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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
THE

PURPOSE o r A NEW YEAR MESSAGE

SHOULD HAVE A NEW YEAR,
AND

A NSW FACE*

is NOT TO POINT OUT THAT « E

BUT THAT WE SHOULD

NOTHING THAT MATTERS

HAVE A NEW S P I R I T

CAN BE CONE

UNLESS WE

START ANEW FROM TIME TO T | M E .
THE

HISTORY OF T H I S CLUB

OFTENER
OF

ABOUNDS I N NEW YEARS ANO OCCASIONS—

TAKEN FOR QRANTEO THAN OBSERVED — F I T FOR THE TAKING

HIGH RESOLVE,

| F THE CLUB,

L I K E EVERYTHING ELSE,

WHAT "IT USED TO BE —* AND NEVER WAS—NEITHER

I S NOT

I S I T WHAT TT I S

GOING TO 8£~~AN0 NEVER W)LL BE — UNLESS WE PLAY OUR FULL PART
IN

ITS L I F E .

WE GET A GREAT DEAL OUT OF T H I S CLUB,

MORE 1>IAN I N THE YEAR
BUT

THAT 1 8 ALWAYS

WHAT WE GET OUT OF THE CLUB

JUST COMING

AND NEVER
TO AN END.

I S ONLY A MEASURE OF WHAT WE

HAVE PUT INTO | T OR OTHERS HAVE PUT INTO | T FOR US.
OUR SHIRT-SLEEVES DEMOCRACY THRIVES,
MY LAST MESSAGE ENDED
WITH A PRAYER.
THAT PRAYER WAS ANSWERED.
THE PRESIDENT NOW
HAS A SHIRT* FOR THE NEW YEAR I WISH YOU ALL—GOOD LAUNDERING.

Unforced absence from Toronto prevented your editor from attending the Revue,
but Norman Sampson> who so capably edited these l e t t e r s for a couple of years,
has provided us with the following:
"Maestro Moore" Scores Again! Not since 1941 have members, their
friends, and a countless number of enthusiastic Revue fans, had
the chance to enjoy a l l that an Arts and Letters Club $evue symbolizes and offers. So the advance notice that a 1945 Revue was
a definite possibility immediately awakened nostalgic memories
and a pleasurable t h r i l l of anticipation, in the Club and elsewhere. From the night of the f i r s t preliminary Revue meeting
when Producer and Director Moore outlined his hopes and wistfully sought a t i t l e , things ran true to form and delightful t r a dition, perhaps the most delightful feature being the gathering
of old friends and the immediate rekindling of that "Revue Magic"
which t i e s together so many for the common cause.

- 2 So the 1945 Revue was born and went into rehearsal with the
title ftTake-it-Easyff• Needless to say whose brain-child it was,
equally needless to confirm that from beginning to end it was a
Moore and Crawford production, and, as usual, up to the same
high standard expected, A house "sold out" to all intents before rehearsals were actively under way, was another typical
feature. And faithful Revue fans were not disappointed. In
fact many were the comments that in some respects "this was the
• best Revue yet". For which, praise must be given to a cast and
stage crew who came through with grand performances for every
night of a crowded week - with no let-downs, fits of temperament
or stage fright.
So the Revue week of November 26th to December 1st passed into
history with fond remembrances and the equally fond hope that
the tradition of a Spring Revue, tragically interrupted by war,
will be continued in the same grand tradition next year, and
for many years to come. And, as the novelists say, any non reference to all those concerned with "Take-it-Easy, 1945", is
purely coincidental, or something*
The December Monthly Dinner, In sending us the following report of the last
monthly dinner, Bernard Radley appended a note which read,"I don f t think I
shall sit near you at the next Club function".
There isn f t any doubt about
Every one is the best ever,
which the preamble was on a
Webster's banquet kind, and
by Dr. Mercer.

the quality of our Monthly Dinners.
especially that on December 8th, at
splendid scale. The food was Mrs,
the grace was in Ethiopian, given

Our new President, settling down to work, supported the toast
of The King with one for indisposed George Be pall. The Company f s
greetings were dispatched to Ivor Lewis, also absent through illness. Then we cleared away the dishes, moved aside the tables,
and submitted ourselves to the Entertainment Committee.
Ted Watson has asked Ernest Berry and his accompanist, Henry
Atack, to give us some songs. In fine baritone he gave us a
selection that was well chosen and delivered, and received much
applause. It was a treat we shall look forward to enjoying
again.
Then we nearly went home, so modest was Chuck Matthews about the
entertainment value of some colour photographs he had made on
trips to Kapuskasing with the Deputy-Minister of lands and Forests, Frank MacDougall; but stayed when Chuck explained that the
Deputy-Minister, having the entire North Country to choose from,
had picked him for company. That seemed reason enough for us to
tag along too.

-JAM '

- 3 So, with Chuck, up and away we flew on a course for James Bay,
while Chuck held his camera over the side to get a shot of his
snug Algonquin cabin from a new angle. All day he held it over,
taking pictures that thrilled us. It reminded us once again
that he is a photographer of great ability, with the eye of an
airtist. We flew to Kapuskasing, landing several times en reute
to snap the locals, then turned south to Sudbury and Copper Cliff,
where we circled the stacks at the Snelter, and then returned by
way of Tlmagami to Algonquin Park. There is some mighty fine
scenery up there, plenty of good timber, lakes that have never
been fished, and somewhere along the line of flight there is a
place full of lovely girls in bathing suits, who obliged Chuck
with some very nice pictures.
Then - more songs by Ernest Berry, and so ended a very enjoyable
evening.
The Christmas Dinner. Itfs too bad that our hall isn't about half as large
again. Requests for tickets were filled in the order in which they were received , and when all the accommodation was sold it was unfortunately necessary
to suspend the sale of tickets. The moral is obvious - for Club functions, secure your tickets early.
The company assembled in the library at 6:30 p.m. for, as the programme put it,
"Ods Bodkins and What-Not". This seems an odd way of putting it, but we judge
that something new had been added.
Promptly at 7 p.m. members took their places at the tables and a few minutes
later the richly-garbed procession entered, led by the Jester. Followed then,
"Ye Boar's Head Procession", with Ruggles George, Lacey Amy and Colin Campbell
acting as Seneschals. (In case you are as ignorant as we were, the Concise
Oxford defines "Seneschal" as "Steward or major-domo of a mediaeval great house"),
The grace was recited by Ye Goode Abbot Canon Ward, the choir responding with
"Non Nobis Dominie", after which the company feasted on Mrs. Webster*s traditional Christmas fare, to the accompaniment of carols sung by the Club Choir,
led by Fred Silvester.
Special welcome was extended by the President to Mr. Bartholomew, President of
the St. GeorgeTs Society; our old friend and non-resident member, Herb Moore;
George Pepall; Eric Heathcote, back after five years overseas; Mr. Arthur Frost,
the U.S. Consul-General; and Bob Pepall and Bunny Willan, sons of members.
Dinner over, members had an opportunity to admire, the decorative scheme, featuring the adventures of Good King Wenceslaus, carried out by Stan Cooper and
a group of artists,
The programme of entertainment opened with Bertram Brookerfs "What on Earth, A
Christinas Muddle Drama". It appeared that he had, even as had Dickey Wagner,
run into trouble with his cast. Napier Moore was bed-ridden - on to the stage
~ Mazz appeared swathed in bandages (having broken his baton), Carl Pemberton
had a stomach-ache, and George Patton fad a feadache. Edgar stone was also in
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the cast. However, Napier Moore, although obviously in great distress, came
to the rescue with the assistance of the fore-, and hindquarters, of a deer or
an antelope or a faun or something and, with the further assistance of Sir Arthur Sullivan, and to the great pain of Mr. W, S. Gilbert, sang a ditty about
club dignitaries•
At this stage, Santa Claus drove in view in a hospital bed, sending up great
clouds of the aitches dropped by George Patton. Oh! On checking our little
list, we find wefve omitted mention of Good King Wenceslaus Pleming who, having
been suitably titivated by Earle Grey, deigned to descend to the piano and render a clever one-man opera*
followed then, "here today, gone tomorrow" Reginald Godden in a group of delightful piano numbers* Regfs playing was indeed a welcome addition to the
programme, and we were all glad to see him back in town.
A Grieg1s "Land Sighting" was eung by the Club Choir, led by Fred Silvester,
and with George Lambert as soloist. The choir rendered a group of carols, old
and new, bringing the programme to its traditional "Noel" conclusion with Sir
Ernest MacMillan at the piano. Congratulations to Ted Watson, Chairman of the
Entertainment Committee, and to all his many assistants for a job well done!
The Toronto Conservatory of Music. Members were greatly interested to learn
of the acceptance by Mr. Edward Johnson, of the Chairmanship of the Board of
the Conservatory. We congratulate him on this appointment and on the opportunity it affords him to make a contribution to the cultural life of Canada.
Perhaps it is not too much to hope that eventually Mr. Johnson may make his
home in Canada. The January number of "The Musical Courier", of which Joe
Whitmore is Canadian representative, will carry an article on the work of the
Conservatory and on Mr. Johnson.
News from California, Most of us know something of the work of the Pasadena
Playhouse, the State Theatre of California and perhaps the leading theatre of
its kind in the U.S. Recently Alan Sullivan was honoured by having his play
"The Jade God" (a dramatized version of his novel of the same name) produced
there. Alan Sullivan has blazed a new trail for Canadian letters, for this is
believed to be the first play by a Canadian to be produced at The Pasadena
Playhouse.
Toronto Symphony Orchestra News. The current issue of T.SfO. News carries an
excellent article "On Listening to Music" by our President, Mr. Ettore Mazzoleni.
We recommend to all Members that they read this very interesting article. Our
President, according to the News, "has great charm and wit, a rather reserved,
sauve manner covering a dynamic and colourful personality."
Sir Ernest MacMillan has conducted the T.S.O. on a tour to Guelph, Hamilton,
Kitchener and London. Everywhere, the Orchestra was met with generous praise
and received rapt attention.

- 5 The School for Design, With interest we watch the progress of this new development of the Arts in Canada, under the generalship of Fred Haines. He is selecting his lieutenants with great skill and care. His Pleiad at Nassau Street is
under Eric Aldwinckle, with Frank Carrington, Jack Martin, Nick Hornyansky,
Gustav Hahn heading, respectively, the Departments of Furniture Design, Textile
Design, Metal Plate Printing, and Interior Decoration. We await with pleasurable anticipation the influence which we are sure this new School will have on
our Canadian way of life,
The J. E. Sampson Exhibit - this from the pen of Bill Colgate.
Those members of the Club who were fortunate enough to see the
recent exhibition of black and white figure drawings by J. Ernest Sampson must have been impressed by the distinction of their
linear treatment. Above all else Mr. Sampson is an accomplished
draughtsman, and, in a day when drawing is at a discount, it is
a keen pleasure to view the work of one who handles the crayon
with such deftness, firmness and assurance. His evident mastery
of his medium enables him to depict the human figure with precision, character and marked individuality. Thus these drawings
are not only satisfactory as portraits of men in action, but are
generally pleasing as decoration. A no slight achievement in
work done to anotherfs specifications. The dramatic effect achieved in the paintings designed for the Massey-Harris book of
performance showed a like skill in the effort to blend beauty
with utility, or the natural response to the artist's visual impression with a sense of what is due to the client. Commercial
art, if we may call it so, gains appreciably in prestige and usefulness at such hands.
The Gauthier-Finlay Exhibit - another contribution from Colgate.
We are indebted to Joachim Gauthier and Fred Finlay for an exhibition in November of some landscapes and figure studies outof-doors. There is little in Mr. Gauthier1s autumn scenes to
suggest the season of mellow fruitfulness. It is quite a different side of Nature he turns to us: the sere and yellow leaf
of an aging year. Overcast skies, bleak hillsides, a sodden
road that loses itself at the turn, straggling houses edging
green slopes under pale sunshine after rain, grey cloud-banked
skies whose weight is accentuated by touches of luminous blue,
rain-washed, make lyrical in an adequate if a minor scale, the
colour and movement of early autumn in the north country. Sun
after Rain and Highway and Hills, both done at Whitney, were
especially rewarding for their rich simplicity and austere
beauty.
In sharp contrast to these low-toned pieces are the ripe lushness and homely warmth of Fred Finlay1s summer sketches in oil,
of the district round "Whitney and the bolder land of the mining
settlements• His Boys on the Beach (the titles are mine since

