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OUR CHRISTMAS DINNER, 1956
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Unquestionably, the pageantry, colour and rousing good fellowship which
prevailed at our Elm Street address, December 27th, would have warmed the furlined cockles of the most savage Viking's heart,
Elsewhere in this Letter attention is devoted to the decorations, particularly the panel portraits, which adorned the walls of the Great Hall. Under
the able (and obviously inspired) direction of Walter Coucill, who had suggested
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the Viking motif for the dinner, his group of "willing workers" turned out masterpieces
of whimsy which were nothing short of astonishing. We were personally quite taken with
the cut-out seagulls which soared gracefully beneath the ceiling. So realistically
were these put together, we noticed several members peering rather suspiciously overhead
from time to time as if expecting at any moment to be the target of some "fowl" attack.
And the decorations certainly did not end with the rooms themselves. With the
aid of Earl Grey's skilful grease pencil and bits of assorted make-up hair (some of it
a bright orange) and Oz Stacey's well-organized costume cupboard, members of the Executive
and Boar's Head Processions looked for all the world as if they had just stepped out of
the aforementioned portraits.
In addition to the traditional tabards, all members donned Viking helmets complete
with horns, (We heard the observation that the head-gear, skilfully designed by Coucill
and produced by Jim Taylor and Harold Dyment, confirmed the fact that this indeed was a
true "stag" party.)
The ceremonial processions moved to the stage on schedule with perhaps less verbal
jousting from the floor than in previous years. No doubt the fact that all who were in
full costume wore tempered steel swords had something to do with this.
The pudding, to the supreme regret of all but Brendan Mulholland, made a safe, but
guarded, journey from kitchen to head table. This year a prudent House Committee had
provided a fully-equipped Viking fireman (Mickey Lester) who clopped along a pace or two
behind the Pudding Porter just in case.
President Home, who, looking over the company from his vantage point, must have
felt as though he were attending a family reunion, drew his audience's attention to the
warning which was burned "into the hide of some poor bull over the bar" "Any Cut, Thrust Or Open Wound Caused By Weapon, Ale
Tankard, Ladle, Meat Bone Or Clenched Fist Will Be
Reckoned As Plain Murder.
All Weapons Apart From
Eating Knives Must Be Left Outside."
He forthwith introduced our likeable landlord, Dick Meech, President of the St.
George's Society, who delivered a warm and delightfully humorous greeting from the
"Dragon Fighters". A tumultuous reception assured him that even the landlord was among
friends on this memorable night.
The Court Choir, under the direction of John Sidgwick, set the mood for the
entertainment which followed the customary after-dinner break. In resounding harmony
that veritably marched across the Great Hall, they gave voice to Grieg's immortal
"Landfall".
A tense but short drama by Byers followed. "Chaos in the Chianti" - (though
advertised as "A Storm in Port") - featured Viking Bill Milne, mediator Bill Shelden
and the belligerent Bob Allworth. It was a tankard-draining, sword-waving affair full
of sound and fury.
The Mighty Wizard (as indeed Sid Johnson is) completed the business on the stage and what a finale it was.' His dialogue was as crisp as his deft hands were quick . . .
completely in character and obviously at home.
Led by Sir Ernest MacMillan at the piano, the entire company joined in "The First
Noel" to bring the evening to a close. A much revered Club tradition, its enactment
this year seemed to many more inspiring than ever.
Those fortunate enough to have attended the Christmas Dinner came away joyously
aware that they had had a unique experience. For a few magic hours they had left the
20th century and its problems behind and had travelled, in good company, into the
romantic Past.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Honorable mention in the Club's annual "Christmas-Presents-We-Would-Like-To-Have-Given"
contest is awarded to Messrs. Abercrombie & Fitch, New York, for their offering of a
lawn cannon which poops off automatically and serves as an alarm-clock. Truly a lovely
gift for anyone.
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THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS - AN APPRECIATION
By Walter Moorhouse
Christmas has come and gone, but never before with such regret for the passing
of the decor - those ancient works of art from the Furovrstrand (or even furder )
The Hall was certainly an "eyefull", though not due to the natural function of
the flying gulls, which were quite innocuous.
We have sat for luncheon before the cryptic portrait of "Smorgas the Bored",
with his split personality. (Note: we must ask Dr. Jordan to name that atrophy of the
Then
face muscles which figures so largely in portraits of the contemporary school.)
there were "Stanisloos the Thirsty", reclining among clouds of bottles, each of which
must have contained for him a message from the sea, and "Helmit the Diet" gorging his
ample way towards a well-earned Valhalla.
We shall not soon forget "Uric the Acid" (a Norse of another colour) whose
countenance would cause disastrous effects in a "hangover", and "Valspar the Dauber"
mariner to box the compass.
(now varnished from the seas) who was the first
We could carry on indefinitely if brevity weren't the soul of a letter to the
Editor, but must not omit to mention Grunt Woodenspon's masterpiece forecasting the
landing of the Pilgrim Fathers (and incidentally giving a wonderful insight into the
Nothing could exceed the milk-curdling quality
"why" of modern American character).
of the maiden's features (bearing a strong resemblance to an old frequenter of the
"knockers'" table), nor the hog-tied expression on the countenance of her swain -with horns reversed.
Where else such imagination - where such fantasy?
I
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THOSE TO WHOM CREDIT IS DUE

It has already been noted that the Viking motif@
for the Christmas Dinner originated with Walter
Coucill, under whose leadership and supervision
the scheme of decoration was carried out so effec-

tively.
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The Viking long ship, with prow and stern rising
to either side of the stage, was an outstanding
To Master Shipwright Oxford McNeill and
feature.
his workmen belongs the credit for its construction.
The 12 Viking "characters", with their grotesque
names, painted on large panels and hung round the
members.
Hall, were the work of six artist
Ron Wilson painted "Eric of the Bloody Ax" and
Al Collier produced
"Stanisloos the Thirsty".
Fred Finley
"Grunt Woodenspon" and "East Wind".
"Smorgas the Bored" and "Sven the Saintly".
Mac Reynolds evolved "Horn of the Ruddy Cleever"
Mackay Houstoun was the
and "Yorki son of Will".
and "Ethelred the
Diet"
the
of
"Helmit
painter
Stan Cooper painted "Uric the Acid" and
In addition, new members Harley
"Gorm the Gory".
Parker and Eric Friefeld produced " Viking Collage".
The shields which hung on the side of the ship
and
g
here and there on the walls were made under the
guidance of Eric Heathcote, while Al Elliott, Al
·
and George Foord took care of the runic
lettering.
Jack French manufactured the seagulls.
Numerous other willing workers climbed ladders,
hung drapes, painted scenery and performed other
tasks.
During the performance on the stage, Gene
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Butt acted as Master of the Lights; Oxford McNeill was stage manager and Jack Bier was
in charge of sound effects.
The Club is greatly indebted to all these men for what they did to help make the
Christmas Dinner, 1956, such an outstanding success.

CLUB NOTES AND NOTICES
The Treasurer would like it to be known that the Staff Gratuity Fund is still
open and contributions from those who have so far overlooked sending in their donations
will be most acceptable.
The projector and screen, purchase of which was authorized at the last meeting
of the Executive Committee, have now been acquired. The selection of this much-needed
equipment was made on the advice of John Fleetwood-Morrow.
The following year-end message was received by the President from George Baker,
Hon. Secretary of the Savage Club, London - "Heartiest fraternal greetings to members
of the Arts and Letters Club from brother Savages. Serene and tranquil thoughts to you
all in 1957 and for all the years before us."
John Ellison, President of the Arts Club of Montreal, wired this message to the
Club - "The Council and members of the Arts Club of Montreal extend season's greetings
and best wishes for the coming year to all members of the Arts and Letters Club."
John Fleetwood-Morrow and Robert Hubbard have collaborated in making photographic
copies of the portraits of the past Presidents of the Club, These have been placed in
safekeeping as a precautionary measure in the event of any mishap befalling the originals.
Addresses wanted. Members who happen to know the whereabouts of any of the
following will confer a favor by communicating their present addresses to Jim Wardropper
at the Club - Milton Blackstone, lan Campbell, W. Knapp, L. G. Morris, Col. G. Nasmith,
W. E. Wheatley. Jim is striving valiantly against the flow of constantly changing
addresses to keep the Club's mailing list up to date.

ORIGINAL CHRISTMAS CARDS BY CLUB MEMBERS
Certain of our Club members gave evidence of considerable versatility in devising
original designs for their Christmas and New Year greetings to their friends. Here are
a few notes on some of the interesting productions of the 1956 season,
It is not claimed
that the list is complete but these are the cards that have come to the attention of the
Monthly Letter.
J. Edgar Middleton followed his customary practice of sending his Christmas
greetings in the form of an attractively printed folder containing a poem of his own
composition, entitled "On being young again". This opened with the lines Now comes the time for the young-in-heart
However many your years may be
To live once again the children's part
And gather about the Christmas tree.
Egbert Reed reproduced a charcoal study of one of the more than one hundred and
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fifty of these studies that he made of the patriarchs of Ontario, this being that of
a smiling old lady. The smile provided the text for a little poem of three verses
entitled "It's a smile".

B

By means of some trick photography, John Fleetwood-Morrow evolved a clever card,
which presented himself and wife, Iris, in what purported to be a sleigh drawn by small
daughter, Jane, against a wintry background of their house at 328 St. Germain.
Eugene Butt made use of a sketch by Bill Howard of his recently acquired property
down in Durham County, called Tanglewood Farm, an old log house dating back to 1827. A
reproduction of this made an interesting medium for conveying Christmas greetings to
their friends from Gene and his wife.
Nicholas Hornyansky's contribution to the pleasure of his friends was an acquatint of his own composition - Frozen Waterfall. This will certainly be treasured by
its fortunate recipients.
The Napier Moores combined photography with verse, their card presenting a
snapshot of Marjorie, Napier and "Henshaw" the hound, standing by their "strip of
velvet sand" at Cable Beach, Nassau, "Gazing o'er the ocean at innumerable friends",
together with three verses in characteristic Napieresque vein.
Harold James composed a delightful little essay on the observance of Christmas,
past and present, which was printed and signed by himself and Mrs. James in a folder
with a Merry Christmas design on the cover, - a pen drawing of a page, carrying a
boar's head on a platter.
The card of the Oswald Staceys rather beggars description as it is understood
to be one of a series issued at Christmas over the years. It carried on the outside
the picture, presumably of the family dog, got up to resemble a reindeer, with harness
and sleigh bells attached, and inside some seasonable doggerel.
Gerald Bern issued from his Art Studio a cut-out design, with a globe suspended
on a thread hanging in an open oval centre, the globe depicting the characteristic
figures of different regions of the earth. On the card itself Merry Christmas was
expressed in 12 different languages.
Arthur Beemer for his Christmas offering reproduced one of his original watercolours, depicting pine trees bordering a northern lake.
A unique idea featured the Alan Colliers' card, which was the work of Mrs Collier.
It was a scissors-cut-out, which on being opened out and set up became symbolic of the
three wise men.
Fred Haines' card was a linoleum cut of pine trees, rocks and lake, printed in
brown - a fine decorative piece of work in his best style of execution.
Early Christian symbolism was incorporated in the card designed by Sydney H.
Watson, there being in the design three galleys with sails raised bearing the letters
P A X. The cross, the sun, moon and stars were worked into the picture.
J. York Wilson used a pen drawing of a row of houses with television antennae
as the motif for an up-to-date Christmas card, executed in black and white.
A clever conception for conveying New Year greetings was devised by H. Det Voss.
It was an t-leaf affair, with 7 of the leaves cut down in such a way as to produce the
figures 1957. Imposed on these leaves successively were the words "Much Luck, Prosperity, Happiness, Health, Success, Contentment for You", while underneath appropriate
sayings or mottoes were recorded for each of these wishes.
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NOTES ABOUT ART AND ARTISTS
Franklin Arbuckle has moved his studio in Montreal from Bishop Street to
Ridgecrest Terrace, 3365 Ridgewood Avenue.
A. J. Casson attended the recent annual exhibition of the Royal Canadian
Academy in Montreal. The attendance, he reports, was large for Montreal, though not
as great as for a similar event in Toronto. Arthur Lismer, he says, looks well, as
does A. Y. Jackson, who appears quite as robust as ever. Perhaps they will tell the
Club some day how they do it.
A collection of landscapes in watercolour by Fred Brigden was held in the
dining hall of the Club in November and December. The showing was by no means representative of the late Mr. Brigden's best work so that one is inclined to question
the wisdom of putting on a sale in a Club where critical taste is exacting.
Op Tuesday, November 6, the Ontario Society of Artists held a Herbert S. Palmer
Evening when "in recognition of his splendid services to the Society" for 31 years,
Mr. Palmer was presented with a television set. H. S. expressed his appreciation of
the Society's gift and his pleasure at the large attendance. Members were present at
the meeting who appeared but seldom, testifying to the general esteem in which the
retiring Secretary is held. At the conclusion of his term in February Mr. Palmer
will for a time act as consultant to the incoming Secretary. His many years as Secretary of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts will be remembered at this time. His
fellow members of the Arts & Letters Club would wish to congratulate him on his
excellent record.

PERSONAL ITEMS OF CURRENT INTEREST
Paul A. Bridle of the Department of External Affairs, who served for a year as
the Canadian representative on the International Supervisory Commission for Laos,
returned to Ottawa in October. He has since been posted to the staff of the Canadian
delegation to the North Atlantic Council, Paris, under Dana Wilgress, the Permanent
Representative, and sailed for Europe at the first of the year. Paul, who is a son
of the late Augustus Bridle, founder of the Club, was able to attend the Christmas
dinner. On the eve of his departure for Paris, he dropped an appreciative note to the
President saying - "I enjoyed every minute of it immensely and I take with me a memory
of fellowship in life and in the arts which will be precious to me while I am away
from Canada."
Another of the Club's
who was appointed Ambassador
entered on his duties in Rio
Presidente Wilson. Arthur's
for the past three months he

*

diplomats has also just left for a new post. Arthur Irwin,
to Brazil last summer, effective January 1, 1957, has now
de Janeiro, where the Chancery is located on the Avenida
previous post was as High Commissioner in Australia and
has been on furlough.

Herbert Whittaker, dramatic editor of The Globe and Mail, has received a wellmerited honor in being invited to become a member of the American Council of Drama
Judges. Another feather in his cap has been the successful direction of Mary Jukes'
play, "Every Bed is Narrow", which made a hit at the Crest Theatre during its three
weeks run at the end of the year. Herbert is also reported to be directing two other
plays - the Victoria College Dramatic Club's presentation of Giraudoux' "Electra",
scheduled for January 16 at Hart House and the already successfully presented "To Ride
a Tiger" by Norman Williams, now being prepared for Drama Festival production.
Merrill Denison, non-resident member, who pays the Club an occasional visit,
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dropped in for luncheon shortly before Christmas. He reported that he intended to
*
spend Christmas in New York and while there to attend a meeting of the Historians'
W
Committee of the American Museum of Immigration. That, he explained, is the memorial to American immigrants - meaning all Americans - which is to be built at the
foot of the Statute of Liberty. He is rather proud of the fact that the idea was
his conception originally. His interest in the Historian's Committee, which includes
among its members Pitkin, Nevins, Comimager, Krout and others, is to see that Canada's
contribution to American culture is recognized. Merrill states that he is working at
present on histories of the Bank of Montreal and the Ontario Hydro Electric Power
Commission.

say
The
and
the

Two members of the Club figured in the New Year's Honors List - that is to
the list issued by the Attorney General of Ontario appointing Queen's Counsel.
fortunate two were I. B. Lucas, non-resident member living at Markdale, Ont.,
Harold S. Day, resident member, living at Lorne Park. The congratulations of
members of the Club are extended to the new Q.C. 's.

AMONG THE MUSICIANS
The past Christmas season certainly left no idle time for the musical members
of the Club to get into mischief. Most of the musicians were really very busy both
performing and working behind the scenes writing the material for others to perform.
breather after several thrilling engagements
John Hodgins is taking a little
with his two choirs. The Grace Church on the Hill Choir was interviewed by Joe
McCulley on CBC's Graphic and most successfully too. His Bishop Strachan School
Girls Choir, which toured England during the Coronation, gave a very enjoyable recital
at the Art Gallery on December 9. Miranda Davies, young daughter of Robertson Davies,
did the job of narration very beautifully. Already the Grace Church Choir is rehearsing a shortened form of Bach's St. Matthew Passion for performance on Palm Sunday.
This work was arranged by Fred Sylvester and this is the tenth year they will have
performed it.
Gordon Langlois has written a new suite for violin and piano. He calls it
"Four Musical Moments" and has scattered several very melodious themes throughout.
Recently played in recitals by Klemi Hambourg and Dr. S. L. Osborne, it was extremely well received.
The understatement of the year is that Dr. Leslie Bell was and will be very
busy. He has formed a new group of singers which he calls the Leslie Bell Choral.
They have already made their debut on the Toronto Symphony Christmas Box and a recent
Sunday Pop Concert. Their next appearance will be at the Concert for Hungarian Relief on January 23, at which several famous Hungarian artists will appear. Dr. Bell
has written a new choral work - "Gloria in Excelsis Deo" - which will be performed
for the first time at this concert. Another recent composition of his "Atlantic
Guardians" - is based on several of the many beautiful folk songs of Newfoundland.
One more adventure of his is Music Consultant for a new show on CBC called "Assignment".
Marcus Adeney, first and sole cellist of the Solway String Quartette, reports
rehearsal of two lovely quartettes by Schubert for Trans Canada Sunday Morning Chamber•
Music Series - Quartette in A minor and the rarely heard late Opus 125. During the
summer Marcus returned to an old love of his - reporting the music for the Stratford
Festival. His column appeared regularly in the Toronto Star. He also is the one who
prepares the enjoyable programme notes for the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Incidentally
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his son Christopher has just completed a mural which proudly covers the entire end
wall of Scarboro's new Council Chamber.
Harold Sumberg who appeared in the last issue of the Monthly Letter as an
ardent collector of antique pewter has now laid bare another accomplishment, quite
surprising for one who is so noted as a violinist and conductor. It appears that
for years Harold has been his own vintner and has been turning out batches (or what
do you call it?) of fine and elegant wines that compare, note for note, with any
others manufactured abroad or at home. Using grapes from California, Harold produces
a very fine brand. This is only one of his many hobbies but in case any Club members
are right now reaching for the telephone, stay your eager hands. Harold is not in
business, at least not in the wine business, and will only turn out about 16 gallons
at one time for his own amazement and the delight of his many friends.
David Ouchterlony was the genial M.C. of the Children's Show running during
the holiday season at the Avenue Theatre. Devised and produced by Mavor Moore, it
skipped deftly from episode to episode, crammed with fun and interest not only to the
kids but to their more sophisticated guardians. The latter probably attended out of
a sense of duty but they soon fell under David's "magic" spell and had an excellent
time. A lovable hodge-podge of music scales, games, audience participation, and
Rudolph the Red-Nosed you know what, with Mr. "0" as M.C. it was hilarious and will
certainly be talked about until it opens again next year, and that is a must.
*

Boris Roubakine tried a new experiment on January 8 when at Markham he gave a
"photo-recital". It combined music and landscape but far from the obvious way. Rather
the essence of the music was made to correspond with the essence of the landscape.
Member Roubakine reports that the past year has been a hectic one for him. He has
undergone two eye operations and is only now recovering from the second one. During
the year he engaged in several professional tours, east and west (recitals, adjudications, teachers' courses and examining); also played "papa" to a 14 -year old niece
from Switzerland, whom he took with him to Western Canada and California. He spent
two months in Switzerland where he busied himself mountaineering, photographing,
concertizing and giving a master class on Brahms. He also showed a series of colored
slides to various Swiss organizations and clubs. They never knew Canada was so
beautiful, he declares.

OPERA FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION
An interesting announcement was made at the first of the year respecting the
future of the Opera Festival Association of Toronto. A new and enlarged board of
directors drawn from prominent citizens active in civic and community affairs has been
formed and a full-time artistic director has been appointed.
Floyd S. Chalmers, President of the Maclean-Hunter Publishing Co. Ltd., has
accepted the important position of Chairman of the Association. Herman Geiger-Torel is
the new artistic director and Nicholas Goldschmidt remains as musical director. All
three are members of the Club. Dr. D. W. Pratt, another member, is on the board of
directors.
*The
Opera Festival this year will run for two weeks. It will open Feb. 25 with
Mozart's comic opera "The Abduction from the Seraglio" in English. The other two productions will be Puccini's "Tosca" sung in Italian and Humperdinck's "Hansel and Gretel"
in English.
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ITEMS ABOUT CLUB WRITERS
Anyone lucky enough to have received for Christmas a copy of member Jack
@
McLaren's "Let's All Hate Toronto" can skip this. For those who didn't, read
on. If
you have a gift certificate still unspent, you should invest $3.00 of it in
this witty
and attractive volume. The McLaren talents as an artist, caricaturist and
wit are well
blended as the author ridicules things about Toronto old and new - the Winter Fair,
City Hall, the subway, the Art Gallery, Governor Simcoe and William Lyon
Mackenzie.
Out-of-town members, particularly in Montreal and Hamilton, should be especially
interested.
Sir Howard recently contributed to The Globe and Mail's Saturday magazine
page
an intertaining and informative article in which he recalled the lives of three
artists Tom Greene, Arthur Goode and Archie Martin - known as the Three Guardsmen,
who originated the now famous Carlton Studio, Kingsway, London, England. The part
about Tom Greene,
who was a member of the Arts and Letters Club for several years before he went into
retirement near the village of Hawkestone, is of special interest and revives
the memory
of a very fine and likeable personality.
Lister Sinclair's play, "The Blood is Strong", described as a drama of early
Scottish settlement in Cape Breton, has been brought out in book form by the
Book Society
of Canada, Agincourt, Ont. The play was performed at the Jupiter Theatre
in Toronto some
time ago with success and it has since been presented in adaptations on radio
and television. The book is illustrated with photographs and a diagram for a stage setting.
Besides the general edition, there is a school edition containing notes and questions by
Emma Moffit, B.A.
An interesting bit of news about one of the Club's distinguished non-resident (
members appeared recently in the book page of The Globe and Mail and is repeated
here
for the benefit of those who may not have noticed it. It concerns Dr. Lionel
Stevenson.
Dr. Stevenson, who is a graduate of the University of British Columbia and among other
distinctions holds an M.A. degree from the University of Toronto, became a member of
the
Club in 1923. He has held important professorial posts successively in the University
of California, Arizona State College and the University of Southern California
and in
1955 became Professor of English at Duke University, North Carolina. To quote the Globe
and Mail - "Dr. Lionel Stevenson, now of Duke University, published a study
of Canadian
literature 30 years ago; but is better known for his biographies of English novelists
"Doctor Quicksilver" (Lever), "The Showman of Vanity Fair" (Thackeray), and "The
Ordeal
of George Meredith". He has now been asked by the Royal Society of Literature
to lecture
in London, June 20. He and his wife Lillian and daughter Marietta will spend
the summer
in the British Isles, going to Heidelberg, Germany, in August."

FIRST ERNEST DALE MEMORIAL LECTURE
An event which should attract a good attendance of members of the Club,
particularly those interested in the drama, is the first lecture of the Ernest
Dale
Memorial series in Hart House Theatre on January 29, at 5 p.m. As a tribute to the
memory of a once beloved member of the Club it should have an appeal to many. It also
possesses the added interest of being delivered by another notable member of the Club,
Robertson Davies, and then the subject itself has a fascination - "A Symposium on the
Theatre". Mr. Davies will introduce the subject and will deal with any problems or
suggestions that may be offered by members of the audience on any subject connected
with the theatre. It has the making of a lively entertainment.

*
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A TRIBUTE TO CANON WARD
The CBC, who broadcast the first of a series of six New Testament plays by Canon
J. E. Ward on Sunday, January 6, paid the following tribute to his long association with
religious broadcasting in the issue of the CBC Times for Jan, 6-12.
"Canon Ward has worked in radio almost since its inception in Canada and was largely
responsible for the organization of the religious broadcasting of the national system in
the early days. From organizational work he moved on to direction and for many years
kept a close hand on the interdenominational work of the Churches in the radio field.
He was responsible for the setting up of the Advisory Council's local church committees
and was chairman of the committee in Toronto until a few years ago. For some years he
prepared and presented the Mid-Week Meditations program of sacred music and verse with
a CBC choir. He was one of the first speakers in the Morning Devotions series and became
widely known as a radio preacher from the pulpit of his own church over a period of 29
years. Perhaps his strongest appeal to radio listeners has been through the many
religious plays he has written for the CBC. His scripts for The Way of the Spirit,
presented steadily for nearly ten years, opened up the field for such religious drama
in Canada and set a standard that claimed the highest award for such work in the United
States."

FINANCIAL EDITORS' MERRY GO ROUND

·

Pat Richards will again act as Moderator at the Financial Editors' Merry-go-Round,
which will be held under the auspices of the Canadian Credit Men's Trust Association
Ltd. on January 24 at the Royal York Hotel. While Finance may not technically qualify
as one of the Arts, it will doubtless get some artistic treatment from the nine goodlooking young editors who will be performing under Pat's baton on the 24th. Here's the
official announcement of what it's all about, "This is the annual affair when we get a group (ten, this year) of Canada's leading
financial editors in a round-table business discussion in which members of the audience
join. Anyone can ask for information, or contribute it. The atmosphere is completely
relaxed and everybody has a good time. It's rewarding too - numberless interesting bits
of information and new angles on situations come out at these meetings.
"The Financial Editors' Merry-Go-Round is different because no one's trying to sell
a particular point of view. It's worthwhile because these editors go behind the scenes
in many a big business development, and are trained to make objective appraisals. They
'sit in' on many important doings - governmental, business, scientific.
"It is expected that the audience (and participators) next January 24 will comprise
not only credit managers but many members of top management. Every credit man is asked
to bring one or more top executives along, from the Chairman of the Board and President
down. There will be comfortable accommodation for all."

THE MEMORIAL TO WENDELL LAWSON
On December 20 there was consecrated in St. John's Convent Chapel by the Rev.
Canon Charles F. Pashler a sanctuary lamp given "to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Arthur Wendell Phillips Lawson".
*

who at the time of his death was Associate Professor of Architecture
Wendell
at Ohio
State Lawson,
University,
Columbus, Ohio, was for years an outstanding figure among the
architect members of the Arts and Letters Club. He was a graduate in architecture of the
University of Toronto, holding the degree of M. Arch.
A member of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, he held during his lifetime several teaching posts in the
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United States. However, he returned at frequent intervals to Toronto and kept in close
touch with his friends in the arts in Canada. He took a special interest in etching an |
lithography and was for years President of the Canadian Society of Painter-Etchers.
W
Through Mrs. Lawson, an associate of the Sisters of St. John the Divine, he became
deeply interested in the work of the Sisters and when plans were laid for the erection
of the present St. John's Convalescent Hospital he was active in the steps taken to
secure suitable property and to see that the building of the hospital was competently
carried out. It was accordingly most appropriate that his memory should be preserved
in the Chapel of the Order. The sanctuary lamp has been described as one of the finest
pieces of liturgical metalwork executed to date in Canada, the artist being Harold
Stacey.

INTRODUCING TWO NEW MEMBERS
Thomas R. Lee, a recently elected member living in Baie d'Urfee, Quebec, paid his
initial visit to the Club on Friday, December 7, as the guest of his sponsor who introduced him to a number of the members whom he had not previously met. Mr. Lee is a
member of the Public Relations staff of the Canadian Bankers' Association, Montreal.
He was formerly a financial writer on the Toronto Daily Star, and later was for some
years publisher of The Ingersoll Tribune. In addition to his other interests, he owns
a farm near Goderich where he relaxes in the summer vacation. His private collection
of Canadian paintings, etchings, art books, art catalogues brochures is one of the
largest, if not indeed the largest in Canada. He is now engaged in cataloguing it. He
published the memoirs of Edmond Dyonnet, R.C.A. and is the author of monographs on
Albert Robinson, R.C.A. and Bertram Brooker, O.S.A. His war service with the RCAF gain*)
for him the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Eric McVeity, who joins the Club as a pro member, is at present attached to Public
Relations, Imperial Oil. Described as a restless sort of person, he was born at Ottawa
some 48 years ago and there he attended public and high school, taking numerous university
extension courses thereafter to make up for classroom inattention. He spent three years
with the R.C.M.P., with duty tours mainly in Western Canada and a tour with the finger
print section C.I.B. While a rider of the plains he became quite attached to horses and
stable equipment, especially under western winter conditions. He then took up free lance
writing until the prospect of assured eating habits led him to the Toronto Star and Globe
and Mail reportorial staffs where he handled general assignments and covered Toronto City
Hall and Queen's Park press galleries. During the war he served as RCAF Public Relations
officer, covering Prairie Provinces; No. 6 Bomber Group, England; South East Asia Command
and 426 Fighter Wing, Germany. Following the war he engaged in agency work and was
industrial editor for British American Oil before taking his present post. He is a
director of the Toronto Press Club. His hobbies are collecting B.N.A. and Canadian
stamps and gardening. He has two teen-age daughters and resides at 122 Norton Avenue,
Willowdale.

THE LIBRARY
Probably the most sumptuous of the current art periodicals is the distinguished
French review titled L'0eil. First published in Paris in January 1955, this magazine
has been highly praise..
for its taste and scholarship, as well as for the beautiful
printing job which is done in Switzerland. If it weren't for the fact that the text
is in French, L'Oeil would make a fine addition to the art periodicals being received
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by the Club. Fortunately, however, a selection of the most interesting articles from
the first nine issues has been published in book form - with English text - under the
title The Selective Eye. Currently on display among the New Additions, this book can
be safely recommended to anyone interested in the visual arts; the illustrations alone
are well worth cutting short time spent at the luncheon table.
Museum bulletins or catalogues of gallery shows are often well worth obtaining,
for they provide brief but informative data on artists and/or collections. Three such
publications have been recently obtained; they are: Chinese Frescoes From The Royal
Ontario Museum. This contains the Museum of Archaeology's Bulletins 12, 13 and 14,
which were first published in 1937, 1945, and 1946 respectively. East and West - which
is Bulletin 19 - catalogues a very interesting exhibition devoted to the artistic influence of the East on the West. A. Y. Jackson Paintings 1902-1953 is tht title of the
catalogue produced for the exhibition of Jackson's work which was on display at three
Canadian galleries between October 1953 and February 1954. Details of 85 paintings,
4 watercolours, and 36 sketches are given, and there is a five-page appreciation of
the artist and his work by Arthur Lismer.
This paragraph deals with an urgent request. For some time now back numbers of
Canadian Art have been sought in order that a complete file may be bound for our
library. All have now been obtained except Vol. 5 #2. If it is possible for the
reader to locate this number please do so. Don't say "Let George Do It", because he
already has done his share; there were two missing numbers that even the publisher
could not supply, and George (Foord, that is) has produced one of them. It would be
much appreciated if you would make this your first "do-it-yourself-do-it-now" project
of 1957.

Jack McLaren has donated to the library an autographed copy of his recently
published book with the uncompromising title of Let's All Hate Toronto. If you don't
hate Toronto, learn how by reading the amusing text, if you already hate Toronto, be
strengthened by a perusal of the humorous illustrations.
From the Ryerson Press has come a copy of The Ryerson Imprint. This 14 1-page
check list of books and pamphlets published by the House since its foundation in 1829
was compiled by W. Stewart Wallace, Librarian Emeritus of the U. of T.
The entries
are made alphabetically by year of publication. It is interesting to note the increased
scope of subject matter that followed Dr. Lorne Pierce's acceptance of the editor's
post in 1920.

*

The daily luncheon at the Club, with an average attendance of about forty, may
be said to form the nucleus round which the Club's activities revolve. Do away with
the luncheon feature and it is not improbable that the Club would fade out of existence.
Attendance at luncheon might well be larger and, while there are probably a considerable number of members whose location or work prevents them from coming, there are many
more who might with advantage to themselves and the Club turn up more frequently at
the lunch hour. So get the habit. Make it a point to lunch at your Club at least once
a week.

