
Doors open 
May 26 and 27

Volunteers needed!
The Club opens its doors to the public on both Saturday, 

May 26 and Sunday, May 27, and needs volunteers to 
welcome hundreds, possibly thousands, of visitors. This is 

a great opportunity to let the public see the Club 
and learn who we are.  

Hours are 10:00–3:00 p.m. on Saturday, and 10:00–
5:00 p.m. on Sunday. You can sign up for half a day 

or an entire day. Come and spend part of the weekend 
supporting your Club.

For more information or to volunteer please email 
reservations@artsandlettersclub.ca, 

or you can book online for either day:
artsandlettersclub.ca/login

May 2018 Vol. 77 No. 5

14 Elm Street, Toronto
Ontario, M5G 1G7
416-597-0223
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A Celebration of Italian Wine, Food and Culture
Thursday, May 3, dinner 6:30 p.m.

Five-course dinner including wines, $95   Waiting List 

A presentation of Italian wines matched to the courses, and informal discussion of significant 
Italian contributions to our LAMPS.

Host: John Goddard with guest Allan Leal of Profile Wines

THe ArTs & LeTTers AWArD
CALL For noMInATIons

Closing date: Thursday, May 31

Every year the Club presents the Arts & Letters Award 
to a non-member who deserves recognition for a 
significant contribution to the cultural life of the city 
and beyond. 

Recent past winners include Michael Albano, John 
Beckwith, Richard Gwyn, Dennis Reid and, for 2017, 
R.H. Thomson. 

Awardees receive an Arts & Letters Club 
medal, an honorarium and complimentary 
membership for one year. The 2018 award 
will be presented in the early fall.

Members are invited to submit nominations for this 
prestigious award. To help the committee understand 
the quality of the nominee’s performance, art, or work, 
his or her contribution to the community, and the 
length and strength of commitment, please submit 
the nominee’s curriculum vitae, supporting material 
such as newspaper or magazine articles or reviews, or a 
representative CD or DVD, and letters from members 
or others familiar with the nominee’s achievements and 
background, detailing why he or she should receive the 
Award.

Please address submissions to:

Chair of the Arts & Letters Award Committee, 
in care of the General Manager’s Office: 

manager@artsandlettersclub.ca

mailto:reservations%40artsandlettersclub.ca?subject=
https://artsandletters.clubhouseonline-e3.net/login.aspx
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
mailto:info@artsandlettersclub.ca
www.artsandlettersclub.ca
mailto:manager@artsandlettersclub.ca
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new Members
Julia Chmilnitzky will be participating in the North York 
Visual Artists’ group show, Spectrum 2018, at the Toronto 
Centre for the Arts, April 20–May 4. She is also represented 
in the Don Valley Art Club’s annual group show and sale at 
Todmorden Mills, May 2–13, with a reception on May 2, 
7:00–9:00 p.m.
Warren Clements has written two new books. More Aesop, 
ASAP, released in April, offers 52 fables retold in rhyming verse 
with archival black-and-white illustrations by Sylvain Sauvage 
and Frederick Burr Opper. Here We Come A-Wassailing, due in 
May, collects the political carols he has written for the Globe 
and Mail over the past three decades. He is at work on a book 
of illustrations by one-time club member Robert E. Johnston 
(brother of the Group of Seven’s Frank Johnston), with 
humorous text by Club co-founder Peter Donovan.
Jack Gilbert has a solo photography exhibition at the IX 
Gallery, 110 Davies Ave, Toronto, for the full month of May 
as part of Contact 2018. The opening reception is Thursday, 
May 17, 6:30–9:30 p.m. Proceeds from sales will be donated 
to the Markham Stouffville Hospital Foundation in support 
of the “Kids Health Alliance” with SickKids Hospital. Jack 
was interviewed on Global TV in late March about his 
photography and this fundraiser.
Janet Hunter’s sculpture Sisyphus has been accepted into 
the Ontario Society of Artists 145th Annual Open Juried 
Exhibition, which runs from April 12 –May 4 at the John B. 
Aird Gallery. Out of 462 entries, 47 works in various media 
were selected for the show.
Marvyne Jenoff’s collage Mirroring, which appeared in a group 
show at the Club several years ago, has been chosen as the cover 
art for Heather Cadsby’s new collection of poetry, Standing in 
the Flock of Connections, Brick Books, 2018. You are welcome 
to attend the launch at the Ben McNally Bookstore, on 
Tuesday, May 15, 6:00–8:00 p.m. For more information see 
www.brickbooks.ca and www.marvynejenoff.org. 
WRitER-in-REsiDEnCE WAntED!
Ellen Michelson writes to let Club members know that the 
Toronto Heliconian Club is seeking a writer-in-residence for 
2018–2019. Female authors of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and 
drama, and professional editors and journalists are eligible. 
Visit www.heliconianclub.org/artistic-residencies.html for 
information.The deadline for applications is Friday, May 11. 

