
A Celebration of 
110 Years of Club History!

Thursday, June 21, 6:30 p.m.  
$34.50, please reserve

We celebrate both the summer 
solstice and our significant 
anniversary with a big party!

Mark 110 years of fun, 
fellowship and commitment to 
the arts—and look forward to the 
summer days ahead, as we enjoy 
a delicious three-course dinner.

Wear a costume from 1908 
or your best summer finery!

 
Club history and tradition 

will be acknowledged at various 
other events during the week 

of June 17–23.
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Future Shock! Members of the 2018 Spring Revue, photo Damon Lum

Annual Meeting and 
Members’ Dinner 

Thursday, June 7

 ANNUAL MEETING 5:00–6:00 p.m.
Members will elect the Officers and Directors of 

the Club, hear the President’s Report and watch the 
unveiling of the Executive List.

This will be the Club’s first “name tag” event.
Get creative and wear your own personalized name tag, 

or pick one up when you arrive.

MEMBERS’ DINNER 6:30–8:00 p.m.
Members are encouraged to stay for a convivial and 

celebratory dinner. The President will recognize 
members who have provided distinguished service to 

the Club.

Reservations are not required for the Annual Meeting; 
please reserve in advance for the Members’ Dinner. 

For members only • price $27.50

You are invited to stay on in the lounge after dinner to 
watch the results of the Ontario election.

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca
mailto:info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca
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New Members
Lawrence Cherney’s Soundstreams and Luminato Festival 
are presenting a preview of one of next season’s works. Hell’s 
Fury, the Hollywood Songbook, with baritone Russell Braun 
and Serouj Kradjian, piano, is a 90-minute song-cycle by 
Hanns Eisler, a gifted Austrian/Jewish/Marxist composer who 
fled to Hollywood in 1938. A decade later he was declared 
an “unperson” in the McCarthy era and forced to leave as 
an undesirable alien. The cycle, following the arc of his life, 
established his reputation as a composer of 20th-century song. 
The sold-out performance takes place at the Club on Saturday, 
June 23.

Rudolph Stussi is having an exhibition, Canada Askew, of 
his best Canadian (and US) paintings at the John A. Libby 
Gallery, 463 King St. E. from May 31–June 9. The opening is 
on Thursday, May 31, 7:00–9:30 p.m. All his friends from the 
Club are heartily welcome. It may be his last show in Canada 
for some time. 

Members’ News
Gloria Epstein is a judge, a Justice of the Court of Appeal 
for Ontario and of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, 
and a YWCA Woman of Distinction. Long acquainted with 
the Club, she is now ready to join us to enjoy her interests in 
good conversation, literature and film. She is recommended by 
Karen Weiler and sponsored by Judy Raymer Ivkoff and the 
Membership Committee.

William Lambert is a retired investor with expertise in 
engineering and finance. He has had a lifelong interest in 
the arts, is a supporter of the Stratford Festival, TSO, WSO 
and Opera Atelier and describes himself as being in the 
“enthusiastic category of the membership.” He looks forward 
to participating in the arts and literatary programs. He is 
sponsored by Scott Burk and the Membership Committee.

Liz Muir is an award-winning writer who recently enjoyed a 
complimentary membership following a speaking engagement 
with the Literary Table. She now joins us as a permanent 
member, to enjoy the company of fellow members and Club 
programming. She has published several full-length books, 
notably on Canadian women aviators, travel, and the church 
in Canada, and has worked as an editor on a wide variety of 
publications. She is sponsored by Peter and Elizabeth Alberti.

David Ouchterlony is a retired family physician and coroner. 
He was Physician-in-Chief at Wellesley Hospital and a 
physician at the Temmy Latner Centre for Palliative Care at 
Mount Sinai Hospital. The son of musician and past president, 
also David Ouchterlony, he spent his younger days immersed 
in music as a pianist and as a choir boy at Grace Church on-
the-Hill. He continues his musical interests through support 
for the Royal Conservatory of Music and the Kiwanis Festival. 
He looks forward to good company and musical and literary 
pursuits at the Club. David is sponsored by Peter Aykroyd and 
Jane McWhinney. 

Donna Ouchterlony is also a retired physician and the 
founding director of Canada’s first neurorehabilitation unit at 
Riverdale Hospital (now Bridgepoint). She is an enthusiastic 
painter, having taken several courses at OCAD, and enjoys 
painting in Sanibel where she and David winter. She knows 
and enjoys the company of several Club members and looks 
forward to meeting others and becoming involved in Club 
activities. Donna is sponsored by Mary Vernon and Peter 
Aykroyd.

Kathleen Parle is a creative director, graphic designer, artist 
and sessional professor at OCADU. She has attended several 
events at the Club, particularly those associated with the Alcuin 
Society. Kathleen has published a number of limited edition, 
letterpress and hand-bound books. Her interests in the arts are 
wide-ranging and she will enjoy discussion with like-minded 
people. She is sponsored by George Walker and Michelle 
Hogan-Walker.