February,

1957

THE JANUARY DINNER
The shift from the customary Saturday to Wednesday for the January Monthly Dinner
on the 29th did not appear to have any adverse effect on the attendance, which measured
up well to the average. When asked by the chair to put up an argument for the change,
Fred Shaw, who seems to have been its instigator, was heard to mumble something about
having a wife, which would indicate that for some members Saturday night is Family Night,
not Club Night. Assuming it was a trial kite that was sent up, it came fluttering down
at the end of the evening when, on a show of hands, the traditionalists carried the night.
If there was a change of night, it was not noticeable in the pre-dinner activities,
which went on with the usual good fellowship in lounge and library. The convivial spirit
later spread to the dining hall, and judging by the hilarity which punctuated the evening's
program, it was well maintained throughout.
Departing from the custom of recognizing the presence of the old timers, President
*Horne
introduced instead new members, some of whom were attending their first Club
dinner - Kildare Dobbs, John Downton, A.J. Ensor, Eric Freifeld, Allan MacInnes and Eric
McVeity. Then, not to overlook the patriarchs present, he asked honorary life member
Charles Adamson to take a bow.
Information as to the whereabouts of certain wandering members requested in the
last Monthly Letter brought the following telegraphic reply, which was read to the
meeting by the President "Have traced Milton Blackstone to vicinity Salton Sea
in desert area of Imperial Valley, California. Semicolored person on beach turned out to be end of search.
Blackstone in dazed mood admitted to having gone native
in small Mexican border town called El Centro and has
hut at 480 Orange Ave°
Expects to return north with
birds in spring. Flutters wings in greeting to all
other birds in Arts and Letters Club.
"Sherlock M. Blackstone
"Private Investigator."
Introduction of the speaker of the evening, Kildare Dobbs, was entrusted to Robin
Strachan by Sid Johnson, program chairman, and this Robin proceeded to do amid a good
deal of wise-cracking from certain sections of the Hall. As the speaker's career is
covered elsewhere in this Letter, repetition is unnecessary here.
Kildare Dobbs delighted the crowd with his clever and racy spoofing of "certain
poets in the country, particularly in Montreal", which formed the theme of his talk. It
was all so bright and entertaining that at the end of the evening, President Horne declared that the Club may well congratulate itself on having acquired such a talented
new member. Here are a few sentences from the talk "I'm going to tell you how to make a name as a poet. First of all you have to love
poems. This rules you out at once if you are a real poet, because a real poet always hates
poems. He hates his own poems and he hates other people's poems ....
If, however, you
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are a phony poet, a bad poet, you just love poems. Writing them gives you no trouble at
all."
"The only difficulty the phony poet is likely to have is that of getting his work
published.
He surmounts this by having it printed at his own expense or by selling it
to newspaper editors who don't care what they print anyway."
"For your next step to fame you need help. So you scout around till you find another poet who will undertake to sing your praises if you will sing his. If no existing
publication will give you space for this purpose you put your girl friend or your wife
to work on the gestetner machine and run your own publication."
"As a precaution against adverse criticism, you let it be known that the intellectual
climate in Canada is very hostile to poetry. Therefore, the critic's business is not, as
in other countries, to praise what he thinks good and damn what he thinks bad. It is his
duty, the duty of every Canadian critic, to praise everything that is published in order
to strengthen and nurture the growth of the tender native culture."
"A tame professor comes in useful too. Fortunately for the phony poet there are
lots of tame professors..... They are men who have a secret longing - sometimes not so
secret - to discover some great and unknown talent; their specialty is seeing beautiful
swans in every ugly duckling who comes along.... We cannot greatly blame the tame professor for being taken in by phonies. For we are all to a greater or lesser degree accessible to frauds of this sort. It is one of the disadvantages of living in a civilization
in which there is more emphasis on advertising and the technique of selling, than there
is on the quality of the product."
Mr. Dobbs concluded his talk with a word about the product and how the phony poet
manufactures it. As an example he put together a little poem and remarked - "With very
little practice anyone can write poems of this sort. It is simply the application of
modern methods of production to the poetic process."
The evening's program was wound up with a screening of Christmas dinner scenes and
personalities taken in color photography by members Frank Carrington, Floyd Chalmers,
Philip Clark, Dr. Hassard, John Manning and Chuck Matthews. With Sid Johnson commenting
and Roly Pincoe operating the projector, memories of that notable event in Club history
were happily revived. While a high average of quality was maintained by the photographers, the consensus seemed to be that the portrait of Canon Ward by Chuck Matthews
took the prize as No. 1 exhibit, an excellent and life-like likeness of our revered padre.
Examples of Sid Johnson's quick-witted asides as the pictures came up -On Cleeve Horne - "That startled look on Cleeve's face; he has just spotted a member
coming to the dinner without a camera."
On Dunnington Grubb carrying the boar's head; "That's not Joint bringing in the grub.
It's Grubb bringing in the joint."
On Henry Nichols, the Club Steward - "That couldn't be a picture of Henry Eighth, but
it would be one-eighth of our Henry."
And that's the way an evening that was uniformly amusing from start to finish was
brought to a successful termination.

Note. In the absence of George McMurtrie, Irwin Forster put on an effective performance as understudy.

CLUB MISCELLANEA
Through a regrettable oversight, credit was not given in the January Letter to the
artist who contributed the Vikingesque drawings which enlivened the pages of that issue.
To R. York Wilson, our apologies and thanks.
T. A. Reed has been appointed by the Diocese of Toronto a member of the Archives
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Club 'Miscellanea cont'd
Committee of the Diocese, recently organized under the chairmanship of Dr. T.R. Millman.
Mr. Reed is particularly interested in gathering material bearing on the musical part of
church services in the early days.
Professor Eric Arthur has been appointed by the Toronto City Council, on the recommendation of the Ontario Association of Architects, professional advisor in connection
with the international competition for a design for a new City Hall. Conditions of the
competition have yet to be announced.
Nick Hornyansky asks us to express through this Letter the Hungarian Helicon's best
thanks for the generous support so many Club members extended to "Hungarian Night", held
recently at the Royal Ontario Museum. It was, he says, most comforting to have their
well-cut profiles giving "class" to the gathering. The ONE GRAND collected will provide
for a number of ex-freedom fighters next year at the University of Toronto. Nick's
gratitude is even going further; the Helicon is modelled after the Arts and Letters Club
and should be considered as one of the daughters of the Club or something of that sort.
A collection of Alan Collier's paintings, fruit of his last summer's tour by car
and trailer to the West Coast and back, now adorn the walls of the dining hall and are
drawing the interested attention of the members. We hope to devote more space to this
striking and attractive show in the next Monthly Letter.

*

Many Club members heard first-hand about the successful Round Table on Man and
Industry held in Toronto last October from the organization's leading organizer, Club
member Charles E. Hendry, Director of the School of Social Work, University of Toronto.
Many members also had the pleasure of meeting at lunch on several occasions, Sir Geoffrey
Vickers, V.C., the Conference guest speaker. A full report of the sessions -- their aims
and discussions -- now appears in the current University of Toronto Quarterly, with excellent articles by Charles ("An Adventure in Action Research"), Sir Geoffrey and
several others.
Elie Spivak, who has had a long spell of illness, which kept him away from the
Club, is, we are happy to say, around again and members were glad to have his company
at luncheon once more.

LADIES' DAY

i

A Ladies' Day was arranged for Saturday afternoon, January 19, to enable the
womenfolk to see the Christmas decorations and get some idea of the goings on at the
Christmas festivities through the medium of colored slides° What started out as a
rather stiff and formal gathering was turned into a free and easy affair through the
smooth persuasiveness of Cleeve Home, backed by the ever ready wit of the M.C., Sid
Johnson. About 60 ladies and their escorts circulated round the Hall before the screening of about 50 of the photographs taken by Frank Carrington, Floyd Chalmers, Philip
Clark and Chuck Matthews. The Club's new projector and screen, operated by Roly Pincoe,
came into use for the first time, and with the running comment of Sid Johnson as the
Viking heroes were flashed on the screen, provided amusing entertainment for half an
hour or so. Refreshments followed. A larger crowd might have been present had it not
been for slow delivery of the notices by the Post Office.

I
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FIRST ISSUE OF CANADIAN COMMENTATOR
The first issue of "Canadian Commentator" appeared on January 11 and copies were
@
received at the Club. Members are particularly interested in the venture (1) because
of the editorial roles played by fellow members Wilson Woodside, W. F. Lougheed and
Mavor Moore, and (2) because it seems to be a national journal of opinion on things
that touch us particularly.
Quotable quote from the first issue - Mavor Moore on "What will the Arts Council
Counsel?" --- "This is a country in a hurry. Its cultural pattern - when it holds
still long enough for one to catch a glimpse - is in a state of precipitation ... Now
the real danger is that the 'safe' way will be taken - that is, that grants will be
made only to elder and respectable institutions and individuals, many of whom - despite
valuable contributions in the past and now to general interests in the arts - are so
rigidly traditional that they repress the genuinely fresh impulses among us that will
eventually count. This danger will be multiplied a thousand-fold if - as is far from
improbable - the Canada Council itself is composed of sterling citizens as notable for
their thick-headedness about the creative process as for their hard-headedness in
politics and business."

DEATH OF A TALENTED ARTIST
It was our pleasure to publish in the January Letter the season's greetings sent
to the members of the Arts and Letters Club by John Ellison, President of the Montreal
Art Club. Since that message was sent, John Ellison has passed away. He died on
January 20, after a brief illness, aged 44. From the Montreal Gazette the following
tribute to him is taken.
"Mr. Ellison was regarded as perhaps the most outstanding marine artist in Canada.
His water color presentations of deep sea life off the coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland, where he usually spent his holidays, were marked by vigor of line and a magnificent mastery of color.
"His wide and exact knowledge of ships and his deep understanding of the moods of
the sea, qualities which were supplemented during his service with the Royal Canadian
Navy in the Second World War, gave his work a convincing authenticity.
"He painted on a large scale and for several years his pictures have taken important
places at Royal Canadian Academy and other exhibitions. One of his marine paintings was
voted the best water color of the year at the Montreal spring show of 1954."
In addition to being President of the Montreal Art Club, Mr. Ellison was President
of the Pen and Pencil Club and of the Association of Canadian Industrial Designers.

AMONG OUR MUSICIAN MEMBERS
From all reports the subzero temperatures of the past month have not frozen the
activities of Club musicians and the present season seems to find them busier than ever.
Sir Ernest and Lady MacMillan are not at home at time of writing. However, they have
left behind a very charming voice over the telephone and this charming voice belongs to
their secretary, who supplied the following interesting items. -- Immediately after conducting his brilliant performance of Handel's "Messiah" in Massey Hall, Sir Ernest and
Lady MacMillan set out by motor for Nova Scotia to enjoy what they hoped would be a com.W
plete rest. He stopped off in bMontreal on the way to give a lecture in the Museum on
"Musicians and Music Lovers". Another lecture at McGill University will follow on
April 2. The title of this one is "Musicians and Audiences", rather a hot topic these
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Among Our Musician Members - cont'd
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days of Elvis Presley. On April 17 Sir Ernest will conduct Bach's "St. Matthew Passion",
with the Mendelssohn Choir and Toronto Symphony Orchestra in Massey Hall. Lois Marshall
and a group of distinguished vocalists will appear as soloists. These performances have
come to be traditional over a period of 30 years and April 17 should be a thrilling
evening.
Gene Butt, whose long deft fingers are poked effectively and auspiciously into
quite a number of juicy pies these days, is the valued and enthusiastic Regional Secretary
for the Berlioz Society Inc. of the United States. As might be surmised this Society is
dedicated to the promotion and performance of the works of, guess who -- Hector Berlioz,
who only now is being accorded his rightful place among the great geniuses in the world
of music. Gene and his Society promoted so well that on February 6 there was presented
in Massey Hall a gala performance in Oratorio form of Berlioz's "Damnation of Faust".
The list of artists contained that busiest of sopranos, Lois Marshall, also Richard
Cassilly, James Milligan and Victor Beaver. The Mendelssohn Choir and Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, under the direction of Walter Susskind, completed the ensemble.
When audiences see and hear a great work being performed, a famous conductor leading
the performers in a mighty effort of perfection and marvellous sound, very few of them
realize the enormous amount of preparation and hours of patient musical "slugging" involved. For instance, the choral preparation for the "Damnation" required hours, days
and weeks of the most meticulous rehearsals, demanding the utmost intelligence and keen
musicianship. That work was accomplished by Club member Fred Sylvester and in admirable
fashion.

*

Quentin Maclean has just finished a concerto for violin and orchestra in D major.
In roccoco style and delightfully reminiscent of Rossini, its gay and tuneful melodies
should be a welcome relief to audiences who have been subjected for so long to the
aimless exercises in atonality hatched by some of our so-called "modern" composers. The
orchestration is rather odd, arranged without horns but should be very effective with
two trumpets, one bass trumpet and a very-little-heard-of alto flute. In three movements, with the usual finale in rondo form, it is about 20 minutes in length. It is
to be hoped that a first performance will very shortly be forthcoming.
Congratulations toBoydNeel on his series of Saturday afternoon operas last summer
on CBC. They were tremendously successful and would certainly be appreciated again
next summer if he can manage. As of now his Sunday night orchestral concerts in Hart
House have really "caught on", both with the students and outside supporters. As well
as standards they are introducing little known compositions which should be heard more
often. This month Percy Bowman plays a delightful Oboe Concerto by Cimarosa. Also
they are doing the "St. Paul Suite" by Gustav Holst. At 9 o'clock every Sunday night
these concerts are thrilling and any Sunday evening spent with Dr. Neel and the orchestra
will be amply rewarding. Dr. Neel has also been giving a series of musical lectures
throughout the province and during this year will widen both the scope and the field
to take in most of Canada. Very shortly he will receive the degree of Honorary Member
from the Academy of Music. This will take place at a banquet in the Royal York Hotel.
Again, congratulations, Boyd Neel.
This next paragraph is very surprising and is not for those who possess doubting
and sceptical minds. Nevertheless anyone reading and disbelieving same may apply to
the proper sources and swift verification will follow. Samuel Hersenhoren owns a
talking cat. This is no reflection on his charming wife, Jeanie. This is a cat cat.
Just to quote a few incidents in proof. When Samuel scolds this clever feline for
digging up the living room broadloom, the cat slyly pulls out the well known communist
organ stop and impudently accuses Samuel of aggression and Fascist colonialism. When
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his master orders him to come in at night and give up a heavy date up the alley, the
words he utters on the way into the house may be cat language but are definitely uncomplimentary and also unmistakeable in tone. This report may be verified by contacting.
Mr. Hersenhoren or the cat at his residence. If you should call by telephone and a cat
answer, don't hang up, he'll probably surprise you.

OF THINGS THEATRICAL
Three members of the Club are taking leading parts in this year's Opera Festival
of the Opera Festival Company of Toronto. Performances of "Abduction from the
Seraglio", "Tosca" and "Hansel and Gretel", open at the Royal Alexandra Theatre on
February 25 and continue through to March 9. Artistic director of this year's productions is Herman Geiger-Torel, whose fame seems to be climbing with each production.
Nicholas Goldschmidt will conduct "Abduction from the Seraglio" and also two of the
performances of "Hansel and Gretel". The other two will be conducted by Mario Bernardi.
Tommy Tweed, one of Canada's outstanding radio writers, -- members may recall his
fine adaptation for radio of the Glencannon stories -- had two of his productions on
CBC television recently. First was "Return to Kelowna" and the second, an amusing
romp called "Republic of Portage La Prairie". Incidentally, Tommy Tweed still lives
out at his farm near Orangeville, Ont.
In the recently concluded Central Ontario Drama Festival a number of members of
the Club made major contributions to its success and at the same time walked off with
a number of the awards. Perhaps the outstanding personality of the Festival as a whole

was Jim Dean, who produced "On Borrowed Time".

This play won the Calvert Award as the

best presentation. Although Mr. Dean generally directs, this year he was producer and
also designed the sets. In addition to the Calvert Award, the play received the Hugh
Eayrs Trophy for the best visual presentation. Rex Devlin was judged best male actor
and Blanche Hogg the best supporting actress. Quite a good score for one production.
The only Canadian play was "To Ride a Tiger", by young playwright Norman Williams.
This was produced by Herbert Whittaker. This was Mr. Williams' first full length
drama. It won the Lieutenant-Governor's Award, given for the best Canadian play. In
its cast was the best supporting actor
Bill Shelden, the A. & L's. busy stage committee worker, took part in Bill Milne's production of "The Tavern" as the sheriff and
received the commendation of the Adjudicator for his performance.

@

Another highlight of this year's season is Mavor Moore's production of "Turvey"
at the Avenue Theatre. After a three-week run it attracted the notice of several
producers in the United States, among them Rudy Vallee, for this year's summer season.

THE LIBRARY
The "Architecture" shelf will be greatly enriched by the addition of the latest
volume in the series known as the Pelican History Of Art. This book - the work of the
very able art-historian, Geoffery Webb - is entitled Architecture In Britain: The Middle
Ages. The 192 pages of half-tones begin with St. Peter on-the-Wall, Essex, c. 660, and
end with Forde Abbey, Dorset, 1528. A quotation from the book jacket will serve to indicate the scope of this definitive work: "The first appearance of monumental architec- W
ture in the great monasteries and cathedrals, ...
the great flowering in the twelfth
century, the astonishing precocity of the late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries,
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The Library cont'd

the monastic buildings and great houses are discussed vividly and in detail, and a
special chapter is devoted to the revolutionary change in the character of the parish
church in the thirteenth and later centuries".
Two further catalogues from exhibitions of the work of Canadian painters have been
obtained. The first is: Fifty Years Of Painting In Canada, the catalogue of an exhibition which ushered in the fiftieth year of activity of the Art Gallery of Toronto.
The show was divided roughly into five ten-year periods between 1900 and 1949, and an
example of the mature style of about 100 different painters was displayed to point up
the trends between these periods. The second catalogue is: Arthur Lismer Paintings
1913-49; this one was produced for an exhibition which was shown in Toronto and Ottawa
during the early months of 1950. The details of 50 paintings, 29 sketches, nine water
colours, and 14 drawings are given. The accompanying text is an appreciation of the
artist and his work by Lawren Harris.
Les Trevor has contributed, for the "Members" shelf, a booklet by Lawren Harris
titled A Disquisition On Abstract Painting. The donor is to be credited with the very
pleasing appearance of this booklet, for it was produced under his direction. The
text, which is a further development of an article printed in the Royal Architectural
Journal in 1949, may be said to be more readily apprehended than the illustrations.

*

Reg. Heal offered to the Club a series of bound volumes of Art & Decoration, the
notable French periodical that was published in the late 1890s. After some consideration it was decided not to accept these; this decision was influenced by the fact that
the publication has a French text, and by the decreasing amount of shelf space in our
library. It was further felt that these volumes should be located where they would be
of maximum value, and therefore it was suggested that they be offered to the library
of the Art Gallery. Reg. was content with this alternative, and the Gallery was
pleased to receive the books, so the arrangement was satisfactory to all concerned.
Bruce Matson has given a copy of the impressive catalogue which was produced for
the Paris Universal Exhibition of 1867. The book is filled with fine engravings illustrating a great variety of art forms, and is a record of the best work of many of
the leading craftsmen of Europe of almost 100 years ago. The most noteworthy thing
about the catalogue, however, is the indescribable ornateness of most of the objects
it illustrates.
Last month's urgent appeal for the missing copy of Canadian Art has had an
answer from an unexpected quarter; the librarian of the Art Gallery has sent to us
a duplicate copy of the number required. This kindness is very much appreciated,
for our file of back numbers has now been completed, and arrangements are being made
to have the set bound.

*

The twenty-odd copies of the new Canadian Commentator which were left on the
library table have all disappeared, and it is presumed that each has received detailed study. A subscription to this publication has been entered for the Clubo The
first number of The Tamarack Review and of The Canadian Music Journal have been on
the lounge table for the past two months, each marked "Trial Copy". As no comments,
adverse or otherwise, have been received since they appeared, a subscription to each
has also been entered for the current year.
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OUR MONTREAL AFFILIATE
How much do A. & L. Club members know about their down east affiliate, the
Montreal Art Club? According to honorary life and charter member, J. Harry Smith,
long a resident of Montreal and member of both Clubs, -- not very much. Feeling that
this lack of knowledge should be remedied, he contributes the following informative
article about the M.A.C., with a reminder that A. & L. Club members are entitled to
make use of its facilities when in Montreal and are heartily welcome to do so.

@'

"Somewhere about the days when the Arts and Letters Club was getting itself
settled into historic quarters on Court House Lane behind No. 1 Police Station, a
group of Montreal painters, sculptors, architects and musicians, with, perhaps, a
smattering of just plain intelligentia, but all more or less comrades in the Arts,
enjoying friendships and animosities that phrase implies, decided to form a club.
Its need had been established by meetings held every now and then in the studio of
Maurice Cullen, R.C.A., and original membership included most Montrealers then
actively engaged in the Arts. They set about organization in a businesslike way,
and having decided they must have a home of their own, bought an old house in the
heart of the town on Victoria Street north of St. Catherine and now immediately above
Eaton's store and parking lot. Some genius among them arranged financing and W. S.
Maxwell, architect-member, set to work to produce a place suited to the men who were
to frequent it and large enough to accommodate the limited membership proposed.
"The old house acquired a new front and a considerably extended front, and
through the ensuing years has served its purpose exceedingly well. Its entrance is
unassuming. The ground floor is a rented shop, and a narrow stairway leads to the
first floor. The main room is a hall of Tudor type comfortably accommodating the
happy gatherings occasionally held there. At the rear is a large mullioned window
of leaded glass and at the opposite end is a Tudor entrance with a decorated lunette
by Maurice Cullen, R.C.A. and a casement window of the same stone treatment under a
decoration by Clarence Gagnon, R.C.A. The main feature of the room is a large fireplace of Scotch brick with heavy carved oak beam mantel under a sloping hood bearing
a large painting by William Brymner, R.C.A. Ceiling beams were modelled by another
academician, George W. Hill, and wrought iron light reflectors of sixteenth century
pattern illuminate the walls for picture exhibitions.
"At the front of the house is a reception room or lounge in which hang pictures
by older members including Gagnon, A. Yo Jackson, Edmond Dyonnet and others. Originally this was a billiard room. But the game became less popular or pressure of modern
working and living too exacting, and of late years the fine old table was seldom employed so that, after many hot debates as to its future usefulness, it suddenly disappeared and soon was forgotten as also were several threats of resignation from
valiant old-timers who stood in the breach as long as one remained.
"An important spot in the Club is the tap-room, smallish but highly popular, and
here at lunch time and often in the evenings occur lively debates on art, politics,
club affairs or what you will. It holds one large round table to which all willing
and able to talk are welcome. The room is finished in Flemish oak framing small
paintings by members, most of whom now are shining lights in fragrant memories of
past days.
"The Club serves a luncheon daily, except on Sundays, and is open at night. A
life-class for amateur painter-members meets once a week and every Thursday night a
water-colour class gathers, both under direction of professional members. The walls
of the big room display one-man shows by members which are changed every two or three
weeks. A Christmas show and a summer show, held every autumn, are open to all members.
On the third floor of the building are the office of the secretary-manager, the
kitchen, staff conveniences, etc.
"The Club was granted a provincial charter in 1913 and has come to comfortable
prosperity through periods of varying fortune entirely by reason of the affection and
loyalty of its members past and present. For some years the property has been free of
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all debt. Membership totals about 150, for which accommodation is quite adequate,
with ample room for entertainment of visitors from affiliated Clubs, who always are
most heartily welcome within its walls. These Clubs are the Arts & Letters Club,
Toronto; Savage Club, London, and the Salmagundi, New York.

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS
Some very interesting personalities have recently entered the membership of the
Club and the Monthly Letter takes pleasure in presenting the following biographical
notes about them.
Walter Susskind, who last year succeeded Sir Ernest MacMillan as Conductor of
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, has been described as a wandering minstrel, since
he has pursued his musical career in various parts of the world. His birthplace was
Prague and his early attainments were as a pianist. He was on a solo piano tour of
Europe when war broke out. He then took up his residence in England, where in due
course he gained distinction as conductor of such notable organizations as the Royal
Carl Rosa Opera Company, the Sadlers Wells Opera Company, the Liverpool Philharmonic,
the London Symphony, the BBC, the City of Birmingham Orchestra and the Scottish
National Orchestra. He then went to Australia where he was conductor of the Victoria
Symphony Orchestra in Melbourne when invited to take his present post in Toronto. He
is a vigorous type, sturdily built, and loving all forms of entertainment - movies,
plays, books, ballet, water sports and skiing. He is 43 years of age and resides at
4 Fraserwood Avenue, Toronto 10.
Eric Freifeld has been since 1946 on the staff of the Ontario College of Art and
is currently Secretary of the Canadian Society of Graphic Art. Born in Russia in
1919, he came to Canada at an early age, receiving his education in Edmonton, Alta.,
where he was awarded the Carnegie Trust Fund Scholarship and Alberta Society of
Artists Award for study at the Banff School of Fine Arts. He later studied at St.
Martin's School of Art in London. While abroad he exhibited with the Royal Academy,
New English Art Club and other exhibiting groups and held a one man exhibition at
Brook St. Galleries. On returning to Canada he held one man shows in Edmonton and
Vancouver Art Galleries and in 1941 was named delegate from Edmonton to the Conference of Canadian Artists at Queen's University, receiving in this connection a
travelling fellowship. From 1942 to 1944 he served with the Canadian Army, much of
it as artist on the staff of the Canadian Camouflage School, Vancouver. Following
discharge, he used D.V.A. educational grant to study under Robert Beverly Hale at
the Art Students' League, New York. Address: 39 Pembroke St.
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Kenneth MacGillivray is Manager of the Public Relations Department of the
MacLaren Advertising Co. Limited, a position he has held since 1938. He was born in
the Presbyterian Manse, Chatham, Ont. on Nov. 12, 1907 and educated in the Public
Schools and Central Collegiate, Hamilton. His earlier years were spent on the press.
He joined the now defunct Hamilton Herald as a reporter in 1926, went to the Toronto
Globe in 1938, shifted to the Mail and Empire in 1930, returned to the Globe in 1934,
was appointed city editor in 1935 and retained that post through the merger which led
to the establishment of the Globe and Mail. From 1941 to 1945 he saw overseas service
with the RCAF and later the RAF as public relations officer in the United Kingdom,
Malta, Suez Area, Western Desert Libya, Tripolitania, Sicily and Italy. His score two enemy Remingtons destroyed, one damaged. As a free lance writer his work has
appeared in Maclean's, Saturday Night, Canadian Geographic, Magazine Digest and
U.S. Pulps. He is co-holder of the A. E. Ames Medal for driving the first automobile
ever to traverse Canada ocean-to-ocean without touching foreign soil. Purpose - to
establish feasibility of a Trans-Canada Highway. Driving time, 7 days. His address
is Birnhaven P.O., Ont.
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Kildare Dobbs, who has occupied the position of editor for the Macmillan Company
of Canada for the past 3 years, was born in 1923 at Meerut, India, the town where the
Indian Mutiny broke out one hundred years ago. He received his education at St.Columb@
College, Dublin, Ireland, and Jesus College, Cambridge, where he was an exhibitioner,
He later did postgraduate work at the University of London, England. He served for
four years as a naval commando and after the war went to Tanganyika, first in the
Colonial Education Service and then in the Administrative Service. Coming to Canada
he taught High School at Florence, Ont. (named after Florence Nightingale) before
taking his present post. --- While in Tanganyika he did some acting with the bMshe and
Arusha Dramatic Society but his greatest success has been in films. In a movie, based
on the hymn "Abide with Me", he played Sir Ernest Shackleton, the explorer, dying in
his tent at the South Pole, and later in the same film the part of a German officer who
marched Nurse Edith Cavell to her execution. He also played a soldier in a film of
"Hamlet" but this sequence was eventually cut. Then he spent a week in the Royal Enclosure at Ascot in a movie based on Edgar Wallace's thriller "The Calendar". In Canada
he has done considerable broadcasting and currently is disk jockey on that nostalgic
program, "Postmark U.K.". In television he confines himself to "Open House". He is a
writer of poems and prose and has also done scripts for CBC and book reviews.

SOME INTERESTING VIEWS ON EDUCATION
Dr. C. T. Bissell, President of Carleton College, Ottawa, and formerly VicePresident of the University of Toronto, now a non-resident member of the Club, had an
interesting summary of education in Canada over the past half-century in the company
magazine, "B-A Commentator", a publication of British American Oil, as one of the
@
special articles during the B-A Anniversary Year.
"The period from 1906 to 1956", says Dr. Bissell, "has been, first of all, the
period of the triumph of the secondary school. It has been calculated that between
1900 and 1930, in most of Canada, the increase in secondary school attendance was five
times as great as the increase in elementary school attendanceo
"The 50 years from 1906 to 1956 have also seen the completion of the main network
of Canadian universities. At the opening of this period no university existed west of
Winnipeg..... Despite the development of new universities and the growth in university
population, there was until very recently no substantial change in the pattern of
university attendance. In 1906, it is calculated that the proportion of those of
college age (e.g., from 18 to 21) in attendance at universities in Canada was between
2 and 3%. It is now a little over 7% and indications are that it will steadily move
upward. When this tendency is combined with the tremendous increase in the college
age population, the result will be in a few years time a sensational upsurge in
university attendance.
"The year 1956 may well mark the end of one university era - an era of careful
development and consolidation - and the beginning of another in which higher education,
in some form or another, occupies the same relative position in society that secondary
education did in the first quarter of the century," says Claude Bissell.

What is the dividing line between Resident and Non-Resident Members of the Arts
and Letters Club? The Constitution and By-laws of the Club define this as follows "Members who reside in the City of Toronto or within 35 miles of the Club premises or
maintain an office or place of business within 35 miles of the Club premises for not
less than three months in the year shall be Resident Members. All members not so
residing shall be Non-Resident Members."
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March, 1957.
THE FEBRUARY DINNER
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Shakespeare in musical interpretation and Shakespeare as staged in Trinity College quadrangle formed the Club's after dinner bill
of fare at the Monthly Dinner on
February 23. There were the usual segregated activities in Lounge and Library preliminary to the sounding of the gong.
In this connection it was interesting to hear
from the chair - amidst protests - that a democratic move was in the making to eliminate
the segregation.
The Club had the pleasure of welcoming to the dinner non-resident member Fred
Moore - more respectfully the Rev. F. J. Moore, D.D., of Cincinnati, Ohio - in Toronto
on one of his occasional visits. Seated at the head table, he was called upon, after
the crowd had flocked into the hall, to say grace and this he did in a flow of impressive Latin.
There was a rather curious maneouvre, after all were seated, when Messrs. Ian
Cameron, Colin Campbell and Irwin Forster entered the hall carrying a table for three
It was
and proceeded to place themselves exclusively and conspicuously around it.
learned from an authority on such matters that this was supposed to represent a belowthe-salt position for its occupants.
However, it was apparently a segment of the head
table that had got loose and the gap was eventually closed.
This time with a plentiful supply of cheese for the apple pie, a tidy meal was
comfortably stowed away.
President Home's first
duty, after dinner was over, was to refer to the recent
death of member Emmanuel Hahn.
"An old friend is absent to-night," he said, "and we miss him." This Club has a
good share of intellectuals and creative personalities but only a few have the distinotion of being termed a character.
Emmanuel Hahn was one.
His was a positive personality,
a strong dominant nature, supported by a jovial facetious spirit. His was the
kind of character that is found in pioneerse"
After briefly outlining Emmanuel Hahn's career, which is covered elsewhere in this
letter,
the President, in asking the members to stand for a moment as a mark of respect
to his memory, said - "Genltemen, we have lost a prominent Canadian sculptor, a charter
member and a vital character in the life
of this Clubo"
There followed the customary array of introductions by the chair. Three charter
members were called to their feet to receive the applause of the crowd. - Fred Challener,
Bob Defries and Ivor Lewis.
Honorary life
members were similarly honored in the persons
of Craick and.Haines.
In preparation for coming distinction, it was announced that Howard Grubb, Fred
Moore and Walter Moorhouse would this year qualify for honorary life
membership and all
three being present were loudly applauded on rising to acknowledge the announcement.
George Pepper, John Fleetwood-Morrow and Charles Ccomfort were invited by the chair
to show themselves, it being understood that there had been complaints of non-recognition of their presence.
Introduction of new members Mario Bernardi, John Ensor and Dr. Carl Williams followed and finally two guests of the evening were welcomed - Dro George Brough, accomanpanist for Ernesto Vinci, and Roman Totenberg, the noted violinist, who was present as
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the guest of Philip Clark. (Mr. Totenberg was in Toronto to play with the CBC Symphony
Orchestra Beethoven's Concerto in D and- while here to make a take with Mario Bernardi
for a broadcast of a violin concerto by Brahms.)
The Entertainment
As a prelude to the talk by Earle Grey on the Shakespeare Festival of Toronto,
AcErnesto Vinci delighted the audience with a short program of Shakespearian songs.
following
the
companied by Dr. George Brough, he sang
Two settings of "Blow, blow, thou winter wind," one by Quilter and the other by
Club member, Welford Russell.
"Take, oh take, those lips away" ,by Castelnuoro- Tedesco.
"0 Mistress Mine", by Korngold.
Two arias by Verdi - one, lago's "Credo" from "Othello"; the other "When I was a
page to the Duke of Norfolk." (Falstaff).

