like the men he recalled, were both

famous and infamous. There was a rumor in the Club that some members extended
exposure to the magic by attending the Canadian Club a few days later
when the Royal York Hotel shook and shaked and almost fell down, as Ustinov
recited again mankind's failings.

Sheir

"Ustinov as raconteur does not transfer easily from spoken to written
medium, the difficulty
being the fracturing of language.
An example,
however, without accent: Francisco Franco has arrived at his death bed, as
all generalissimos do, and there is an extended conversation between the
dying dictator, in weak voice, and his doctor, intent on a few words of
consolation.
A faint noise is heard outside, and it rises in volume as the
Spanish people crowd into the square.
The doctor goes to the window, and
returns: 'Generalissimo, the people have come to say good-bye,'
Franco
struggles up on his elbow, sputtering with exhaustion. His incoherence
clears slowly until he puts a few words together.
'Where are they going?'
he asks. The Ustinov punchline sets off a crescendo of audience response.
The Ustinov influence upon reactions from audiences around the world English-speaking, at any rate - may well be imagined. The notable beard
puts others in the shade. It is not a product of a few months of assiduous
gardening in the chin and cheek area. It would seem to feed on special
hormones.
Others seem to be a flash in the pan, and the only one of
cultivated luxuriance is the Ustinov version.
"But the fame of Toronto's visitor,
who properly made the Arts and Letters
Club his first
port of call,
is not founded on beards but on boards trod by
thespians. Ustinov is the world's greatest actor - are we being repetitous?
and his presence was due to the Stratford Festival, where he has been
playing King Lear, with more impact perhaps than even Shakespeare incorporated
into the original role.
The Bardts version has in late centuries of sophomore
study been consigned to the category of scant interest to us moderns of
average literary
taste.
Ustinov is surely upsetting the established prejudice
of modern generations against the Lear play. Ustinov's message is to get
to Stratford by hook or crook. I refer, of course, to the generation that
knows Lear only as an aircraft, not as a jet miracle of the stage.
"One can never tell about a modern generation that is sophisticated and
gullible at the same time...In any case it was the man from Leningrad and not
the mad king of ancient Britain who supplied the primary force that loosed
itself upon the Arts and Letters Club, as an event to enjoy, not something
to worry about.
"When it is not too late in the day for Jimmy Carter to be truly born
again as president (we drop the capital P, as its used by Americans only),
the Ustinov visitation to Canada may inaugurate a new day in Toronto and its
distant, creative suburb of Stratford. In an age of acting and public
misrepresentation, Peter Ustinov sounds like a fine tuned harpsichord - with
virtually the same range."
OCTOBER LADIES' NIGHT
«ow do you describe in mere words the overwhelming spectacle of a gorgeous
isplay of beautiful rugs from the Middle East, India and China. They
blossomed on the stage and festooned the minstrel gallery like the richest
of tapestries in great baronial halls.
In