Calling Summer Readers!
The Tuesday, September 11, Literary Table will feature 
“Summer Reads”—members’ mini-reviews of books they’ve 
been reading and may (or may not!) recommend.

During these next three 
months, if you find a 
book that captures your 
interest in some way, 
please consider giving a 
five-minute review at the 
Literary Table.  

If you’d like to participate, please contact Mary Frances 
Coady at mfcoady@gmail.com.

Another Member Profiled
My special interests include art and travel, especially 
using small-gauge railways. I am a book lover, dog lover 
and amateur watercolourist, and am interested in art and 
architecture. I was involved for many years in a family 
antique business set in our home—a small 19th-century 
gardener’s cottage that was formerly part of the Massey 
Estate (Dentonia Park Farm) in east Toronto.

Merla McMurray

Toronto Summer Music Ticket Discounts
The Toronto Summer Music Festival is 
offering Club members a 20% discount on 
ticket purchases (except July 12 and 25).

Use our special promo code to order tickets through their 
box office. You can find the promo code on the Club’s private 
website or obtain it through the office. Please see concert 
listings and book tickets at www.torontosummermusic.com.

mailto:mfcoady%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.torontosummermusic.com
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OUR MISSION
It is timely during this celebration of 
the Club’s 110th anniversary to remind 
ourselves of the mission that has been 
central to the Club since its formation in 
1908. Our constitution states that “the 
object of the Club is to advance the arts 
and letters, by and through its members, 

who practice and contribute to the arts in the conviction that 
the arts are essential to a healthy, enlightened society.” And 
as an arts club, we are an association of creative individuals 
dedicated to artistic activity and learning, with frequent 
outreach to the Greater Toronto community.  
The Club fulfills its mission in a number of ways. One of the 
most important is the attention that we give young artists. 
We regularly feature young musicians in our music programs. 
Young artists participated and received awards in the NEXT2 
exhibition in October 2017, and we support young writers 
and other artists through the Arts & Letters Club of Toronto 
Foundation.
Another aspect of the Club’s mission is its stewardship of 
one of Toronto’s significant historic buildings—a building 
important to several arts organizations as a congenial, 
convenient, and cost-effective venue for performances, 
receptions and meetings. Given the current development 
pressures in the neighbourhood around 14 Elm Street, the 
preservation of the Club’s heritage building and the Club’s 
purpose as a centre of artistic activity in downtown Toronto is 
a special challenge. 
Much more can be done to further the Club’s mission. But 
this year presents an opportunity to reflect on the good things 
that have been achieved. One need only spend a few minutes 
with a daily newspaper to know that the Club’s mission 
remains highly relevant and essential.

CLUB COMMITTEES
Each year, in June and July, the Club’s various committees 
undergo some turnover and seek new members. There are 
two main groups. First, there are the LAMPS committees, 
each focused on one of the LAMPS disciplines. These 
committees are crucial to the life of the Club in undertaking 
our artistic programming. The second group are the various 
Board committees involved in the day-to-day running of 
the Club: Membership, Finance, Property, Fundraising 
and Neighbourhood. Each of these committees needs and 
welcomes new members. Please consider joining one of 
them. Please contact the relevant Chair about joining a 
LAMPS committee. If you are interested in joining one of 
the Board Committees, please contact me, Farrell Haynes or 
Fiona McKeown. The success of our Club depends upon the 
volunteer efforts of its members. And committee participation 
is an excellent way to meet members and learn about the 
workings of the Club. David Phillips, President

President’s Column

Architectural historian John Blumenson collects bookends 
with an architectural theme. You can see a selection from his 
fascinating collection in the Archives display cases on the 
lower level, on view now until at least the end of May.

Scott James and Victor Russell, Club Archives

Plein air painting at Edwards Gardens

Laurie De 
Camillis 
(above)

Peter Marsh 
(right)

Rati Vajpeyi, Janet Hendershot, Heidi Burkhardt, 
Laurie De Camillis and Peter Marsh
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Eric Koch (1919–2018)
Members share their memories of Eric Koch, a man of wide-
ranging artistic interests who joined the Club in 2004 and 
especially enjoyed Literary and Music events:
When I met Eric he was, I think, 87, and long since retired 
from both the CBC and York University. However, he was 
just beginning one of the most creative periods of his life. 
From 2009 to 2017, Eric published a daily blog called 
Sketches, which covered, with great wit and originality, an 
extraordinarily wide range of subjects—everything from 
Napoleon’s mistresses to the morality of Angela Merkel. 
There were eventually more than 2,000 entries in this blog 
and every one was a treat. The comments section, too, was 
superb, as his “followers” included many of Canada’s most 
distinguished minds. Eric also published no fewer than six 
books between 2009 and 2017. 
Every August on his birthday, Eric would host an afternoon 
party in the back garden of a downtown restaurant. For 
some reason the weather was usually perfect and you might 
find yourself sipping beer in the sun while chatting with a 
well-known radio personality, a retired supreme court justice, 
or an author of popular mystery novels. All Eric’s friends 
were erudite and lively, and the place somehow felt like a 
biergarten in the Frankfurt of Eric’s youth, before the tragic 
events of 1933 drove him and so many others away. 
Last year, at the age of 98, Eric finally decided to move into 
a retirement residence and he also gave up his blog. His 
intellectual life was by no means at an end, however. Within 
a month of his arrival, he had organized a high-level lecture 
and discussion series for his fellow residents and he also 
began work on a new novel. That novel, Beethoven’s Locket, 
was due to be launched April 28—the day he died.  

