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LAMPSweek 2019
Monday, February 25

MUSIC: Glancing Back, Looking Ahead

University of Toronto Opera
Dinner 6:30 p.m.; Program 7:30 p.m. • $ 27.50

Tuesday, February 26

LITERATURE: “Always a Journey of Discovery”
Maureen Jennings
Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $ 22.75

Wednesday, February 27

ARCHITECTURE: “The Decorative Language of Canadian Art Deco
Architecture”

Tim Morawetz
Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $ 22.75

FILM NIGHT: Won’t You Be My Neighbor?

A film on the life of Fred (Mister) Rogers
Pub supper 6:30 p.m.; Film 7:30 p.m. • $ 15.00

Thursday, February 28

VISUAL ART: “Washi: Ancient Material, Contemporary Resource”
Nancy Jacobi
Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $ 22.75

STAGE: Missing, and Presumed Drowned

A staged production of a dramatic murder mystery by one of the Club’s most
inventive playwrights, Ed Hill.
Pub Supper 6:30, Show 8:00 p.m. • $ 15.00; show only no charge

Friday, March 1

STAGE: Missing, and Presumed Drowned

Pub Supper 6:30, Show 8:00 p.m. • $ 15.00; show only no charge

Outside the Box
Our Annual Spring Revue
May 2,3,4

The theme has been chosen, over 30 scripts — uproarious, outrageous, thoughtprovoking — submitted. The task of winnowing them down to an hour’s worth
of hilarity is ongoing as we move forward to rehearsals.
Now we need you!
Are you a seasoned performer, or are you looking for a chance to take your first
steps onstage? We need you!
Do you want to be part of the production team that creates the magic backstage?
We need you!
Contact Artistic Director Betty Trott, at etrott@ryerson.ca.
Do you have an idea for a song? We’re looking for songs to open and close the
show, and to place during or between scenes. Contact Music Director Jamie
Musselwhite, at jamie@musselwrites.ca for more information.

New Members
The Club welcomes Elizabeth Riddell-Dixon, a speaker at a
recent Literary Table, as a guest of the Club for three months.

New!!
The A&L Challenge
For close to twenty years, I oversaw a weekly contest at The
Globe and Mail called The Challenge. The contest, which
had several cousins around the world (The Spectator, The New
Statesman, The Washington Post’s Style Invitational), would
set humorous assignments and invite readers to provide
humorous responses. For instance: Remove one letter from
any non-English expression and define the result. Among the
answers: Ax vobiscum: You’re all sacked. Savoir fare: Having
the right change ready.
The Challenge worked because Globe readers were smart,
witty and ready to rise to the occasion. I have no doubt
that Arts & Letters Club members boast the same profile.
Therefore, the LAMPSletter is introducing The A&L
Challenge. A new challenge will be set in each issue, and
the deadline for answering will be a week before the copy
deadline for the following issue. (We’ll give the date — no
need to do the math.)

Members’ News
Laurie De Camillis will be the featured artist this year at
the Kingsway-Lambton Art Show & Sale, Saturday, April 6,
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Laurie’s oil painting Ski Hill #1 will
be the door prize. Have a preview at this link. http://www.
kingswaylambton.ca/artshow
David Collins has had two academic articles, both
related to aesthetics/philosophy of art, published in peer
reviewed journals: “Aesthetic Possibilities of Cinematic
Improvisation,” to appear in the spring issue of the Croatian
Journal of Philosophy (https://www.pdcnet.org/croatjphil/
Croatian-Journal-of-Philosophy), and “Going Nowhere Fast:
Associative Structure and the Absence of Causal Narrative
Progression in Loren Cass,” in the on-line journal Popular
Inquiry (www.popularinquiry.com).
Suparna Ghosh was one of eight writer-poets to participate
in “Poetry in Union: Railway Lines and Valentines” on
February 13, 2019 in the West Wing of Union Station. The
poets wrote personal poems on the spot for passengers. For
details please see: http://poets.ca/poetryinunion/
Janet Hendershot’s work Lake Ontario No. 4 (charcoal
drawing) has been juried into DRAWING 2019: The 20th
Edition of Juried Drawings by Contemporary Canadian Artists
at the John B. Aird Gallery. http://airdgallery.org/