Members’ news

Catering Corner
In honour of Victoria Day, this month’s signature drink is the “Queen Victoria Cocktail.” 
Enjoy this cocktail with its warm flavours of cinnamon and orange.

Behind The SeamS
Authors’ talk and book signing

sunday, May 6, 4:00 p.m.
hosted by Zora Buchanan

$20 includes sparkling wine and hors-d’oeuvres
please reserve 

Meet Canada’s iconic 
fashionista Marilyn Brooks 
in conversation with co-
author Peter Jennings as 
they talk about 40 years of 
fashion, music and art.
Hear a reading from Behind 
the Seams, and discover why 
Jeanne Beker says:

“I lapped up Marilyn’s 
engaging memoirs, written 
with great charm and 
candour. Her colourful 
stories are rife with drama 
and daring.”

If you have one of Marilyn’s pieces, wear it, or bring it,
so we can show it off!

Leslie Bowland is a retired banker and the wife of Club 
President David Phillips. She is a volunteer guide at the AGO 
and a frequenter of ballet, symphony and opera as well as being 
an accomplished pianist. She looks forward to participating in 
music, art and literary events at the Club. Leslie is sponsored by 
David Phillips and Joanne De Laurentiis.

Michael Gibson is a writer, film director and producer. He 
has produced both feature films and documentaries and his 
company has won many awards for its interactive and learning 
games and simulations aimed at both entertainment and life 
skills development. He is also a folk musician. He is sponsored 
by Jamie Laidlaw and Bill Denton.
We are delighted to welcome music writer Peter Goddard 
and Karen Weiler to the Club on a six-month complimentary 
membership. Madame Justice Weiler hosted a recent visit by 
Club members to view Osgoode Hall’s art collection.

1oz cognac 
1oz sweet vermouth 

¼oz of orange curaçao
Cinnamon stick garnish

Shake with ice, serve neat.
Joseph Sweeney, Catering Manager

http://www.brickbooks.ca
www.marvynejenoff.org
http://www.heliconianclub.org/artistic-residencies.html
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
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president’s Column
name tags
There has been quite a bit of 
discussion recently about the use 
of name tags at the Club. The 
prevailing view seems to be that 
the occasional use of name tags by 
members would be a good thing. 
This doesn’t mean that name tags 
would be used at all Club events; 

one or two events each month might be designated as “name 
tag events,” with members requested to wear name tags. This 
discussion started at the Town Hall on February 22. The 
point was made that name tags would be of assistance not 
only to new members but also to longer-term members who, 
despite having met the same person several times, may not 
remember his or her name. We have all had this experience! 
Some logistics still need to be worked out, but members are 
likely to see the advent of the occasional “name tag event” in 
the next few weeks.

Board matters
The Board has been dealing with a number of important 
matters as the Club approaches the 2018 Annual Meeting 
on June 7. These include a new plan to strengthen the Club’s 
fire safety procedures: additional signage and staff training 
measures will be put in place. Financial results for this year 
are looking quite good, largely thanks to very good results 
from the Club’s catering services. It appears likely that the 
Club will meet its budget for the financial year ending March 
31. The Membership Committee has begun work on a week-
long Membership Campaign for the fall, probably in early 
October.  

our neighBourhood
The Board is facing some important decisions pertaining 
to the proposed developments at 33 Gerrard and 8 Elm. 
The good news is that no construction activity is likely 
at either of these sites for at least another three or four 
years. A mediation conducted by the Local Planning Area 
Tribunal (the new name for the Ontario Municipal Board) 
is underway and will continue until at least June 18. This is 
aimed at reaching a settlement amongst the parties to allow 
the developments to proceed. The Club has filed oppositions 
to both developments, and is continuing with its efforts 
to raise funds for legal representation at the mediation. I 
want to thank the many Club members who have provided 
support by contributing to the Arts & Letters Club 
Assistance Fund. We urge those who have not yet made a 
contribution to the Assistance Fund to please consider doing 
so: contributions can be made at the Club office. A report 
on the neighbourhood developments will be provided at the 
Club’s Annual Meeting.    

David Phillips, President

2018 Literary 

Fête Champêtre
No more rainouts!

June is notoriously unreliable. 
After having been washed out twice, 

the Literary Committee is taking evasive action!

