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January, 1958
THE CHRISTMAS DINNER
·i+
The Middle Ages knew no more pomp and boisterous goodwill than were exhibited by
Dinner
Christmas
Club
the
of
tradition
time-honoured
members who gathered to observe the
on December 28.
|ii
Wassail was, as usual, a delightful confusion of colourful conversation and
members.
most
for
magnetism
costume, with both Bowl and Bar displaying above average
The Great Hall had again been magnificently transformed by the "Willing Workers"?
whose efforts are elaborated upon in a later section of this chronicle. We must,
nonetheless, observe in this column that we have never seen a more praiseworthy job.
and
Having observed the hard work in progress, we have nothing but admiration for F~g
their
without
impossible
be
would
enjoyed,
we
his associates. Evenings, such as the one
splendid co-operation. (God bless them every one')
Once the members had gathered in the Great Hall, the processions began. The
Executive Procession entered the Hall to the music of Healey Willan's Choral March,
Ssung by the Choir and accompanied by Healey Willan and Reg. Godden. The Boar's Head,
a page right out of history, was greeted with thundering applause. A high point of this
procession was Howard Gerring's candle. (He was a bearer.) The severe countenance of
Al Fleming, usually a smiling fellow, bore testimony to the historical gravity of this
impressive parade -- his candle was held at "half-mast". The jester's "Slinky-Dog" was
trying to
We are still
a mark of distinction and the only concession to modern times.
the
observed
we
Though
stage.
figure out how "Slinky" negotiated the stairs to the
it.
can't believe
phenomenon with our own eyes, we still
Al Collier, as Seneschal, was a towering success. In addition to an impressive
costume, he sported galloping eyeballs. (Though at this particular function it would be
rather hard to sort out such imitations.)
The Chorus, under the direction of Horace Lapp, provided a musical background to
the festive feast. Sir Ernest MacMillan, usually in attendance, was in Kingston and
unable to be present. As President Wardropper explained, Sir Ernest was advising the
Canada Council on how to spend the "100 Million". Absence of another eminent member,
Vice-President Dave Ouchterlony, was also noted by the President, Dave being conductor of
the show at the Crest Theatre.
The President was joined enthusiastically by all in the Hall in his tribute to the
Club staff. He then introduced the reigning President of the St. George's Society,
Mr. Bill Bosley, who proved to be a landlord with a keen sense of humour.
Despite mike trouble, quickly corrected by 'Gene Butt, he greeted all with three
items of good news, -- (a) the plumbing would be kept in good repair; (b) we could help
to pay for the cost of necessary work; (c) we could, during the new year, enjoy the
privilege of paying our rent twice a month. Members greeted this latter vote of confidence with an applause which was quite underwhelming.
A brief playlet by Byers led off the entertainment. Entitled, "All's well that ends"
--- it did --- with the he'3 of Bill Shelden and Roly Pincoe.
A parade of Jumbo Christmas cards, conceived G"lSiT- hnson and Bill Sherman,
followed. As the curtains parted, Reg Heal, as the Prophet Isaiah, was cdisc.losed standing
in a colourful setting. His rendering of "Comfort ye, my people" from the Messiah proved
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- 2 to be one of the most impressive numbers on the programme.
Bill Shelden then appeared on the stage in appropriate costume and proceeded to
open the covers of the giant cards. For each of the cards there was a suitable musical@
accompaniment. Head hunters in the assembly had no difficulty in sorting out the
heads
of the members appearing in the different designs. Subjects of the cards and those
inserting their heads in the openings were as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

^|;,|;:
iiii

Three Santa Clauses - Philip Clark, Irwin Forster, Arthur Ament.
Four Cherubs - Gordon Wry, Jay Manning, Bill Thompson, Harvey Perrin.
Two Trumpeters - Cleeve Horne and Mickey Lester.
Golfer - Murray Brown.
The Boar's Head - Harry Jamieson.
Four Angels - Stan Cooper, Brendan Mulholland, Bill Deacon and Bill Hogarth.
Coach - Fred Challener, Arnot Craick, Walter Moorhouse and Don Byers.
Jingle Bells - Howard Grubb.

The Chorus under Lapp then took over, giving voice to familiar carols
and were
joined by the members. The words of one of the carols, "Now within the full of Time",
were written by Canon Ward and the music composed by Horace Lapp.
A feature was an illustrated rendition of "The Twelve Days of Christmas". Each
member of the Choir carried a coloured cut-out illustrating each day of the twelve,
such
as the three French hens, the seven swimming swans, the partridge in a pear
tree, etc.
The climax came when, after Horace seemed to be having trouble getting the chorus
started
and Harvey Perrin fared no better, a quarrel started between them. While they
wrangled,
Healey Willan quietly moved over from his table and easily started the chorus
off, to
the tumultuous applause of the audience. For a finale, there was a parade around the
Hall with a terrific drum roll by half the chorus and the other half tootling flutes.
In the absence of Sir Ernest MacMillan, Horace Lapp led the assembly in the First ·
Noel, a fitting climax to an impressive evening.
Footnotes: A special nod in the direction of Al Fleming who designed and wrote an
excellent programme. The programme had a special interest because it was set
in a new
German designed type known as Hammer Uncial.
In the absence of Canon Ward (in hospital at Sunnybrook) grace was said by
Dr. Healey Willan.
President Wardropper voiced the wishes of all that Canon Ward's stay in hospital
would be a brief one.
D. B.
THE PROCESSION FUNCTIONARIES
For the benefit of posterity, here recorded are the names of those who gave light
(candles) and colour (costumes) to the Executive and Boar's Head Processions at the
1957 Christmas Dinner -Jester: G. R. Hatton
Wardens: Dr. G. A. Fee and Dr. R. C. Laird
Sergeant at Arms: William Hogarth
Marshall: Alan Collier
Page: A. Muntzer
Bearer of the Boar's Head: H. T. Jamieson
Bearer of the Joint: Howard Grubb
Assistant Bearer of the Joint: Yvon Doucet
Bearer of the Plum Pudding: Brendan Mulholland
Knight Templar: John Yocum
Candle Bearers: A. Scott Carter, Dr. A. H. Rolph, Howard Gerring,
J. P. Renouf, R. Matthews, Dr. Ruggles George,
Roy Austin and Allan Fleming
In charge of Executive Procession: Robin Strachan
In charge of Boar's Head Procession: Roland Pincoe

W

MEMBERS OF THE CLUB CHOIR
*

With Horace Lapp conducting, the Club Choir was a major contributor to the enjoyment
of the Christmas Dinner. Here is the personnel of that jovial gang of songsters -Norman Alexander, 'Gene Butt, Frank Carrington, Hume Daykin, Reg Heal, Jay Manning,
Paul Mills, Harvey Perrin, Dr. Welford Russell, Dr. Van Snell, Walter Susskind, Bill
Thompson, Charlie Thompson, Bill Tucker and Gordon Wry.

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST DECORATIONS
A Discourse Concerning the several Treatisis contained in the Following Collection of
THEMES and DESIGNS and the AUTHORS of them, written by one who was present at their
suffering.
Geo .F.

Alex:
Lib. IV

Stouffville.
Horace .L.
Mimico,
His.Lib.
III
Chap. 39

SGeo.F.
Alex.
Lib.V
Bomac.

The FIRST EPISTLE of MASTER GEORGE of ye FOORD
to the Schemers and Planners
The Value of the Master PLAN which the ANCIENTS put upon this Epistle can not
be underestimated. It was translated into English by one Master Reginald (of
ye) HEAL and one Master Oswald d'Stacey of Willowdale.
It is indeed insinuated by a late very learned CRITICK, that while the
ELDERS were Assembled one Master LAPP (known as the HOARSE) cried out to his
FELLOW-LABOURERS:
"YOICKS, I LOVE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS"
As to the ELDERS mutual disagreement after all their endeavors to break this
point, shews how deep their consideration of the HIGH CHARACTER of this member
of the assembly. They agreed to it'
The SECOND EPISTLE of MASTER GEORGE of ye FOORD
to the Limners, Delineators and Painters
This directs the following FELLOW-LABOURERS: Masters Fred FINLEY, Yvon DOUCET
and one Master Jack FRENCH to inscribe on the wall behind the WORTHIE NOBLES
raised seat, some Heroic Action and Feats of Chivalry (in the manner of our
French cousins BAYEUX TAPESTRY) with various bands of SOLDIERS, some suffering
from the Power of the SWORD and DESTRUCTION: others enjoying the fruits of
Victory.

The FIRST EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
Stacey,
to the Schemers and Planners and others.
Alex.Lib. And first, for what concerns the person who wrote this Epistle, it is no small
Chap.1
Commendation which the spirit of GEORGE of ye FOORD has left us of him to say
Bayview. of Master Stacey whose very look is Instructive and whose Mildness POWERFUL,
and by whom I am perswaded to write this. WHERE the Apostle GEORGE mentions
him not only as his FELLOW-LABOURER in the work of ye CHRISTMASSE FEASTE; but
also one who's NAME was written in the SCRAP-BOOK of the CLUB.
Ad.Lib.
The SECOND EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d 'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
Oswald.S.
to the GUILD of GLASS STAINERS and MASTER STONE-MASONS
His.II
I DO COMMEND that you will construct with wonderous cunning the FABRIC of
R.G.McSTONE LATTICE and Leading; this was undertaken by the FELLOW-LABORERS,
Lean,
Master Roy Austin, one Master Ron Matthews, and one Master Bill Duthie (he
Ltd.
who is called 'the Tall').

'

The 2nd
Ad.Lib.

The THIRD EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
to the GUILD OF MASTER STONE-MASONS, 2nd Degree MASONS & others.
Oswald.S. WE DO GREET YOU WITH JOY, and do adjoin you to construct goodly walls with
His.Ill
which to contain our GREAT HALL, setting your STONES with UNCOURSED ROUGH
In
and BROKEN RANGE mixed: POLYGANAL MOSAIC and RANDOM RANGE mixed, plus three
Transit. Unit RANDOM ASHLAR mixed with LONG TYPE RANGE WORK. Dressing your stones with
Studesawed Finish, Dean Hammered, DROVE or BOUSTED, HAND TOOLED, CRANDALED,
baker.
PLUCKERED, HONED or, as many of you already have done, just plain POLISHED.

dk.

^
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The FOURTH EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
Oswald.S.
to The Guild of GLASS-STAINERS, LIMNERS and DELINEATORS
Hist.IV
I SALUTE YOU FROM ELM STREET, together with the other GUILDS and LABORERS,
Chap .XXX FLEE therefore those EVIL DRINKS which bring forth deadly Fruit; of which
14
if any one taste, he shall presently Dye. I DIRECT that you will prevail
Elm St.
with all your skill and craft in PAINTING and STAINING the GLASS.
Ad.Lib.
G.FOORD,
His.V.,
In
Trance.

^

I

WHEREFORE if you who are conversant in those ancient THINGS, AS HOWEVER,
WE HAVE no particular ACCOUNT, from GEORGE of ye FOORD, what the motive was
intended, yet from the various subjects contained therein, give a very
probable Guess at it.
It is DIRECTED that the GREAT HALL of S.GEORGE shall contain therein six
panels of wondrous glass, full rosey hued, shewing the LIVES, SUFFERINGS, etc.,
of certain of the Saints. The BEAUTY and COLOUR to be contained shall be
worthy of congratulation. HOWEVER, you will first take notice in the designs
of the new Seditions (called)SPUTNICS, which the ANGELS found in the Heavens,
the message to be contained exhorted all viewers to a complete CHRISTIAN
composure.
The Scenes from the Lives of certain Saints and Martyrs shall be one of
S.Elvis (called the Presley) playing a lute. The REVLON-ATIONS of a
particular Madonna (of Lipstyck). The Temptation by Satan of a Saint (name
unknown) and many others.

Gen.ConThe FIFTH EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
fusion:
to ye Schemers, Bands of Strolling Minstrels and Buffoons
Ex.Meeting;
IT IS SAID that one MASTER SYD JOHNSON (him of the quick grasp) became
Chap.XXXI resolute in his opinion and design for said STAGE ENTERTAINMENT CHRISTMASSE
14
CARDS, and took with him a kinsman LABORER, one MASTER WILLIAM SHERMAN (not of
Elm
ye tank). They not only came to some sharp words with one another about it
Street.
but did finally agree about it and then went their several ways concerning it*
They labored with certain men of cunning with brush and colour and produced a
harvest of DESIGNS, a great joy to behold. The LIMNERS and DELINEATORS were,
Master ADRIAN DINGLE, Master Mac. HASSELL, Master WALTER COUCIL (him of the
H.Lapp,
sly pencil), one OXFORD McNEIL (not of the College) and one Master BOB
Ad.Lib.
HUBBARD, (not related to ye olde mother seeking the Bone).
in
Here we may see, what the ancient manner of FEASTING was. WHEREFORE
Haste,
WITH MUCH readiness and joy, out of his desire to SUFFER, one MASTER LIMNER
Vol.1.,
called DET. VOSS (known as him of the FAST BRUSH), did execute the designs
Mimico,
for the TWELVE DAYS OF XMAS with haste and all possible gladness for the
Ont.
CLUB.

In

Ernest.
Vol.ad
infinit:
by
all of
US.

O.STACEY,
Vol.XXXII
Chap.$
In haste
etc.
Sect. 1
& 2.

The SIXTH EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
addressed to our very worthy STEWARD HENRY NICHOL (known by his Metal and
smiling countenance) and without question, his gracious LADY, Mrs. Nichol.
WE SALUTE YOU WITH JOY, ALL HONOUR AND ENLARGEMENT be given UNTO YOU.
For with PEACE in your heart, did not abominate the oft spilled-paint, the
saw-dust and other irksome Injuries. Ye were KIND to one and other of the
FELLOW-LABOURERS, and did effect by conversation, without grudging, the
PEACE, ORDER AND BEAUTY of our HALL many times. THESE THINGS, BELOVED, we
write unto you only, so let every MEMBER of the CLUB BLESS YOU, each in his
own way with a heart full of gladness and joy.
The SEVENTH EPISTLE of MASTER OSWALD d'STACEY of WILLOWDALE
to the members of ARTSANDLETTERS.
IT WILL BEHOVE US to acknowledge the willing manner and generous
offers of LABOR (if we did need them) were communicated to us, many tymes,
through the route of Bell's cunning device, on the FRIDAY, DEC.XXVII,
without an edict. Dominus Vobiscum.
IN CONCLUSION
I SHALL ADD BUT ONE consideration more, the BETTER to shew the TRUE
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'G.B.,
Ad.Lib.
116
YorkVille.
Tor. 5
ONT.

DEFERENCE that ought to be paid to the TREATISIS here collected. THAT they
were not only written by such men as I have said, endued with extraordinary
GIFTS FOR MAKING XMAS FEASTS, and upon all these ACCOUNTS to be much respected
by us, BUT WERE moreover received by the ELDERS of the CLUB as PIECES of a
very great value, which could not be mistaken in its JUDGEMENT of them.
Translated and collected by a quiet member, 'G.B.

INTER-CLUB YEAR-END GREETINGS
Albert Cloutier, President, The Arts Club, Montreal, wired on December 24 -"The Council and members of The Arts Club send their heartiest greetings for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our affiliated members."
George Baker, Secretary, Savage Club, cabled on December 30 -- "My brother Savages
wish all members of The Arts and Letters Club prosperity and happiness for 1958 and
many years to come."

Noticed in the Club mail -- Letter addressed to Mr. C. Horne, Proprietor, Arts
and Letters Club. Large envelope addressed to Mrs. Nichols, Manager, Arts and Letters
Club. Is this a new combination?

S

Answering an inquiry as to how many members attended the Christmas Dinner, the
number was approximately 175.

A FEW PERSONAL NOTES OF THE MONTH
Eric Freifeld has been elected President of the Canadian Society of Graphic Art.
Harley Parker is the Society's representative to the Canadian National Exhibition.
Murray Davis, actor-manager of the Crest Theatre, acts as adjudicator for the
University of Toronto Drama Committee's one-act play festival at Hart House Theatre
on January 10 and 11.
Bryant Fryer is well on the way to recovery after his recent illness and hopes to
be at the Club early in the New Year.
His many friends in the membership extend sympathy to Ernest R. Rolph in the
death of his daughter, Miss Mary Rolph, which occurred on December 29.
The announcement that Dr. Claude T. Bissell had been appointed President of the
University of Toronto was received with pleasure by his fellow members of the Club.
A well-illustrated article about him appeared in The Globe Magazine on Saturday,
January 4.
Canon Ward is in Sunnybrook Hospital but fortunately only for the purpose of
rest and observation. An excellent sketch of the Canon's career appeared in The Globe
and Mail of January 4, occasioned by the announcement of his retirement as Rector of
St. Stephen's Anglican Church.
T. A. Reed, who, it is good to know, is making a steady recovery from his recent
operation, is author of a well-illustrated article on "The Observatory at Toronto,
1840 - 1908" in the December issue of the Canadian Geographical Journal. Inspired to
ct~i Cv~

- 6write it by certain erroneous references to the Observatory which had appeared in the
press, he applied his painstaking research efforts to uncover the facts, with the
result
that his article supplies a very complete and authoritative history of this interesting•
institution.
A.C. Williams, non-resident member, Bronxville, N.Y., has recently returned from
a
five months safari in Africa. He wrote to say that all through the trip he had in
his
mind's eye one thing and that was by hook or crook to get to Toronto for the Christmas
Dinner. It was a great disappointment to him that he couldn't manage it, because of
pressure of work, but he says --- "I have already started planning for next year.
Are
the tickets printed yet?"

SOME ACTIVITIES OF THE MUSICIANS
On the evenings of December 31 and January 1, the Mendelssohn Choir entered a new
phase in its long and brilliant history. From the beginning of the choir under Dr.
A.
S. Vogt, there have been only three permanent conductors -- Dr. Vogt, Dr. H. A.
Fricker
and Sir Ernest MacMillan. These famous men have all left their musical imprints upon
the Choir and these imprints have been responsible for its solid foundation and background, evident at every performance. Now the Choir has a new conductor who, it is very
certain, will make the same contribution and place his own distinguished musical signature on the Choir as have all his predecessors. Our own Fred Silvester, after all
his
years of rehearsing the Choir for some one else to take over for the performances, is
now THE conductor of the Mendelssohn Choir and his first major work with the Choir
was
Handel's Messiah.
Any review of the music and performance does not seem at all necessary here and
at this time. Our main concern is that Fred was given a splendid ovation by a full
W
house at both evenings and such a welcome bodes well for his future success. Another
thing very noticeable was that the orchestra players like and respect him. This means
that he is sure of their musical support, an asset of greatest importance to a new
conductor. The tempDwith which Fred conducted was very satisfying and much commented
upon by both the performers and the audience. He did not distort the music and one
had
a feeling that he was playing it as George Frederick Handel might have played it himself.
For twenty-one years at Christmas time the CBC have arranged a sort of Almanac of
Music and Events. Frank Willis arranged the Toronto portion and Samuel Hersenhoren
conducted an orchestra of thirty men and chorus in a half hour of the very nostalgic
and sparkling tunes of 1936. This was very much enjoyed by many who could have wished
for much more of the same. "Sammy" has a decided flair for getting together a group
of players and with two hours rehearsal making things sound as if they had been
rehearsed for two weeks.
This next item could be entitled "Heartwarming Scoop on Elie Spivak" and offers
a different "slant" on Eli which few of us know about. Every year for the past
19
years Elie has arranged a concert of "good" music for the bed patients in the Toronto
General Hospital. The use of the word "good" is almost superfluous as Eli in his
whole life has never been associated with any music which is not "good". Usually
about the 16th of January he arranges for a cellist, a singer, sometimes a marimba
player, or anyone who would be of special interest to the patients. They love him
and they love his playing (as who doesn't?) and the joy on their faces is wonderful
to see. Mostly they arrive by wheel chair but some can walk down to the pavilion
and never is there a more intent and appreciative audience anywhere. Elie is most
generous with them and responds heartily to their insistent demands for encore after
encore. So much do they enjoy the music that they even seem to regret taking time

·

-7off to enjoy the elegant luncheon prepared by the Women's Association
of Social Service.
Davidson Ketchum is again making news with his everlasting and always enjoyable
Hymn to the Glory of Free Enterprise". Davidson, who is Professor of
Psychology at
the University of Toronto, wrote this many years ago for the Arts and
Letters Club
Review. Since then it has been featured at several Club Reviews and
also in Mavor
Moore's "Spring Thaw". Last year it was reprinted in "Blasted Pine", an anthology
of
satire compiled by F. R. Scott and A. J. F. Smith. The Canadian Broadcaster
called
Davidson to ask permission to publish it in that magazine and mentioned
that they had
seen it in Time Magazine. This was the first that Dave had heard of that bit
of news,
which fact comes under the title of "How oblivious can you get?" Time, already
yet;'
Latest report from St. Paul's Church office is that Dr. Charles Peaker is recovering
nicely from a recent heart attack and after several weeks rest should
be back at work
again, where, from all accounts, we're afraid he will be busy getting
himself all keyed
up for another one. The word "relaxation" apparently has never appeared in Charles'
vocabulary. Even in the hospital he insists on having a telephone right
at his bedside and from all reports it is connected to the hottest and busiest
wires in Canada.
One of the most talented musicians and one of the world's great organists, we hope he
will be reasonable and just take it a little easier.
H. L.