Tim Nau

I met Eric in 1965. He was a colleague and friend at CBC 
Public Affairs and the Couchiching Institute, and a fellow 
researcher into lunch eateries of Toronto. His remarkably 
lengthy and productive career ended in his 99th year with 
his peaceful death in Toronto on Saturday, April 28—the day 
that was to have seen the launch of his 25th book, Beethoven’s 
Locket.
As chance would have it, we had met for lunch earlier that 
week. We went to a small German deli in Scarborough with 
a couple of tiny tables, a counter serving hot food, cold cuts 
and other deli items, and an intriguing selection of pickled 
things in bottles and cans. A step back into his past—Eric was 
in his element! As always, conversation flowed and we had a 
fine time. It was a shock to hear a few days later that the book 
launch had been postponed due to his passing.
My memories of Eric will always include his probing 
intellect focused on public affairs, his abiding love for his 
adoptive country and his fervent belief in the importance of 
independent public broadcasting in the continued shaping of 
a healthy democracy.

Stuart Marwick

Bob’s Playwrights
Bob Beardsley, who died last year, was a popular and highly 
regarded member of the Club.  His quiet, but razor-sharp 
wit was something that his friends among us will not forget. 
He was an active Club member who wanted to make a 
difference—and he did!
In 2012, Bob established an annual award for a one-act play 
script by a full-time secondary or post-secondary student 
from the GTA. The Stage Committee stepped up to the plate, 
advertised a competition through the schools, universities and 
colleges, and juried the plays. The first awards in 2013 went to 
two students whose plays were performed at an awards night 
at the Club. This format extended into 2014.
Enter the newly established Arts and Letters Club of Toronto 
Foundation. In 2015, it took the Beardsley Award for Young 
Playwrights under its wing, with a major step forward. The 
Club and the Foundation negotiated with the Playwrights 
Guild of Canada to do the administration and jurying of 
the student plays, and to include this award in its annual 
Tom Hendry Awards Night—the Canadian Oscars of new 
playwriting. Along with prizes for a wide range of categories 
for drama and musical comedy, the Beardsley Awards are 
now presented at a gala evening held at the Club. Our young 
playwrights and their work come to the attention of those 
who are influential in the wider world of Canadian theatre 
writing. The award now enjoys recognition and the cachet 
that goes with major prize ceremonies like this. Club members 
are invited to attend, but readings of the Beardsley Award 
winners’ plays take place on a Club Night later in the year.
This year it’s happening on Monday, June 18. As befits a 
party, the evening will begin with an hors-d’oeuvres reception. 
Members will meet the young playwrights, hear them read 
from their winning plays, and then enjoy dessert!

This year’s first prize went to Alexander 
Steele Zonjic, for his play Enola Gay. 
Alexander is an actor whom you may have 
seen on Murdoch Mysteries. He has recently 
completed studies at the Ryerson Theatre 
School, and his play has been performed 

there. “Enola Gay” was, of course, the B-29 bomber that 
dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima. In Alexander’s 
play, set on Hallowe’en night, three young men are in the 
garage looking for companionship on the social dating app 
Grindr, and discussing how to get one of the matches over 
to the house for a fun night. Things take a turn, and crueller 
intentions come to light. The play parallels the story of the 
infamous bomber with a modern twist for the digital age.
On June 18, you will hear Alexander reading from his play, 
along with readings by the two runners-up, Alexandra 
Simpson’s NEXUS and Lily Domingue’s For Marnie. In the 
process of preparing for the evening, we also discovered some 
plays by Bob Beardsley himself, and we will present a reading 
from one of these as part of the evening’s entertainment.
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You see a lot in 110 years! Here are some of the things 
our Club has seen and can celebrate or, at the very least, 
acknowledge. (The source for these is Margaret McBurney’s 
lively history of the Club, The Great Adventure. Copies are 
available for purchase from the office.)
Club camaraderie: The 1948 Spring Revue was directed as 
usual by the talented but often irascible Napier Moore. This 
was the year Toronto converted from 25-cycle to 60-cycle 
electricity, and the revue was aptly titled Sixty Cycle: A Sort 
of Hydro-phobia—or Light Entertainment. The story is told 
of one difficult and noisy rehearsal—whether it was for 
this production or another of the many revues that Moore 
directed—when he suddenly roared, “How many sons-of-
bitches are directing this show?” In the silence that followed, 
Carl Pemberton’s voice was heard from backstage, saying, 
“Only one, Napier, only one.”
St George’s Hall: 1) In 1920, 200 members opened their new 
clubhouse, marching in procession into the Great Hall, where 
President Vincent Massey, in scarlet robes, accepted the keys 
to the building from Sir Frederick Banting. The large heraldic 
banners by J.E.H. MacDonald representing past presidents 
and members of that year’s executive were on view. His gentle 
tongue-in-cheek humour was evident, and the members loved 
them. 2) One January evening in 1981, Roland Pincoe was 
alone in the Great Hall when he noticed wisps of smoke at 
the front of the stage. By the time the firemen arrived, Roly 
had emptied three fire extinguishers on a growing blaze. The 
curtains had collapsed, blocking the stage and missing him by 
a matter of inches. He suffered from smoke inhalation, but 
soon recovered and was proclaimed a hero by grateful fellow 
members. The fire had been caused by an overheated lamp. 
3) In 1986, Ken Jarvis announced at the Annual Meeting: “I 
end my term with this tiding—at three o’clock today the Arts 
& Letters Club became the owner in fee simple of 14 Elm 
Street.” The price: $1,400,000. 
Illustrious guests, and unusual ones: Roald Amundsen, Grey 
Owl, Rupert Brooke, Peter Ustinov, Margaret Laurence. 