David Stones has recently published six poems in Synaeresis
(Harmonia Press) and Arborealis (Beret Books), where he
As in its Globe incarnation, this challenge will be judged with also won First Runner Up in a national poetry contest. He
the names of the entrants removed. (They will be re-attached will also be published in Magnum Opus (Authorspress), an
when the successful entries are published.) The rules are strict; anthology of one selected poem from one poet from each
if a challenge says add one or two letters, please don’t add
of 60 countries. He will perform his one man show, Infinite
three. Mind you, that might be a future challenge.
Sequels, in Stratford and the Hamilton Fringe this year, as
well as in Ad Lib, at the Club on March 22.
Here, then, is the first contest. Add one or two letters to
the title of any well-known movie, play, poem or book, and
comment briefly on the result. E.g. Gone With the Window:
That was one powerful hurricane.
The deadline is Sunday, March 3, 2019. Send entries
by e-mail to wscclements@gmail.com. Important: Put
“Challenge entry” in the subject field.
If you’d rather do it on paper, either slip me the entries in
person or leave them for me in the mailbox at the entrance
to the Great Hall. (I’ll try to remember to look.) Happy
challenging!
Warren Clements

At the Burns Supper: George Walker, Peter Fleming, Rob Noble,
Wendy Boyd and Rory Sinclair.
2 March 2019

Thirteen ways of looking at André Alexis
[taken from interviews with André Alexis over the years]
1. I don’t feel myself particularly part of any branch of
the Canadian literary tradition, but I don’t feel myself
disconnected from it either. I know this is a contradiction,
but I feel that the work that I do fits not in the centre of
any tradition, but in a previously unexplored margin.
2. My work is the work of an immigrant, and couldn’t not
be. If you take a mango seedling and put it in Canada,
what is it? It’s still a tropical plant, and always will be. I’m
a tropical plant.
3. But the traumas I’ve lived through – emigration, anomie,
grief, racism – are less important to me, as a writer of
fiction, than things like plot, characterization, structure,
voice, rhythm, and story.
4. Actually, I’m a writer who repeats himself constantly! I’m
always talking about the same four or five things, but I do
it in different genres, so maybe it’s not as obvious.
5. No, I’m not in any sense a postmodernist writer. When
I’m creating, I don’t have a theoretical background for
what I’m doing. I’m not trying to address aesthetics issues.
6. I hope that my stories induce a level of confusion in the
reader that corresponds to the level of confusion in me at
the moment of creation.
7. I hold very much to the Latin saying from Terence, which
is “Nothing human is foreign to me.” I think, in order to
be an artist, in order to be a writer, that has to be true.
8. Now I’m a Catholic agnostic by the way. Yet those myths
still live within me.
9. What I’ve always loved about philosophy are the
questions, but I’ve always hated the answers.
10. I like tough structural challenges. I would like to adapt a
work of philosophy into fiction. The ultimate would be to
do Critique of Pure Reason as a comic book.
11. No, the whole Giller thing felt strange. Like a play I’d
wandered into where my role was determined, but no one
had told me about it.
12. I just feel a sense that I have worked, and worked, and
worked at the art form, and that by virtue of working at
it, I have become an artist. And it took me forty years, but
I did it. I was a slow learner.
13. Art is not extraneous to human endeavour. It is the
necessary encouragement to human endeavour.
André Alexis was born in Trinidad, grew up in Lambton County
and Ottawa, and now lives in Toronto. Alexis is in the midst of
writing an ambitious, audacious series of five novels, which he
calls a Quincunx. Although with diﬀerent settings, characters
and styles, together they connect by common themes. The
second in the series, Fifteen Dogs, won the Giller Prize and was
a national bestseller. The latest, Days by Moonlight, has just
been published. André Alexis will be our special guest at Club
Night on March 25. (see page 8.)

The Phil and Eli Taylor
Performance Academy
for Young Artists
Toronto is fortunate in the number of musical education
opportunities available at local institutions; the Club is lucky
to have an ongoing partnership with the Royal Conservatory
of Music, one of the most important of these venues. Within
the Royal Conservatory, the Phil and Eli Taylor Performance
Academy for Young Artists provides talented, young classical
musicians with unique access to performance opportunities,
extraordinary mentorship, and superior musical training.
As a consequence, over 85% of Academy graduates go on to
study music in post-secondary schools, making this program
ideal for young musicians dedicated to their art. Graduates
of the Taylor Academy have continued their studies not only
at the Glenn Gould School, but also at schools such as the
Curtis Institute (Philadelphia), the Colburn School (Los
Angeles), the Eastman School of Music (Rochester), and the
Juilliard School (New York City).
The Academy has functioned for over three decades. Training
is currently divided into two streams. The Junior Academy
trains musicians aged 9 to 13 in either piano or strings.
The Senior Academy, for students from ages 14 to 18,
provides training in piano, strings, woodwinds, and classical
guitar, as well as other instruments on a case-by-case basis.
Scholarships cover over half the tuition for all students, and
additional financial assistance is available.
Successful applicants to the Taylor Academy demonstrate
their outstanding musical talent and an exceptional level
of technical proficiency for their age group, as well as a
strong commitment to learn and excel. Many already have
competition and performance experience even prior to
admission.
Master classes, led by prominent guest artists and faculty
from the Academy as well as from the Glenn Gould School,
are an important component of the core Taylor Academy
curriculum. As a result, Academy students perform in master
classes with such renowned artists as James Ehnes, violin, and
Anton Kuerti, piano.
The Music Wednesday concert on March 6 features Ian
Ye and Tiffany Yeung, two outstanding students enrolled
in the Taylor Academy. The Music Committee is proud to
offer this unique opportunity to hear such promising young
performers at the Club. (see page 10.)
John Stanley