mundane terms,

a quarter of a million

dollarst

worth of Oriental

rugs

- 4enchanted the ladies and enhanced the connisseurship of their escorts on
October 17.
Setrak Adourian, the magician who, with his professional associates, put
this show all together in one evening and spirited it away by midnight,
presented a fascinating talk that was a perfect complement to his collection.
He showed with slides how Oriental rugs are created; covering all the
important stages from concept to final cleansing. Then he gave brief, lucid
descriptions of all the examples that he had gathered together for our
enjoyment, describing the differences and the similarities of the art and
culture of Oriental rugs in the various countries under review. Introduced
appropriately by Vladan Milic and admirably thanked by Bill Howard, both
authorities in their own right, "Set" was too modest to mention that he and
some of his rugs had that day been the subject of a large colour photograph
and feature article on the front page of The Globe and Mail Report on
Business.
MEMBERSt DINNER
The second in the series of superb panels devoted to the professional
disciplines enshrined, by Club tradition, in the acronym LAMPS, was "The
Literary Scene in Canada. Telling Lives: The Modern Biography".
This was presented to a large and appreciative audience on October 26 with
Dr. Rache Lovat Dickson as Moderator. He described how those who had founded
the Club had banded together to do something about the arts and had visualizd
themselves as voyagers setting forth upon the seas to explore the outer
reaches of creativity.
These ideals still motivate the Club's members; the vessel is still sailing,
he affirmed, and that evening the panel would explore the art of biography in
its modern as well as traditional aspects.
William H. Toye, Editor, Oxford University Press, described with intense
feeling the forthcoming biography of Emily Carr, by Maria Tippetts, who was
temporarily in England. He read excerpts from her writings and notes
concerning her subject that brought Emily Carr to life in the imagination of
his listeners. He described her courage, her perseverance in spite of
indifference and ridicule, her accomplishments in painting and literature.
He relayed to us the reactions of Maria Tippetts when she visited the same
Indian villages where Emily Carr had gone to interpret in paint the forests
and the totem poles.
Phyllis Grosskurth, creator of the classic biography of the Life of A.J.
Symonds, gave us a rewarding insight into the mind and motivations of a
dedicated biographer of great brilliance. She told us about the difficulties
and challenges that face the serious biographer; the frustrations caused and
the obstacles devised by some librarians, executors, relatives and others who
through sheer inertia or desire to manipulate seek to thwart the objectives of
the dedicated seeker after the truth about the subject. She mentioned in
passing some interesting anecdotes relating to the tracking down of letters
and correspondence in preparation for her authorized biography of Havelock
Ellis and revealed that she blends compassion with objectivity in her
W
application of resource material.
Vincent Tovell, CBC Executive Producer then emphasized that words must
complement the pictures and not just echo them in television documentary and

- 5Biographies on the television screen reach vast audiences far
docu-drama.
greater than those served even by a best-selling book in Canada. He described some of the techniques used in the television presentation of the
fascinating story of the Massey family: the emphasis on certain characters
to tell the story and creative use of visual effects to achieve mood and
atmosphere despite tight budget restrictions. Vincent gave his fellow members
at the Club an insight into this contemporary visual form of the treatment of
biography and history and opened up vistas of future possibilities in the
electronic media. This approach should be given fine scope in a forthcoming
program The Owl and The Dynamo: The Vision of George Grant.
The panel then answered questions, discussed points of view among themselves
and with Club members, including some other distinguished biographers present.
Introduced with elan by John Irwin and superbly commended by Dr. Bill Swinton,
Rache and the panel enlightened all those fortunate members who attended that
memorable meeting.
PERFORMING ARTISTS AT LUNCHEON
Members of the Club were delighted to welcome Michael Burgess to the Club on
November 7. A talented young tenor, he interpreted a selection of arias from
operas, with feeling and with a beautiful range of expression. The Great
Hall was a superb acoustical environment for this sensitive presentation by
the artist and his accompanist, Robert Robertson.
*

Jonathan Welsh, who arranges this series, introduced the talent enthusiastically.
NOVEMBER LADIES' NIGHTS
Alan Collier is so popular as a speaker that two evenings are set aside for
his presentations to help take care of the demand - and then those nights
are booked solid.
Enchanted and capacity audiences filled the Great Hall to travel visually
with Alan through the Northwest Passage on an icebreaker. The composition
and technique of the photographs were superb and the audiences applauded
when slides were projected of some of his watercolour paintings made right
on location. He can take an iceberg or a field of crackled ice and produce
works of art that combine contemporary strength of design with the best of
the traditional values of light and shade.
These evenings, November 13 and 14, were truly artistic expressions in several
disciplines: painting, photography and public speaking blended with an
adventuresome approach to life.
Responsible for arrangements for Ladies' Nights, John Ingram wittily introduced the speaker and Life Member Chuck Matthews thanked Alan with vigour
evening.
and feeling on the first