- 6 the pictures were without label), The Wayside Station, which requires only the ambulant station cat to complete it, and Old
Village Houses have a feeling for place, time and season with
all the delightful spontaneity of spot sketches. His colouring,
no less than his drawing, attracts, by its palpable freshness,
truth and vigour. Indeed, their air of verisimilitude makes them
readily recognizable as generic portraits of places familiar in
Ontario without loss of their original identity, no slight an
achievement.
The Hallam Exhibit, We are indebted to Bertram Brooker for the following —
There was a new liveliness in Syd Hallamfs paintings on the Club
walls which caused much comment, Syd has always been noted for
his design sense, and he now has added a vibrancy of colour,
handled with great technical dexterity, which appeals to fellow
artists and laymen alike. Each sketch deserved and repaid close
scrutiny* This was especially true of several in which the artist showed that he is particularly happy when a road is his subject. Four of the best things in the show were "Back Road, Lake
Simcoe" (unfortunately hung in a remote corner), "Road to Agincourt", "Road to Whitney", and "First Snow", The last was a road,
too, with fine plastic quality in the foreground. Syd is said to
be happier about his painting than he has been for years, and this
is reflected in the freshness and vitality of these latest sketches.
New Members - We welcome to membership the following gentlemen. We trust that
they will make full use of the facilities of the Club, So that we all may become acquainted with them, we ask that their sponsors introduce them to their
fellow members. We ask also that these new members, in the possible absence of
their sponsors, make themselves known to their neighbours at Club functions.
Professional
Wendell P. Lawson
David S . Smith
John M. Hodgins

Etcher
Artist
Musician

Henry Atack
B. M. Tate
a. A.Phare

Musician
Editor
Writer

Non-Professional
J, A, M. Galilee

William A. Hogarth

Russell Whitely

LADIES DAY - January 12th ~- was graced by a record attendance and by a musical
programme of singular beauty. Directed by Healey Willan, members of his choir
of St, Mary Magdalene sang two groups of old Carols, some of them rarely heard,
Elie Spivak and Healey Willan played in a Sonata for violin and piano, by Willan,
Refreshments by Mrs. Webster of the customary Websterian quality contributed to
most delightful afternoon.

— 7 -*
Homecomings ~~ Ivor Lewis recently returned home, greatly refreshed and strengthened after a period of rest and recuperation in the hospital. Members will
rejoice in Ivor's recovery and we hope to see him soon about the Club. His
nephew, Capt. John Watson, of the Irish Regiment and well-known to Club members
is also due to return home from overseas.
Do you know that we saw at lunch in the Club the other dayf Rev. F.J. Moore, a
non-resident member all the way from Cincinnati?
that C.W. Jefferys journeyed to London recently to speak at an exhibition of his work in that City?
that while in London he spoke also to the Historical Club of the University of
Western Ontario? —— that Fred Kemp has been re-elected to the Council of the
Township of North York?
that Bill Humphreys has now returned from England,
after a three months1 visit and that at a recent luncheon members listened with
great interest to his experiences? — - that Scott Carter and L.A.C. Panton have
volunteered to prepare the illustrated Executive Lists, about which we wrote
last month? —•- that under the direction of Dr. Charles Peaker, the Conservatory
Junior Choir gave a concert at the Art Gallery on December 16?
that someone,
apparently fearful of the success of the Revue, hung on the pass-door a sign,
"Don't Slamf!? — that R. York Wilson, O.S.A., and Hedley Rainnie were elected
Associates of the Royal Canadian Academy at the Montreal meeting?
that Cyril
Glyde gave a half hour viola recital over CJBC on December 21? —
that Geoff
Hatton was Guest Star at a Clarkson performance of "H.M.S. Pinafore" and Geoff
will appear in the forthcoming Eaton production of "Ruddigore" and "Floradora"?
—
that Healey Willan is the subject of an article in the current issue of the
Canadian Review of Music and Art?
that the beautiful quarter of venison
which Members recently enjoyed to the full, was donated by Edgar McAllister,
whose yearly gifts of Restigouche salmon are so much appreciated?
that Godfrey Ridout and Geoff Hatton produced "Patience" at Victoria College last month?
•-•— that Geoffrey Waddington has been re-instated to membership?
that Fred
Haines and John Coulter represented the Club at a meeting of The Canadian Arts
Reconstruction Group? — that Norman Ingram has been elected Chairman of the
Book Publishers' Branch of the Board of Trade? -— that Reg Godden has written
a tarantella for Ibsen's "A Doll's House", which is being produced this month
at Actor's Equity in New York?
that John Coulter is writing a three-act play
based on an old Russian novel? -— that Non-Resident Member Arthur Phelps opened
the Canadian Group of Painters' Exhibition at the Art Gallery?
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H E C T O R

C H A R L E S

W O R T H

It was as recently as December 27 we saw our charter member at Massey Hall, apparently in the best of health, and
yet today, the last day of the year, we have to record the
fact that he is no longer with us.
Born in Hamilton seventy-three years ago, Hector Charlesworth became at a very early age a contributor to "Saturday Night" and rapidly came to the forefront of Toronto's
musical and literary circles. Mutch of the success of the
C.B.C. is due to the years he spent as head of it. Not
only had he been a member of the Club since its inception,
but he had the distinction of being one of those present
at the very first organizational gathering.
To his son and daughter, and to his brother and sister, we
extend our heartfelt sympathy.

NOTE OF THANKS - Your Editor greatly appreciates the assistance of the many
members who contributed to this Monthly Letter. Even as this edition is being
turned over for mimeographing, the next one is in preparation. Wonft you assist by sending news items to Norman Ingram at the Club?

0O0-—

January 16th., 1946.
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The Monthly Dinner - The January dinner was held on the 25th# Following the
customary conviviality in the Library, we enjoyed another of those Club dinners so excellently planned by our energetic chairman of the House Committee,
George McMurtrie. For entertainment Ted Watson presented Bill Morton1s qAiartette in a well-chosen group of numbers which proved so popular that many will
linger in our memories. The members were Jack Reid, first tenor; Bill Morton,
second tenor; Ernest Berry, baritone; and John Harcourt, base,
John Fleetwood Morrow lately returned from Overseas, gave us a vivid account
of his duties and trials as an official photographer with the Canadian forces
in England, France and Holland. John is no mean raconteur; his fthair breadth
1
scapesw were told with modesty and restraint*
The next monthly dinner will be held on Saturday, February 23.
The Spirit of Canadian Democracy - This is the title of an interesting anthology edited by Margaret Fairley, wife of our member Barker Fairley, and published by Progress Books. Among those represented in this volume are Lister
Sinclair, E. J. Pratt, Marcus Adeney, A. Y. Jackson, Arthur Ehelps and John
Coulter. A copy has been added to the Club Library.
Ladies1 Day - For many years it has been a Club custom to have a Ladies1 Day
around the New Year. Usually some items from the Christmas Dinner have been
repeated for this event. This year Ted Watson struck a new note and presented
the St. Mary Magdalene Singers (under the direction of Healey Willan), and
Elie Spivak. It goes without saying that a delightful musical treat was the
result.
The Singers presented, unaccompanied, a group of carols ranging in period from
the sixteenth century to the present day. It is of particular interest that
two of the composers represented are Club members, Robert Fleming and Healey
Willan. Healey also is the composer of "Sonata in E Major" which he played
with Elie Spivak*
The Current Art Show - It is always pleasant to see new members entering into
active Club life and so we give a very special welcome to the work of Adrian
Dingle, which is presently on exhibition* Included are several seasonal landscapes and two portraits - all in oils.
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The Monthly Dinner - The January dinner was held on the 25th« Following the
customary conviviality in the Library, we enjoyed another of those Club dinners so excellently planned by our energetic chairman of the House Committee,
George McMurtrie. For entertainment Ted Watson presented Bill Morton1s <juartette in a well-chosen group of numbers which proved so popular that many will
linger in our memories. The members were Jack Reid, first tenor; Bill Morton,
second tenor; Ernest Berry, baritone; and John Harcourt, base.
John Fleetwood Morrow lately returned from Overseas, gave us a vivid account
of his duties and trials as an official photographer with the Canadian forces
in England, France and Holland, John is no mean raconteur; his fthair breadth
1
scapes" were told with modesty and restraint*
The next monthly dinner will be held on Saturday, February 33,
The Spirit of Canadian Democracy - This is the title of an interesting anthology edited by Margaret Fairley, wife of our member Barter Fairley, and published by Progress Books, Among those represented in this volume are Lister
Sinclair, E. J. Pratt, Marcus Adeney, A, Y, Jackson, Arthur Fhelps and John
Coulter. A copy has been added to the Club Library,
Ladies* Day - For many years it has been a Club custom to have a ladies1 Day
around the New Year, Usually some items from the Christmas Dinner have been
repeated for this event. This year Ted Watson struck a new note and presented
the St, Mary Magdalene Singers (under the direction of Healey Willan), and
Elie Spivak. It goes without saying that a delightful musical treat was the
result.
The Singers presented, unaccompanied, a group of carols ranging in period from
the sixteenth century to the present day. It is of particular interest that
two of the composers represented are Club members, Robert Flaming and Healey
Willan. Healey also is the composer of "Sonata in E Major" which he played
with Elie Spivako
The Current Art Show - It is always pleasant to see new members entering into
active Club life and so we give a very special welcome to the work of Adrian
Dingle, which is presently on exhibition* Included are several seasonal landscapes and two portraits - all in oils.

The Sehool for Design - Eric Aldwinckle, who took charge of this school
ing the untimely passing of Frank Caimichael, reports considerable progress,
despite shortages of material. The total enrolment is around 400* About half
of the students are under the Department of Veterans* Affairs, A good deal of
talent is being shown by the ex-service men and they benefit from their maturity. They are anxious to catch up on the lost years and exhibit a fine spirit
towards their work, Eric states that there is a marked contrast between the
two types of student.
Back to the Old Job - J. D. (Dave) Ketchum has returned to the Department of
Psychology of the University of Toronto after three years with, as he puts it,
ff
that iniquitous body, the Wartime Information Board in Ottawa". Dave was in
charge of the Reports Branch. He tells us that he will be glad to give a five
minute musical report on his doings n to any members who can bear to listen to
It".
The Next Dramatic Production - On March 6, 7, 8 and 9, there will be produced
on the Club stage a play "Oblomoff" written by John Coulter and based on a
Russian novel of the same name.
Wondering just what inspired John to write this play we sought him out and
give to you his statement:
ff

The Russian novel from which this play is derived was first published in 1858. Oblomoff, the subject of the fictional portrait,
since he embodied in his own character the characteristics of a
whole class, soon became a sort of symbolic figure, and his name,
as Mr* Maurice Baring once said, r.... passed into the Russian
tongue, just as Tartuffe has passed into the French language, or
Pecksniff into the English tongue.1
M

I first read the novel fifteen years ago. I thought it at least
a minor masterpiece, wise and gentle and full of good himour, and
deeply charitable. I thought that, by inference, it illuminated
the historic causes of profound change in the Russian scene• And
I felt sure that one day I should want to make it into a play,
For that reason I carried the book with me wherever I went. During those fifteen years it has, literally, never been out of
reach. If I went away, even for a week-end, it was in my suitcase. I loaew that one morning I should wake up, eager to start
at once to write the play. And the morning arrived - the twentieth of November last. When I woke up, there was Oblomoff,
yawning his head off, patiently waiting to be let in. I hurried
downstairs, swept off my desk whatever was on it, started to
write, and next week the play was finished.
n

Now it is in the good hands of our
of the stage, and the audience. If
should come wandering by, I hope he
what he sees. ffOnce more I raise my
rest in peace.