This year’s Fête Champêtre will take place on Tuesday, June 26 
at the Women’s Art Association.
As the weather decides, we 
can be under cover or under 
the sun.
Potluck, as usual—full 
information in June.

profiles “r” You!
Get yours onto the members’ website now. Here’s another one 
to inspire you.

Literary editing bookended my career. In between, my 
husband and I founded and ran a private high school 
in Toronto for 20 years (until his death) and Henry of 
Pelham Family Estate Winery, currently managed by 
our three sons. I also managed production for a small 
magazine and advertising for a small newspaper, started 
a movement that eventually stopped construction of the 
Spadina and four other expressways, and was assistant to a 
Toronto mayor. 

But my brief stint in film as a script supervisor was the 
most exciting time of my life. I felt like Mr. Toad with his 
new motor car! If only I had discovered that work sooner! 
Nowadays I play tennis, participate in groups focused on 
writing and literary discussion, and am writing a book.

Bobbi speck

save the date!

Thursday, June 7

Annual Meeting 5:00–6:00 p.m.

Members’ two-course dinner 6:30–8:00 p.m.

Please note that the change in time is due 
to a conflict with the date of the 

Ontario provincial election
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THe ArTs & LeTTers ConneCTIon
In the March LAMPSletter, you read about Jim norcop’s 
commitment to nurturing young singers. Jim, sally Holton, 
John Lawson, iain scott, sue White and I are all proud 
to have been active behind the scenes for many years with a 
concert group called The Aldeburgh (pronounced Ald’burra) 
Connection. Many of you were in the audience! Its mission 
was to showcase both classical song and young vocalists. The 
large brains and the deft musicality behind it were those of 
stephen Ralls and Bruce Ubukata, who received the A&L 
Award in 2005.
Both pianists spent their careers 
working with singers. The name 
they chose for their Toronto 
series was a link to their many 
summers spent as vocal coaches at the Britten-Pears School 
in Aldeburgh, England. The town was the home of Benjamin 
Britten and Peter Pears, who gathered around them renowned 
musicians and artists who taught and performed at the school 
and at the annual Aldeburgh Festival.
The Aldeburgh Connection concert series ran in Toronto for 
more than three decades. The always thoughtful and witty 
programs were each built around a theme, using narrative to 
connect and inform the music. Britten’s music often appeared, 
and the concerts introduced many of this composer’s works to 
Toronto audiences.  
To give you a better sense of the programs, one entitled The 
Princess and the Sewing Machine was built around the life of 
Winnaretta Singer (1865–1943), the daughter and heiress of 
the American sewing machine inventor. Having married the 
Prince de Polignac, she established a glittering Parisian salon 
that was attended by the significant artists and writers of the 
day—Proust, among others—and patronized composers such 
as Fauré, Stravinsky and Poulenc. The narrative offered glimpses 
into her life and times, with songs by composers in her circle. 
Another program, Parnassus on Elm Street, was a tribute to our 
own Club’s centenary. The narration included anecdotes about 
the Club and its members, and much of the music was by 
Club composers such as Leo smith, Ernest seitz (remember 
The World Is Waiting for the Sunrise?) and we also heard parts 
of Healey Willan’s “Club Constitution.” These concerts—
“The Sunday Series”—were later partnered with a series of 
vocal recitals that presented dozens of Canada’s best singers, 
Catherine Robbin, Gerald Finley, Michael Schade, Russell 
Braun, Daniel Taylor and Adrianne Pieczonka among them.
Stephen and Bruce “retired” their Aldeburgh Connection 
concerts in 2013. Their vast archive of concerts and programs 
is available on the website, www.aldeburghconnection.org.
Every Aldeburgh Connection concert also featured at least one 
piano-with-four-hands playing. This is what Stephen Ralls and 
Bruce Ubukata bring to Music Wednesday, on May 9. Come 
and renew acquaintances, or discover them for the first time. 