*y Hilton Hassell brought his own Arctic painting experience to bear on his
expression of thanks on behalf of the audience on the second night.
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Ronald Leprohon presented a handsome slide presentation and gave a very
interesting talk at the luncheon on November 15, concerning "Tutankhamun:
What is it all about?". He showed photographs taken at the time the tomb
was opened; interpreted some of the hieroglyphics; gave the possible reasons
for the chaos in some areas; described eloquently the treasures that were
shown in full colour in recent slides of the treasures on view at The Art
Gallery of Ontario where he is resource Egyptologist.
A thoroughly enlightening speaker, Ronald Leprohon was introduced by Elmer
Phillips, who arranges these meetings and was the recipient of a gracious
and highly knowledgeable expression of thanks by Dr. Douglas Tushingham.
HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
Members who have lunched at the club since Monday November 5 will know that
the charges for various categories of lunch have risen.
The Executive was, of course, reluctant to make these changes, but they were
made only after careful consideration. General revenue, including interest
on investments, was being used to supplement catering costs at the rate of
about 40%, and the rate was rising steadily. It was a state of affairs
that could not be allowed to continue if our investments are to be protected
from inflation, and if our other revenue was to be used for the purposes for
which it was intended.
The fact that charges had not increased for more than two years meant that
we were falling further and further behind in covering dining room and staff
costs. Comparison shopping among local restaurants revealed that we were
charging substantially below the norm, and indeed, even with the increased
charges, we are still well below it.
Another factor in our dining room costs is the fact that the room is
consistently under-utilized. We could accommodate 60-65 members each day
without adding to staff, but it is only on days when a special event is
scheduled that we come anywhere close to this number. If members use the
club more regularly themselves, and bring guests, it would be of great
benefit to the catering revenue.
In any case, meals are still served at well below cost. We will, on December
1st, have to raise our charges for dinners, but the club, still provides,
in addition to all its other activities, catering at costs that cannot be
duplicated.
- Doug Omand
THE ARCHIVES
Older members will know that Chuck Matthews pioneered in taking motion
pictures within the Club. He has several reels of films, most of which werO
made between 1932 and 1935. These valuable records show a great many early
members, as well as some distinguished guests. Recently Chuck decided to
make a comprehensive inventory of the names of the hundreds of participants;
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this work is being carried out in after-hours sessions in the Lamps room.
More
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one
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task,
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l be written about this at a later date.
Those who lunch at the Club on Fridays will have noticed the organized
This is the culmination of a lon4confusion going on in the library area.
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Library Arts
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Department at Ryerson Institute.
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Please introduce yourself to him
Gerald Austin.
man.
Although we have yet to see any of the pictures taken by Ron Vickers during
the Spring Revue last April, Ron has kindly turned over the photographic
main
He also had prints made of the pictures he took of the two
negatives.
A
framed,
be
processions during last yearts Christmas dinner; these will
of
number
a
in
brought
who
welcome gift has come from new member Jim Thorne,
copies of Canadian Art dated in the nineteen forties.
old
Among the papers of the late Bill Thompson were a forty-five-year
Christmas Dinner program and a copy of The Story of the Club signed by some
three dozen members. Mrs. Thompson has kindly sent these to the Club.
-

Hunter Bishop

THE LIBRARY
A significant work was recently added to the library's specialized collection
We have
of first issues of publications dealing with the arts in Canada.
acquired an attractively bound Volume One of The Canadian Magazine of Politics,
Science. Art & Literature, 1893. Many Club members contributed articles,
reviews and original art work to this magazine during its 44 years of
publication.
Another Volume One recently added to our shelves is Roses of Parnassus
(Edinburgh 1903), a self-proclaimed "tastefully produced series of reprints
of classics of poetic literature: dainty and artistic in form and beautifully
printed."

The Haida Carvers in Argillite by Marius Barbeau (1957) gives us a first hand

The
look into the lives and work of 40 artisans of the North Pacific Coast.
anniversary
60th
the
Kinship of Two Countries by Hugh A. Anderson commemorates
Replete with anecdotes and
(in 1963) of The Canadian Club of New York.

history, it describes the growth and highlights of the New York rendezvous
for Canadian businessmen.

Carl Williams has donated a
Many welcomed gifts have been received of late.
of Western Ontario in
University
the
by
copy of They Passed This Way published
work consists of
well-designed
The
year.
78 to celebrate its centennial
by the university
women
and
men
eminent
to
presented
election of citations

4

over the 100 years.
to 1977.

