
2020
Ring in the New Year!

with your host Gord Fulton 
and pianist Morgan-Paige Melbourne

7:00 p.m.
Cash bar
8:00 p.m.

Gourmet four-course dinner
After dinner: 

Late-night sweets table and espresso bar
Midnight: 

Ring in the New Year with champagne
$75 

Reserve early to avoid disappointment

Christmas Lunch
Friday, December 13, noon
$30 • Please reserve in advance

Come and enjoy good food and great company and 
celebrate the season with musical offerings and carol 
singing. 
Friends and family are welcome to join us for this 
popular annual event, hosted by Penelope Cookson 
and James McLean, who will lead the carol singing. 
Jenny Crober will preside at the piano.

Thursday, December 5 

Price of $65 includes Wassail, Feast & Wine

Please reserve

6:15 p.m.  The Parading of the Wassail
7:00 p.m.  The Feast Begins!

This is a members-only event

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca
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performance outside the Club. Pianist Morgan-Paige 
Melbourne is practising on our Steinway on a regular weekly 
basis. After hearing her stellar performance of Alexina 
Louie’s Scenes from a Jade Terrace, the Music Committee 
recommended that the Board grant Morgan-Paige the use 
of the grand piano in the Great Hall. I am thrilled to have 
learned yesterday that Morgan-Paige is reciprocating by 
playing for us on New Year’s Eve. Hats off to Fiona for that 
idea!  

Please join us for the feast of seasonal activities at the Club, 
including the Small Works Sale, the Boar’s Head Dinner, the 
Stage Committee’s Christmas Club Night presentation, the 
Christmas Lunch, and New Year’s Eve with Gord Fulton, 
and Morgan-Paige Melbourne at the Steinway.

I wish you all a joyous, healthy, and productive holiday season.
Penelope Cookson, President

As we come to the end of the 
year, I have been looking at recent 
newsletters in awe of the many 
events and activities that have 
taken place in the last year. I spend 
many hours at the Club, and 
yet there are a great number of 
lectures and concerts that I wish I 

could have attended. A great deal of effort and organization 
goes into all these activities. I am grateful to the many people 
who spend long hours planning and presenting events at the 
Club. Without the enthusiastic participation of our members 
we would not be the dynamic Club that we are. A special 
thanks also to the various committee chairs.

At this time of year, we have the opportunity to thank 
our staff members with a donation to the Staff Gratuities 
Fund. Please see the form for Staff Gratuities included with 
this LAMPSletter. We have a staff of about 20 people who 
diligently take care of all our needs: in the kitchen, in the 
offices, at the bar, in the Great Hall serving meals, and on all 
floors maintaining the building. Our thanks to those hard-
working staff members and thanks to Fiona McKeown who 
keeps us on track and who has been working overtime in the 
absence of key staff members. We extend our best wishes to 
Matthew Percy as he recovers from surgery.

When recently in the Studio rehearsing for the Remembrance 
Day concert, I was grateful for the newly acquired 
Heintzman Upright. Last-minute rehearsals often take place 
in the Studio, when the Great Hall is full of people, and it is 
wonderful to have a quality piano. Thank you again to the 
Taylor family. During the September presentation of scenes 
by new playwrights, I was delighted to see the new stage 
curtains in action. We have needed them for so many years. 
Appreciative thanks to Elaine Stirling, Carol Vine and the 
Estate of Jack Carr. I would also like to acknowledge the gift 
of seven special books, including one by Augustus Bridle, 
given to us by the Hammond family. These books are now in 
the Library.

Back in the late 1980s, I was fortunate to receive space at the 
Club to stage my one-woman show. I’m glad to say that this 
generosity has become a continuing tradition. The Club is 
currently making rehearsal space available to three deserving 
people. Alexandra Watt Simpson, a recipient of the Robert 
Beardsley Young Playwrights Award, is rehearsing with 
her group, the Animacy Theatre Collective, for a workshop 
performance of a new piece called Pet Me, to be presented 
at the end of January at Theatre Passe Muraille. Alexander 
Zonjic of Thorn Theatre Projects, also a Young Playwrights 
Award winner, is rehearsing at the Club for an upcoming 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS & CONVENERS  
LAMPS Committee Chairs
Literature: Karen Teeple / Mary Frances Coady   
Architecture: Tamara Anson Cartwright / Mark Osbaldeston 
Music: Timothy McGee 
Painting: Felicity Somerset
Stage: Josh Welsh

Administrative
Activities: Michelle Hogan-Walker 
Archives: Scott James
Art Curator: Barbara Mitchell
Curatorial Circle: Barbara Mitchell
Finance: Carol Anderson
Librarian: William Denton
Membership: Elaine Stirling 
New Members: Carol Vine
Property: Ian McGillivray 