Earle Grey, having mounted to the stage, remarked that his contribution to the
However, he was no Lamb,
program had been announced as "Tales from Shakespeare."
proceeded to narrate the
then
He
though he might be a sheep led to the slaughter.
history of the Shakespeare Festival of Toronto, with emphasis on the part played by the
Arts and Letters Club and its members in the undertaking.
He reChance, said he, had been a factor in the establishment of the Festival.
wandered
had
wife
his
and
he
Toronto,
to
newcomer
a
called how, back in the year 1940,
one evening down Philosophers' Walk at the University and had suddenly came across a
It reminded them of one of the colleges of the
building which arrested their attention.
old land and, as they looked in on the quadrangle, he exclaimed - "What an ideal place
to put on Shakespeare!" At the time they did not know the identity of the building but
they were to learn that it was Trinity College. The memory of that chance glimpse remained o
Lunching at the Club one day, Earle Grey hapChance again intervened in 1946.
In the course of conversation, he mentioned
pened to chat with the late John Robbins.
his ambition to play Shakespeare in Toronto. Robbins became enthusiastic, urging him
Stimulated by that encouragement, Earle Grey approached
to go ahead with the project.
the Provost of Trinity for permission to make use of the well-remembered setting afforded
Thus was
It was readily granted and "Twelfth Night" was produced.
by the quadrangle.
performances, the Shakespeare
launched what became in 1949, after three years of initial
Festival of Toronto.
From the outset, Earle Grey had helpful assistance from members of the Arts and
Wentworth
Letters Club. George Patton and Fraser Macdonald were among the players.
valuable back
did
Howard
Bill
and
Walker and Randolph Macdonald helped with the lighting
stage work.
Gus Smith organized a small orchestra, consisting of himself, Ken Pratt, Van Snell
(members of the Club) and others. This orchestra appeared in Elizabethan costume during
It
the preliminary performances which led to the formation of the Festival Company.
also
Hatton
Geoffrey
plays.
performed music specially written by Godfrey Ridout for the
played and sang the part of "Feste" in "Twelfth Night".
Sunday concerts in connection with the Festival have been a feature and here again
members of the Club have assisted. Healey Wllan, Harvey Perrin and John Sidgwick have
conducted concerts.
Earle Grey's narration was greatly aided by the screening of a number of slides
which illustrated the evolution of the stage from its crude beginning to its present
The photographs, taken at various times by Eason
competent design and proportions.
Humphreys, John Fleetwood-Morrow and others, were most interesting and enabled the audience to get a much better idea of the problems encountered and overcome than would
otherwise have been the case.

*
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SPRING STAGE PRODUCTION
*

The 1957 production of the Club's stage group has been set for April 25, 26 and
27 and from all
indications it will be a worthy successor to last year's hilarious
"Tropicornila".
Sid Johnson will again chair the entertainment ccmmittee and generally act as producer of the epic.
No name has been chosen at this time of writing, but the style has
been decided on. The plans have been locked in a trust company's steel vault to guard
them from prying eyes but Sid did let it leak out that the theme will be the "Roaring
Twenties".
This should lend itself
to costumes for the members and provide unlimited
scope for the stage decor which will make the most of that phrenetic era of coonskin
coats, speakeasies (that's a tough word for a youngster to spell) and the flapper.
Working with Sid on the entertainment committee will be Reg Heal, Mickey Lester,
Horace Lapp and Bill Shelden.
Incidentally, we might mention that Bill Shelden along
with Gene Butt, chairman of the lights committee, has done a wonderful chore for the
Club with the lighting system. Both have worked hard and long to completely clean and
renovate the Club's stage lighting. And Gene Butt has, in addition, re-designed the
lighting's panel board. Both deserve a great deal of credit for their devoted service.
Also working on this year's "Roaring Twenties", as chairmen of committees are
Walter Coucill, decor; Os Stacey, costumes; and Don Sutherland, in charge of the tickets.
It might also be mentioned that Sid Johnson will welcome any skits, poems or ideas
from writers, musicians or actors if they care to take a hand in the production. However, we might add, that Sid has some first
hand recollections of that Golden Age and
authenticity will be a must.

ODDS AND ENDS OF STAGE MATTERS
As this report appears, Mavor Moore will be in full production of the annual
"Spring Thaw" after a long and successful run of "Turvey", the stage play mentioned in
the last News Letter.
The J. B.
Theatre had its
ported that it
tions are that

Priestley play written especially for the Davis Brothers and the Crest
world premiere on March 5.
Herbert Whittaker in the Globe and Mail rewill run for an extensive period, if it is successful and early indicait does have merit.

The plays to be produced by the Earle Grey Players during the 9th Shakespeare
Festival of Toronto have been announced.
They are "The Tempest", "The Taming of the
Shrew" and "Hamlet".
The Festival this year will run for four weeks, from June 24 tol
July 27 inclusive.
The first
concert in connection with the Festival will be conducted
by Leslie Bell and will consist of Elizabethan music.

NEWSY ITEMS ABOUT CLUB MEMBERS
Dr. A. H. Rolph left

by air on February 28 to spend the month of March in Barbados.

Gilbert Jackson addressed the Canadian Club of Toronto on March 4 on the subject of
"Tight Money".
p

nWilliam
Colgate has contributed an article on the Cartoon in Canada to the Encyclo-

pedia Canadiana.

Marsh Jeanneret, Director of the University of Toronto Press, has been elected
Vice-President of the Association of American University Presses.

I
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John Ensor, President of the Association of Canadian Industrial Designers, was one
of five judges who made the awards in this year's competition conducted by the National
Industrial Design Council.
600 consumer items were entered and 54 awards were made.
A
month-long exhibition of the design award winners opened at Ottawa on March 1 and will
be followed by shows in Toronto and other Canadian cities.
This is the sixth year design
awards have been made in an effort to promote better designs for consumer products and to
encourage manufacturers to use Canadian designs.
Ralph Allen, editor of Maclean's Magazine, is one of the five members of a board
of judges who will make the award in the recently announced Doubleday $10,000 Canada
prize novel contest.
Thomas B. Costain, a former member of the Club, is also on the
panel of judges. The object of the contest is stated to be to promote and stimulate interest both in Canadian authors and in Canada itself.
The novel may be by a Canadian or
by a non-Canadian on an essentially Canadian subject.
Closing date, April 1, 1958.
Bob Farquharson, up from Washington to address the Canadian Managing Editors Conference in Hamilton, dropped into the Club for lunch on February 8. Bob, who is now
press counsellor at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, told his former confreres of the
Press next day that news coverage of Canada in United States newspapers was disappointing.
There was an improvement in specialized fields such as financial because of increasing
interest among American business men in Canadian developments and every year more writers
were doing Canadian features and magazines were showing an increasing interest but little
attention was paid to general news.
Describing Washington as "the external capital it is
most necessary for Canadian editors to understand", he suggested that more Canadian
editors should visit it to improve Canadian reporting of the United States scene.

A BROADCAST TO BE NOTED

@

On Wednesday, March 27, at 10.30 p.m. veteran Club member, Dr. George H. Needler
is scheduled to give a radio broadcast on the Rebellion of 1885.
This is not going to
be a historian's account of a long-past event but the story of an eye witness of, and
participant in, that stirring campaign. Dr. Needler was a student at the University of
Toronto when the Rebellion broke out. He and other students volunteered in the Queen's
Own Rifles and formed Company No. 4, the University Company, in that famous Battalion.
He served through the campaign as a corporal.
He has already recorded the experience
vividly in a book of blank verse, 'The Battleford Column", published in 1947, but we are
sure his fellow members of the Club will be greatly interested to hear him on this subject on March 27.

A MEMORY OF ROBERT Jo FIAHERTY
The story which was published on February 15 in The Globe and Mail of the rediscovery of the Belcher Islands in Hudson Bay, by Robert J. Flaherty, after they had
been lost for 300 years, has a special interest because at the time he was a member of
the Arts and Letters Club. He had been elected to membership on Feb. 5, 1913, and shortly after showed pictures in the old Court House Club Room which he had taken in Ungava
and Northern Labrador, while engaged in prospecting as a geologist for Sir William
Mackenzie.
The following year, taking an Eskimo map at its face value, he reached and
charted the Belcher Islands and then in 1915 returned to the Islands and photographed
the natives in motion pictures.
This was the turning point in his career and, forsaking geology, he went in for the production of those documentary films which made his V
name internationally famous.
Though he did not retain his membership in the Club for
long, he was a guest on various occasions in later years. He died on July 23, 1951.

5.
CONCERNING ART AND ARTISTS
Club members who saw the recent exhibition of paintings by Alan Collier at the
Roberts Gallery were doubtless glad of an opportunity to renew acquaintance with them in
the tranquil atmosphere of the Club dining room where they were on view during the past
month.
In the group of twenty-five pictures of the Canadian West and the Rocky Mountains
there was conspicuous among the subjects diversity in similarity. These landscapes show
Nature as nature is without the dubious benefit of trick or superficial embellishment statements of things as they are, honest and untroubled.
The observer soon perceives
that the scenes, representative of the foothills and lowlands of Alberta, in which the
figures, buildings and land are adroitly summarized to form a simple, austere and organic
whole, are impressive in their quiet strength and rugged beauty. Views especially
memorable are Peace River at Fort St. John, B.C., Athabasca Glacier, Columbia Ice Field,
Alberta, and, for its reposeful, elegiac mood, Grave Figures, Kispiox, B.C. No 0 2.

*

The Alan Collier paintings in the dining hall were replaced at the end of February
by a showing of water colors by pro members of the Clubo This included the work of
Walter Coucill, John Ensor, Eric Freifeld, George Foord, Tom Hodgson, Do Mackay Houston,
Harley Parker, Gordon E. Payne, George Pepper and C W. Sherman.
A loan exhibition of the paintings and sketches of JoE.H. MacDonald was opened in
the Hamilton Art Gallery on Friday, March 8. An introduction to the catalogue of the
exhibition was written by his son Thoreau MacDonald.
The following private owners lent pictures - Do C. Barber, Roy G. Cole, To R.
MacDonald and J. A. McCuaig, Hamilton; Thoreau MacDonald, Thornhill, Ont.; T oE o. Nichols,
Dundas, Ont.; JoAo Wright, West Flamboro, Ont.; and Lorne Pierce, J. Jo Vaughan, N. D.
Young, Toronto. Altogether there are about seventy paintings and sketches on view. The
public galleries represented are the Art Gallery of Toronto, the National Gallery of
Canada, the Public Library and Art Museum of London, Ont.; Queen's University, Kingston,
Ont,, and the Vancouver Art Gallery.
Dealers represented are Laing of Toronto and the
Dominion of Montreal.

A REPORT FROM FLORIDA

*

James R. Tate and D. Io McLeod are relaxing during this balmy Toronto weather on
the blistering sands of St. Petersburg, Florida. Jim Tate, the maligner, writes:
"All is well with me here. The weather has been very kind".
(Here's the subtle
touch).
"It is so hard to believe that it is so cold back home, while here the flowers
blocm in gorgeous variety and the birds sing in a veritable ecstasy of bliss. Wonderful!"
(Florida Chamber of Commerce please note.)
"On Tuesday the 5th I gave a demonstration of marine painting at the local gallery.
For some reason (as if he didn't know) they had the largest crowd on record. So at a
dollar a head we did all right. To-day they asked me if I would donate the picture to
the Gallery. So there it is with a nice frame, size 16 x 20. Luck was with me as it
came out better than I expected.
A grand chap, he has the
"D. I. McLeod is now with me and we paint together.
studio next to mine, and he paints very well. He is cheerful company which all helps
to make my stay complete.
We get the Toronto news every a.m. at 9 by Dave Price and
find it hard to believe that it is so cold back home, if I may repeat it; for that is
the only thing that people down here seem to be interested in - How cold is it in
Toronto?"
Then, with a Wellerian touch, he concludes - "I manage to keep clear of the widows;
and am often amused to see some old codger with his arm around somebody's grandmother,
acting like Romeo and spreading the old oil. Feeling tops myself and hope that you and
all at the Club are." With admirable restraint he forbears to add - "Wish you wuz here."
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AMONG THE MUSICIANS
Musicians generally have been more than active during the month of February
and it
is indeed pleasant to report so many noteworthy events in which our own Club members
haveW
been engaged.
CBC Television, by way of the Concert Hour, presented a new one-act opera by
Raffelo de Bonfield - "Lord Byron's Love Letter".
It is a matter of pride to this Club
that Ettore Mazzoleni was chosen to conduct the first
performance.
It is also a matter
of pride, though no surprise, that Mazzoleni's direction was so beautifully effective
with both singers and orchestra.
On this viewing it would seem that nowhere could
Raffelo de Bonfield have been accorded a finer performance of his colorful work than
under the baton of Ettore Mazzoleni.
Frank lachford has been composing music for many years and finally artists
are
beginning to realize how charmingly and effectively his music can be used on many programs.
Excerpts from his Muskoka Suite for Orchestra are being played by Albert Pratz
and his orchestra on CBC's "Let's have Music".
Several junior violin pieces are heard
at the Kiwanis Music Festival. These are only a small part of his published forty-five
compositions which are rapidly becoming very busy.
Nicholas Goldschmidt conducted the opening Opera Festival performance of Mozart's
"Abduction from the Seraglio" and a more effective and charming reading of the score
just couldn't happen to any Opera Festival. The singers and orchestra were completely
tops and the whole opera was much fun in spite of the abominable stage lighting which
seems to be the sad fate of so many Mozart operas.
It would seem that the stage hands
simply threw on the amber borders at the beginning of each act and immediately started
their card game back stage, returning just in time to turn aon the house lights at the
end. Maybe this lighting is traditional, just as when half the orchestra walks off
the
stage before a Mozart symphony, but as Wolfgang would often say - "There should
be a
law."
Dr. Charles Peaker and Fred Silvester are currently running what might be termed
a season" of weekly organ recitals and nothing more enjoyable can be heard anywhere.
Their written schedule covers Feb. 23 to April 13 and they are on every Saturday at 4
o'clock in the afternoon.
Their recitals are very sensibly planned to appeal to both
musicians and "laymen" and as of now are working out very well indeed.
Of special interest are the concerts on March 16 and 23.
On March 16 at Bloor
Street United Church the artists
will be Fred and Ena Silvester in compositions for
organ and piano.
On March 23, Dr. Peaker and his daughter Marie will combine organ and
piano in several interesting works.
This concert will be at St. Paul's Anglican Church
using the new rebuilt organ, the sound of which is really impressive. These Saturday
afternoon concerts are beautiful sound and it is hoped that Club members will go and
enjoy a "show" that is actually and truly "different".
'Gene Butt, secretary of the Berlioz Society, must have been very happy after last
month's performance of Berlioz's "Damnation of Faust".
The bhoir, chorus-mastered by
Fred Silvester, was the ultimate in precision and beautiful tone. The orchestra
was a
joy and Lois Marshall, James Milligan and Victor Braun were in grand form.
Only a few minor dissensions were heard, among them the astounding fact that Faust
had been twice damned (a) for the betrayal of Marguerite and (b) for the betrayal
of
Hector Berlioz, inasmuch as he did not seem to have bothered to thoroughly learn
his
music.
There were several snide remarks to the effect that he had learned his part on
the train coming from New York to Toronto, followed by a few snidier ones that he had
learned it on the way back to New York.

U
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Several amusing comparisons were drawn between the score of Berlioz and Gounod.
Berlioz gave Marguerite two arias, a few recitatives and in ten minutes landed her in
the local bastille and not another Bel Canto does she utter before the end.
On the other
hand Gounod is much more generous with Marguerite's talents and she has a real musical
ball before her inevitable trip
to the cooler.
There she does some of her best work behind the bars before her final ascent to heaven on a flock of triplets from the brass.
Seriously and apart from this nonsense, the performance was magnificent especially
Walter Susskind, and much honor is due everyone concerned.

*

That scintillating and clever organ "Back and Front Ground" heared on CBC's Television program "How-de-doody" is played by Quentin MacLean.
Quentin sits at the organ,
improvising the whole score from beginning to end and it is delightful istening.
At a moment's notice Boyd Neel was drafted to conduct the Toronto Symphony Orchestra
concert on Tuesday night, February 26.
It sounded as if they had been rehearsing for
weeks, especially the Brahms' Double Concerto, a terrifying job for conductors under the
best of circumstances.
The orchestra played beautifully and a packed house showed their
appreciation in very certain terms.
One last word concerning Samuel Hersenhoren's cat.
He phoned to say that he had
left
the Hersenhoren house and alley and had accepted a position in public relations with
S.P.CoA. He stated he was sure his very life
was in danger as he had overheard Samuel
say to Jeanie that he was shortly going to need new catgut strings for his fiddle. That
night he quickly packed and fled the house because, as he said, he wasn't going to have
anybody play Gipsy Airs on his helpless and quivering stomach. Good luck, Nipper.

STHE

LIBRARY
In 1954 the Museum of Modern Art published a book which summarized the work of the
Museum on the occasion of its twenty-fifth anniversary.
Titled Masters Of Modern Art,
this 24 0-page book was produced in the Netherlands; it may be said that the book serves
as a fitting tribute to mark such an anniversary, for it is a fine example of modern book
production,
The scope of the contents is very broad, dealing with the many branches of
contemporary visual art produced in forty countries over the past 75 years.
All this material is divided between four main sections of thebook:
1) the Painting, Sculpture,
Drawing, and Print Collections, 22) the Photography Collection,
3) the Film Library,
4)
the Architecture and Design Collections.
The very informative text is supplemented by
hundreds of illustrations (many in colour), and by a bibliography and index of the artistso
In addition, all
pertinent data regarding the Museum - such as lists
of Trustees, Donors,
Committees, and Departments - have been included.
Canon Ward has given to the library - in memory of a close friend and former
member of this Club - a copy of the recently-published book titled
Leo Smith. This
biographical sketch by Pearl McCarthy is obviously a heart-felt tribute to the gentle
and well-loved musician who was connected with the Conservatory for more than forty
years, and a faculty member of the U. of T. for 23 years.
The appendix of the book contains a five-page list
of Leo Smith's numerous musical works, separated into eight categories.
Yvon Doucet presented for the "Architecture" shelf a booklet published by the
French government.
It is titled
Chateaux Of France and contains an English text, as well
as 48 photographs of some of the outstanding examples of French architecture up to the
time of the First Empire.

·

Walter Herbert, a non-resident member living in Ottawa, has sent two additions for
the "Canadiana" shelf. As Director of the Canada Foundation, he is naturally interested
in the dissemination of Canadian culture in the countries of the world, but we are pleased
that he did not overlook our own small local repository when dispensing cultural material.
One of the items sent was a copy of the first
reading of Bill 47 of the House of Ccmmons,
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sub-titled "An Act for the Establishment of a Canada Council for the Encouragement of
the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences."
The other item was a copy of a very interesting booklet titled
National Asset - Native Design.
This work was produced for the
Canadian Pulp & Paper Association in collaboration with Dr. Marius Barbeau, Arthur
Price, and the National Museum; the format was designed by A. J. Casson. The photographs, paintings, and drawings illustrate native folk designs by Indians and Eskimos
from the six great areas of native art in Canada.
Les Trevor has contributed a copy of The Griffon. The story concerns the known
facts relating to the building of the Griffon by La Salle at Niagara in 1679; this was
the first
ship to ever sail three of the Great Lakes, yet it was lost on Lake Huron
less than two months after it's
launching. The discovery of what appears to be the remains of this ship, off Tobermory, made headlines on August 16th 1955. With the publication of this attractive volume Rous & Mann Press hope to renew their tradition of
publishing special little
books of Canadiana.
The story of the Griffon was written for
them by C.H.J. Snider, and the illustrations are by R. W. Murphy.
INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS
Mario Bernardi has been for several years a staff member of the Royal Conservatory
Opera School.
He was born in Toronto 26 years ago but received his musical education
at the Conservatory of Music, Venice, Italy, where he studied the piano, organ and composition. He is noted as a pianist and is now well known all
over the country through
his many broadcasts.
He is developing as a conductor and this year conducted two of
the Opera Festival performances of "Hansel and Gretel." His engaging personality, keen
sense of humor and outstanding talent as a musician are an assurance that in him the
Club has gained a member who will be able to make a valuable contribution to its activities. He enters the Club, of course, as a pro member.
Address: 884 Bathurst Street.
D. Carl Williams is Professor of Psychology at the University of Toronto. He was
born in Winnipeg on July 7, 1912 and received his education there and at the University
of Manitoba.
Later he took post-graduate work at the University of Toronto, obtaining
the degrees of M.A. and Ph.D.
He was for some time head of the Department of Psychology
at the University of Manitoba. During World War II he saw active service as a Squadron
Leader in the RCAFo Professor Williams, as might be expected, has taken an active interest in associations connected with the activities of his special field. As a
member of the Canadian Psychological Association he served as Secretary-Treasurer from
1950 to 1952 and was President in 1953.
He is also a member of the Ontario Psychological
Association, the American Psychological Association and the Medico-Legal Society of
Toronto. He is perhaps best known through his writings which have been numerous both
for technical journals and magazines.
He was the author of such catchy subjects as
"Don't let the experts scare you" in Maclean's Magazine, and "Are you henpecked by your
home?" in Chatelaine.
He has written two reports for the Defence Research Board and
contributions on psychological subjects have also been made by him to the Canadian
Journal of Psychology the American Journal of Psychiatry and the British Journal of
Delinquency.
Professor Williams' extra-mural interests are numerous and varied. He
enjoys singing, theatricals, skits, music (records) and such summer recreations as sailing, canoeing, fishing, etc. Address: 56 Lascelles Blvd.
John Ensor, Who heads the Ensor Industrial Design Associates, has had a colorful
career.
He was born near Cardiff, Wales in 1905, but was brought up in Genoa, Italy,
being sent from there to boarding school in England in 1914. After leaving school he
studied painting in Italy and later at the Royal College of Art in London. The years
1930-31 saw him painting and photographing his way through Africa from Capetown to
Cairo and via Athens back to England.
He started out on a motor cycle but after a
crash and a broken leg, continued for the next 10,000 miles in an old Chev. car bought
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The following year he put on a one man show in London of his
at a farm sale for $63.
African studies. The next few years were spent in such work as painting posters for the
Empire Marketing Board and Imperial Airways, doing research designing for the Plastics
*
Division of Imperial Chemical Industries and working on industrial design projects in
Just before the war he roamed across the United States to British
Birmingham and London.
At that time he exhibited in
Columbia and Alberta, painting for an immigration scheme.
Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Banff and Toronto. During the war he was with the Army
Engineers in Britain, France, Belgium and Germany but managed to do some war record
In 1948 he married and brought his wife to
painting for the Ministry of Information.
Canada.
For the next six years he acted as chief designer for Design Craft Ltd., exhibition displays and then in 1955 opened his own office as an industrial design consultant°
Mr. Ensor is President of the Association of Canadian Industrial Designers;. a member of
the Society of Industrial Artists, London; and a member of the National Industrial Design
He represented Canada at the International Congress of Industrial DeCouncil, Ottawa.
sign in Paris.
Address: 21 Winchester Street.

WRITERS AND PUBLISBERS
Club member Lorne Pierce of Ryerson Press has edited a new volume of Marjorie
Pickthal's poems.
Club member Marsh Jeanneret, director of the University of Toronto Press, last month
presided at the official opening of Baldwin House, when that historic building was designated as the executive and editorial offices of the Uo of To Press.

*

Friends of the late Harold A. Innis will be interested in seeing the new collection
of his scholarly writing published this month by the University of Toronto, entitled
"Essays in Canadian Economic History." W. A. Deacon, in his Globe and Mail review, says:
"Innis, the Father of Canadian economic history, gave birth to more ideas than any ten of
his more academic colleagues."
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EMMANUEL OTTO HAHN
The death on February 14 of Emmanuel Otto Hahn removes from the member-ship of the
Arts and Letters Club a distinguished charter member.
In his lifetime of 76 years, he
achieved distinction as artist,
sculptor and designer of stamps, coins, medals and trophies that will assure him a lasting place in the record of Canadian art. He was an
assiduous worker and the list
of his productions is a long and imposing one.
EBmanuel Hahn was born in 1881 in Reutlingen, Wurtenberg, Germany, and as Cleeve
Home remarked in his tribute to him at the dinner on February 23, it was a year notable
in the history of art, particularly for Canada.
It was the birth year of Herbert Palmer,
Fred Varley, Charles Gagnon, George Braque and Picasso.
Manny Hahn, as he was known to his friends, came to Canada at an early age and received his art education at the Central Ontario School of Art and Design, now the Ontario
College of Art. As a young man he travelled in Europe, taking post-graduate work at
Stuttgart.
On his return he was appointed to the staff of the old Toronto Technical
School, later the Ontario College of Art, becoming in time head of the Department of
Sculpture.
In this capacity his influence on the students of sculpture became of importance. Before launching out independently as a sculptor, Manny Hahn acted for some
time as assistant to the late Walter Allward and this connection undoubtedly had its
bearing on his future work.
His best known work in Toronto is the statue of Sir Adam Beck on University Avenue.
He also created the Edward Hanlan memorial in Exhibition Park and at the time of his
death was working on the Robert H. Saunders Memorial, now in process of erection at
College and University Avenue.
Other noted works of his are the statue of Dr. Doughty
in front of the Archives Building in Ottawa and war memorials in St. Lambert, Que.,
Lindsay and Kingston, Ont.
His clever hand is also to be seen in sculpture in the
Canadian Bank of Commerce and Bank of Montreal Buildings in Toronto.
In the National
Gallery at Ottawa is a delicate model of his wife, the former Elizabeth Wyn Wood, whom
he married in 1926. Another noted production in the National Gallery is a rugged head
of Vilhjalmer Stefansson, the explorer.
He is also represented in the Art Gallery of
Toronto. The Canadian jubilee dollar of 1935 was his design, as also the Bluenose and
caribou head coins of 1937. A number of the nature series of postage stamps were produced from his designs.
He also created numerous medals and trophies.
In 1928 on the formation of the Sculpture Society of Canada, he became its first
President.
In 1927 he was elected a member of the Ontario Society of Artists and in 1930
became a member of the Royal Canadian Academy.
He was a member of a large family, all distinguished in artistic circles. His
brothers Gustav, head of the Department of Interior Design at the Ontario College of Art,
and Paul, a cellist, are members of the Club. Another brother, Walter, is a violinist.
There are four sisters. Besides hls wife, who, it has been announced, is going to complete the Saunders Memorial, he is survived by a talented daughter, Qa~refer Wood-Hahn.

I

April, 1957
MONTHLY DINNER
White it is probably too early to comment upon the mingling of the Library
and
Lounge groups, at the monthly dinner on Saturday, March 30, we did observe
one aspect of the "New Order" worthy of a word or two0 We're referring to the congestion

*

Solely for the purpose of accurately reporting the event,
we approached the
"well" from several angles, only to run into at least two dozen
fellow members whose
glass-emptying rate corresponded to our own.
(A feat well within reach, incidentally.) Pub-drinking experience in the crowded cities of wartime England proved to
be an asset as we weaved, cajoled and jollied our way
to the bar.
Once there, we
discovered that fewer return trips were necessary if you
ordered drinks from Stacey's
section.....he'll
never be employed professionally for this job!
The traditional gong summoned the company to the board, graced
for the occasion
by tall
bottles of Beaujolais Superieur,... .meant, no doubt, to add sparkle
to the
conversation for which this special evening had been set apart.
Even announcements
from the chair were kept to a minimum.
Highlight of the dinner, if not of the evening, was an exotic dessert concocted
by the Nichols, our amiable steward and his wife. Known as Cherries
Jenaux, this en
flammen (and very tasty) dessert featured ice cream topped by cherries
in flaming
Kirschwasser.
The glowing bowls were paraded into the darkened Great Hall with
much

ceremony)
present .) .. and daring.

(Mickey Lester, the Club's official fire-fighter, was not

For some obscure reason the houselights were again killed (stage jargon for
someone pulled the wrong switch").
The group was treated to the incongruity of a
Green-Home, as a colored spot illuminated an astounded, and
understandably confused
President. We learned after the meeting that Gene Butt was experimenting
with his
new lighting panel backstage.
Later, after order had been almost restored, smoke (a la "dry ice") was
seen to
billow out from beneath the curtains on stage. While the audience's
attention was
thus directed, Al Collier presented an impromptu solo act called
"The Dance of the
Battered Tray", from the well-known musicale, "Bedlam on Basin
Street".
This was
followed by a rendition of a scene from "Macbeth", with Earle Grey witching all well
over the bubbling cauldron.
Since the aforementioned portrayal was accomplished at the writer's table, our
observations for the next few minutes of the evening's activity are somewhat
foggy )
Somewhere off in the swirling mist we did, however, hear the voice of Phil
Clark as he introduced Horace Lapp.
Lapp entertained with the Nelson Fuge and gave
a short reading about the fine legal points encountered in
filing income tax.....or
something.
This was followed by a throaty sing-song which cleared the
air and the
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usual Kitchen Parade which cleared the tables.
Our job was to get the facts
Our notes from this point on are rather confusing.
Since some
ask questions.
to
order
in
which meant we had to butt into conversations
of these "study groups" were obviously involved in discussions of some weight, our
interruptions were sometimes unwelcome and resulting quotes unprintable.
Irwin Forster, however, was EVERREADY to throw light on any subject and, with
his assistance, we did overhear Fred Challener and Bill Shelden discussing how many
time that someone had
(Bill figured the first
times the house-lights had gone out.
put something into his Scotch).
Dick Hodgson, "Mayor of Oakville" observed that "o....the interesting aspect of a
dinner like this is that it enables members to stew in the juice of their own conversations."
John Renouf recommended wine at the tables at every monthly dinner.
Stan Cooper, whose Exit Light remonstrations had gone unheeded during dinner,
not seeing red on this subject when interviewed later on in the evening.
was still
And while on the subject of safety, here's an observation from Bob Hubbard "75% of the people are accidents, so drive carefully!" Robin Strachan, standing
near by, raised an eyebrow and retorted - "Rule Britannia and the Suez be damned."
To which Earle Grey added - "Hear, hear."
Dr. Snell remarked upon the quiet, restful atmosphere which prevailed and questioned Al Collier on the subject. This prompted the quote of the evening - "I'm
speechless," said Collier.
Our March meeting joins the endless throng of evenings to
That was about it.
remember, a part of the pattern of pleasure which so typifies the informality and
other groups in this busy, bustling and
kinship that sets the Club apart from all
sometimes brash country of Canada.o

NEWSY ITEMS ABOUT CLUB MEMBERS
J. A. M. Galilee has written the section on Advertising for the forthcoming
Encyclopedia Canadiana.
Dawson Kennedy, whose address is R.R. 1, Nashville, has resigned his membership
in the Club. Reason - the impossibility of coming to lunch and disinclination to
make the long trip to town for evening affairs.
W. L. Somerville, one of the Club's architect members, has just returned from a
four months tour of Asiatic countries, visiting Japan, China, Hong Kong, Indo-China,
He has taken hundreds of photographs as he went along and should be a
India, etc.
source of much interesting information.
Vincent Tovell, for the past three years the CBC's representative at the United
Nations and in New York, is returning to Toronto at the beginning of May, when he
Prior to going to New York he
will begin work as a television producer in the CBC
was an active member of the Club in the professional category and now intends to resume this association with his old friends.
J. Harry Smith, up from Montreal for one of his periodic visits, brought to the
Club for lunch on March 28, Henry Langston, architect of the new Lord Simcoe Hotel.
Harry, as a member of both the Arts and Letters Club and the Montreal Art Club, is
most anxious that there should be a greater use of the affiliated Clubs by members
visiting either city. In introducing Mr. Langston, who is a member of the Montreal,
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Newsy Items about Club Members cont'd
Art Club, Harry was promoting the idea in a practical way.
John Coulter sends word of change of address in case any of his old friends
would like to get in touch with him on their European jaunts.
He is now resident at
1 Rutland Court, 64 Upper Berkeley Street, London, W. 1. John announces a possibility that, with family, he will be in Canada for most of the coming summer. He has
reservations on the "Empress of Britain" for early June and plans to spend about half
the time in Muskoka and the rest mostly in Toronto.
It goes without saying that his
re-appearance at the Club will be warmly welcomed.
Paul Hahn, accompanied by Mrs. Hahn, is leaving by air on April 20 for Porto
Rico to attend the Casals Festival there. As a 'cellist himself, Mr. Hahn is keenly
interested in hearing the great 'cellist Casals.
From Porto Rico, the Hahns will go
to Jamaica for a few weeks and then return to New York.
Paul Hahn says he achieved
the dream of a lifetime last summer when, on one day at the big Mozart Festival at
Salzburg, he had the supreme pleasure of playing the 'cello in the morning at the
Festival, going up the Alps in the afternoon to see the Alpine flowers and in the
evening listening to the finest music.

REPORT ON THE INCAPACITATED
*Thomas
Tweed of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation who was seriously injured
when his car struck the abutment of a bridge north of Bolt on on the night of March
19, is reported at time of writing to be coming along very nicely. At the time of
the accident he was taken to the Orangeville Hospital but was moved to the Toronto
General Hospital on the 22ndo
Members will also be pleased to know that Dr. Ruggles George, who has been on
the sick list
for some time, is very much better and can now get up and down stairs.
The report on Healey Willan, whose recent heart attack caused the members much
concern, is that he is now all right again but is taking things easy, continuing with
some work at home and also his church work.
Geza de Kresz is reported to be making slow recovery from his heart attack. Unfortunately his wife has had a stroke and is now in hospital while his daughter has
had to give up her job in order to look after the house.
Elie Spivak is so much better that he has been able to get down to the Club for
lunch.
Bryant Fryer has recovered from the heart attack which he suffered some little
time ago but has to take it easy.
Members will regret to hear that Col. Go G. Nasmith has been in hospital for the
last year and a half. He is very ill and shows little
or no improvement.

THE CLUB'S SPRING REVUES RECALLED
Members who look back to the Club's series of Spring Revues as inimitable and
delightful productions will appreciate the following reference to them. The quote is
from Herbert Whittaker's "Showbusiness" in The Globe and Mail of March 27.
"Tribute to the famous Arts and Letters Club Revues and to Jane Mallett's Town
Tonics as the forerunners of the successful Spring Thaw Revues was paid by Mavor Moore
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The Club's Spring Revues Recalled cont'd
in the third of the Canadian Plays and Playwrights Series being held Mondays at the
Avenue Theatre.
'Spring Thaw can never hope to achieve what the Arts and Letters
shows did in the matter of dry satire,' admitted Mro Moore, 'because Spring Thaw is
now reaching a wider audience, cannot be as personal.'
The reference to Spring Thaw
came at the end of a survey of Canadian musical comedies and revues."