CANADIAN ART ON VIEW IN LOS ANGELES
*

Canadian art and artists are receiving attention this winter in Los Angeles
through
the inclusion in an exhibit depicting the history, culture and industrial development
of
Canada of the C. S. Band Collection of paintings and drawings. Sponsored, prepared
and
constructed by the Canadian Exhibition Commission especially for Los Angeles,
the exhibit, which is located in the Los Angeles County Museum, is entitled "Canada
Visits
California". It includes almost every aspect of Canadian civilization, from primitive
Eskimo sculpture to a modern nuclear reactor. The C. S. Band Collection, which is
probably the best known private group of Canadian pictures, has added materially
to
the attractiveness of the exhibit. The Collection, which includes the work of A. Y.
Jackson, Arthur Lismer, Lawren Harris, Emily Carr and F. H. Varley, has been shown
in
many major public galleries, including the National Gallery of Canada, the Rochester
City Art Gallery and the Stratford Festival. It is expected that approximately
a
million people will visit the Canadian exhibit during its stay in Los Angeles.
Mr. Band, through whose instrumentality the people of Los Angeles are receiving
this introduction to Canadian art, has been for many years an esteemed member of the
Arts and Letters Club. His interest in and encouragement of the work of Canadian
artists has been a valued contribution to the progress of art in Canada.

AN APPEAL TO CANADIAN ARTISTS
An interesting suggestion comes to hand from Club member, J. R. Kidd, who is
the Director of the Canadian Association for Adult Education. Mr. Kidd is at present
on loan to the University College of the West Indies for the purpose of assisting
them in planning the future operations of the College, particularly in view
of such
developments as federation (coming in April) and self-government.
In carrying out this assignment, Mr. Kidd has visited
all of the British
territories in the Caribbean -- British Honduras, Jamaica, the Virgin Islands, the
Leeward Islands, the Windward Islands, Barbados, Trinidad and British Guiana.
He

-8found that in almost every place there were a few artists and that some of their work
was surprisingly good. But these men were usually labouring under great difficulties,
both in making a living and in receiving the kind of support, criticism, friendship
·
that can only come from fellow artists. Many of these artists were self-taught in the
main and they were very isolated. So Mr. Kidd offers this suggestion -"It would be of great value to their work, and also to raising the standard of
art all over this new federation, if they had more contact, even brief in duration,
with artists from Canada. This ought to be possible from time to time because of the
number of Canadian artists who escape the blizzards and find their way to these
territories. If any Club members are planning to be in such places as Jamaica, or
Barbados, or Trinidad or British Guiana in the next few months, I would be glad to
put them in touch with fellow-artists in these places."
Mr. Kidd's address is -- University College of the West Indies, Mona, St.Andrew,
Jamaica, B.W.I.

ANOTHER BOOK BY DR. G. H. NEEDLER
Indefatigable Dr. George H. Needler has another book to his credit. Published
just before Christmas, his "Louis Riel: the Rebellion of 1885" tells the story of
the campaign of that year based on his own experiences as a corporal in the University
Company of the Queen's Own Rifles. While the account of his participation in the
campaign from the time he left Toronto until his return forms the main theme of the
book, the scope of the work is much broader and takes in the campaign as a whole. IL
may be regarded as a most reliable first-hand record of an important event in the
history of Canada told in an entertaining style.
Dr. Needler has also had a reprint made of "The Battleford Column", his versified
.
account of the Rebellion. This was written to mark the 60th anniversary of the campaign. It was issued privately and was never regularly in the book market. Dr. Needler
has had numerous requests for copies, particularly since his broadcast last July, and
the reprint is the result of this demand. It has been made for sale and is handled by
Lt. Col. Keefler, editor of The Canadian Military Journal, who printed the original.

THE SAVAGE CLUB CENTENARY
It is learned from The Times Weekly Review of December 12 that the centenary
celebration of the Savage Club passed off with great eclat at the Savoy Hotel on
Sunday, December 10.
"Here, of course, was a grand occasion with no central figure demanding adulation," noted the report. "There was, in truth, no Mr. Savage, for the Savage Club,
according to one acceptable book of reference, was formed in 1857 by a literature
group who called themselves Savages to denote their freedom from conventionalism.
George Augustus Sala put it better when he said that they called themselves Savages
just for fun."
"It was the Savoy that heard the traditional choruses in the good voices of men
only that are heard at the Saturday nights of the Savages in their own home. Nor
did anyone join in them more heartily and boyishly than Lord Goddard himself and his
neighbour at table, Mr. Somerset Maugham. There came the moment for messages from
absent friends, with the Duke of Edinburgh first wishing long life to his brother
Savages, and then from the oldest member, Mr. Bernard Gribble, who is within 10
years of the Club's own century."'
"Sir Norman Birkett, in welcoming the guests, spoke of flourishing kindred
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clubs in the United States, Canada, and other parts of the world. Mr. Paul McGrath
of The Players, New York, spoke of the pride that such clubs felt in the Savage -which, indeed, was often 'home' to them."

THE LIBRARY
By far the most important book to be obtained for the library this year is the
first volume of the Encyclopedia Canadiana, for this is the forerunner of a ten-volume
set which - in both quality and scope - represents an enterprise of greatest importance
in Canada. The project was launched in 1952, with John E. Robbins as Editor-in-chief
and W. Kaye Lamb as Editorial Consultant. Some 800 persons have contributed manuscripts
to the Encyclopedia, and several times this number has responded to requests for information or illustrations. A partial list of contributors occupies 15 pages in the first
volume, and here a number of Club members may be identified. In addition to numberless
black-and-white illustrations, there are coloured supplements to articles of major
significance. If any member is seeking information (alphabetically) from "Abalone" to
"Blowers, Sampson Salter", the first volume of this highly acclaimed Encyclopedia now
stands ready to be of service.

*

Three publications have been placed on the "New Additions" shelf with the hope
that they will engage the attention of those interested in Design. The first of these
is Industrial Design In America, edited by the Society of Industrial Designers, and
produced to mark the tenth anniversary of the founding of the Society. This 224 -page
survey illustrates the best creative design in a cross-section of American industry.
Under 11 broad sections are to be found representative work of 153 members of the
Society. The other publications are both Canadian:
one is titled Canadian Designs
For Everyday Use, and is a guide to creative design with particular reference to the
"Canadian Design Index" maintained by the National Gallery of Canada; the other is
titled Design Awards 1957, and is a booklet published by the National Industrial
Design Council. The N I D C is an extension of the National Gallery of Canada, and
it is this Council which maintains, at a permanent Design Centre, the Canadian Design
Index mentioned above.
In the May Monthly Letter reference was made to the Royal Commission Report on
Broadcasting. There is now on display an analysis titled Canadian Television And
Sound Radio Programmes; this analysis constitutes Appendix XIV of the Commission's
Report. It is interesting to note that this 200-page Appendix has an Appendix.

Marsh Jeanneret of the University of Toronto Press has given to the library a
copy of Harold Adams Innis. The book, written by Donald Creighton, has been autographed by the author. This eloquent biography presents the achievements of Dean
Innis, and shows the influence he had in his chosen field of economic history.
H. B.

DEATH OF AN ARTIST MEMBER
SThe

Monthly Letter has again to record the death of another of the older
members of the Club. Egbert C. Reed passed away in the Guelph General Hospital
on December 23, following a heart attack. He was 71 years of age and had been a
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member of the Club since 1920. Egbert Reed's chief claim to fame will be as the
producer of numerous portraits done in crayon and charcoal. He made a specialty of
this work and his productions were highly regarded. But besides being an artist,
he had talent as a writer, both of prose and poetry. He was accustomed each year
at
Christmas time to write and appropriately illustrate a poem as his remembrance to
his friends. He was interested in work with boys, particularly with the underprivileged
and during his lifetime did much to help in the rehabilitation of youths who had been
convicted in the juvenile court. As of late he had resided outside Toronto, his
visits
to the Club were infrequent but when he did drop in to lunch, it was to make, with
his
witty talk, reminiscences and anecdotes, an entertaining contribution to the conversation around the table. He prized his membership in the Club and had many friends
among its members, who now mourn the passing of an esteemed colleague.

A CLUB FLASHBACK
From an old diary, December 5, 1912. "After luncheon at the Club today, those
of us who remained were treated to two violin selections by Mischa Elman. The noted
violinist, who plays at Massey Hall tonight, was Bridle's guest. He is a queer
little fellow, short, ugly and with frizzly hair. One looks at him and wonders how
such as he can be so divinely gifted. He is rather coarse in his tastes, eating
like
a starved newsboy. But, with his instrument in his hands, he can produce wonderful
harmonies. The Club room presented a picturesque appearance as he played. There was
a fire blazing in the big fireplace and the members present were grouped around it.
On the little platform in the far corner, Mischa played his two pieces. He seemed
to mesmerize everybody."

LEWIS MILLIGAN'S PARODY OF A FAMOUS POEM
"You are old, Father Human," the young man said,
"And you're living at too fast a pace.
Your science and atoms have gone to your head,
And your wits have flown out into space."
"In my youth," Father Human replied with a grin,
"I invented the gas-filled balloon;
But now in a rocket I go for a spin,
And I'm going to fly to the moon."
"But what will you do with the moon, my good sire?"
Said the youth, "There is nothing in that."
To which the old man responded with ire,
"Don't ask silly questions, you brat'"

NOTES ON MEMBERS'

1957 CHRISTMAS CARDS

f{is Excellency the Governor General, Vincent Massey, favored his fellow
members with one of his personal cards containing reproduction of photograph Club
showing
Queen Elizabeth, Prince Philip, the Governor General and his dog strolling in the
grounds of Government House last October.
J. Edgar Middleton followed his usual custom of sending his greetings in the
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form of a little original poem neatly printed in a folder.
Poetry also exuded from the pen of H. Napier Moore, with picture of his residence
at Nassau and portraits of himself, Mrs. Moore and "Henshaw", the family canine.
Another non-residenter, T. H. McGuire, East Riverside, New Brunswick, likewise
invoked the muse to carry his greetings in a folder from "The Guy who enjoys his
friends."
A brief poetic effusion, simply printed, was issued by Percy Schutte to the
effect that "the money we'd have spent on cards has gone to the Scott Mission".
Murray Brown's penchant for golf found expression in what looks like a golfer's
Noel nightmare.
Fred Haines' contribution was another of his delightful linoleum cuts of a woodland scene done in brown.
Nicholas Hornyansky used one of his own compositions "Snow in Venice" as the
subject of his greeting card.
The Oswald Staceys again employed their dog "Spur" to look after their Christmas
greetings. Depicted as an artist, he is engaged in painting at an easel the words
"Merry Christmas".
The Fleetwood-Morrow family, suitably garbed, posed in an ancient automobile, and
photographed against the snowy background of their house, provided the theme for their
card.
A scissors-cut-out of (presumably) two choir boys, was the unique offering of
Alan, Ruth and lan Collier, with inscription "Joyous Noel".
Ned Pratt collaborated with his daughter Claire in the production of the family
card, he providing an appropriate poem and she the pen and ink design which bordered
it.
"Northern Lights - Bon Echo" appeared on a striking card sent out by Lisa and
Merrill Denison of Bon Echo and Montreal.
The seasons greetings of Margaret and 'Gene Butt carried a lino block, hand
printed, of a little sketch of their country home, Tanglewood Farm.
Several highly stylized Christmas symbols featured the unique card sent by
Sydney H. and Helen Watson.
The Floyd Chalmers' card was one of the most striking of the season, with an
original design of unusual interest. It was based on the claim that Shakespeare
referred to Christmas in only one of his plays -- "Love's Labour Lost". A bust of
Shakespeare, a rose and a sprig of holly figure in the design.
H. Det Voss, as might be expected, turned out something unquestionably unique
and unusual. In the form of a little booklet of twelve pages on which fine little
lithos of six of his sketches appear, he goes in for a bit of philosophizing on the
achievements of the passing years.
Harold Gully reproduced a Christmas greeting of a few years ago, as he felt its
theme was pertinent to the present day. It consisted of two scrolls on mounted
aluminum depicting the Christmas story on one and "Peace in our Time?" on the other.
"The bible story is the same but unhappily human relations are still a mockery of
its purpose of peace and good-will toward men."
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1958

THE JANUARY DINNER
The Club's Monthly Dinner on January 25 falling on the anniversary of the birth of
Robbie Burns, observance of that notable event was dramatized through a keynote address
by "Roburrt" Christie.
While we distinctly heard every wurrd, we wurr, unfortunately,
It did sound quite impurresive, however.
unable to translate his utturances.
Before the speaker of the evening was introduced, Al Fleming was called on to make
a few explanatory remarks about the typographical display which had just been hung on the
(An item about the display appears later in the Letter.)
walls of the Hall.
Ted Heinrich, Director of the Royal Ontario Museum, described some of his experiences
while in charge of the restoration and rehabilitation of European art and cultural
treasures after the last war.
In anticipation of the impending world upheaval and its villainous impact on art
treasures, a body of 180 interested people had been formed prior to actual hostilities to
take whatever action was necessary to prevent wanton destruction of irreplaceable works.
Pressure of national interests and responsibilities, however, made the work of this group
an unrealized dream.
During the war many attempts were made by Allied and enemy soldiers and governments
It took the eyes of an eagle, the patience of
to "make off" with parts of the treasure.
Job and the diplomacy of Disraeli to keep the American Government, particularly, interested
in the need for sufficient funds to protect and restore the matchless collection of art
treasures.
In one instance, a group of professional people raised up their own art gallery out
of the charred rubble of a bombed city, encouraged in their endeavors by Ted, who unselfishly gave his own Saturdays and Sundays to the project.
Welford Russell, at the piano, presented a series of his original compositions which
Soloist Minor Halliday, an exceptional young tenor,
set to music Elizabethan poetry.
The songs, in four
joined Welford to provide a unique and pleasing musical experience.
groups, were as follows:
"Love in thy
Exhortation to Love: Fletcher's "Come hither you that love"; Anon.
youth fair maid"; Marlowe's "Come live with me and be my love."
"Weep you no more"; A.W. "Sweet love mine only treasure";
Love's Devotion: Anon.
Sidney's "My true love hath my heart".
Love's Fickleness: Shakespear's "Blow blow thou winter wind"; Wyatt's "With serving
still";
Wyatt's "All heavy minds".
Love's Despair: Browne's "So shuts the marigold" and Shakespeare's "Come away Death".
D. B.

*THE

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Plans for celebrating the Club's 50th Anniversary are shaping up nicely and the programme of events bids fair to be in keeping with the importance of the occasion.
As a preliminary and forming part of the celebration, at the monthly dinner on
Saturday, March 1, honorary life memberships are to be conferred on members who were
associated with the life of the Club during the days it was located in the old Court
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House.
Then, the week of March 24 will be constituted a Week of the Arts. Each day from
Monday to Friday, there will be a luncheon specially devoted to one of the arts -- LiteratO,
Architecture, Music, Painting and Sculpture, and the Drama. Each of these luncheons will
be presided over by a Past President, who was associated with the particular art being
honored, and an effort will be made to have leading figures in that art present at the
luncheon. All members, of course, will be entitled to attend the luncheons.
The week's observance will culminate in the 50th Anniversary Dinner on the Saturday
evening. A programme appropriate to the occasion is being arranged, details of which
will be announced later.
An anniversary booklet, handsomely designed, is in preparation as a fitting souvenir
of this important event in the Club's history.

WANTED
Playbills of stage shows, stage designs, Christmas Dinner Programmes -- in short, any
historical material about the Club. Members are requested to ransack their cellars,
garrets and other repositories and turn in any items of this nature they may have stowed
away. It is hoped to have an exhibit of such items at the time of the Anniversary.

LADIES ATTEND REPEAT PERFORMANCE
The Christmas Dinner programme was repeated with pronounced success at a Ladies' Night
on January 8 and, despite rather short notice, the Hall was well filled for the performanc
In some respects it was a better show than the original.
Starting the programme with Reg
Heal's appearance in the role of the prophet Isaiah singing "Comfort ye, my people", at
least gave a dignified opening to what developed later into a hilarious round of numbers.
Don Byers' skit, "All's well that ends", in the impromptu hands of Horace Lapp, fairly
convulsed the audience. The Jumbo Christmas Cards were shown again, with Stan Cooper manipulating the cover. Due to the absence of original performers, there were several repeaters among the faces that embellished the cards. The choir were there in good numbers
and, with Horace Lapp conducting, repeated their programme of carols to good effect, their
illustrated rendition of "The Twelve Days of Christmas" being performed in livelier fashion
than at the Christmas Dinner. The evening ended with a re-showing of 'Gene Butt's collection of nativity slides as exhibited at the November Dinner.

A LADIES' NIGHT MOTION PICTURE SHOW
Ladies' Night at the Club on Tuesday, January 21, brought out a capacity audience.
Four motion pictures of very special interest were shown.
1. MURAL.
This is a record of the three years of planning, development and
execution of the two large wall paintings (each 32' x 21') in the foyer of the new Imperial
Oil Building. The artist, Club member R. York Wilson, was faced with many problems. How
these were solved is told in a very interesting and instructive manner. The completed
paintings are outstanding examples of contemporary art.
2. PRELUDE TO SPRING.
This is a very beautiful film with many novel effects and wasW
produced by a Toronto amateur, Jack Ruddell. By means of "time lapse" photography a great
variety of spring flowers are brought to full bloom on the screen, from tight bud, in a
few seconds, whereas the actual blooming time of the flowers runs up to as much as sixteen
days. In the preparation of this film, 1200 hours were used over a three year period
to
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3. THE CITY OF GOLD.
As motion picture cameras were unknown in the boom days of
Dawson City, most of the film shown was shot from black and white still photographs and by
means of very clever camera work a fine illusion of motion was achieved and
the stirring
days of the Trail of '98 were recaptured.
4. THE SCEPTRE AND THE MACE.
This documentary film of the Royal Visit to Canada last
fall has been widely acclaimed throughout the Commonwealth. The film opens with the
Queen
and Prince Philip at Rideau Hall with Governor General Massey, which is followed
by the
drive from Government House to the Parliament Buildings. Before the actual ceremony
of the
opening of Canada's Parliament, emphasis is placed on the meaning of the Monarchy.
The Art
Director was Tom Daley, whose father and brother are members of the Club.
Our thanks are due to Club members Prendergast, Moses and Band for having made
these
fine films available.
C.A.G.M.