Groups
Ad Lib: Damon Lum 
Art of Conversation: Carol Vine 
Adventures in Creativity: John Inglis
Film Crew: Josh Welsh 
Hot Shots (Photography):  Gordon Fulton / Bill Michelson
Play-Reading: Thomas Gough
Studio Painters (Friday): Wendy Boyd  
Studio Painters (Wednesday evening): Sandy McClelland   
Studio Painters (Wednesday morning): Martha West Gayford 
Writers’ Group: Martin Jones
Young Members Committee: Josh Welsh / Gabe Latner

President’s Column
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A professor of English in Tokyo, Andrew Armstrong, a 
printmaking colleague of George Walker, studied with 
George and Michelle when they were all students. Andrew 
is also interested in architecture and while in Japan resides 
in and is currently renovating “one of the oldest surviving 
Japanese-style houses in Asakusa, Tokyo” – a historic district 
in the centre of that very modern city. Andrew is sponsored 
by George Walker and Michelle Hogan-Walker.
Kathryn Bloom has finally been able to focus on her passion 
after her retirement, recently completing her PhD in English 
at Northeastern University, on the early 20th century 
American writers Fannie Hurst and Edna Ferber. Kathryn 
makes regular visits to Toronto, where she received her first 
Master’s Degree from U of T. She is sponsored by Elaine 
Stirling and Carol Vine. 
Patricia Kennedy is a freelance editor following a long 
career as an editor with major Canadian publishers. She also 
served on the Board of Regents for Victoria College at the 
U of T, chaired the college’s Publications Committee for 20 
years and was a member of the Development Board of the 
academic project Records of Early English Drama, where she 
first connected with her Club sponsors, Alan and Felicity 
Somerset. 
Katharine Lochnan returns to active membership after a 
gap of several years, largely due to her career responsibilities. 
Katharine is the Senior Curator Emeritus of the Art Gallery 
of Ontario and in her retirement has become an adjunct 
professor at Regis College, where she is in the Theological 
Studies program. She has an exhibition coming up at the 
Tom Thomson Art Gallery in Owen Sound and hopes to 
draw and paint with the Club. Her sponsors are Scott James 
and Stuart Marwick.
Christopher Shaw recently completed his Bachelor of Fine 
Arts at OCAD University, where he majored in drawing and 
painting. He has exhibited in Toronto and several U.S.cities. 
He is sponsored by Andrew F. Ross and Edd Baptista.
Mark Terry is a documentary filmmaker and a professor in 
the Environmental Studies program at York University.  He 
has received several prestigious awards for his work. Mark has 
strong connections with the Club, having volunteered over 
the past ten years as a member of the Explorers Club on our 
joint documentary film festival, “Documenting the Art of 
Exploration.” His application is sponsored by Wilson West 
and Barbara Mitchell.
Now retired, Carol Watson is an avid photographer and 
collects paintings and sculptures by current Canadian artists 
as well as works gathered on her travels. She enjoys exploring 
the history, culture, food and architecture of the countries 
she visits, particularly the art of France and Italy. She is 
sponsored by Anthony Batten and Heidi Burkhardt.

Warren Clements, Mark Huebner, Don McLeod, 
Kathleen Parle, Alan Stein and George Walker are 
participating in the Third Annual Bound Book Arts Fair, 
organized by Michelle Hogan-Walker and designed by 
Kathleen Parle. This Traditional Fabulous December Book 
Arts Fair at the Arts & Letters Club on Sunday December 
8 has Handmade & Japanese Paper, Cards, Artists Books, 
Artists Prints and Martin Howard’s Typewriters from Mid-
Century.
William Denton’s two-hour sound composition France 
Audio Montage, built from field recordings made on a 
summer trip, was recently broadcast on Framework Radio. 
Look for episodes 691 and 693 on frameworkradio.net. His 
online series of field recordings of visual art, Listening to Art, 
has just begun its sixth volume at listeningtoart.org.
Thomas Gough will appear in the re-mount of Soup 
Can Theatres award-winning A Christmas Carol at the 
historic Campbell House Museum from November 30 to 
December 22. Tickets ($25–$35) are now available through 
Campbell House Museum and Brown Paper Tickets. Last 
year’s performances sold out before opening night, so don’t 
hesitate!
Marvyne Jenoff announces her new chapbook, So Far:  
A Writing Life, Twoffish Press, Toronto, 2019, based on her 
recent talk at the Literary Table.
Rebecca Last’s Studies in Light & Energy no 134 is now 
hanging in the Norma Ridley Members’ Lounge of the Art 
Gallery of Ontario where Through Silence continues to be 
shown. In the First Canadian Place lobby, All that Glitters, 
an exhibition curated by Kelly McCray, included Last’s 
work along with works by other artists from Toronto and 
Montreal. 
Kathleen McMorrow, president of the Women’s Musical 
Club of Toronto, has an article in their newsletter about the 
current state of music criticism. www.wmct.on.ca/wmct/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/2019-Newsletter-60.pdf
Jorie Morrow is a member of the Belle Carrollers, a group 
of professional singers who perform for people who want 
something special at their private holiday party or at their 
business/office party. For more information www.facebook.
com/BelleCarollers.
Hugh Thompson who was born in Armagh, Ireland, and 
immigrated to Canada in 1974, is now showing his work 
at the Greenlane Gallery in Dingle, Ireland. For more 
information: www.greenlanegallery.com/welcoming-new-
artist-hugh-thompson-greenlane-gallery-dingle/