Richard Bachman
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Remembering Carol McGirr
Carol passed away on January 2, 2019. Details on Carol’s life
can be found in the February LAMPSletter.
Carol McGirr - A Celebration of Life in Story and Song will be
held on Monday, April 1, 7:30 –9:00 p.m. at the Innis Town
Hall, 2 Sussex Avenue, Toronto. For details see: https://www.
storytellers-conteurs.ca/en/news/carol-mcgirr-passing.html
The Literary Table on Tuesday, April 2, will be devoted to a
program of reminiscences about Carol McGirr. If you would
like to be included in the formal part of the program by
offering a reminiscence of Carol in five minutes or less, please
contact Mary Frances Coady at mfcoady@gmail.com before
March 15.

Did you know?
The A&L Club Card is designed to make your purchases at
the Club easier and faster. (It also saves on service charges for
the Club).
Just fill it up with any amount up to $250, swipe when
making any payment at the Club and you’re done. The Club
Card is now fully reloadable.

Catering Corner
This month we’ll be featuring
a daily scotch special. Every
day we will feature a different
whisky for $5 an ounce. We
are hoping this will encourage
our scotch lovers — and
novices — to try something
new and different.
Ask the bartender which whisky is being featured today and
enjoy a wee dram.”
Matthew Percy
Catering Manager, catering@artsandlettersclub.ca
4 March 2019

“The Play’s the Thing!”

In his Confessions (Book 6, Chapter 3) St. Augustine notes
with some amazement that St. Ambrose read silently, not
even moving his lips! Nowadays, we would look with
suspicion at anyone reading aloud, unless it was to an
audience.
Now most of the time I read silently but when I am
reading a play I find myself sub-vocalizing. If I am reading
Shakespeare, the iambic pentameter sometimes takes over
and I find myself reading right out loud. This makes sense
with plays. For me, plays are a celebration of the spoken
word. In the hands of a master, dialogue is a perfect
combination of cadence, intonation, phrasing and emotion.
I have long believed that the joy of the spoken word should
not be limited to the professionals; rather, the amateur
enthusiast should enjoy the opportunity as well.
So it is no surprise that I was intrigued when Thomas
Gough inaugurated the play-reading group at the Club. The
second time I showed up, I looked around the table and
my mental tally went: actor, actor, playwright, producer,
actor, director, me. When I got home, I was concerned that
I was holding the group back, as I have no background in
the professional theatre community. The response I got was
an immediate and resounding no; the amateur enthusiast
is not only accepted but encouraged. The idea behind the
play-reading group is to share the joy of theatre across the
membership of the Arts & Letters Club.
The material covers a broad range of periods and tastes.
Quite often, the readers don’t know what they are going to
read until they arrive in the studio. In a reading of one of
the works submitted for the Beardsley Award, I got to read
the role of a schizophrenic teenage girl struggling in a postapocalyptic dystopia.
We frequently read works by Club members; an early
version of Ed Hill’s play Missing, and Presumed Drowned was
spring-boarded onto the stage from the play-reading group.
Lucy Brennan brought the first act of her play If ‘Ifs’ and
‘Ands’ Were Pots and Pans as a work in progress to the playreading group; not only did she get a lot of feedback but
she got to hear a variety of interpretations of her characters.
It was a delight when Lucy came back to the group with
the completed work; the play was still recognizable but had
evolved significantly from the initial offering. For me it was a
glimpse behind the curtain to participate in the development
process; a unique opportunity.
The play-reading group usually meets on the third
Wednesday of the month. Attendees are welcome to read or
listen. Please join us.
Ralph Williams joined the Arts & Letters Club with a
background as a choral bass and a collection of Canadian
Figurative Art. He continues with the Arts & Letters Club as a
member of the Stage Committee.