SCOTT CARTER DESIGNS NEW BANK SEAL
The merger of the Bank of Toronto with the Dominion Bank has had one interesting
result.
It has afforded Scott Carter an opportunity to put his deft hand to work to
design a seal for the amalgamated institution. With the skill
of long experience and
expert knowledge of the field of heraldry, he has produced a most competent piece of
work.
The white rose of York (early name for Toronto) forms the centre. Standing
on guard above is a heraldric lion. Below is a ship denoting commerce and trade and
then the three maple leaves of Canada.
The Bank's motto, "Industry, Intelligence and
Integrity", occupies a scroll below the shield. At the bottom are the three "bezants"
that originated with the 15th century Italian Bank of Medici.
In illustrating and
describing the new seal, the Bank pays this tribute to the artist
- "A. Scott Carter
is known throughout Canada, England and the United States for his work. Much of it
can be seen in universities, churches and banks.
He has also had the honour of doing
illumination work for the British Royal Family - King George V, King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth."

MEMORIAL TO THE LATE A. T. WIIGRESS
The many friends of the late Arthur Wilgress will be interested to learn that at
the instance of his daughter, Norah Toogood of Didbrook, England, a stained glass
window memorial is to be installed in the chapel of St. Peter's Church, Cobourg, Ont.
The chapel contains three groups of 3-light windows, making nine lights in all,
each measuring 44 inches high and 16 inches wide.
Since the late Mr. Wilgress was
renowned as a writer,
the
subject matter for these windows is based upon the life
of St. Paul; the centre light showing him as a scribe and the surroudning eight
lights depicting incidents in his life.
The windows are being designed by Hubert Thomas, Fellow of the British Society
of Master Glass Painters.
They will be produced with English hand-made, pot-metal
glass and will contain colours difficult to obtain outside the United Kingdom,
oi.e.
Canterbury Blues and Selenium Reds.
It is proposed to install the windows during the early Fall of 1957 when Mrs0
Toogood hopes to be in Canada for the dedication0
If any of Arthur's friends should wish to have a part in the Memorial, contributions may be sent to Mrs. H. E. Saunders, 38 Alexandra Wood, Toronto 12, and any
cheques made out to Eason Humphreys, Celtic Studios, in Trust 0

AN IRISH CELEBRATION
Appearance of a candle-lit, daffodil-bedecked table, set with shamrock-ornament.
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An Irish Celebration cont d
ed place mats and other appropriate decorations, offered a striking contrast to the
monastic austerity of the other tables in the Club's refectory on Monday March 18.
Incoming lunchers gazed with curiosity, not unmixed with amusement, at this unexpected phenomenon, and then realized it was the Irish at it again, doing honor to
their patron saint. That ebullient Irishman, William O'Colgate, devised the setting
for the entertainment of two distinguished guests of the genuine breed, whom he had
invited to have lunch with him, the Rev. Dr. F. H. Cosgrove, former Provost of
Trinity University, Dublin-born, and J. V. McAree, veteran columnist of The Globe
and Mail, of North of Ireland ancestry.
To assist in the celebration he called in a
number of fellow Club members, most of whom masqueraded as Irishmen for the occasion
- Fred 0 'Challener, Tom McReed, Sean O'Moorhouse, William McCraick, Robin O'Strachan,
Don 0 'Sutherland and Kildare Dobbs.

AMONG THE MUSICIAN MEMBERS
Tops in music this month are still
the Saturday afternoon organ recitals by
Fred Silvester and Charles Peaker.
Everyone who has attended these recitals has had
nothing but the most fervent praise, not only for the organ solos but the unique
piano and organ combinations which have been specially enjoyed.
The final concert
is on Saturday, April 21.
Four o'clock is the hour and it should not be missed.
*

In these rather hectic days radio entertainment seems to be in the hands of
more or less mediocre disc jockeys.
Their exalted idea of a show seems to be a
handful of hastily gathered, ill-assorted records, plus a cheap mumbo-jumbo of trashy
balderdash, signifying nothing or less than nothing. However, among the few exceptions to the aforesaid gentlemen is one who is really a standout among many.
Mickey
Lester appears on CKEY Monday to Friday inclusive, from 8.05 to 9 p.m. and a more
pleasant hour with a one-man show just doesn't exist. His combination of chatter,
banter, a little
irony and some drama, plus always listenable music, is not heard
anywhere else. The reason for this is, of course, that there is only one Mickey
Lester.
The Washington (DoC.) Star reports a performance of "Hymn of Praise" by "Flexi"
Mendelssohn.
Suggests such probable soloists as "Moxi" Heal and "Lefty" Lambert,
with conductor "Maxi" MacMillan.
Happily this report comes from the very healthy-looking patient himself and
concerns the heart attack suffered by our own beloved Dr. Healey Willan several weeks
ago. He was treated at Oakville Hospital and is now back in Toronto.
Everyone was
deeply shocked when they heard of his illness and it was a great relief to hear from
Healey himself that he is feeling well and fit
again. He has also sprouted several
new limericks which doubly assures us that all
is well once more.
On April 17, the number one hit of the everlasting hit parade, the St. Matthew
Passion according to J. S. Bach, will be performed in Massey Hall under the baton of
Sir Ernest MacMillan.
It is not the purpose of this department to extol the selfevident virtues of this work of the self-evident musicianship of Sir Ernest.
Rather
at this time the long overdue spotlight is on one of our Club members without whom
it is certain the performance could not go on. You will see him on the south-west
corner of the bass section, just in line with the classic profiles of all the best
sopranos, of which he commands an excellent view. You may notice lan Cameron glanc-
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Among the Musician Members cont'd
ing in their direction from his score which he knows by heart. And he should for he
has probably sung more works under more conductors than any one in Canada.
When
the Mendelssohn Choir first
sang "The Children's Crusade", lan was there waving them
on to Jerusalem. When in Handel's "Messiah", all the old maids joyfully sing - "For
unto us a Son is born", Tan is always on hand to lead the basses in the answering
cry - "Wonderful! Marvellous!"
David Ouchterlony has just realized a life
long dream in the first
issue of the
Sunday Telegram.
He has always felt
that a "preview" of a performance is much more
valuable than a "review", as it induces people to attend a concert and hear for
themselves instead of reading the mud slinging of critics afterwards.
Having ascertained the works to be performed David very simply warns you what to listen for in a
short synopsis of the different numbers.
In vocal music he gives an easily assimilated translation and in instrumental works he has worked out details which should
be studied from his column to be appreciated.
This should be of much value to concertgoers and, even if you can't go, the reading is excellent.
John Adaskin's radio show "Opportunity Knocks" closes for the season with the
last show on Sunday, April 21. One notices quite a difference between his opening
show six years ago with an instrumental trio and his present show with an orchestra
of symphonic proportions and high calibre artists.
This is a tribute to John who
has worked and planned unceasingly to bring the programme to its present high excellence and a place among the best on radio to-day.
Here is a rather amusing bit from an ill-tempered and crabby dameo Returning
from church she complained that the minister had no intellect and no inspiration.
Then she attacked the organist.
To quote here verbatim - "He was so incompetent that
he couldn't even play one of Handel's Largos."
On Good Friday evening David Ouchterlony and his choir, with the regular soloists are giving one performance of the Manzoni Requiem by Verdi. Reg Heal will sing
the tenor solos. David will conduct and Fred Silvester (how that man gets around)
will play the terrific organ accompaniment.
This, probably Verdi's greatest work,
is very rarely performed and the church should be filled to capacity.

THE LIBRARY
Once again we are indebted to the Librarian of the Art Gallery, this time for
assistance in our purchase of two long-out-of-print books by Club Members.
The
first
of these is Painting And Sculpture In Canada, by M. 0. Hammond. Printed in
1930, this work summarized about 100 years of the art fields designated by the title
into a booklet of 74 pages.
The history of art associations and movements, as well
as biographical data, are interspersed with 38 photographic portraits of Canadian
artists. The second acquisition is Small Houses Of The Late 18th & Early 19th
Centuries In Ontario, by Eric Arthur.
This work, published by the Department of
Architecture of the University of Toronto, contains four pages of text followed by
twenty plates showing reproductions of scale drawings made from measurements taken
from various buildings in southern Ontario.
The Annual Report of the National Gallery of Canada for the fiscal year 1955/
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56 is currently to be found on the "New Additions" shelf. This year the
Report presents a "New Look", but it is difficult to know who should be credited with
its pleasing appearance, for there have been a number of recent administrative changes
at the
Gallery, from the director on down. The details regarding exhibitions, loans,
and
accessions have been supplemented by 34 plates.
The attention of all
persons interested in opera may be directed with confidence to Opera Annual, the third of a series of annuals edited by Harold
Rosenthal,
This fully illustrated book contains a wealth of information on all phases of
operatic productions.
Fifteen well-qualified writers have contributed sections to this
book; among these are three producers who have written on the problems
confronting
the operatic producer of to-day.
The appendices are exhaustive, and include a listing
of the 1955-56 repertory and artists
in more than 100 of the world's leading opera
houses, as well as the premieres of the year, and an operatic obituary.

*

Marsh Jeanneret has given to the library two books; these are University
College - A Portrait 1853-1953, and Mediaeval Drama In Chester. The
first
of these
was edited by Claude Bissell, and the main body of the text was
divided among eight
contributors.
The planning and supervision of the book was the responsibility of
an
Editorial Board appointed by the University College Centennial Committee.
Rather
than produce a straight historical record, the authors have attempted
to reveal the
essential characteristics of the college, and to indicate its influence
on the cultural development of the country. The second volume contains the Alexander
that were delivered in 1954 by Professor F. M. Salter. Here is to be found Lectures
all the
background material that would be necessary for a thorough understanding of the
Chester mysteries.
This outline of the streams that fed the great river of Elizabethan drama explains how twenty-six plays were produced within the
year 1540 alone,
although at that time Chester was a city of' only 410 householders

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS

*

Roy Austin,
who has recently succeeded Herbert Palmer
of the
Ontario Society of Artists, is a new pro member of the Club. asHeSecretary
was born at Faversham, England, in January, 1910, but came to Canada at an early
age.
He lived in
Toronto for a few years and from 1919 to 1935 in Orangeville. Always interested
in
art since his public school days, he attended the Ontario College of Art, graduating
with honors in 1934.
After working for three years at commercial art, he gave up
city life
and spent a year in the French and Pickerel River area, painting and guiding. Returning to Toronto, he joined the design staff of Vincent
De Vita Studios.
During the early years of the war he was employed by the John Inglls Company
in the
cutting tool supervision department, leaving in 1943 to join the
RCAF.
He was
trained as a radio technician and was stationed on the West Coast
as a member of an
air-sea rescue group.
On demobilization in 1946, he re-joined the Vincent De Vita
Studios and in October, 1949, left
to form his own display business, Austin Displays
Limited, which engages in the business of designing and producing point-of-sale,
merchandizing, convention and exhibition displays. Mr. Austin is a member
of the
Toronto Board of Trade, the Canadian Display Designers and Builders Association
and
the Rotary Club of Scarborough.
He reports as his favorite recreations, skiing,
fishing and sketching.
Address:
3017 Queen Street East.
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Arthur W. House, who joins as a pro member, is the editor of "Industrial
Canada", the official publication of the Canadian Manufacturers Association, and
@
brings to the Club talent both as writer of light verse and as an amateur actor. He
was born on April 26, 1918, at Sydney, Nova Scotia, and spent his earlier years there.
When ten years of age the family moved to New York where he completed his education,
finishing off with a course at New York University School of Journalism. Coming to
Toronto he secured employment with the Consolidated Press, working as assistant
editor on "The Canadian Baker" and "Food in Canada."
During the war he enlisted
with the RCAF and saw service as a radar operator in England and India. After the
war he returned to Consolidated Press and was appointed editor of "Food in Canadao"
Six years ago he joined the staff of "Industrial Canada"as assistant editor, becoming the editor last year.
Mr. House has done considerable acting during his life
in Toronto and has taken parts at various times with the Earle Grey players, the
University of Toronto Alumnae Dramatic Society, the Playcraftsmen, the Toronto
Children's Players and Canon Ward's productions at St. Stephen's Churcho Residence:
64 St. Clair Ave., West, Apt. 509.
Paul Arthur, new non-resident member, is a typographic designer in Ottawa,
working mainly with the National Gallery of Canada.
By the term "typographic designer" is meant a person engaged in giving form to the type elements which constitute the printed page.
He was born in Liverpool in 1924, the son of Professor
Eric Arthur.
He was educated at Upper Canada College where he edited "The College
Times."
From.Upper Canada he entered University College, Toronto, where he studied
English Language and literature. At the end of his first
year he entered the RCNTR
where he remained for three years.
On his discharge he re-entered the University
and became in his penultimate year the editor and art director of "The Undergrad".
In his final year he helped found "Here and Now", of which he was managing editor.
At the same time he had his own small hand press and designed a number of volumes
for Toronto book publishers (including the Indian File series.) After obtaining
his degree he went to England for further practical study and in 1952 was appointed
assistant editor of "Graphis," the Swiss international journal of the graphic arts
in Zurich, remaining for five years.
In October, 1956, he returned to Canada to advise the National Gallery on its publications.
He is art director of the quarterly
magazine, "Canadian Art", which it is hoped will soon be considerably enlarged in
scope and format, and design consultant to Carlton College with respect to its publications.
In addition he is retained by various departments now engaged in the
production of important publications.
Mr. Arthur is a keen photographer and book
collector, with a good library. He shares his father's passion for Pte.-au-Baril,
Ontario.
Address: 455 Metcalfe Street, Ottawa.
John Downton, who has joined the Club as a pro. member, has been since 1938 on
the interior decorating staff of The Robert Simpson Company Limited.
He was born in
Edmonton, Alta., on October llth,
1909, and educated at boys schools in England, with
a finishing off in Canada.
His art training has been acquired at various schools,
culminating at Parsons School of Design in New York City. He started out in pharmacy, thinking it was the profession for him, but a couple of prescription errors
(not fatal) cleared that up and he levelled off into work preparatory to his present
profession. With the Great Western Furniture Company, Saskatoon, Sasko, he was
general "Joe" boy to buyer, display boss and decorator. He then moved eastward to
Toronto and New York and back to Toronto, where he is now working with Tom Deacon on
the famous Simpson Display Room at the Canadian National Exhibition.
For hobbies,
John Downton specializes in the collection of early Canadian pine furniture, Vaseline
glass and practically anything in the shape of a pineapple! Address: 13 Maple

Avenue, Toronto 5.

9.
EMMANUEL HAHN 'S MEMORY HONORED
We learn that the news of Emmanuel Hahn's death was received with sorrow in
his native place - Reutlingen, Wurtemberg, Germany, where his achievements and those
of the Hahn family generally have been regarded with pride. The press over there
devoted special attention to him as a talented native son. Shortly before his death
he sent to the museum in Reutlingen examples of the three coins which he designed the silver dollar, with the canoe; the 25-cent piece, with the caribou and the 10cent Bluenose; also the stamps printed from his designs.
Acknowledgment of the receipt of these items came after his death.
The interesting news was also received that
by the naming of a street, the Otto Hahn Strasse, the people of Reutlingen have done
honor jointly to Emmanuel Otto Hahn and his father, Otto Hahn.

DEATH OF A DISTINGUISHED MEMBER

*of

In the death of Dr. John Alexander Long, which occurred on March 18, The Club
has lost a member, distinguished in his calling, a public-spirited citizen and a
man of fine character and personality. He joined the Club in December, 1934, and
while never conspicuous in Club activities, yet played his part willingly among
those who modestly perform behind-the-scenes services.
His career was in the academic field and the Ph.D. degree which he held was
awarded by Columbia University for his work in educational psychology.
He was born
65 years ago in Walkerton, Ont., and graduated from McMaster University in 1915.
After service in the First World War, he took up teaching and in 1931 joined the
staff of the Ontario College of Education as assistant professor.
In 1942 on the
death of Dr. Peter Sandiford, he succeeded him as Director of the Department of
Educational Research.
Dr. Long enjoyed the distinction of being the first
Chairman of the Metropolitan School Board of Toronto, when it was set up in 1953.
He was at the time Chairman of the School Board of Forest Hill Village. How highly he was regarded by his
colleagues on the Metro Board may be gathered from the reference to him by his successor, Gordon F. Ferguson, in his inaugural address, -"The Board has been fortunate in many of its efforts, but I believe that one
of its greatest strokes of good fortune as well as good judgment was the election
of Dr. John Long as its first
Chairman in 1953. We who have served with Dr. Long
have come to recognize the magnitude of that good fortune,...
My personal wish is
that Dr. John Long shall remain a member of this Board for many years and that each
us may emulate his loyalty of purpose in our attitudes and service.
I feel certain that I speak for those of my colleagues who have served this Board in 1953 and
later that without exception we recognize Dr. John Long as the Dean of the Metropolitan School Board and to which honor he alone is entitled."
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SPEAKEESIA - APRIL 25, 26, 27, 1957
YOU ARE THERE
It is 8:39 p.m. and the weather is unseasonably warm and pleasant.
You and your lady have entered the aged and familiar doors of the Club and have
literally taken a giant's stride into the Past. Before you is a narrow bricked
corridor which seems to take a sharp turn into oblivion. Raucous signs scream
at you from the faded masonry.
Though you're sure it's all make-believe, you feel a peculiar sensation
as you shuffle down the alleyway.
At the first
turn you experience the hairraising sensation that you are being watched.
A peep-hole is opened and you are challenged by a rough-looking character
who reminds you somewhat of Hunter Bishop.
He demands the password ... and the
cover charge, and eyes you both suspiciously as you pass by. Beside him, near the
cash-box, is an automatic, its safety-catch in the off position.
A long staircase leads down into the basement of the building. You
descend and, as you do, you catch glimpses of strange-looking fellows who furtively
dodge in and out of doors. Then a voice, which seems to come out of the very walls,
speaks: "Follow the feet an' keep goin'".
Through the furnace room, shrouded in almost total darkness, past a doorway from which light splashes through a flimsy curtain, on you go. And again the
feeling that you are being observed.
Another door, and as you approach it your nostrils rebel at the acrid
fumes of home brew which fill the air. Their source is now before you - a bathtub
still - with man in a dirty white apron, who resembles Howard Gerring, watching the
bubbling booze and exhorting you to be sure to ask for the "House Special" when you
get to your table. You make a mental note not to take his advice.
Through the gloom a narrow, twisting set of stairs. You climb in single
file, your lady ahead of you. And suddenly you are there. Spread out at your
feet, in all its sinful luxury, is the finest, most exotic Blind Pig you have ever
been in.
A courteous waiter directs you to your table. His friendly smile confirms that you have passed the test, can now relax, and sin with the best of them.
iii
Around the walls are glorious nudes in fabulous poses, painted by Aldwincklel
Challener, Collier, Cooper, Doucet, Finley, Pepper and Wilson, as well as a memoryii
stirring collection of Framed Celebrities provided by Ron Matthews.*
ii
Quickly the room fills with people and you're suddenly glad you "dressed"
for the occasion. It's a friendly, fun-loving crowd. You buy some booze ducats
from Irwin Forster or Frank Pidgeon and settle back to enjoy yourself.
The rest of the evening is a kaleidoscope of colour, sound and humour.
Entertainment, M.C. 'd by Sid Johnson, is indeed in tune with the times. You drink,

-2you laugh, buy "grab bags" from Elliott, Cooper or Hubbard, and toast the men who have
worked so hard to make such an enjoyable evening possible.
You make a mental note to mention how you feel about it all to some of them like the players and singers; Oz Stacey, who from somewhere managed to come up with
costumes that in some cases even fitted the actors; and Walter Coucill who directed
those unsung heroes of every major Club event, the "Willing Workers", whose tireless
energy (and collective creative genius) transferred the Great Hall into such an exotic
Speakeasy.
Before you know it the evening is over. You're driving home and your lady
is summing it all up in a few words (as women folk sometimes do) - "It was such a
wonderful evening "
And you wholeheartedly agree.
D.B.
THE STAGE SHOW ON OPENING NIGHT
No first night of Carmen or Traviata held more atmosphere of tension. A
garter here, a corset there, Helen Daykin worried over an unbalanced brassiere, Ina
Cameron's slip slipping, and so on until 9:30 when suddenly everything slipped into
place as if by magic.
And no mother hen ever sputtered and fussed over her chicks as did Producer
Sid Johnson over the talented proteges under his masterly direction. He was particularly anxious that none of those golden voices should suffer even the slightest rasp
and 45 minutes before show time he bustled down to the dressing rooms, gave a loud
knock, crying "Boys and girls have you gargled yet?" When the answer came back, "No",
he.answered gruffly, "Then get gargling". From then on everybody gargled until the
opening chorus. Sid even saw that the gargles were properly prepared by Henry. Some
of the stronger ones even contained cherries and olives.
The orchestra, augmented by two foreigners, making a total of three,
promptly took their places in the pit ready for action. They had prepared an opening
overture of four numbers but this was sabotaged by the Misses Daykin and Manning, who
skittered out on the stage, after "Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye", and went into their act
before the orchestra leader could reach for his gun. However, if looks could have
killed' With just the right amount of girlish coyness they made the audience right at
home and then on came the fpeakeesia Girls.
They were in excellent voice and with perfect diction bawled as loudly as
possible - "Hello, Everybody, Hello". They danced fully as well as they sangand were
most effective in the second chorus when they suddenly turned their backs and displayed what could be done with six oscillating fannies, size 42. Then Fraser Macdonald
suddenly appeared and gave an excellent interpretation of our latest dance craze, the
Charleston. This the Girls topped off with another late hit, "Yes, sir, that's my
baby". The applause was deafening and they thundered off amid a tremendous.ovation.
This chorus line deserves undivided mention, viz. the Misses Helen Daykin, Jennie
Manning, Ina Cameron, Noreen Alexander, Harrietta Wood and Belle Thompson.
The next musical number was by that handsome tenor leading man, Reginald
Heal. He sang the recent ballad, "Your eyes have told me so". Apparently his eyes
never told the orchestra he was going to start on the chorus instead of the verse,
as he had rehearsed it. However, he was wonderful and received much terrific and
unexpected applause, so unexpected that he was changing pants for the next number
and did not return for a well merited encore.
Belle Thompson of the Speakeesia Girls must have contacted Copenhagen between numbers for she now appeared in male attire as Bill Thompson to sing "A che
@
la morte" from II Trovatore. For a photo finish she careened off the stage on roller
skates, mowing down two tons of scenery and five stage hands. Fortunately, all had
actor insurance.
Properly introduced by the Master of Ceremonies, there now occurred, or
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-3happened, "The Feature Production Number". This 'featured' a gentleman chorus (the
Girls of Act 1) followed by a musical expose/of feminine pulchritude, whose charms
were too evasive and subtle to mention here. These beautiful queens were the Misses
Roberta Allworth, June Fleetwood-Morrow, Jessie Yocum, Alice Fleming and Hortense
Grubb. These super duper show girls represented such recent hits as Ramona, Susie,
etc. Hortense Grubb as Sally was something the like of which has never or will never
be seen on stage or screen in any time to come. The only regrettable feature of this
number was the uncontrolled laughter of the audience which apparently did not sense
the simple artistic beauty of these sylphlike creatures.
The lantern slide singing, which is becoming a popular feature of theatre
and night club entertainment, was much enjoyed under the leadership of Bill Thompson,
who rendered "In the shade of the old apple tree" and "In a little Spanish town".
A diverting musical and dance number was "The Group of Seven - plus One".
This contained superb chorus work by Messrs. Don Byers, Don Sutherland, Jim Taylor,
Charles Lamb, John Roneuf, Yvon Doucet, Bill Shelden and Fred Finley. Blend, tone,
poise and avoirdupois were perfect even to their last fullbodied chord.
And then came the piece de resistance and what a piece - what resistance!
The toast of Elizabeth Street, the hottest momma of them all - Sophie Tucker. The
golden curtains parted and there stood roughly two hundred and fifty pounds of Sophie.
She was dressed in about two million sequins and two miles of gold thread. The glitter of her costume (by the American Tent and Awning Company) was no match for her
brilliant voice as she stepped forward and knifed her way through several pages of
"Put your arms around me". As this was obviously a physical impossibility, no one
responded but Sophie threw everything she had into it which was plenty.
The next number she attacked was "You made me love you". Apparently she
had just, or almost, learned this one as she punctured her semiquavers with shrill
cries for the prompter, to whom she had obviously paid considerable dough to rescue
her when memory failed. By this time the audience had utterly collapsed and roared
their tumultuous approval. When she finally announced one of last year's hits,
"Some of these days", they went wild with delight and Sophie really "gave".
She was only halted by a sudden police raid. Lights went out and there was
some confusion. Sophie was equal to the emergency. She marshalled the Speakeesia
Girls and soon had them dressed as monks and singing "The Monastery Garden". Everybody was fooled including the police, until throwing off their cassocks, they suddenly
shrilled two choruses of "Good-bye, everybody, good-bye" and rushed off to the bar.
The orchestra packed up their instruments and thus closed one of the most
successful openings in the memory of the Arts and Letters Club.
H. L.
THE DRAMATIC SKITS
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A newspaper skit with Stan Cooper as the fiery editor opened things with
a bang and his browbeaten cohorts, Don Byers, Yvon Doucet and Fred Finley, were certainly the foils par excellence.
The two yokels, Fred Finley and Bill Shelden, couldn't have yokeled to any
better purpose in their act.
Sid Johnson and Bill Shelden did some clever acting and costume changing in
a series of brilliant blackouts by Jack McLaren.
One of the funniest dance teams the Club has ever seen was Fraser Macdonald
and Al Fleming in a flaming tango written by Fraser Macdonald himself.
"Non Support", a quickee with Jim Taylor as judge and Don Byers and Oz Stacey
as juvenile delinquents, was very amusing.
Bob Allworth, as the wronged maiden, and Fraser Macdonald, as her jealous
suitor, acted in a very funny skit.
In a hotel bathroom scene, Stan Cooper and his overall ablutions presented
59°
S

a merry sight. As the snoopers and peeping Toms, Bob Allworth, John Yokum, Don
Fraser and Oz Stacey, in feminine garb, were more than adequate. The last night
was exceptionally funny when some one knocked over the bathtub revealing Stan's
torso framed in soap suds.
H.L.

A FEW ADDITIONAL NOTES
The two key men of the show were unquestionably Master of Ceremonies
Sid Johnson and Orchestra Leader Horace Lapp. It is no disparagement to any of the
many other contributors to the entertainment, important and less important, to say
that they were the indispensables.
It was Inspector of Dectives Bill Duthie, who smelled out the speakeasy
and led the raid conducted by P.C. 's Stan Cooper, Al Elliott and Bill Hogarth.
Al Collier was the personification of Prohibition, with his towering top
hat, frock coat and lugubrious expression.
Robin Strachan gave an effective impersonation of that famous figure of
the twenties, Charlie Chaplin.
Harold Gully as the First Lady of the Bardello presented an eyefull of
feminine glamour.
Oz Stacey was the cigarette girl, whose buxom contours riveted the attention
of the male customers.
Finally, who was Sophie Tucker? Well, haven't you guessed? Who else but
Reg Heal could put on such an act?

THOSE FOOT-PRINTS
Along the basement floor large foot-marks went,
No further than the entrance to a cave,
Where all was dark and silent, and I feared
To follow, for those white and monstrous prints,
Although of human form, were never made
By any normal member of the Club, -Unless it was the President whose feet,
Unshod and bare, I never had beheld.
"Whose could they be?" I gasped, and on the wall
A poster gave the answer in one word:
"SPEAKEESIA", and the mystery was solved.
"The Abominable Showman!"
I exclaimed.
Whereat in horror and dismay I fled.
Lewis Milligan

TRAVEL NOTICE
With the holiday season at hand, it would seem timely to remind
members once again that the library maintains a small but upto-date travel service for their use. The service consists of
a collection of maps, time-tables, etc., which are located on
the lowest of the shelves just inside the library door. In addition to the current time-tables from leading bus, railway,
and air lines, there are city and highway maps, motel lists, etc.
This material is augmented by the factual text of the Rand
McNally World Atlas, and by the excellent maps and gazeteer of
the Canadian Oxford Atlas.

-5ARCHITECTS CELEBRATE GOLDEN JUBILEE

STowards

the end of the month architects from all over Canada will converge
on Ottawa for the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada and in the "doings" on that notable occasion, A. & L. Club
members will be playing leading parts. Presiding over this 50th Annual Assembly
will be Douglas Kertland, President of the Institute. As Chancellor of the College
of Fellows, Burwell Coon will be the chief functionary at the investiture of the
newly-elected Fellows, presenting them with their collars and medallions. At the
annual dinner, that distinguished Club member, His Excellency the Governor General,
Vincent Massey, who will be the guest of honor and speaker, will present the parchments to the new Fellows. It might here be mentioned that several members of the
Club are entitled to attach the letters FRAIC to their names. They are, alphabetically, Hugh Allward, Eric Arthur, Murray Brown, Burwell Coon, Douglas Kertland, Walter
Moorhouse, Forsey Page, Ernest Rolph and W. L. Somerville. The Golden Jubilee
Assembly lasts from May 29 to June 1.

THE LIBRARY

*.

Because this number of the Monthly Letter goes to press just at the time when
the librarian is busily engaged in his year-end cooking of books (the financial ones),
the present library notice will be little more than a listing of the titles obtained
for early display on the New Additions shelf.
Three works have been purchased for the Literature section. Writing in Canada,
edited by George Whalley, is a very valuable record of the lectures and discussions
which made up the Canadian Writers' Conference held at Queen's University in July 1955.
Canadian Anthology, by Klinck and Watters, is probably the most copious gathering of
Canadian literature ever published; in addition to substantial samplings of both prose
and poetry, the book contains thirty-five pages of bibliographic material. Explorations, edited by Carpenter and McLuhan, is sub-titled Studies In Culture and Communications.
If you haven't examined this controversial, stimulating, intellectual
publication as yet, the library now contains a copy of issue number 7.
For those interested in a readable and attractively presented history of music,
there has been obtained Percy Scholes' three-volume work (bound as one book) titled
The Listener's History Of Music. The Canadiana section of the library is to be
graced with a copy of the impressive-looking Report - Royal Commission On Broadcasting1957. This 518- page work seems to encompass everything that could be written on the
subject, but apparently not, for it is labelled Vol. I.
Four books are to be added to the Reference shelf. The Rand McNally World Atlas
is a concise encyclopedia of world places, portrayed graphically in words, photographs, and statistics. Encyclopedia Of Superstitions, by E. & M. Radford, is an
intriguing collection of some 2,300 superstitions, and may assist in settling some
lunch-time discussion on this subject. A useful little book, titled simply Punctuation, was obtained with the thought that it too might settle a controversial point
raised in conversation; the author, G. V. Carey, considers various punctuation marks
and their uses. An impressive book has recently been issued by the editors of Life
magazine under the title The World's Great Religions. The major portion of the contents has been selected from six recent issues of the magazine, each of which examined
one of the outstanding religious beliefs of to-day. The scope of the material, the
variety of the contributors, and the profusion of the illustrations, bear witness to
the great wealth of resources at the disposal of the publishers.
Phe
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Percy Robertson has given to the library a chart of authors which he compiled
and arranged. Titled Contemporary Authors of Former Times - A Chart and Index,
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this very useful reference tool shows the birth and death dates of the most important
authors down to the early years of the twentieth century. Thus, at a glance, it is
possible to see those who were contemporaries at any given period.
H.B.

NEWSY NOTES ABOUT CLUB MEMBERS
Belated congratulations to Douglas E. Kertland, President of the Royal
Architectural Institute of Canada on being made an Honorary Fellow of the American
Institute of Fellows. This is the first time that this honor has been bestowed outside of the United States.
Dr. Arnold Mason has acquired some Florida real estate in the shape of a
house at Clearwater Beach; finds it more satisfactory being a householder than
putting up at posh hotels.
J. A. Brockie was elected President of the Canadian Public Relations
Society at its ninth annual meeting in Montreal on May 9. Carl Reinke, out-of-town
member, resident in Montreal, was awarded a trophy by the Montreal Branch of the
Society for outstanding work during the year.
Resignation of Sir Ernest MacMillan as conductor of the Mendelssohn Choir
of Toronto was announced on May 9. His successor is Frederick C. Silvester, organist
of the Choir since 1942. Announcement of these important changes in the 6 3-year old
organization was made by Paul H. Mills, President of the Choir.
The Ryerson Press fall list will contain announcement of the forthcoming
publication of Dr. E. A. Corbett's autobiography. With the title* "We have with us
to-night", he will tell of his work in the Adult Education Association.