collaborators; the company
the ghost of Ivan Goncharoff
will not be too perturbed by
cap to him. May he still

i-

3

Members will want to supjpbrt this Club effort &nd are therefditej requested to
apply early for their tickets; W. Easoh Edtiqphtfeyd (at the Club) i s in eharge
Of ticket sales, assisted by Frank Dowsett, AUgUdtus S&lth and Ai#*
t^
NEW MEMBERS
The Club membership now being at the constitutional limit,
there is a Waiting List.
As vacancies occur it becomes
possible to elect new members.
We are pleased tS welcome
the following newly elected professional members# We trust
they will participate to the full in Club activities for
in an organization such as ours the benefits derived are
in direct proportion to the contribution made*
Gordon Payne - Artist
Eric T. Heathcote - Artist (from Non-Resident
Membership)
Neil Morrison - Director of Talks, CBC
Michael Barkway - BBC representative in Canada

Operation Musk Ox - Hearing from Jack Bush that Ronald York Wilson had been
accredited as official artist to this operation, we immediately sought full
particulars. Possibly feeling that his literary talent is not on a par with
his artistic talent, Jack turned us over to his friend, Charles Hatchingsf
whose name is on the Waiting List for Club membership. With a straight facet
we assured Mr. Hutchings that a <ftrade test" is necessary before his application can be considered by the Executive Committee. As a result we can give
you the following from his pen:
ff

R« York Wilson donned parka and packsack recently to join the
Canadian Army-Air Force expedition known as Operation Musk Ox1
at Fort Churchill on Hudson1s Bay where they register temperature
only in one direction from zero. The purpose of the military expedition is to experiment with men and equipment at such tempting
temperatures as sixty degrees below zero. The operation will take
a bunch of rugged, scientifically-clad Army characters in Snomo~
biles from Tort Churchill up to the Arctic region and on down to
finish at Edmonton some months later. Ron Wilson was accredited
as an official artist and attached to the press camp for the purpose of sketching and painting what goes on under such conditions.
Before leaving he undertook some personal experimental work at a
fast freezing plant in Toronto. He plans to spend a few weeks with
f
Musk 0xf and the results of his trip should be interesting. If
and when his teeth stop chattering on his return, we hope to hear
about his experiences and see some of his sketches.n

DO YOU KffOW that G. D. Atkinson gave a lecture to the Ottawa branch of the
0#M.T.A#? —
that the problem of hotel accommodation in Montreal is so acute
that Ed. Corbett, on a visit to that city, was compelled to commute from St.
Anne de Bellevue ~ twenty miles away? — — that Charles Comfort gave a talk to
the Young Men's Canadian Club? — - that Norman Ingram has been elected Chairman of the Book i>ublishersf Branch of the Board of Trade? —
that Jack Ridpath
exhibited at the Gallery show, "Design in the Household"? ~ - that Harold Gully
has been confined to bed with sinus trouble? - — that it is pleasant to see
George Pepall up and about again? - — that Mrs. Websterfs excellent cooking attracted an all-time high attendance at luncheon last month? ---that G.D. Atkinson
adjudicated the piano classes at the Toronto East Musical festival last month? —
.... that Bill Humphreys, delighted with an air trip to Halifax last month, now
shows signs of deserting the sea and is presently on a flying trip to the Pacific coast? —
that Napier Moore is on a lecture tour in the U«S.A.? — - that
Fred Haines is arranging for an exhibit in the club of the works of our late
member, Frank Carmichael? --- that Earle Grey has written a full-length stage
play "Esther the Queen", the story being taken from the Book of Esther? —
that Earle has also prepared a four-part radio version of this play? —
that
Herman Voaden has been elected President of the Canadian Arts Council? - —
that Alan Sullivan and Ernest Gauley are leaving Toronto to live in England
for the next year or two? —
that both wish to retain their Club membership
and have been transferred to the Non-Resident list?
that we look forward
to the publication of a new study of Goethe on which Barker Fairley is presently working? —
that on January 11 Boris Hambourg had as luncheon guests
at the Club the Budapest String Quartette - Josef Roismann, Violinist; Edgar
Ortenborg, Violinist; Boris Kroyt, Violist; and Mischa Schneider, 'Cellist?'—
.... that the February issue of "The Canadian Forum" contains an article
"Music and the Community" by Marcus Adeney?
that Clifford Poole, following his successful appearance as guest artist with the T.S.O. gave a recital
at the Eaton Auditorium last month and will give another recital at the Beaches
Library on February 20? — — that represented in the O.S.A. Little Pictures
Show at Avon House are Fred Brigden, L.A.C, Panton, J.E. Sampson, A.J. Casson,
Hedley Rainnie, Hebert Palmer and Sid Hallam?
•... that "Hammy" Gardiner gave the shirt off his back to our president?
that Harvey Marshall is moving to Halifax to become Branch Manager of Canadian
Postage Meters Ltd., and that he will welcome a visit from any members who
happen to be in Halifax? — . - that the staff of the Toronto Public Libraries
have established the Charles Graham Sanderson Memorial endowment fund in memory
of the son of Sandy Sanderson who gave his life at Falaise in 1944?
that
Earle Greyfs radio play "The Poor Can be Proud" can be heard over the CBC network on February 28 at 8 p.m.?

— 5—
The rare privilege of Honorary Life Membership in The Arts and Letters Club
was recently conferred on Sir E. Wyly Grier, R.O.A., for long and valuable
services to the Club and for eminence in his Profession.
Member Wyly writes:
"Nothing could have given one more pleasure than your message.
Please convey to your Executive Committee my deep appreciation
of the sentiments expressed about myself; and assure them that
my honorary life membership is a great satisfaction to me; and
possibly will continue to be, for a period extended by the invigorating treatment the Club has kindly given me # w
(Fairview Inn, Lennoxville, P^.)

The demands of business kept your editor out of town
for the greater part of January.
He is therefore
particularly grateful to those who kept him informed
of the happenings of the past month*
Without this
assistance he could not have composed this letter*
He asks that you keep up the good work and assures
you that each day he is in the Club he anxiously
looks for mail* News items, no matter how trivial,
are always welcome.
Address your letters to Nonnan Ingram, Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Even now the March letter
is in preparation„

February 21, 1946.
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The
M o n t h l y
D i n n e r
- Two dinners have been held since the
last issue of the monthly letter. At the first "Manny" Hahn gave a demonstration of modelling in clay. To all it was a fascinating demonstration of
creative art, later in the evening Geoff Hatton played selections from some
of the very rare records in his collection.
At the dinner held on March 30, I. B. Lucas gave a talk on his favourite hobby, Dwarf Apple Trees. This was followed by an exhibition of slides of photographs of by-gone days in the Club. As the announcement promised, this was
"not instructive, but certainly amusing"*
H a r o l d
Gully
R e p o r t s ;
"I am pleased to be in a position
to report that, on a recent Saturday evening, the Toronto Chapter of the Society for the preservation and encouragement of Barber-Shop Quartet singing
in America Incorporated held a shindig behind closed doors at the Albany Club
and the following members of the Arts and Letters Club were found in:
Augustus Bridle
Ernest Berry
William Morton
Hamilton Gardiner
And the Barber-Shop boys sure turned out some sweet mounds of corn."
E a s t e r n
A r c t i c
P a t r o l - Dr. Dennis Jordan made a second
trip on H.M.C.S. Nascopie to the Arctic in the summer of 1945. Once again he
took with him his movie camera and we enjoyed an evening of his latest film.
In the absence of the president, "Chuck" Matthews presided. The film was a
further revelation of the exquisite light and colour of the far north, as well
as of the life and activities of the dwellers there. Dr. Jordan's explanatory
comments were highly entertaining,
O b l o m o f f
- We are indebted to the Drama Committee for a fine production of this latest play by John Coulter. The cast consisted of Bud Khapp,
Dixon Wagner, Robin Cumine, Eric Aldwinckle, Mary Ericson, Earen Glahn and
Norman Green. Earle Grey directed, while Ted Watson was stage director. Sam
Mcllwaine was stage manager and Archie Chisholm designed the three scenes.

- 2 Archie has done many fine jobs on our stage and the applause which greeted the
set of Act Two was a well-merited tribute. To these members, as well as to
the many others (including especially Messrs. Tedman, Howard, Macdonald, Morrow,
Walker, Humphreys and Alexander), the Club extends thanks for a job excellently
done. As for the play, suffice it to say that John Coulter has sold an option
for Broadway production.
The
C a r m i c h a e l
for the following review:

"The art
pression
as a man
the Club
enduring

. S h o w

-

We a r e

i n d e b t e d t o L. A. C. Eanton

of the late Franklin Carmichael was a faithful exof the man himself. Those who knew and admired him
will have felt again in his works on exhibition at
the familiar characteristics that earned for him an
reputation as an artist.

There is, in them, an inflexible honesty of purpose, an unswerving love for fine craftsmanship, a boldness and a vigour, allied to the poetic vision of a dreamer. In none of
them is there the slightest evidence of the poseur or the
self-conscious interpreter; in none, either large or small,
any relaxing of those standards which his devotion to his
art and his love of his native landscape impelled him to
maintain at any cost. The number and quality of these pictures, only a small fraction of the work of his lifetime,
is a fitting monument to one of the most earnest and versatile of Canadian artists."
T h e
ing:

M e m b e r s h i p

C o m m i t t e e

asks us to p r i n t the

follow-

Non Resident Membership
Non Resident members are invited to review the conditions under which they hold their Non-Resident Membership (see clauses
5 & 16 of the Club Constitution), and to apply for transfer
when in their opinion a change to Resident Membership applies.
Sponsorship
We were often amused at items appearing in Army Orders, such
as, - "It has come to the notice of the authorities that troops,
in charging the enemy with the bayonet, shout THooray.ft. This
practice must cease forthwith, and the word fHurrahIf as laid
down, must be employed." However, the Army did get things done,
and we are asking members to study their Club Constitution clause
14, when sponsoring candidates for Membership. Applications without full information and a supporting letter mean paper work for

Ate

- 3us and delay for your candidate. Note that the sponsors must
be "members of the Club who have been in good standing for at
least two years, one at least of whom shall be an active worker
in one of the Arts"*
L i b r a r y
Notes
Three essential works of general reference have
been added to the Club library: "The Canadian Almanac". nThe World Almanac"
and "Whitaker's Almanac", The 1946 "Canadian Almanac" consists of nearly 800
pages packed with accurate facts and statistics concerning Canada* "The World
Almanac" covers the United States in general, while Whitaker's classic volume
deals comprehensively with the United Kingdom, the British Empire and the world
as a whole. These three reference books provide a mass of varied information
invaluable to the reader or student.
Many years ago the late Dr. J. M. MacCallum (Fresident 1916 - 18) presented to
the Club an autobiography by the late Sir Hubert von Herkomer, R.A, This valuable volume is missing from the Library shelves and is earnestly sought for by
Fred Brigden for reference purposes. Will any member who may have borrowed it
and forgotten to return it please do so and acquire merit?
T h e

H a r t

H o u s e

Q u a r t e t

t e

-

A n o t e from B o r i s Ham-

bourg, written from Birmingham, Alabama, tells of a six-week tour through the
United States. In addition to Boris, Cyril Glyde is a member of the quartette.
From all accounts the tour has been a successful one, taking the quartette into
several of the southern states such as Missouri, Texas, Georgia and Alabama.
Another feather in the cap of Canada?
The
Eaton
O p e r a t i c
S o c i e t y - Learning that this is
Tommy Crawford's twenty-first year as conductor of this group, we asked him to
send us a few notes regarding his work with it. He wrote us that he took over
as conductor in 1925 from Reginald. Stewart, who, incidentally, has retained
his membership in the Club although now living in Baltimore.
For the first six years it was a choral society with over 200 members and such
works were given as "Hiawatha", "Mystic Trumpeter", "Judas Maccabaeus" (with
Richard Crooke), and the "Golden Legend of Sullivan" (with Sir Ernest MacMillan
at the organ). Since it was reorganized as the Eaton Operatic Society, every
Gilbert and Sullivan opera has been given except "Sorcerer", "Utopia" and
"Grand Duke".
This year a departure from the Gilbert and Sullivan tradition was made when
the society produced that famous old musical comedy "Floradora". (Geoff Hatton,
as Anthony Tweedlepunch, played the balcony scene from Romeo and Juliet!)
Tom points out that Leslie Stuart who wrote the music to "Floradora" was a Roman
Catholic Church organist in London of the name of Barrett, and an authority on
plainsong.