Time Present . . . Time Past
The Club’s rich, well-documented history is a source of
ongoing interest to me and I enjoy sharing historical “scraps”
about the city with other like-minded members of the
realm. I had only recently realized that many of the historic
LAMPSletters were archived on the Club’s website. These
newsletters contain a wide variety of insights and anecdotes
both happy and sad. If you can find the time, they are a
wonderful reservoir of both wit and empathy. They also
contain behind-the-scenes biographies of some of our most
newsworthy members. By way of example, there is Dr.
James Wallace Graham (a.k.a. Wally). In a 1963 issue of the
newsletter, the Club eulogized the passing of one of our own.
James Wallace Graham died at the peak of his career while
he was President of the Toronto Academy of Medicine.
He was the first President of the Canadian Arthritis and
Rheumatism Society, and for many years Chairman of its
National Medical Advisory Board. So well regarded was
Dr. Graham that Dr. Philip Hench (Nobel Prize winner
for the discovery of cortisone) flew to Toronto to pay his
respects. At the service, Hench recalled, “At these world
congresses of all the attending members from some 45
countries, it was always this Canadian, Wally Graham, who
won their hearts.”
Wally’s Arts & Letters Club friends knew a man whose
talents and interests went well beyond the study of
medicine. “The other day, Mr. ‘O’ wrote in the Telegram:
‘Wally Graham could well be used as the classic example
of the musically interested person who decides to do
something constructive about his urge to broaden
personal horizons. After strumming the piano half a
lifetime — I used to refer to this pastime as his key of ‘F’
stage for in those days I never heard him play in any other
tonality — he enrolled, at the age of 51, as a piano student
with Mona Bates, bought an excellent instrument and
found time in the midst of a very active medical career,
to practice some hours daily. The resulting progress and
satisfaction were a joy to witness and to hear him describe.’
[Editor’s note: Mr. ‘O’ was doubtless our own pastpresident David Ouchterlony.]
Not content to simply tickle the ivories, Wally also loved
to sing. Once, in pure error, he was not invited to join
the Club Choir at a Christmas Dinner. Dejectedly he
mentioned his disappointment to a few of his friends
explaining that although he knew his voice did not have
‘solo quality,’ he had always been a faithful member of
the choir. It was characteristic that he did not plead his
case to the Choirmaster who, as usual, was struggling to
find enough members to make up his team. Fortunately
someone else did and all turned out well.

like the wind. Members will be interested to know that he
held the inter-faculty three-mile record at the University of
Toronto for 34 years, until in 1961 it was broken by Bruce
Kidd. Bruce Kidd represented Canada in the 1964 Olympics
and was voted Athlete of Year by the Canadian Press in both
1961 and 1962. If you’re going to see your running record
broken, there are worse people to fall to than Bruce Kidd.
When, on March 23, 1908, a group gathered on the second
floor of the St. Charles Grill at Yonge and King to form the
Arts & Letters Club, they envisioned recruiting an interesting
cross section of people to converse about the profound
importance of literature, art. music, painting and sculpture
in our daily lives. Wally Graham was just the sort of guy they
had in mind.
Scott Burk

Intrigued? Need Help?
If you are intrigued by the treasures to be found in past
LAMPSletters, you can explore them on the Club website. All
issues are available.
However, for privacy reasons, all except the current issue
are now in the private section of the website where you will
also find the membership directory and reservations. You
can access complete instructions for logging in and finding
your way around the Club’s private site by clicking the Help!
button on the Login page.
The URL is //artsandlettersmembers.ca/login.aspx

The President’s Column will return next month.

Healer, chorister, piano player, Wally Graham could also run
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Visual Art News
Current Exhibition
February 23–March 22: Members’ Spring Show: Colour,
Pattern, Texture. Great Hall and Lounge
• The jurors for this show are Judith Davidson-Palmer
and Andrew F. Ross with Diana Bennett, the external
juror. Diana Bennett works creatively with a variety of
materials, including glass, plastics and polymers. She is an
art historian and has been a teacher, principal and board
member in visual arts and public television.
• Public Opening: Sunday, March 3, 1:00–4:00 p.m.
• Club Night: Monday, March 4, Tom Smart, CEO
Beaverbrook Gallery on his book Peter Clapham Sheppard:
His Life and Work
• Take-down: Saturday, March 23, 9:00–11:00 a.m.
• March 23–April 18: Tom McNeely, Fifty Years of AwardWinning Art. Great Hall and Lounge
• Public Opening: Sunday, March 24, 1:00–4:00 p.m.
• Club Night: Monday, April 1, “Tom McNeely, Fifty Years
of Award-inning Art”

Calls for entry
Applications for solo shows in 2020 are due on April 1, 2019.
Please see Club website for details.