In 1939 William Patrick Hitler, the 
Liverpudlian son of Adolf Hitler’s half-
brother (Uncle Adolf referred to him as “my 
loathsome nephew”). He served in the US 
Navy during the war and changed his name 
after his discharge. 

Club traditions: The round oak table with its border of 
animals that we gather around in the lounge was carved 
by member Jack Ridpath of Ridpath’s Fine Furniture and 
donated to the Club in 1935.
Advocacy for the arts: In 1943, John Coulter’s attention 
was drawn by an article about Britain’s support for the arts. 
He felt Canada needed to do more. Over the year, the Club 
formed an advisory council of members and produced a 
report. Something was in the air, because other cultural 

organizations had also taken up the cause, and in 1944, the 
Club led a group of sixteen major cultural organizations from 
Toronto on a great “march” to Ottawa, bringing “the battering 
ram of their combined briefs” to the federal government—a 
remarkable set of documents outlining the strengths and 
weaknesses of Canada’s cultural life. The Canadian Arts 
Council was formed later that year to “win government 
recognition of the arts”: this later became the Canadian 
Conference of the Arts. These efforts planted the seed that led 
to the formation of the Canada Council in 1957.
Support for artists: In 1942, Club members donated paints, 
brushes and other items to help enemy aliens interned in 
Northern Ontario cope with their enforced isolation. Some 
of their art work was sent to the Club and displayed for 
everyone’s enjoyment. 
Exemplary volunteerism: In February, 1937, Bob Defries 
resigned as treasurer, a post he had held with distinction for 
twenty-nine long years!
Women members: The Club has never discriminated on the 
basis of race, religion or age; sex was another matter. On a 

number of occasions over the years (when 
the Club needed money!), it considered 
admitting women on a very limited basis; 
i.e., the odd lunch. Finally in 1985, after 
much heat, on a motion by the president, 
Jim Parr, membership for women was 
finally settled by a vote of sixty-four in 

favour, thirty-eight against, with one spoiled ballot.
Artists at work: In 1936 a few artists met to paint scenery for 
an upcoming stage production. A pail of sizing had been left 
for them in the basement cooler. For an hour they worked 
frantically, sizing flats and canvas, but the paint wouldn’t 
“take.” They found out why the next morning, when the 
housekeeper reported the day’s soup missing. 
The occasional scandal: “The Great Canadian Art Fraud.” In 
1964 a painting purported to be the work of Jim MacDonald 
was up for bids at a Ward-Price auction. Elizabeth Kilbourn, 
then an art critic with the Toronto Daily Star, rose to demand 
that the auctioneer reveal whose collection the work had come 
from. The painting was taken to the AGO for authentication 
and proved not to be by MacDonald. Ninety-one other 
paintings by “members of the Group of Seven” or by “Tom 
Thomson” had also been falsely attributed. Neil Shakery’s 
(brief ) membership was terminated when he was found guilty 
and sentenced to a year in prison.
And maybe even name tags! President David Ouchterlony 
(1959–61) had an elegant, bone-dry wit—as Ned Corbett 
discovered at lunch one day when he sent a note to 
Ouchterlony across the table. “What’s the name of the fellow 
sitting beside you?” he asked. The note was shoved back with 
a scribbled reply: “How the hell would I know? I don’t even 
know your name!”

In Our   110th Year, Some Bits of Club History!
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Plein Air Painting
We’re going plein air every Thursday in May and June, 10:00 
a.m.–3:00 p.m. Bring your lunch.

May 3 Edwards Gardens: meet on the west side of the 
parking lot.

May 10 Grenadier Pond: meet at the Grenadier Cafe.
May 17 Riverdale Farm: meet across from the Necropolis.
May 24 Ashbridges Bay: meet in the parking lot—Coxwell 

& Lakeshore.
May 31 Etienne Brule Park: meet in the parking lot.
June 7 Cedar Ridge Creative Centre:  meet in the parking 

lot. 
June 14 James Gardens: meet in the parking lot.
June 21  Guild Park and Gardens: meet in the parking lot.
June 28 Bluffers Park and Marina: meet in the parking lot.