A PENSION FUND BEING RAISED
It has been brought to the attention of the Club Executive that St. Stephen's
Church
proposes to raise a fund to establish a pension or annuity for Canon Ward, who has
now
retired from his position as Rector. As Canon Ward has for so long been the beloved
Padre of the Club, it was felt that many of his friends among our members would
wish to
share in this project. Anyone wishing to do so should make his cheque payable to
"St.
gStephen's Anglican Church Pension Fund" and send it to Mr. Ernest G. Moogk, 35 Rochester
WAvenue, Toronto 12, one of the wardens of the Church. Contributions to this Fund
will
enjoy the usual tax exemption.

A REMARKABLE EXHIBIT OF TYPOGRAPHY
Following the removal of the Christmas setting from the Great Hall, a very interesting
exhibit of the typographical art was hung on the walls. It seems that in 1954 a
small
body of typographic designers in Europe got the idea of seeking solutions to the typographical problems connected with the printing of the Bible. It was felt that this would
be a fitting way to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the first printing of the Bible
by
Johann Gutenberg in Mainz, Germany, in 1455.
The designers of the world were invited to submit their solutions. The idea met
with
a favorable response and designs were received from many countries. Among them was
one
from Canada submitted by Carl Dair, a typographic designer of Toronto. The designs
were
gathered together in 1955 and 750 sets of proofs were made up in handsome portfolios.
Each
designer received two complete sets; other sets were distributed to libraries and the
remainder were sold. No designs are copyrighted and those who promoted the undertaking
hope that use will be made of the solutions in future printing of the Bible.
Members of the Club are greatly indebted to Al Fleming, himself a typographic designer, for the privilege of seeing this unique exhibit. He purchased one of the sets.

WILSON WOODSIDE'S NEW BOOK
Wilson Woodside's "The University Question: Who Should Go? Who Should Pay?" has
just been published by the Ryerson Press. Woody's fans have long valued his penetrating
analysis of international affairs and now they can read about the vexatious problem
of
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tically thorough and clear Woodside manner. Wilson has surveyed all Canadian universitiesWe
and the community's needs. He has written an exposition and guide, not for educators or
government officials alone, but for the industrialist, the college grad -- in fact, just
about any Canadian disturbed by the nation's higher education requirements and how they
must be met; the kind of education, who should go, expansion plans and problem of financing.
It also deals with the junior college and the technical institute. Principal Cyril James
of McGill says in the foreword:
"Mr. Woodside has performed a service for which all
university men are grateful."
To which many others after reading the book will be able
to say, "Amen".
J.H.Y.

The book "Fences", containing a series of drawings of fences by the late C. W.
Jefferys, with accompanying commentary by Harry Symons, has made its appearance from
The Ryerson Press.

An exhibition of paintings by the late L. A. C. Panton, former President of the Club,
is on view at the Park Gallery, Avenue Road.

SOME PERSONAL NOTES OF THE MONTH
At this time of writing, Canon Ward is still at Sunnybrook Hospital. His condition @
is reported to be showing improvement. At the meeting of the Executive Committee on
January 21, a motion was unanimously adopted appointing him Honorary Chaplain of the Club.
T. J. Tobin, who has been living in Port Hope for the last few years as a non-resident
member, underwent a major operation in the Toronto General Hospital on January 30th. His
condition is reported as favorable.
Brendan Mulholland, accompanied by Mrs. Mulholland, is sailing from New York on or
about February 21 on a cruise by freighter to Valparaiso, Chile, and will probably be away
for five or six weeks.
Loren A. Oxley has been re-elected Treasurer of the Architectural Conservancy of
Ontario.
Norman McMurrich has been appointed a member of the Council of the Ontario Association
of Architects.
Eric Arthur, who has been busy looking after the competition for a design for the new
Toronto City Hall, reports that approximately 170 architects have registered. Closing date
for the receipt of entries is March 28 and he expects that about 1000 will probably compete.
Pat Richards again acted as Moderator at the Financial Editors' Merry-go-round, held
at the Royal York Hotel on January 15. This annual event which takes place under the
auspices of the Canadian Credit Men's Trust Association, grows in interest every year.
Starting in one of the small rooms of the Hotel, it now requires one of the large rooms
to accommodate the crowd who come to listen and to learn.
The number of judges who are members of the Club has been increased by the elevation
of Harold A. W. Timmins, Q.C. to the bench as a judge of the County Court of York. His
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fellow members extend congratulations on the honour that has come to him. Judge Timmins,
who was sworn in on January 31, became a member of the Club in 1956. Highlights of his
career -- service in the First World War, called to the bar in 1920, created a K.C. in
1942 and M.P. for Parkdale, 1946-49.
Napier Moore, calm amid all the disturbances at Nassau, lent a hand in the emergency
to get the local morning paper out -- under difficulties. He reports that before the
troops arrived things were pretty tense and (writing on January 20) in his opinion the
trouble wasn't over yet "because there are no jobs for the misguided fools to go back to".
Just before the strike the Moores suffered a distressing loss when a baby hurricane
obliterated their garden.
Harry T. Jamieson, honorary auditor of the Arts and Letters Club, was made an
honorary life member of the Watsonian Club of Toronto at its annual dinner on January 17.
There are Watsonian Clubs all round the world composed of former students of George Watson's
College, Edinburgh. Harry Jamieson has been the secretary of the Toronto Club for 40 years
(he has also served as President) and it was in recognition of his long service that the
honorary life membership was conferred on him.

THE LIBRARY

^A

To begin with an irrelevant comment: it would appear that readers of this column are
not plagued by curiosity. The observation is based on the fact that reference in the last
letter to "Blowers, Sampson Salter" has not brought one request to have him further identified.
The second volume of the Encyclopedia Canadiana is now on display. The more one
browses through these volumes the more one appreciates what a fine job has been done by
the editors. Everything that belongs in a general encyclopedia seems to be here, and all
subjects are presented with a Canadian viewpoint. One of the reasons why these books should
be a valuable source of reference to the Club is the inclusion of entries on men well known
in the art fields. As an example, one will find in the present volume two consecutive
entries dealing with Gus Bridle and Fred Brigden.
A pair of Annual Reports for the fiscal year 1956-57 are on the New Additions shelf.
One - from the National Gallery of Canada - is very pleasing in appearance and presents 37
illustrations. The other - from the British Council - contains a great deal of interesting
information in its 96 pages, beginning with an article (by the Chairman of the Council)
titled
"Cultural Relations with Soviet Russia".
Two portfolios of Canadian drawings have been obtained. Each contains four reproductions which have been published by the National Gallery of Canada. The First Portfolio of
Canadian Drawings contains Varley's "Head of a Girl", Carr's "Wood Interior", Roberts'
"Gatineau Landscape", and Raphael's "Habitant" and "Snow-Shoer". The Second Portfolio of
Canadian Drawings contains Beaulieu's "Man With Puppet", Leduc's "The Prayer", Pellan's
"Head", and Cosgrove's "Nude". A note on the back of these reproductions lists the artists'
dates and the collection to which the drawing belongs.
H. B.

SSOME

ACTIVITIES OF THE MUSICIANS

An amusing item from the Jack Benny Programme concerning Walter Susskind. Jack was
recently in Chicago playing (?) the violin for a Benefit with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
Walter was in Chicago also and happened to be the guest conductor with the Symphony espec-
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account of it on his succeeding show. He said he had no difficulty following Susskind,
for Walter had been very wise. He had tied a dollar bill to the tip of his baton and witi
that inspiration Jack followed him perfectly. He even followed him home afterwards. This
winded him as he had to run while Walter rode in a taxi. Apparently Jack did not let up
till he had finagled the dollar bill from Walter. It may not have been true, but on the
other hand it could very well have been.
Stan Cooper has a very attractive daughter who is also one of our most excellent
pianists, and it is with great pleasure we learn that she is being interviewed by Arthur
Godfrey people regarding an appearance on their show. She has great talent and this could
be the beginning of some wonderful chances for her. We all wish her the best and are also
holding our breath for Stan as well.
The Arts and Letters Club Detective Bureau of Missing Musicians now reports:-Reg Godden is with the National Ballet which has just left on its annual tour.
George Crum is also with the National Ballet, which he has conducted since the
beginning.
Nicholas Goldschmidt is still out on the West Coast working on his assignment in
connection with the British Columbia Centenary.
Reginald Stewart has resigned from the Peabody School of Music, of which he was the
principal for so many years. He plans to do much more conducting throughout the country.
Samuel Hersenhoren has a new programme on CBC. This show is written and produced by
Ernest Morgan and the name is "Strictly for Strings". The music is well known standard
classics and very easy to listen to. The addition of piano and celeste is pleasant.
Ernest does a very neat job of writing and altogether it is a nice half hour just when
you need it on Friday morning at 11:30.
The National Ballet will be on tour for four months this season, which is exactly
8 weeks longer than their last tour. This year they will even spend some time in Mexico
in response to many requests from several of the larger Mexican cities.
Harold Sumberg, who has many rare and fine pieces in his art collection of pewter,
has recently secured an interesting item from as near as Richmond Hill. This is of
special interest to Club members as it is an ancient charger of very beautiful pewter
(1676). These chargers were apparently most in demand at big banquets where they made
great ceremony of carrying in the boar's head. They also became handy for certain
vicious and unscrupulous tyrants wishing and plotting to do away with some traitorous
friend or too smart enemy. It was quite the thing then to be able to pipe your late
enemy's head in, grinning sheepishly from the vantage point on top of one of these
nicely turned out chargers. Harold also obtained some beautiful Pricket altar candlesticks from Flanders. Soon, we hope, he will have an exhibition of these very fine
pieces, so we can all have a look.
Hugh Thompson of The Star was overwhelmed by Dr. Healey Willan's organ recital at
Convocation Hall on January 27. Well he might be. In the first place it was a
musicianly and scholarly programme, opening with the Prelude and Fugue in E Minor by
J. S. Bach (1685-1750).
There was also the Rhapsodie on Breton Carols by Saint-Saens
(1835-1921). (We would have been satisfied to have listened to that once more and then
gone home.)
"Evening Rest" by Rheinberger (•S39-1901) was beautifully played. "Fugue
on the name BACH" by Schuman (1810-1886) was the closing number of a recital which
(let's face it) could only be performed by Dr. Healey Willan. A further note on Dr.
Willan informs us that his Symphony No. 2 will be performed by the Toronto Symphony
under the direction of Walter Susskind at an early date. We shall be there.
There was no doubt whatever about it. What we call "Dave's Show" at the Crest
Theatre was certainly of the best. It might be said that he accomplished what
they
couldn't do on Broadway. He put it over. The reason it flopped on Broadway several
years ago was unquestionably that they did not have Dave Ouchterlony or somebody like
him to put it over for them. It looked as if they were having a lot of fun and that is
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just what they were having.
longer period.

Next season it is to be hoped they will repeat it and for a

At 6:15 p.m. on January 23 there began a night of revelry such as time-honoured Bloor
Street United Church has not seen in generations. It took the form of a banquet, an expression of what the choir, soloists, congregation and others thought of Fred Silvester.
From the goings on they must have thought plenty. The highlight of the evening was a
cantata written specially for the occasion by Miss Frances Russell, one of the heads in
the Sunday School. It was entitled, very suitably of course -- "Frederick the Great"
and believe us there wasn't much they missed in the life of our Freddie. Miss Russell
wrote the words and fitted them to well known music, the whole being most effective and
much enjoyed by even Fred himself. Fred, it is reported, was utterly dumbfounded when he
was called to the platform and presented with a handsome purse, very handsomely filled.
No one would disclose what sum was inside but shortly afterwards Fred was observed talking
earnestly over the phone. Soon after that it is stated that an armoured Brink's car
backed up to the east door and was observed barely crawling back to its home base. The
evening's proceedings constituted a fine tribute to one who, through his untiring and
talented efforts, has made for himself a place in the hearts of everyone, everywhere.
H. L.

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS

*

John D. Hooper, who joins as a pro member, has been since 1956 the organist and
Master of the Choristers of St. James Cathedral and as such is a decided acquisition to
the Club membership. His career affords an interesting illustration of how a hobby may
turn into a life work. He was born in Peterborough in 1921. In 1940 while at high school,
he enlisted as a pilot in the RCAF. After a considerable time as a flying instructor, he
joined 5 BR Squadron, flying anti-submarine patrols out of Torbay, Newfoundland. Upon his
discharge in 1945 he returned to Peterborough and joined, as an accountant, a business
which his family had been operating there for two generations. By way of a hobby he indulged in organ-playing and led a small group of singers who met at his home. This pursuit
began to take up so much of his time and interest that eventually he decided to forsake
business for a musical career. For two years he was organist-choirmaster in Perth. Then
being convinced that he would like to know much more about the Church and its specialized
music, he removed with his wife and two children to Canterbury, England, in order to study
for a year at the Royal School of Church Music there. He returned to Canada in 1954 and
after spending two years as organist at a Peterborough church, came to Toronto to accept
his present position. In addition to his church work he teaches instrumental music at
Jarvis Street Collegiate. Home address: 15 Nesbitt Drive.
Rusins Kaufmanis, also a new pro member, is an illustrator in the employ of the Ontario
Hydro Electric Power Commission. He was born in Riga, Latvia, on March 27, 1925. His
specialty is caricature and he has had cartoons and caricatures reproduced in magazines and
newspapers for the past 14 years. Last year he had a one-man exhibit of Canadian caricatures at Eaton's and also an exhibit of caricatures of actors at the Crest Theatre. His
special hobby, he says, is work with driftwood. Home address: 387A, Albion Road, Thistletown.

*

Lewis Parker, whose work as a caricaturist and cartoonist is becoming familiar to
readers of Maclean's Magazine and The Globe and Mail, is now a member of the Club in the
pro category. He is by profession a commercial artist. Born in Toronto on January 16,
1926, he received his art education at the Central Technical School. He saw service in
the war and at its conclusion was art editor of "Maple Leaf", the Canadian Army paper in
Europe. After the war he free-lanced for a year and then for seven years was a partner
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again, with studio in his home at 71 Roosevelt Road. Apart from his
art work, he is
interested in writing, both short stories and plays, and has met with
some success in
this field. He is an Executive member of The Society for Italic Handwriting and
by way
of a hobby has made a collection of jazz recordings.
Gordon Stephenson is comparatively a
to Canada, but with a notable background
of achievement elsewhere which has won for newcomer
him an international reputation in his field.
He arrived in Canada in 1955 to become Professor of Town and Regional
Planning at the
University of Toronto. Born in Liverpool, England, on June 6, 1908,
he
had a distinguished
academic record. He was Elmes Scholar and Holt Scholar at the University
of Liverpool, of
which he is a B.Arch., with 1st Class Honours. He was Chadwick Fellow at
the British
Institute in Paris and the University of Paris; and Commonwealth Fellow
at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, of which he is M.C.P. His subsequent career covered
the following
offices and appointments -- architectural assistant in the office of
Corbett, Harrison &
McMurray, New York City, 1929, and in the office of Le Corbusier and
Pierre Jeanneret, Paris,
1930-32; Lecturer and studio instructor in architecture, University of Liverpool,
1932-36;
at M.I.T., 1936-38; studio master at the Architectural Association School of Architecture,
London, 1939; divisional architect on the design and supervision of the erection
of ordnance
factories, 1940-42; research officer with Lord Reith's reconstruction group on
the problems
of war damaged cities, and later chief planning officer (planning
technique), Ministry of
Town and Country Planning, 1942-47; seconded in 1943-44 to work
part time with the late
Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie on the Greater London Plan; Lever Professor
of Civic Design, University of Liverpool, 1948-53; partner in the firm of architects
and planning
consultants, Stephenson, Young and Partners, Liverpool, 1949-55; consultant
to the Government of Western Australia in the preparation of a plan for the metropolitan
area of Perth
and Fremantle, 1953-55; consultant to the University of Western Australia
and City of Pertl
1954-55. Professor Stephenson is a member of the Royal Institute of Architects
of Canada
the Town Planning Institute of Canada, the Town Planning Institute and a Fellow
of the Royal
Institute of British Architects. Address: 60 Rosehill Avenue.

A CLUB FLASHBACK
From an old diary, January 25, 1913. "The Arts and Letters Club tendered
a reception
this afternoon to Roald Amundsen, the first man to reach the South Pole (December
14, 1911).
There was a large turn-out of members and the Club room looked quite picturesque
in its
informal setting. Amundsen is just a plain, sensible-looking fellow,
somewhat like a British
naval officer in appearance. He has a rather prominent hooked nose,
teeth that protrude
ever so little as he smiles and a good large head. He wore just
an ordinary grey tweed suit.
Beatty welcomed him in a well conceived speech to which the guest replied briefly.
His
speech is a little broken. Then there was some music.

SOME THOUGHTS ON LUNCHING AT THE CLUB
The day to day attendance for luncheon at the Club averages about 40.
There are some
regulars who are to be seen daily in lounge and at table; others who make it a point to be
at the Club once or twice a week; while a large number regrettably never
show up at all or
very rarely. It is recognized, of course, that for some members because
of the nature of•
their work or their associations, their location or limited time, coming
to the Club for
luncheon is an impossibility. Yet any member who can find the time
to lunch at the Club
is missing participation in an enjoyable Club activity if he fails to
do so, at least
occasionally. Purely on a gastronomic basis, you can't get a better
meal in Toronto for
the money.
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OPENING OF THE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Event No. 1 of the Club's semi-centennial celebration came off auspiciously on
Saturday evening, March 1, when, at a largely-attended dinner, honorary life memberships
were conferred on 26 survivors of Court House days, 13 in absentia.
The Great Hall
looked particularly attractive for the occasion, with long candle-lit and flowerbedecked head table placed in front of the stage, at which, following the customary
preliminaries, the guests of honor were seated. When all had assembled, a Latin grace
was pronounced with due solemnity by Walter Moorhouse.
In opening the post-dinner proceedings, President Jim Wardropper outlined the birth
and early life
of the Club, referring particularly to the decade, 1910-1920, when it had
its quarters in the old Court House off Court Lane.
It had been decided, he said, that,
as one of the ways of celebrating the 50th anniversary, recognition of their long connection with the Club should be accorded those members whose membership extended back to those
*
Court House days.
This would be done by conferring honorary life
memberships on them.
W
Mentioning first
those unable to be present, he stated that health reasons prevented
Henry Button, George Nasmith, Horace Corner, Gilbert Jackson and Sid Howard from attending.
Howard Grubb was overseas.
Scott Carter was receiving a similar honour that evening at the
dinner of the Ontario Society of Architects.
Sir Ernest MacMillan was absent in the Maritime Provinces.
H. Poynter Bell, resident in Montreal; the Rev. Frank Moore in Cincinnati;
J. Edgar McAllister in Virginia and J. Vernon Mackenzie in Seattle, had sent their regrets.
Healey Willan had intended to be present but had not appeared.
He then introduced the members who were present and, as each name was announced, it
was greeted with applause -- Dr. W. B. Amy, Frank McDowell, Carl Hunter, Gustav Hahn,
J. Lewis Milligan, A. E. Watson, Gordon West, A. Y. Jackson, J. T. Stirrett, Frank Prendergast, Walter Bowles, Merrill Denison and Arthur Beemer.
The two non-resident members present -- A. Y. Jackson, Manotick, Ont., and Merrill
Denison, Montreal -- were called on for a few remarks.
Both indulged in some entertaining
reminiscing.
The former told of his early efforts as an artist
in Montreal and of the
events which led to his becoming a member of the Group of Seven in Toronto; of the exciting
days with his fellow artists
in the Studio Building and of the stimulus of membership in
the Arts and Letters Club.
Merrill Denison had amusing anecdotes to tell
of days with Club members at Bon Echo
and shows in the old Court House.
The Club, he said, had played an important part in his
life and he regarded it as one of the most remarkable institutions on the continent.
Its
history, he declared, must be recorded.
Brief remarks followed from Gordon West, Gustav Hahn and Carl Hunter.
Queried by the
President, Gustav Hahn said he was now 92 years of age, a statement that brought him an
ovation from his fellow-members.
Carl Hunter, referring to the Club as a remarkable and
original institution, noted for its camaraderie and mutual trust, said its motto should
"f
ever be "watch the spirit of the Club".
After the President had explained the plans for the anniversary celebration later in
the month, he declared the adjournment for table-clearing operations.
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-2Program Planning for Television
Member Ira Dilworth, CBC Director for Ontario, was to have opened the evening's entertainment but illness prevented his appearance and his place was taken on very short notice g
by J. W. Barnes, Production Manager TV, Toronto. In a most entertaining talk, delivered in
;;a light and humorous vein, Mr. Barnes discussed some of the considerations in program planning for Television.
S:Il
^ ;I;;
Primary consideration in determining structure of programming, he said, was a careful
:janalysis and as much understanding as possible of the audience for television, bearing in
mind that there was no one audience but many audiences, each with its needs and predilections.
In general the TV audience was non-captive in the sense that it was subject to many distractions in the social situation in which the communication was received, namely the home.
It was non-controlled in the sense that very few factors pre-selected a particular group of
people for viewing at any particular time. Suitability for many segments of the audience
thus became a primary consideration in any program. Often this resulted in material being
diluted in intellectual content and emotional strength. Furthermore, the TV audience was
largely uncritical and the almost universal acceptance of television as a communication
medium and its phenomenal growth posed serious considerations about the retention of intellectual vigour in the audience.
Problems of majority and minority audiences were of concern to the program planners at
CBC. Not all programs should be aimed at majority audiences, and it was felt that minority
tastes were to be considered. What differences, if any, were there in Canadian and American
tastes? Almost half of television network programming was from the United States, and what
distinctive contribution should Canadian television offer? Then, problems of national and
regional tastes were of day-to-day concern. What was suitable for a fisherman in Newfoundland might not be of interest to the retired colonel in Duncan, B.C.
The future of TV lay in its imaginative programming and the adventures in the creative
arts of television had only begun. "We must not let the wide acceptance of present program
fare blind us to the untapped potential of creative and intellectual sources in Canada",
said Mr. Barnes in conclusion.