Important: Submissions and Preparing
Work for Hanging
All work submitted requires D-Rings and wires. (Wires are
optional for large works; very small works require wires.)
Please bring a copy of your bio with your work. It would be
appreciated if you could drop off your work in person or, if
this is not possible, find a buddy to do that for you. It makes
the task of the Intake team so much easier. If you have any
enquiries about the intake process, please contact Camilla
Gryski: email only, cgryski@gmail.com

In the Studio

Please see calendar on page 12 for details of dates and times.
Please contact the facilitator regarding model fees.

Adventures in Creativity
Continues third floor studio.
Contact John Inglis: john@inglisquest.com

Studio Painting
Monday night painting studio with model continues.
Contact Sandy McClelland: sandy.mccsox@gmail.com
Wednesday painting studio continues.
Contact Martha West Gayford: mwestgayford@ca.inter.net
Friday Painters continues.
Contact Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com

6 March 2019

Other exhibitions through to June 2019
April 20–May 17: Marvyne Jenoff / George Walker solo
shows
• Public Opening: Sunday, May 5
• Club Night: Monday, April 29, Marvyne Jenoff and
George Walker
May 18–June 14: Photography Show
• Intake Friday, May 17 and Saturday, May 18; members
may submit up to five pieces.
• Public Opening: Sunday, May 26
• Club Night: Monday, May 27, Matthew Plexman
June 15–August 30: Members’ Summer Group Show
• Public Opening: Sunday, June 23
• Club Night: Monday, June 24
Art Committee Chair: Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com
Compiled by Felicity Somerset

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Film Night

HotShots Photography Group

Pub supper 6:30 p.m.; Film 7:30 p.m.
Please reserve • $15:00
Thursday, March 14

On February 6 a wide variety of photos highlighting a choice
of one particular colour was received and discussed. They
portrayed a fascinating variety of scenes in the far reaches of
Canada, as well as on three continents beyond North America.
The two pictures judged best are in this issue of LAMPSletter,
and each participant’s best photo on the monthly theme can
be viewed on the Arts & Letters website under the “What’s On”
heading.

Whisky Galore

This classic Ealing comedy is an enduring delight. Made at the
height of postwar austerity, Whisky Galore was a lively poke in
the eye of rules, regulations and sobriety. Even if you’ve seen it
before, it’s worth seeing again. Barman, another!
1949, B&W, 83 Minutes
Hosted by Richard
Bachman
SPECIAL:
single
malts will be
discounted at
the bar

The next HotShots meeting will be
on Wednesday, March 6, at 7 p.m.
New participants are always welcome to our friendly
gatherings.
The theme will be photos that communicate information
about a setting or situation (that is, which tell a story
or document a phenomenon). Photos of signs are not
appropriate.
Please send them to william.michelson@gmail.com. Receipt
by Wednesday, February 27 would be gratefully appreciated.

The Art of Conversation
Wednesday, March13, 6:00 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom
The topic will be “Silence: Revisited”
If desired, a sandwich should be ordered by
Monday, March 11, 4:00 p.m.
Hosted by Carol Vine: carolvine@bell.net

Play-Reading Group
The play-reading group will meet in the Studio at 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday, March 20.
Members and guests are welcome to read or to listen.
Constructive criticism is encouraged.
Those wishing to submit scripts should send them to
Thomas Gough at tewgough@icloud.com

Hamburg redheads, Bill Michelson
THE

“Pleasant Hour”
$2 off drinks from 4:30–6:30 p.m. every
Wednesday.
On the last Wednesday of the month we are pleased to
welcome members of the St. George’s Society.

Members and guests who are interested in writing in any
genre or form are invited to join us:
Tuesday, March 19, and Tuesday, April 16, at 6:00 p.m.
Contact Martin Jones: martin800@live.com
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WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Club Night
Monday, March 18

Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m. • $27.50
Please reserve for each Club Night

SHAWN MICALLEF
“This Old Teenage City”

Monday, March 4

TOM SMART
Peter Clapham Sheppard: His Life and Work

Peter Sheppard was a contemporary and friend to the Group
of Seven. He found subjects not only in the northern Ontario
landscape but also in the urban scenes of Toronto, Montreal
and New York City. A skilled commercial artist, he was able to
blend the demands of illustration with a need to interpret the
life of the city, its harbours, parks and circuses in a style that
looked to American figurative movements and Impressionist
modes. Smart will bring Sheppard and his art out of the
shadow of the Group and examine his studio collection, which
has only recently come to light.
Tom Smart is the Director of the Beaverbrook Art Gallery in
Fredericton, New Brunswick.

As Toronto comes of age as an almost-alpha city, Shawn
Micallef will discuss his latest book, Frontier City: Toronto on
the Verge of Greatness, and the planning, political, and
aesthetic issues explored in it and in his work as a Toronto Star
urban columnist and Spacing magazine editor.