Carl was President and Vice-Chancellor of UWO from 1967
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From Bill Shelden we have received two more additions to the library's
section on private clubs.
The Garrick Club by R.H. Barham, a privately
printed publication of 1896, is a directory of 135 of the clubts former
W
members.
It is noteworthy that publication occurred only after the deaths of
all members described.
Also from Bill comes British Clubs by Bernard Darwin
-a quick history of those venerable meeting places.
Studies in Ancient Peruvian Metalworking is a recent Royal Ontario Museumw
publication written by Club member Douglas Tushingham and two others of the
ROM staff.
Doug, who is the ROMts Chief Archaeologist, has presented the
library with a signed copy.
The City of Toronto's Inventory of Buildings of Architectural & Historical
Importance is an informative publication of the Toronto Historical Board.
Toronto Architects, City Directory Listings 1867-1950, consists of bound
photocopies of listings and advertisements of the city's architects during
that 83-year period.
Copies of both these publications have been donated
by Toronto architect Robert Hill.
-

Raymond Peringer

COMMENTS BY CURATOR OF CLUB COLLECTIONS
We have recently received the extremely fine portrait by Cleeve Horne of
Pat Hume to be added to the collection of Presidents portraits.
This is
the fourth portrait
by Cleeve in the collection
and it
is
an excellent
portrayal of Pat.
Two items have been received from Gerry Stacey by way of Bob Christie.
We
are presently researching these items and hope to be able to give details
in the next issue of the "Monthly" Letter.
Efforts
are being made to bring the Executive Lists
up to date.
This
remarkable collection
of graphic design and calligraphy is expected to be
complete in the very near future.
Artists have been "commissioned" for the
missing years and are presently working on them as follows:
1936-37
1967-68
1968-69
1972-73
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79

Maurice Snelgrove
Les Trevor
Yvon Doucet
Mike Chortyk
Ron Vickers / John Morrow
David Shaw
Jan Van Kampen
Ray Cattell
-

John V. Snell

VISUAL ARTS
We are happy to report that our highly capable Curator will write the section
on the Visual Arts commencing with the next issue of The Monthly Letter.,
John Snell, who is a member of the Art Committee, an architect with
professional skills in a number of disciplines, is a peripatetic and perceptive gallery-goer who will report on the visual arts scene for Club members.

- 9amanuensis, who has been editing this Letter for the
qour
ubmitted Ars Longa for lo these many years, welcomes the

past year and has
new, fresh approach

of a knowledgeable connoisseur.
The Annual Members' Juried Show of paintings has graced the walls of the tlut
for the month of November. The exhibition, professionally juried, repres•ents
a cross-section of the work of many professional members and makes a
handsome display. Wall space in the Club is limited and a juried show
attempts to make the best use of the space available.
As a result, a number
of fine paintings had to be omitted on this occasion. It takes courage t.o
act as a judge of one s peers and we recognize the initiative shown by Alan
C. Collier, R.C.A., O.S.A., D. MacKay Houstoun, R.C.A., O.S.A., and KI. Yorki
Wilson, R.C.A.
Gerry Sevier, R.C.A. and a Past-President of the O.S.A., has an exhibition
opening at the Merton Gallery as we literally go to press. Gerry interprets
landscapes, lakes and mountains in a designed but free-flowing style that by
means of thin glazes of oil paint gives the impression of vast distances seen
through shimmering hazes. A fascinating show of great versatility,
Walter Coucill, O.S.A.,R.C.A. has a noteworthy exhibition currently on view
at the Eaton Centre Gallery. Walter is a multi-faceted artist, working in
a variety of media who captures the Canadian scene with veracity tempered
with vivacity.

'heeekends
outdoor painting group have had a very good season, four sketching
were planned. The first was arranged by Murray Stewart and his
report follows this introduction. The second was a one-day session at The
Horseshoe Inn at Cataract Ontario on October 27, planned by Robin Cumine.
The third was organized by Reg Haist, host for the day on November 10 at his
cottage north of the Terra Cotta Inn. The fourth trip, under the direction
of John Joy on November 24 was at Wyevale Mill, north of Elmvale on Highway 27.
Here is

Murray McCheyne Stewart s report:

The outdoor painting group, about 20 in all
including wives who came along
to enjoy the first
three day outing in Haliburton on October 12th,13th & 14th.
Murray Stewart arranged accommodation at the Lakeview Motel near Haliburton
and the proprietors were very co-operative in this venture and provided
excellent meals.
Friday evening we were given a delightful showing of color slides by (;ordon
Laws who seems to have a knack for being in the right place with his camera
at the right time.
Saturday was a beautiful day with rolling cloud formations and many masterpieces were created as the group spread out in all directions; that eveningr
these gems of verve and spontaneity were viewed and enjoyed by everyone
including Peter and "Babs" Haworth and Jocelyn Taylor well known artists.
*unday
do this

morning breakfast soon came and the comment was made,
again next spring?". All in favor?