See the Club bulletin board or the website for directions.

Please contact Heidi Burkhardt, heidirburkhardt@hotmail.
com, for more information and to be put on the mailing list. 
She is also the person to talk to if you need transportation.

And plan now for the end of summer 
showcase Plein Air Exhibition, September 
1–29, in the Lounge.

Artists may submit up to three pieces. One 
will be chosen for the Deborah Gilbert Award 

for Plein Air Painting, with a cash prize of $500. This annual 
award is for work created on location, entirely outdoors. 
Minor touch-ups are allowed; photography is not eligible.

Important: Preparing Work for Hanging
Please ensure that all work submitted has D-rings or similar; 
wires are optional for large works; very small works require 
wires.

Calls for Entry
June 16–August 31: Summer Group Show.

Members may submit three works. There is no theme. Two-
dimensional work must be framed according to Art 
Committee guidelines. Submitted work must have been 
completed within the last three years, and not shown in 
any past Club exhibition.

• Intake: Friday, June 15, 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, June 16, 9:00–10:15 a.m.

• Public Opening: Sunday, June 24, 1:00–4:00 p.m.

• Club Night, Monday, June 25. Speaker: Dee Dee Eustace, 
Art in Architecture/Architecture as Art.

Current Exhibition
The Photography Group Show continues until June 16.

• Takedown and pickup, Saturday, June 16, 9:00–11:00 a.m.

Visual Arts News

 Other Exhibitions in 2018 

September 1–28: Members’ Plein Air Show; Pat Cleary Solo Show  

September 29–October 26: Zora Buchanan Retrospective 

October 27–November 23: Members’ Fall Show 

November 24–January 5, 2019: Members’ Small Works Show

Studio Painting
Monday Night Life Painting: has adjourned for the summer.
Wednesdays through June. Contact Martha West Gayford: 
mwestgayford@ca.inter.net
Fridays through June, 10:00 a.m.–noon, and 1:30–3:30 p.m.  
Contact Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com

Adventures in Creativity with John Inglis
John Inglis’s final class, on June 7, will meet at the Distillery 
from 1:00–3:00 p.m. Contact him for information and 
directions: john@inglisquest.com 

Art Committee Chair: Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com

mailto:heidirburkhardt%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:heidirburkhardt%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:mwestgayford%40ca.inter.net?subject=
mailto:wendyab%40pathcom.com?subject=
mailto:john%40inglisquest.com?subject=
mailto:wendyab%40pathcom.com?subject=
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Wednesday, June 13, 6:00 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom

A LAMPSroom Chat—no formal topic. 

Sandwiches must be ordered 
by 4:00 p.m. on 
Monday, June 11. 

Contact: Carol Vine
carolvine@bell.net

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Pleasant Hour
$2 off drinks from 4:30–6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays

On Wednesday, June 20, we will feature a “Bridle Press,” a special 110th anniversary cocktail! 

We are pleased to welcome the St. George’s Society on the last Wednesday of the month.

 

The

Members and their guests who are interested in writing in 
any genre or form are invited to join us on

 Thursdays, June 14 and 28, at 6:00 p.m. 

Contact Mary Kehoe: marylilliankehoe@gmail.com

 Pub supper 6:30 p.m.; film 7:30 p.m. 
please reserve • $15.00

Wednesday, June 13
Noises off  

(1992, 90 minutes)
Hosted by Warren Clements

When we showed a clip from this film at the Club earlier 
this year, two things happened. Audience members 

howled with laughter throughout, and they demanded to 
see the entire movie. So here it is, with pleasure.

Director Peter Bogdanovich brings playwright Michael 
Frayn’s ingenious theatrical farce to the screen. Michael 

Caine plays the director of a hapless cast trying, through a 
couple of rehearsals and preview performances, to ready 

a comedy called Nothing On for opening night. Everything 
goes wrong, as we see both from the audience’s point of 
view and, in a bravura sequence, from behind the scenes. 
Among the players who make the wild physical comedy 
and split-second timing look easy: Carol Burnett, John 

Ritter, Christopher Reeve, Denholm Elliott, Julie Hagerty, 
Marilu Henner and Mark-Lin Baker. 

Film Night

The Art of Conversation 

The challenge for the May meeting was “flowers,” and we 
saw everything from exotic to the simple dandelion.

The top choice from all submissions was the shot taken by 
Gord Fulton at the memorial site at Lastman Square.

The topic for June will be “clouds”—vague and loose so 
that photographers may shoot at what is above us and 
whatever might be in it or in front of it at the time, day 

or night.

The next meeting is Wednesday, June 6, 6:30 pm.