Monday, March 25

AN EVENING WITH ANDRÉ ALEXIS

Monday, March 11

MONICA WHICHER, soprano
ELIZABETH UPCHURCH, piano

We are honoured to present Monica Whicher, a versatile
interpreter of a vast repertoire of art song, oratorio, opera
and chamber music. A student of Lois Marshall, she is
distinguished by her “lustrous tone,” musical elegance and
intuitive theatrical sense. Monica has performed in operatic
roles, recitals and festivals with with every major orchestra,
in Canada, as well as in the U.S., Europe, and Asia, and is now
on the Voice Faculty of the U of T as well as the Glenn Gould
School.
Elizabeth Upchurch, music director of the Ensemble Studio
of the COC, is one of the most sought-after pianists and vocal
coaches in Canada.
Together they present a program of songs by Schumann,
Poulenc, Strozzi and others. Please join us.
8 March 2019

André Alexis is among the most intellectually curious and
exuberantly inventive writers that Canada has produced. Time
and again he has shown that a novel can be both intelligent
and popular. Fifteen Dogs won the Giller Prize in 2015. His
latest novel, Days by Moonlight, has just been published.
André Alexis’s work displays a mastery of literature’s
history and a startling power of invention, balancing intellectual
sophistication with a sense of humor, pathos, and beauty.
Citation, Windham-Campbell Award
(See also page 3.)

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Literary Table
Bar 12 noon; Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $22.75
Please reserve for each Literary Table

Tuesday, March19

JAMES FITZGERALD
Dreaming Sally

Tuesday, March 5

ROBERT LEWIS
Power, Prime Ministers and the Press

Prize-winning author James
FitzGerald explores how the
death of an eighteen-year-old girl
in the summer of 1968 forever
changed his life and the life of the
other man who loved her.
Dreaming Sally is a true story
of first love, sudden death, and
synchronicity set against the
countercultural turmoil of the
1960s. The book is the third
and last in a thematic trilogy of
creative non-fiction.
Of James FitzGerald’s two previous works of non-fiction, one
was on Upper Canada College and the other on his family’s
history of mental illness.

Journalist Robert Lewis has, for decades, been at the centre of
Canada's biggest news stories, and he has many lively storiesbehind-the-stories to tell. His recently published book, Power,
Prime Ministers and the Press: The Battle for Truth on Parliament
Hill, has recently been long-listed for the RBC Taylor Prize for
literary non-fiction.

Tuesday, March26

K. D. MILLER
“Under the Influence”

Tuesday, March 12

NORMA ROWEN
“Jane Austen’s Bad Boys”

Charming, clever, witty and frequently manipulative, they are
the Mr. Wrongs who try to waylay Jane Austen’s heroines on
their journey to Mr. Right. In this talk Norma Rowen will take
a look at these figures, exploring what makes them tick, how
they operate and, perhaps most important of all, whether
they might be redeemable by the proverbial “good woman’s
love.”
In the end, of course the heroine’s choice goes against them.
But does the reader always agree?
Norma Rowen has given several talks for the A&LC’s Literary
Table, two of them on Jane Austen.

In her presentation, Hamilton, Ontario-born author K.D.
Miller describes the process whereby she used the paintings
of Alex Colville as prompts for her latest collection of short
stories Late Breaking. Her talk includes links between specific
paintings and their corresponding stories, and is enhanced
by brief readings from the book.
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WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Music Wednesday
Bar 12 noon; Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $ 22.75
Please reserve for each Music Wednesday

Wednesday, March 20

TRISTAN SAVELLA AND FRIENDS
Wednesday, March 6

IAN YE, violin
TIFFANY YEUNG, violin

The Phil and Eli Taylor Performance Academy for Young Artists
presents two outstanding artists for this A&LC performance.
Ian Ye, a member of the Toronto Symphony Youth Orchestra
since 2017, has a bio replete with scholarships, awards and first
prizes. Tiffany Yeung has performed as a soloist with several
Ontario orchestras and was the winner of the 2017 “Remember
Enescu” International Violin Competition in Romania. For us
they perform Paganini and César Franck.
We welcome them on the threshold of what promise to be
exciting careers.
(See also page 3.)