"Why donHt

we

-
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The Art Committee has announced an exhibition of drawings by members of the
Each member may submit two wor
Club.
This will be juried professionally.
which must be framed and delivered to the Club between 9:00 a.m, and 3:00
.
The jury will convene on January 12.
The
from January 7 to January 11.
It will be followed by a one-man
exhibition will be on view in January.
show of the works of Franklin Arbuckle, R.C.A., O.S.A. commencing February 9
and then opening on March 12, an exhibition of Industrial Design by Sid
Bersudsky, R.C.A., C.M.I.D.S.A., A.C.I.D.
Here is an Author's Query:
Information would be appreciated for publications authorized by McClelland
and Stewart Limited, Toronto, for biographical art books on Frank H. (Franz)
Johnston of the Canadian Group of Seven artists, and on his son, Canadian
artist Paul Rodrik.
Material and information of all kinds, both artistic and personal, 35 mm.
slides, memorabilia and anecdotes regarding both artists. Sources kept
confidential if desired.
Regarding paintings please include description, size, painting medium,
signature, date if known, and general provenance.
Information should be forwarded to: Mary Rodrik, The Carriage House, Five
Admiral Road, Toronto, Ontario.
M5R 2L4.
The Sketch Classes that began on September 18 are being conducted every
Tuesday night commencing at 7:30 p.m., with the exception of the year-end
holidays.

a

Models chosen and directed by Bill Sherman pose in or out of costume.
Short,
warm up poses, followed by longer periods give artists the opportunity to
work with pencil or brush.
Fees are minimal: Club members - $2.50 per session,; or ten evenings for $20.
Non members: $3.00 per session or ten evenings for $25.
This is a wonderful opportunity for those who want to paint or draw the human
figure.
Club members are urged to invite and sponsor non-members (male and
female) to take part in this, one of the Clubts liveliest happenings.
HON ORED
Arthur E. Gelber was elected Chairman of The Ontario Arts Council on November
1, 1979.
A Member of the Council since its inception in 1963, he has been
Vice-Chairman for a number of years.
A TRIBUTE TO CHARLES E. HENDRY,. M.A., LL.D.
'Chickt Hendry died suddenly on October 2nd, 1979, when leaving Toronto to
deliver an important speech in Geneva, Switzerland.
His academic degrees were earned in studies at McMaster, Columbia, New YorkW
and Chicago Universities. Work with youth began through his association
who appointed him Boys' Work Secretary of the
Taylor Statten,
with the late

-

Alberta Y.M.C.A.
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He later assisted in the founding of Camp Ahmek.

n the United States, during a period of twenty years, he served in such
nstitutions as Columbia University, George Williams College (Chicago) Boys'
Clubs of America and Teachers' College (New York). He was appointed National
Research Director of the Boy Scouts of America and later Coordinator of
Research for the American Jewish Congress.
Fortunately we were able to persuade him to return to Canada in 1946 to become
professor and director of the School of Social Work at the University of
Toronto. His major efforts, apart from directing his graduate students, were
in the areas of group-work and community organization. He was one of the
organizers of the Red Cross Camp Leadership Training Courses for the University
of Toronto and chaired the first Canadian Conference for Children.
As the first United Nations Fellow appointed from Canada, he travelled and
lectured in many parts of the world. In 1950 he visited every country in
He visited Camp
Western Europe, developing the World Brotherhood movement.
co-chairman of
the
as
India,
Tonakela for Convalescent Children near Madras,
the North American Advisory Committee.
Dr. Hendry was an active member of several national and international Social
Work Associations. A charter member of the Conference of Christians and Jews,
he was also on the board of directors of the Canadian Welfare Council, the
United Community Fund, the United Church International Affairs Committee and
the Canadian Mental Health Association. Since retiring from the University
of Toronto, he has been consultant to the Department of Community and Social
e rvices, Ontario.
As a friend and associate for fifty-five years, one appreciated 'Chick'
Hendry as a man who worked hard for the causes he believed in, and spoke out
for social justice. His enthusiasm and dedication were very evident in his
term of office as a member of the National Council of the Canadian Red Cross
Society.
A member of the Arts and Letters Club since 1949, he was admired by everyone
for his sense of humour, friendly smile, stimulating conversation and

willingness to listen.