- 4 As a postcript to his letter Tom added the following:
"Curse my pen and all its blots
Leaving such untidy spots.
Please excuse them, Brother Norm*,
If I promise to reform.
Erithee Sheaffer bland and sleek
Make a pen that will not leak;
Then this life may happier be,
?ree from care and 'blotteree11 !"
Grand
R i v e r - By kind permission of Mr. John McClelland of McClelland and Stewart, the publishers, we quote from Mabel Dunham's recent book:
"It came as something of a surprise to Alexander Graham Bell
when, in 1906, he received a cordial invitation to be the
guest of the Brantford Board of Trade......
The people of Brantford took their distinguished guest to their
hearts. He was one of them again. The evening banquet given
in his honour was a memorable event. His audience taxed the
capacity of the hall...•
This occasion was all that was needed to inspire the organization and incorporation of the Bell Telephone Memorial Association. It had a dual purpose, to commemorate the invention of
the telephone and to perpetuate the name of the inventor. There
was an immediate and a generous response when it was proposed to
erect a suitable monument in Brantford. An invitation was extended to the most eminent sculptors of Europe and America to
submit models of proposed memorials. Nine artists entered the
competition. W. S. Allward, of Toronto, was declared the winner, since his model was unquestionably the most generally approved.
"To commemorate the Invention of the Telephone by
Alexander Graham Bell, in Brantford, in 1874."
This unusual monument is admirably located in a gore formed
by three residential streets. It is approached by a series
of granite steps and surrounded by a we11-landscaped plot
known as the Bell Memorial Gardens. The monument and its environment are unparalleled on the continent in point of originality and appropriateness."

- 5—
NEW MEMBERS

The following gentlemen have been elected to professional membership.
We give them a hearty welcome.
H. Li Allward
Humphrey Carver
John ¥. Hunt
John layng
Blake H.M. Tedman

-

Architect
Architect
Artist
Architect
Architect

D e i r d r e
of
the
S o r r o w s
- Canada*s first full-length
opera received its world premiere on Saturday, April 20, at 2 p.m. on the TransCanada Network and on a network of U.S. stations. All members, particularly
those who attended the reading of John Coulter's libretto at the Club several
months ago and who heard Healey Willan play part of his score on the piano,
looked forward to this important musical event with the keenest interest* It
sounded almost like a Club Showl Both librettist and composer are prominent
Club members; the conductor was our president, Ettore Mazzoleni; Albert Whitehead was the chorusmaster; Ernest Morgan the producer, and William Morton,
George Lambert and Ernest Berry among the starsJ

DO
YOU
K N O W that Napier Moore recently returned from a lecture tour .
which took him as far south as Mexico City?....that, while Napier was waiting
to board a north-bound plane in Mexico City, who should step out of an incoming
plane but Dunnington-Grubb, bound for Guatemala?..., that John Fleetwood Morrow
will shortly move to England to take up residence there and, as a consequence,
has transferred to the non-resident membership list?
»••••• that Bernard Radley acted as chairman at the inaugural meeting of the
Association of Textile Mill Representatives and, for his pains, was elected
secretary of this group?..... that Ernest Morgan, at lunch the other day, gave
a practical demonstration of the ability (or should it be inability?) of a
much-advertised fountain pen to write under water?.,...
..... that Jack Bush won the Rolph-Clark-Stone award with his picture "Village
Procession" in the O.S.A. show?
that Bob Rourke staged "Iolanthe" this
month at Pickering College?...,, that E. G. Sterndale Bennett is conducting a
drama-class at the Conservatory?..... that Earle Grey directed "God's Friday",
a Passion Play by Canon Ward, in St. Stephen's Church?..... that included in
the .cast were Percy Schutte, James Dean and Norman Leach, while Sam Mcllwaine
was stage manager?...*.

- 6 • »... that a recent visitor at the Club for lunch was Captain Norman Walker,
a member of the Savage Club and general manager of the Arthur Rank film interests?. .••; that Miss Isobel tepall, M.B.E., daughter of George Pepall, has
been appointed Matron of St. Dunstan's Home for Blinded Veterans lp. England?
.... that non-resideAt member, Alan Wilkie, and his wife are making a threemonths1 , professional tour of Canada and that while in Toronto Alan visited
the Club for lunch?
that currently to be heard on the 10 a.m. school
broadcast is Earle Greyfs series "The Adventures of Canadian Eainting"?•*..•
• •«•• that H. 0. Kettle is the National Secretary of the Federation of Canadian
Artists?
that he is also chairman of the very active Community Centres
Committee of the Canadian Arts Council?
that R. York Wilson is president,
Jack Bush vice-president and H. S # I^lmer secretary of the Ontario Society of
Artists?..... that there will be no further dramatic production at the Club
until the fall?
that in order to facilitate a fall production the present
drama committee will remain in office until November I?..... that Lister Sinclair's play, "The Case Against Cancer", produced by Andrew Allan, was heard
over C.B.C. a few nights ago?..... that the final Club dinner for the season
will be held on Saturday, April 27, at 6:30 p.m.
..... that items for the next Monthly Letter should be sent to Norman Ingram
at the Club?
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR IT IS APPARENTLY EXPECTED OF THE PRESIDENT THAT m SHQULO HAVE A MESSAGE FOR THE CLUB. BUT THE PRESIDENT IS NO EVANGELIST, HE MIGHT LOOK WITH OPTIMISM INTO THE FUTURE, BUT THIS WOULD BE WEAK-MFNOED, • AS IT IS EASY TO MAKE THE
FUTURE WHAT YOU WILL, AND IT OFTEN CALLS FOR COURAGE TO FACE THE
FACTS OF THE PAST, HE MIGHT LOOK BACK WITH PRIDE UPON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE LAST FEW MONTHS. BUT THIS WOULD BE IMMODEST, AS
THE CREDIT BELONGS ELSEWHERE, AND THE MOOTHLY LETTER HAS ALREADY
TOLD THE STORY OF THOSE MONTHS AND ASSIGNED THE CREOIT V\HERE IT
COULD. HE MIGHT REFLECT UPON THE PRESENT. BUT THIS WOULD OFFER
THE STRANGE PARADOX OF THE LAST MONTHLY DINNER WHEN THERE WAS A
RECORD ATTENDANCE AND THE OLD WERE YOUNG ONCE AGAIN AND THE
YOUNG WERE BEARDED.
PERHAPS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT MESSAGE WOULD BE — SILENCE,

MAZZOLENI

Open
a i r S h a k e s p e a r e - During Convocation Week, on June 4
and 5, Trinity College is sponsoring open air performances of "Twelfth Night f \
Apart from the intrinsic interest of such a production it is worthy of special
note because several club members will take an active part* The play will be .
directed by Earle Grey with Sam Macllwaine as stage director. In addition,
Earle will play Malvolio, a role in which he has appeared many times in England both on the stage and in pastoral productions* Geoff Hatton will repeat
his performance of Feste, the Clown, which he gave years ago in a memorable
production at Hart House, Other club members in the cast are George Patton
(who also played in the Hart House production) and Vincent Tovellt The ticket
sale is in the capable hands of Bill Humphreys who tells us not to be afraid
of the weather-man as arrangements have been made to transfer the perfoimance
to the Great Hall in Trinity College in the event of rain, snow, hail or what
have you.

- 2 At
the
m o n t h l y
dinner
on April 27 the Club was host to the
Charter members and others of the art fraternity in Toronto in the gay nineties;
the preliminary hub«bub in the lounge was like a convention of visiting firemen,
judging from the warmth of the reception given the prodigal sons, who, in turn,
highly appreciated the opportunity of meeting their old friends. With a record
attendance, tables for the overflow had to be laid in the lounge. After ftthe
King'1 the president wielded a new baton, a gavel sent by a New York admirer
through our member, Edgar McAllister, Napier Moore making one of his customary
pithy perorations in handing over the gavel which will rule our destinies, An
interesting snapshot of the slanderbund sextette in their fthide-outtf was sent
to the Club by Tomo 0, Marten, who was not able to join in the re-union. This
exhibit confirms Gus Bridlefs legend of the birth of the Club among this group,
and the photograph will be duly pasted in the book of the Chronicles of the
Clubo On stage, the programme arranged by Ted Watson had just the right ingredients of music, satire and comedy. Everyone got home in ttme for a last pipe before bedtim©* (Billy Alexander)
The
,0_g_a o.e
Church
R e r e d o & - On Palm Sunday, April 14, in
Graee-Church-on-the-Hill| was consecrated the magnificent reredos which was the
work of Scott Carter and Ted Watson, and the gift of the Hon. R.C. Matthews.
The monumental nature of this work may be gauged from the fact that the reredos
is 24 feet high and 12 feet wide* It took Scott nearly a year to make the design and Ted another year to do the carving*
Of the reredos the Rector says: "I think it is true to say that the result of
the skilled artistry and workmanship that has gone into the making of the reredos exceeds even the high hopes of the donor and the artists. Here we have
something probably unique in Canada, something which is commanding universal
admiration."
We understand that there will shortly be an exhibit on the Club walls of the •
sketches and working drawings accompanied by photographs of the finished reredos*
W h a t
of
the
E s k i m o s
Dr. Dennis Jordan has given us a
couple of interesting, movie-illustrated talks on his two trips north on the
Eastern Arctic Patrol of R«M.S. Nascopie. In the current issue of the Canadian
Medical Association Journal he reports the medical findings of his trip. Your
faithful editor has waded through pages dealing with the A, B and Rh blood factors* If he (that is your editor) is not completely muddled, it appears that
Dr« Jordan has definitely established that the Eskimos are not of Mongolian origin,
This is indeed interesting but it deepens the mystery of where the Eskimos
did come from.

*L0

been a member of the Club
~ Archie
for a long time and, while members are familiar with his work in relation to the
designing of stage scenery for the Club production, very few realize that he is
an artist in his own right - that he is a superb draftsman and a water-colorist
of outstanding ability.

J
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- 3 His water-colors bring back the charm of the English landscape. These days,
when so many people feel that drawing is not necessary, his drawings of the
Canadian scenes are refreshing - intimate records of farm and landscape.
P o r t r a i t
Wanted
- The taxi-driver looked tough: a good, husky
young Canadian who probably spat inwardly (sic), as he overheard the long-haired
talk of his passenger, a member of the Arts and Letters Club. Having arrived at
the member's house, the driver followed to the door and said there was something
he would like to mention* John Coulter (who had paid his fare) wondered, what
could be so bothering the man as to get him all fidgety and excited. He invited
the man into the house, and in the hall the following conversation took place.
TAXIMAN: Yourre a member of the Arts and Letters Club, sir?
COULTER: Yes.
TAXIMAN:

Say, I hate to bother you about this, sir, but I been
wanting to ast some of yous gentlemen.•«•»

COULTER:

What?