Members’ NewsNew Members

http://frameworkradio.net
http://listeningtoart.org
http://www.wmct.on.ca/wmct/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2019-Newsletter-60.pdf
http://www.wmct.on.ca/wmct/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2019-Newsletter-60.pdf
https://www.greenlanegallery.com/welcoming-new-artist-hugh-thompson-greenlane-gallery-dingle/
https://www.greenlanegallery.com/welcoming-new-artist-hugh-thompson-greenlane-gallery-dingle/
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The A&L Challenge 
The challenge was to take the first line of a familiar nursery 
rhyme and supply a new, rhyming second line. (The metre 
could be different.) I allowed one or two that used the first 
two lines of the rhyme. The winner is David Stones:
Twinkle, twinkle little star
Is a pathetic pick-up line in any bar.
 (David Stones)
Hey diddle diddle,
Trump’s on the fiddle.
 (Brad Crawford)
Sing a song of sixpence, a pocket full of rye
Is a foolish way to transport alcohol and now I know why.
 (David Stones)
There was a crooked man and he went a crooked mile
And ended up in politics with a crooked smile.
 (Sandy Leggatt)
London Bridge is falling down, falling down, falling down,
And soon it may be followed by the rest of the town.
 (David Ouchterlony)
Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, baker’s man,
A cake’s very nice, but I’d rather have flan.
 (Wendy Boyd)
Humpty-Dumpty sat on a wall.
His immigration papers were no good at all!
 (Anna Leggatt)
Georgie Porgie,
Thought to be stordgy, organized an orgy.
 (Bill Aide)
Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet;
The rest of you lot will just have to rough it.
 (Brad Crawford)
Hush-a-bye, baby, on the tree top.
Sing to her sweetly, but please, no hip-hop.
 (Wendy Boyd)
Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet eating her curds and whey.
“What on earth is a tuffet?” someone asked Miss Muffet, and 
she really didn’t know what to say.
 (Sandy Leggatt)
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Leaned back and became a 9-1-1 call. 
 (David Stones)
Mary Mary, quite contrary,
Sought peace and rest in the Club’s library. 
 (Matthew Chapman)
Three blind mice
Will suffice.
 (Marvyne Jenoff)

Bobby Shaftoe’s gone to the sea.
If no facilities, where will he pee?
 (John Rammell)
Mary Mary, quite contrary, how does your garden grow?
With global heating and all life fleeing, is humanity in its 
death throe?
 (Ernie Kerr) 
Twinkle, twinkle little star, how I wonder what you are.
A bowl of gases, oh so bright, exploding in the eternal night.
 (Anna Leggatt)
Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how does your garden grow?
Not so bad, you nincompoop, it’s buried under snow.
 (Bill Aide)
Mary had a little lamb, its face was white as snow, 
Which would have been a good example for the young Trudeau.
 (Brad Crawford)

Jack Spratt could eat no fat, his wife could eat no lean,
And so they both turned vegan and ate a single bean.
 (Sandy Leggatt)
The north wind will blow and we shall have snow.
Ready for Florida? Let’s pack up and go.
 (Sandy Leggatt)
Miss Polly had a “dolly” who was sick, sick, sick,
But the doctor told Polly, “It’s you that needs a test, 
and you need it really quick.”
 (David Ouchterlony)
Mary, Mary, quite contrary,
Your garden shears are awful scary!
 (Bill Aide)
Pussycat, pussycat, where have you been?
I went among the pigeons and created quite a scene.
 (Wendy Boyd)
Eeny, meeny, miny moe,
Will the pipeline be a go?
 (Brad Crawford)
The next challenge (9): Children should be introduced early 
to the classics. Amend the title of any well-known book, 
play, movie, poem or opera to make it more appropriate for 
the kiddies. E.g., Die Fledermousie. Gulliver’s Sleepover, 
Finnegan Wakes Up.
The prize is a choice between The Full Mountie and Gulliver’s 
Day Trip, compilations of entries to the Globe and Mail’s 
erstwhile Challenge column.
Send your entries to wscclements@gmail.com (please note 
the two c’s in the name), and make sure to include the word 
“Challenge” in the subject line. The deadline is Sunday, 
December 1, at 8 p.m.