As the originator of *Minds on the Move' he has left

us an example of his innovative mind.
The many honours bestowed upon him are testimony to the great contribution
he has made toward improving relations between people in the world.
The Club has lost a valued friend.
-

A TRIBUTE TO JAMES R.

J.H. Ebbs

FORRESTER

Members were saddened to hear of the passing of James R. Forrester on October
He was an enthusiastic member of the Outdoor
10th at the age of 59 years.
He will be especially remembered for his great contribution
Sketching Group.
fall when working with a group of club artists he made quick portrait
*last
sketches of our ladies and guests.
Jim was a bomber pilot with the R.C.A.F. during World War II.

and was an accomplished organist.

He loved music

He built his lovely home in Agincourt brick
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by brick, with his own hands. But his great talent was as an artist - both
as a graphic artist and painter. He became a successful commercial artist
working at the T. Eaton Co., A.D.S. Studios, and later established his own
art studio. He eventually worked in New York City for the J.C. Penny Co.
commuting home to Toronto on weekends.
He took the big step and left the security of the commercial art business a
few years ago, to devote his full time to painting. He was a born perfectionist and produced many excellent landscape paintings some of which were
sold at our Annual Members Exhibition. He became particularly adept at
rendering in pencil, due to his commercial experience. His first love was
portraiture and in this area he was just beginning to receive recognition.
Beside his great talent for things artistic Jim had a great sense of humrour
His friendly warm manner and
which saw him through many a rough day.
Jim
by
his many friends in the Club.
missed
be
sorely
will
infectious laugh
grandchildren
three
Ron
and
and
sons,
Jim
leaves his wife Ila,two married
to whom we extend our deepest condolences.
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Bill Sherman

A TRIBUTE TO P. ALAN DEACON
A distinguished Life Member passed away on October 17.
Percival Alan Deacon,
M.R.A.I.C. was in his eighty-third year and had been a Member of our Club
since 1930.
After service with R.A.F. in World War I, he studied engineering and
architecture at S.P.S. at the University of Toronto. At that time he became
very interested in the new Hart House Theatre where he was involved with
the first
production, "Brothers in Arms" by Merrill Denison, who also became
One of P.A.ts duties was to carry actors and actresses
a Club member.
between the dressing rooms and the stage of a flooded Hart House when Taddle
Creek would reassert its course through the basement during heavy rains.
The first Canadian to enter the field of planning, Alan practised this
discipline and architecture from the beginning of 1920. He took an important
part in planning for some of the major growth areas in Southern Ontario.
He was active in the preparation of offical basic land-use plans relating to
zoning by-laws: Burlington and Suburban planning district and the Township
of London planning area are but two examples. He conducted annexation studies
and procedures for such cities as Oakville and Kitchener/Waterloo and provided consultation on the planning of transportation, roads and railway locations
for areas including Timmins and Trafalgar Township. lHe also resolved
environmental problems in many areas with the dedication of an accomplished
naturalist.
He was active in teaming up with solicitors representing ratepayers and
developers at Municipal Board hearings and was a peacemaker in many discussions concerning Old Yonge Street, for example, and others too numerous to
list.
He made preliminary planning studies for the Township of North York,

Meadow-

vale and for the City of Toronto zoning by-law in addition to many other
projects and provided consultation on amalgamation for areas including
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Burlington. Advisor to the Department of National Defence on building
Sconstruction during World War II, he had many schools and a variety of
Wesidential properties to his credit in peacetime.
A longtime member of the Board of Trade planning committee he was active in
the Lakeshore Expressway co-ordinating committee that took part in the
re-alignment of the Gardiner Expressway.
A Past-Chairman of the Town Planning Institute
of Canada, a founding member
of the Community Planning Association of Canada where he was National
Councillor for Ontario, he was a member and advisor of the International
Federation of Planning and Housing. One of five directors who applied for
letters patent for The Ontario Woodsworth Memorial Foundation, he maintained
an active interest in this work.
His relatives, his associates at Deacon, Arnett, Murray & Rankin, and Club
members will sincerely miss Alan Deacon who contributed so much to the
development of our Country.