Carol Anderson

HoW To AD LIb
We love to come to the Club to enjoy fine performances, 
stimulating exhibitions and thought-provoking talks. Maybe 
you have something of your own you would like to perform, 
show or talk about? But perhaps you feel that a more informal 
setting with a smaller audience would work better for you. 
Or you might welcome the encouragement that comes with 
greater audience participation. As a supportive venue to show 
and share work, Ad Lib is the place to be.  
Ad Lib is a “happening” every Friday night. But it is also 
a microcosm of the Club, presenting the entire range of 
LAMPS and their artistic siblings—film, dance, improv—you 
name it. Have you written some songs you’d like to perform? 
Or a new short story that needs an audience? An intriguing 
movie you’d like to show and talk about? A stand-up comedy 
act you want to try out? A dance routine? A magic show?
Examples tell the story. In the last months Ad Libbers have 
enjoyed a live performance of a “long-lost” Sherlock Holmes 
story written and presented by Leon Warmski. They have 
spent an evening hearing from half a dozen Club poets, 
and then read some of their own poetry. There have been 
exhibitions and discussions about art by members and friends, 
evenings showcasing photography by Laura Jones and Jack 
Gilbert, talent nights, short videos by members, Morna 
Wales doing cabaret, playreadings, and more than one night 
where members like John 
Morris have brought their 
instruments to jam and make 
music together. 
Ad Lib coordinator Damon 
Lum says: “Ad Lib has 
always been a venue for 
opportunities you can’t 
really get in the Club’s more 
structured programs. It’s 
a small relaxed setting but 
incredibly supportive—perfect for sharing work in progress 
or something that you’d like to try out on an audience. That 
includes writing, musical and stage performances and the 
visual arts, but we also go a bit outside the normal LAMPS 
boundaries and venture into other artforms. For a over a 
decade, I’ve been involved in improvisational comedy, and 
at Ad Lib I’m able to bring this into the range of the Club’s 
artistic horizons. Rob Prince, who has been an Ad Libber 
from Day One, knows a huge amount about silent films. 
Ad Lib is a natural place for him to show some of these and 
talk about them. But, of course, it’s not just about art—it’s 
also about fun. Ad Lib also stages craft nights, birthday 
celebrations, chocolate tastings ....”
So, if you have a free Friday night, come to the Club, get a 
drink at the bar and head up to the Studio. If you are the one 
on stage, you will benefit from the support of a friendly and 
enthusiastic audience. If you are in the audience, you will be 
laughing, clapping, cheering, and just glad to be there.

Carole Miles and Rob Prince sing 
at Ad Lib, photo Damon Lum

www.aldeburghconnection.org
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“THe TWo ALAns” exHIbITIons
Alan stein, whose latest works are featured in the Great 
Hall, has been a highly respected painter in Canada for 
many years. He has received many awards and is represented 
by the Roberts Gallery, the gold standard of Canadian 
galleries. Recently he was invited to be artist-in-residence 

on an Adventure Canada 
expedition trip on the Ocean 
Endeavour from Greenland, 
across the Davis Strait to 
Ungava Bay, and down the 
coast of Labrador visiting 
Innu villages, national 
parks, abandoned fishing 

and whaling stations, and L’Anse aux Meadows. Greenland & 
Labrador Sketches results from that trip—a series of sketch-
book impressions, quiet and thoughtful, some in pencil and 
some in vibrant colour, of northern waters, seaside villages, 
and coastal views. There is a sense about them of a landscape 
in retrospect. No persons seem to inhabit these sketches … 
a lonely world. In time, we can look forward to seeing some 
of these appear in larger forms as paintings, and it will be 
interesting to think back to the sketches.

Now to the other Alan, in the 
Lounge. This is Alan King’s first 
solo show at the Club. What 
stands out? A large pre-QWERTY 
Crandall I typewriter in all its glory, 
meticulously observed and painted. 
When the religious era gave way 
to the communication era, the 
typewriter became the new pulpit, 
replacing pen and ink in written 
communications until the likes of 
Steve Jobs appeared. A nostalgic 
image for the newspaper world of 
which Alan was a part.
On the opposite wall are paintings of delicate seashells, as 
amazing in their smallness as the typewriter is in its size. In 
one exquisite painting, The Birth of Venus—reminiscent of 
Botticelli, of course—a tiny seashell cradles an even tinier shell 
in its rosy curve. Continuing the seaside theme is Beach Stones, 
four quizzically arranged grey pebbles.
There are several Toronto paintings, Hazelton and Queen 
Street, images of houses; and two cityscapes as seen from 
Centre Island, that best of perspectives on the CN Tower, king 
of all it surveys.
Three paintings stand alone: Too Thin, Too Rich, a female face 
elongated and narrowed; a large quiet grove of birch trees; a 
gushing waterfall. The essence of the subject shines through—
they are more than just images; they glow with life.

Elizabeth Kilbourn

Crandall Typewriter, oil on 
canvas, Alan King

ULYSSeS unpeeLeD
James Joyce spent years writing Ulysses. The result is a work 
considered so formidable that few undertake it.

Although it sticks to the classical unities (amazingly the action 
takes place over one day and in one place—Dublin), its 
reach is enormous. Whole historical, cultural, philosophical 
and literary worlds jostle each other within its pages. Its 
foundational text is, of course, the Odyssey, which guides its 
structure, but much of English literature is folded in there too 
(references to Shakespeare, Milton and other major writers 
abound), Jesuit theology regularly haunts its pages, and even 
the popular music of the day 
sometimes breaks in. It’s no 
surprise that one of Joyce’s 
earliest ambitions was to be a 
professional tenor).