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS
Peter A. Allward, who enters the Club as a pro member, has been since his graduation
in 1953 with his uncle's firm, Allward & Gouinlock, architects. He was born in
London, England, on December 14, 1928, the son of the late Donald Allward and grandson of Walter Seymour Allward, the noted Canadian sculptor, who was at work at the
time on the Vimy Memorial. On the death of his father he lived with his grandparents,
returning with them to Toronto in 1937. He received his early education at Baron
Renfrew Public School, York Mills, after which he attended the University of Toronto
Schools for three years, completing his secondary school education at Upper Canada
College. His entry into the architectural course at the University of Toronto was
natural, since he had long wanted to follow in the path of his grandfather, father
and uncle. Since starting work at his profession, his experience has been varied
but his particular field at present is in the design of schools and educational
buildings. He is married and has two sons, Karl Anthony and Peter Scott. Address:
63 Fairfield Road.
Ernesto Barbini, also a pro member, is on the staff of the Royal Conservatory of
Music in the capacity of director and founder of The Collegium Musicum.
He is also
conductor for CBC radio broadcasts and Montreal's television show, the Concert Hour,
and conductor for the Toronto Opera Co. He was born in Venice, Italy. At the age
of six he entered the musical conservatory, Benedetto Marcello of Venice, where he
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-7studied for 17 years and obtained his Master's Degree in
organ. He received his
Doctor's Degree as composer and conductor from the musical conservatory,
Cesare
Pollini, Padua.
While there he also received his Master's Degree in piano. Maestro
Barbini has had a distinguished career as musician, composer and
conductor in Europe,
the United States and South America. He came to Toronto in December, 1952,
at the
request of Dr. Edward Johnson, after spending several
years as a member of the
musical staff and an assistant conductor of the Metropolitan Opera in
New York.
Address: 176A Roxborough Street East.
Dr. Donald Fraser, who has joined the Club as a non-professional member,
is on the
staff of the Sick Children's Hospital where he is engaged in research work
which he
describes as the applying of present-day knowledge in basic
medical sciences to the
diagnosis and treatment of disease in children. He was
born in Toronto in 1921 and
has spent his life in an academic environment. His father was
Professor of Hygiene
and Preventive Medicine at the University of Toronto, while his grandfather,
W. H.
Fraser, was Professor of Modern Languages at University
College. He himself was
educated at University of Toronto Schools, Trinity College and
the Faculty of
Medicine, University of Toronto, and holds the degrees of M.A.,
M.D., and Ph.D.
He has held for three years the Markle Scholarship, conferred
by the Markle Foundation for the promotion of medical science and confined to
those who want to do research and teaching. Dr. Fraser enjoys all kinds of sports, particularly
skiing;
is fond of painting and is a keen participant in Scottish folk dancing,
being
member of the Scottish Country Dance Society of Toronto. Address: 7 Wychwood a
Park.
A. M. Kirkpatrick, new non-pro member, is Executive Director
of the John Howard
Society of Ontario working with ex inmates of penal institutions
and engaged in
programmes of public education concerning questions of penal
reform. He was born
at Grenfell, Saskatchewan, but at a very early age was taken
by his family to
Scotland for five years and then to New Zealand where he received
his education
up to and including first year of University. To get back
to North America he
signed on a merchant ship and worked his passage, winding up at the
University of
Chicago, where he majored in sociology in his undergraduate course. A
few years
ago, following the war, he returned to Chicago and obtained
his M.A. in social
service administration and was the Breckenridge Fellow in Public Welfare
Administration. During the war, Mr. Kirkpatrick served for five
years in the Royal
Canadian Navy, running between Newfoundland and Ireland, finally
in command of a
frigate with rank of Lieutenant-Commander. For some 25 years he worked
in the
Y.M.C.A. of Canada in a variety of capacities.
Three years ago he entered on his
present work. Address: 74 South Drive.
Malcolm A. Moysey, another new non-pro member, is a partner
of Hevenor & Co.,
members of the Toronto Stock Exchange. Born in Toronto,
July 15, 1912, he was
educated at Crescent School, Upper Canada College and the University of
Toronto,
of which he is a graduate, with 1st Class Honors, in Commerce
and Finance. He
was awarded the gold medal for this course by Victoria College.
After graduating
he worked for six months in the statistical department of the Dominion
Securities
Corporation and in March, 1936, joined Hevenor & Co. as
statistician, becoming
a partner in 1940. Several distinctions have come to him - in 1955 he
was
President of the Bloor Toronto Kiwanis Club; this year he was elected President
of the Broker-Dealers Association of Ontario and he has been for two years
a
director of the York Concert Society. During the war he did
valuable work as
inaustrial organizer for the eight Victory Loans. Mr. Moysey used to be an enthusiastic 14ft. International Dinghy sailor but gave it up some years
ago. His
recreations are now golf, curling and fishing but he says his
main hobby is playing popular piano music about an hour a day after work. He is married,
has two
sons and one daughter and lives at 41 Elderwood Drive.

-8RESIGNATIONS
The following is a list of those who have resigned from the membership
of the Club during the period April 1, 1956 to April 30, 1957. All were pro members.
B. Belfrage, April 9, 1956
L. Peterson, April 9, 1956
R. L. Gough, April 9, 1956
Jack Bush, Sept. 4, 1956
Melwyn Breen, Oct. 2, 1956
A. F. Coventry, Nov. 13, 1956
Jas. A. Coombs, Feb. 19, 1957
F. D. Kennedy, March 19, 1957
Ralph Allen, April 16, 1957
Malcolm Wallace, April 16, 1957
Langley Donges, April 16, 1957

NOTES ON INVALIDS
Bob Defries, one of the oldest and best loved members of the Club is a patient in
the Toronto General Hospital, having recently suffered a stroke. Jim Wardropper,
who went to see him on the 14th found him in good spirits, very much interested in
hearing about Club doings and wishing to be remembered to his friends.
Dr. Harvey Robb, non-resident member, on the staff of the University of Western
Ontario, has been in St. Joseph's Hospital, London, since Nov. 3, with a fractured
hip. It is hoped that he will soon be able to leave the hospital.

Sir Ernest MacMillan has been presented with the Richard Strauss
medal by GEMA, the performing rights society of Germany, the first
Canadian to be so honored. Sir Ernest, President of the Composers,
Authors and Publishers Association of Canada, received the award
from Dr. Erich Schulze, general director of GEMA, for outstanding
services in the protection of copyright.

Many of the members have already read Pearl McCarthy's book on our late member,
Leo Smith.
You may be further interested to know that it has been chosen to be
among the eighteen books sent to London as an example of fine Canadian book
printing in the Sixth National Book League Book Design Exhibition.

Each month club members are following with great interest the progress of CANADIAN
COMMENTATOR, especially with Messrs. Long, Woodside, Moore, Lougheed and others
playing an active part.
The fifth issue has now come off the press and we are
pleased to note continuous improvement in the matter of layout and presentation
of the fine comment material.
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-9OUR ANNUAL MEETING

*

A chorus of tinkling glasses greeted President Cleeve Home as he rose to
officiate over his last meeting in office on Saturday evening, May 11, 1957.
"With such a full audience we are particularly delighted that there are only
musicians present, he observed, after the din had subsided.
Turning to less boisterous business, Horne extended a warm welcome to Charles
Adamson, an A. & L. member for 47 years, and to Past Presidents who were present Gilbert Jackson, Healey Willan, Sir Ernest MacMillan, Ettore Mazzoleni and Walter
Moorhouse. A rousing round of applause greeted each name as it was read.
The impending election (Club not National) was the next order of business and
the highly complicated (and controversial) job of appointing scrutineers. Home,
tongue-in-cheek, read the names of three men, Stacey, Lapp and Aykroyd, who were on
the ballot. After the smoke had cleared, Fred Finley and Stan Cooper (the latter an
anxious volunteer) agreed to count ballots. These were hastily collected and the
scrutineers withdrew to scrutinize.
The time-honoured rendering of the Constitution followed, with Dr. Healey Willan
and Sir Ernest MacMillan taking their places in the choir. Led by Fred Silvester,
new Director of the Mendelssohn Choir, the singers were supported by soloist George
Lambert, who was supported from time to time by the edge of the curtain. A standing
ovation greeted the chorus as they left the stage.
Horne summed up all our thoughts as he observed - "We have been treated to an
unusual rendering of the Constitution in the presence of its composer."
The meeting proper (?) got underway with Fred Kemp, again named Secretary,
reading the minutes of last year's annual meeting. These were accepted, though Reg
Heal heckled - "The Secretary's remarks were most unkempt."
In commenting on the retiring committee's experience in office Home turned
even the hardest members to tears.
" ... one half of their number must be replaced,"
he said, "with members in better health. A short two years ago these shaken, whitefaced shells of men before you were robust men," he continued, in a voice heavy with
emotion. "They have given their all to the Club and have discovered in their sacrifice of spare time that wives are not altogether tolerant." To which there was a
hearty "Hear, hear" from the head table.
Home then expressed, on behalf of the Executive and members, our appreciation
to the Club staff - especially Mr. and Mrs. Nichols - "all of whom have taken such
good care of us".
Walter Moorhouse was then called upon to read the names of members who had
passed away during the past year. A moment's silence was observed for Norman John
Leach, Robert Young Eaton, Taylor Statten, Emmanuel Otto Hahn, Dr. John Alexander
Long, Ernest D. Gray and William Rae.
It was then time for Committee Reports.
Sid Johnson recalled, to the great amusement of everyone, the pre-season meetings
of his committee and some of the highlights of Monthly Dinners and Special Events such
as the Christmas festivities and the Cabaret nights.
In true Johnson style he laced
detail with rollicking humour.
Walter Coucill prefaced his remarks with a spectacular spectacle on the use of
opticals. Aided by George Foord he then described the activities of the Picture
Hanging Committee, with specific reference to a particularly popular showing of
Industrial Design.
Bill Shelden shed his glasses to deliver his report on Membership. Still he
was able to tread lightly through a splendid complication of pluses, minuses, sums
and percentages.
Phil Clark, in discussing the work of the House Committee, revealed that 11,000
lunches had been served last year. He paid tribute to Arthur Ament, C.A., who kept
the books and the Nichols who directed the cooks.
Hunter Bishop described the many uses to which the Library had been put last

year. He expressed the wish that this year the room may even be used also to house
books. With obvious delight he recalled the exciting story (dailies please note)
@
of how a copy of "Hamlet" used by Aldwinckle for a special reading the evening the
Governor General attended a Monthly Dinner, had contributed to the eventual founding
of the Canada Council. Members were duly impressed.
Colin Campbell's Bar Report revealed that this phase of Club activity had been
an outstanding success. He was, however, unmoved by Stan Cooper's popular suggestion
that the Bar should declare a dividend.
Jim Wardropper's Treasurer's Report was obviously as pleasnat to read as it was
to hear. Our financial position is sound and we face the future (as business men say)
with resolution and confidence.
Craick reported on the Monthly Letter, complimenting and thanking contributors
for their co-operation.
Voicing the feelings of the entire assembly, Norm Alexander thanked retiring
Committee Chairmen for their devotion to duty.
President Horne then read the names of newly elected members of the Executive
Committee, viz. Oz Stacey, lan Cameron, Horace Lapp, Bob Hubbard, Woody Aykroyd and
John Grier. These gentlemen took their places at the head table.
In his valedictory address, Horne recalled the duties, responsibilities and
"trials under fire" of his office. He spoke with enthusiasm of the resurgence of
the "Arts and Letters Club Spirt of Old'" during recent years, citing as examples
the willingness to serve of decorating teams, writers, musicians, stage hands and
thespians during Cabaret nights and Christmas dinners.
He then assisted President-elect Jim Wardropper into his vestments and wished
him well.
Wardropper described his appointment to the chair as "the happiest moment of
my life:" He was warmly welcomed by the assembly, as was the new Vice-President,
@
David Ouchterlony, and the new Treasurer, Irwin Forster.
D. B.

Following the annual meeting those who stayed over for the later proceedings
were vastly entertained at an auction of the Speakeesia decorations. That gifted
impresario, Sid Johnson, took on the job of auctioneer with all the glibness of the
professional and lured money from the pockets of the crowd with seeming ease. The
sale included the framed photos of celebrities that adorned the walls of the great
hall (but not the nudes) and the drawings and signs that hung in the bar-room.

Club members will be interested to know that the broadcasts that the late John D.
Robbins made in 1951, in which he impersonated an Algoma lumberjack, have been
edited by Edith Fowke, the Canadian folklorist, and appear in book form under the
title "Logging with Paul Bunyan". The book is amusing to read and is attractively
decorated with drawings by clubman Adrian Dingle. The story of how Niagara Falls
was formed is an interesting sample:
"Paul and his loggers had a contract for round logs to make masts or flagpoles.
When the drive reached the Niagara river, the timber - averaging 900 feet long
with nine feet at the butt - started to jam. Wading in to yank out the key log,
Paul had to hold back the whole jam until the lumberjacks down-river could escape.
His feet pushed the river bottom down nigh 250 feet. Later it sprang up a bit
but it still
left the ledge where the Falls now is."

·
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RECENT DEATHS OF CLUB MEMBERS

During the last few weeks the Club has lost by death two esteemed
members - Ernest D. Gray on April 29 and William Rae on May 9.
Ernie Gray, as he was known to his many friends, was elected a
member on May 17, 1933. He at once contributed his talents to the Club by
joining the choir and throughout his membership was always to be found in
its ranks when it performed at Christmas and on other occasions. Besides
being the possessor of a good voice, Ernie was an accomplished musician. He
had studied piano and organ both in Toronto and in Germany and for several
years was organist in city churches. Throughout his lifetime he was associated with the musical trade, being connected with Heintzman & Co. Limited
since 1912, latterly as Toronto manager. Ernie's interests were widespread
and those who have been in his company at luncheon at the Club are aware how
well he could talk on many subjects. He was a good companion, which sums up
many fine qualities. His death was sudden. He had only recently returned
from a holiday in Florida but was not looking or feeling at all well when
seen at the Club only a day or two before he passed away. The funeral was
held at Rosedale United Church, of which he had once been organist and where
he had long served as trustee and member of the session. He was 67.
*

*

William Rae was a charter and life member of the Club. Had he
survived until December 24, he would have reached his 90th birthday. He
was by profession an architect but for some years had been on the staff of
the Royal Ontario Museum. His training in architecture was obtained at
Cornell University. How this came about was due to the influence of Professor Goldwin Smith, who was a friend of his father, George Martin Rae.
Professor Smith, who was interested in Cornell, felt that the course there
was superior to anything Toronto could offer at the time. After graduating,
young Rae practised for awhile in Boston but soon returned to Toronto, where
he became a member of the firm of Symons & Rae. Their business was of a
general nature, though William Rae's interest lay particularly in church
architecture and his handiwork is to be found in various church edifices
in Toronto. Probably his most notable work was the designing of the chapel
at Bracebridge for the Cowley Fathers. Though not a musician himself, he
was fond of music and enjoyed particularly the productions of the Gregorian
Association of which he was a member. While a man of retiring nature and
one who led a quiet life, he was capable of warm friendships and was liked
and admired by many of the older members of the Club. He was a widower and
left no children.
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CLUB ORGANIZATION FOR 1957-58
After the summer interval, the Monthly Letter again makes its appearance and
one of its first duties is to publish for the information of the members the names
of the men who will be responsible for the various Club activities during the coming season.
The supreme boss is, of course, Jim Wardropper, who was hoisted into the
presidential chair at the annual meeting on May 11. His understudy is David
Ouchterlony in the post of Vice-President. Fred Kemp continues to keep the records
as Secretary, while Irwin Forster is now in charge of the finances. Members who
were drafted into positions of more or less importance at the first meeting of the
new Executive Committee on May 24 are as follows:
House Committee
Membership Committee
Picture Committee
Entertainment Committee
Building Committee
Finance Committee

Chairman
Arthur Ament
Edward Corbett
George Foord
Reg. Heal
A. Gresley Elton
Irwin Forster

Special Events
Library
Monthly Letter
Archives
Mailing
Stage

Ian Cameron
Hunter Bishop
Arnot Craick
Horace Corner
Yvon Doucet
William Shelden

Vice-Chairman
John Grier
Robert Hubbard
Oswald Stacey
John Weatherseed
Woodruff Aykroyd
Robert Defries
George McMurtrie
Gilbert Jackson

Serving on the Entertainment Committee are Ian Cameron, George Foord, Sidney Johnson,
Horace Lapp and William Shelden.
Serving on the Picture Committee are Walter Coucill, Robert Hubbard and Oxford McNeill.
Philip Clark has taken over from Colin Campbell the chairmanship of the Refreshment
Sub-Committee of the House Committee.

The first monthly dinner of the season will take place on Saturday, September 28.
Members will be informed of the programme by circular.

Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the noted Arctic explorer, who was born in Manitoba,
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lunched at the Club on Monday, September 9, as the guest of Vincent Tovell of the CBC.
He was in Toronto mainly to deliver a lecture at the First Unitarian Church on "The
Mutual Arctic; the Now and the Future". He also appeared on television on the evening
of the 10th, being the subject of the Profile telecast, with Carl Williams, one of our
Club members, as questioner.

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE
J. Lewis Milligan did the grand tour of the Canadian West during the summer looking
up old newspaper acquaintances as he went along.
Floyd S. Chalmers, accompanied by Mrs. Chalmers, left by air on August 29 for a
six weeks' visit to Britain and the continent.
R. York Wilson left in June, with Mrs. Wilson, to spend a year abroad and at
latest reports was in Rome. He acquired a small car and has been touring around in
Spain, Portugal and the Canary Islands before heading for Italy.
Frank B. Pidgeon, who makes a hobby of collecting Canadiana, says he was tremendously impressed by the extent of the material on Canada which he came across in the
Carnegie Library at the Michigan Soo, when visiting there this summer.
George Pepper and his wife, after their year in Spain and Morocco, decided that
this summer they would go in for some steady work and so spent the summer months at
their cabin at St. Urbain near Bale St. Paul, Quebec.
SWilliam

A. Drake of the non-resident group of members, who lives down New Jersey
way and paints shows for the N.B.C. Brooklyn studio, was up in these parts in August
and renewed acquaintance with old friends at luncheon at the Club. He pays us the
compliment of saying that the M.L. is "wonderful reading", bringing back the names of
his school chums like Fryer, Payne, Moorhouse, Bert Reed and others.

Alan Collier did a repeat this summer of his last year's sketching tour but this
time in the opposite direction. With car and trailer, wife and young son, he headed
east for the Maritimes, spending a month on the Gaspe' en route and swinging round New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island for another month, a total of 7000
miles. He kept busy sketching all the time and came back with 70 small paintings.
The most attractive part? Cape Breton.
Travelling in modern fashion by car, Gordon S. Adamson, architect member of the
Club, accompanied by Mrs. Adamson and daughter Jane, spent ten weeks this summer
touring through Portugal, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, France and England. For him it
was not entirely a pleasure trip as he succeeded in securing about 300 photographs
of modern buildings in the numerous cities visited on the tour. When in Paris he
encountered York Wilson and spent some time with him and at Canterbury had a visit
with J. B. Bickersteth, the former Warden of Hart House.

*
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John A. M. Galilee contributes the following travel incidents - "In June I
happened to be in Vancouver on business and by good luck managed to spend a week-end
in that gardener's paradise - Victoria. The annual meeting of the Canadian Library
Association was concluding its seqsions and I was able to take in the last day. At
the luncheon at the dignified old Empress Hotel I ran across R. D. Hilton Smith, now
a bookworm on the inside. He was beaming all over because the librarians were swarming into his amazing shop and the jingle of the cash register was music to his soul.
"On my return to the East, I was able to "wangle" a week's holiday near Banff.
A generous Calgary tycoon let me use his cabin on the Ghost River where I sketched
/
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-3in glorious solitude. I found out later that part of the cabin was formerly occupied
- probably built - by Roland Gissing, a noted painter of the Foothills. This inThe road to
formation was confirmed by consulting William Colgate's "Canadian Art".
Three cars
week-ends.
except
travelled
is
rarely
road
fire
rangers'
the cabin - a
passed me all day on Monday - such blessed peace!"

CONCERNING INVALIDS AND EX-INVALIDS
E. A. Corbet, we are pleased to see, is in circulation again after undergoing
an operation.
M. E. VanZant is another member who was recently in the hands of the surgeons.
He too has made a good recovery.
His friends are glad to have Horace Corner around again after his rather lengthy
illness in the spring.
Bob Defries, who has been a patient in the Toronto General Hospital for the past
few months, has been moved to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Dunn Avenue.
John Weatherseed, who underwent an unusual operation on his heart last month
in the Toronto General Hospital, it is gratifying to report, has made a good recovery
and is now recuperating at home.
Fred Challener, one of the most regular lunchers at
missed during the past few weeks. He has been suffering
city some time ago to seek relief. At latest reports he
at Guelph and making such progress towards recovery that
town and to his work.

the Club, has been greatly
from sciatica and left the
was staying with a sister
he was eager to get back to

GROUP OF SEVEN FEATURED
For the past month a documentary record of the Group of Seven has graced the
walls of the dining room. Members of the original group, it might be well to recall,
were F. Horsman Varley, A.Y. Jackson, J.E.H. MacDonald, Lawren Harris, Frank Johnston,
Arthur Lismer and Frank Carmichael. Later were added the names of A.J. Casson, Edwin
Holgate and Lemoine Fitzgerald. To each painter in the show was allotted a large
rectangle of Ten-test board on which in neatly balanced arrangement were shown a
portrait of the painter with a brief biography, a reproduction in colours of a work
in the National Gallery, Ottawa, and a black and white illustration of one of his
more important canvases. Beside each individual display was hung a small framed
painting illustrative of the manner in which the artist worked. Short of a display
of the original major paintings with portrait and biographical data underneath, as
is sometimes done, it is difficult to conceive how the exhibit could have been improved. Rumour has it that it was the work of the National Gallery. If this is so,
those responsible deserve the cordial thanks of all who were privileged to enjoy it.
For the rest, the Picture Committee of the Club revealed an intelligent co-operation
that did much to add to the effectiveness of the show.
Among visitors to the Club during the exhibition it was pleasant to notice
Fred Varley, Thoreau MacDonald (son of J.E.H.), George A. Johnston, Q.C., Librarian
of the Law Society, Osgoode Hall, and John Bruce Cowan, playwright and art collector,
of Vancouver.
W. C.

-4ERIC ARTHUR'S IMPORTANT JOB
The Club has a special interest in the approaching international contest for
a design for Toronto's new City Hall and Civic Square by reason of the fact that
its
distinguished architect member, Professor Eric Arthur, is the professional adviser
to
the contest and has had a great deal to do with laying down its conditions.
These
conditions are now being printed and will shortly be issued.
Any architect authorized to practise in his own country is eligible to enter the
first stage of the contest which will be on two levels. Eight or fewer entries
of
"outstanding merit" are to be chosen for the second stage and each of the finalists
will receive $7500 for preparing more detailed plans. Barring war or depression the
City of Toronto has agreed to accept the design picked by an international jury of
five judges and build the Hall. The winner will receive a $25,000 advance on the
6 per cent of total construction costs he receives as fee.
Judges are Eero Saarinen of Bloomfield Hills, Mich.; Ernesto Rogers of Milan
and C. E. Pratt of Vancouver, all architects; and Sir William Holford of London
and
Gordon Stephenson of Toronto, architects and town planners.
CARTOON FILM WINS PLAUDITS

*

Montreal-resident member Tom Daly, with his team-mate Wolf Koenig, has won
fresh laurels with his latest National Film Board cartoon film, "It's a Crime".
Given its premiere this summer at the Stratford Film Festival, it received unstinted
praise. Purpose back of its whimsical setting is to suggest the need for combatting
winter unemployment. Introducing a gentleman safecracker as its central figure,
the
film lets him argue the case. He has grown used to thin pickings in winter and then
discovers how many a business beats the winter slump by one means or another and
principally by diversification. So he decides to practise diversification himself,
takes up counterfeiting and lands in the pen where, of course, he finds year-round
employment. Tom Daly and his partner were producers of those earlier popular cartoon
films, 'Romance of Transportation" and "Corral".
TOOK SHAKESPEARE TO THE MARITIMES
Earle Grey and his Shakespeare Festival Company are recently back from a barnstorming tour of the Maritime Provinces. The trip covering about 4,000 miles
and
taking in the principal centres in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island, was accomplished by chartered bus, which was so arranged as to carry scenery,
costumes and properties as well as the players. The company, numbering 19, put on
15 performances in some twelve places, presenting "Taming of the Shrew" and "The
Tempest". They enjoyed fine weather throughout, with the exception of one night in
Halifax. "The Tempest" was being staged in the open at King's College when the
elements let loose with a deluge of rain, driving actors and audience into the
Haliburton Room for the rest of the performance. The tour was so much appreciated
that Earle Grey has been urged to return next year. At present preparations
are
being made for the usual fall tour of high schools and collegiate institutes in
Ontario. This season the program will consist of key scenes from "Henry IV"
(Part
One); "As You Like It" and "Julius Caesar".

UNIQUE ONE-MAN ART SHOWS
Suggested by consulting artist Cleeve Home, Imperial Oil Limited have adopted
a novel plan for promoting an appreciation of art among employees and at the
same
time offering encouragement to Canadian artists in the direction of the possible

-5eventual purchase of their work by the Company. In the fine new building on St. Clair
Avenue West, the second of a series of one-man shows is now coming on, the first series
having been completed. Under the plan a one-man show of from four to six pictures is
hung in each of the vestibules of the 14 floors occupied by the Company. These shows
are rotated weekly so that in the course of three months they pass through all 14 floors
and every interested employee is afforded an opportunity of seeing the whole collection.
Arts and Letters Club members whose work figured in the first series included Peter
Haworth, Arthur Lismer, R. York Wilson and the late L. H. Panton. In the new series
the work of members Tom Hodgson, George Pepper, Franklin Arbuckle and the late Sydney
Hallam will be on view; also that of Paraskeva Clark (Mrs. Philip Clark).

ROBIN STRACHAN'S ENTERTAINING BROADCASTS
On August 5, 6, 12, 13 and 15, our fellow member Robin Strachan held the radio
spotlight on the national network of the CBC when he gave a series of five ten-minute
talks following the 10 o'clock news. They were about some of his experiences in the
early part of the Second Great War as resident adviser to the Sultan of the Kathiri
State in the Valley of the Hadhramaut in Southern Arabia, which is part of the Aden
Protectorate. On the eastern border of the Hadhramaut is the Arab State of Oman, the
area where there was a recent and far too much publicized revolt against the ruling
Sultan. Robin says he hopes that his talks may have helped to put this very minor
war
in its proper perspective. Southern Arabia, he adds, is rather a "comic opera" country
that would have delighted Gilbert and Sullivan. Robin was the first European ever to
take up residence in the Valley of the Hadhramaut, although several travellers had
passed through it before him and had lingered there.
STRATFORD THEATRE ARCHITECT ON TELEVISION
People who did not get to Stratford this summer and so did not see the unique
new theatre which now houses the performances of the Shakespeare Festival had a good
opportunity to learn something about it when Bob Fairfield, the architect who designed
it, appeared on CBC Tabloid and with the aid of a model explained its principal features.
The questioning was effectively handled by Mayor Moore. The Arts and Letters Club may
well be proud of the achievement of its architect member in evolving this remarkable
building. The scope of the undertaking was greater than most people realized for
not
only was it necessary to produce a structure that would point up the importance of
the
Festival but one that would be adaptable to the needs of a growing institution. As
fulfilling its purpose, the theatre met all requirements and indeed exceeded expectations. It has been very favorably commented on in many quarters.
If Bob Hope was the outstanding human attraction at this year's Canadian National
Exhibition, tops among the physical attractions was the fine new Queen Elizabeth
Building. This huge structure, with its fluted roof, which housed all the women's
interests of the Exhibition, the administration offices and the directors' lunch and
dining room, was designed by architect member Forsey Page. Included in the building
is a theatre with seating capacity of 1325, which will doubtless be in demand throughout the year for other events.

GOSSIP OF THE MUSICIANS
Well, here's September with us again, that delightful month when people regretfully pack away their suntan lotions, rake up the leaves, repair the storm windows
and get ready for the dank, dark busy months of another hectic season. The bears
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seem to be the only mammals with the right idea. They very sensibly just go to sleep
and let others worry. The Arts and Letters Club, however, is neither sleeping nor
worrying -- much. The first chore is getting ready for the monthly dinner and that
does not mean just food. The musicians are already in preparation and "a nice time
should be had by all."
In the lounge the other day Ernest Morgan mentioned that he will soon be busy with
the Toronto Symphony concerts again. The Sunday Pop concerts are resuming shortly and,
as you know, Ernest has been producing these concerts for the CBC almost since their
beginning. He is also producer for the regular subscription series of Tuesday night
concerts and they will open very soon. Ernest also produces Handel's "Messiah" which
comes oddly on the first day or night of the New Year. This year, by the way, the
performance will be under the baton of the new conductor of the Mendelssohn Choir,
Fred Silvester.
Reginald Stewart was in town recently on a purely social visit, especially to
see his father and mother. He reports a very busy season in store for him and has
already filled several important engagements.

*·

Mr. Elton of Massey Hall supplied some interesting information about Walter
Susskind, who is in his second season already as conductor of the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra. As soon as the season in Toronto was over last summer, he hied him off
to Europe and spent the whole summer in Israel, during which he conducted no less
than fifty-one concerts with the Israeli Symphony Orchestra. Practically every city
in Israel heard the Orchestra several times and Tel-a-Viv, as well as Haifa, heard
almost more than their share. After a week's holiday in Italy, Mr. Susskind returned
to Canada for a performance at Stratford and is now in California for a visit with
his brother who is a professor at the University of California.
Quentin and Mrs. Maclean have been holidaying at St. Agathe but will return on
the 20th of this month to resume his fine work on television and Uncle Bod's Notebook.
Uncle Bod is, of course, the famous and beloved Maurice Bodington, who started at the
beginning of radio and will probably be in somewhere at the finish. It is hoped that
Quentin will be there also.
A welcome sound on the Sunday morning broadcast of services at Eaton Memorial
is the beautiful organ music of David Ouchterlony, who, after an apparently healthful
holiday, is back again for another season.
George Crum, one of our most youthful and ambitious conductors, will be out of
town this season for 25 weeks with the National Ballet. Opening in Hamilton on
November 4, they enter the United States and begin their long trek across that
country. During the 25 weeks they will have performed in roughly 125 cities. That
word "roughly" concerns only the number and not their performance which this year has
reached a high state of perfection. The American side of the tour ends in Los
Angeles and San Francisco, after which they begin the Canadian side of their trip.
Starting at Victoria and Vancouver they play many dates at Canadian cities arriving
back in Toronto about the middle of May. Remembering the modest beginning of the
Ballet and all the fuss and controversy attending it, it is gratifying to see it
flourishing as it is now. Celia Franca, George Crum and many others, including the
Company themselves, have all worked hard and deserve unmeasured credit for the
magnificent success which the National Ballet is now enjoying. Their performances
will include Harry Somers' ballet "Fisherman with a Soul" and George Marcovitz'
arrangement of the Schuman "Carnival". George Crum will conduct every show and the
Arts and Letters Club wish them all the best of luck.
H. L.
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-7The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation propose presenting over their national
network a series of five Old Testament plays written by the Club's beloved padre,
Canon J. E. Ward. Presentation of the series will begin the first week of October.
THE LIBRARY
Throughout the publishing year of The Monthly Letter, current acquisitions are
listed in this column with uninhibited stolidity. However, an unexpected departure
obtains this month, in that a brief review is offered of several representative works
which - for various reasons - were not acquired for the library. Summer brings to
the librarian a transitory respite from the perusal of catalogues devoted to art and
reference books, and reading for pleasure prevails; from this interlude comes (with
apologies to Daniel George) a survey of recent rejects.
Generally it may be claimed that independent critics can now view a war novel
with perspective, but no work in this field has been less deprecated than the brilliant Circumvention Of Capture (McMullioned), written by an anonymous French-Canadian
conscript in the Quebec headquarters of the A.R.P. "A work of monumental nonconformity", concedes Robberson Daisies in Sadder Daynight, "it will stulify all that
can be hurled against it." States Sorley Galahan "... (it) has the impact
of a gang
of noisy kids coming out of the basement. This tough, tender, bittersweet novel proves
that this country produces truly great literature only when a French-Canadian writes
in English, and vice versa." And Lotsa Demon, reviewing the book in her column Cursing to Cursing, writes: "A work of international poignancy. My charwoman cried herself to sleep over the Finnish translation."
Among the multitudinous literary confessions currently being issued by the more
@•
blatantly indiscreet members of the entertainment world, nonecan match for sheer unrestrained exuberance a new novel titled I Was A Wanton (McHaw Grill). The authoress,
said to be the only Mormoa nymphomaniac currently employed by a Hollywood studio, reveals the pdhic trauma sustained on a series of analysts' couches. Of it, Nothin
Cane has said: "This efficiently advertised book is well on its way to exhausting the
first impression it made." Ruby McCarbiston notes that: "The author, with an ineluctable singleness of purpose, reiterates a theme which was laid bare on the first page."
Reviewing the illustrations, Pal du Mal writes that " ... they achieve atmospheric effects which are noticeable, and at the same time they provide a labour-saving synopsis
of some not untedious memoirs."
Enthusiasts of the "Do It Yourself" books will welcome yet another masterpiece in
this field. Obviously destined for the same success as Head-Shrinking For Fun And Profit
(Bent) and What To Do 'Till The Psychiatrist Arrives (Buyersin), there now appears a
definitive work titled Pre-Frontal Lobectomy Made Easy (Clock Urn). The revolutionary
new technique, explained in the language of the layman, will go far to insure that the
country's handymen have as many projects as they have volunteers. Writing in The
Journal Of The Canadian Medicine Man, Dr. Sans Stress points out that the author "...
has skilfully circumscribed the nosography of the neurosurgeon and the virtuosity of
the vivisectionist."
Educators have recently leaped to the forefront as authors, probably in anticipation of the munificence of the Canada Council. It is little wonder, therefore, that
the first
title
on the Canadian Non-Fiction Book-Of-The-Week List is So Little For
Johnny To Read (0 You Press).
Of it Billart Bacon, book critic for The Gloating Male,
a
writes: "I have not read it, but Fay Maver says it is a literary effort, and her I
W
believe." Hobart Witastir feels that the book " . . . is an ominous portent of the
imminence of Provincialism, but it could be reduced to a dandy set of one-act plays."
And Pear Burden states: "The author deserves to be interviewed by me on Tablet, and
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the work itself deserves to be carved, for posterity, by the Eskimos, in soapstone."
Reviewing it for The Mimes Latterly Sublimate, the Colonies' editor wrote: "
this typical Canadian book ...
"
Reviewing this review for the A. & L. Monthly Lesser, editor W.A. Brake stated:
"Too long. Its sole merit ...
it was on time."