Warren Clements

mailto:wscclements%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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John Lorinc 

Eric Arthur Honorary Member for Architecture
The Architecture Committee 
is proud to announce that 
John Lorinc has accepted 
the Eric Arthur Honorary 
Membership for Architecture 
for 2019–2020. An award-
winning author and journalist, 
he is Senior Editor and urban 
affairs columnist at Spacing 
Magazine, non-fiction Toronto 
editor for Coach House 

Books, and a leading thinker in Toronto’s urbanist networks. 

John has authored two books that trace contemporary and 
historic ideas about urban affairs. Through two anthologies 
he co-edited, The Ward (2015) and The Ward Uncovered 
(2018), he has been involved in researching and presenting 
the story of the historic district whose handful of surviving 
buildings includes our own clubhouse at 14 Elm Street. He 
is also a co-executive producer – with Club member Michael 
McClelland – of The Ward Cabaret, a musical exploration of 
the The Ward district. 

John is the co-editor of the anthology Housing Divided: How 
the Missing Middle Can Solve the Affordability Crisis. Published 
this past spring, Housing Divided explores new, affordable 
forms of housing that would be compatible with Toronto’s 
low-rise neighbourhoods of single-family homes. 

We are confident that John will take full advantage of our 
Club’s facilities and the knowledge of its members to advance 
his already deep understanding of Toronto’s history. With 
John’s background as an independent journalist, researcher, 
writer and editor who has written for many publications, he 
will inevitably enrich members’ experience of the Club in the 
process.

Catherine Nasmith

THEATRE SCIENCE
Report #3 by Ashley Williamson and William Denton
Our two Simulations are now complete. At the first, in 
October, we combined simple things together; at the second, 
in November, we tested complex things by pushing them 
until they broke. Now we’re building to the performances in 
February.
The theme of the performance is: “Authority is constructed and 
contextual.” This is one of six information literacy “frames” 
from the Association of College and Research Libraries, 
designed to help people understand fundamental concepts 
about finding and using information and knowing how it is 
produced and valued.
The brief explanation of this frame is: “Information resources 
reflect their creators’ expertise and credibility, and are evaluated 
based on the information need and the context in which 
the information will be used. Authority is constructed in 
that various communities may recognize different types of 
authority. It is contextual in that the information need may 
help to determine the level of authority required.”
Next month we’ll tell you more about what will happen in 
February.
Our motto:  Limitation.  Algorithm.  Method.  Process.  Score.

Spring Revue… 
Spring Review… 
Spring REV-YOU!   
A theme has been selected 
for next year’s Spring 
Revue! “Anything Goes!” 
That’s right, inspiration 
based on Cole Porter. But 
get original! Get those 
thinking caps going, the 
creative writing process 
flowing and send in your 
scripts! Please send your scripts to Josh Welsh at  
josh.welsh@hotmail.com. Selection of scripts will commence 
in the new year. 

Young Members Committee 
Attention members! Do you know of any young arts-infused 
friends or relatives who would be interested in joining the 
Club? If so, you are encouraged to let Josh Welsh or Gabe 
Latner know! They are running the newly formed Young 
Members Committee and are keen on bringing new and 
young members into the Club. There are also new fees for 
students and young members who join. More information 
can be found on the website under “Members’ Fees.” 

And the new chair is…                                                                                
I have officially been crowned the new 
chair for the Stage Committee. I would 
like to thank my good friend Carole Miles 
for her wonderful contributions to the 
stage and amazing leadership as chair and 

wish her nothing but the best on her travels and her future 
endeavours. I can’t wait to lead our Stage troops into new 
territory! Great things to come!  Josh Welsh 

mailto:josh.welsh%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Current Exhibition
The Small Works Show continues until Saturday, January 4, 
2020.
• Take-down Saturday, January 4, 9:00–11:00 a.m. 

Call for Entry
January 6–January 25: Members’ Exhibition: Expressions, 
Non-Representational and Abstract Art
• Club Night: January 6, Speaker: Ken Carpenter, “Why 

Abstraction?”
• Intake, Friday, January 3, 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. and 

Saturday, January 4, 9:00–10:15 a.m.
• Jurors: Bring your best work to be juried by Ken 

Carpenter and two members of the Club: Ulla Nystrom 
and Marina Hanacek. Ken Carpenter is a respected 
internationally published art critic and former Chair of 
the Art Department at York University. 

Important: Submissions and Preparing 
Work for Hanging
Small works must have wires and D-rings. Large works must 
have D-rings, and wires are optional. Please bring a copy 
of your bio with your work. It would be appreciated if you 
could drop off your work in person, or, if this is not possible, 
find a buddy to do that for you. It makes the task of the 
intake team so much easier. If you have any enquiries about 
the intake process, please contact Camilla Gryski: email 
only, cgryski@gmail.com

John Inglis’s Adventures in Creativity Series
Thursday, December 12, 1:00–3:00 p.m. in the 
LAMPSroom. 
Contact John Inglis: john@inglisquest.com

In the Studio
Please see calendar on page 12 for times. Please contact the 
facilitator regarding model fees. 