If the work is extensive in 
its reach it’s also intensive in 
its detail (a microscope as well as a telescope). Its single place, 
Dublin, is so thoroughly realized that Joyce’s wish that if the 
city disappeared it could be entirely recreated from his pages 
would surely come true.

One person who was not intimidated by Ulysses was Michael 
Groden. On the contrary, when he read it at the age of 
nineteen, it changed his life. For the next forty years, as a 
professor of English at the University of Western Ontario, 
he worked on it intensively, publishing numerous books 
and articles. Ulysses in Progress (Princeton University Press) 
appeared in 1977; “Ulysses” in Focus: Genetic, Textual, and 
Personal Views (University Press of Florida) followed in 2010. 
In between he studied in the Joyce archives, and published a 
number of articles on the work’s textual and contextual issues. 
He has also taught extra-mural courses on the book at New 
York’s 92nd Street Y and here in Toronto.

I was lucky enough to take one of these courses. As a teacher 
and student of literature I was a veteran at making my way 
through long, densely packed difficult texts but I knew that 
in this case I needed help! And help I certainly received. 
During the course of six lectures, Professor Groden guided us 
steadily through this complex work, in no way compromising 
its complexity, and laying bare its many riches. In this he was 
helped by a lively assortment of audio and visual aids and by 
the meticulous notes he posted for us online—notes which are 
still available for the interested reader. At Club Night on May 
7, he will tell us why Ulysses is well worth reading.

Michael Groden has received numerous honours for his work 
over the years, but perhaps the pinnacle was the honorary 
D.Litt. he received in 2004 from Joyce’s own Alma Mater, 
University College Dublin. The ceremony was held on June 
16, the 100th anniversary of the day the novel’s events take 
place, memorialized annually in Dublin and worldwide, as 
“Bloomsday.” Truly, this was a fitting tribute. 

norma Rowen
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Visual Arts News

other exhibitions in 2018 
September 1–28: Members’ Plein Air Show; Pat Cleary Solo Show  

September 29–October 26: Zora Buchanan Retrospective 

October 27–November 23: Members’ Fall Show 

November 24–January 5, 2019: Members’ Small Works Show

studio painting
Monday Night Life Painting: May 7 and 14, 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
One pose for the three hours; Contact sandy McClelland: 
sandymccsox@gmail.com.

Wednesdays: Contact Martha West Gayford: mwestgayford@
ca.inter.net
Fridays: Contact Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com

Adventures in Creativity with John Inglis
John inglis’s classes will take place on May 10, and 24, then 
on alternate Thursdays until further notice: john@inglisquest.
com 

art Committee Chair: Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com
compiled by nancy De Boni 

Plein air painting
Hurray, hurray, it’s the first of May,
Outdoor painting begins today!

Let’s go plein air every Thursday in May and June, 10:00 a.m. 
–3:00 p.m. Bring your lunch. 

Examples of beautiful spots to visit: the Humber River at Old 
Mill, Edwards Gardens, the Don Valley at Todmorden Mills, 
Kew Gardens, Toronto Islands, Guildwood, Cedar Ridge, 
James Gardens, Ashbridge’s Bay, High Park—to name a few.

Transportation can be arranged. Contact Heidi Burkhardt: 
heidirburkhardt@hotmail.com. 

And plan now for the end-of-summer showcase Plein Air 
Exhibition September 1–29, in the Lounge.

Artists may submit up to three pieces. One will be chosen 
for the Deborah Gilbert Award for Plein 
Air Painting, with a cash prize of $500. This 
annual award is for work created on location, 
entirely outdoors. Minor touch-ups are 
allowed; photography is not eligible.

Important: preparing Work for Hanging
Please ensure that all work submitted has D-rings or similar; 
wires are optional for large works; very small works require 
wires.

Calls for entry
May 19–June 16: Photography Group Show.
Artists may submit up to five pieces. Everyone who submits 
work will have at least one piece accepted.  

•	 Jurors: Jack Gilbert, tony Batten, Peter Ng (guest juror).

•	 Intake:	Friday,	May	18,	11:00	a.m.–2:00	p.m.	and	
Saturday, May 19, 9:00–10:15 a.m.

•	 Public opening: Saturday May 26, and Sunday, May 27, 
as part of Doors Open.

•	 Club	Night	Opening:	May	28.	Speaker:	David	Williams,	
“Art & Advertising—the Resurgence and the Application.”

June 16–September 1: Summer Group Show.

Artists may submit three works. There is no theme. Two-
dimensional work must be framed according to Art 
Committee guidelines.