TAXBIAN: Well, it's like this, sir* One Sunday morning when I
was a kid - back about 1925, I guess - I was playing
on the corner of Bay and Elm and a guy comes up to me
and says he's an artist and will I come and let him
paint a picture of me. So I goes with him, right into
the building where yous has your Club and up to a room
upstairs and he sets me up in a chair and he paints my
picture: a kid in a red sweater. Gee, it was wonderfult Just like it could speak, I can see it yet, like
it all happened yesterday. Lots of times I figured on
going right in and asting if that artist's still around
and if he has the picture. Guess you'll think I'm crazy,
sir, but I,*., Well, sir, it's like thiss I saved some
pennies, and if that artist's still around and would sell
me that picture.... But I guess even if he has it he'd be
wanting a whole lot for it, way out beyond what a guy like
me could pay....
The taximan gave his name and telephone number. Now he is waiting, eager for •
news of that portrait of a boy in a red sweater. Liaison: John Coulter.
T a y l o r
S t a t t e n
s a y s - that flying over the Atlantic is all
right just as long as the plane keeps moving. He recently flew to Switzerland
for an executive meeting of the Y.M.CA. World Alliance at Geneva. The trip
over was made in a Constellation Clipper in thirteen hours and everything was
lovely, but engine trouble on the return trip, with one motor finally going
dead, has tended to increase his appreciation for ocean travel by water*

- 4 Taylor says that the representatives from the European countries were loud in
their praise for the part played by the Y.M.C.A. in the resistance movement.
A very pressing need now is the re-education of the youth of the occupied countries who, during their formative years, have been encouraged to use every
means of deception against the enemy. Having been taught to lie, steal and
kill 3 it is no easy task to now teach them the ways of moral living.
At the close of his summer camp season in September, Taylor will go to Sweden
for a meeting of The World Boys 1 Work Committee of which he is Chairman and
will then visit the Y.M.C.A.Ts in the European countries. He is booked for
an International Youth Camp Conference in Uruguay in January and will visit
all the Associations in South America before returning home in March to get
ready for the 1947 camp season in Algonquin Park*
DO
YOU
K N O W that Ted Watson (HA 6924 or GR 6375) is anxious to receive ideas for programmes for next season's Monthly Dinners?,.. * that Fred Haines
is preparing an exhibit of photographs taken by Club members?.. 9 that, if you
have any photographs suitable for exhibition, you should get in touch with Mr*
Haines at the Ontario College of Art (EL 2972)?„.. that the next exhibit planned
for the Club walls is a collection of prints by Nicholas Hornyansky?*. •
#if that Rai Purdy has returned from Active Service?,,., that the Executive Committee has approved the purchase of 100 additional chairs (allegedly non-creaking)
for use at Club functions?.• . that Harry Haines has returned from a vacation in
Bermuda?*., that "Julius Caesar" is being currently broadcast in serial form by
the C.B.C. with Bud Khapp, Bernard Braden, Frank Peddie 5 Tommy Tweed and Lister
Sinclair in leading roles?..•

**• that Hedley Rainnie will shortly move to New York?... that Sir Ernest Macmillan is much in the news just now with his summer trip to Brazil, and his visits to Montreal in June and July to conduct, respectively, Bach's n St. Matthew
Passion" and the "Orchestra des Concerts Symphoniques"?*„» that Frank H. Brown f s
"Pattern for Prosperity" has been added to the Club Library?* o . that John Coulter
and Healey Willan have received hundreds of congratulatory messages on the recent
performance of "Deirdre of the Sorrows?",., that many of these came from points
as far off as England and Ireland where the opera was heard on short wave?...
.•. that this is the last Monthly Letter until the Fall?
IN MEMORIAM
IT IS WITH REGRET THAT WE RECORD THE PASSING OF A MEMBER
OF LONG STANDING, ERNEST F. ELY, WHO JOINED THE CLUB IN
1914, AN ENTHUSIAST IN ALL THINGS HE UNDERTOOK (AND ESPECIALLY IN HUNTING AND FISHING), MR. ELY WAS WELL KNOWN
TO US FOR HIS KINDLY PERSONALITY. WE MOURN HiS PASSING
AND WE EXTEND THE SYMPATHY OF THE CLUB TO MRS. ELY AND
TO HIS FOUR SONS,

May 28, 1946*
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O C T O B E R
HONOURS

FOR

-

1946

C3UB MEMBERS

The Dominion Day Honours List brought the following decorations to Club Members:
Dr. A. Y. Jackson, C.M.G#
Dr* E. J. Rratt, C.M.G,
J. de N. Kennedy, O.B.E.
Gilbert E. Jackson, O.B.E.
W. F. Prendergast, O.B.E.
We extend our heartiest congratulations to these gentlemen and enjoy basking
in the reflected glory.
E x e c u t i v e
P a n e l s , An attempt is being made to complete the executive committee lists which hang in the library* Messrs* Finlay, Carter and
Hallam completed very fine pieces of work some time ago and now Stanley TUrner
has turned in the list for 1940 - 41. It is, as one would expect from an artist of the reputation of Stanley Turner, an excellent piece of draughtsmanship.
The design surrounding the names is symbolic of various Club activities. Robert Hubbard has framed this panels and this latest one is now hanging in the
library.
Messrs. Casson, Trevor, Carter, Watson and Eanton are at work on other lists
and it is hoped that they may complete their work very shortly. However, eight
lists remain to be done and volunteers are asked to drop a note to Norman Ingram,
c/o the Club. Here is a fine opportunity to make a contribution of permanent
value to the Club#
Next
Club
P I a y. The next Club production will be a three-act,
period play entitled ^fThe Quality of Mercy". It has been written by Earle
Grey who will also act as producer. Archie Chisholm is building the scenery
and Scott Carter is giving advice and assistance on the heraldry involved.
Sam Mcllwaine will act as stage manager, Kit Carson is looking after the costumes, while the ticket sale will be in the hands of Bill Humphreys. Make a
note of the dates - Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October 16, 17,
18 and 19,

- 2 The
B o h e m i a n
C l u b . During the summer your editor had extended
to him the privileges of the Bohemian Club in San Francisco, This famous club
was founded in 1872 "for the association of gentlemen connected professionally
with Literature, Art, Music and Drama, and also those who by reason of their
love and appreciation of these objects may be deemed eligible"#
In 1906 the Club building was destroyed by fire
almost all the art treasures and records of the
the Club soon got going again and after several
commodious building in 1934, The membership is
It is
those
point
men -

interesting
of our Club
of interest
there being

following the earthquake and
Club were destroyed. However,
moves erected their present
now almost 2,000#

to note the objects of the Bohemian Club are identical with
and that the Club is conducted in very similar fashion. One
is that, in Club shows, all the female parts are played by
an absolute taboo on the participation of ladies in these*

The Club operates "The Bohemian Grove" which is situated a hundred miles from
San Francisco, Here, with cottages to accommodate the members, many of the
activities of the Club are conducted during the summer.
Fletcher Markle has left for Hollywood to
World
T r a v e l l e r !
join Orson Welles as a writer. Later he will go to New York, and then, early
in the New Year, to England to make movies for Sir Alexander Kbrda. Later
still he expects to go to Trans-Jordan to make another movie.
Post
B e l l u m , There are times when some of us may cynically question
the joys of the post-war period, but we are united in saying that it is a real
joy to see so many of our members back from service and once more around the
Club. Among those whom we have noticed are Eric Aldwinckle, Jim Craig, Harvey
Doney, W. J. Meikle, Robin Merry, Heathcote Pepper and Frank Chappell. We welcome these men back. Doubtless there are others who have escaped the editorial
eye but to them we extend an equally hearty welcome and beg their forgiveness
for not mentioning them by name.
E i g h t y
Years
Y o u n g ! One of our charter members, Owen Staples,
0,S.A., celebrated his eightieth birthday in September and received many congratulations. "Stape", as a member of the Club chorus, has missed very few of
our Christmas gatherings. Herers hoping he'll be with his fellow tenors, come
Christmas,
" S a m m y "
At this season1 s first Club dinner held the other evening, the
President spoke with deep feeling of the much regretted absence of Ernest Gampson, due to a serious illness, A motion was put to the meeting that the Secretary be asked to convey a message to the absent member expressing the Club*s
warmest sympathy and most sincere good wishes.

The response to this motion on the part of the members gave convincing evidence of the high place "Sammy" holds in our affections,
From the day when Ernest Sampson made his first appearance at the Arts and
Letters Club in 1910, his contributions to the life and interests of the Club,
have been on an increasing scale. His first big job for the Club in the Old
Rooms at Court Lane was the painting of the brilliant composite portrait of
Club Members which now hangs in the Lounge, and is generally regarded as one
of our most valuable historical records.
His most recent contribution, equally brilliant in execution and in grasp of
character is the charcoal portrait of George Pepall drawn a few months ago,
which is so greatly admired by artist and lay-man alike.
These two works span a period of 35 years in Sammy's life and that of the
Club; - years which have included such diverse activities as eleven portraits
of past presidents and other prominent members, and appearances in innumerable
stage presentations in which his remarkable capacity for delineating character
was displayed in whimsical make-up and a great flair for pantomime.
As Chairman of the Entertainment Committee during a number of years, Sammy
displayed another facet of a remarkably versatile mind,
Tbe organization of Club entertainment, - of Jamborees and Christmas dinner
pageantry has never been done more effectively nor originally than under his
chairmanship.
Through the two-year term of his presidency the vitality of the Club was maintained at a high point, and his influence in stimulating the interest of the
artist membership was of great value.
Those of us who have seen him at work in his beautiful garden, or, in his hours
of ease, playing his piano, just for his own amusement, or have listened to him
discoursing of the Arts with deep sincerity and strong conviction, have been
made to realize that here is a many-sided character blessed with great gifts
and generous in his sharing of them.
On
the
W a l l s . The display on the walls during the months of August
and September, of Scott Carter's original, full-size drawings for the reredos
for St. Thomas' Church and Grace-Church-on-the-Hill respectively, was an un- •
usually interesting collection of detailed working drawings of saintly figures
in church history. These were sculped in wood and stone by a fellow member
and a versatile craftsman, Ted Watson. Another fellow member, R# GK Matthews,
was the donor of the work at Grace-Church-on-the-Hill,
Past
P r e s i d e n t s , Two additions to the "Hall of Fame" of past
presidents have taken their places on the wall, along with their predecessors,
~ Alfred Chapman, by Sid Hallam, and George T. Pepall, by J, E. Sampson.
Arts and Letters are represented in this galaxy by seven artists, four writers,
three musicians, three architects, as well as a librarian, university dean,
doctor, lawyer, high commissioner and last, but not least, a lay member —
twenty-three in all since 1908,

T w e l f t h
N i g h t , So successful was Earle Greyfs open-air production
of "Twelfth Night" in the Trinity College quadrangle that two further performances were given in September* In the caste we noticed George Patton, Earle
Grey and Geoffrey Hatton, and also two sons of members Christopher Patton and
Anthony Grey, Several other Club members helped with the production, notably
Godfrey Ridout, who wrote the music, and Augustus Smith, who directed the orchestra*
The
M o n t h l y
D i n n e r . Each year September marks the beginning
of our series of monthly Club dinners. After the usual ceremonies in the library a "full house" of Club gastronomes sat down to enjoy George McMurtriefs
culinary efforts. Dinner over, we enjoyed sparkling entertainment provided by
Ted Watsonfs committee, George Lambert acting as M,C. in the unavoidable absence
of Ted.
Gordon Hallet opened the programme with three piano numbers - Kabovelskyfs
"Sonatina", Lisztfs "Etude in F Minor", and Debussy's "General Lavine Eccentric" - played in his usual brilliant manner. Then Arthur Bartlett, back from
five years1 service overseas, and accompanied by Henry Atack, literally "laid
f
em in the aisles" with "Sonnet XVIII" by W. A. Aiken, "The Adoration" by John
Ireland, "The Merry Wanderer" by Martin Shaw, and Hughfs "Song of the Road"
from "Hugh the Drover" by Vaughan Williams.
Our attention then turned to the stage where, with Scott Malcolm at the piano,
George Patton, Napier Moore and George Young presented a very laughable skit
on the joys(?) of peace, George Patton, we are told, wrote the skit, with interpolations by the other two. Scott composed the music and included some bars
from Tommy Crawford's last-spring Revue.
The
A n n u a l
M e e t i n g . The Annual Meeting of the Club will be
held on Saturday evening, October 12. The list posted on the notice board indicates the following have been nominated for election:
President:
Vice-Pres ident:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Associate Secretary:

Ettore Mazzoleni
Fred Haines
George McMurtrie
Augustus Bridle
Harry Tedman

Executive Committee:

(Five to be elected
to serve for Two Years)

P, Norman Alexander
Colin Campbell •
Burwell R, Coon
D P # B. A. Corbett
Dr, Harvey Doney
W, Eason Humphreys
Randolph MacdonaId
Erneat Morgan
Clair Stewart
A. T. Wilgress

- 5 In addition the following, elected last year, serve for a further year on the
executive committee;
George Lambert
Dr. Healey Willan
Ivor Lewis
Ted Watson
Bruce Matson
Do y o u
know —
that George Young and Herbert E. Moore, formerly professional members and later non-resident members, have been reinstated as resident professional members? --— that George Patton will play the leading role,
a serious one, in tfThe Quality of Mercy"?
that Fletcher Markle wrote and
produced "Three's Company" which was heard over the Columbia Broadcasting System?
— — that John Drainie and Hedley Rainnie starred in this play?
that Fred
Haines is heading a group of ten artists who will paint, on the walls of the committee room, a mural depicting our Christmas Dinner?
—•- that the luncheon attendance continues at a high level? —
that a memorandum
of the Arts Programme of UNESCO has been received and may be found on the library
table? - — that during the summer Fletcher Markle, Hedley Rainnie and John
Drainie appeared with Orson Welles in New York in one of the programmes of the
Mercury Summer Theatre? — — that Sid Watson is now on Fred Haines1 staff at the
College of Art?
- — that Jim Craig is drawing plans for a $400,000 extension to Earl Haig Collegiate Institute? - — that Fred Kemp has been appointed a member of the Metropolitan Town Planning Commission? - — that Vince de Vita and Harold Gully have
been elected to the Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Toronto?
that
Napier Moore spent the summer sailing along the Nova Scotia coast?
- — that Bill Humphreys has taken unto himself a wife? — — that Dennis Jordan
showed his Arctic movies in Boston last month? — — that Brendan Mulholland has
forsaken v«he simple life of the country and is now a mere city-dweller? —
that Bernard Radley has gone into business for himself?
- — that Ivor Lewis is up and about again and rarinf to go?
that "Mazz" and
Rex Battle were guest conductor and guest artist respectively at a recent "Prom"?
—-- that John Morrow expects to return to Canada next spring?
that Nick
Hornyansky gave a summer course on transfer methods at Rhinelander, Wisconsin?
~»— that Fred Haines reports an all-time high registration at the Ontario College of Art?
~ - that we welcome to this vale of tears Eleanor Claire Mazzoleni and Walter
McKee Tedman? —
that Ned Eratt is not only working on some new sea-poems but
is preparing a school anthology of his poetry and that this will be published
in the spring?
that Sir Ernest Macmillan is back from Brazil after a thrilling trip—and with a fund of new stories? - — that Miss Isobel Pepall, M«B.E#,
has returned to Canada after three years1 service with the Red Cross at St.
Dunstan's Hospital in England?