Pianist Tristan Savella has won prizes at several competitions,
including the Concours Flame in Paris, and the Bradshaw
and Buono International Piano Competition in New York
City. Currently a Doctoral student at the University of
Toronto, Tristan is an alumnus of the Glenn Gould School, the
Universität Mozarteum Salzburg, and the Eastman School of
Music. For this performance, he brings together a clarinetist
and cellist to perform Brahms’ Clarinet Trio, Op. 114.
Wednesday, March 27

TENORISSIMI

Wednesday, March 13

ZACHARY RIOUX, tenor
JENNIFER TUNG, piano

Praised as “a show-stopping tenor,” 21-year-old Zachary
Rioux has already appeared in operas and on concert stages
across Eastern Canada over the past few years. This season,
while completing his Bachelor degree at the Glenn Gould
School, he is also a member of the emerging artist program
with the Arcady ensemble.
Jennifer Tung, vocal program coordinator and vocal coach at
the GGS, is a sought-after collaborative pianist, teacher and
soprano.
10 March 2019

Originally inspired by the great performances of the famous
Three Tenors, Tenorissimi is now a happily established Arts
& Letters Club tradition. Thanks to our Jim Norcop and U of
T Faculty of Music’s Darryl Edwards, this annual celebration
of up-and-coming young tenors is one of our most eagerly
anticipated events, now in its ninth season.
Book in good time!

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Ad Lib
8:00 – 11:00 p.m.

Friday, March 1

No Ad Lib

Arctic Hare. Anna Leggatt

Join us for Night 2 of the LAMPSweek presentation of
Missing, and Presumed Drowned.
Friday, March 8

Crafts Night
Damon Lum invites Angel Di Zhang and friends to bring
copious amounts of arts and crafts supplies for the Ad Lib
crowd for play. What is going to happen to that neverending package of spaghetti this time? Don’t forget to take
advantage of the bar as we create masterpieces.
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.
Friday, March 15

JOTO Improv
Damon Lum welcomes the improv troupe “I’m Bad With
Names.” Come and support the courageous souls on stage or
join in on the fun!
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.
Friday, March 22

Infinite Sequels: A Poetic Journey
The London Free Press lauds it as “brilliant and beautiful”;
audiences call it “mesmerizing” and “riveting.” On his way
to Stratford and Hamilton Fringe in 2019, David Stones,
performs his celebrated one-man poetry and music show,
“Infinite Sequels,” with full production music track and live
violin.
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.
Friday, March 29

Ukrainian Canadian Authors
Join host Marianne Fedunkiw for “Kazky and Kava” (“Stories
and Coffee”), an evening of readings by emerging authors
including: Tanya Berezuk, Lesia Chytra, Marianne Fedunkiw,
Erika Hanchar, and Ulana Snihura. Each of these authors
was awarded a Kobzar scholarship by the Shevchenko
Foundation to attend the Humber School for Writers
Workshop.
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio

Remember, AD LIB IS YOU!
If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact our
Ad Lib chair, Damon Lum (damon_lum@hotmail.com).

ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:
Page 1:

LAMPSletter masthead, Ray Cattell
Irene Katzela, photo Gord Fulton, photo collage Carol
Anderson
Page 2: Burns Supper, photo Don McLeod
Page 4: Butterfly book: based on The Book of Life, sculpture by
David Kracov, tribute to Rabbi Yossi Raichik:
Page 6: Colour, Pattern & Texture exhibition poster, Edd Baptista
Page 7: Whisky Galore image: Basil Radford in Whisky Galore.
Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive from The Guardian.
com
Page 7: Hamburg redheads, photo Bill Michelson
Page 8: The Engine Home, c 1919 by Peter Clapham Sheppard,
from www.pcsheppard.com
Page 8: Monica Whicher, Elizabeth Upchurch, photos courtesy of
the artists
Page 8: Shawn Micallef, photo courtesy of the author
Page 8: André Alexis, photo by Jaime Hogg
Page 9: Robert Lewis, photo courtesy Dundurn Press
Page 9: Dreaming Sally book cover, penguinrandomhouse.ca
Page 9: Late Breaking, photo courtesy K.D. Miller
Page 10: Ian Ye, photo courtesy the Taylor Academy
Page 10: Tiffany Yeung, photo NAC Young Artists Program /
Programme des jeunes artistes du CNA
Page 10:		Zachary Rioux, Jennifer Tung, photos courtesy the artists
Page 10: Tristan Savella, photo courtesy the artist
Page 10: Matthew Cairns, River Guard, Angelo Moretti, Arieh
Sacke, Suzy Smith, photos courtesy of the artists
Page 11: Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah
Page 11: Arctic Hare, photo Anna Leggatt
LAMPSletter editor:
Copy editor:		

Sally Holton
Jane McWhinney

Many thanks to the volunteers
who prepare the LAMPSletter for mailing.
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Sunday

March 2019

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

February 25

26

27

28

March 1

2

LAMPSweek: MUSIC
Club Night

U of T Opera
“Glancing Back,
Looking Ahead

LITERATURE

ARCHITECTURE/FILM

Literary Table

Architecture Lunch

Maureen Jennings
“Always a Journey of
Discovery”