Please send two images before Monday, June 4,
to Jack Gilbert: jack.gilbert@rogers.com

“HotShots” Photography Group

mailto:carolvine%40bell.net?subject=
mailto:marylilliankehoe%40gmail.com?subject=
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
mailto:jack.gilbert%40rogers.com?subject=
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Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m. by reservation 
June 4, 11 and 25 • $27.50

June 18 • $30 

Monday, June 4

JOE FIORITO
“Fiorito’s Toronto”

Come hear Joe Fiorito, award-winning 
columnist of the Toronto Star (now 
retired). His novel The Song Beneath the 
Ice won the City of Toronto Book Award 
in 2003. His latest book is City Poems.
In Joe Fiorito’s own words:

He plays snooker with more enthusiasm 
than accuracy.

He puts up 35 quarts of tomatoes every 
year.

He has no sense of direction.
He professes no religion except doubt.
His knees are shot, thanks to high school football
 and years of pounding the pavement as a journalist.
He opposes full-body advertising on streetcars.
His father was a mailman and his mother was a waitress.
He dropped out of university after six months.

Joe Fiorito is as unforgettable as the other citizens he writes 
about.

Monday, June 11

JOSEPH JOHNSON, CELLO

Principal ’cellist of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra since 
the 2009–2010 season, Joseph has been heard throughout 

the world as a soloist, chamber musician and educator. 
A gifted and inspiring teacher, he is Assistant Professor 
of Cello at the University of Toronto, as well as the ’cello 

coach for the Toronto Youth Symphony Orchestra, and has 
conducted numerous masterclasses for a wide range of 

institutions and ensembles. He promises to play one of the 
great Bach Suites for Cello.

Joseph performs on a magnificent Paolo Castello 
cello crafted in Genoa in 1780.

For a great introduction to Joseph, you might like to check out 
TSO Moments on Youtube.

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Monday, June 18

“BOB’S PLAYWRIGHTS”
Reception with hors-d’oeuvres 6:00 p.m.

Playreadings begin at 7:00 p.m. • coffee and dessert follow

Celebrate with us the recipients of the 2017 Robert 
Beardsley Award for Young Playwrights.

Hear the winner and runners-up read from their plays, 
along with a reading from a play by Bob Beardsley.

A new Club tradition, established in 2013.

See also page 4

Monday, June 25

DEE DEE EuSTACE
Art in Architecture/Architecture as Art

Architect and 
interior designer 
Dee Dee Eustace 
will use the artists 
Sargent, Dufy 
and Cy Twombly 
as examples to 
demonstrate 
how art works 
with architecture. 
Addressing several 
art-enriched 
projects that 
include residential 
and condominimum design and Harbour 60 Restaurant, she 
will talk about the design process from the viewpoint of site, 
architecture, interior, furniture, lighting and art.
A member of Taylor Hannah Architect Inc., Dee Dee has 
created wide-ranging projects . Within the art world, she has 
consulted to shape Nesbitt Burns’s permanent collection, 
started the International Art Fair in Toronto with Jane Corkin, 
and curated the Twelve Trees of Christmas, Joy of Creativity, 
for the Gardiner Museum. 

Club Night

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KveFNXRwQo
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Tuesday, June 19

CAROL ANDERSON
“Arthur’s Blog”

In September, 2012, Arthur J. 
Cricket moved from his digs 
at Coach House Press and 
installed himself in his new 
suite behind file box “F” in 
the Archives. A curious and 
sociable fellow, he very 
much enjoyed being the 
Club’s resident cricket and 
stayed for seven months. He 
used his time here to sample 
everything—and loved it all! 

You will hear a slice of Club 
history—selections from 
his daily blog about the 
Club that appeared on the 
website over those months.

Tuesday, June 26
Come to the Literary Table’s fête Champêtre

Women’s Art Association, 23 Prince Arthur Avenue,
noon–3:00 p.m. 

Closest Subway Station: St. George (Bedford Road exit).
There is limited parking directly to the west of the house, 
or a parking lot directly south (enter from Bedford Road).

This year our annual summer party takes place in 
Toronto’s charming Annex neighbourhood in a historic 
building full of art and light, with a spacious deck and 

formal garden for our enjoyment. 
This is a potluck lunch. Please let Norma Rowen (nrowen@
yorku.ca) know what you plan to bring: a cold savoury dish, 
a salad, bread and cheese, fruit or dessert. Beverages will be 

provided. 
There is a nominal charge of $15 (cash) per person to cover 

the cost of renting the facility.

Let’s celebrate the beginning of summer!  Rain or shine!

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Bar 12 noon; lunch 12:15 p.m.  by reservation • $22.75

Tuesday, June 5

JAMES HARBECK
“The Secret Set of Extra-Tasty Words”

Words, as any linguist will tell you, have an arbitrary 
association between sound and sense. There are 

exceptions, of course—imitative words such as “woof” 
and “thud.” And for historical reasons, longer words are 

more likely to occur in more formal or technical text.  But 
there’s a secret set of words that most people—even most 

linguists—aren’t aware of: words whose sound really 
does tend to mimic the meaning, and which allow you to  

change the tone of your writing subtly just by using them, 
like adding the faintest dot of red in a painting. 

Linguist, editor, and author James Harbeck will open the 
door into the world of phonaesthemes.