- 6 ~
- — that Eric Aldwinokle is working on a mural for Sunnybrook Hospital?
that Bert Reed is in Toronto for a few months making a series of portraits for
"The National Home Monthly", "The Canadian Home Journal" and rThe Star Weekly"?
«-- that news items for these letters should be sent to The Editor, Monthly
Letter, c/o the Club?
I^.c^h. d i e n. The inspiration for this paragraph comes from George (Quotation)
Pepall who sat opposite us at the Club Dinner the other evening, George suggested that the motto of Club members might well be "Ich Dien". This is an excellent idea. A club such as ours prospers only if each member does what he can
to contribute to Club life. There are many opportunities for service—we need
help from artists> musicians, actors, stage hands, writers and just plain ordinary good fellows who will do whatever has to be done. Older members well know
this and have been generous in contributing their time and talent. This note
is addressed more particularly to the newer members who, we feel sure, are anxious to do their part, but hesitate to "put themselves forward". They should
not feel that way. If they will telephone the Associate Secretary, Harry Tedman,
at EL. 2111, he will record their offer and pass it on to the proper quarter.
Now gentlemen, as Napier Moore might say, if Ignatius Throgmorton had not said
it a hundred years ago, tTDon*t be backward about coming forward".
You will get out of our Club just what you put into it. Any of the active
workers will bear us out in this statement. This has been the personal experience of your editor who has been privileged for the last couple of years to
serve the Club in a humble capacity. With the preparation of this letter he
vacates the editorial chair. He is glad to have had an opportunity to be of
service to the club he loves so well; he thanks the many members who have supplied him with news items and who have helped in other ways; and he wishes his
successor the same pleasant experience which has been his, Ich habe gedientj
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IT GENTLY

As you will all presently learn - with increasing regret as the months elapse the Monthly Letter has a new editor in succession to Norman Ingram who for the
past two years has gladdened our souls and informed our minds so competently with
his countless nuggets of golden news set amid the gems of his pawky wit and wisdom. And of course no successor dare hope to fill his ample editorial chair fully:
cela va sans dire, as the Peerless One might phrase it. BQ that as it may, the
present locum tenens craves the plenary indulgence of his fellow members and solicits their generous assistance in providing copious news notes, scintillating
paragraphs and personal items. Now is the time for all good members to come to
the aid of their monthly chronicle. One of the philosophic consolations remaining
to the striving editor is the feeling that virtually each and every of his readers
could do the job better, so that should fee peradventure choke to death over a Club
joke, or ignominiously be liquidated by a beer-truck, he never will be missed, etc.
The Editor anticipates some acid criticism, - but what is a little acidity among
friends, especially to one indurated by the excoriating candour of the repartee between bosom Comrades at lunch?
Hail, Caesars! We who are about to die salute you!
The

A n n u a l

M e e t i n g

Despite inclement weather and heavy rain there was a large attendance at the Annual Meeting and election of officers on the night of Saturday, October 12, They
were all lusty trenchermen and did full justice to the excellent dinner provided
and served by Mrs. Webster and her competent staff.
In the Chair and duly robed President Mazzoleni called the meeting to order at 7
ofclock, with Harry Tedman as Secretary. The Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting (Oct. 13, 1945) were on motion taken as read and the business of the meeting
went briskly forward. The ballot papers had been distributed to the members for
the election of the Club officers and for five new members for the Executive Committee. The Chairman named Charles Thompson and Alex Hiare as scrutineers to collect the marked ballots, retire, tabulate the returns and report to him.

- 2 M e m b e r s h i p
While the ballots were being tabulated Walter Moorhouse presented a statistical
report of the membership for the Club year now closed. The membership stood Professional 245, non-professional 127, non-resident 88, There was a waiting-list
of 14 candidates for Professional and 8 for Non-professional,
House

C o m m i t t e e

George McMurtrie, Chairman, presented his report. The revenue from meals and tributary sources reached a total of $10,566. while the disbursements for the same amounted to $11,774., leaving a deficit of $1,208. caused chiefly by the uncontrollable rising cost of foods and services. The attendance at meals had steadily risen.
In the past Club year 16,148 meals had been served as against 13,955 in the preceding year. Though the deficit was approximately $30. more than last year, it was
nevertheless over $1,000. less than two years ago, Upon motion the report was unanimously adopted.
T r e a s u r e r
As Treasurer George McMurtrie presented a synopsis of the year's operations
showed that outstanding and unpaid fees amount to less than $100.; and that
the Club year 1945-1946 there was a surplus of revenue over expenditures of
which is a remarkably healthy condition of affairs. Upon motion the report
opted without dissent.

which
for
$1,313.
was ad-

E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Ted Watson's report gave details of the Club's monthly dinners in September, October, December, January, February, March and April; also regarding the Plays, the
Christmas entertaining, and in particular the Charter Members1 Night which proved
so successful that he recommended it be made an annual affair. Upon motion the
report was adopted.
Drama
I. D. Carson, Chairman, gave a verbal report covering the various activities of the
year which was received and adopted. Fred Haines for the Picture Committee, and
George Lambert for the Music Committee, also gave verbal reports of their activities
which were received and adopted.
The

S e c r e t a r y

GSus Bridle gave an appropriate and moving little address regarding Members of the
Club who had died during the year; Hector Charlesworth, Ernest Ely, William Drake,
Prof. A. E. Lang and William Mowbray, with an additional reference to Donald G.
French who died in 1945.

The

A u d i t o r

Past President G.T* Pepall spoke with keen appreciation of the care and efficiency
with which EUT. Jamieson & Co*, chartered accountants, had audited the Club books
for the past year and for many years previously. On behalf of the Club he gave
warm testimony of the personal loyal service of Harry Jamieson as a Member, A motion by Mr. Pepall that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Jamieson was carried with
applause•
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND NEW EXECUTIVES
The scrutineers duly handed the Chairman their report of the voting for the five
new members for a two-year term on the Executive Committee, and upon motion the
Secretary was authorized to cast a single ballot for the formal re-election of the
Club officers as follows:
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Associate Secretary:

The

Ettore Mazzoleni
Fred Haines
Augustus Bridle
George McMurtrie
Harry Tedman

Executive Committee:
Elected 1945
George Lambert
Ivor Lewis
Bruce Matson
Ted Watson
• Healey Willan

Elected 1946
P. Norman Alexander
W. Eason Humphreys
Randolph Macdonald
Ernest Morgan
A. T. Wilgress

C o n s t i t u t i o n

Most appropriately the meeting concluded harmoniously with the singing of the Club
constitution, prefaced by a short address from Dr. Healey Willan who composed the
setting and who explained the cause and purpose which led up to it. This is the
only Club in existence known to possess this unique feature. The Club Choir, directed by Fred Silvester and led by George Lambert sang it with real feeling and
beauty to the delight of the audience.
CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED
At the meeting of the Executive Committee held on Monday, October 21, with the
President in the chair, among other business the following Chairmen of the various Committees were appointed:
Membership:
House:
Entertainment:
Pictures
Editorial and
Library:

Bruce Matson
Norman Alexander
Ted Watson
Fred Haines
A. T. Wilgress

The Chairmen of these committees have power to add to their number if necessary.

- 4 "THE QUALITY OF MERCY"
The Arts and Letters Club presented "The Quality of Mercy", a new play in three
acts by Earle Grey, at the Club on the evenings of October 16, 17, 18 and 19 with
a cast of six players, - George Patton, Rupert MacLeod, Norman Green, John Lindsey,
Mary Godwin and Kathleen Kidd. The time of this stirring Elizabethan drama, abounding in good lines, dramatic situations and spiced with comedy, is set in the summer
of 1588, and the scene is laid in the hall of the Manor House of Oliver Mercy, a
free-living robust country gentleman residing near Plymouth. The presentation was
directed by the author, Earle Grey, and the performances were enhanced by a colourful and artistic set specially designed by Archibald Chisholm, to both of whom the
hearty thanks and appreciation of the Club are extended.
JOHN GIELGUDfS CANADIAN TOUR
Brian Doherty has returned to Toronto after a long stay in England and was given a
warm welcome when he recently came to the Club for his first post-war lunch. In
London he was Director of Repatriation for the R.C.A.F., but he found time to keep
in close touch with the theatrical world, and the British Council which officially
sponsors the export of the best - and only the best - British art in all forms.
Now Brian is promoting a Canadian tour of John Gielgud and a choice company of English players, opening in January at London, Ontario, with "The Importance of Being
Earnest", then on to Montreal for a week, and opening a weekfs engagement in Toronto
on February 3. The only other engagement on this side will be a limited run in New
York. Brian hopes to have the Irish Players, of the Gate Theatre, Dublin, following
on the heels of John Gielgudfs tour.
TENDERS FOR 1947 MAGAZINES
The Arts 8c Letters Club has as usual subscribed for various periodicals for the
coming calender year, and members are hereby invited to tender for their purchase
and possession as they become currently discarded. The two latest issues will be
kept on the Library table. As each new issue is placed on the table the successful
tenderer will be entitled to take possession of the discarded number.
The time for accepting tenders will close on Saturday noon, December 14, 1946, and
the awards duly posted on the Notice Board.
Members are urged to send in their tenders to the Secretary at the earliest opportunity to avoid missing any issue of the magazine purchased.
Following is the list of magazines with the regular subscription prices quoted for
the guidance of those who tender.
Canadian
Canadian Art
Maclean's
Magazine Digest
Saturday Night

$1.00
2.00
3.00
3.00

English
Architectural Review 1 9.75
Illus. London News
21.00
New Statesman
7.30
Punch
8.50
10.25
Sketch
Studio
7.50
Times Literary Suppl.
3.75

United States
Coronet
Life
Musical America
New Yorker
Theatre Arts
Time

$S.OO
5.50
3.50
7.00
3.50
5.00

- 5 "THEY SAY?

WHAT SAY THEY?

LET THEM SAY!"