Studio Painting
Wednesday painting studio continues, 10:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
Contact Martha West Gayford: mwestgayford@ca.inter.net

Wednesday Night Life Drawing, December 11 and 18, 6:00–
9:00 p.m. Contact Sandy McClelland: sandymccsox@gmail.com 

Friday Painters, December 6 and 13, 10:00 a.m.–noon and 
1:30–3:30 p.m. Contact Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com

Upcoming Exhibitions in 2020
January 25–February 21: Solo Exhibitions: Marjut Karu 
Nousiainen, Great Hall; Sheila Waengler, Lounge.
February 22–March 20 (LAMPSWeek):Members’ Winter 
Exhibition
March 21–April 17: Gerald Sevier Retrospective
April 18–May 15: Members’ Exhibition: Art and Poetry
May 16–June 12: Photography Exhibition
May 23–24: Doors Open Toronto
June 13–June 19: Architecture Exhibition
June 20–September 11: Members’ Summer Exhibition

Be a Santa!
When you’re writing those year-end donation cheques, 
don’t forget the Club!

• Keep our lovely old building in good repair by donating 
to the Capital Reserve Fund

• Help pay the fees of a member who needs short-term 
financial aid through the Bursary Fund

• Support the awards programs of the Arts and Letters 
Club of Toronto Foundation

Of course, cheques are great, but you can also donate by 
e-transfer, or by debit or credit card through the office. Please 
make it clear which donations programs you wish to support. 
The Foundation is a registered charity. The Club is not, but 
we still need your help! 

Carol Anderson, Treasurer

In recognition of their many contributions to the Club over many years, 
Ann and Ezra Schabas were awarded President’s Service Awards at the 
special event in their honour in October.

Visual Art News

mailto:cgryski%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:john%40inglisquest.com?subject=
mailto:mwestgayford%40ca.inter.net%20?subject=
mailto:sandymccsox%40gmail.com%20%20?subject=
mailto:wendyab%40pathcom.com?subject=
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Wednesday, December 18, 6:00 p.m. in the LAMPSroom 

Please meet for chat and cheer!
To order a sandwich contact the Office before 4:00 p.m. on 
Monday, December 16.
It is not necessary to reserve to join in. Everyone is welcome.
Please contact Carol Vine for more information: carolvine@bell.net

The Art of Conversation 

Pleasant Hour
$2 off drinks from 4:30–6:30 p.m. every Wednesday.

HotShots Photography Group

The November 6 meeting attracted a great number and 
variety of submissions from fifteen different contributors. 
The theme was “framing,” which was described as “a general 
pattern in which an array of objects in the picture serve to 
direct the attention of viewers onto a significant person or 
setting within the photo.” This theme obviously stimulated 
the imagination of contributors, and a variety of frames 
were represented, whether or not they directed attention to 
significant persons or settings. Some frames had four sides, 
others had more or fewer. These included doorways, gates, 
windows, roads, bridges, pools,  balconies, tracks, a port hole, 
trees, clouds, protest signs, and, not least, a cell phone.  

The theme of the next meeting, on December 4, at 6:30 p.m., 
builds on the thrust of the last. It is abstract photography. 
For those seeking to clarify the abstract, Gord Fulton 
recommends a web site called “Abstract photography 
tutorials.” Jack Gilbert recommends the following:  
//photographylife.com/abstract-photography-tips-and-ideas. 

Up to three submissions for the December 4 meeting should 
be sent to Gord Fulton (fultongord@gmail.com), preferably 
before the end of November. All Club members are welcome 
to join in this expansion of the state of the art.

 
Thursday, December 12, 5–6:30 p.m, in the Boardroom

Guest: Bill Greaves 

Join us for a conversation about Ontario Place with Bill Greaves 
of the Architectural Conservancy Ontario. Bill led a successful 
effort to have Ontario Place included in the World Monuments 
Fund 2020 Watch,  a biennial selection of 25 at-risk cultural 
heritage sites from around the world that combine great 
historical significance with contemporary social impact. 

Ontario Place embodies some of the most radical and 
speculative ideas of 1960s architectural and landscape design. 
What leads governments to invest in the avant-garde for the 
design of public space – and should they? How do we make 
the site relevant to contemporary needs? What is the social 
impact of conservation? Is there a role for the private sector in 
the development of public space? An open-ended discussion 
of these and other topics is anticipated. 

Reservations are encouraged.

Architecture and Design Salon

This image captures the beautiful, magical countryside just outside Hay-
on-Wye, Wales. The wonderful old tree frames the fields beyond and the 
road less travelled. photo Judith Davidson-Palmer.  