Charles Johnson has donated to the Club a copy of European Paintings In Canadian
Collections. A description of this fine book can be found on p. 7 of the Monthly Letter
for December 1956; but rather than look up the description, come to the library and look
up the book. A long-standing Club member, G. D. Atkinson, has presented a copy of a
book titled For All Piano Teachers. This comprehensive work - written by Cora B. Aherns
and Mr. Atkinson - forms a sound basis for further study, there being a bibliography at
the close of each chapter. On August 24th Mr. J. C. Winterink of Amsterdam was a lunchtime guest. He gave to the library a copy of Zojuist Vershenen, an illustrated work
which he explained was produced to mark the fiftieth anniversary of his book-publishing
Company.
H. B.

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS

*

Alex. E. Fleming, who has entered the membership as a non-pro., is sales manager with
R. G. McLean Ltd., the well-known printing establishment, 26 Lombard Street. He is
interested in music, painting and the stage. Address: 8 Valleyview Gardens, Toronto 9.
David Hall-Humpherson joins the Club as a pro. member. He is an instructor at the Ontario College of Art. Born in 1925 in Liverpool, England, he went to school in England
and Nova Scotia. He has lived in Canada since 1929 but has been back in England at
various times and for various periods. He was a student in commercial art at the Ontario College of Art during the war and in 1943 joined the Navy, seeing service in the
Pacific at Hawaii, Australia, the Philippines and the relief of Hong Kong. After the
war he returned to the O.C.A. for a year, after which he was employed in various engraving and printing establishments in Toronto until joining the teaching staff of the
O.C.A. in 1951. At present, while instructing in several departments, he is Assistant
Director of the Foundation Year. Address: 32 Berryman Street, Toronto 5.
W. Edgar Noffke, new pro. member, has been employed since 1933 with the T. Eaton Company, College Street, as a designer-decorator. He was born in Ottawa, October 4, 1906,
the son of W. E. Noffke, a well-known architect. After matriculating from Glebe Collegiate, Ottawa, he attended the Ontario College of Art, Toronto, where he gained distinction by winning the Governor General's Medal for general proficiency. He then
attended Parson's, Place des Vosges, Paris, in the department of interior architecture
and design and did further post graduate research in England, France, Germany, Holland
and Italy. He is a Past President of the Society of Interior Designers of Ontario as
well as a member of the American Institute of Decorators. As a hobby he paints in oil
and water color and designs settings for the ballet and theatre, as well as costumes.
Address: 116 South Drive, Toronto 5.

*

Fergus Mutrie, non-pro, member, is Director of Television Operations for Ontario of
the C.B.C., with responsibility for the operation of Stations CBLT, Toronto, and CBOT
and CBOFT, Ottawa. Born in Regina, March 22, 1905, he grew up and received his elementary education in Vernon, B.C. Until he was 35 he lived on one of the fruit and
seed growing farms for which the Okanagan Valley is famous. Entering the University
of British Columbia, he took the four-year course leading to the degree of B.S.A. After graduating in 1926, he returned to Vernon and continued in partnership with his
/
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-9father in fruit and vegetable seed growing. In 1940 he was approached by the C.B.C.
to take charge of the B.C. Farm Broadcast which was being organized as part of the
National Farm Broadcast Service. He accepted and for about 3! years was the Farm
Broadcast Commentator for B.C. Then he was moved to Toronto as Assistant Supervisor
of the Department nationally and became the Supervisor in 1945. In 1949 he was chosen
to head up the development of television in the Toronto area, part of the preparation
including studies of television broadcasting in New York, Paris and London, England.
While living in B.C., Mr. Mutrie developed his voice and won a number of events at
B.C. music festivals. For a few years he did a good deal of singing (church soloist,
oratorio and light opera mostly) but has not done much singing for the past ten years.
Address: 974 Avenue Road, Toronto 7.
Adrian C. Williams, who joins as a non-resident member, is director and member of the
firm Tembo Productions Inc., New York, and is both artist and motion picture director.
For the past 20 years he has specialized in the production of documentary films throughout the world, the last five specializing in African big game and native life. This
work has given him high qualifications as a travel lecturer. Canadian born and still
a Canadian citizen, now 57 years of age, Ace Williams spent four years studying art
at the Toronto Technical School and three years at Normal School. He is well known to
many members of the Club. Some years ago he addressed the Club following luncheon
when he spoke on a recent visit with the Pygmies of the Ituri Forest in the Belgian
Congo. On another occasion he gave a private showing of motion pictures taken on a
tiger hunt with the Maharajah of Cooch Behar and an elephant hunt in Portuguese West
Africa.
His address is 51 Rockledge Manor, Lawrence Park West, Bronxville, N.Y.

RESIGNATIONS
Resignations of the following members have been received and accepted by the
Executive Committee on the dates indicated -H. G. Staplells, Q.C. (non-pro.) April 30, 1957
John McClelland (non-pro.)
May 14, 1957
Rex Battle (pro.)
May 28, 1957

DEATH REMOVES PROMINENT MEMBERS
Since the last issue of the Monthly Letter (May, 1957) the Club has lost by
death three of its members, men who in their respective fields had gained distinction,
-- W. Eason Humphreys, who became a member on March 1, 1943; John I. Ridpath, a member since January 2, 1919, and Dr. Harvey T. Robb, who joined the Club on February 8,
1911, resigned in April, 1917, and was reinstated, September, 1924. Added to these
the death of Frank Blachford should also be recorded. Though he withdrew some time
ago, he was one of the Club's charter members.
William Eason Humphreys
By Healy Willan
The passing on August 15 of William Eason Humphreys has left still
another gap
in the Arts and Letters Club. Bill - as he was commonly and affectionately known was a sub-chaser in the First War, and his cheerful philosophy and salty humour were
redolent of the best tradition of the Senior Service. Many of us will remember his
cheery - "Well, it's all very difficult, but it's a good day for it! What's yours?"
He had been in rather poor health for several months and his visits to the Club were
all too infrequent, but his death came quite unexpectedly, and tragically, on the
anniversary of his wedding day. He was a past President of the Empire Club, an
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active member of the Central Ontario Drama League and a member of St. George's Society.
He was always interested in the Fine Arts and music was a great delight to him, followed closely by photography, in which field he produced many outstanding examples. Of
late he was connected with Celtic Stained-Glass Studio in Swansea, Wales, and one of
his last acts was to secure a window in memory of an old friend and late member, Arthur
T. Wilgress, which window will be unveiled in the near future in St. Peter's Church,
Cobourg. An enthusiastic supporter of all efforts in the interests of Art, a generous
host, a witty companion and a staunch friend, Bill Humphreys will live long in the
memories of those who knew him and enjoyed the privilege of his friendship.

John Isbister Ridpath
By C. A. G. Matthews

*

About the middle of May J. I. Ridpath and his wife left on what was to have been
an extended holiday in England and on the continent. Within a very few days of his
arrival in England he had a recurrence of a heart condition and was rushed to hospital
in Leeds. For a few days he appeared to be progressing satisfactorily, but had a relapse and died suddenly on June 4.
Fifty years ago this year, Jack started his own
business - Ridpath's Limited - as designer and manufacturer of distinctive furniture,
which over the years had gained a national reputation for design and integrity of
workmanship. He was an expert craftsman and a skilled wood carver and when time permitted, delighted in doing the carving on some of the more exclusive pieces.
Jack Ridpath joined the Arts and Letters Club in 1919 and throughout the years
has been one of the most regular attendants both at the noonday luncheons and at the
various evening activities. His cheerfulness on all occasions gained him many friends.
Throughout his lifetime he suffered from a physical disability which restricted his
activities somewhat. Only his closest friends knew that he was seldom without pain,
but this was not reflected in his genial and enthusiastic nature. He was particularly
interested in young people and gave much encouragement, especially to those who were
similarly afflicted. During the summer months he spent considerable time at his
summer home on Canoe Lake in Algonquin Park. More than most people, he loved the
outdoors and the wild life and was an expert canoeist and fisherman. The sympathy of
the Club is extended to his wife Elsie and to his children, John and Joan.
Dr. Harvey T. Robb

*

Dr. Harvey Robb, a non-resident member since 1938, died in St. Joseph's Hospital,
London, Ont., on May 29, aged 69 years. He suffered a fractured hip last November when
he fell
down a flight of steps during a piano concert at Convocation Hall of Western
University and had been in the Hospital ever since. He was expected to leave the
Hospital shortly but suffered a heart attack which carried him off.
Dr. Robb was a graduate of the University of Toronto in dentistry but his real
interest was in music and giving up his practice he went to New York to study piano
and organ. On his return to Toronto he became the organist of Bloor Street United
Church. When the Western Ontario Conservatory of Music, formed in London in 1934,
was slipping, its board approached him to take over and in 1938 he moved to London.
There he put the Conservatory on its feet and also established Music Teachers College
at the University of Western Ontario. He also became the organist and choirmaster of
First St. Andrew's United Church.
During his residence in Toronto, Dr. Robb was an active member of the Club and
is remembered as a genial personality and good companion. For a time he conducted the
choir and was always prepared to take his part in musical activities.

/
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Frank Blachford
Death came suddenly to Frank Blachford, noted violinist, on June 24. He was
in Calgary at the time on an examining trip for the Royal Conservatory of Music,
of which he had been a faculty member since 1901. He was born in Toronto in 1879
and received his early education in Toronto schools, winning the gold medal of the
Toronto Conservatory. He continued his musical studies in Leipzig and Geneva. In
addition to teaching and examining during his 56 years at the Conservatory, Frank
Blachford was a concert violinist, a conductor, a chamber music player and a composer of many works, mainly for stringed instruments. He was the Toronto Symphony's
first concertmaster, under the leadership of Frank Welsman. He organized the
Toronto String Quartet in 1904. As a member for many years of the Arts and Letters
Club he contributed generously to its musical activities.
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October, 1957
FIRST MONTHLY DINNER OF THE SEASON

The buzz of conversation during the "Sip and Chatter" prelude seemed busier than
ever as members joined in an inharmonious chorus of the once popular ballad, "The
Things We Did Last Summer", a fitting beginning for what proved to be an extremely
enjoyable musical evening on Saturday, September 28.
It was a Healey Willan evening, with the Club doing honour to its distinguished
fellow member. His resplendent portrait by Adrian Dingle, showing him in full academic
costume, dominated the east wall of the Hall. Beneath it in a large glass-covered
case reposed the scroll, with its massive red seal, which attested to his possession
of the rare degree of Mus. Doc. Cantaur., conferred on him last year by the Archbishop
of Canterbury at Lambeth. Forming part of the instrument was another scroll declaring
in formal terms that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II ratified and approved the conferring
of the degree.
On a pedestal on the stage was placed his bust executed by J. M. Reynolds. Then
boards round the walls were ranged the original manuscripts of certain of
display
on
his works - notably the famous score of the Club's constitution and the record of the
performances of "The Chester Mysteries", including the program of the first performance
in Hart House, December, 1919, for which Healey Willan composed the incidental music.
Among others of his works shown were his "Concerto for Piano and Orchestra", "Gloria
Deo", a motet to five "voyces", and "Deidre of the Sorrows", the opera he wrote in
collaboration with John Coulter.
During the evening Master Vintner George McMurtry added an extravagant touch to
his usual efficient (and much appreciated) services by passing out cigars to a somewhat astounded Vice-President, Dave Ouchterlony, and the honored guest.
In his after-dinner address, President Jim Wardropper marked the approaching
50th Anniversary of the Club by commenting briefly upon earlier days. --- "Writers,
painters, musicians, architects and actors, drawn together by a similarity of tastes,
met, as occasion served, at each other's rooms or studios, or, as was frequently the
case, in places where beer was sold by the glass and the drinking of it enlivened by
an orchestra and vocalists. They sought companionship, conversation, and seclusion
from the outside," he began ... and went on to describe the aims and purposes of the
founders to create H ... a Club different from all other Clubs in Toronto ... a centre
of civilized relaxation."
It was comforting to realize that these underlying principles had been perpetuated
down through the years by a long line of distinguished Club officers and members. However, President Wardropper felt that there was a tendency to drift from the earlier
conception of the Club and to regard it as just another pleasant place to which to
He expressed himself as open for suggestions as to how
resort for a good luncheonf.
into play new ideas in the activities of the Club
bring
and
life
best to put fresh
character.
its
unique
in order to maintain
(Note: There was an immediate response to the request for suggestions and after
dinner a number of members advanced plans to the President which will be brought to
the attention of the Executive Committee.)
The President announced that he had received word from the Savage Club that it
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would be celebrating its centenary on October 12. He stated that this notable event
would be fittingly recognized by the Arts and Letters Club when the time came.
He then proceeded to pay tribute to the guest of the evening, whose devotion to
the Club and the many services he had rendered to it, he declared, were outstanding.
He referred to the part Healey Willan had played in the numerous presentations of
"The Chester Mysteries", to his contribution in bringing to the Club the Tudor Singers
and the St. Mary Magdalene Choir, and to his inimitable achievement of setting the
words of the Constitution to music. His charming personality had endeared him to the
membership and they were proud to do honor to a member who had won such notable distinctions as he had done.
Responding Healey Willan declared that, despite all other activities and interests, he valued his membership in the Arts and Letters Club most highly of all. He
had spent many happy hours at the Club, had found its atmosphere most congenial and
As a coincidence he noted that the
had formed warm friendships among its members.
Savage Club would be celebrating its centenary on his birthday. October 12 was also
the birthday of Vaughan Williams.
During the entertainment period, Healey accompanied Heal as the latter sang three
of Healey's earlier works: "Dimly Sinks the Summer Evening", "Night lies on the Silent
Highways" and "Oh, Death, Thou art the Cooling Night".
Artist, Al Fleming, an accomplished guitarist, treated the audience to a short
demonstration of the versatility of the instrument and performed a group of folk songs.

(

AN AFTER DINNER STORY

*

It may now be disclosed that Healey Willan was not expected to be at the dinner
on September 28. At the Executive Committee meeting on the 24th it was stated quite
definitely that he would not be there, as he kept no engagements on Saturday evenings.
How it came about that he put in an appearance is an interesting little story.
It appears that a delegation consisting of Reg Heal, Bill Shelden, Oxford McNeill
and Os Stacey, called on him to see whether, if he could not be persuaded to come, he
would consent to have a tape recording made of a little speech so that at least his
voice would be heard at the dinner. Reg Heal had with him copies of three songs which
Healey had written many years ago. Reg had got them when a student with Carl Hunter
35 years ago and had only recently come across them in the basement of his house. When
he pulled them out of his pocket to show them to Healey, the latter exclaimed - "Where
the d....1 did you get those? I've been trying to get hold of copies of them for
years. They've been long out of print." As a matter of fact they were published in

1908.

The upshot of this was that a bargain was struck. Healey would come and play
the accompaniments, if Reg would sing them. With only a brief rehearsal just before
the dinner, the pair produced most acceptably the three songs mentioned in the report
*
of the dinner.
Portrayed by R. York Wilson, the face of Cleeve Home now gazes pensively down
over the bar in the lounge, the latest addition to the gallery of those immortals,
the past Presidents of the Club.
LADIES' NIGHT --

*

WITH ALAN COLLIER

Members accompanied by their better halves and friends of the fair sex turned
out in good numbers for Ladies' Night on Thursday, October 10 and, when President Jim
Wardropper opened the proceedings with a neat little speech introducing the evening's
performer, the Hall was well filled.
Alan Collier, "artist with a trailer", would, it was announced, talk of his three
months' sketching trip in the Rockies in the summer of 1956. This, he proceeded to
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do while dexterously operating both tongue and projector, his racy commentary on the
many scenes presented in a series of colored slides adding not a little to the enjoyment of the audience.
As an introduction, his detailed description of the trailer which formed an essen-W
tial part of the equipment for the long trip was most enlightening, illustrated as it
was with slides showing the various features of the interior. Then an occasional map
was thrown on the screen which enabled him to point out the long and somewhat devious
route followed to the Pacific Coast, the Peace River country and back. Alan, of
course, was only able to illustrate the high spots of the journey but his selection
of views gave an excellent idea of the territory through which he, his wife and young
son, Ian, travelled. Probably the most interesting shots were those depicting the wild
life encountered on the way, but there were many others that had their attraction.
After the audience had given the speaker most enthusiastic applause and the President had expressed thanks for a delightful evening's entertainment, refreshments were
served.

THE HERALDIC PANELS
Members who have missed the punning coats of arms which for many years decorated
the Great Hall will be gratified to know that these have not been lost or discarded.
Nearly two years ago they were taken down to permit re-painting of the walls and
were not put back into position because they were found to be in an extremely deteriorated condition due to wear and tear and to the essential nature of the materials used
in their construction.
No reflection is here implied on the workmanship of the designer, J.E.H. MacDonald,

as the intention at the time was for a purely temporary use only. However, thirty years
of possession and constant association have endeared them to the members of the Club,
so the then Executive Committee went into a huddle to determine what should be done,
or what could be done to preserve them. The beaver-board originally used as a support
was found to be brittle and was breaking up by handling, while the colour seemed to be
mostly water based poster paint, which defied proper cleaning.
Robert Hubbard, who was at that time chairman of the Picture Committee eventually
volunteered to copy them in a more permanent form, holding strictly to the original
design and as near as could be determined to the colours in which they were originally
painted. This work is now well in hand, and seven of seventeen have been completed
while others are in progress. It is anticipated that the whole job will be finished
and the panels re-hung in time for the special functions which will mark the Club's
fiftieth anniversary next year. The materials being used this time are artists' oil
paint on an inert white ground on Masonite quarter board.

B

RANDOM NOTES CONCERNING CLUB MEMBERS
Mavor Moore came in for high praise for his performance in the role of Sir
Wilfred Roberts, Q.C. in the Crest Theatre's opening production of Agatha Christie's
"Witness for the Prosecution".
His friends among the members of the Club extend their sympathy to George E. B.
Renison in the death of his distinguished father, the Most Reverend Robert John
Renison, late Metropolitan of Ontario.
It was with a most hearty welcome that Fred Challener was greeted by his many
friends on his reappearance at the Club on October 7 after his lengthy absence through•
illness. He is again occupying his accustomed place at the table head at luncheon.

Harley Parker has recently been appointed head of a new department in the Royal
Ontario Museum. The new section is entirely devoted to Display and Exhibition Dis-
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plays. Mr. Parker, who has been an instructor at the Ontario College of Art, will continue to do some instructing there.

0

Horace Lapp has composed an anthem - "Saviour, we pray to Thee" - which David
Ouchterlony proposes to use at a service in Eaton Memorial Church, after Christmas.
Horace is recently back from a motor trip which took him and a friend to Alexandria
Bay, Lake Placid, Saranac Lake, Glen Falls, Saratoga Springs and other points. High
spot, the animal farm at Saranac Lake where he says he saw some familiar faces.
In an ancient and colorful ceremony in London's Guild Hall, Floyd S. Chalmers was
recently admitted to the Freedom of the Worshipful Company of Stationers and Newspaper
Makers. Membership in this ancient British Masters' Guild entitles the holder to the
freedom of the City of London and is conferred by the Lord Mayor. Mr. Chalmers is the
first resident of Canada to be admitted to the Company in the last 28 years and is the
first publisher resident in Canada ever to be so honored.
This fall Dr. E. A. Corbett adds two new publications to the lengthening list of
his books. Ryerson Press are issuing his "We have with us Tonight", which is a book
of personal reminiscences based on his career in adult education. Included in it are
many of the brillianthumorous anecdotes for which he is famous throughout Canada. The
other book, which will be available shortly from the Canadian Association for Adult
Education, is entitled - "Alberta Days and Nights; Ned Corbett Remembers". It is described as a record of "Corbettiana".
FEE PAYING HARDSHIP POETIZED

S

The hardship experienced by some members in scraping together the money to pay
their fees was brought to the attention of Treasurer Irwin Forster recently. The
following pathetic lines were addressed to him as "Honerable Hardboiled Sir" and
signed John F.-M.--A sad, sad tale of starving child,
Of wife, all skin and bone.
Of crumbling brick and rotting wood,
The best that we call home.
Of fingers worn, of calloused hands,
Of working all the harder
To fill your bill and save the Club
And try to fill our larder.
The barrel scraped, these dollars few
Were nestling at the bottom.
Also enclosed, please find account,
Which nearly was forgotten.

CARL HUNTER'S PRODIGAL SON

S

Members who have been accustomed to welcome a summer visit from Bob Hunter each
year, may wonder why he did not show up at the Club this summer. He was in Toronto
all right but unfortunately his holidays coincided with those of the Club staff so he
missed his usual contacts. He has made up for this omission, however, by sending the
following dispatch from Vizcaya, Dade County Art Museum, Miami, Florida, for insertion
in the Monthly Letter -"Member Carl H. Hunter having been asked where his prodigal son hath gone, this
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notice is in answer thereto.
"After a missionary journey of four years into the heathen hinterland
of Georgia,
I have returned to the beautiful, sweltering sands of sunny Florida
and am now director
of this Italian Renaissance Museum situated just 65 miles south of the former
charge,
the Norton Gallery and School of Art at West Palm Beach.
"All Club members are asked to identify themselves at ticket office and
thus get
in free. This will involve admitting that members know me but will save
the visitor
$1.75. Best regards."
As a bit of information for those who may not be aware of the fact, Bob
Hunter,
who has long been a member, is the first grandson member of the
Club. His grandfather,
the late Sir Edmund Walker, was one of the early and highly esteemed
members.
SAVAGE CLUB CENTENARY
As reported at the September Monthly Dinner, our London, England, affiliate,
the
famous Savage Club, is observing its centenary this year. The actual date
of the centenary was October 12 and this was signalized by a house dinner for members
only on
that day. Arts and Letters Club President, Jim Wardropper, sent the following
cable
to be read at that gathering --"The officers and members of the Arts and Letters Club, Toronto, extend
heartiest
congratulations to you all on the occasion of your centenary celebration."
The big event of the celebration, however, will be the 100th Centenary
Dinner to
take place at the Savoy Hotel, London, on Sunday, December 8. The
Lord Chief Justice
of England, The Lord Goddard of Aldbourne, will preside. The
officers of the Club are
anxious that representatives of affiliated clubs should be present on this
historic
occasion and an invitation has been extended to our President, Jim Wardropper, to
represent the Arts and Letters Club.

CLAUDE BISSELL'S CULTURE GAUGE
Dr. Claude T. Bissell, President of Carleton University, now a
non-resident member
of the Club, has suggested a new gauge for measuring the extent of this
country's culture. In his address to the student body at the opening of the fall term,
he remarked-"I sometimes think Canada will not really be a cultured country until there
are
more books in the living rooms of our homes; until, let us say, the
budget for books is
as great as the budget for beer (which would be Utopia); or until
the bookcase is as
dominating a piece of furniture as the television set."
He warned the students that textbooks were not infallible and should be
approached
with "critical enthusiasm". He added - "I have a strong antipathy to
textbooks because
I have found them usually to be embodiments of dullness, full of
windy compromise and
stuffy generalities."
(This would doubtless be thoroughly endorsed by the students.)
Carleton, he declared, favored individuality among its students and
thought highly
of those who wrote original essays, solved problems boldly or took
part in discussions
with vigor.
We even think highly of students who do well in examinations"
he added.
CONCERNING ARCHITECTS AND ARCHITECTURE
Toronto architects, of whom we have a good many in the membership of the
Club,
hold the distinction of being the first group to reach their objective
in this year's
United Appeal for Metropolitan Toronto.

·

R. A. Fisher represented the Ontario Association of Architects
at an architectural
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conference at Oxford last summer.

*

Douglas Kertland carried the greetings of the Royal Architectural Institute of
Canada to the meeting of the New York State Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects.
The architectural firm of Somerville, McMurrich and Oxley, all three members of
which belong to the Club, were retained to design three of the 17 churches being built
to replace those forced to move by reason of the construction of the St. Lawrence
Waterway. The first of these to be completed, along with its manse, is Knox Presbyterian Church at Iroquois. Now under construction is St. Matthew's Presbyterian Church
at Ingleside, which combines three former congregations. The third is St. John's
Lutheran Church, Riverside, for which tenders are being called. It is claimed that
St. John's is the oldest Protestant congregation in Ontario.
The profession is naturally much interested in the movement now being conducted
aiming at the rescue from demolition of certain old buildings with architectural
values in Toronto. To Martin Baldwin, Curator of the Toronto Art Gallery, goes much
of the credit for launching the movement. A society for the preservation of old
buildings is being organized under his leadership and to start the campaign, HenryRussell Hitchcock, Professor of Art at Smith College and Museum, a noted advocate of
such movements, was brought to Toronto. He addressed the Toronto Chapter of the
Ontario Society of Architects on October 10, being introduced by Eric Arthur.

MEMORIAL TO A FAMOUS ARTIST

*

The Ontario Archaelogical and Historic Sites Board, which has been placing large
metal plaques throughout the Province to mark spots of historic interest, is to be
commended for erecting one that will indicate to posterity the location of Paul Kane's
dwelling in Toronto. To Peter Haworth, President of the Ontario Society of Artists,
very fittingly was accorded the honor of unveiling this plaque on October 9. It is
placed on Wellesley Street in front of the Evangelical Church of the Deaf and bears
the following inscription --Paul Kane, 1810-1871
Here, from about 1853 to 1871, lived this
early Canadian
artist who had emigrated from Ireland in 1818 or 1819.
He is chiefly famous for his accurate paintings of North
American Indians, for which he gathered information during
extensive and arduous wilderness journeys from Georgian
Bay to the Pacific Coast, 1845-48. His book, 'Wanderings
of an Artist', is a valuable record of Indian life at
that period. Erected by the Ontario Archaeological and
Historic Sites Board.

ACTIVITIES OF OUR MUSICIAN MEMBERS
This season the usual three weeks of Grand Opera have taken a sudden turnabout
and gone "comic".
Also, instead of at the end of the season, they are being presented at the very opening, which might be rather wise.
"Carousel", conducted by Mario
Bernardi, occupies the entire week of October 21st. The week of the 28th sees
"The Merry Widow", with her sequins all
polished up in a new dress, under the baton
of Ernesto Barbini.
Ettore Mazzolini will
be conducting "Der Fledermaus" during the
week of November 4th.
As these three conductors are Club members and the operettas
are under the stage direction of another Club member, Herman Geiger-Torel, the Arts
and Letters Club is very specially interested and wishes them all
great artistic
success, with every performance crowded to the doors.
This year the Club welcomed with much pleasure a new and distinguished member,
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Maestro Ernesto Barbini. It could be that he is the first Club member
born in Venice,
quite a distinction in itself. In any case he was born there and after what
seems an
unusually short term in the cradle, hailed a passing gondola and
headed for the Conservatory Benedetto Marcello. There he studied music for 17 years
and during that
time became a brilliant pianist and organist, a talented conductor
and a composer of
a variety of works in many forms. He received the degree of
Doctor of Music from the
Conservatory Cesare Pollini, Padua. (A slight warning should be given
here.
those who venture to call him "Doctor" Barbini, he carries a loaded Derringer For
and will
shoot on sight).
Space will permit only a few highlights of Maestro Barbini's career
in Italy. He
organized the famous Venice Quintet, of which he was pianist. He conducted
opera in
Venice, Palermo, Catania, Verona and Bologna. In 1938 he was called
to La Scala but
instead came to America and eventually to the Metropolitan Opera
Association. While
there, Edward Johnson persuaded him to come to Toronto, where he
joined the staff of
the Royal Conservatory of Music.
Seven has always been Maestro Barbini's magic number. In 1957 he joined
the Arts
and Letters Club. Also in 1957 his nineteen-year old dream came true.
He was invited
to again conduct a symphony orchestra in Milan. He conducted a
special concert over
RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana. The orchestra was mostly La Scala players,
with Soprano
Perrotti and Tenor Danieli Barioni, now at the Metropolitan. This
concert was rebroadcast twice over Europe "coast to coast". He "taped" another
symphony concert on
September 10 which will shortly be heard several times, again "coast
to coast".
An interesting report has come from no less a place than Westminster
Abbey concerning our own Geoffrey Waddington. During the Congress of Organists
in London,
Geoffrey conducted a concert consisting of the organ of the Abbey combined
in several
works with full symphony orchestra. Among other works by Handel and
Bach was a specially commissioned organ concerto with orchestra, written by Barbara
Pentland. Coming
back to Canada, he conducted, with great brilliance, a most enjoyable
concert with the
CBC Symphony at the Stratford Festival. This was on August 14
and shortly after,
Geoffrey, accompanied by Arnold Walter, Leslie Bell and Murray
went to
Edmonton. Their purpose there was to test the acoustics of theAdaskin,
new Auditorium and
give their opinion as to any improvements that might be necessary.
gave
Such
that
21st

On Sunday, October 13, after the Queen's broadcast, Geoffrey and
the CBC Symphony
an excellent programme, which was most appropriate and much enjoyed
by everyone.
a concert should happen more frequently, especially under such able
direction as
of Geoffrey Waddington. Future dates with the CBC Symphony are concerts
on the
and 28th of October. Also he will conduct the Halifax Symphony on December
5.

John Weatherseed, from whom we hoped to have a report, is still recuperating
from the serious operation he underwent and his plans will necessarily
be postponed.
We are glad and relieved to hear that he is progressing very favorably
and we send
our best wishes for a speedy recovery.
On the phone to Ancaster and confirmed a report from Brendan Mulholland
that
Reginald Godden was now connected with the National Ballet. He is acting
as pianist
for all the rehearsals as well as the performances with the orchestra,
an ideal arrangement for all concerned. Neither Celia Franca nor George Crum, the conductor,
will have to struggle with a strange pianist at either end of the stick,
so to speak.
Reginald is also playing the solo piano part in both the Rachmaninoff
Concerto and
the Prokokiev Concerto, both of which are in the Ballet repertoires
and among the
most popular numbers that they do. The company are leaving on their tour
about the
first week in November and will not return until the spring of 1958.
Reginald Godden is also playing the Emperor Concerto by Beethoven with
the
Hamilton Symphony Orchestra on November 13. He has found time as well
to write a
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*

suite for piano. Chester Duncan reviewed this in the Canadian Musical Journal and
was quite unstinted in his praise. As this publication is on the Library table,
members are invited to look up this article.
H. L.

THE LIBRARY
In addition to books and magazines, a variety of other reference and reading
material is to be found in the library. Currently we are receiving copies of a noncommercial publication titled Selearte; this fully illustrated work covers the fields
of: "Architecture, Sculpture, Painting, Graphic Decorative Art, Industrial Design,
Visual Arts." Published in Florence, with an Italian text, it is considered of such
international interest that resumes in French, Spanish, English, and German are included in each copy.

*

It is perhaps not fully appreciated that the problem of choosing certain Christmas
gifts may be solved in the library, for here one will find publishers' catalogues extolling current and forth-coming books; among such catalogues are those from Clarke
Irwin, Doubleday, Macmillan, Oxford, and University of Toronto Press. A reference to
book catalogues would not be complete without mention of those devoted to rare and
secondhand books. Here the coverage is much wider, for there are catalogues from
across Canada, as well as from the U.S., England, and France. A list of these would
include The Adelphi Book Shop, Creasser's, Dora Hood's Book Room, Old Akuthor's Farm,
Old Book Collector, Old Favourite's Book Shop, Goodspeed's, H. P. Kraus, Bernard
Quaritch, Henry Sotheran, Maggs Bros., Marlborough Rare Books, G. W. Walford, and
Robert Legueltel.
As this contribution to the Monthly Letter is a listing of odds and ends received
in the library, mention should be made of the Bulletins from The Art Gallery of Toronto, The Worcester Art Museum, and The Royal Ontario Museum, as well as the Exhibition Catalogues from the National Gallery at Ottawa.
One of the most interesting publications being received is the Information
Bulletin of the International Association of Plastic Arts; this is issued from Unesco
House in Paris. The work of National Committees and of International Congresses in
the field of Art is reported in this very informative brochure. As an example of the
contents, three recent articles were titled: "Legal Protection Of Artists and Their
Works.", "Relations With Unesco And With International Non-Governmental Organizations
In The Fields Of Arts And Letters.", "Removal Of Customs Barriers For Works Of Living
Artists." It is interesting to note that when an alphabetical list of countries participating in international congresses etc. is presented, Canada is usually conspicuous
by her absence.
H. B.

INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER

(*1

Ernest A. R. Newson, Q.C. is a senior member in the law firm of Newson & Sheard and
has joined the Club as a non-pro member. He was born at Brighton, Ont., on October 19,
1900, and attended a little
red schoolhouse, which is still in use in Cramahe Township,
Northumberland. He matriculated from Brighton Grammar Shhool. Graduating from Osgoode
Hall in 1924, he was called to the Bar in November of that year. From graduation until
1930 he was in partnership with Senator Arthur Roebuck. He then practised alone until
1954, when the present partnership with Joseph David Sheard was formed. For many years
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his work was concerned with mining and other corporations, although, as a director
of the Toronto Board of the Canada Trust Company and the Huron and Erie Mortgage
Corporation, a substantial amount of mortgage and allied work is carried on.
Mr.
Newson has a number of hobbies and outside pursuits, such as fishing, handgun and
rifle target shooting, gardening, photography, music, bridge and reading. For some
22 years he was a member of St. Mary Magdalene Choir under Healey Willan and he feels
he can lay claim to a fair acquaintance with vocal music of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and with instrumental music generally from the seventeenth century
to date. He has never exhibited any of his photographs at salons but has had some
published in The Globe and Mail. Among his various interests, he is a director of
Visites Interprovinciales. He is married and has two married daughters. Residence:
123 Highland Crescent, Willowdale.

RESIGNATIONS
At the meeting of the Executive Committee on September 24 a letter of resignation was received from Arthur Gresham, artist, pro-member of the Club since 1924.
This was accepted as of March 31 last.
The resignations of the following members have also been received and accepted -Marcus Adeney, musician, elected January, 1940; Charles W. Dunn, who became a mi:m-er
in 1949 when on the staff of the University of Toronto, but has latterly been at New
York University; and John Emery, non-pro member since 1952.

DEATH OF A TALENTED MEMBER
In the death on October 8 of Augustus S. Smith, the Arts and Letters Club has
lost a member, who, since joining in 1945, has played an active part in its affairs.
Born in Scotland 57 years ago, he was in early life a professional musician, his
instrument being the violin. Coming to Canada he entered on a business career and
was with the Great West Life Assurance Company at the time of his death. He was
elected to the Executive Committee of the Club in 1949 and served for the usual two
terms, being active on the entertainment sub-committee. He never allowed his interest
in and love for music to lapse. A musician of professional calibre he was a member
and the helpful leader of a quartet of Club members who met almost weekly for about
10 years to indulge in their favorite pastime. Augustus Smith was well loved among
those who knew him and had a lot of close friends. Warm-hearted and sympathetic, he
was the kind of man who invited confidences and helped a lot of people in their difficulties. His support went strongly to such causes as that of the Ontario Heart
Foundation.
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FIVE MEMBERS TO BE HONORED
Five members of the Club, having fulfilled the 45-year requirement, will have
honorary life memberships conferred on them at the Monthly Dinner on November 30. The
fortunate ones are ---

Walter Moorhouse, one of the most popular members of the Club, who served as
President in 1949-51. Walter was elected a member on Feb. 12, 1912, when as a young
architect he was associated with Sproatt & Rolph. He soon after entered his present
partnership of George & Moorhouse.
Dr. George H. Needler, elected on Nov. 16, 1912. He was at the time Professor
of German in University College. He retired several years ago and is now Professor
Emeritus, devoting his time to literary pursuits.
H. Lawrence Rous, elected on Feb. 8, 1912 as a non-pro member. He was at the
President of the printing house of Rous & Mann Limited, a post from which he
recently retired.
A. W. McConnell, now a non-resident member, living in Nassau, Bahamas, but paying
occasional visits to Toronto. At the time of his election in 1912, he was a professor
in the Department of Architecture at the University. He later engaged in business but
retired several years ago.
St. Elme de Champ, who will be remembered by the older members of the Club as the
big bearded Frenchman on the staff of University College. He became a pro member in
December, 1912. On his retirement some years ago, he returned to France to live, his
address being Domain de la Blache, Cruis-au-Mont, D'or Rhone.

Stime

SAVAGE CLUB ACKNOWLEDGES MESSAGE

*

Writing from London on October 15, George Baker, Honorary Secretary of the
Savage Club, acknowledged receipt of the congratulatory message from the Arts and
Letters Club, sent by President Jim Wardropper on the occasion of the Savage Club's
hundredth anniversary, in the following appreciative words --"Thank you a thousand times for your centenary congratulations which were read
to the assembled Brother Savages on Saturday night ... Fraternal greetings from us all."
Mr. Baker sent a copy of the menu card of the Centenary House Dinner, held on
October 12th, which has been posted at the entrance to the Lounge. It has been examIts cover features small line drawings of
ined with interest by many of our members.
are larger portraits of George Augustus
Inside
Savages.
43
famous
some
the heads of
Andrew Halliday, First Honorary
Club;
of
the
meeting
first
the
convened
who
Sala,
Secretary. Then follows a reproduce
Honorary
the
present
Baker,
George
and
Secretary,
tion of the hand-written letter sent by George Augustus Sala on October 8, 1857,
requesting the favor of the recipient's company "at a meeting of gentlemen connected
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with literature and the fine arts at the Crown Tavern, Vinegar Hill, Drury Lane, on
Monday, October 12 to confer upon the expediency of forming a social society or
Club." There is a record of the various locations of the Club since it was organized,
twelve in number, and other historical material, followed by the menu of the Dinner.

THE OCTOBER MONTHLY DINNER
The availability of two bars at the dinner on October 26 (one in the Lounge,
the other in the Library) certainly seems to have solved the congestion problem. A
creature of habit, we stuck to the Lounge and discovered, much to our delight, that
"trips back" were a relatively simple matter compared to past evenings.
We're sure the original purpose of the "Wassail Period" was to enable dinner
guests to assemble prior to the dinner hour and descend upon the Great Hall en masse.
(We also suspect it was thought wise to keep fellows like Collier away from the
olive entries until others had a fighting chances) Down through the years, however,
this phase of the evening has proven to be far more than a necessary convenience -the camaraderie and good humour which permeate the atmosphere are as real and as
satisfying as the dinner itself. (We all have appetites for good fellowship as well
as good food!).
In the absence of Canon Ward, grace was offered by Dr. Risdon. At the dinner's
end, President Wardropper announced that Honorary Life Memberships would be conferred
on Walter Moorhouse, Dr. G. H. Needler, H. Lawrence Rous, A. W. McConnell and
St. Elme de Champ. He also added that during the official observance of the 50th
Anniversary of the Club in March, 1958, all members who were associated with the Club
in the Court Lane days would be extended Honorary Life Memberships.
The President spent some time discussing the importance of active participation
in, or support of, Club activities, citing By-law No. 3 (here he had a definite advantage over most of us) of the Constitution.
Dr. Wally Graham's delightful description of his journey behind the Iron Curtain,
neatly laced with humor, (the talk, not the Curtain!) was illustrated with an excellent collection of slides -- photos in color taken by the speaker himself. We
were particularly moved by the Communist suppression of a time-honored Western tradition -- mowing the grass. This could be a sign of decadence (letting the grass grow
under their feet, as it were) or a subtle attempt to make their imposed way of life
attractive to those rare males who do not enjoy a brisk walk back-and-forth and backand-forth several thousand times every summer behind a lawnmower.
We were amused by Wally's excellent photo, taken aboard a steamer on the Danube
(a very muddy Danube) of an army officer whose duty it was to prevent passengers from
taking photos.
There were more, many more, excellent shots of the beautiful countryside near
Prague and Bucharest. Photos of palaces and grand town houses that have been
"liberated" (as they say) and groups of medical folk from the far corners of the
world, made Dr. Wally Graham's address an interesting and enjoyable experience.
Horace (Howard) Lapp, introduced by Reg (Wallace) Heal, described his short
recital as "Three Preludes in Search of a Fuge". It was a rewarding game of creative
"Hide and Seek". Ranging wide on three basic themes -- "How dry I am", "Merry Widow
Waltz", and "Rock-a-Bye Baby", Horace demonstrated a physical adroitness and a creative freedom which certainly made his presentation a musical moment to be remembered.
A rousing round of applause brought him back for an enjoyable encore.
It was a nicely balanced program -- the kind of evening that whets the appetite
for more.
D.

B.

__~_

3.
PERSONAL ITEMS OF THE MONTH
That distinguished Club member and former President, Sir Wylie Grier, will
celebrate his 95th birthday on November 26. Felicitations on that notable occasion
on behalf of all the members of the Club will be sent by the President.

·

Egbert Reed is working on a new series of charcoal drawings of prominent Canadian
newspapermen of the past, commissioned by the Canadian Daily Newspaper Publishers
Association.
Elton Johnson has been elected President of the Canadian Association of Advertising Agents. He was described the other day in The Telegram as "an articulate,
silver-thatched individual who collects modern paintings, teaches himself French,
drives a Lincoln and has an unusually roseate outlook". Elton has been a pro member
of the Club since 1929.
Dr. Charles E. Hendry spent a couple of weeks in the Private Patients Pavilion,
Toronto General Hospital, last month, passing through the process of preliminaries,
operation and convalescence. All ended happily and the Doctor occupied some of his
time by writing an essay on his experience which he titled -- "From a Hospital Window".
It was an expression of appreciation of the hospital and all its works. Being written
by one who, as Professor and Director of the School of Social Work at the University,
is able to size up such services with the eye of an expert, his commendation carried
all the more weight.
Willson Woodside was overseas this fall, refreshing his knowledge on international
affairs by first-hand contacts with citizens of several countries and attending the
Conference in Bruges on the North Atlantic Community. It was a distinct honor for Clu4
member Woodie to be picked to attend. The meeting was mainly one of scholars, privatel
arranged by the University of Pennsylvania and the College of Europe in Bruges, and
was financed by the Ford and Mellon Foundations and Signor Olivetti, the Italian
industrialist. Its purpose was to enquire "if there is behind us a common spiritual
heritage and in front of us something more than a status quo of power politics to defend."
T. A. Reed is at present a patient in the Toronto General Hospital.
friends in the Club wish him a speedy recovery.

His many

MEMBER'S BOOK HIGHLY PRAISED
Fine notices continue to be recorded for member Ned Corbett's informal autobiography, "We Have With Us Tonight". We particularly liked that by the Toronto Star
reviewer who described Ned as "a Canadian whose influence upon his country and society
has been far greater than his personal fame would indicate."
He continued as follows -"Ned Corbett, the son of a Maritime preacher, was educated at McGill University.
He then served overseas in World War I and returned to Canada to join the Extension
Department of the University of Alberta. He stayed there for sixteen years, and then
accepted a position as the first Director of the Canadian Association for Adult Education.
"He devoted his life to a worthy ideal. In this case the ideal was one of providing educational opportunities for Canadians who had not received as much formal
schooling as they wanted or needed.....However, this high ideal of social improvement W
has not made an exalted visionary of the author. He remains and he is revealed by
this autobiography as an immensely warm and vital human being. The book itself is
highly anecdotal and filled with unusual stories about unusual and delightful people."
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A MEMBER'S COMMENT ON EDUCATION
Everyone seems to be more education-conscious than ever these days and a climax
in deliberations at least will come in Fetruary, 1958, when some 700 delegates will
meet in Ottawa for the first all-out national convention on education, known as The
Canadian Conference on Education. Meanwhile, Club member, Claude T. Bissell,
President of Carleton University, continues to give thought-provoking comment on
the subject.
Speaking to the Canadian Institute of Certified Public Accountants he said that
all the signs point to a shortage of university staff in the next few years and that
at a minimum 5,000 additional university teachers will be needed.
Dr. Bissell said -- "In this primary crisis, higher education has a triple job
to do; it must, first of all, prepare the student thoroughly and efficiently for his
work; it must graduate a sufficient number of professional men and women to ensure for
them the provision of leisure; and it must work out a program of studies that will enable the professional to use his leisure creatively and well."
In this age of the shorter work week and automation, the worker has been released
and the master has become enslaved. Statistics on working hours have no relevance to
the professional or managerial worker, Dr. Bissell said. For this person, there has
been expansion of work.

WORK OF O.C.A. STUDENTS ON EXHIBIT

*

On the walls of the Great Hall during the latter part of October and the first
week of November there was on exhibit a carefully selected representation of the best
work in the various courses of the Second, Third and Fourth Year students in the
Drawing and Painting Department of the Ontario College of Art. The selection of
pictures was made by Carl F. Schaefer, Director of the Department, with the assistance
of the staff of instructors. The show was of much interest to the members of the Club,
revealing as it did the talent being developed among the students at the College.
The Drawing and Painting Department is the science department of the College. Its
aim is to train the student in the development of his maximum potential. It provides
a classical education, the rich and varied training required by the artist-painter.
Included is the necessary formal instruction in the technical phases of drawing and
painting and the traditional and contemporary methods and ideas. The techniques and
the scientific aspects of the painter's art also receive adequate attention. Emphasis
is placed, however, on the need for inspiring in the student a high degree of aesthetic sensibility, stimulating his creative imagination and encouraging him to express
his own personality and his own reaction to his enviroiment and his times.
The courses include the study of drawing as an instrument of expression; technical
factors studied in relation to the aesthetic and psychological objectives; the figure
in painting as a basic component of composition, for itself, and also an introduction
to the basic concepts of contemporary painting and the development of professional
standards. The courses also include mural painting and the graphic processes; and the
study of various media -- oil, water color, the traditional egg tempera techniques,
mixed media, polymer, vinyl acetate and proxylin techniques, frescoe, plastics and
stained glass.
Lectures and research at the Royal Ontario Museum include art in Europe from the
early Christian period, to Gothic, to the beginning of the Renaissance, to the end of
the 18th century; art of the Near and Far East; art of the Americas, Africa and
Pacific areas; to developments in painting of the 19th and 20th centuries.

k~

MEMORIAL WINDOWS DEDICATED
The memory of a highly esteemed member of the Arts and Letters Club, Arthur
Trollope Wilgress, who died in 1955, is now fittingly preserved in memorial windows
placed in a chapel -- hereafter to be known as the Chapel of St. Paul -- in the
Church of St. Peter, Cobourg. The windows also commemorate his wife, Meta Carleton.
They were the gift to the Church of their daughter, Mrs. George W. Toogood, and a
number of friends of the family.
The dedication ceremony was performed on Sunday, October 20, by another distinguished member of the Club and an old personal friend of Arthur Wilgress, the Rev.
Dr. F. J. Moore of Cincinnati, Ohio.
In the course of his sermon, Dr. Moore, taking
who went about doing good", said --as his text, Acts 10:38, - "Jesus .....
"I have had and cherished the friendship of Arthur Trollope Wilgress for forty
years -- and he was this sort of man, always the living embodiment of these simple
practical Christian virtues. I know of no man who embodied them more perfectly, and
it is fitting that the lights of these windows in this church and place he loved will
keep the memory of his good life green."
The windows, three in number and composed of three lights each, depict scenes in
the life of St. Paul. Traveller and writer, his life provides a fitting theme for
windows in memory of one who was himself both traveller and writer. The centre light
of the central window shows St. Paul; on either side the apostle is depicted preaching
at Ephesus and Lydia receiving him into her house. The left flanking group shows the
conversion of Saul; the restoration of his sight and his baptism. The right flanking
group shows St. Paul shipwrecked at Melita; St. Paul being taken by the Chief Captain
and his appeal before Nero.
It is to be regretted that Club members, Eason Humphreys and Augustus Smith, who
·
took a personal interest in the production of the windows, which were made by Celtic
Studios, Swansea, Wales, did not live to witness their installation and dedication.
Though born in England (1866), Arthur Wilgress came with his parents to Cobourg,
when eight years of age, and Cobourg was where he spent his earlier years. His
father was an army man who was for a time stationed in Canada. In 1855 he married
Miss Caroline Boulton of Toronto, the ceremony being performed in St. James Cathedral
by Bishop Strachan. After living in England for some time, they returned to Canada
and settled in Cobourg. Though his later years were spent elsewhere, Arthur Wilgress
always regarded Cobourg as his home town.

A HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED
The 100th anniversary of Canada's second oldest learned Society was celebrated
in the Mills Memorial Library, McMaster University, Hamilton, on Saturday, November 2.
The Hamilton Association for the Advancement of Literature, Science and Art was founded
in 1857 to be a quasi-university where the more culturally-minded citizens might gather
from time to time to improve the mind.
In those early days the scientific work done by the members was the only work
available and papers by the more erudite scholars were distributed throughout the world.
John Galilee, our Arts and Letters Club member, was President of the Association in 1933
and has the distinction of being the one who disbanded the Museum and Library so that
the obviously heterogeneous collections could be more properly cared for by McMaster
University, the Hamilton Public Library and the Royal Ontario Museum. Hamilton's
Dundurn Museum inherited the left-overs which include - hats, household utensils and
guns - all part of a collection which just grew and grew.
Telegrams and letters from people who have addressed the Association in the past
were read. These included messages of greetings from Gilbert Jackson, who first
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lectured to the Association over 40 years ago, and Philip Child, whose father,
W. A. Child, was a distinguished patron and Honorary President for many years.
Doubtless there are other Club members who have addressed the Association at one
time or another.
A booklet recording the proceedings of this anniversary is being published and
will be placed in the Club's Library (if Hunter Bishop cares to accept it.)

A "TERRIFIC" EVENING IN LONDON
Herewith report on attendance Savage Club house dinner, October 26th, during
enlightening eight-day visit to London. Experienced most civilized evening with
Brother Savages in elegant surroundings at 1 Carlton House Terrace. Taken in tow by
Richard Mallett, film critic and contributor to "Punch", after official introduction
by Club bartender. Excellent dinner served to about 70 members by handsomely attired
footmen. Wine, Club's own vintage, selected by Club Secretary during tour of French
vineyards. Entertainment by members. Songs, sacred and profane, by Dennis Dowling
(Sadlers Wells), John Lewis and Leslie Sarony (The Two Leslies). Tommy Best at the
piano. Unknown magician member could compete with our own Sid Johnson (highest praise
known). Cartoonist Harry Riley demonstrated art of portrait painting.
Australian visitor, Philpott, performed on own brand "folk" instruments. First,
on gum tree - whole tree used. Next, domestic type, composed of Electrolux vacuum
cleaner combined with bicycle handlebars.
Last, on porcelain closet bowlwith vent
piping and valves.
No spheres but music nevertheless.
Dr. Geoffrey de Rynck, medical advisor to Belgian Embassy, on my right. Peter
Mullins, youngest member and T.V. producer, on left. In immediate vicinity, Maurice
Elvey, film director; Sol Cohen, surgeon, (visiting Toronto soon); Peter Farrell,
reformed doctor, now actor. Fellow Canadian, Dr. Earl King, near by, with friend,
Lord Stamp. Leonard Boden, chairman, just returned from Rome after painting portrait
of the Pope. Lord Chief Justice, the Lord Goddard, present. Had interesting chat
with Anthony Gray, sculptor.
Hospitality terrific. Atmosphere just like friendly A. & L. Club. Departed about
tiue A. & L. dinner, same day, getting started. Fellow members advised run, don't
walk, to Savage Club on arrival London.
Bill Duthie

AN INTERESTING LITERARY FIND

*

Recent publication by Nelsons of Edinburgh of "Sir Walter Scott in Italy: Sir
William Gell's Reminiscences" affords opportunity for relating the story of a literary
find in which a member of the Arts and Letters Club played an active part. A few years
ago Dr. George H. Needler in his indefatigible pursuit of material for his numerous books
made the acquaintance of Mr. Eric Duke Scott of Toronto. Mr. Scott happened to show him
a manuscript in his possession. Dr. Needler immediately recognized that it was a document of more than ordinary interest and value, being a duplicate in the author's own
handwriting of a supposedly lost manuscript. It was Sir William Gell's account of Sir
Walter Scott's visit to Italy shortly before his death, written at the request of
Soctt's daughter, Anne, for use by Lockhart in his "Life of Scott". As Lockhart had
only used portions of this record and his copy had disappeared, the complete story
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possessed decided importance and Dr. Needler felt that it should be published.
With Mr. Scott's permission and co-operation and with a scholarly introduction
by himself, Dr. Needler produced the Reminiscences here in Toronto in 1953. Unfortunately copies of the Canadian edition could not be imported into Britain and
steps were accordingly taken to issue this important work over there. The Nelson
edition contains Dr. Needler's introduction and in addition has a preface by Lord
Normand, while the work has been edited with numerous notes and illustrations by
Dr. James C. Corson, Honorary Librarian at Abbotsford, probably the greatest living
authority on Scott.
The way Mr. Eric Duke Scott came into possession of the manuscript is of interest.
When Sir William Gell died in Naples in 1836, his copy of the Reminiscences came into
the hands of his friend Dr. Hogg of Cheshire, then living in Naples. Dr. Hogg bequeathed it to a niece in Cheshire and the niece in turn passed it on to her grandson,
Eric Duke Scott in Toronto. Since its discovery by Dr. Needler, Mr. Scott has presented it to the library at Abbotsford.

THE LIBRARY
A few minor items picked up at Stratford this summer are herewith listed. They
include: The Stratford Festival Exhibition Of Books (a list prepared by the Book
Publishers Association of all books on display at the arena); The Stratford Festival
Permanent Theatre (general information); The Canada Council (a report of the opening
proceedings held in May of this year); An Exhibition of Shakespear's Books ( a brochure
describing the items on display from the collection of Mr. Sidney Fisher of Montreal).
When five years of age this Club published - under the direction of a five-member
publication committee - a book titled The Yearbook of Canadian Art 1913. Some copies
were recently made available to us from a stock held by the Toronto Public Library;
these were offered to the men who made up the membership during the first ten years
of the Club's existence. A few copies still remain in our possession, and are herewith offered to those who first request them from the librarian.
A gift, from the library of the late William Eason Humphreys, has been presented
to the Club by Mrs. Humphreys. Titled Stained Glass Of The XIIth & XIIIth Centuries
From French Cathedrals, this is one of the Iris Colour Books, and contains 19 large
and beautiful plates in full colour. The nature of this book makes it seem a singularly appropriate choice as a gift, for the many good Club friends of Bill will know that
he was particularly interested in the art of stained glass.
As an aftermath to his visit to Rumania and his talk on "Behind The Iron Curtain",
Dr. Wallace Graham has given to the library three books obtained during his trip. The
first
of these is Folk Art in Rumania, a handsome and lavishly illustrated book showing
the furnishings of houses and churches, as well as numerous examples of costumes,
ornaments, earthenware, wood engravings, etc. The second book is Arts In The Rumanian
People's Republic and is divided into four main sections: 1) The Dona Collection
(Painting); 2) Inter-Regional Fine Arts Exhibition (Painting & Sculpture); 3) Musical
Drama (Prince John The Terrible); 4) Chronicle (Cinema, Music, Theatre, Publications).
The third book is The Danube Delta, and this contains 100 pages of a photographic record of life on the Danube. There is an English text in all three of these very interesting books.
The Government of Northern Ireland has sent a complimentary copy of Ulster And T )
Irish Republic. Best-customer Brendan Mulholland - who read the book in the Club
library (') - reports that it is very biased.
If someone would offer a contrary review
of this work, the stage would be set for some brisk verbal conflicts.
H. B.

8.
NOTES ABOUT MUSICIAN MEMBERS
The most pleasant event in musical circles this month was the reappearance of
our most staunch Club member, John Weatherseed. It was an anxious time for all of
us until we heard that his illness had taken a turn for the better.
As a matter of fact that monster, "Asiatic Flu", laid several of
very low. David Ouchterlony, like Simon's wife's mother, lay sick of
several days but recovered sufficiently to conduct Friday night choir
was quite a surprise to those members who had rashly made movie dates

our musicians
a fever for
practice. This
for that evening.

Here might be recorded a mean and low trick played on this column by Fred
Silvester. Hearing that Fred was practically at death's door, this column turned
out three closely written pages in praise and adulation, expressing the concern of
everyone at his illness and their earnest prayers for a speedy recovery. At the
Monday luncheon, just as the copy was being handed to the editor, some one said of sole, as if he
And so he was, eating his filet
"Why, there he is over there".
had never had a temperature in his life. Those three wasted pages, closely written!
Nicholas Goldschmidt is off to Vancouver for a year on a very pleasant and enjoyable assignment. 1958 is the centennial of the Province of British Columbia. One
of the many events marking this celebration will be the opening in the summer of what
they call "Festival of the Arts". Mr. Goldschmidt has been chosen to be the head
and organizer of the Festival and direct its preparation. This is a terrific job,
as there will be symphony, opera, recitals, etc. and we all hope to see him back in
Toronto in one piece, when it is all over. He himself will prepare Mozart's Don
for presentation and will conduct all performances. George London has been
*Giovanni
engaged to sing the part of Don Giovanii, which should be quite a thrill in itself°
The whole company is made up of extremely talented people and it promises to be one
of the supreme musical events of the year. Under Mr. Goldschmidt's direction but
Glen Gould
in other performances are many fine performers from all over the world°
and John Vickers will be there and many, many others.
Samuel Hersenhoren is again conducting the orchestra for the Wayne and Schuster
show on CBC Television. This, we believe, is his xth season, as he has been their
conductor for so many seasons, nobody can ever count them. He is using two of our
top singers on the show, Joan Fairfax and Denny Vaughan, and their work is certainly
a joy to hear. The whole show is very clever and enjoyable. This season Wayne and
Schuster are funnier than ever and it is so pleasant to hear unforced humor. The
orchestra, under Samuel's direction, has much real sparkle and not only provides excellent and judicious background but shines brilliantly by itself.
Too bad the Russians had to launch their nasty old sputniks right in the middle
of the opera season. They jarred the sequins off the Merry Widow and stole a little
thunder away from Die Fledermaus. Ernesto Barbini was in great form conducting the
"Widow" and really gave the ageing old girl a run for her money. He brought out
little niceties in the music that very few people knew were there. Mazzoleni conducting Die Fledermaus was a pleasure to watch and his tempi (or let's just say
tempos) were just right. Both shows, as well as being directed with great artistry,
were also treated with a great sense of "show business", which added a great deal of
pep and sparkle. The staging of Herman Geiger-Torel was very much more than adequate
and some of the lighting effects were particularly gay and beautiful.
Reports have it that John Adaskin's "Opportunity Knocks" will be back on the
air after the Christmas season. This is one sustaining show that should not lie
neglected for too long. Here was one show that introduced young Canadian artists
h~s-x') ^']

9.
to the public in a dignified and interesting manner. This was certainly due to
John's sense of true production which never permitted him to indulge in the cheap
and tawdry as so often characterizes so-called talent shows. Canadian talent desperately needs a show like this and it should be heard again very soon.
Owing to the fact that the Monthly Letter was on holiday during the summer,
some very pleasant things had to go unrecorded. Among them, Sir Ernest MacMillan's
conducting of some very delightful concerts in British Columbia. In the open air
at Stanley Park, Vancouver, and at Butchart's Gardens, Victoria, the effect of the
music in the beautiful surroundings was something never to be forgotten. Reports
from Vancouver serve to confirm what is in everybody's mind that Sir Ernest, though
retired from his own Toronto Symphony, should never cease to conduct and make
available to the people of Canada and everywhere else his great musical knowledge
and experience. What he has done not only for symphony but for music in all forms
should never and will never be forgotten by his thousands of friends and admirers
everywhere.
H. L.

THE CLUB' S NEW MEMBERS
Ronald Hambleton, who joins the Club as a pro member, was born in 1917 in
Preston, England, and came to Canada in 1924, when his parents settled in Vancouver.
He has been a resident of Toronto since 1940. Except for a few different jobs in
his youth, he has always regarded writing as his life work and has made a living
at it practically all his adult years. He is probably best known today as a radio
and TV dramatist and interviewer. Club members figured largely in his recent radio
series, "An Experience of Life", among them Willan, MacMillan, Pratt and A. Y.
Jackson. He was the author of recent plays presented on CBC concerning the lives
of Colonel Talbot and Anna Jameson and he adapted "Jalna" for CBLT. He is also a
poet, having had two volumes of poetry published by the Ryerson Press. Mr. Hambleton
was at one time music critic for CJBC and The Globe and Mail. His favorite pursuits,
he says, are carpentry, driving and ensemble playing, his instrument being the flute.
He is married, has four children and resides at 78 Castlefield Avenue.
Emmett Lewis is an interior designer, being Vice-President of Howard Studios
Interiors Limited, Toronto, and joins as a pro member. Born in Toronto he was educated in the public shool and Oakwood Collegiate Institute, afterwards taking a
business administration course. He has had experience in commercial display as well
as interior designing. Mr. Lewis is Treasurer of the Society of Interior Designers
of Ontario and a member of the Colour Council of Ontario. In the days when Edgar
Stone was directing at Hart House Theatre he engaged in amateur theatricals and
maintains an interest in the theatre. As a hobby he has taken up metal work in
pewter and copper. His address is: The Coach House, 88 Avenue Road.
Loren Arthur Oxley is a member of the architectural partnership of W. L.
Somerville, McMurrich & Oxley and joins as a pro member. He was born in Ottawa
on September 18, 1917 and educated in Toronto at Brown School, Upper Canada College
and the U. of T. School of Architecture, where he spent three years, taking a fourth
year at Columbia University, New York. Since graduation in 1947 he has practised
his profession in Toronto, entering his present partnership in 1952. Mr. Oxley
saw service in .the Second World War with the R.C.E. Canada Western Command, Kiska,
England, Belgium and Holland, and returned from overseas with wife and child. He

I
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reports his principal out-of-office interest as 200 acres of sand, swamp and
scenery near Canton, Ontario where several modest reclamation and conservation
projects are underway. He also indulges occasionally in landscape painting,
plays the violin in a very small music group and goes in for color photography.
His family consists of wife and three children who have irresistable propensities
towards acquisition of pets, the latest census including one horse, one dog, one
Java sparrow, two cats, three hamsters and ten goldfish. Residence: 40 Rosehill
Avenue, Toronto.

RESIGNATION
A letter of resignation was received by the Executive Committee on October 22
from Al. Elliott. The resignation was accepted with regret.
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December, 1957
THE NOVEMBER DINNER

*

When members sat down to dinner on Saturday evening, November 30, following
the customary convivialities in Library and Lounge, President Wardropper had on his
right Dr. George H. Needler and on his left Walter Moorhouse. On them, after 45
years of continuous connection with the Club, honorary life memberships were to be
conferred. This ceremony was the first item on the evening's programme.
Five members, who had joined the Club in 1912, were honored, three in absentia.
Letters of regret at being unable to be present and thanks for the distinction were
Ilili
read from Arthur McConnell and Lawrence Rous, while the President stated that he had
not yet heard from Professor St. Elme de Champ, now resident in France.
iI
"I am sorry that I am unable to join in your brawl of Nov. 30; the distance forliilil
bids," Arthur McConnell wrote from Nassau. "I would like to thank the Club for its
gift of longevity. Please convey to the members my best wishes. I hope to be with
them from time to time for many years."
In his letter of thanks Larry Rous wrote -- "During the last year I have missed
different monthly meetings that would have given me much pleasure to attend. Although
my health has improved, so far I still feel unequal to attending gatherings of any
length. Therefore I reluctantly ask to be excused the formal inception on Nov. 30th."
Referring to him as Doctor-Professor-Corporal, the President expressed the
pleasure of the members in having member Needler present to receive his honorary life
membership. He astonished many of those in the Hall when he stated that the erect and
extremely well-preserved Doctor-Professor-Corporal was now 91 years of age.
In expressing his thanks, Dr. Needler recalled that, while he had retired from
active academic life 21 years ago, he had had behind him 45 years of doling out alleged wisdom in the class room at University College. As instructor there he had had
some later very distinguished citizens to cater to and he mentioned Vincent Massey,
Arthur Meighen and Mackenzie King. "I am happy to say", he remarked, "that those
three men and many others survived my ministrations and, as far as I know, harboured
no ill-will against me for my honest efforts to assist in their intellectual progress."
As Doctor Needler sat down, Norman Alexander, determined to get in a "plug" for
the Queen's Own, inquired to what regiment Dr. Needler had belonged. This brought out
the information that he had been a member of "K" Company of that unit and Dr. Needler
spoke briefly of his connection with it and its service in the North West Rebellion

of 1885.
Walter Moorhouse was then installed by the President as an honorary life member,
appreciative reference being made to his years of service to the Club, culminating in
his election as President. Walter's acceptance speech was so apposite and so expressive of the Club spirit that it appears later in the Letter as a separate item.
No sooner had Walter sat down than Chuck Matthews strode from the back of the
Hall and, standing at the end of the head table, said he would like to pay a tribute
to Larry Rous. While they had been competitors in business, Larry had always been
scrupulously fair and his contribution to the graphic arts in Canada had been of an
outstanding nature deserving of high praise.

I
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The President referred sympathetically to the illness of three esteemed members of
the Club -- Tom Reed, Geoffrey Hatton and Ned Pratt. He was pleased to report that
they were making good progress and suggested that they would doubtless appreciate receiving messages of good cheer from fellow members.