W

The Acapella Quartette, composed of Reg Heal, Walter Rayson, Bill Thompson and Harry
Ward, then treated the audience to a trio of songs -- "Sweet and Low", "The Winter Song"
and Sullivan's "The Long Day Closes" -- unaccompanied and thoroughly enjoyed.
A grand evening's entertainment was brought to an unforgettable climax when Chuck
Matthews took over the projector and screened scores of his coloured slides depicting
scenes and personalities of Club life down through the years. Most of these had to do
with the Club's famous Spring Revues and the men who acted in them. To many present the
showing of these slides brought back memories of great days in the Club's history.
PROMPT ACTION URGED
By circular, dated February 26, members were supplied with full information regarding
the Programme of Events for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Club during the week
of March 24. It is unnecessary to repeat details here. The important point to emphasize
now is that Saturday, March 15, is the date by which members should apply for their tickets
for the Jubilee Dinner on March 29. At this time of writing well over 100 applications have
been received. Those who intend to attend the dinner and have not yet taken action are
urged to act promptly. It is necessary to know the number to be provided for.
JUBILEE DINNER PROGRAMME
While all details have not yet been worked out, a general idea of what is to be provided by way of entertainment at the Jubilee Dinner on March 29 may now be supplied. Club
costumes will be worn for the occasion as at the Christmas Dinner. The choir under the
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direction of Fred Silvester will sing the Constitution and other numbers. Elie Spivak will
contribute violin selections. Earle Grey and Bob Christie have undertaken to produce a
play suitable for the celebration and knowing the capabilities of the pair, one may count
on something well worth while. It is expected that other features will be introduced which
will add to the festive character of this notable event in Club history.
Each member attending the dinner will receive a copy of the handsome brochure which is
being prepared as a souvenir of the anniversary.

HISTORICAL MATERIAL WANTED
In response to the request inserted in the February issue of the Monthly Letter for all
manner of historical material relating to the Club, several interesting items have come to
hand. However, much more is required if the plan for a display of such material is to be
carried out adequately at the Anniversary. The request is therefore repeated. What is
wanted is anything in the nature of Christmas or other dinner programmes, playbills of
stage shows and the like. If members have not already looked to see what they may have
preserved, please do so now and turn in anything that may be of interest.
THE CLUB'S SPRING CABARET
Tying in with the 50th Anniversary observance, the Club's Entertainment Committee has
come up with a theme for this year's spring cabaret show that was a feature of the days
when the Club originated. This was the once famous Barnum & Bailey Circus. Titled the
Golden Jubilee Circus, it will be on for four nights, April 23, 24, 25 and 26. Oz Stacey
and his advisers are already laying plans for the conversion of the Great Hall into the
Big Top and members may rest assured that when Oz tackles a job like that, it will be
carried out with startling results. At the same time, Robin Strachan, with the assistance
of Sid Johnson and others, is at work on the cabaret shows that will bring real circus acts
and atmosphere into the picture.
The whole thing is still
in the formative stage but one
can readily see the possibilities in the hands of the versatile, talented and ingenious
members planning the event.

GUEST REGISTRATION BOOK OPENED
March 7 saw the first guests registered in a new registration book which has been
placed at the entrance to the Great Hall. Provision of such a book has been long overdue.
Members are now required, when entertaining a guest at luncheon or dinner, to enter his
name in the book. The distinction of being the first guest to be so registered fell to
Art MacLachlan, who was entertained at luncheon by Oz Stacey.

A FEW PERSONAL ITEMS
Greatly missed around the Club at the lunch hour is Murray Brown.
Hospital and the report is that he is quite seriously ill.

He is in Wellesley

Norman McMurrich was elected to the responsible post of Treasurer at the recent
annual meeting of the Ontario Association of Architects.
Scott Carter is being congratulated on his unique achievement of having annexed two
honorary life memberships simultaneously -- Arts and Letters Club and Ontario Association
of Architects.
Last fall
Howard Gerring, one of the Club's anglers, caught a bass up near Coe Hill.
Because it turned out to be the largest bass caught in 1957 by any member of the Advertising
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-4and Sales Club of Toronto, Howard found himself last month the possessor of a sterling
silver rose bowl, being the prize offered in annual competition for such a capture by Adam
Smith of the R. C. Smith & Son Agency.

GOSSIP ABOUT MUSICIAN MEMBERS
February and March find our musicians, especially those of the Arts and Letters Club,
score in hand, busily scrambling about all over the country trying to fulfil
their many
and varied engagements. During this spring season, new compositions are sprouting,
old
ones are taking on a new sheen, and some, seldom heard, are now being shifted quickly
from
shelves to music stands, with results most gratifying.
Those who thrill to the music of Gustav Mahler were jubilant last month. His second
symphony arrived in Toronto with carloads of scenery, many extras, tons of tonics and
dominants and (count 'em) Dr. Heinz Unger. Everyone in Massey Hall was impressed either
one way or the other, but any dissenters were quickly obliterated by the screams and
huzzas
of the maddened crowd at the end. Mahler, of course, had never heard of radio, which
was
probably the reason the work seemed to overpower those in the Hall, but stacked up rather
less against the cold and pitiless inquisition of the microphone. It was nevertheless quite
cosy to hear again echoes of such well-known melodies as Schubert's "Unfinished", "The
Last
Post" and several other favorites. The Elgar Choir could have caught a later bus, as they
sat there for roughly an hour before uttering a vowel. When they finally sang, they
were
magnificent. A great portion of the bravas were for Dr. Unger himself and well deserved
they were. His interpretation left nothing to be desired and no dynamic unturned.
His
devotion and inspiration were apparent in every note of the music and were mainly
responsible
for the successful and brilliant premiere of this work in Toronto.
Nicholas Goldschmidt conducted one of the Sunday Proms last month and they played
some
lovely music which was received most enthusiastically by a packed house. The Hansel
and
Gretel overture was delightful and could easily stand several more performances around
town.
Ilona Kombrink and Harry Mossfield were the soloists and Mr. Goldschmidt's well
known knack
of producing a smooth ensemble with very little rehearsal was again in evidence.
A wide
variety of music - "Lohengrin", "Traviata" and Puccini's "Manon" made a most interesting
concert and the applause at the end was a heartening tribute to all the performers including
the orchestra.
-This column asked John Weatherseed for a written list of his Easter activities
and,
after deciphering only two words, "Bach" and "Prison", decided to use the telephone.
Over
the 'phone, then, John reports, punctuated with much grumbling and rumbling at anyone's
inability to read his Arabic ciphers -- "J.J. Weatherseed and his choir at Deer
Park United
Church are performing Bach's cantata, 'Christ lay in Death's Dark Prison'; also,
"Passion
according to St. Matthew" by Charles Wood." John has written and (lucky man) had
published
a violin solo, "Folk Tune", published by Waterloo Music; also, a new sacred solo "O
Give
Thanks unto the Lord". This is published by Frederick Harris and will, we hope, be in
every singer's repertoire very shortly.
Dr. Charles Peaker is up and well again after his stay in the hospital. Wouldn't you
know, he didn't really rest but (probably unbeknownbt to the doctor) succeeded
in writing
a series of articles, some already published and others in the oven just waiting.
One is
in the Medical Association Journal and is called "Doctors and Patients". Another
is in
The Diapason and entitled, "Organist in Hospital". "Dr. Peaker call the Surgery"
seemed a
bit appropriate but was discarded, seeing that no "organ" was abstracted. Charlie
says
that he will possibly abdicate and give over leadership in their household to his daughter.•
She is part of a singing group in "Hit Parade", currently every week on CBC. She also
appears in the same group on the Wayne and Shuster Show, which is probably more than her
father could accomplish. However, he can easily throw a nasty scare into Bach's "Toccatta
and Fugue", so things seem to be about even at their place. On Good Friday,
Dr. Peaker

-5 and the choir are presenting "The Passion" according to George Frederick Handel and
it is
to be hoped that many Club members will be there to hear this magnificent work.
Ettore Mazzoleni was the guest conductor for one of the Sunday Proms at Massey Hall
in February. With the addition of Kenneth Smith, baritone, it was a fine concert. The
Barber of Seville Overture at a very nice temp was a hit right at the beginning. Kenneth
Smith sang "Ella Giammia Mammo" from Don Carlos.
Respighi's "Fountains of Rome" has not
been heard in Toronto for many moons and it was really a fine pleasure to hear
it again and
played so beautifully.
On March 5 Dr. Healey Willan's Second Symphony was produced in Massey Hall with
Walter
Susskind conducting the orchestra. Under Mr. Susskind's most intelligent guidance
and
appreciation of its many beauties, the music stirred the listeners as few works have
done
and the applause and cheers were overwhelming. At the end Dr. Willan was given
a tremendous
ovation on the stage and was congratulated by so many of his old and new friends
it made
quite a throat catching scene and quite a few nostalgic tears were openly shed. Now
that
the Symphony has come out of its shell, so to speak, it is to be hoped it will stay
out for
good and that we may enjoy it many more times and with many more orchestras.

*

Elie Spivak's absentmindedness is sort of legend around town but the two stories at
present floating about seem to be specially amusing. He was driving his car along Bloor
Street and noticed an elderly lady trying to get across the road. Elie, the kindest soul
in the world, decided to help her out. He stopped his car, got out and escorted her
to the
other side. Then he got on a street car and went home. He was most surprised when
somebody phoned him that his car was standing where he left it and it might be a good
idea to
come and rescue it before the police took it away. The other story concerns the Club.
Elie is going to favour us at the Anniversary Dinner by playing for us. Being always very
punctual he arrived at the dinner on March 1 with his violin. He was greatly surprised
to
find that he was exactly a month too early. We were also, but are eagerly looking forward
Sto our original date with Elie.
H. L.

THIS YEAR'S SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
Member Earle Grey informs the Monthly Letter that this year's Shakespeare Festival,
staged by his Players in the quadrangle of Trinity College, will extend to a five
weeks'
season. It will open on June 30 with a presentation of "King Lear", running for
two weeks,
to be followed by two weeks of "As you like it" and one week of "The Comedy of Errors".
Apropos of the latter, Earle Grey says it should be of interest as it will probably
be the
first professional presentation of it in Canada -- at least, as far as he has been
able to
ascertain -- does anyone know?

INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER
William S. A. Dale, who joins as a pro member, is a son of the late Professor Ernest
A. Dale, long a valued and highly esteemed member of the Club. He was born in
Toronto on
September 18, 1921, and was educated at U.T.S. and Trinity College, where he received
his
B.A. in Fine Art in 1944. After a year with the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Navy,
he returned to the University of Toronto to take his M.A. in 1946. Then followed two
years at
Harvard and two in London, preparatory to writing his doctoral thesis for Harvard
which was
completed in 1955, the subject of the dissertation being "English Ivories, 925 - 1175".
Mr. Dale joined the staff of the National Gallery of Canada in 1950 where he was mainly
concerned with research on works of art and other curatorial duties. He also lectured
part-time at Carleton College on art history. He spent last winter in Washington
as a
research fellow of the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library. Since last September he has
been
Curator of the Art Gallery of Toronto, being responsible for the care of the permanent
collection and the installation of loan exhibitions among other things. Mr. Dale's connection with the Club goes back about 25 years, when he took part in the Chester Mysteries
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-6as a page and he says his present interest in the arts may well be due in part to the early
influence of such congenial surroundings. He is married and has two sons, aged five and
three, and admits to having inherited his father's collecting habits.

John McCaul, a former member of the Club, has been re-instated by the Executive Committee as a non-professional member, effective March 1.

The

Library

Photographs of works of art have become essential commodities, both in providing illu&
trations for books and in providing reference material for researchers, teachers, and
students. It is for this reason that a directory was needed, in order to answer such broad
questions as: where and how can one procure a photograph of a particular manuscript, archeological site, painting, piece of sculpture, drawing or engraving. Such a directory is
the recently acquired two-volume work titled International Directory of Photographic Archives of Works of Art; this was published by Unesco, the first volume in 1950, the second
in 195.. There were two main objectives to the undertaking: one was to draw up as complete
a list as possible of the photographic collections of works of art existing in the various
countries, the other to permit this documentation to be put to better use and, in particular,
to draw attention to the gaps in it.
Two publications, dealing respectively with art and architecture in Canada, have recently been acquired. (The first was produced about seven years ago, the second about thirtyseven yearsago). Canadian Painting is the title of the catalogue of an exhibition, arranged
by the National Gallery of Canada, which was opened in October 1950 at the National Gallery
of Art, Washington, D.C. Eighty-seven Canadian paintings - by 50 outstanding artists - wereW
hung in this show. The catalogue contains about 50 black-and-white reproductions. The
second book, titled simply Hart House, was published in 1921 by order of the Board of
Governors of the University of Toronto. The building of the Men's Union, constructed between 1911 and 1919, was a gift to the University of the Massey Foundation. The building
was opened on November llth 1919, by the ten Governor General, the Duke of Devonshire;
also on this occasion an address was given by the present Governor General. The book may
be considered a fairly complete record of the architecture of the building, for it is illustrated by 57 photographs and five floor plans. As architects Sproatt and Rolph were
both charter members of this Club, the book will find its way to the "Members" shelf.
At the time that The Reader's Encyclopedia was introduced in this column, mention was
made of the problem of maintaining up-to-date literary biographies. Without resorting to
such measures as subscribing to the Dictionary of National Biography, the problem has been
temporarily solved with the acquisition of the Dictionary of Literary Biographies, English
& American. This work (published in 1958) is the latest of the very useful volumes from
the Everyman's Reference Library. It contains about 2,300 biographies, and is fully crossindexed between real names and pen names. The phrase "a handy reference tool" is an apt
one to apply to this book.
Ian Cameron has given to the Library a copy of A Masque Of Aesop, written by nonresident member Robertson Davies. This delightful satire, with modern allusions, was
written to be performed by the boys of the Preparatory School of Upper Canada College as
part of the celebration for their Jubilee Year (1952).
H.

B.
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President Jim Wardropper was in receipt of some interesting and appreciative letters
from members whom he had notified that they were being made Honorary Life Members as part
of the 50th Anniversary Celebration. Here are some extracts from them --Sir Ernest MacMillan -- "I am particularly grateful to the Executive Committee for the
great honour they have done me in electing me an Honorary Life Member. As a very delinquent
member of late years, I feel quite unworthy of such an honour but you may be sure my heart
is still in the Club. Unfortunately I cannot attend the dinner on March 1, as my wife and
I are leaving shortly for Nova Scotia and expect to be there for at least two months."
In a second letter, written from Mahone Bay, N.S., Sir Ernest said-- "This is the second
winter in succession that we have partly spent at Mahone Bay and I wish you could see the
view from our windows - perhaps even finer in winter than in summer... We are very cozy and
love it. My greetings to the brethren and my heartfelt regrets that I shall miss the
celebration."
Vernon McKenzie, University of Washington, Seattle -- "I am very pleased indeed to know
that I have been awarded an Honorary Life Membership. I regret that not only distance but
academic, radio and TV commitments will prevent me from being with you; but I shall be
recall
dropping in June 6 and again in September, briefly. I doubt that many members will
extend
but
ground,
above
still
those
of
that I exist, nor do I have an accurate knowledge
- and
my greetings to Jackson, Craick, Harry Smith, Button, McLaren, Chalmers, MacMillan
be
shall
then
and
June
in
Emeritus
to the ghosts of those I once knew. I become Professor
on my way for a few months in Europe on a journalistic jaunt."

*

"I appreciate this more than I can say, for I
The Rev. Frank Moore, Cincinnati -have treasured my membership in the Club ever since I joined it in 1913. Unfortunately
when your letter came I had only just left the hospital after an operation and still have
to take things quietly."
"It is a real pleasure to find myself a Life Member of the
H. P. Bell, Montreal -Arts and Letters Club, which was a sort of home to me in my first years in Canada. I
regret, however, very much that I cannot accept the invitation to the dinner, having got to
an age when travelling is not easy."
"I am deeply sensible and appreciative
J. E. McAllister, Cismont, Virginia, U.S.A. -of the honour in being constituted an Honorary Life Member of the Arts and Letters Club.
Membership in the Club has, over so many years, been one of my most prized privileges and
I am sorry indeed that my absence from Toronto has prevented my presence at the Club in the
Sincere regrets not
past five years, as I now live in Virginia from October to April ...
to be with you on this occasion and my heartfelt thanks to the officers and members for the
honour conferred."
"No association has brought more enjoyment nor has conMerrill Denison, Montreal -tributed more to my career as a writer than the Arts and Letters Club. It is a great
pleasure, therefore, to look forward to being with you March 1."
"I accept with much pleasure the invitation of the
A. Y. Jackson, Manotick, Ont. -Arts and Letters Club to have conferred on me the distinction of an Honorary Life Membership on March 1. It should be a great occasion and I am sure we are all going to have a
wonderful time."
"Yours of Jan. 30 to hand and to heart. I am
S. H. Howard, Terra Cotta, Ont. honoured thereby in advance of the dispensation, as announced for March 1. Honorary
Membership in the Arts and Letters Club marks an exclamation point in my somewhat variegated -- if somewhat ineffectual -- career."

I
From Resident Members
Dr. W. B. Amy -- "I am certainly grateful and elated that an Honorary Life Membership ·
has been conferred on me by the Club. I feel highly honoured."
Arthur A. Beemer -- "When I think back over the years, I realize that the Arts and
Letters Club has meant more to me than any other organization with which I have had any
association. To have an Honorary Life Membership conferred on me is something which gives
me the greatest pleasure."
Walter Bowles -- "Your letter overwhelms me. The honour of being made the recipient
of an Honorary Life Membership in the Arts and Letters Club is one that I value more than
I can tell you."
Henry Button -- "I am flattered and proud in the knowledge that an Honorary Life
Membership is to be conferred upon me on March 1st next."
A. Scott Carter -- "Please give my sincere thanks to the Executive Committee for the
great honour they pay me by conferring upon me Honorary Life Membership. It is truly a
distinction I shall always value.... I think I have had the privilege of being a member
of that noble company for something like 40 years, years which I can truthfully say were
among the happiest of my life."