•	 Intake:	Friday,	June	15,	11:00	a.m.–2:00	p.m.	and	
Saturday, June 16, 9:00–10:15 a.m.

•	 Public opening: Sunday, June 24, 1:00–4:00 p.m.

Current exhibition
Continuing until May 19: Solo shows: Marina Hanacek 
(Great Hall) and Rati Vajpeyi (Lounge). 

mailto:sandymccsox@gmail.com
mailto:mwestgayford@ca.inter.net
mailto:mwestgayford@ca.inter.net
mailto:wendyab@pathcom.com
mailto:john@inglisquest.com
mailto:john@inglisquest.com
mailto:wendyab@pathcom.com
mailto:heidirburkhardt@hotmail.com
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY

pleasant Hour
$2 off drinks from 4:30–6:30 p.m. every Wednesday

On the last Wednesday of the month we are pleased to welcome the St. George’s Society

The play-reading group will meet on: 

 Wednesday, May 23, at 6:30 p.m.

Club Members are invited to participate in reading and 
discussion. (Guests may participate, but priority in reading 
will be given to members.) Watch the weekly E-bulletin for 

details of scripts to be read.

  Scripts in all stages of completion are most eagerly sought 
by the play-reading group. Are you the next Noël Coward? 
You’ll never know if you don’t get your stuff in front of the 

public! Send submissions to:
 Thomas Gough: tewgough@icloud.com

 Pub supper 6:30 p.m.; film 7:30 p.m. 
please reserve • $15.00

Wednesday, May 16
morocco (1930)

Hosted by Peter Harris
Starring Marlene Dietrich and Gary Cooper 

Dir. Josef Sternberg

When Dietrich swaggers onto a nightclub stage in Morocco 
in full tux-tails-&-top-hat, audiences—both on- AND off-
screen—were deliciously scandalized: this was the FIRST 

Hollywood appearance of a woman in trousers. When she 
then delivers a full frontal kiss to a woman in exchange for 
a rose…. well, decency meters AND erotic thermometers 

went over the top!

The ensuing torrid romance between Dietrich and 
Gary Cooper, as the tall, dark, handsome, womanizing 

Foreign Legionnaire, established her American career as 
an extraordinary femme fatale, and his career as a more 

versatile leading man than just a Western “shucks Ma’am” 
hunk. It also re-invigorated Sternberg’s faltering directorial 

career. Come and watch the cinematic sparks fly!

 

The HotShots wandered around the world looking 
at markets while remaining in the Club Boardroom. 

Sixteen photographers showed us their ideas of 
“market,” from saws hanging in an Istanbul Market, a 
homeless man at the edge of a downtown Toronto 

market, to a doll hanging out of a basket looking like 
she needed rescuing. 

The two best submissions, as chosen by popular 
vote, appear in this issue.  All the top photos can be 

viewed on the website.

The next meeting is Wednesday, May 2, 6:30 pm.

May’s subject is flowers, a relief from this past winter.

Please send two images before April 30
to Gord Fulton: fultongord@gmail.com

 

The

Members and their guests who are interested in writing in 
any genre or form are invited to join us on

 Thursdays, May 3, 17 and 31 at 6:00 p.m. 

Contact Mary Kehoe: marylilliankehoe@gmail.com

“Hotshots” photography Group

Wednesday, May 16, 6:00 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom

Topic: Loneliness and Social Isolation

To order a sandwich, contact the Office before  
May14, at 4:00 p.m.

Hosted by Carol Vine:  carolvine@bell.net

The Art of Conversation 

Film night

on stage

mailto:tewgough@icloud.com
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
mailto:fultongord@gmail.com
mailto:marylilliankehoe@gmail.com
mailto:carolvine@bell.net
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Bar 12 noon; lunch 12:15 p.m. by reservation • $22.75

Tuesday, May 1

ALexAnDer LeGGATT
“The comedy of errors: 

shakespeare’s Comic nightmare“

In Shakespeare’s comedy of mistaken identity (at Stratford 
this summer) the normal workings of society go haywire 

as the familiar becomes strange and the strange becomes 
even stranger. The talk will explore the ways in which 

Shakespeare turns what is alarming for the characters into 
comedy for the audience.

Alexander Leggatt is Professor Emeritus of English at 
the U. of T. and a frequent Literary Table speaker.

Literary Table

Monday, May 28

DAVID WILLIAMs 
“Art and Advertising—the resurgence 

and the Application”

Art and photography from the past often reappear 
in advertising. Are these “homages” or just copying? 

Master photographer David Williams will discuss how 
photographers are influenced and inspired by the wider 

field of art, design, modern media and advertising. 
He will also talk about the use of square format in 

photographic portraiture.

Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m. by reservation • $27.50

Monday, May 7

MICHAeL GroDen
“Why read a book Like James Joyce’s Ulysses?”

In a talk that will not assume that people 
in the audience have read Joyce’s Ulysses, 
Michael Groden will consider what attracts 
someone to a particular work of art, even 
a difficult one, and what makes Joyce’s 
100-year-old novel a living, vibrant work 
that speaks to us more than ever today.
At the age of 19, Michael Groden read 
Ulysses and was forever changed. He has 
taught, studied and written about Ulysses 

for over forty years. He has become increasingly interested in 
why he responded so strongly to this novel—considered by 
some people to be unreadable—and in the value of such a 
book for people like Arts & Letters Club members. 
On Bloomsday, June 16, 2004, along with Harold Pinter and 
Roddy Doyle, Michael Groden was awarded an honorary 
doctorate by University College Dublin, Joyce’s Alma Mater.

See more on page 5.

Monday, May 14

JAMes McLeAn, tenor
WILLIAM AIDe, piano
ein Schumannabend

Two of our favourite Club musicians join forces once again 
for a Schumann song cycle, this time Dichterliebe in its 

original form, with four additional Lieder.

The evening opens with Bill, pianist and poet, playing 
extracts from Kinderszenen and reading some poems they 

inspired in him, from his book Massenet’s Elegy.

MAY 21
VICTorIA DAY: CLub CLoseD

Club night

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
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Tuesday, May 22

eLIzAbeTH penTLAnD
“‘And What should I Do in Illyria?’: 

The Literary setting of Twelfth night”
Why did Shakespeare set one of his best-loved comedies 
in Illyria? What did his contemporaries know about this 
Adriatic region, and why did the playwright think it would 
make a good setting for a gender-bending romantic 
comedy? Elizabeth Pentland will explore how Shakespeare 
took up Illyria’s 
ancient history as he 
adapted a popular 
Italian tale for the 
stage during the 
final years of Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign. 

Elizabeth Pentland, 
Associate Professor 
of English, York 
University, specializes in Renaissance literature with a 
special focus on England’s literary and political relations 
with France during the French civil wars.

Tuesday, May 29
JAMes bACque 
“Spirit Builders” 

Spirit Builders tells the story of Charles Catto, his wife 
Barbara (Loveys), and Frontiers Foundation, founded 

in the 1960s to “build bridges of affection and respect” 
among Euro-Canadians and Indigenous and Métis people. 

Fulfilling a national responsibility with private means, 
Frontiers stepped in where government failed. In a 50-year 

period Frontiers volunteers built over 3,000 houses, and 
spurred Ottawa’s Rural and Native Housing Program into 
building over 120,000 comfortable, affordable houses for 

natives and Métis across Canada.

James Bacque’s books are international bestsellers and 
have sold in thirteen countries around the world. He lives 

in Penetanguishene.

WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Bar 12 noon; lunch 12:15 p.m.  by reservation • $22.75

Tuesday, May 8

LInDA beCK
“The Many Careers of p.G. Wodehouse”

P.G. Wodehouse is best known 
as the creator of Jeeves, that 
perfect gentleman’s gentleman, 
and Bertie Wooster, his 
“mentally negligible” employer, 
rendered in elegant and 
colourful prose. But he wrote 
many other works, including 
theatre reviews, Broadway 
shows, Hollywood movies, and 
other series of wildly farcical 
novels. In 1941 Wodehouse 

had a brush with scandal. He had been interned in Germany 
during the early months of World War II, and after his release 
broadcast five lectures from Berlin. BBC radio responded with 
such contempt that he never returned to England. 
Linda Beck will look at the facts and controversies relating to 
Wodehouse’s life and work. Linda has done extensive study 
of the great shows and creators of Broadway’s golden age, 
and teaches and speaks widely on the subject to university 
and private groups.

Tuesday, May 15

 KATHerIne AsHenburG 
“Sofie & cecilia”

This is the best kind of writing-about-art that is an art itself.
Marina Endicott 

Following a career as a 
journalist and author of non-
fiction, Katherine Ashenburg 
has written her first novel. Set 
in early twentieth-century 
Sweden, Sofie & Cecilia is a 
finely observed novel about 
the intricate demands of art, 
friendship and marriage. 

Intelligent, wise, and thoroughly memorable, this book is 
an exceptional literary achievement. 
Katherine Ashenburg has been an academic, a CBC Radio 
producer and the Arts and Books editor of the Globe and 
Mail. She has written about travel for the New York Times 
and architecture for Toronto Life. Her other books include 
Going to Town: Architectural Walking Tours of Southern 
Ontario Towns and The Mourner’s Dance: What We Do When 
People Die. 