Tim Morawetz
“Canadian Art Deco”

Film Night

Won’t You Be My Neighbour

3
A&L
Challenge
entries due
Public Art
Opening
1:00–4:00 pm

4

5

Art Cttee 4:00 pm
Membership 5:15 pm

Club Night

Tom Smart
Peter Clapham
Sheppard: His Life and
Work
dinner 6:30 pm
Monday Night painters

6

Literary Cttee 10:30 am

Literary Table
Robert Lewis
Power, Prime Ministers
and the Press
12:15 pm
Property Cttee 4:30 pm

6:00–9:00 pm

10
LAMPSletter
deadline
(all material
except
Members’
News)

11

12

Architecture Cttee
5:00 pm

Club Night

Monica Whicher,
soprano
Elizabeth Upchurch,
piano
dinner 6:30 pm

18

19

25
Board Meeting 4:00 pm

Club Night

Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–2:30 pm

Missing, and Presumed
Drowned

9
Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–3:30 pm

John Inglis’s
Adventures in
Creativity
1:00–3:00 pm
Studio

14
LAMPSLetter deadline
Members’ News noon

TGIF lunch noon
Ad Lib
Crafts Night
Studio 8:00 p.m.

15

21
Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–2:30 pm

Activities Cttee: 4:30 pm
Writers’ Group 6:00 pm

Tristan Savella and Friends
12:15 pm
Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm
Play-reading: 6:30 pm

James FitzGerald
Dreaming Sally
12:15 pm

TGIF lunch noon
Ad Lib
JOTO Improv
Studio 8:00 pm

27
K.D. Miller
Late Breaking
12:15 pm

Monday Night painters
6:00–9:00 pm

28
Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–2:30 pm

Literary Table

Music Wednesday
Tenorissimi
12:15 pm

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm

22
John Inglis’s
Adventures in
Creativity
1:00–3:00 pm
Studio

Music Wednesday

16
Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–3:30 pm

Film Night
Whisky Galore
pub supper 6:30 pm
film 7:30 pm

Music Wednesday

20

26

An evening with
Andre Alexis
dinner 6:30 pm

LAMPSweek: Stage
Stage Night

8

Students from the Taylor
Performance Academy
12:15 pm
Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm
Stage Cttee Mtg 6:30 pm
Photography Group 7:00 pm

Literary Table

Shawn Micallef
“This Old Teenage City”
dinner 6:30 pm

Public Art
Opening
1:00–4:00 pm

Stage Night

Zachary Rioux, tenor
Jennifer Tung, piano
12:15 pm
Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 pm
Art of Conversation 6:00 pm

Club Night

24

TGIF lunch noon

Missing and Presumed
Drowned

Music Wednesday

Norma Rowen
“Jane Austen’s Bad
Boys”
12:15 pm

Nancy Jacobi

7

13

Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–3:30 pm

“Washi: Ancient Material,
Contemporary Resource”

Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–2:30 pm
Music Cttee 10:45 am

Literary Table

Monday Night painters
6:00–9:00 pm

17

VISUAL ART/STAGE
Visual Art Lunch

23

Spring Members Show
intake: 11:00 am–2:00 pm

Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–3:30 pm

Prints and
Drawings Show
take down
9:00–11:00 am

TGIF lunch noon
LAMPSletter mailing
Ad Lib
Infinite Sequels: A Poetic
Journey
Studio 8:00 pm

29

30

Painters’ Studio
10:00 am–3:30 pmTGIF
lunch noon
Ad Lib
Ukrainian Canadian
Authors
Studio 8:00 pm

31

Events requiring reservations are shown in bold

April Issue Deadline:

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION/PAYMENT INFORMATION

• for Members’ News: Wednesday March 13 at 12 noon

You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify
which events you are booking and the number of places you require.

• for all other items: Sunday, March 10
As there is a high demand for space, items will be accepted
in order of receipt as long as space is available. If you wish to
include a notice or feature, please contact the editor with as
much advance notice as possible, so that space can be reserved,
and plan to submit it no later than Sunday, March 10, or by
arrangement with the editor. Email submissions to lampsletter@
artsandlettersclub.ca. If you cannot email, contact Naomi
Hunter well in advance of your deadline. Late submissions
cannot be accepted.
The LAMPSletter will be mailed out on March 22; it is also
available each month on our website www.artsandlettersclub.ca

Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for
most events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are
requested by the end of day the preceding Friday.
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The
Club prefers payment by cash, cheque, debit and Club card, and accepts VISA and
MasterCard.
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of
the event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that
have been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance.