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

mailto:carolvine%40bell.net?subject=
https://photographylife.com/abstract-photography-tips-and-ideas
https://photographylife.com/abstract-photography-tips-and-ideas
mailto:fultongord%40gmail.com?subject=
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Monday, December 9

Santa … No More Mister Nice Guy!
Santa and his reindeer take the stage for 

 some Christmas mischief. 
 Jazzy Christmas songs and comedy skits will keep  

you glued to your seat as your fellow members take  
you on a trip inside the warped minds of some of 

 your favourite Christmas icons!   
Pre-show buffet & dessert $22.00

Monday, December 16

ANNE MICHAELS
GEOFFREY JAMES

United Marble

United Marble is a dialogue between the photographer 
Geoffrey James and the novelist and poet Anne Michaels – 
both of whom served as Laureates for the City of Toronto. This 
collaboration is an ongoing conversation between text and 
image, through which a story emerges. The photographer 
confronts the material world, while the writer creates a 
fictional one. The journey is never a straight line, but is full 
of detours and glimpses into the past. The destination will 
be a new kind of book.  Geoffrey James and Anne Michaels 
will present excerpts from United Marble and discuss their 
collaboration.

Geoffrey James is a photographer whose award-winning 
work is internationally exhibited and represented in major 
collections worldwide.

Anne Michaels is a novelist and a poet whose work has 
won dozens of international awards and whose books have 
been published in fifty countries. She is this year’s E.J. Pratt 
Honorary Member for Literature.

Bar 5:30 p.m. • Dinner 6:30 p.m. • $27.50
Please reserve for each Club Night 

Monday, December 2

MARIE BÉRARD, violin
KEVIN AHFAT, piano

We are honoured to welcome Marie Bérard and Kevin Ahfat in 
a concert of Romantic works to open the festive season. Marie, 
a former TSO member, best known as the concertmaster 
of the COC Orchestra, is a sought-after chamber musician, 
soloist, recording artist, and teacher. She plays a 1767 Pietro 
Landofil violin. Kevin, one of CBC Music’s “30 Hot Canadian 
Classical Musicians Under 30” for 2018, and a participant in 
the prestigious Rebanks Family Fellowship at the Glenn Gould 
School, is praised as being “poised to become one of the 
young heirs of the classical piano realm.” Their programme 
for us features works of Schubert, Strauss, Korngold, Lalo and 
Respighi. 

SAVE THE DATE: Whisky Nosing

Plan to join a merry band of tasters as they 
sample some delicious single malt scotches – in the 
Boardroom, right before the Robbie Burns Supper on 
Thursday, January 16.  Details for signing up in the 
January LAMPSletter.

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Club Night

http://artsandlettersclub.ca/login
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Tuesday, December 17

The Arts & Letters Club
Literary Quiz

New! Improved! (And not nearly as difficult as last year’s!)
Come compete in this year’s Literary Quiz, an Arts & Letters 
Club tradition. It’s both fun and enlightening – you’re 
guaranteed to go home smarter. 

And some will go home with prizes! 

Bar 12 noon • Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $22.75
Please reserve for each Literary Table 

Tuesday, December 3
SALLY ARMSTRONG

Power Shift 

Journalist, human rights activist and best-selling author 
Sally Armstrong has just gone across Canada presenting this 
year’s Massey Lectures. Power Shift outlines the long history 
of women’s rights from Mesopotamia to Me Too. Drawing 
on anthropology, social science, literature, politics, and 
economics, she examines the many beginnings of the role 
of women in society, and the evolutionary revisions over 
millennia in the realms of sex, religion, custom, culture, politics 
and economics. What ultimately comes to light is that gender 
inequality comes at too high a cost to us all.

Tuesday, December 10

CECIL FOSTER
They Call Me George: The Untold Story of Black Train 

Porters and the Birth of Modern Canada. 

A national bestseller, the latest book from Cecil Foster tells the 
story of Black train porters and their role in fighting for social 
justice.
Born in Barbados, Cecil Foster is a journalist, novelist, historian, 
academic, and public intellectual who has written a number 
of prize-winning books. He “is a wise man with a flair for 
storytelling and writing that enters the heart,” Quill & Quire

Calling all Club poets!

Send us your best poem!
The Literary Committee and the Art Committee are 
planning a joint exhibition of Poetry and Art for next spring 

WHAT:  A poem, on any subject, to fit onto a letter-sized 
sheet. If your poem is one of the 8–10 chosen by 
the Literary Committee’s jury, one or more of the 
Club’s visual artists will respond to it in art. The Art 
Committee will jury the artists’ responses to the 
selected poems. 

WHEN: The poems and visual art will be displayed in 
the Great Hall and the Lounge as part of 
the Members’ Spring Exhibition from 
April 18–May 15, and will be on view 
at the exhibition’s public opening.