I

Horace Corner -- "I greatly appreciate the honour of the Life Membership. It has
always been my feeling that membership in the Arts and Letters Club has been one of my
life's greatest privileges."
Gustav Hahn -- "Thank you and the Club for the honour you propose to give me....
I look forward to this occasion as to so many other enjoyable meetings of the Club during
the last fifty years."
Carl Hunter -- "Your letter informing me that I, along with others of the Old Guard,
was to be elevated to the Peerage on March 1 was joyful news. What a nice gesture for
the Club to make on its 50th Anniversary! That we, 'the Boys of the Old Brigade',
habituds of the Court Street Police District, were now to be made Honorary Life Members
shows how times have changed and that our early transgressions are to be forgiven."
Gilbert E. Jackson -- "If there are degrees of colour in red letter days, Saturday
March 1, will be very red for me."
Frank McDowell -- "Your letter was received this morning (Feb. 4) which incidentally
is my birthday. I do not know of any present which would have pleased me more than the
distinction of an Honorary Membership. May I express my deepest appreciation.,"
J. Lewis Milligan -- "Please convey my thanks to the Executive Committee for the
honour they propose to bestow upon me at the dinner on March 1."
Frank Prendergast -- "What with 40 years in the Arts and Letters Club and 30 years
with Imperial Oil, I don't see how the next thing that comes along can help but make me
anything but a centenarian. I shall of course be very happy to attend on March 1st and
join the ranks of Life Members."
J. T. Stirrett -- "I have received your very kind letter and I thank the Executive
Committee for conferring upon me the distinction of Honorary Life Membership in the Club.*
Albert E. Watson -- "Very many thanks for your letter of invitation.
the Executive Committee and will be present, deo volente."
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I humbly thank
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-9Gordon M. West -- "It was with some surprise, some pleasure and something of a jolt
that I received your kind letter. The surprise came from a feeling that I had done nothing
to deserve such an honour, the pleasure from being the recipient of such a graceful act
and the jolt in finally having to admit that I must be getting old."
Healey Willan -- "I shall join the ranks of Honorary Life Members of the A. & L. with
pride and humility. The good fellowship of the Club has been one of the greatest pleasures
of my 45 years in Canada, and, unless Anno Domini steps in, I shall always be a willing
servant in the interests of the many whose friendship means so much."
The President also received a letter from Mrs. George Nasmith in acknowledgment of
the letter to her husband informing him that Honorary Life Membership was being conferred
on him. Colonel Nasmith is a patient in Sunnybrook Hospital and Mrs. Nasmith wrote to
say -- "I read to him your very nice letter containing the best wishes of the officers
and members of the Club. He smiled and I felt he understood and appreciated the honour
he had received."

A MUSICAL EVENING FOR THE LADIES
Ladies! Night on February 11 took the form of an all-musical evening, with our new
two-piano team, Horace Lapp and 'Gene Butt, and a male quartet composed of Reg Heal, Bill
Thompson, Harry Ward and Walter Rayson providing the programme.
The Great Hall of St. George took on a different appearance, with the chairs set in a
huge semi-circle around two concert grand pianos. The entire evening assumed the form of
a large family musicale, for the audience and performers seemed as one. The programme was
*divided
into two halves for the piano team, with the vocalists in the middle.
In the first
half the following piano works were played -- "Polonaise Militaire in A
Major" by Fr. Chopin; Jerome Kern's "Smoke gets in your Eyes"; "Song without Words, No. 6"
by Mendelssohn; the Bach Chorale, "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring"; and finally a set of
Variations on a Nursery Theme, in the style of Dohnanyi.
The quartet sang three songs, unaccompanied, -- first "Sweet and Low", then "The
Winter's Song" and finally, "The Long Day Closes". The high-ceilinged room always seems
so right for men's voices raised in song, and they sounded richer and fuller than we have
heard them for a long time. The audience reaction proved this point.
Horace and 'Gene returned to complete the second half of their programme, playing two
small Chopin works, "The Waltz in D, Op. 64" and "The Prelude, Op. 28, No. 4", followed by
the waltzes from Johann Strauss's "Die Fledermous". This was encored by a special request
from Mrs. Jim Wardropper for the theme in the Tschaikovsky "Legend".
The audience and quartet joined vocally in the playing of "Drink to me only with Thine
Eyes" and the programme was brought to a close with a "Scottish Rhapsody" -- some of the
traditional tunes and melodies of Scotland -- ending with "The Road to the Isles".
With the exception of the Jacque Miller arrangement for the Chopin waltz, the rest of
the music was arranged and transcribed by Horace and 'Gene especially for this evening.
Refreshments followed in the lounge and from various remarks overheard, it was thought
to be a most happy and successful Ladies' Night.

THE O.S.A. ANNUAL EXHIBITION
The 86th Annual Exhibition of the Ontario Society of Artists was opened at the Art
Gallery of Toronto on February 28 by the Chairman of the Canada Council, the Hon. Brooke
"+

laxton.

As in the past, members of the Arts and Letters Club play an active part
in the life
of the O.S.A. The 1957-58 officers are Peter Haworth, President; Alan Collier, VicePresident; and R. Austin, Secretary.
The pictures and sculpture in the Show provide a broad representation of many of the
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-10new forms and ideas in the creative world of Canadian art.
It was doubtless with much pleasure that Arts and Letters Club members came upon portraits of two fellow members in the Exhibition, -- one painted by a fellow member, namely
the picture of the "Guitar Player" (Al Fleming) by Al Collier; the other, the fine picture
of Burwell Coon, resplendent in cap and gown, painted by Marion Long.
We still wonder what the budgie bird said to the old Italian lady in Nicholas Hornyansky's "Budgies".
The show contains many works by A. & L. artist members, with a wide number of artistic
points of view, such as York Wilson's "Cathedral"; Charles Comfort's "Timeless Fable" and a
wonderfully tense game of "Marbles" by William Winter. As one wanders further through the
show, we noticed the unusual subject matter selected by Fred Finley and the calm serene
picture of "Early Spring" by Fred Haines, so welcome near the end of winter. The sun-baked
"Village in the Mountains" by George Pepper proved how stern life must be in mountainous
country and was in direct contrast to the neat, prim little shops in Sidney Watson's
"Street Corner".
We were attracted to "The Doctor", painted by Cleeve Home in a full length portrait
and felt we would like to have known him.
It is with regret that neither space nor time allow comment on many other pictures of
equal interest. However, we do recommend a personal visit, -- it will prove completely
rewarding.
'G. B.

SPECIAL INVITATION TO NEW MEMBERS

RE: GOLDEN JUBILEE CIRCUS

aoff Ike iut
Help Wanted Male

Bright Young Men
APPLICANTS should be 30-88 with
ambition and capacity to progressively
assume
wider
responsiblities. Most
be able to start at once. Men from
United Kingdom welcome.

Good opportunity for advancement.

You'll Never Know
TILL YOU GO AND SUt

OPPORTUNITY FOR
ADVANCEMENT

bbfig it... Learn by Practicing
Skilled Labor Wanted

Help Wanted Male

Energetic and
Enthusiastic

WANTED
AMBITIOUS
GRAPHIC ARTS
MEN

Young Men

ABOtT

20-70

-Experience abso-

lutely unnecessary. Iocation downtown.

Experier.ce and sset but not essential. near Yonge St. Must
able to tart at
All ber.efits available.
Excellent ad- once Men trom United Kingdom wlvancement opportunities in rapidly aexpundin, long established club.
WANTED

MEN, capable of handling other men.

Help Watted Malte

FINANCIAL
ANALYSTS
NEED NOT
APPLY

Help Wanted-Male

Help Wanted-Male

Help Wanted-Male

DESIGNERS

DRAFTSMAN

ESTIMATORS INSPECTORS

Help Wanted-Male

Working parties are already underway - watch for the next shift.

The future is in your hands!
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April, 1958
THE ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEONS
With a turnout of members each day that practically doubled normal attendance, the five
special luncheons during the week of March 24, forming part of the Club's 50th anniversary
celebration, were highly successful functions, emphasizing as they did the important part that
members of the Club are playing in the promotion of the various arts in Canada.
The Writers t Luncheon
Writer members of the Club were accorded special recognition at the first of these
luncheons on Monday, March 24. With veteran journalist and author, J. Edgar Middleton
(President, 1926-28) in the chair, the following writers occupied places at the head table -Floyd S. Chalmers, William Colgate, Dr. E.A. Corbett, John Coulter, W.A. Craick, J. Lewis
Milligan, Dr. George H. Needler, Professor Arthur L. Phelps, Dr. Lorne Pierce, J. Harry Smith
Wilson Woodside. Also at the head table was President Jim Wardropper.
The chairman made a brief speech in which he referred to his long and happy association
with the Club, recalling the time years ago when, en route to New York with the Mendelssohn
Choir, Augustus Bridle had asked him what he thought about starting a club, composed of artists,
musicians, men of letters and the like. That was for him the beginning of the Arts and Letters
Club.
Sid Howard, asking permission to say a few words, delved farther back into history and
spoke of the Mahlstick Club which he said was the forerunner of the Arts and Letters Club. As
a writer in the days of the Mahlstick, he laid claim to being the first writer of the Club.
Dr. Harry Ebbs introduced his guest, Carl Printz, former Norwegian Consul in Toronto.
Mr. Printz, said Dr. Ebbs, was now in his 99th year, a statement which, in view of his robust
and vigorous appearance, seemed almost incredible. Mr. Printz pays an annual visit to the
Sick Children's Hospital where he delivers a lecture on "Aging" to the medical students and
others who crowd to hear him, truly a wonderful old gentleman.

Ed

The Architects' Luncheon
Architects held the spotlight at the luncheon on Tuesday, March 25. Presiding on this
occasion was Walter Moorhouse (President, 1949-51) and beside him at the head table were the
following architects -- Anthony Adamson, Gordon Adamson, Eric Arthur, Raymond Card, Burwell Coon,
A. Scott Carter, D.E. Kertland, Forsey Page and W.L. Somerville.
Speechmaking was confined to a few remarks from the chairman and greetings from
D.E. Kertland in his capacity as President of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada.
Walter Moorhouse, mentioning that there were thirty odd architects in the membership of the
Club, told of the active part architects had played in Club life. The first President had been
an architect, W.A. Langton, while three other architects over the years had served in that
bpacity -- Barry Cleveland, A.H. Chapman and himself. Others whom he mentioned as having been
S'ominent in various capacities were Eden Smith, whom he described as having been the most
picturesque member of the Club in his day, Herbert Moore, Cecil King, James Craig and Murray
Brown.
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-2An enjoyable contribution to the luncheon program was the reading in his fine voice by
.|arle Grey of clever anniversary poems written by John Fleetwood-Morrow and J. Lewis Milligan.
A notable visitor at this luncheon was the poet, Earle Birney, who was present as the
I•uest of Eric Arthur. He was on his way back to Vancouver, where he is on the staff of the
.niversityof British Columbia, after delivering a lecture on E.J. Pratt at Carleton University. When in Ottawa he stayed with Club member, Claude Bissell, who will soon be leaving
Carleton to assume his duties as President of the University of Toronto.
The Artists t Day
The artists had their day on Wednesday, March 26. Presiding was Fred Haines (President,
1947-49) and the following artists were honored with seats at the head table -- A.J. Casson,
F.S. Challener, Alan Collier, Charles Comfort, Eric Freifeld, Gustav Hahn, Cleeve Home,
Robert Hubbard, and Sydney Watson.
The chairman said he was not supposed to make a speech but would just like to say how
happy he was to be presiding over such a fine group of artists. The Club had meant a great
deal to him. There was one thing he wanted to do, however, and that was to pay tribute to
Robert Hubbard for the valuable work he had performed in restoring the coats of arms now adorning again the walls of the Great Hall.
Alan Collier, called on to speak in his capacity as President of the Ontario Society of
Artists, referred to the close association there had always been between the O.S.A. and the Club.
He recalled that it was in Sir Wyly Grier's studio that the first meeting to discuss the formation of the Club had been held. All the Presidents of the O.S.A. had been members of the Club Sir Wyly Grier, C.W. Jefferys, Robert Holmes, Fred Haines, Fred Brigden, L.A.C. Panton, Frank
Carmichael, A.J. Casson, R. York Wilson, Cleeve Home, Sydney Watson, Peter Haworth and Alan
Collier. The three artists who had been secretaries of the O.S.A. had also been Club members -R.F. Gagen and Herbert Palmer who between them had served for 60 years and now Roy Austin. Seven
of the Club's presidents had been members of the O.S.A. -- Sir Wyly Grier, G.A. Reid, J.E.H.
Macdonald, Ernest Sampson, Fred Haines, L.A.C. Panton and Cleeve Home. Another evidence of the
close connection between the two bodies was the fact that the O.S.A. held its monthly meeting
in the Club.
Charles Comfort, President of the Royal Canadian Academy, after mentioning that the membership of the Academy was somewhat broader than that of the O.S.A., taking in architects and
certain other professions, recalled that it was a committee from the O.S.A. which went to Ottawa
to interview the Marquis of Lorne, then Governor General, with regard to the forming of the
Academy in 1880.
He went on to compare the Canadian Academy with the Royal Academy in London.
The latter was a rich organization, with property worth millions and inclined to become traditional in its attitude. The Canadian Academy, while aiming to preserve and keep alive traditions,
was active in developing contemporary art. It recognized young painters and sculptors.
Mr. Comfort recalled the stimulating and helpful arguments that used to take place in the Club
in the days of the Group of Seven.
A few words from Sydney Watson, Principal of the Ontario College of Art, concluded the
proceedings.
The Musicians Play their Part
The Musicians' Luncheon on Thursday, March 27, was featured by a delightful reminiscent
talk, cleverly and amusingly voiced, by Healy Willan, (President, 1922-24), the luncheon chairman. To his left and right sat the following musician members -- Carl Hunter, Horace Lapp,
Quentin Maclean, Ettore Mazzolini, Ernest Morgan, David Ouchterlony, Harvey Perrin, Fred
Silvester, Geoffrey Waddington and John Weatherseed.
Healy Willan said he believed the proper things to say on such an occasion were -- how
pleased he was to be present, how undeserved was the honor done him and how much better others
at the head table could handle the job. He supposed that the only reason he was selected as
chairman was on the ground of his age. It was the privilege of age, he reminded them, to
reminisce and gossip and he intended to take advantage of that privilege to recall some of the
events of the past in Club life.
Starting with his introduction to the Club by banker member, Carl Pemberton, "who had kel
more musicians out of gaol for debt than he would like to say", he spoke of the good old days
when membership fees were only $10 and luncheons cost 25 cents. He then went on to recall
various famous Club members and notable visitors to the Club and summed it up by saying there
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-3were lots of very good times in the old days. He declared himself an incurable optimist -- the
past had been good, the present was good and there would be a good tomorrow. That was the only
^^ay to look at life. As for the Club, its spirit was well voiced years ago by Archie Chisholm,
ho, with beer jug in one hand and paint brush in the other, exclaimed as he was engaged on
some Club project -- "Isn't it fun working like hell for nothing?"
The Men of the Stage
The luncheons seemed to grow in interest as the days passed and the last of the series on
Friday, March 28, may be said to have reached a climax with the enthusiastic and prolonged
applause which followed the reading by Robert Christie of John Coulter's brilliant reminiscent
epic on Club worthies of the past.
It was drama's day. Ivor Lewis (President, 1936-38) was to have presided and his absence
was deeply regretted. But he had an excellent substitute in Edgar Stone whose presiding performance was entirely in keeping with the histrionic nature of the event. After expressing
regret that Ivor Lewis had been unable to be present, he entered on a light but laudatory reference to the achievements of each of the men at the head table. They were all tarred with
the same brush, he declared, but in different degrees -- some were actors, some dramatists,
some producers and so on but all were united in their devotion to the drama.
The head table cast was composed of Gordon Alderson, Eric Aldwinckle, E.G. Sterndale
Bennett, Robert Christie, John Coulter, James E. Dean, Herman Voaden and Dixon Wagner.
After dealing with these notable members, Edgar let his eye rove round the room as he
picked out from the crowd men like Jim Taylor, Ernest Morgan, Stan Cooper, J. Lewis Milligan,
Robin Strachan and various others who had made their contribution to the Club's dramatic performances in the past and paid tribute to them. It was after that that he called on Robert
Christie to read John Coulter's production. This made a grand finish to the luncheon
proceedings.

l aRegistered attendance at the Anniversary luncheons ranged as follows -- Monday, 67;
Tuesday, 69; Wednesday, 81; Thursday, 73; Friday, 67. It is likely that actual attendance
was a little larger in each case as late comers may not have registered.
THE JUBILEE DINNER
Culminating function of the 50th Anniversary Celebration, the Jubilee Dinner on Saturday
evening, March 29, brought to a fitting close this notable event in Club annals. Seldom has
so large a gathering assembled in the Club quarters in old St. George's Hall, Elm Street. An
air of carnival pervaded lounge, hallway and library as members, costumed as at the Christmas
festivities, roamed around, greeted old friends, chatted happily together and drank libations
to the spirit of conviviality and good companionship.
Then, beneath the freshly burnished shields of the past Presidents and surrounded by a
fine collection of the work of early artist members, the anniversary celebrants sat down to
dinner at four long tables stretching from doorway to stage. The Executive, headed by President
Jim Wardropper, took their places at tables set up on the stage.
It was, said the President, as he opened the after-dinner proceedings, a matter of pride
to him to be able to welcome so many members of the Club to the Jubilee Dinner. All members
had been afforded an opportunity to be present but doubtless illness, distance, the infirmities of age and other causes had prevented quite a number from attending. He had received
several letters of regret but would only read one of them. This was from Sir Ernest MacMillan,
written at Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia, on March 24. Sir Ernest said in part -"I cannot tell how sorry I am to be unable to attend any of this week's
celebrations of the Club's fiftieth anniversary.
"The Club has meant far more in the life of our community that most people
Srealize, for it shuns publicity. Working in the background of the artistic
world, it has been 'the little leaven that leaveneth the whole lump'. In a rapidly
changing world, it has preserved its character as a refuge where one can let off
steam without fear of being reported, meet many of one's closest friends, swap ideas
and yarns and, on occasion, make more or less mild whoopee.
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-4"I should like to send cordial greetings to everyone present at the dinner;
they of course will represent the elite of all the arts. My special thanks go
to Lewis Milligan, for it was he who first introduced me to the old fireplace of
blessed memory. Thus began an association which I have always cherished."
Applauded vigorously by the audience, the President paid tribute to Robert Hubbard for
the work he had done in restoring the coats of arms. He had spent close on 200 hours on the
task and his effort would add greatly to the artistic decorations of the-Club.
The President also spoke of their indebtedness to the Picture Committee for the representation of the work of early artist members which had been secured from the Art Gallery, and
directed attention to the collection of cartoons, old playbills and dinner programs, books by
members of the Club and other items of historical interest which were on display in the
lounge.
Referring to the work of the Publications Committee, which had in view production of a
complete history of the Club, he stated that a sub-committee had produced a souvenir for the
present occasion, copies of which would be available at the close of the dinner.
The President then proceeded to read a monograph which he had prepared on the origin of
the Club and the aims of those who founded it.
(This appears separately on a later page.)
Verses written by Ned Pratt in celebration of the anniversary were then read most effectively by Eric Aldwinckle, after which the President called on J. Harry Smith, non-resident
member, Montreal, and charter member of the Club to say a few words.
J. Harry Smith Recalls the Beginning
After exclaiming that it did not seem possible that 50 years had passed "since a few
youngsters all unsuspectingly started the train of events that led to the formation of this
Club and this night's jubilee celebration", Harry went on to give his version of how the Club
came into existence. Back somewhere about 1905 a small group of young fellows started lunching together at the St. Charles Hotel on the north-west corner of Yonge and Melinda. They
were mostly writers and illustrators and several worked for the old Canadian Magazine. Its•
editor was John A. Cooper and, as all good editors are, he was a source of continual annoyaW
to the staff who worked for him. Each one felt he could do a better job than did John and
expression of such opinions formed a large part of luncheon conversations. This spirit of
criticism and protest moved on to include other institutions and their workings until the
group found itself dubbed "The Slanderbund" and accepted the name with glee.
"The head and forefront of all this was Gus Bridle," continued Harry, "and it was he who
decided that we were going to form a club. We liked the idea but did not believe it possible.
Gus did, and went about town talking to this and that likely person until one night in almost
a daze of astonishment we found ourselves taking part in an organization meeting in Wyly
Grier's studio on Jordan Street."
Harry went on to speak of the Clubts first lunch room in the Brown Betty Tea Room and
then of the move to the grand old room in the County Court House. "Many and wonderful were
the nights we spent there among increasing numbers of carefully picked members. Painters,
musicians, writers and explorers of world-wide fame were our guests and our own drama group
made many a night happy with such plays as Maeterlinck's "Interior", Lady Gregory's
"Workhouse Ward", Dunsany's "Glittering Gates", Yeat's "Shadow of the Glen" and others."
After expressing the great joy it had been to him to be present during the week's
celebration, Harry concluded his talk with some words of advice -- "The Club has grown rich
enough for its needs and is popular. These things are important, but it is more important
that you continue to retain and guard the spirit that induced its founding and nurtured its
growth. This you can best do by going forward slowly. Being rich doesn't matter, but it is
tremendously important that you be careful to whom you offer the compliment of membership,
and, perhaps, now and then you should glance backward to Club history, of which you have a
right to be proud."
The Entertainment
As an opener for the evening's entertainment, the Club Choir, stationed in the gallery,
went through the ritual of singing the Constitution, to the enjoyment alike of those who were
hearing it for the first
time and those who had listened to it many times.
David Ouchterlony
conducted; George Lambert was the cantor and J. Davidson Ketchum played the accompaniment.