Sir Ernest MacMillan, conductor of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, recently returned from a good-will tour of South America, was honored at a civic reception
in the Toronto Council Chamber and presented with an illuminated address and a
silver tray on October 10....* "The Blossoming Thorn", a collection of poems by
John Coulter, will shortly be published by the Ryerson Press. ... Two of our Club
members, Earle Grey and Prof, E.A. Dale, were recently given the Canadian Drama
Award,.,.. Raymond Card was recently elected President of the Shakespeare Society
of Toronto
The next monthly dinner will be on November 9 - make a special
note of the date,..,.
Concerning Fees: Members who have neglected to send in their fees will greatly
help a hard-driven Treasurer by doing so now, "He gives twice who gives quickly."
Already rumours and queries about a Spring Revue are to be heard in Club
circles. Napier Moore preserves the silence of the Sphinx but there is a portentous gleam in his eye when reference is made to it.,... The display on the Club
walls of etchings and water-colours by Jack Martin in latter October, drew much
attention
Many members would like to see a collection of Archie Chisholmfs
designs for stage sets displayed on the Club walls. There must be a considerable
number of these attractive sketches,.... Fred Haines reports that the mural decorations for the Committee Room are on the way. He also expects to have on the
Club walls a display of sketches made during the summer and autumn by several of
the members
Randolph Macdonald is planning sundry electrical improvements
for power entry, stage lighting, etc....
One of our newer, members who has returned to Canada after six years of service
overseas is in urgent need of an apartment or duplex to make a home for himself
and wife. He has had over a year of vain search and would be most grateful if
any fellow member could help him to find a suitable abode. A note to Bertram M.
Tate, c/o "Mayfair" Magazine, 481 University Ave., would be much appreciated,....
Canon J, E. Ward is presenting his play, "Godfs Plenty", the drama of the Book of
Job, directed by Earle Grey, at St. Stephen's Church on November 5, 6 and 7. The
drama is published by Longmans
John deN. Kennedy has had a pleasant summer
in his cruiser, "The Crusader", in the waters of Lake Ontario near Toronto.....
.Among the recent activities of A. Scott Carter have been the designing and making
of a silver processional cross, enriched by rock crystal, rubies and painted miniatures, for St. Thomas1 Church; and the design of a huge coat-of-arms of Queen
Victoria, 20 x 27 ft., for Strachan Hall, Trinity College, to commemorate the
granting of the Charter of the College in 1852. Ted Watson is executing the work....
The Times Literary Supplement for September 14, under the heading "Stories in Verse",
refers eulogistically to Dr. E.J. Pratt's new volume, "Collected Poems"
"Two
Solitudes", by Hugh MacLennan, is reviewed with lively appreciation in London "Sketch"
of September 18..... R.S. Clark took some excellent photographs of several of "The
Quality of Mercy" players..... On October 24 Major Stuart Armour, D.S.O., addressed
the Empire Club at the Royal York Hotel on the subject, "Do We Face Ideological Conquest?" The address was a grave warning of the serious menace to Canada of Russian
economic and political pressure. His words were all the more impressive because of
their licidity and restraint.

- 6 Please address all contributions and communications to:
Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto (2).

Editor Monthly Letter,

SAMMY PASSES ON
We are grieved to learn as we go to press
that JfErnest Sampson, a former President
of the Club,died at his home on the morning of Tuesday, October 29-th.

October 30th., 1946.

BEST WEEK DAY FOR THE MONTHLY DINNER?
Hitherto the Monthly Dinners have been held on a Saturday Night, but it has been
suggested that possibly another night would better suit the convenience of the
Members, In order to ascertain the wishes of the majority, will you please mark
with "1st" the day of the week which would be most convenient to you, and with a
ff
2nd" your second or alternative choice.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Name
Please fill in and mail to the Assoc, Secretary, The Arts and Letters Club,
14 Elm Street, Toronto.
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D E C E M B E R — 1 9 4 6
W A S S A I L !
Before the next issue of the Monthly Letter appears Christmas Day will have passed
and the New Year ushered in either devoutly or hilariously as the spirit dictates.
At the moment there is not apparent much peace on earth or good will toward men,
Quite the contrary. Nevertheless let us remember that in the whole world Canada
is of all nations in comparison undoubtedly the most fortunate. So - despite the
doleful effects of the Peace Conference wranglings which befog us each morning, and
the solid slabs of comic strips which depress us each evening - we wish our readers
in all sincerity a very Merry Christmas and a really Happy New Year!
PROSIT!
-—oOo—
' THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE LATE J. ERNEST SAMPSON
The funeral service for the late J. Ernest Sampson, held on Thursday, October 31,
1946, in the funeral chapel, 30 St# Clair Avenue West, was very largely attended
by his brother artists, business associates and personal friends. His old friend
Dr. Healey Willan was the organist, and the Rev. A.C. McCollum, of St. John's
Church, York Mills, recited the moving Anglican ritual for the burial of the dead.
The honorary pall-bearers, representing the various Art Societies of which the deceased was a member, were A.J. Casson, Royal Canadian Academy; Herbert S. Palmer,
Ontario Society of Artists; Ivor R. Lewis, Arts and Letters Club; Fred S. Haines,
Ontario College of Art. The active pall-bearers were artists and others who had all
been intimately associated with Ernest Sampson in business for almost a quarter of
a century; J.G. Gauthier, H.V. Shaw, R.T, Chandler, J.V. Coleman, A.J. Brooks and
W«E. Heather. The interment took place in Mount Pleasant Cemetery.
It is seldom that such a wealth of lovely flowers is seen at a funeral service,
and it seemed to his mourning friends peculiarly fitting that so ardent a gardener
should at the close of his life repose serenely surrounded by banks of the exquisite blooms he loved so dearly*
oOo

-.8 A STORY OF ACCOMPLISHMENT
Herman Voaden* of the Arts and Letters Club, is one of the Canadian delegates to
attend the first general conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) which opened in Paris on Nov. 19, The Chairman
of the Canadian delegation is Dr. Victor Dore' C.M.G., Superintendent of Education
for Quebec*
There is behind this an interesting story of accomplishment which is worth recapitulation. It begins in July, 1943, when a few members of the Arts and Letters
Club were chatting casually before lunch of the need for promoting the finer arts
throughout Canada and as to the responsibilities - if any - of the Club thereto.
A general meeting of the Club was therefore called to ascertain the views of the
members> with the result that the Club authorized the formation of an Advisory
Council to prepare a brief. In April, 1944, this Advisory Council presented a
comprehensive Report which was adopted and which, in effect, proposed that the
Club give its active support to the Dominion Governmentfs special House of Commons Committee (known as the Turgeon Committee) on Reconstruction and Re-establishment designed to expand the recreational, educational and cultural services throughout Canada. It further proposed a direct appeal to the Turgeon Committee for (a)
grants for projects employing Canadian artists during the post-war adjustments,
and (b) the foimation of a Canadian body approximating the British Council. The
British Council has for many years been promoting the spread of literature and art
throughout the Empire (especially in the more remote colonial regions) by means of
surveys, lectures, libraries, films, money grants and the encouragement of local,
effort.
The next forward step was in June, 1944, when a deputation from the Arts and Letters Club (including Sir Ernest MacMillan, George Pepall, Herman Voaden, Marcus
Adeney and John Coulter) appeared before the Turgeon Committee to give evidence
in support of the movement. In all there were fifteen briefs filed by the various organizations represented there, and at the request of the Chairman, Mr. J.G»
Turgeon, John Coulter read a summary of the briefs, following which a number of
witnesses gave testimony supporting their views. Painters, etchers, potters,
writers, musicians, actors and craftsmen were all represented. The Minutes of
the Proceedings and Evidence were printed in July, 1944, by the Kingfs Printer,
Ottawa, and copies sent to Members of the Arts and Letters Club.
For the sake of expediency there was formed in December, 1945, the Canadian Arts
Council to represent the interests of the sixteen national cultural organizations,
with Ernest Fosbery, Ottawa, Hon. President; Herman Voaden, Toronto, President;
A.L. Phelps, Montreal, Vice-President; Erma L. Sutcliffe, Toronto, Treasurer; and
Claude E. Lewis, Toronto, Secretary. It is as President of this Council that
Herman Voaden was selected to go to the UNESCO meeting in Paris. The French Government allotted the Hotel Majestic for the use of the organization. Twenty-five
Canadian painters and sculptors are represented at the exhibitions held as part
of the programme, including A.J. Casson, Charles Comfort, Emmanuel Hahn, Lawren
Harris Jr., A.Y. Jackson, Arthur Lismer, Frances Loring, L.A.C. Panton, and Elizabeth Wyn Wood.

- 3 UNDER BRAZILIAN SKIES
Sir Ernest MacMillan gave a vivid and highly entertaining talk to the members at
lunch on November 8 about his recent visit to Brazil, and his experiences in the
wonderful city of Rio de Janeiro with its magnificent crescent waterfront and its
mountainous background. The -unaffected courtesy and graciousness of the Brazilian
people was irresistible, but Sir Ernestfs description of his bewildering contacts
with his temperamental musical friends of the orchestra kept his Club audience rippling with laughter. Time was of no consequence whatever to these charming people,time simply meant wmanana",tomorrow or any other morrow in their sunny future• However, Sir Ernest!s frenzies of impatience all ended happily, his series of concerts
were lauded to the skies, and he departed in a shower of good wishes, blessings and
vows of eternal friendship.
AN EVENING OF MUSICAL DELIGHT
On Monday evening, November 18, Dr. Healey Willan's "sweet singers" from the choir
of St. Mary Magdalenefs Church charmed a goodly and appreciative audience in the
Club with a choice programme of Tudor madrigals, ninety minutes of continuous delight. Conducted by Dr. Willan the little choir, unaccompanied, sang their Elizabethan songs with exquisite grace and feeling. There is always something peculiarly affecting in such singing, and the effect was heightened by the fact that the
stage background for the occasion was the attractive set designed by Archie Chisholm for Earle Grey's recent play, "Quality of Mercy". Dr« Willan added to the
pleasure of the evening by brief biographical comments upon the group of gifted
composers who flourished in the late 16th Century and early 17th.
The numbers given were: "0 Lord, the Maker of all things"(Mundy, 1590); 0 Sacrum
Convivium and Ave Verum (Byrd, 1623); Hosanna (Weelkes, 1623); Sing we and chaunt
it, and April is in my mistress' face (Morley, 1604); To shorten Winter's Ending,
and Flora Gave Me Fairest Flowers (Wilbye, 1638); Dainty Fine Sweet Nymph (Morley);
Fine knacks for Ladies (Dowland, 1626); The Silver Swan (Gibbons, 1625); What saith
my dainty darling? (Morley); Hard by a fountain (Waelrant, 1595); 0 Let me look on
theej, and I know a young maiden (Orlandi di Lasso, 1594); Thyrsis, and All creatures now are merry-minded (John Benet, 1605); and for an encore, Reading Rota (1226).
"BOB" FLAHERTY FILMING THE
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Eaul Hahn has received an interesting letter and a number of photographs from his
old friend "Bob" Flaherty, dated Abbeville, Louisiana, where he has been making a
n e w filrri o f l i f e
ia tke <Bw£gla*&e. The prominent figure in the filia is a bright
"Cajun" (Arcadian) lad, Joseph Boudreaux, one of that remarkable race which for
generations has made its living from hunting and trapping the wild creatures of
the ETi'i'^lctiaiii^ii there is not a remote corner of the gloomy waterways of those
dismal swamps unknown to the "Cajun" hunter who is familiar with the habits and
disposition of the wildfowl, muskrats, deer, alligators, 'coons and all the denizens of that region. Superstition is still strong among the "Cajuns", to whom
werewolves are very real, as well as the mermaids who come up from the sea to bewitch mankind• "Joe" Boudreaux carries a bag of salt in his belt and a live frog