Tuesday, June 12

CHARLES PACHTER: Canada’s Artist 

We hear from is one of 
Canada’s best-loved 
and most celebrated 
artists. His work is witty, 
thoughtful, moving, 
and personal. Many, like 
Queen on Moose, The 
Painted Flag, and Hockey 
Knights in Canada, have 
achieved a remarkable 
level of recognition 
across the country—
indeed, around the world. 
His collaboration with 
Margaret Atwood on 
The Journals of Susanna Moodie has been called “the most 
magnificent book ever to be published in Canada.”  

Charles Pachter: Canada’s Artist is a celebration of the life 
and work of a man who has helped to redefine Canadian 
art. His promotion of Canada and its culture has left a 
lasting legacy that he continues to build on.

Literary Table

mailto:nrowen%40yorku.ca?subject=
mailto:nrowen%40yorku.ca?subject=
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
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Bar 12 noon; lunch 12:15 p.m. 
by reservation • $22.75

Wednesday, June 6

LYNDSAY PROMANE, mezzo soprano
RACHEL KERR, piano

We welcome mezzo-soprano 
Lyndsay Promane, a recent multi-
awarded graduate of the U of T 
Opera Division, praised for her 
“genuine and deeply satisfying 
sound” and her “arresting presence 
on the opera stage.” Along with 
pianist Rachel Kerr she brings a 
delightful recital that includes 
Spanish folksongs by de Falla, 
French art songs, and Broadway 
favourites. 
Lyndsay will be participating this 
summer as a fellow in the Toronto 
Summer Music Festival Art of Song.

Wednesday, June 13

GARNET uNGAR and ANGELA PARK, piano duo

Bill Aide takes pride in inviting back to the Club 
two extraordinary former students. Now flourishing 

professionals, Angela Park and Garnet Ungar team up 
to present a duo recital of music by Bach, Schubert (F 

minor Fantasy), and Dvorak (Slavonic Dances, opus 46). 

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to these 
longtime friends of the Club.

WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Music Wednesday

8:00–11:00 p.m.

Friday, June 1

REMEMBERING STAN
This June marks the 35th anniversary of the tragic passing 
of Stan Rogers, one of Canada’s most beloved and multi-

talented folk singer-songwriters. Join Rob Prince and 
his special musical guests for our second annual tribute 
in song and story to the man whose songs speak to the 

essence of the Canadian experience. 
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio

Friday, June 8

JOTO IMPROv 
Damon Lum welcomes the troupe “Cawsome, the 

Educational Raven”! Come and support the courageous 
souls on stage or join in on the fun! 

Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

Friday, June 15

BRING YOuR OWN CAMERA 
Bring a DSLR or your cell phone camera and capture the 
beauty of the Arts & Letters Club as we near our 110th 

anniversary celebrations. Feel free to bring props or use a 
favourite app!

Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

Friday, June 22

THE GERALD ISAAC STuDIO PRESENTS “OLD FRIENDS” 
In its 110 years the Club has seen many wonderful 

performances of music by Broadway composers. Former 
member Gerald Isaac has performed on the Toronto 

musical theatre scene for over 40 years, and at the Club 
many times! His studio’s works are an Ad Lib June tradition! 
Join singers Morna Wales, Robert Godin and Lynn Glazer 
with William Belonio on piano, in a program of songs by 

Stephen Sondheim. 

Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

Friday, June 29

CANADA DAY BYOBG
We return to the roots of Ad Lib with a Board Game Night 

just before Canada’s birthday!

Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

REMEMBER, AD LIB IS YOu! 
If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact our 
Ad Lib chair Damon Lum, damon_lum@hotmail.com 

Ad Lib

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
mailto:damon_lum%40hotmail.com?subject=
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ARTWORK CREDITS
Page 1:  LAMPSletter masthead, Ray Cattell.
Page 1:  110 logo, Carol Anderson.
Page 1: Cast and member of Future Shock, photo Damon Lum.
Page 3:  David Phillips, photo Gord Fulton.
Page 3: Architectural bookends, photo John Blumenson.
Page 3: Plein air painting, May 3, photos from Heidi Burkhardt.
Page 4: Alexander Steele Zonjic, photo from his Instagram feed.
Page 5: Two photos from The Great Adventure: William Patrick 

Hitler, from the Club’s collection, and Jim Parr, president’s 
portrait by Jack McNie.

Page 6: Deborah Gilbert Award logo, Laurie De Camillis. 
Page 6: Summer Group Show poster, Charlie Maurer.
Page 7: Noises Off, theatrical release poster by Al Hirschfeld.
Page 8: Joe Fiorito, photo from the writer.
Page 8:  Joseph Johnson, photo stringsmagazine.com.
Page 8: Beardsley Award winners, photo Playwrights Guild of 

Canada.
Page 8: Dee Dee Eustace, photo from the artist.
Page 9: James Harbeck, photo from the writer.
Page 9: Charles Pachter: Canada’s Artist, book cover from Dundurn 

Press.
Page 9: Image from cover, Arthur’s Blog, Carol Anderson;
 14 Elm Street, artist John McMorrow, Club’s collection. 
Page 9: Garden of the Women’s Art Association of Canada, photo 

from their website. 
Page 10: Lyndsay Promane, photo from the artist.
Page 10: Angela Park, photo Tony Hauser; Garnet Ungar, photo 

from the artist.
Page 10:  Ad Lib logo by Andrew Sookrah.
Page 11: From the 2018 Spring Revue, photos Gord Fulton.
Page 11: Mel Lastman Square tribute, photo Gord Fulton.