Before calling for the clearing of the tables, President Jim invited Os. Stacey to
make some comments on Eric Freifeld's anatomical drawings which were hanging on the walls
of the Hall. Much amusement was created as Os. cleverly connected each of the drawings
with a past President. There were characteristics in the drawings that made the connection rather apt. Thus -- Ernest MacMillan, for years the strong arm of the Toronto
Symphony; Ettore Mazzoleni, the guiding hand of the Conservatory; Walter Moorhouse, one
of our thinking Presidents; Gilbert Jackson, the hand of the economist; Healey Willan,
the active figure in the corner; Cleeve Horne, the man with the hair-do; Fred Haines,
the strong man; Napier Moore, with his well-sunned back to the meeting. A drawing
illustrating the foot, Os. declared, was an obvious portrait of Reg Heal.

The President had evidently been reading the morning paper for he declared that he
had been struck by the number of references to Club members, past and present, that he
had come across. There was the mention of the late Emanuel Hahn's relief over the
Narthex door of Trinity College Chapel, a building in the construction of which Walter
Moorhouse had played such an active part; the illustrated item about the Crosse &
Blackwell building, designed by members Chapman and Oxley; the art exhibit of Adrian
..i Dingle in the Eaton Auditorium Foyer; Eric Freifeld's exhibit at Hart House; Tom
Hodgson's show at the Gallery of Contemporary Art; the article about F.M. Bell-Smith;
the item about the tour of Earle Grey's Shakespeare Festival Company; the book review
by Frank McDowell and the reference to the late Bertram Brooker's "The Arts in Canada".

THE LAPP-BUTT ENTERTAINMENT
The post-dinner break over and the company back in the Hall, Reg Heal, besprinkling
his remarks with a play on the names, Butt and Lapp, announced that the pair would now
put on their entertainment. Two grand pianos yawned in front of the stage.
Lapp appeared on the scene but no Butt. What had become of Butt? Various conjectures offered.
After a brief interval, Lapp apparently decided to go ahead with a one-man performance,
broken every now and then with an impatient query as to what had become of his partner.
Just as he finished one of his pieces, there came resounding from the gallery piano an
echo of its concluding notes. Lapp looked up. "Why there he is," he exclaimed. And
with that, and amid the applause of the audience, Butt came down and took his place at
the other piano.
It had been the original idea of the pair to carry on some sort of a medley between
ground floor and gallery but this developed into a regular two piano performance. Judged
by the vociferous applause which followed each number and the cries of "more, more", it
went over exceedingly well. After a final finale and to the pleading of Fred Shaw, the
couple consented to play again their adaptation of "Drink to me only" and that concluded
the first part of the evening's programme.
(Following is a list of the music played by Lapp and Butt -- A fantasy on a Nursery
Theme in the style of the Dohnanyi Variations; their own setting to "Drink to me only
with thine eyes"; their own arrangement to the Bach Choral "Jesu, joy of man's desiring";
a novelty arrangement on "Tea for Two"; their own arrangement on a theme of Tschaikowsky's;
a fantasy on Strauss's "Tales of the Vienna Woods".)
The screen was then erected on the stage and 'Gene Butt came forward to give a brief
explanation of what was to be shown. They were pictures, he said, of the Nativity, belonging to the great art collections all over the world, from our own Art Gallery of
Toronto, to the National Galleries in Washington and London; the Frick Collection; the
Uffizzi Gallery in Florence; the Prado, Madrid; the Vatican in Rome, and others. Their
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showing would be accompanied by a musical sequence taken from the Christmas Eve programme
in King's College Chapel, Cambridge, directed by Boris Ord, with Hugh McLean at the
organ. This had been taped with the assistance of Horace Lapp.
The idea for this part of the evening's entertainment, 'Gene explained, originated
in the Art Gallery, while he was looking for some slides. Through the wonders of modern
colour photography and modern recording methods, they would be able to see and hear again
the Christmas story as it was known in olden times.
Who were the men who produced these works of art? Some were nameless, the makers of
12th century French stained glass and illuminated missales; but fortunately most of the
altar pieces and paintings were known by either the "school" of painting or the artist -such men as Giotti, Lippi, Botticelli, Andrea del Sarto, Van Eyck, Raphael, Poussin,
Verrocchio, Rubens and so on. One particularly interesting "Madonna and Child" to be
shown was by a 20th century Mexican painter named Federico Cautu.
A series of 53 slides were then thrown on the screen and influenced by the accompanying music, the deeply interested audience were carried back into the atmosphere of a bygone age and recovered something of the original conception of "Christ's Mass".
The evening's programme had been, as Reg Heal summed it up, when the last slide had
been shown to the strains of "Oh, come all ye faithful", one of the most original and enjoyable entertainments in the history of the Club and sincere thanks were due to the two
brilliant members who had devised and carried it out.

THE CHRISTMAS DINNER
The gradual transformation of the Great Hall into the banqueting room of a mediaeval
castle is now in progress and by Saturday, December 28, should be complete. It will then
be the scene of the Club's Christmas revels. Members will be costumed in keeping with
the setting and there will be no objection to those wishing to do so to appear in suits
of armour. There will be all the traditional features of this great annual festival and
this year the composer himself, Dr. Healey Willan, will be at the piano for the Choral
March. It is hoped that Sir Ernest MacMillan will be present to accompany the members,
in his own inimitable style, in the singing of "The First Noel" -- the traditional wind-up
of the Club's Christmas celebration.
The programme will include a play by Donald Byers, "All's well that ends" and Sid
Johnson is to be responsible for what is bound to be an entertaining number, "A Card
Game". What with the good cheer, the good fellowship, the Christmas music and the bangup entertainment, the 1957 Christmas dinner bids fair to be a notable event - so buy
your tickets early!

The Savage Club held its 100th anniversary dinner at the Savoy Hotel, London, on
Sunday, December 8, with the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Godard, presiding. The congratulations and good wishes of the Arts and Letters Club were cabled over by the President,
Jim Wardropper.

50TH ANNIVERSARY PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

*

A committee has been set up with the President as chairman to arrange for the
production of a suitable publication or publications to mark the 50th anniversary of
the founding of the Club, an event to be celebrated next year. The committee consists
of Walter Moorhouse, representing the architects; Ettore Mazzoleni, musicians; Alan
Collier, artists; Edgar Stone, members interested in the drama; W. A. Craick, writers;
C.A.G. Matthews and Hunter Bishop. The committee has already met several times.

4.
THE ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS
The Membership Committee has been strengthened by the addition of Ian Cameron
and
now consists for the Club year, 1957-58, of Dr. E. A. Corbett, Robert Hubbard and
Ian
W
Cameron.
Members of the Club might well be reminded at this time of the by-laws which bear
on the admission of new members, and their sponsorship. The following should be
a) One at least, either proposer or seconder, must be a professional member. noted:-b) Both proposer and seconder must have been in good standing for at least two years.
c) No member of the Executive Committee can propose or second an application.
d) A supporting letter, setting forth the applicant's qualifications for membership,
must be submitted by the proposer with the application.
e) Applications should show the names of all Club members to whom the applicant is
known, to enable the Membership Committee to carry out its duties.
f) The vitality and richness of the Club life depends largely upon the quality of
the applicants we admit to membership. This is a joint responsibility, of
the
members who sponsor applicants, of the Membership Committee, and finally of
the Executive Committee.
A ROUND-UP OF PERSONAL ITEMS
Lacey Amy left Toronto on December 1 for his annual hibernation in Florida.
Allan Fleming, one of our newer members, has recently undergone an eye operation.
He is reported to be getting on all right, but will be laid up for some time.
John Coulter, who has been living in England for some six years, is, we understand,
taking up his residence in Canada again. He received a warm welcome when he dropped in A
for lunch at the Club recently.
Eric Aldwinckle is reported to have given a very entertaining talk at the monthly
meeting of the Willowdale Art Gallery on November 26 at McKee Avenue School.
His subject was "The Work and Play of Art" and he prefaced it with a one-man skit depicting
successively the visits to an art gallery of an Englishman with patch over his eye, a
farmer and his wife, and a clergyman.
There is apparently an art in growing vegetables, for 'Gene Butt succeeded in
capturing a prize at the Royal Winter Fair for a hubbard squash grown at his
summer
place, Tanglewood Farm, down Newcastle way. 'Gene was ambitious and entered
two kinds
of pumpkins and a vegetable marrow, in addition to his prize-winning squash.
W. L. Somerville, who toured Asiatic countries earlier in the year, has written
a
most entertaining account of his trip. This appeared with the title "To Europe
via
Vancouver" in the November number of the Journal of the Royal Architectural
Institute
of Canada, along with several illustrations. His tour took him via Japan, Hong Kong,
Macau, Siam, India and Lebanon to Istanbul. The article naturally dwelt
on the
architectural features of the cities visited but racy comments on his experiences
were worked in as well.
Milton Blackstone, again located in his favorite winter quarters at El Centro,
California, offers a free 8-month trip to that paradise to any A. & L. member
who can
locate him in a picture he has forwarded. The proposition looks as difficult
as
finding the proverbial needle in a haystack. Writing on November 25, Milton
says,
the daily temperature now is 80 but next month winter comes and it will drop to 70 --

burr --

cold'

Best to all the lads."

Non-resident member Dr. George Elmore Reaman of Waterloo College is reported
to be
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at work on a history of the Hugenots in Ontario. He is requesting any descendants of such
people to communicate with him at Waterloo. His "Trail of the Black Walnut", a history of
the Pennsylvania Germans who migrated into Western Ontario, is now in its second printing,
testifying to the interest its publication has aroused.
Joseph Whitmore, who has been living in Winnipeg for the past three years, has
become active, as might be expected, in the interest of the arts out there. He is now
Regional Vice-President of the Canadian Arts Council and Vice-President of the Royal
Winnipeg Ballet. "We now have a very fine theatre (the Dominion), which was donated to
the community", he reports, "and have already various theatre movements, while the Ballet
have plans to play there during the coming season. Although the Art Gallery is not in
very pretentious premises, nevertheless there is a lot of activity and the paintings of
Manitoba artists are achieving a considerable local sale. The Symphony's very active,
as is the Manitoba Musical Festival. The only thing that I miss here is some club similar
to the Arts and Letters, where I have spent so very many happy and rewarding days and
nights."

A COLOURFUL EVENING WITH BILL HOWARD
With Reg Heal, entertainment chairman, performing the introducing and thanking
ceremonies in his usual breezy style, Bill Howard took the microphone on Ladies' Night,
November 12, and delighted a numerous audience with an entertaining talk on "Colour in
the Home". He was assisted, both as lighting manipulator and projector operator, by
'Gene Butt.
Directed primarily to the ladies, the speaker opened his talk by pointing out how
people are influenced by their associations and experiences in formulating their likes
Sand
dislikes so far as colours are concerned. Fashion also, he explained, plays a part
in their acceptance of colour. After showing the tools used by colourists in the preparation of colour schemes, a series of slides were thrown on the screen to illustrate
modern and traditional types of colour schemes. Each slide was accompanied with a short
analysis and criticism, which helped the audience to understand and appreciate the fine
points of the rooms illustrated.
The series began with views in hospitals and institutions in Toronto, showing
modern trends and these were followed by a survey of work done in the past in the colonial
period of the United States. Rooms in the spacious and beautiful homes of Old Virginia,
Carolina and the New England States were projected on the screen, eliciting expressions
of delight from the audience as their lovely features were disclosed.
Bill Howard was warmly applauded as he concluded his talk. Refreshments were then
served and a pleasant social period brought another enjoyable Ladies' Night to a close.

ERIC FREIFELD EXHIBITIONS

*

During the early part of November, the walls of the Main Hall were hung with
watercolours and drawings of artist member, Eric Freifeld. For us to remark that we
found his work exceedingly versatile would be quite redundant -- that such a variety
of modes of expression could be so well handled by one man proves his complete understanding of the medium, -- watercolour.
The pictures, which provided much hearty conversation and discussion during lunch,
ran from symposiums of colour in strange worlds of red horses and autumn hues, to the
commonplace world of patched linoleum, toasters and unshaded light bulbs; Victorian
architectural nostalgia in old houses, some with simply wonderful titles like "Ichabad",
and especially the old house (of shame and perhaps a little sin) called "Gomorrah": a
misty, cold grey study of mountains and water called "Epilogue", which could have easily
been the background for some of Grieg's music; to an excellent self-portrait which
mirrored the artist in a background of subtle, kaleidoscopic hues, showing him as a modest,
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quiet fellow, with a slyly mischievous humour, and yet a sensitive approach at all times.
The pictures had to leave us sooner than usual since they were to be hung in a OneMan Show at Hart House. (There are some other pictures added at Hart House which are we
worth seeing.)
To compensate for the early removal of the pictures, Eric agreed, after much persuasion, to hang a collection of anatomical drawings, which he uses in teaching anatomy at
the Ontario College of Art. To think of lunching amongst dissected parts of human anatomy
and odd parts of skeletons might seem a trifle difficult for those with weak stomachs;
however, Eric's understanding of the beauty and order throughout all natural form seems
to have made them quite acceptable. The medical members have approved them and apparently
find them a joy to behold.
It has been noted that some "wags" in the membership have discovered a certain likeness in some of the drawings to various extant members -- well, come to think of it -they may be right'
'G. B.

FRED CHALLENER PAINTS INTERESTING GROUP
Last spring, Hugh Rickard, who was doing the furnishing and decorating of the new
building of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario on Bloor Street East, asked
Fred Challener if he could tackle a group picture of the incorporators of the Institute
to be hung in the Board Room. With the energy that has always characterized him, Fred
undertook the task. The result is a painting of wonderful freshness and brilliance of
colour, revealing an amazing degree of youthful mentality in the veteran creator.
The
conception is a gathering of the eighteen charter members, who are celebrating the obtaining of the charter in December, 1882. They are assembled in a Georgian room of the H
period, with fireplace and mirror. To one side of the mantel is a portrait of Queen
Victoria, a copy of the one by Berthon in the City Hall; to the other one of the Prince
Consort. For most of the celebrants, Fred was able, after much searching, to obtain
photographs, but three could not be found. By the expedient of having them stand with
their backs to the viewer, this difficulty was overcome.
Each figure is a separate
personality and no two are handled alike, demonstrating the artist's remarkable versatility of treatment.

ON RECEIVING HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Speech of Walter Moorhouse
We may not look it, but we are survivors of a volcanic age. When we were youngsters,
the impact of Darwinism had knocked the props out from under the Romanticism of the time
and the facts of life began sneaking out into the open. We suddenly found ourselves in
a materialistic world. Mind you -- we still had gingerbread, but a lot of the gilt had
been rubbed off.
Then followed such lesser eruptions as Kaiser Bill, Communism, the economic depression and the unspeakable Adolf Hitler.
Lastly, out of her infernal box of tricks appeared Pandora's prize packages, the
atom and hydrogen bombs and the inter-continental ballistic missile, and now those
heavenly twins, Sputnik and Muttnik, celestial bodies including that of the unfortunate
dog -- and the end is not yet.
Through all this tumult and confusion, the Arts and Letters Club, which one might W
expect to be a battleground, has in fact been a quiet haven of refuge where you could
rest on your oars before venturing into the storm outside.
Members have come and gone, and the best have been those who served the most. In
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the end you will always receive from the Club the appraisal you deserve.
That was what I thought, but I was due for another shock when in 1949 you elected
me President. Ambition could reach no higher, but just as I was recovering, on top of
all comes an honorary life membership. I can only offer you my most humble and hearty
thanks.
But far more to me than these personal honours has been the great privilege through
forty-five years of working with our fellow members in the interests of the Club, and
day by day within these walls of meeting and knowing men who dreamed dreams and had the
flame of genius and the power of expression to interpret them in their own particular
medium. That is why the Arts and Letters Club has meant so much to us throughout these
explosive years.

INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER

*

George Hulme, Jr. is Assistant Business Administrator of the Ontario College of Art
and joins as a non-pro member.
He was born in Manchester, England, on July 1, 1913.
After distinguished service with the Royal Canadian Navy, lasting from 1939 to 1946, he
became Secretary-Treasurer of the Art Gallery of Toronto, a position he held until
August, 1954, when he went to Ottawa as Business Administrator and Secretary to the
Board of Trustees of the National Gallery of Canada. He returned to Toronto in June of
this year to accept his present position. Mr. Hulme is a Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Secretaries, a member of the American Association of Museums and a Councillor
of the Canadian Museums Association. His sponsor describes him as a man of dynamic
personality and abounding vitality, with a knowledge of the visual arts which would
enable him to contribute greatly to the Club's activities and discussions. He is
married, has two children and resides at 552 Balliol Street.

MEMBER PARTICIPATES IN PRESS INAUGURATION

*

On December 6 there took place in Montreal the ceremonial inauguration of The
Redpath Press located in the old University Library at McGill. Among those specially
invited to attend was William Colgate -- and with good reason. A brief biographical
note issued in connection with the ceremony has this to say --"The Redpath Press is, it seems, the first printing office set up by a University
for the instruction of students in a Library School, on the principle that the basis of
librarianship is bibliography, and the basis of bibliography is printing.
"It owes much for its origins to Mr. William Colgate of Toronto, himself an historian
of Canadian printing. He it was who gave to the University a typographical collection,
and he found the hand-press with which we started -- the Washington, built by Hoe of New
York, possibly in the eighteen-fifties. This had served some country printer in Southern
Ontario and had been saved from destruction by Frank Carmichael, the artist, who made
good use of it to print the programmes of the revels of the Toronto Arts and Letters Club
-- using a 12-pt. Perpetua, an early use in Canada of Eric Gill's type."
In addition to the Washington, The Redpath Press has an old Columbian press which
was found this past summer in a London basement. It was the product of Mr. Clymer of
Philadelphia, who began building them in London in 1818. Between these two antiques
stands an Albion, such as was common in England during the last century. It is now
broken beyond use but is preserved as an historic monument, as it is the very press that
Bishop Horden took to Moose Factory to print the Gospels in Cree for the Cree Indians.
Thus in one room are assembled the three kinds of press that stand between the wooden
screw-press of the first printers and the rotary machines of to-day.
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THIS YEAR'S ACADEMY EXHIBITION
This year, the Royal Canadian Academy Exhibition, the 78th Annual, is being held
in the Art Gallery of Toronto, from November 15 to December 15. Early in the new year,*
the greater part of the picture collection will be moved to the Halifax Memorial Library,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where it will be shown from February 4 to 27.
Among the 71 oil paintings and watercolours exhibited there is a good representation
of work by Club members. These include Franklin Arbuckle, Claire Bice, Charles Comfort,
Frank Denton, Adrian Dingle, Fred Finley, A. J. Casson, Alan Collier, Eric Freifeld,
Peter Haworth, Cleeve Horne, Nicholas Hornyansky, A. Y. Jackson, Donald Neddeau, George
Pepper, Sidney Watson and R. York Wilson.
We regretted to discover that none of the work of any of our sculptor members was
to be seen among the seventeen exhibitors.
Our architect members received recognition for outstanding distinguished architectural designs.
These are shown in some splendid enlarged photographs, ranging from
research laboratories to schools, municipal buildings to private residences, designed
by Gordon Adamson, Hugh L. Allward, Eric Arthur, Murray Brown and Forsey Page.
The new officers of the Academy for 1957-58 are Charles Comfort, President;
Franklin Arbuckle, Vice-President; Harold Beaument, Hon. Treasurer; Fred Finley,
Secretary-Treasurer.
George Pepper and Goodridge Roberts were elected Full Academicians and Wm. G.
Roberts and Yvonne Williams, Associates.

'G. B.

MEMBER ATTENDS IMPORTANT PREVIEW
Thanks to their interest in museum work, Edgar Stone and his wife had a most enjoyable experience recently.
They were among the few people from outside points who
were honored with invitations to participate in the members' preview of the new Far
Eastern Wing of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, on the evening of November 22.
The Wing, opened to the public on the following day, is believed to constitute the
most important assemblage of oriental architectural elements to be housed in any museum
in the world. The elements are the last permitted to be brought out of China and Japan.
They were purchased in 1928 by Horace H. F. Jayne, vice-director and oriental expert at
the Museum, and had been stored in the institution's basement. Their re-erection was
done by native craftsmen, brought to Philadelphia from the Far East for the purpose.
The new exhibits include a Chinese Buddhist temple hall, A.D. 1444, in full red
and gold, from the Chi-hua ssu, or Temple of Wisdom, at Peking: a seventeenth century
Japanese temple and a twentieth century ceremonial tea house, surrounded by a garden
with bamboo and other oriental plants; and a lacquer-panelled interior of a late
eighteenth century Chinese scholar's study from Peking. In addition to these Chinese
and Japanese constructions, the Far Eastern Wing houses the already erected Indianpillared Hall or Mandapam, the Chinese Palace Room and the Iranian mosaic-tiled Hall.
Rounding out the survey are supplemental galleries containing Oriental arts and crafts.
Edgar Stone is most enthusiastic in his comments on this remarkable Oriental collection, as well as on all the proceedings in connection with the official opening of
the Wing.
I

NOTES ABOUT THE MUSICIANS
Heading the section this month is the following item, reprinted in its entirety
from the Bulletin of the Royal Conservatory of Music. This is only one example of the
tremendous esteem in which Sir Ernest MacMillan is held the world over.
"On May 13th, 1957, Dr. Erich Schulze, General Director of GEMA (The German
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Performing Right Society), presented Sir Ernest MacMillan with the Richard StraussMedal which was instituted in honour of the foundation, 50 years before, of the
first German Performing Right Society, in order thereby to distinguish personalities
who have shown special services in connection with the protection of copyright.
"On June 5th, 1957, Dr. Kurt Waldheim, the Austrian Ambassador to Canada, and
Mr. F. Stockinger, delegate of the Austrian Trade-Commission, personally presented
to Sir Ernest MacMillan, on behalf of the Austrian Government, a facsimile of Mozart's
'Ave Verum Corpus' and also a book of colour photographs of Austria. This presentation was made in order to honour Sir Ernest as one of Canada's most distinguished
musicians. "
Fred Silvester is rehearsing with the Mendelssohn Choir that monumental work of
Arthur Honegger for chorus, soloists and orchestra, "Jeanne D'Arc". Musicians have been
eagerly awaiting this performance and with such a choir and such an orchestra, none will
be disappointed. It should be a most dramatic presentation and most especially enjoyable
because every bar is music, a surprising feature in music of contemporary composers.
Accustomed as we are to the screams and yells by soloists, chorus and orchestra in so-called
"modern" music, it will be a relief to listen to just music for a change. It is to be
hoped some record company will record this great work, making a nice, cosy, coming-out
party for the new conductor, Fred Silvester.
On a recent Sunday night, one of our members, Dr. Arnold Walter, was observed
entering a much publicized tape recorder recital in the Casa Loma library. Neither
Dr. Walter, the rest of us nor even the Castle seemed to be aware what we were in for.
The recital consisted of various thuds, moans, groans and shrieks such as have never before assailed mortal ears. Several faint hearts took to the lifeboats and dazedly rowed
away but most of us stuck with the ship, hopeless as the situation seemed to be. Among
the survivors, suffering only from exposure, were Naomi and John Adaskin and Dr. Leslie
Bell. All those able to leave the scene under their own power were fortified by cakes
and coffee in the conservatory. It is rumoured that a few stretcher cases are recuperating
in the comparative calm of the John Inglis boiler factory.
Gordon Langlois has made a new setting of that beautiful passage, "The souls of the
righteous". Dr. Charles Peaker has performed it with his choir several times and it is
a really worthwhile anthem. It should be heard more often in the churches and "choirs
where they sing".
David Ouchterlony, or "Mr. 0" as they call him, is having a wonderful romp at the
Crest Theatre, starting the 18th of December. He is conducting and right now rehearsing
the talented company in Benjamin Britton's "Let's make an Opera". Murray Davis reports
that he expects the show to be delightful, coming especially at this merry time of the
year. Dave, of course, is right at home with the kids and with Jeanne Pengelly along
also, it is going to be a show none should miss.
The music for the Christmas Dinner is in rehearsal and the Club Chorus are really
biting into their notes. Some new carols are being presented with very nice ideas
scenically and a gay party is most certainly assured.

*

The Bach Society, of which Bill Thompson is a prominent member, is doing three concerts in the North Toronto Collegiate Auditorium on January 11, February 15 and April
19.
At these concerts they will present three cantatas by Bach -- "Watch ye,
pray ye",
"Come Redeemer of our race", and "God's time is best". Their last concerts were
oversubscribed to such an extent that they had to move from Casa Loma to the North Toronto
Collegiate. The choir is excellently balanced and a visit to their rehearsal gave
promise of some very fine singing.
H. L.

10.
THE LIBRARY
Currently on display on the "New Additions" shelf will be found a variety of
books: items to interest the playgoer, the architect, the musician, and the painter.
Shakespeare Survey 10, edited by Allardyce Nicoll, is the tenth annual Survey
Of Shakesperian Study And Production. This particular volume deals mainly with Shakespear's Roman Plays; included are articles by 16 contributors, as well as sections on
"International Notes", "Shakespeare Productions in the United Kingdom in 1955", and
"Books Received". There are eight plates, the first three showing numerous examples
of classical costumes. The concluding article - titled "Shakespeare Festival, Toronto,
Canada" - was contributed by Earle Grey.
Greek Architecture, by A. W. Lawrence, is the eleventh volume in the impressive
Pelican History of Art series. The scope of the book is architecture in the Greek
lands from the Stone Age to the time of Christ. The author has stressed to good purpose the evolution of the domestic building, and its influence on monumental design.
The book is illustrated with over 170 line drawings in the text, and there are 152
pages of half-tone plates.
Music In Education is one of the very useful publications issued by UNESCO. It
reports the papers and proceedings which made up the "International Conference on the
Role and Place of Music in the Education of Youth and Adults, Brussels, 29 June to
9 July 1953". Grouped under seven broad sections are to be found the presentations
of 66 of the delegates; 39 countries were represented by 189 participants (10 of whom
were from Canada). Arnold Walter gave a paper titled "Music Education on the American
Continent", and, as Rapporteur-general of the Conference, presented the formal Report.
Geoffrey Waddington gave a paper titled "The Radio as a Means of Music Education in
Canada". This informative book embraces almost all areas of music.
Dictionary of Abstract Painting. Although a great deal has been written about
abstract art since its beginning in 1910, no one work has hitherto treated the subject
in its entirety. First published in Paris earlier this year, this authoritative and
comprehensive reference work presents a historical survey, followed by more than 500
biographical articles on major abstract artists. There are 195 full-colour reproductions, and an interesting eight-page chronological chart.

Russell Whitely has made a most impressive contribution to the Architecture
section of the library in the form of a large old volume titled Ionian Antiquities.
This book was published, with the permission of the Society Of Dilettanti, in 1769.
The very scholarly text is illustrated by a number of beautifully detailed plates.
The three chapters deal with the Temple of Bacchus at Teos, the Temple of Minerva
Polias at Priene, and the Temple of Apollo Didymaeus near Miletus.

H. B.
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BOB DEFRIES PASSES ON
The word passed round at luncheon on the 6th -- Bob Defries has gone. To younger
members of the Club that may not have signified much. To the older members it meant
the severing of a tie with an old and tried friend, one who had done great things for
the Club in his day. Bob had been ailing for a long time and the end came in that fine
institution, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. He was 88. Let some of his many friends
pay tribute to his memory.
Ivor Lewis - "So Bob Defries is gone. Not many of the 'old timers' left, who, under
Bob's wise guidance, contrived to keep solvent a sometimes shaky edifice. Up to quite
recent times that same wise guidance has been sought and gladly given. He had a great
affection for the Club and for its aims, and that affection was returned by all members,
old and young, who knew him well."
Henry Button - "Most of his long and abundant life was dedicated to the service of
the Club. He championed our 'migrations' from the Brown Betty and Court Lane to Elm
Street. As the Club's first Treasurer and Treasurer Emeritus, he shrewdly accumulated
handsome (comparatively) reserves, having in mind a building of our own. Adieu
exemplary friend."
C.A.G. Matthews - "For fifty years Bob Defries has had the respect, esteem and
gratitude of everyone who has been a member of the Club. Those who have known him
longest and have been privileged to be closely associated with him, know how deserving
he has been of our tributes. His devotion should be our inspiration."
Walter Moorhouse - "Sound judgment, clear thinking and precise speaking are rare
gifts. Bob Defries was fully endowed with all these and in addition possessed a vital
interest in the Arts. The Club was fortunate indeed in having Bob and his chosen
confreres to guide their argosy through the economic shallows, and it is to him more
than to any other individual member that the Club owes its present prosperity."
S
Fred Challener - "Bob Defries was a lovable character, always willing to work
for the good of the Club and instrumental in building up our reserves. He was an
adept at that, as in his law practice he was accustomed to nurse the estates of his
clients, and he gave the Club the benefit of his knowledge. It should not be forgotten that he donated two splendid paintings to the Club, the portrait of William
Cruikshank by A. Curtis Williamson and the one by Lawren Harris, now hanging in the
lounge."
Jim Wardropper - "R. L. Defries was a charter member and the first Treasurer of
the Club. It must be admitted that in its salad days, the Club fellowship was not a
very businesslike body, but to R. L. Defries goes the credit for piloting the frail
barque through the stormy seas. He carefully husbanded its meagre financial resources
and laid the foundations and built the edifice which today gives the Club its sense of
security. He gave the Club its first written constitution.
"In 1926 his fellow members presented him with a unique tribute in the form of a
beautiful volume, designed by that master craftsman, J.E.H. Macdonald, and illustrated
by most of the artist members of the Club. This was a token of appreciation of all
the members for his outstanding contribution to all that the Arts and Letters Club
stives to attain.
"Towards the end when most of his contemporaries had vanished from the scene
and when the world he had learned to live in was melting away, he still retained his
keen interest in the younger members, shared their aspirations even if he couldn't
understand their output, and appreciated their homage. He was present at the Monthly
Dinner the week before his last illness and confided to us then that he found his
greatest happiness in the fellowship of the Arts and Letters Club.
g&

"'The setting sun and music at the close'"
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DEATH OF PAST PRESIDENT, SIR WYLY GRIER
Scarcely 24 hours had passed since the death of Bob Defries, when the Club was
called on to mourn the passing of another of its founding members, Sir Wyly Grier,
whose death occurred on December 8. It was but a few days before he passed away
that Sir Wyly attained his 95th birthday. On that occasion, November 26, the felicitations of his fellow members were conveyed to him in a letter written by the
President, Jim Wardropper. A quotation from that letter may well serve as a tribute
to the part Sir Wyly had played in the establishment of the Club and in carrying it
along through its formative years.
"It is with the greatest pleasure that I convey to you our warmest congratulations
on the advent of your 95th birthday," wrote the President. "Ninety-five years of
such notable and splendid achievement is a record of which any man could well be proud.
The members of the Club remember with gratitude your long and active association with
the Arts and Letters Club throughout its existence. They recall that you were the
first speaker at the meeting held in the upstairs room of St. Charles Inn on the
evening of March 23, 1908, at which the Club was inaugurated; that at the second
meeting on May 14, 1908, you contended for and carried the day in bestowing the name
'Arts and Letters Club'; that you served as President in the formative years, 1909-10
and 1910-11, and frequently in later years as a member of the Executive Committee.
It was not an easy matter to steer the Club to a safe harbour in those stormy and
troublous times and those of us who today enjoy the warm fellowship of Club life owe
an immeasurable debt to the pioneers, like yourself, who did so much to launch and
keep afloat the good ship."
The highlights in Sir Wyly's long and distinguished career may be briefly
recorded. He was born in Australia, the son of an Irish surgeon. He received his
education in Bristol, England, and at Upper Canada College in Toronto, where his
family had moved in 1876. He studied art at the Slade School in England, the Scuola
Libera in Rome and the Academie Julien in Paris. He began his career as an artist in
Canada in 1891; was President of the Ontario Society of Artists (1905-10); President
of the Royal Canadian Academy (1929-39) and corresponding member of the National
Academy, New York (1938). He received the degree of D.C.L. (honora causa) from
Bishop's College, Lennoxville, and was knighted in 1935, while President of the
Royal Canadian Academy.
Sir Wyly won distinction as a painter of portraits. He had also talent as a
writer and lecturer and became a member of the Canadian Authors Association. Another
interesting connection in his earlier days was with the militia. He served in the
Royal Canadian Field Artillery from 1897 to 1905 and became a member of the Canadian
Military Institute, being elected its Vice-President in 1903.
Sir Wyly left three sons and two daughters. The youngest son, John E. Grier,
is a member of the Club and this year is serving on the Executive Committee.
To
him and his brothers and sisters, the Club extends its sympathy.
Quoting from The Globe's editorial tribute -- "Sir Wyly's work revealed a love
of the old-fashioned virtues of rugged honesty, unflinching courage and wholesome
living. He was a raconteur, who was as facile with words as with brush. Dr. Lorne
Pierce, editor of Ryerson Press, once aptly described him as a solid citizen, a
cultured gentleman and a robust artist.
"An adherent of the traditionalist school, he displayed a distinctive style
that reflected his own shrewd but sensitive observations of mankind. He once
remarked that the portrait painter who is worth his salt contributes vitally to
history. By this yardstick, Sir Wyly has won an abiding and secure place in
Canadian history."
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