The deadline for submitting your poem is 
Friday, January 17, 2020. Please email to: 
mfcoady@gmail.com

Artists, stand by for your call! Artists’ questions can be 
referred to felicity.somerset@rogers.com

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Literary Table

http://artsandlettersclub.ca/login
mailto:mfcoady%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:felicity.somerset%40rogers.com?subject=
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Bar 12 noon • Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $ 22.75
Please reserve for each Music Wednesday 

Wednesday, December 4

JUDY LOMAN, harp
NORA SHULMAN, flute

 “A Duo of Doyennes”

Two of Toronto’s distinguished “world-class” musicians defy 
retirement, continuing their enjoyment of performing and 
teaching, and their long-time collaboration on stage and 
in recordings. Judy Loman and Nora Shulman – former TSO 
Principal Harp and Principal Flute respectively, and both 
currently teaching in the Faculty of Music at the U of T – 
honour us with a performance of lyrical works for flute and 
harp by Donizetti, Mozart, Liebermann and Piazzolla. An 
occasion not to be missed!

Wednesday, December 11

JAMES MCLEAN, tenor
DANIEL LICHTI, bass-baritone

ANNA RONAI, piano

Solos and Duets from Mendelssohn, Schumann, Balfe and 
Rossini.

James McLean started teaching at the Faculty of Music 
at Wilfrid Laurier in 2012, after a 23-year career in Europe 
performing over 50 tenor roles in operas and on concert 
stages as far afield as Russia and Israel. He brings with him 
two colleagues: Daniel Lichti, recently retired from Laurier, 
acclaimed as one of Canada’s finest concert and oratorio 
singers, with a stellar career on symphonic, choral and 
operatic stages; and collaborative pianist Anna Ronai, coach 
accompanist for voice and opera at Laurier. The rafters will ring!

Music Wednesday Evenings Successfully Launched!
We’re pleased to report the enthusiastic reception of our first 
Music Wednesday Evening, at which “our” Bill Aide brought 
his signature light-hearted performance/conversation to a 
capacity audience. Many members and guests expressed their 
pleasure at being able to attend at a time of day that was 
congenial for them. So, the new rhythm continues!
Members of the Music Committee are often asked about the 
diversity of our programming. We have been listening! At 
our upcoming Music Wednesday Evening, on November 27, 
we present a welcome return of Alpharabius, an ensemble 
named after a great philosopher and musician of classical 
Islam.
Scholars and musicians all, George and Suzanne Sawa, 
Andrea Budgey and Randall Rosenfeld bring us “Worlds in 
Contact,” a programme featuring the beautiful qanun, the 
flute, recorder, vielle and rebec. And they will be joined by 
traditional “bellydancers” Asli Rakkas and Vanessa Sun.
So, come and let yourself be transported to a different world, 
as they explore the musical interactions of Mediterranean 
cultures from the 12th to the early 20th century. And stay 
tuned for future Music Wednesday Evenings in the New Year!

LEST WE FORGET
Undaunted by the snowy night of Remembrance Day, pianist Bram 
Goldhammer and soprano Amy Dodington joined James McLean, 
Penelope Cookson, Jean Edwards, Jane Carnwath, Rob Prince 
and Gord Fulton in presenting a moving and memorable evening 
of poetry, story and song. They share a moment of silence as the Last 
Post and Reveille are sounded from the balcony by guest trumpeter 
John Liddle. Many thanks to all, especially Penelope Cookson and 
our guest performers, for helping us remember.

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
Music Wednesday

http://artsandlettersclub.ca/login
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ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:  LAMPSletter masthead, Ray Cattell
 Boar’s Head drawing, Loi Hathaway
Page 2: Penelope Cookson, photo Gord Fulton
Page 5: John Lorinc, photo courtesy John Lorinc
 stage graphic, freepik.com
 We need you, hiclipart.com
Page 6: Penelope Cookson presents President’s Service Awards to Ann 

and Ezra Schabas, photo Gord Fulton
Page 7: Ontario Place, photo www.wmf.org
 Hay-on-Wye, photo Judith Davidson-Palmer 
Page 8: Marie Bérard, courtesy the artist
 Kevin Ahfat, photo Brandon Patoc
  Anne Michaels, Geoffrey James, knifeforkbook.com
Page 9: Power Shift, courtesy House of Anansi Press
 They Call Me George, book cover courtesy Biblioasis 
 Literary quiz, Dover Clip Art  
Page 10: Judy Loman, courtesy the artist
 Nora Shulman, photo Daniel Wahl
 James McLean, courtesy the artist
 Daniel Lichti, courtesy the artist
 Anna Ronai, courtesy the artist
 Lest We Forget, photos George Hume
Page 11: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
 English morning, photo George Rust-d’Eye

8–11 p.m. 

Friday, December 6 
 JOTO Improv 

Damon Lum hosts JOTO’s 14th anniversary show! Surprises 
abound in our holiday tradition, and we also award our improviser 
of the year!
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

Friday, December 13
 “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1946)

An angel is sent from Heaven to help a desperately frustrated 
businessman by showing him what life would have been like if 
he had never existed. Join us for the final Ad Lib of 2019 with this 
Christmas classic, starring James Stewart and Donna Reed. 
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.