-5Also from the gallery, Elie Spivak charmed the audience with two delightful violin
numbers. Both were improvisations by the artist himself, the first described as a portrait
of what the Arts and Letters Club had meant to him and the second variations on a lullaby.
With Reg Heal, Entertainment Chairman, announcing, Ketchum and Ouchterlony then appeared
on the stage and once again the former's ode to Free Enterprise was presented, Ketchum at the
microphone and Ouchterlony at the piano.
Next came Walter Bowles, with an allegedly Latin composition, which he labelled
"Weeny, Weedy, Wacky". It ran after this fashion and Walter read it with all the gravity of
a classical professor -Delco Congoleum Oxo Nabisco
Celotex Eno Valspar Lavoris
Vigoro Ex-Lax Turns Duco Marvello
Pablum Solignum
Vel Philco Lanolin Certo Vitalis
Polident Dixie Lux Aqua Velva
Veedol Spam Mangavox Barbasol Ansco
Sanitex Silvo
The outstanding event of the evening followed. This was the presentation by Robert
Christie and Earle Grey of the scene from "Othello" in which lago cunningly poisons Othello's
mind with suspicion of Desdemona's fidelity and jealousy of Cassio, supposedly her lover.
Robert Christie played the part of Othello, the gradual corruption of whose mind under the
subtle insinuations of Iago was admirably handled. Earle Grey was equally excellent as the
sly but always obsequious lago. The setting of the scene was appropriate.
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The attendance at the dinner was approximately 190.

The souvenir brochure came in for much favorable comment.
of copies following its distribution was prodigious.

The amount of autographing

Arrangements are being made for the reproduction and distribution to members of the
poetic contributions by John Coulter, Ned Pratt, J. Lewis Milligan and John Fleetwood-Morrow,
which were read during the week.

PICTURES IN RETROSPECT
To many of the younger members in the Club, the present exhibition of pictures
(Contemporary with the founding date) which are calm, positive in intentuon, perhaps don't
appear so new and radical as they once did. They should stop and reflect that these were some
of the pioneers of a truly Canadian art form, which has become one of the recognized art movements in the world today.
What a tapestry of colorful personalities we can weave with the names of the artists in
this exhibition i Each name brings special memories both of the man and his creative works -Lawren Harris, J.W. Beatty, J.E.H. Macdonald, R.F. Gagen -- all powerful craftsmen -- tempered
by the serenity of Fred Brigden, sensitive compositions by Fred Challener -- and spiced with
delightful watercolors by men like C.W. Jeffreys and Robert Holmes.
To review all the pictures on loan in this exhibition is like meeting many of the
"Makers of Canadian Art", for our thoughts are still not complete without names like Arthur
leming, F.M. Bell-Smith, T.G. Greene, Cwen Staples and the genial Franz Johnston. These men
.eft their mark on the Club in its early days and a creative heritage we can admire and enjoy,
with a deep appreciation of their determination that their new expression was sincere and
good!
'G.B.
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-6CLUB NEWS AND NOTES
The annual meeting of the Club has been announced for Saturday, May 10.
for the various offices and the Executive Committee have been posted.

Nominations

Preparations for the Spring Cabaret Show on April 23, 24, 25 and 26 are proceeding
apace. As previously announced it will take the form of a Jubilee Circus. A large number
of members are participating.
Resignations from the membership have been received and accepted from the following -Marcus Adeney, John A. Elliott and K.C. MacMillan, pro members; John A. Emery, non-pro, and
Charles WI.Dunn, non-resident.

INTERESTING ITEMS ABOUT MEMBERS
Reg Heal was the producer of the Granite Club's annual St. Patrick's Party, held this
year on March 13 and 14.
Alan Collier is now President of the Ontario Society of Artists, having been elected at
the annual meeting on March 19. Other Club members figuring in the new Executive are -Fred Finley, Vice-President; Roy Austin, Secretary;
Herbert S. Palmer, Honorary Secretary;
Peter Haworth, Sydney Watson, Cleeve Home, A.J. Casson and R. York Wilson, members of the
Council.
Horace Lapp was appearing at the Club lately wearing a huge white pad around his neck,
result of receiving one of those nasty 'Ihiplashes", caused when a carelessly driven car hit
his car in the rear as he stopped to wait for a traffic light.
Dr. McKinley, who goes to see Canon Ward frequently at Sunnybrook Hospital, reports
little appreciable change in his condition from day to day. On seeing the Doctor looking
rather sadly at him one day, the Canon murmured "Don't be depressed", a message which he
W
would doubtless like to have passed on to his many friends in the Club.
Howard Grubb returned from a three-month trip abroad just in time for the anniversary
celebration. He travelled via Gibraltar, Barcelona, Lisbon, Naples, Palermo, Venice and Rome
to Egypt and on the return journey took in the Riviera and spent some time in England and
Ireland. He says his two weeks in Egypt were the high spots of the trip. The pyramids, the
Valley of the Kings and above all the Temple of Karnak were unforgettable. At Rome he encountered York Wilson and spent some time with him. Our noted artist member is working hard
over there. Howard took a lot of pictures as he journeyed along.
Another traveller recently back, this time from southern climes, is Brendan Mulholland,
who, with Mrs. Mulholland, took a trip by freighter as far as Valparaiso, Chile. He is
most
enthusiastic about the experience. It was like living in another world, he says. Valparaiso
was an eye-opener and its beautiful suburb, Venia, a most enchanting place, filled with
flowers at the time of his visit.
Dr. Harry Ebbs and his wife formed part of the crew of the schooner "Fire Bird" last
month, sailing from Nassau to Georgetown through the Exuma Islands. This afforded opportunities for deep sea fishing and underwater spear fishing. The Doctor also tried his hand
at
underwater photography, meeting, as he says, with a beginner's measure of success. He
is
anxious to try it again, as it is a wonderful experience. When in Nassau he called
at
Napier Moore's place, which he found most attractive, but Napier was not at home at
the time.
Stuart L. Thompson, whose fame as a naturalist is widely recognized, received a signal
distinction on Sunday, March 16, when the Don Valley Conservation Authority held a dinner
in
his honor at Fantasy Farm on the Pottery Road and made him a presentation. The hall was
filled to capacity. Letters of congratulation were read from friends in various places
whom
he had not seen for years, one coming from the Hon. Dana Porter, who was one of a group
of
boys he used to take on Don hikes years ago. Stuart spoke on "My Reminiscences of the Don @
Valley", a subject which must have been a delight to those who heard him. Mrs. Thompson,
who is a naturalist in her own right, was included in the tribute to her husband.

-7SOME ACTIVITIES OF THE MUSICIANS
Nicholas Goldschmidt, managing director of the Vancouver International Festival has
rranged for the Canadian premiere of Vaughan Williams' Ninth Symphony to be performed at the
Festival on August 10. William Steinberg, who will conduct, has been studying the score in
instalments as they were completed by the composer. He has just received the final pages and
the Symphony is now in orbit.
Closer to our fireside, Gordon Langlois has written a new anthem -- "I was glad when they
said unto me". This has already been sung by the choir of Glenview Presbyterian Church on
March 16 and was accorded high praise by the minister, the Rev. Kenneth Glazier, B.D., PH.D.
Several members of the congregation have said how much they enjoyed it.
At the Tuesday and Wednesday concerts of the Toronto Symphony, Walter Susskind performed
two of his own compositions for orchestra. From the ovation he received, it would seem that
the audience was tremendously impressed and greatly enjoyed them.
The most thrilling musical achievement of this year and many other years was the
presentation by the Mendelssohn Choir and Toronto Symphony of Arthur Honneger's dramatic
oratorio "Jeanne D'Arc at the Stake". In reviewing this work some of us believe that one of
our local papers has struck a new low. Anything anyone could say after that would be an
anti-climax, so there is very little to be said about that here. The music has many great
moments and the performance missed none of them. However, to many of us the mixture of the
spoken word with fine music is decidedly unpleasant and disturbing. In this performance the
spoken drama was of the very finest but even that did not quite satisfy those who would
rather hear it sung or left out altogether. Nevertheless the majority thought it was wonderful and this is a democracy, so we have the spoken word and that's that.
Last year this columnist vowed never to listen to another performance of Bach's
St. Matthew Passion until some friend of music had thrown the harpsichord into some dark
alley never to be heard again. However, the music is too beautiful to let that interfere
there in front of our radio at 8 p.m. we were eagerly waiting. This was Fred Silvester's
^ebut and there was no flaw in his direction regarding both chorus and orchestra. The
phrasing, small detail and the climaxes were beautifully thought out by the conductor and
what is more important, they all "came off" even over the radio. The narrator, faced with
some of the most difficult and sometimes unrewarding music ever written, set to with a will
and was much more than adequate in his part. The choir, tonally and technically, was so
beautiful that any words could never describe it. This column cheerfully admits to being
simply overpowered and even now cannot quite get this performance out of mind. Again, congratulations to the new conductor, Fred Silvester.
H.L.

and

More About You know what
To the many who feel that every last harpsichord should have been utterly destroyed half
way through the eighteenth century, it is regrettable that its vile whang whang should be
allowed to sully the beautiful score of the St. Matthew Passion. Why can't harpsichords
gather up their quills and go play somewhere else, where they can't pollute the air with
their plunkety plunk? No wonder the narrator has such a hard job and very seldom
sounds well.
How can he with that assortment of skillets and tin pans banging in his ears? He is
chosen to
utter the most solemn and beautiful prose ever written to the vulgar accompaniment of
the most
foreign combination of bangedy-bangs and clickety-clicks ever to assail our tortured ears.
Ten to one if Bach could listen again to The Passion, the first thing he would say would
be -"Dear, dear, my children, your father must get out his pen and do some rescoring. First,
we
must get rid of that old harpsichord which seemed so handy when I was alive and now sounds
so
Id-fashioned and just plain horrible." Could it be possible that Hugh Thompson, our most
alued and fearless local reviewer could begin a movement? Thousands of the underground would
rally to the colours.

-8THE LIBRARY
In 1954 Sir Herbert Read gave the Mellon Lectures in Fine Arts at the National Gallery
in Washington, and these lectures have been published in a very impressive book titled
The Art Of Sculpture. The author has given historical support to the concept that this art
form is essentially an autonomous and aesthetic one, and in order to illustrate his theme
there has been amassed a beautiful collection of gravure plates - 224 of them - depicting
great works of sculpture from prehistoric times to the 1950's.

W

The editor of The Oxford Book Of English Talk has sought far and wide for authentic
sources in order to find actual (as opposed to imagined) conversations. Because the practice
of using some form of shorthand for taking down court proceedings goes back at least to Tudor
times, some of the liveliest dialogue in the book is a record of the speech of criminals and
common men as they stood in the dock or witness box. This is probably the first book to
record at length how Englishmen have actually spoken from medieval times down to the present
day.
Members who have a secret love for good jazz should know that an authoratative work on
this subject has been obtained for their use. The principal author of Guide To Jazz is
Hugues Panassie', who has been the leading jazz critic for more than 25 years. This book
provides up-to-date biographies and discographies, as well as a selection of the best l.p.
jazz records.
The first in an annual series by the editors of Arts magazine is titled Arts Yearbook I.
The theme of this volume is The Turn Of The Century, and included among the fully-illustrated
articles are to be found such subjects as: "From Pre-Raphaelism To Bloomsbury", "The World Of
The Eight", and "Modern Art At The Turn Of The Century".

As those who have visited the Club recently will know, the occasion of the 50th
anniversary provided an ideal opportunity for displaying a representative selection of book*
by, or about, Club members. The lounge was used to exhibit some eighty works, as well as
seven copies of The Lamps which had been issued between the years 1908 and 1938. This display
might be considered a very profitable one, for it prompted two members to each contribute
three books written by other members. William Colgate has presented his copy of A Short
Sketch Of The Osler Family by W.A. Craick, as well as his author-inscribed copies of
The Village Of Souls and Day Of Wrath by Philip Child (the last-mentioned book was the cowinner of the All Canada Prize Novel award in 1945). Chuck Mathews has presented his
copies
of The Adventure of Canadian Painting by R.S. Lambert, Variety Show by Frederick Griffin,
and
The Sword of Lionheart by Vincent Massey. Another book by a member has come from its author,
Dr. G.E. Reaman of Waterloo; this, his latest work, is titled The Trail Of The Black Walnut.
All these contributions to the "Members" shelf are indeed much appreciated.
John Galilee has donated two booklets he obtained during a recent visit to the Pierpont
Morgan Library; one of them deals with the priceless collection of books and manuscripts
which comprises the famous Morgan library.
H.B.
THE SPIRIT THAT ANIMATES THE CLUB
The President's Anniversary Address
By Jim Wardropper

*

It has been said of our charter members that -- "Their vision, zeal and talents built
an enduring fellowship of the arts and a comradely haven for kindred souls." Our Club came
to life in the leisurely, gracious and secure days of the Edwardian era when Toronto was a
fairly compact community of a quarter of a million souls. The intervention of two world wars,
the development of movies, radio, television, aeroplanes, radioactive materials, the uncertainty and anxiety they engender, point the contrast of the present-day world.
The Club was inaugurated formally at a meeting held in an upstairs room of the St.Charles

-9Hotel on the evening of March 23, 1908.
and the Clef Club.

Its genesis was the Slanderbund from the Graphic Arts

S
What sort of a company was it that came together on such a hazardous enterprise, little
dreaming that 200 members would meet tonight on March 29th to celebrate its 50th anniversary?
They were writers, painters, musicians, architects, actors and their friends, drawn together
by a similarity of tastes. They had been meeting in groups, as occasion served, in each
other's rooms or studios, or, as was frequently the case, in places where beer was sold by
the glass, and the drinking of it enlivened at times by an orchestra and vocalists. They
sought companionship, conversation and seclusion from the "outsider" -- a refuge of
anonymity.
We might truthfully say that they wanted to organize in a small and humble way a fragment
of the Toronto Bohemian circle into a Club. In using the term "Bohemian", we do not mean a
"Gypsy style of living" but a temperament; not carelessness of dress nor disregard of the
niceties of mealtimes, but an atmosphere. Our founders wanted a Club different from all the
other Clubs in Toronto. These seemed, and even looked, more or less alike, rather institutional and sticky -- as indeed they remain today. They wanted a centre of civilized
relaxation or, if you like, of personalities, of wit, of scandal and of the latest information of what was going on in art circles; a place to find the kind of people you wanted to
see and a refuge to keep away from those you didn't particularly want to meet. (Our
telephone number has never been listed in the telephone directory).
They were not a prosperous set. They were for the most part, indeed, men who were at
that time engaged in a severe, and sometimes, bewildering conflict with circumstances. The
force which pulled them together was the desire for the hospitality of good fellowship, and
the catholicity of brains and common interests.
Edward Terry once referred to the Savage Club, London, as "a club more renowned for its
wit than its 'wittles"'and this certainly was true of our Club in its earliest days. Our
*founders wanted a club less aristocratic and more gregariously social which would grow round
onversation, round meeting people in a well-balanced mixture of the more interesting professions. By temperament they were disputatious and non-conformist, iconoclasts, individuals in
thought and outlook, yet finding strength and satisfaction in companionship. We can well
imagine them adopting as an attitude -- "Smite all humbugs, however big."
The Club's first President, W.A. Langton, is credited with the dictum -- "The Club's
permanent home should be in a garret." George Locke, the third President, abhorred the idea
of "an upholstered club". "Shirt sleeves democracy" was Gus Bridle's phrase. With such stout
phrases and innate confidence, they launched the Viking ship on stormy seas. It may be
coincidence, or perhaps, foresight, but two of the earliest writers whose dramatic works were
presented by the Club were Rabindranath Tagore and Maurice Maeterlinck.
Tagore wrote: "Kabir saith: It is the spirit of the quest that helpeth. I am the
spirit of the quest."
Maeterlinck said: "The future is a world limited by ourselves."
With what prophetic foresight J.E.H. Macdonald gave us the Viking emblem design for the
Club. These venturers pioneered into many uncharted seas but success crowned their efforts
and we are the inheritors of a well-established empire in things of the spirit.
It is but natural, when celebrating our Jubilee year, to dwell on the glories of the
past, but we would be failing in our responsibility if we did not also examine the present
and plan for the future and enrich the heritage. He would be a bold man who would venture
to predict what the future has in store for the Arts and Letters Club. The devotion and
sacrifice which has characterized the membership must be continued, for the things this Club
stands for cannot be bought but must be self-generated. Those who come after us may do
better or do worse but we can be sure of one thing -- they will do it differently. What have
e to offer to potential members, young and creative products of the society of the present
y? Dynamic leadership is required, tolerance to newer and different ideas is essential,
but we look forward to the future with confidence that the essential characteristics will be
preserved and enriched.
SEMPER SURSUM
. , ..... •
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-10IN MEMORY OF T.A. REED
One looks back to many lunch-hour occasions when small table groups enjoyed the
privilege of hearing Tom Reed talk in his quietly entertaining manner about various aspects*
of life in Toronto as he knew it in his long lifetime. These occasions are now, alas, but
pleasant memories. After a long illness, bravely and hopefully borne, T.A.Reed (the way his
name has appeared many times on articles, reports and letters and on two important books)
passed away on March 12 in his 87th year. He became a member of the Club in 1915 and regarded his membership, particularly in recent years, as a source of much enjoyment, bringing him
into touch as it did with men of congenial tastes. He delighted to talk of Toronto as he
knew it in his boyhood and from a vast accumulation of material and with the resources of an
excellent memory, he was able to throw light on almost any question about the city's life
that might arise. As at one period an organist and choirmaster, as for many years Secretary
of the Mendelssohn Choir, as a University official with an intimate knowledge of University
affairs, as historian and lecturer (he delivered over 500 illustrated lectures on the history
of Toronto) and as a good churchman, his interests were widespread and his knowledge in all
these fields extensive. Always willing to help, he was punctilious in answering in his careful and exact way the many requests that came to him for information. The extent of the
circle of those who knew and admired this modest, yet highly talented man, was evidenced at
the funeral service in the beautiful chapel of his beloved Trinity College, of which he was a
graduate and historian.