LAMPSletter editor:   Carol Anderson
Copy editor:  Jane McWhinney

More from the Spring Revue 2018

Speaking in Pronouns, Jim Helik, Margot Trevelyan, Penelope 
Cookson, Morna Wales, Jane Carnwath

Guilty as Charged: Irene Katzela, Carole Miles, Gord Fulton, 
Jane Carnwath

Breaking News: Wilson West, Margot Trevelyan, Irene Katzela

A Laugh a Minute, Martha Spence and Rob Prince  
photos Gord Fulton

Floral tribute to the victims of the van attack at 
Mel Lastman Square, photo Gord Fulton
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Events requiring reservations are shown in bold.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon

Ad Lib
“Remembering 

Stan”
Studio 8:00 p.m.

LAMPSletter 
deadline: 

except 
Members News

Literary Table
Carol Anderson
“Arthur’s Blog”

12:15 p.m.

Board Mtg 4:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon

Ad Lib
JOTO Improv

Studio 8:00 p.m.

Literary Table
“Charles Pachter:
Canada’s Artist”

12:15 p.m.

Painters’  Studio
Music Wednesday

Garnet Ungar and Angela Park
duo piano, 12:15 p.m.

LAMPSletter deadline for 
Members’ News  noon

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.
Art of Conversation 6:00 p.m.

Film Night Noises Off 
dinner 6:30, film 7:30 p.m.

Club Night
A Celebration of the 

Beardsley Awards
Reception 6:00 p.m.

Playreadings 7:00 p.m.

 We Celebrate 110 Years  of Arts   & Letters   History and  Tradition!

 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  

     1 2  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

Club Night
Dee Dee Eustace

“Art in Architecture”
6:30 p.m.

Public Art 
Opening
1:00–4:00 

p.m.

Literary Table
James Harbeck

“The Secret Set of 
Extra-Tasty Words”

12:15 p.m. 

Painters’  Studio

Music Wednesday
Lyndsay Promane, mezzo 

Rachel Kerr, piano
12:15 p.m.

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.
HotShots Photography Grp

6:00 p.m.

Art Cttee 4:00 p.m.

Membership Cttee
5:15 p.m. 

Club Night
Joe Fiorito

“Fiorito’s Toronto”
6:30 p.m.

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Club Night
Joseph Johnson, 

solo cello
6:30 p.m.

Plein Air painting
James Gardens 

Writers’ Group
6:00–8:00 p.m.

Plein Air painting 
Guild Inn

Members’ Dinner
 110th Anniversary

Celebration
6:30 p.m.

Summer Issue Deadline:
•  for Members’ News: Wednesday, June 13 at 12 

noon
• for all other items: Sunday, June 10
As there is a high demand for space, items will be 
accepted in order of receipt as long as space is available. 
If you wish to include a notice or feature, please contact 
the editor with as much advance notice as possible, so 
that space can be reserved, and plan to submit it no later 
than Sunday, June 10, or by arrangement with the editor. 
Email submissions to lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.
ca. If you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in 
advance of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. 
The LAMPSletter will be mailed out on June 22; it 
is also available each month on our website: www.
artsandlettersclub.ca/lampsletters.

RESERvATION/CANCELLATION/PAYMENT INFORMATION

You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify 
which events you are booking and the number of places you require. 
Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most 
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by 
the end of day the preceding Friday. 
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of 
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The 
Club prefers payment by cash, cheque, debit and Club card, and accepts VISA and 
MasterCard. 
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of the 
event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that have 
been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance. 

Intake, Summer 
Group Show

9:00-10:15 a.m.

Takedown
Photography 

Show
9:00–11:00 a.m.

Plein Air painting 
Cedar Ridge 

John Inglis’s 
Adventures in 

Creativity 1:00–3:00 p.m.
(at the Distillery)

Annual Meeting 
5:00 p.m. followed by 

Members’ Dinner 
6:30 p.m.

 Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday

fête Champêtre
(offsite)

noon–3:00 p.m.

Property Cttee 4:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Plein Air painting 
Bluffers Park and 

Marina

Writers’ Group
6:00–8:00 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon
Ad Lib

Canada Day 
BYOBG

Studio 8:00 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon

LAMPSletter mailing

Ad Lib
Gerald Isaac Studio

“Old Friends”
Studio 8:00 p.m.

10 11 12 13 14 15  16    
Painters’  Studio

Intake, Summer Group 
Show 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

TGIF lunch noon
Ad Lib

Bring Your Own 
Camera

Studio 8:00 p.m.

 

mailto:lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
mailto:lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.ca
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