*All events are subject to change. Please check the weekly E-Blasts 
for the latest.

Remember, AD LIB IS YOU! 
If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact our 
Ad Lib chair, Damon Lum (damon_lum@hotmail.com).

LAMPSletter editor:  Sally Holton
Copy editor:  Jane McWhinney

Many thanks to the volunteers 
who prepare the LAMPSletter for mailing.

“A rainy English morning as seen from our hotel window during my 
hike with Dora through the Peak District,” photo George Rust-d’Eye 

More Richard Gott:  
Club members still talk about the Richard Gott lunch last 
fall. For those interested in more from Richard, I can report 
from a recent call with him that he has a YouTube video 
entitled “Before the Big Bang 6: Can the Universe Create 
Itself?”  (contributors to the earlier Bang numbers include 
Stephen Hawking right before his death and, I believe, 
Roger Penrose – and Richard’s video has over 1 million 
viewers). I told Richard I was certain I could get another full 
house to hear him if he came again – he suggested people 
look at this video as a substitute. 

Paste the following link into your browser, and enjoy!  
(And, if you wish to see “The Mysterious Architecture of 
the Universe” again, the link to that YouTube presentation 
is also on this page – scroll down the presentations on the 
right-hand side.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79LciHWV4Qs

Jess Hungate

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Ad Lib

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79LciHWV4Qs
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Challenge 
entries due 

Art Cttee 4 pm

Club Night
Marie Bérard, violin
Kevin Ahfat, piano

dinner 6:30 pm

Literary Cttee  
10:30 am

Literary Table
Sally Armstrong

Power Shift
12:15 pm

Property Cttee  
4:30 pm

Painters’ Studio 10 am–2:30 pm
 Music Cttee 10:45 am

Music Wednesday
Judy Loman, harp

Nora Shulman, flute
12:15 pm

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm

Photography Group 6:30 pm

Stage Cttee 6:30 pm

Boar’s Head Feast 
6 pm

Painters’ Studio  
10 am–noon & 
1:30–3:30pm

TGIF lunch noon

Ad Lib
JOTO Improv
Studio 8 pm

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

LAMPSLetter 
deadline 

all material, 
including 
Members’ 

News

Membership Cttee 
5 pm

Club Night
Santa ... No more 
Mister Nice Guy!
dinner 6:30 pm

 Literary Table
Cecil Foster

They Call Me George: The 
Untold Story of Black 
Train Porters and the 

Birth of Modern Canada
12:15 pm

Activities Cttee  
4:30 pm

Painters’ Studio 10 am–2:30 pm

Music Wednesday
James McLean, tenor
Daniel Lichti, baritone

Anna Ronai, piano
12:15 pm

New Members Cttee 3 pm 

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm 

Wednesday Night Life 
Drawing 6–9 pm

John Inglis’s 
Adventures in 

Creativity
1–3 pm LAMPSroom

Architecture and 
Design Salon

5–6:30 pm

Painters’ Studio  
10 am–noon & 
1:30–3:30 pm

Christmas Lunch
12 noon

Ad Lib
It’s a Wonderful Life

Studio 8 pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Board meeting 4 pm

Club Night
Anne Michaels
Geoffrey James
United Marble

dinner 6:30 pm

Literary Table
 Literary Quiz

12:15 pm 

LAMPSletter mailing

Painters’ Studio 10 am–2:30 pm

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm 

Art of Conversation 6 pm 

Wednesday Night Life 
Drawing 6–9 pm

 TGIF lunch noon Club Closed

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Club Closed Club Closed Club Closed CHRISTMAS DAY

Club Closed

BOXING DAY

Club Closed

Club Closed Club Closed

29 30 31 JANUARY 1 2

Club Closed Club Closed New Year’s Eve Party
7 pm

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Club Closed

Club Reopens
See January 

LAMPSletter for 
January activities 

schedule

Events requiring reservations are shown in bold

January Issue Deadline: 
• for Members’ News: Sunday, December 8  

(change is for this month only)
• for all other items: Sunday, December 8
As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted 
in order of receipt as long as space is available. If you wish 
to include a notice or feature, please contact the editor 
with as much advance notice as possible, so that space can 
be reserved, and plan to submit it absolutely no later than 
Sunday, December 8, or by arrangement with the editor. 
Email submissions to lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca. If 
you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in advance 
of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be accepted. 
The LAMPSletter will be mailed out on December 18;  
it is also available each month on our website, 
www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Reservation / Cancellation / Payment Information
You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify 
which events you are booking and the number of places you require. 
Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most 
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by 
the end of day the preceding Friday. 
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of 
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The 
Club prefers payment by Club card, cash, cheque, and debit, and accepts VISA and 
MasterCard. 
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of 
the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that 
have been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance. 
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