THE LATE MURRAY BROWN,

LOYAL CLUB MEMBER

A familiar figure around the Club for many years, Murray Brown died at the Wellesley
Hospital on April 1, after a long and distressing illness. In a quiet way, which was typical
of him, Murray Brown had a significant place in the Club and few of its members have been more
faithful in attendance. He joined the Club in 1924 and was not long a member before being *
elected to the Executive Committee. He served for a number of years as Chairman of the Houl
Committee and became Vice-President in 1942-43. He might then have become President but, at
his request, his name was not put forward for that office. Murray took part in many of the
Spring Revues and appeared also in several of the Club's plays. Golf and curling were his
favorite pastimes. Since the death of his wife in 1941, he lived during the summer at the
Rosedale Golf Club, the rest of the year being spent at the Granite Club.
He was born in Broughty Ferry, Scotland, and educated in London, England, where he became a member of the Royal Architectural Institute of British Architects. Coming to Canada
in 1914 he was associated with Charles S. Cobb and in 1918 set up in practice for himself.
In 1928 he took Gresley Elton, also a member of the Club, into partnership. In his profession, in which he was greatly respected for the high ethical standards which he maintained,
he won distinction, becoming President of the Ontario Society of Architects, Fellow of the
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada and Academician of the Royal Canadian Academy. In
manner rather quiet and reserved, he had an under-surface vein of humor that cropped out in
witty sayings, uttered with an amused twinkle in his eye. He enjoyed a joke both on himself
and on others. His sterling character, his loyalty and devotion made him friends everywhere
and in the Club circle which knew and esteemed him best he will be greatly missed.

BOB FARQUHARSON REPORTS
Member Bob Farquharson, who heads the Information Office at the Canadian Embassy in
Washington, was in New York on March 19 for the opening of the Stratford Festival Players'
six-weeks engagement at the Phoenix Theatre. He has favored the Monthly Letter with a copy
of his report on the event. Lack of space unfortunately prevents us from doing more than
make one or two quotes from this most entertaining document, in which Bob tells not only o
the performance but of colorful pre-theatre and post-theatre parties which he attended.
"To me it was a most interesting evening," he writes. "The critics the next day were
divided with perhaps more opposed than for. The Canadian Press story was sent out before the
evening papers were available and in this way the CP story presented a much more favorable
aspect than was actually the case."

-11"The New York Times made history in an unspectacular way by editorially welcoming the
Stratford Players of Canada to New York in the morning.
Never before had this been done.
But the
editorial
was based on the established worth of the Canadian Stratford Festival and
not
on the
production
of "Two Gentlemen of Verona".

"The first
act was slow.
Some of the audience did not return which gave me a chance to
unload a coat and hat on an empty seat.
The second act moved much faster.
the second
act I had no trouble in keeping awake, which is one way of making a dramatic Incriticism
Strangely enough this production which Toronto and Montreal have
both apparently rejected,
may achieve a longer run in New York than any other Canadian production in history ....
This
time I think there will be enough intellectual curiosity to keep a poor play by a famous
author going.
The production is good.
I should add, of course, that an amateur who makes
a prediction on a New York play is in the same position as an amateur who knows what will
happen on

Wall Street.",

A CLUB FLASHBACK
Member Milton Blackstone, writing from his winter retreat at El Centro, California,
contributes the following recollection of a luncheon in November,
1912, when Sir Wilfrid
Laurier

was guest of honour.

"My master, Luigi von Kunitz, took
It was a wonderful meal for a hungry 17
Sir Wilfrid spoke, Hollinshead sang and
two encores, both being pieces composed

in those days, followed.

"When the meeting broke up,

orgotten.

me to the Club to play a group of violin solos.
year old boy. Gus Bridle was all over the place.
then I played, accompanied by Von Kunitz.
I gave
by Von Kunitz.
The usual applause, very vociferous

I was taken to meet Sir Wilfrid, whose words I have never

After asking me where I was born, how old I was and whether I would make Canada

home, he put his right hand on my head, like a blessing, looked kindly into my eyes and
said -- 'God has given you an exceptional talent for music.
I wish you great success.
Canada

needs young men like you.

Stay with us and you will never regret it.r

"

SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS
Fred Manning, who was taken ill during the Jubilee Dinner and conveyed to the Toronto
General Hospital by ambulance, is reported to be making favorable
progress towards recovery.
The New Yorker of March 8, 1958, carried in its Department of Amplification a couple
of columns by Davidson Ketchum about Matthew Prichard, an extraordinary character who
spent the first war in Ruhleben with Ernest MacMillan, Quentin MacLean and Davidson himself. A very interesting little article.

INTRODUCING DISTINGUISHED NEW MEMBER
The Club is fortunate in having as a new member John Tuzo Wilson, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D.,
who has been Professor of Geophysics at the University of Toronto since 1946 and last
year
attained the distinction of being elected President of the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics for a three-year term. He was born in Ottawa on October 26, 1908, the son
of John A. Wilson, C.B.E., Director of Air Services, and was educated at Ottawa schools
@and successively at the Universities of Toronto, Cambridge and Princeton. He is a Massey
WFellow and Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. From 1936 to 1939 he was with the Geological Survey of Canada and then from 1939 to 1946 with the Canadian Army, rising from
2nd Lieutenant to Colonel, with four years service overseas.
Professor Wilson says he has been fortunate in having had opportunities to travel to
six continents. Some of the interesting highlights of his experiences have been -- in
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1927, cooking dinner on the shores of a remote Ontario Lake for Lionel Curtis, Doggie Mason
and Lord Astor - a dinner which they attended clad only in long winter underwear, due
to a
light canoe upset; in 1935, reaching the summit of Mount Hague, Montana, a point in
the
United States not yet visited (as far as he knows) by any American; in 1946, during ExercisW
Musk-Ox a flight over the North Pole and participation in an Eskimo drum dance on one of
the
Arctic Islands;in 1950, a 65,000 mile trip around the world, including a visit to
stone age
natives in Central New Guinea; in 1952, three weeks flying in chartered planes over
the
Peruvian Andes; in 1957, lecture tour in connection with the International Geophysical
Year
behind the Iron Curtain.
Professor Wilson is married and has two daughters. Residence: 29 Roxborough St. East.

EFFICIENCY MUST BE THE KEYNOTE!
The following comments are from the report of a Work Study Engineer after a visit to
a symphony concert at the Royal Festival Hall in London:
For considerable periods the four oboe players had nothing to do. The number should
be reduced and the work spread more evenly over the whole of the concert, thus eliminating
peaks of activity.
All the twelve violins were playing identical notes; this seems unnecessary duplication.
The staff of this section should be drastically cut. If a larger volume of sound is required
it could be obtained by means of electronic apparatus.
Much effort was absorbed in the playing of demi-semi-quavers; this seems to be an unnecessary refinement. It is recommended that all notes should be rounded up to the nearest
semi-quaver. If this were done it would be possible to use trainees and lower-grade
operatives more extensively.
There seems to be too much repetition of some musical passages. Scores should be
drastically pruned. No useful purpose is served by repeating on the horns a passage which W
has already been handled by the strings. It is estimated that if all redundant passages
were eliminated the whole concert time of two hours could be reduced to twenty minutes and
there would be no need for an intermission.
It was noted that excessive effort was being used occasionally by the players of wind
instruments, whereas one air compressor could supply adequate air for all instruments
under
more accurately controlled conditions.
(From "Professional Engineer")

The Monthly letter is published for the purpose of keeping members informed of the
activities of the Club and its members. So far as what goes on at 14 Elm Street is
concerned,
information is readily available but the same cannot be said of the activities of the
individual members, particularly those in the non-resident category. The Monthly
Letter
welcomes worthwhile news of what members of the Club are doing and invites contributions
of
this nature.

Members are again reminded of our affiliation with the Savage Club in London and the
Arts Club in Montreal. Visits to London may be infrequent but there is a fairly constant
coming and going between Toronto and Montreal. The Arts Club people down there would
like
the members of the Arts and Letters Club, when in Montreal, to visit their premises and
their members will certainly be most welcome at 14 Elm Street.

A WORD FROM THE TEMPORARY (VERY)
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OF EDITORIAL SUPERVISORS
FOR THIS (ONLY)
si

NUMBER

OF THE MONTHLY LETTER

The sudden descent to be noted in

this number of the

Monthly letter from the stately prose of the Editor-in-chief,
to this utterly inept and slovenly issue, is

due first

to the

illness of the aforesaid Editor-in-chief and secondly, to the
complete absence of a crowd of eager writers waiting in
to take over, temporarily,
It

is

his job.

the firm intention of the present Editors to

recommend to the Executive Committee of the Club,
successors,

line

the name of the first

anyway whatever,

as their

Member who complains,

in

of the low standard of this issue.

In a more serious vein, it

must be said that this

number of the Letter has been a most difficult one to "put
to bed" (we fancy that is

the term).

After all,

one of us

cannot spell and the other cannot write - a sort of threelegged race with no legs,

if

you know what we mean.
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OUR 50TH ANNUAL MEETING
On Saturday, May 10th, the members assembled for the annual meeting and election
of officers. There was a large attendance and perhaps more than the usual enthusiasm.
During the dinner the President proposed the toast to the Queen and subsequently Healey
Willan's setting of the Constitution was sung by the Choir. Ouchterlony conducted and
George Lambert was Cantor. In the choir one noticed Dr. Willan singing lustily.
The minutes of the previous annual meeting were read and adopted.
The chairmen of the various committees presented their reports, and one gathered
that the Club's jubilee year had been an exceedingly satisfactory one. Even the
Treasurer, who had to report a deficit in the operations of the year, nevertheless
was able to assure the members that the Surplus account of the Club was in excellent
shape.
The address of the President, Jim Wardropper, resulted in some discussion, particularly with reference to the proposed Club history publication. Finally a resolution was carried by the meeting to the effect that the sum of One Thousand Dollars
should be set aside to cover preliminary expenses in connection with assembling and
collating material which would be required by any future historian of the Club. It
was brought to the attention of the members that an editorial advisory committee was
at present working on plans for a history of the Club.
A report read by Walter Moorhouse consisted of an eloquent tribute to members
who had died during the Club year. The members stood in silence in memory of these
men. The names: Dr. Harvey Robb, John I. Ridpath, Frank Blachford, William Eason
Humphries, Augustus S. Smith, Robert L. Defries, Sir Wyly Grier, Egbert C. Reed,
Thomas A. Reed, Murray Brown, Dr. Staunton Wishart, Canon J. E. Ward, Ernest Ross
Rolph.
As a result of the election of officers, the president announced the following
as the officers and executive committee for the Club year 1958-1959:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

James Wardropper
David Ouchterlony
Irwin Forster
Fred W. Kemp

Committee members elected for a two year term:
Eugene Butt
George Pepper

Allan Fleming
Roland Pincoe

John Fleetwood-Morrow
Robin Strachan

The following members were elected at the 1957 annual meeting for a two year
term and will therefore remain on the committee for the next
Club year.
W. K. Aykroyd
John E. Grier

lan P. Cameron
Horace Lapp

Robert Hubbard
Oswald Stacey

At the conclusion of the business the meeting adjourned.

JUBILEE CIRCUS

:ii
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According to reliable eye-witnesses, the greatest show on Elm Street was a
scintillating, sensational, smash hit.
The Great Hall had been magically transformea; its walls seemed to have been expanded to provide room for the colorful Big
Top complete with Sideshow tapestries, sturdy tent poles, and a high-flying
trapeze
(with girl).

-3The lounge had become a menagerie, its walls lined with cages imprisoning a
Sstrange assortment of wild animals (some even stranger-looking than the pedestrians
who peeped at them) and an incredibly amazing, invisible fish.
Calliope music boomed out to fill the room until interrupted abruptly by the
appearance of Ringmaster Shelden complete with top hat. He was followed (surrounded,
inundated, and generally pushed around) by the Clown Chorus (Alexander, Cameron,
Carrington, Daykin, Heal, Manning, Rayson, Thompson and Ward) who lustily sang this
rousing overture:
Jubilee Jubilee Jubilee Jubilee
It's the Arts and Letters Jubilee
Come along Join the throng you belong Sing the Song
of the Arts and Letters Jubilee
All the aches and the pains of a show is ours again
Just to bring back memories
Of the days and the ways of the skits and the plays
As they did in days of yore
With a spirit just the same different faces different names
Who could ask for more
Who could ask for more.
(Words and Music - Reg Heal)

^

On the heels of the chorus came Annie Oakley displaying miraculous markmanship
(though in the process she managed to shoot Cooper the Clown, the Ringmaster, Roly
Pincoe, Oxford McNeill, and several actors in the wings who were waiting to come on).
Strong men MacDonald and Wevers (obviously graduates of the Charles Atlas School)
displayed astounding dexterity and strength as they played with huge bar bells as if
they were babies' rattles.
A Stephen Foster melody followed with a well-dressed and well-matched
quartet
consisting of Heal, Rayson, Thompson and Ward.
The audience then had the rare opportunity of hearing all about an astonishing
new medicine - a "cure-all" for whatever ails you - "Kickabouratoll" pitched by
Dr. Sidney Lorraine. During the course of his lecture, Dr. Lorraine extolled the
virtues of alcohol and exposed, once and for all, the dangers of milk (99% imagination
and 1% water).
He was aided briefly by Charlie Lamb until that unfortunate, foaming at the mouth,
was dragged off by policeman, Hogarth.
The Clown Chorus returned to signify the close of the first act.
A beautiful and intricate musical ride opened the second act.
Balancing delicately on the backs of pink and powdered ponies were Yocum,Sutherland, Gerring and
Muntzer. Shelden then introduced a Sad Shetland propelled by MacDonald and Wevers
which had previously earned the distinction of being the only entire horse to
graduate from Harvard.
A community sing song led by Buffalo Bill Heal, Annie Oakley and the Chorus
next revealed that there was as much talent in the audience as there was on the stage.
Frank Dowsett skipped lightly through an intricate rope routine and his superb
condition was the envy of the entire cast.
Then came Oswald and the Reluctant Lion featuring Oz Stacey and Spur who suffered
from a mild case of hydrantphobia. The clowns then exploded upon the stage (Doucet,
Cooper and Coucill) for a fast, raucous display.
Then the most mysterious act of all - the actual firing of the human cannonball under the supervision of the eminent physicist, Dr. Johnson, assisted by Cannonfodder
SByers and Pincoe.
The whole glorious show was ended by a rousing, closing chorus and a grand march
off the stage.
Cast and audience alike are indebted to 'Gene Butt who supplied the music; stage
' .. (0
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-4manager McNeill, and assistants Pincoe and Matthews; Walker, in charge of lighting;
Duffy who handled costumes, and Pidgeon whose telephone reminders lined up the cast
for rehearsals.
A special nod is given in the direction of Robin Strachan, and a big box of
cigars to Robert Christie for his invaluable assistance.
Quite apart from the men actually involved in the stage production itself, we
are indebted to that anonymous but wonderful band, "the Willing Workers" whose
tireless efforts created the atmosphere in which any Spring Revue was
bound to
succeed.
D. B.

JUBILEE

DINNER

SOUVENIR

PRCGRAMME

The Souvenir Programme, which was given out to all attending the Jubilee
Dinner
on March 31st was subsequently mailed to members who were not able to be
present.
The President has received quite a number of letters from out-of-towners expressing
appreciation for this having been done.

NOTES ABOUT MEMBERS
Frederick Manning
We are glad to hear that Freddy Manning's condition is now
improving. He has left the General Hospital and is now at home.
W. A. Craick
Under doctor's orders, Bill Craick is taking a complete rest at his
home. He hopes to be back at the Club in a few weeks.
University Honours
At a recent Convocation at the University of Manitoba, two
members received honorary degrees, Dr. E. A. Corbett, the honorary degree
of L.L.D.
and Dr. Claude Bissell, the honorary degree of D.Litt. Dr. Bissell also
gave the
Convocation address.
Anson Cutts
We have received a lengthy cutting from The Arizona Republic (see
notice board) which brings us news that Member Cutts was awarded an "inscribed
silver plate to the man who has done most during 1957-1958 to foster and promote
art .... "
Anson Cutts is Art-Music-Drama critic of this paper.

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS
Horace G. Walton-Ball, D.D.S., comes into the Club as a non-pro member,
sponsored
by Mr. A. B. Fisher and Dr. Healey Willan. Keenly interested in music, painting,
literature, Canadiana, photography and gardening. Dr. Walton-Ball was born
in Toronto
in 1907, educated at Harbord Collegiate and University of Toronto and graduated
in
Denistry, 1931. He is a Past President of the Downtown Dental Association, President
of the Governor Simcoe Branch, U.E.L. Association. Married, two children.
Member
Canadian Club and Board of Trade.
Frederick Neale Smith, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., Member Architectural Association
of
London, England, a new pro member was sponsored by Professor Eric Arthur
and Howard
Chapman. He has practised his profession in the United Kingdom and in Canada
since
graduation

from

the

University

of

Toronto

in

1937.

Has

a

special

interest

in

painting,

I
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sculpture and music and lives at 8 Wilberton Road. His business address is the
Don Mills Developments Ltd.
John B. Prior, of 10 Glenwood Crescent comes into the Club
as a Pro member,
sponsored by Yvon Doucet and Walter Coucill. He is the assistant
manager of the
display department, Robert Simpson Co. The fact that he is also
a professional
musician and professional magician, being a member of the Hat
and Rabbit Club and
plays solo cornet with the R.C.A.S.C. Band probably explains why his
application for
membership was so enthusiastically supported by a long list
of Arts and Letters men
who are acquainted with him.
Richard T. Lambert, of 198 Moore Avenue employed by the C.B.C.
in design for television, enters the Club as a Pro member. His father is well
known to many members and
we believe he was at one time also a member of this Club. Richard
was sponsored by
J. M. Reynolds and Peter Francis and was educated at the University
of Toronto and the
Montreal School of Art. His professional activities include sculpture,
painting and
mural design spread over the last 9 years and at 33 years of age is
one of the youngest members we have had the pleasure of welcoming into the Club.
It is interesting
to note that he is also a member of the Society of Mural Painters
of the United
Kingdom.
John D. Birdsall of 51 Alexander Street, Designer and Art Director
at Rous and
Mann Press Ltd. comes in as a Pro member sponsored by Les Trevor and
Fred Mann. Another young man, age 32, he is well known among the artists
in the Club
distinguished record as a graphic designer, having been awarded medals and has a
by the Art
Directors Clubs of both Montreal and Toronto. He is a graduate
of the Ontario College
of Art with a wide diversity of interests including music, writing,
stagecraft and
photography.
SBruce
MacKinnon of 30 Barwick Drive, Downsview, enters the Club as a non-Pro
sponsored by Willson Woodside and Frank Prendergast. He is at present
employed in
public relations work for the Imperial Oil Company but is perhaps
better known as the
former managing editor of the Financial Post. Educated at the University
of Toronto
he also has many compelling interests including music, theatre,
ballet, photography
and the graphic arts.
C. M. Charters of 99 Tyndall Avenue, President of Design Craft
Ltd., enters the
Club as a Pro member sponsored by Oxford McNeill and Walter Coucill.
extensive experience and training in architecture and display design He has had
leading to his
present occupation of creating and producing interiors and exhibition
booths, etc.
His main interest apart from work is indicated by the fact of his
being a director
and past Commodore of the National Yacht Club. He is also
a member of the Board of
Trade and Vice Chairman of Canadian Association of Display Designers
and Builders.
Winston McQuillin, 14 Heathbridge Park, a new non-Pro member introduced
by
Harold (Jimmy) James and Matthew Lawson is the Executive V.P. of
Cockfield, Brown and
is known to many of our members working in the fields of advertising,
public relations
and education. He has had a distinguished career since graduating
from the University
of Manitoba, having been the first winner of the Bessborough Cup at
the Drama Festival
at Ottawa in 1934, and was the founder and producer of such
programmes as "Singing
Stars of Tomorrow" and Canada Packers Symphony Concerts
as well as many radio plays
and concerts.