- 4 in his pocket to ward off such evil spirits. The photographic prints which Mr.
Flaherty sent to Mr. Hahn are striking, as one might expect from the man who made
such wonderful films as "Moana", "Men of Aran", and "Nanook"* The presentation
of Mr. Flaherty's new film will be anticipated with lively interest.
THE LATE ERNEST THOMPSON SETQN
Ernest Thompson Seton, naturalist, author and artist, died on October 23 at his
ranch home, Seton Village, New Mexico, aged 86. Born in England he spent his
earlier life in Lindsay and Toronto, and the scenes of his first work with pen
and pencil were among the ravines of Rosedale, For a time he was Provincial
Naturalist for Manitoba. Few artist-authors had so wide a vogue during a long
and diversified lifetime, and he enjoyed the personal friendship of both Rudyard
Kipling and Theodore Roosevelt. He was well known to the older artists of Toronto
and members of the Arts and Letters Club.
THE ARTS AND LETTERS CHJB ABROAD
"Jim" Wardropper has recently returned from England where he and Mrs. Wardropper
spent several weeks very pleasantly. He had more than one reminder of the Arts
and Letters when abroad. On the voyage over he sat at the dining-table beside a
man from New York who asked him if he knew George McMurtrie, and next morning at
boat-drill he stood beside Ernest R, Gauley, a fellow member, who with his wife
was going to England on a prolonged visit. The next contact he made with the Club
was in hearing "Bill" Morton and the others of the Studio "A" quartette over the
B.B.C. He says the food and the "smokes" are a little short in England but otherwise they lacked for little. He was impressed by the fact that Britain is making
steady and certain progress toward recovery from the war upset, and that the material wreckage of the war is being tidied up in remarkable fashion.
NOVEMBER MONTHLY DINNER
The last monthly dinner in 1946 was held on Saturday, November 9, with President
Mazzoleni in the Chair and in his usual good form. There were present over seventy
members who partook of one of Mrs. Webster's best dinners. When the tables were
cleared the diners let out their belts a link or two, sat back with their tobacco
burning and thoroughly enjoyed the programme of entertainment prepared for them by
Ted Watson. The first number consisted of a scene from Raymond Card's "The Immigrant" and was directed by Brownlow Card. The cast was composed of three members
of the Canadian Drama League: Earle Fisher as the Rev. Mr. Eastman, Douglas Ney
as the young immigrant Dick, and Mrs. Kenneth MacMillan as his devoted Aunt. It
was a cleverly acted bit of comedy and well deserved the hearty applause it received. Following this came a novelty,- Ned Ciashinifs accordion selections which
were a revelation of artistic skill and were encored vigorously. The third and
last number was by John Giordmaine, an old favorite of the Club who mystified and
delighted the audience by his magic wiles, his amusing patter and his prestidigitation. A more pleasant evening could not have been devised,- aye, and the programme ended at 9:45 so that all was quiet on the domestic front. Congratulations
to Br!er WatsonI

- 5 ARE YOU FLUENT ON YOUR FEET?
H # G t Hinton has made to Associate Secretary Teaman a provocative suggestion, viz.
that a group of 25 members form a public speaking class to hold weekly dinnermeetings from 6 to 7:30 p.m. sharp, after the pattern of the Toastmastefsf Club:
Object, to promote "artistic expression in public speaking/1 There are already
several Club members of outstanding ability as public speakers, some actually
famous; but what about the mill-run of the Club? Well, you all know what happens
at annual meetings, dinners and other lawful occasions when they have an opportunity to spill• Sitting at ease at lunch they may be voluble in artistic expression,- but on the hoof and facing a hard-boiled audience?!?? So if you wish
to acquire merit send in your name to H.G. Hinton, Arts and Letters Club.
INTERNATIONAL BOOK IL3USTRATI0N EXHIBITION
Our loquacious fellow-member, William Colgate, addressed the Association of Insurance Accountants on Canadian Art at their recent annual meeting at the Albany
Club, Toronto. His talk was made less tedious by the judicious introduction at
irregular intervals of lantern-slides in technicolour. The work of the operator,
who managed by some miracle to avoid running any of the views upside down, was
wildly cheered. The lecturer escaped by a side door to brag later as "the one who
survived". (A bow in the direction of Alexander Barmlne. Bitnamfs $3,75#)
Having stepped momentarily from the art pictorial to the art preservative, Typhoon
(no,-not Tycoon) Colgate acted as Canadian representative of the American Institute of Graphic Arts for their show of illustrated books (1935-1945) held at the
Pierpont Morgan Library, New York City, in October. An essay by him on book illustration in Canada, appears in part in the exhibition catalogue. (See magazine
table in lounge#~C.) We cannot say that we greatly care for it, though here and
there a member may be found who will see in it something of interest. But we are
not at all hopeful.
(Contributed by Wn. Colgate)
HOSPITABLE FRATERNAL GREETING
The Hamburg (0nt#) Stake: We have received a copy of the Monthly Letter issued
by the Arts and Letters Club, Toronto, This is the first sample of it we have
ever seen and we shall gladly add it to our exchange list. Give us a call, Brother, any time you are out our way in your old box of tricks,- the wife will be
pleased to meet you and they's always bacon and eggs in the larder, and maybe a
keg of apple-jack or some such (if you believe in irrigation)•
COLOURFUL EXHIBITION OF PICTURES
The walls of the dining-hall were adorned during November by a choice collection
of pictures in oils and water colours which was marked by plenty of colour and a
diversity of subject and treatment,- altogether a particularly entertaining exhiof work done by Club members during the summer season. Fred Haines arranged for
the display and among the artists kind enough to contribute were Fred H. Brigden,

- 6 Bertram Brooker, Jack Bush, F.S. Challener, Adrian Dingle, Robin Cumine, Fred
Finley, F.F. Fissi, J.S, Hallamj H.W. James, Louis Keene, T.W. McLean, H.S. Palmer, L.A.C. f&nton^ G.Di Pepper, C*J. Travers and York Wilson* Mr. Haines has
intimated that he has the material for another exhibition*
I,. B^ XUCAS ON HIS TRAVELS
I.B, Lucas writes to Norman Ingram from the Savage Club, Carlton Terrace, London,
to say that he has been bicycling through France and England with an observant
eye upon their orchards. In England he called upon Howard Dunington Grubbfs brother, pomoldgist of the famed English Experimental Station at East Mailing, Kent.
Mr, Lucas1 new bobk, "Dwarf Fruit Tfees for Home Gardens0 is now on sale in the
U.S., though unfortunately the dust-cover by Eric Aldwinckle has been somewhat delayed. tfI.Bt" notes* incidentally* that the Savage Club is an oasis in an arid
land, and that the food is excellent there*-almost equal to that provided by Mrs.
Webster—and half the price of that elsewhete in the city.
DEATH OF A DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIST
Drf Lawrence Vincent Redman, Burlington, Ont., a non-resident member, died suddenly in Toronto on November 25, in his 66th year. Dr. Redman had been living
at leisure for the past 14 years on his farm near Burlington, but prior to his
retirement he had been a conspicuous figure in the international scientific sphere
of chemistry and the recipient of many high honours and scholastic degrees. He
was a graduate and a Fellow of the University of Toronto which conferred upon him
the honorary degree of Ph.D., and he was also given the D.Sc. degree by McMaster
University. He was also awarded the Gold Medal of the Society of Chemical Industry of Great Britain for his contributions to chemical science. When the Redmanol
Products Co. of Chicago was merged with the Bakelite Corporation he was appointed
vice-president and director of research.
FOREST HILL CONCERT AND THEATRE SERIES
The Community Centre of Forest Hill Village is putting on a Concert and Theatre
Series this Winter in Bessborough Hall, Central School, all Monday night performances. The first was given on November 11 by Elie Spivak and Miss Frances James.
The next on December 9 when the Earle Grey Players present "Twelfth Night", and
on January 13 the year will open with Ettore Mazzoleni and his Chamber Orchestra.
On February 10 Mine. Lubka Kblessa will be the star of the evening in a piano recital. The Volkof Canadian Ballet will be the attraction of March 10,and the
series will conclude on April 10 with the Parlow String Quartette.
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GRATUITY

Opportunity has been provided during former Christmas
dinners to show in a tangible way our appreciation to
the staff for the splendid way in which they have
cared for us during the year.
In order to reach all of our members it was felt that
a direct appeal should be made and we now ask you
that you send your cheque to our treasurer, George
McMurtrie.
Make cheques payable to the
Gratuity Fund, 14 Elm Street.
DO

Arts and Letters Club,

IT NOW !

"THEY SAY? WHAT SAY THEY?

LET THEM SAY!"

Mrs. Emmanuel Hahn was an alternate delegate to the UNESCO meeting in Barist
G.T# Pepall and G.J, McMurtrie spent a pleasant week at the Seigneury Club in
November.... Bertram Brooker has been elected Vice-President and Treasurer of the
Canadian Society of Painters in Water-Colour, and Sydney H. Watson as Secretary,...
H»L, Deacon has returned from a ten weeks business journey by air to Englandp Baris
and Stockholm.••• Members desiring Membership cards may obtain them by applying to
the Treasurer, George McMurtrie.... Dr. C. Gordon Snith has been demobilized from
active service and is taking up residence and practice in Halifax, N.Sf...
Emmanuel Hahn is doing the "North-west and Arctic" panel of the mural decorations
of the new Bank of Montreal building at King and Bay Sts.... The Earle Grey players will give two special performances of their "Twelfth Night" in the Art Gallery, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, for the benefit of the High School pupils, and on
Friday, Dec. 13, for the Members of the Art Gallery..., The Civic Theatre Association presented "Wings Over Europe" in Hart House Theatre on Oct. 29-30, with two
Club members in the cast: Frank Venables as Lord Vivian Vere, and W.S. Milne as
Sir Berkely Rummell.... John D. Robins is again to the front with "A Pocketful of
Canada", over 400 pages of some 200 selections from the works of one hundred Canadian writers of prose and poetry, fully illustrated. An invaluable work for reference....
Frank H. Brown, a non-resident member, late of the Department of Reconstruction,
has been appointed Deputy Minister of Revenue for Taxation in succession to C.
Fraser Elliott, who has gone to Chili as Canadian Ambassador.«.. I.D. Carson recently offered (in "Saturday Night") an amusing solution of the Canadian flag
problem, viz. a field of dense fog with a pinkish fringe and a dazzling constellation of stars of the soporific sort familiar to the boxing fraternity.... Many
votes have been polled as to the best day of the week for the Monthly Dinner, but
those who have not will oblige greatly by tearing off the lower part of the last
page of the November Monthly Letter and recording their choice....

- 8 Any suggestions for adding to the gaiety of the Christmas Dinner on Saturday,
December 28, will be welcomed by the Chairman of the Entertainment Committee, Ted.
Watson.*.* E. Cyril Glyde, has moved to Auburn, Ala., where he has joined the musical staff of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute..., Our sympathy to Woodruff
Aykroyd in the loss of his father, George Aykroyd, who died in Toronto on November
22 in his eighty-fourth year* He was famous in Canada and the U,S. as a designer,
builder and sailer of superior boats and as an artist of high merit,,,. On Wednesday
evening Dec. 11 there will be a Ladies' Night at the Club when a colour-movie by
the American Film Centre, directed by Eugene Ford and entitled "The Red Wagon", will
be presented. Owing to the length of the film the picture starts at 8:15 sharp,.,,
A feature of the Monthly Dinner in January will be a "Quiz" contest. If any member
has a suitable question (with the correct answer) to offer it will be gratefully
welcomed by the promoters, George Patton and Ernest Morgan. It promises to be a
highly amusing night.
From The Hamburg (Ont.) Stake: We notice our old friend Harold Gully has a good
piece in the Bowmanville Statesman the other day Re "Athalete's Foot" and how
about it, Harold swings a hefty pen and at all times has a great command of language. We also see another nice piece of his in a magazine a while ago in regards
to "diaphragm breathing" which it appears will add one cubit unto your stature and
make you live pretty nigh as long as Father Noah.
Archibald Chisholm is the latest addition to the ranks of the grandfathers in the
Club, for on Nov. 12 a fine little boy appeared to gladden the hearts of Mr. and
Mrs, Duncan A. Chisholm. Many years of happiness to Master Denny Brian!
Norman Ingram was elected by acclamation as Deputy Reeve of the Township of North
York at the nomination meeting on November 22. Hearty congratulations to Norman,and to the Municipality fortunate enough to secure his services. No better man
could have been chosen,
••Holly Leaves", the Christmas number of the Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News,
London, has a striking double-page illustration in colour by J.S. Hallam depicting
the building in 1860 of Holy Trinity Cathedral, New Westminster, British Columbia.
The Rev. George Hill was consecrated on Feb. 24, 1859, in Westminster Abbey as the
first Bishop of British Columbia,
oOo—If you know of an interesting bit of Club news send it to the Editor, Monthly
Letter. And your petitioner will ever pray, etc., etc.
IMPORTANT NOTICE RE FEES
Members who have overlooked the payment of
their Annual Fees (due October 1st) are
kindly requested to give this important
matter their immediate attention. It is
essential to the welfare of the Club.

December 9, 1946,