S

We wish to extend a cordial welcome to all these men and hope
to see them taking
an active part in Club affairs even if it is only in the matter
of coming in to lunch
with some regularity. A propos of this we have never forgotten a
short speech made at
the Club by the late Augustus Smith in which he informed us of
the dire calamities his
own sponsors threatened him with if he ever failed to carry out any
reasonable request
made to him on behalf of the Club.
R.

H.
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-6NOTES ON MUSICIANS
Nicholas Goldschmidt, who is on leave of absence to act as Director of the
Vancouv
Festival, will give a short talk on the subject of the Festival at
the regular Club
luncheon on Friday, June 13th.
It is a piece of good luck for the Club that John Coulter is back in Toronto
again and is able to be around the Club pretty regularly. He has promised to
give a
hand on entertainment matters.
This part of the Monthly Letter has always felt that the Club should
have a song
all their own to be proudly sung at all or any Club affairs. An
old collaboration may
once again work its magic - John Coulter and Healey Willan have promised
to work on
this idea.
From the rural fastnesses of Stouffville non-resident member Allan
Sangster forwards the news that, as Jim Bannerman is the fore-legs of the CBC Wednesday
Night horse,
so he still continues to bring up the rear. Changing streams
in mid-horse, so to speak,
he tells us that his present steed is a thoroughbred named Ludwig van Beethoven,
but
that this worthy nag, exhausted after having spun the tables for one hundred
and twenty
hours, will be put out to pasture on July twenty-third.
His next mount will be a younger stallion named Gustav Mahler, but
since Canadian
audiences may find this dark horse a little strange, not to say intimidating,
it was
decided not to enter him in the Mid-week Steeplechase until early October, when
perhaps
auditors will be stronger and more settled.

I

Thus for ten or eleven weeks Sangster will be careening around in
all directions
on a composite and heterogeneous mount which will answer, probably, to such names
as
@
Handel, Mozart, England, France, Italy, Schubert, and Gerald Moore.
Finally, not knowing whether this, and he himself, are fish, flesh, fowl or good
red herring, he sends his communication hopefully to the music editor, with the
suggestion that if he disown it he pass it on to the equestrian department
of the
Monthly Bulletin.
A translation of all this will lead us to the fact that this astonishing run
of
Beethoven (prepared by Sangster) will be succeeded after the
summer by a series of
Wednesday Night programmes, 11 p.m. - of music by Gastav Mahler.
The Concerto for Orchestra by Arnold Walter was performed by the CBC Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Geoffrey Waddington, on May 12th. The
Concerto was given its
first performance two months ago under the aegis of the Bavarian Broadcasting
System.
It seemed to us a brilliantly conceived work, and a repeat performance
would be, we
think, entirely in order.
Charles Peaker has written a series of lectures for a British
Magazine with the
formidable title, "Organ and Choral Aspects and Prospects". These lectures
were
read last summer at the International Congress of Organists in London, England.
They
are very enjoyable and it is no wonder that they have been reprinted.
On May 27th John Adaskin's eldest daughter (all of 13) gave a most interesting
recital. Tamar Adaskin was assisted by Lorna Glover, violinist,
(also all of 13'
lamar's tone had an excellent ring, her phrasing was in good taste and, like all
pupils of Madeline Bone, her relaxed arm technique should help her surmount many
difficulties to come. Her father and mother were not so relaxed. However, after
five minutes of the daughter's playing so nobly, they both sat
back and began to
enjoy themselves like the rest of us. Isn't it nice to see the next generation,
etc., etc.

I
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-7Your correspondent considers that the day would indeed be lost if he did
not
pass on to those who have stayed with him this far the following:
The Beaverton Express reflected something of the times in which we live
and
what the times can do to such revered institutions as Maunders' "Olivet to Calvary".
The Express had it that on Sunday afternoon the Junior Choir would render
"Alivit
to Calgary".
H.L.

ERNEST ROSS ROLPH. ARCA, FRAIC
Ernest Rolph was born in 1871 and after leaving Jarvis Collegiate was articled
to David Roberts, an early Toronto architect. Ernie used to tell of visits
with his
chief about 1890 to a job for George Gooderham at the north-east corner of
Bloor and
St. George Streets, when Mr. Roberts would sketch the profile of a moulding
detail on a scrap of brown paper for the master mason. Ernie used to have a or other
copy of
the plans and specifications, the former being meticulously drawn and coloured,
the
latter consisting of five sheets of ruled foolscap closely inscribed in long-hand.
Blue-printing had not yet come into general use. This house has for long
been occupied
by the York Club, which is now in possession of the original drawings.

*

Ernie then acted as architect for the C.P.R. on the construction of the
Crow's
Nest Pass Railway. Here in 1897 he proved his ability as an engineer by overcoming
what seemed impossible problems of depth and seasonal change of water levels
in his
design of the transfer slip at Kootenay Landing, B.C. In 1899 he joined the
firm
of Sproatt & Rolph with which he practised for forty years, producing many
notable
buildings which will be prized even more highly in the future than they
are today.
Ernie Rolph was among the fortunate few who come to terms with life. His
keen
judgment, coolness and sense of humour made him a perfect complement for his
tempermental partner. It is doubtful if Dr. Henry Sproatt, the artist, could
have accomplished what he did without the confident and vigorous support of Ernie Rolph,
the
builder. In spite, however, of the difference of disposition, these
two were bound
together by an inestimable bond, - their love of everything beautiful, especially
in the many fields of art. They both were connoisseurs and collectors of objets
d'art to whose doors the dealers made a well-worn path.
Of their lesser known works one might cite Bishop Strachan's School,
its elaborate Chapel contrasting with the grim severity of the main building.
One also
should not forget the beautiful Knox Presbyterian Church in Ottawa.
At one time Ernie had one of the finest collections of Chinese snuff-bottles
in
this part of the world and was also known by his friends to carry around
in his
pockets a small fortune in scarabs, and in precious and semi-precious
stones.
Ernie had had many interesting experiences and was a fine raconteur.
A story
he once told might help to explain his unvarying poise and equanimity, perhaps a
psychologist might know the answer. In his early days he and his brother, Harold,
did what he called "one of the silliest, craziest things imaginable",
- they started
out in a canoe, a racing model at that, to paddle to Niagara. After about
eight hours
of calm paddling they found themselves miles off shore over the Niagara
River bar in
a fierce current and a rising sou'-wester. They were continually
being swamped and
saw little hope of survival, when the Niagara steamer "Chicora"
providentially appeared
on the scene, and Commodore McGiffin took them and their canoe aboard
on the return
.r-
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trip to Toronto.
Ernie's motto might well have been:
"Come what come may,
Time and the hour runs through the roughest day."
W.M.

THE LIBRARY
Since publication of the last Monthly Letter two more volumes of that valuable
reference work, Encyclopedia Canadiana, have been received; these
are Vol. 3 (Cobalt
to Empress Ships) and Vol. 4 (Encyclopedia to Governor General).
While visiting the
library of the Detroit Institute of Arts a fully-illustrated book was obtained
for
the "Architecture" shelf; this work was published by the Institute,
and is titled
Architecture Of The Detroit Institute Of Arts. The following titles,
not previously
listed in the Monthly Letter, refer to items that came to hand
during the last fiscal
year: The Savage Club (a membership list for the centenary year); Reading
In Toronto;
Film Catalogue Supplement; Early Canadian Glass; Canadian Ceramics.

Two members have each donated a pair of books to the "Members"
Chuck Matthews has come The Four Jameses by William Arthur Deacon, shelf. From
as well as And
From That Day by Alan Sullivan. From Lorne Pierce has come William
Kirby written by
the donor, and Annals Of Niagara by William Kirby (this last-mentioned
work contains
a foreword by Dr. Pierce, who also edited the book).
The librarian wishes to acknowledge in this column, with sincere gratitude,
all
the assistance and encouragement received during the year from
the librarian at the
Art Gallery of Toronto. This assistance has taken the practical form of
making
available certain duplicate catalogues and out-of-print publications
not owned by
our library. Among such items not previously listed in the Monthly Letter
have been
Group of Seven (Catalogue), Canadian Crafts In Industry, Architecture
And Allied Arts
(Catalogues of 5th and 6th Biennial Exhibitions), and Maritime Art. This lastmentioned publication (issued quarterly between 1940 and 1943) preceded Canadian Art.
The complete file is now owned by the Club, for the Art Gallery Librarian
supplied
all but three numbers, and Gordon Paine was able to obtain these while
on a recent
visit to Halifax.
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EDITORIAL
This issue, which has obviously been somewhat hurriedly thrown together, is the
first under new management, our former editor, Mr. Craik, having been forced to resign
owing to ill health. It is not, we hope, a fair sample of what is to come, but was
the best we could manage at short notice.
A few rather important changes have been suggested, the principal one of which
is that the monthly letter shall be reduced to a maximum of eight pages and preferably
less. This is not entirely to simplify the work of the editor, though that consideration naturally enters into it. But quite aside from our congenital aversion to work,
it is felt that there is a much better chance of getting the letter read by the members
if it does not look like too much of a chore.
One thing we would like to point out is that no publication of this kind can be
really successful and do its job properly without the cooperation of every member. It
is not, and cannot be, a one-man effort. In the table in the lounge on which the Club
scrapbook is kept there is a drawer in which material for the editor's attention may
be deposited. If you don't know where it is, Henry will be delighted to show you. (He
did me.) If you have anything you think ought to be included in the letter, concerning any member or any phase of the Club's activities, please shove it in that drawer.
Your help will be very much appreciated.

*

The Ladies' Night show on October 14th turned out to be rather a hysterical affair.
At precisely 8:45 the near-capacity crowd began to laugh and laughed almost continuously
until Don Sutherland let the huge tray of dishes fall at 10:45. It was an old-time
movie show of the old time "presentation house" type.
The traditional 3 gongs behind the curtain, and the worst fanfare ever to assail
mortal ears opened the show. This, played by Fred Shaw and Oz Stacey set the pace for
the City Council gambling when the curtains opened by mistake; the stagehands (Roly
Pincoe and Tony Nex) went on strike and the Mayor (Stan Cooper) officially opened the
Theatre.
The old movies were shown on his own projector by C.B.C. operator Stan Smith and
they contained many laughs. Reg Heal, Bill Thompson, Harry Ward and Walter Rayson
efficiently executed, "If You Were the Only Girl in the World", with Roly Pincoe in
the title role.
The symphony orchestra playing the William 'Tahell' Overture was something that
many more people should see in the near future.
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Ladies' Night cont'd
First Violins

*

-

Yvon Doucet
Don Sutherland
Oxford McNeil
Al Collier

Trumpets (the fanfare boys)-

Fred Shaw
Oz. Stacey

French Horn

-

Robin Strachan

Flute

-

Bill Tucker

Bass (the stepladder)

-

Bill Shelden

Tympani ("head" operator)

-

Al Fleming

Cello (saw it in half)

-

Fraser Macdonald

Jay Manning as Mary Pickford did a most unforgettable song and dance number using two
feet and little head.
The climax to this mad evening was the presentation of the prize - a set of dishes
contributed by Eaton's of Canada, kind offices of Jack Brockie. Mrs. Stacey won the
phoney lucky number and Mrs. Gene Butt turned up with another of the same. They agreed
to share this gorgeous prize and excitement reached a fever pitch when Don Sutherland
advanced up the steps with the dishes on a tray. Of course he tripped and it was a
grand smash and a success if the scream that followed was any criterion.
To put it mildly, everyone seemed to have a good time. To any ladies still worried
about the dishes, may we say that they were rather badly chipped Colport.
The Monthly Dinner of November 1st was very special inasmuch as Gail Cooper played
the piano very beautifully and the newly born dramatic group presented a little play by
Kaufman with great dash and much fun.
Jay Manning, Lou Parker, Bill Shelden and Al Fleming were word perfect and very
amusing withal.
One of the most beautiful and ingenious stage settings ever seen at the Club was
designed and built the night before with much "sweat and tears" by Oxford McNeil and
Roly Pincoe. The Club salutes them as true members.
Gail Cooper opened her programme with a conception of Bach's Organ Prelude in G
Minor which we haven't had the pleasure of ever having heard before. Her Chopin group
was delightful and for an encore (demanded most vociferously) she played a most vivacious and soundly constructed Praludio by Dr. Ernesto Vinci.
The evening ended with a Drinking Song with original English words by Reg. Heal.
These were not heard as Dickey Wagner had graciously and most cleverly transformed the
whole thing into Latin.
Jim Wardropper in his opening speech was very amusing and the members laughed a
great deal all the way through which was some tribute if we may say so and also proof
that he was on the beam. Everyone went home feeling no pain, in the highest and
truest sense of the expression.

The Club series of Monthly Dinners opened for the 1958-59 season on the evening
of Saturday, Sept. 27. The appearance of Dr. Ernesto Vinci on this occasion proved
once more that he is a superlative artist whose appearnaces on the concert stage are
all too seldom.
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chose as his opening numbers two songs by Beethoven "Adelaide" and
"In Questa Tomba". His following group of folk songs was delightful and the
large audience applauded in no uncertain manner.
Dr. Vinci announced his songs in a most easy and conversational style
which made everybody feel most comfortable and in a mood to enjoy his music all
the more.
He sang several encores, then topped his programme with Nemico Pella
Patria from Andrea Chenier.
It was intensely interesting to hear Dr. Vinci giving his audience at
first hand the same artistry which he has been imparting to the thousands of
pupils during his career as teacher and singer. It is hoped that it may not be
very long before he finds it convenient to sing for us again.

Elie Spivak, one of Canada's foremost violinists, shared the programme
with Dr. Vinci playing one of his famous improvisations. Elie does these so well
that they really are quite a great deal more than just the random wanderings to
which we have become accustomed in some other performers.
Elie has a beautiful tone and the audience sat there enraptured while he
played his opening theme and developed it into a web of sheer delight. The applause
was tremendous and all agreed that this was one of our finer evenings.
It took some time to recover from the nostalgia of Elie's music, but
finally this was most effectively accomplished by a surprise item from one of our
members, Frank Hay.
was a poem written by an elderly gentleman of 82 about the joys or
otherwise of golfing. It was quite amusing and closed the evening on a jovial note.
The only sour note was contributed by Sir Arthur Sullivan, who hovering overhead,
beat his wings and hurled invectives at us for burlesqueing his "Lost Chord". Dr.
Healey Willan was inclined to agree with Sir Arthur and wasn't too happy for awhile
but finally forgave us like the good sport he always is and everyone went home
having had a thoroughly good time and in excellent humour.
Some of us went over afterward to Eaton's Auditorium where Dr. Vinci's
artist pupil Jeanne Pengelly gave a very fine recital to a large and enthusiastic
audience.
David Ouchterlony played her accompaniments in very fine style, and both
artists received an ovation.

The Club Choir
"Since singing is so a good a thing, I wish all men would learn to sing!"
The words are William Byrd's and most of us would echo the sentiment.
The Club choir occupies an unique place in many of our activities - the
approaching Christmas Dinner being, as in the past, one of its peak moments.
Are there, perchance, some members new or old whose modesty in connection
with their vocal powers is preventing them from making a contribution via this Club
activity? If so, shed thy shyness, and get in touch with Ian Cameron, HU 8-3995
re dates of rehearsals. You'll find yourself warbling with congenial souls some of
whom claim that the practice periods are in some ways more fun than the actual performances.
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NEWS OF OUR ABSENT BRETHREN
Albert Cloutier, R.C.A., has been elected president of the Arts Club
of Montreal.
Napier Moore recently paid Toronto a visit, during which he appeared as
a guest panellist on "Fighting Words".
ABOUT CLUB MEMBERS
Dr. D. Carlton Williams, professor of psychology at the University of
Toronto, was recently appointed the new head of adult education. He will direct
the Department of University Extension.
Dr. Claude T. Bissell, who became President of the University of Toronto
on July 1st, was installed at a ceremony in Convocation Hall on October 24th.
Dr. Healey Willan has received the City of Toronto's highest honour, the
Civic Award of Merit, for outstanding contributions in the field of music.
Dr. Arnold Walter was this year's recipient of the University of Alberta's
National Award in Music.
Maestro Ernesto Barbini conducted "Il Tabarro" in his native Venice as
part of this year's Puccini clebration. He also conducted the opening bill of
the Toronto Opera Festival, Verdi's "Un Ballo in Maschera", on October 13th.
Dr. Ettore Mazzoleni conducted "The Tales of Hoffman" in the Opera
Festival.
Herman Geiger-Torel is again the Festival's artistic director.

THE

LIBRARY.

It is hoped that members will be delighted with the trial copy of the
new magazine Horizon, now to be found on the "New Additions" shelf in the library.
This handsome and impressive hard-cover publication will concern itself with all
the arts and ideas of mankind.
Among items with a Canadian theme which have been acquired and displayed
recently are the following: The Stratford Festival 1953-1957; this contains the record - in pictures and text - of the first five years of the Shakespearean Festival,
and includes the cast of each of the eleven plays that was presented. Volume V of
Encyclopedia Canadiana contains an article on Canada's history which is accompanied
by a full-colour portfolio of 24 reproductions of paintings, many done by Club
members. The Annual Report Of The National Gallery presents an extensive review
of the year's work, and 33 black-and-white illustrations.
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Library conttd
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Four books have recently been donated to the library by members. The
first two of these were given by Jan Polderman, Counsul-General of The Netherlands.
De Sti.il 1917-1931 is a valuable book for all those interested in modern art, as it
is the study of a Dutch movement which contributed much to modern art and architecture. The Making Of Dutch Towns will probably be of most interest to the architecturally-minded, for it is a study of urban development from the tenth to the seventeenth centuries.
The remaining two gifts will be found on the "Members" shelf. The titlepage of one reads "Doux Chansons Canadiennes. Harmonisees par George Coutts, traduction en Anglais par R.K. Hicks". Professor Hicks presented this compilation of 12
songs, nine of which were collected by Marius Barbeau, three by Ernest Gagnon. Merrill
Denison has sent a copy of his book titled The Unheroic North. These four Canadian
plays were published in 1923; one of them, titled "From Their Cwn Place", had its
first production on the Club stage (April 1922).
An important addition to the library is "Brother Savages and Guests", a
history of our esteemed English counterpart. If the excerpts mentioned by the
President at the last monthly dinner are an indication of its general content, it
is a volume well worth perusing.

ROBERT

HUBBARD

(an appreciation)
"For a man to work without some feelings towards the materials
he handles, without pride in the accomplished task - no matter
how trivial - and without interest in the final result of his
is one of the tragedies which can come upon a human being."

Stoil,

These words were read at the Memorial Service for Robert Hubbard, who died on
Monday, 6th October, 1958. These were the words which Bob Hubbard had himself
lettered and hung in his place of business for all to read. One is quite certain
that this was not done as a daily reminder for himself or to impress others who
might see and read it. Rather, one believes, it was the affirmation of a creed he
had long ago accepted; which he had come to believe in with all his heart and mind
and upon it he had built his life.
Bob Hubbard was a man of character and many accomplishments. He was a superb
craftsman of uncompromising honesty. He possessed an abundance of good sense and
gave cool counsel. He had also a wonderful sense of humour and a penetrating eye
for what he found ridiculous in life around him. One believes him to have been a
modest man, though on the surface this did not seem to be so. Certainly he must
have been what one might call a self-starter, for in his early life he had no
opportunity to cultivate his natural gifts but worked incredibly hard at many
uncongenial jobs.
Bob Hubbard was warmly attached to the Arts and Letters Club and always willing to
accept the responsibilities of membership. The Club is deeply indebted to him. He
was a member of the Executive Committee 1954-56 and again in 1957 until his death
in 1958. He served successively as Chairman of the Picture Committee and as Chairman of Membership. While there are many reminders of Bob's handiwork in the Club,
members will, perhaps, be most often aware of his skill and devotion in the beautifully painted replicas of the old shields in the Great Hall. The originals were
almost completely perished when Bob, single-handed, undertook to repaint them in
size in permanent form.
Sreduced
Bob Hubbard will be greatly missed at the Club. It will cheer his friends to
know that the partnership in the business which he started - and it was no ordinary
business - will carry on. The Club extends its deepest sympathy to his wife and

family.