Literary Table (continued)

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
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Bar 12 noon; lunch 12:15 p.m. 
by reservation • $22.75

Wednesday, May 2

u oF T CoMposITIon sTuDenTs

The most promising of emerging composers from the 
studios of Gary Kulesha and Larysa Kuzmeko at U. of T.’s 
Faculty of Music present a sampling of new works—for 
string quartet (Ryan Ng), string quartet and solo piano 

(Kenneth Cheong), piano quintet (Ricardo Ferro), violin and 
cello (Kevin Zi-Xiao), voice and solo piano (Kai Leung), and 

an a cappella choir of twelve voices (Patrick McGraw). Come 
for an exuberant foretaste of the Sounds of the Future! 

Wednesday, May 9

sTepHen rALLs & bruCe ubuKATA, 
piano four hands

A very warm welcome back 
to two pianists who have 
delighted us and Toronto 
audiences on many previous 
occasions!
They offer us a four-hands-
piano version of The 
Hebrides (Fingal’s Cave) by 
Mendelssohn, Schubert’s 
delicate Rondo in A major, 
and Fauré’s ever-charming 
Dolly Suite.            

See more on page 4.                             

Wednesday, May 16

JoeL ALLIson, bass-baritone
FrAnCes ArMsTronG, piano

Joel comes to us between finishing his studies at U. of T.’s 
Opera School and taking up his position as a member of 
the COC Ensemble this fall. We 
are very fortunate to hear this 
commanding young performer as 
he launches into what will surely 
be an impressive career. 

Not only is Joel praised for his 
“beautiful, rich, ringing tone” but 
he is also an audience favourite for 
the intelligence and dramatic flair 
that he brings to the stage. 

WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Wednesday, May 23

ruDIn LenGo, piano
Rudin Lengo’s performance 
has been described as 
“profound, imaginative 
and exceptionally 
communicative.” He is 
currently pursuing doctoral 
studies at the U. of T. with 
Enrico Elisi and Jamie Parker.

He will play two major works: 
Grieg’s demanding Ballade 
in G Minor, Op. 24, written 
as a set of variations on a 
Norwegian folk theme, and Mussorgsky’s grand Pictures at 
an Exhibition.

Wednesday, May 30

JoHn JuLL, piano
Pianist and organist John Jull always 
brings us thoughtful and perceptive 
programs, displaying “his marvellous 
pianism and musicianship.” 

John’s performance on this occasion 
features two significant works by 
Robert Schumann: Kinderszenen, Op. 
15, a quintessential exploration of 
the various moods of childhood, and 
Papillons, Op. 2, a set of miniature 
dances perhaps intended to represent 
a masked ball.  On the program also 
is a waltz by the composer of our 
national anthem, Calixa Lavallée.

Music Wednesday

Sunday book market in Old Delhi, photo Vipin sehgal

https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/
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8:00–11:00 p.m.

Friday, May 4

sTorIes oF ACTIVIsM 
Two community advocates, Pancheta Barnett, actor and 
current president of the East York Historical Society, and 
Laura Jones, photographer, will tell stories and show 
photographs about their involvement in raising awareness 
and promoting social 
justice, from Charlottesville, 
Va. and  Memphis, Tenn. 
to Washington, D.C. and 
Toronto. Stories include 
the revised “Poor People’s 
Campaign” and President 
Obama’s inauguration. 

Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio

Friday, May 11

JoTo IMproV 
Damon Lum welcomes the troupe “Boom, Baby Boom,” 

and “Russell Batcher and Friends!” Come and support the 
courageous souls on stage or join in on the fun! 

Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

Friday, May 18

AD LIb’s GoT TALenT: VICTorIA DAY eDITIon! 
Join fellow members and guests and show off your talents!  
Sing a song, perform a dance, or tell a joke. Bring a guitar, 
a keyboard, or a drum to be part of the rotation or to be a 

part of our house band to back up our entertainers!
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

Friday, May 25

MorAL DILeMMAs
Much as we like to think there is right and wrong, good 

and bad, not every moral decision is clear. Ad Lib offers a 
variety of moral dilemmas captured by poets, playwrights 

and ponderers. Come and engage with short excerpts from 
Shakespeare, Gilbert and Sullivan, Earle Birney, Stephen 
Leacock, and others. And a planned murder—one you 

might approve of. 
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio. 

reMeMber, AD LIb Is You! 
If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact our 
Ad Lib chair Damon Lum, damon_lum@hotmail.com 

WHAT’S ON IN MAY

Ad Lib

Inle Lake in Myanmar supports several villages with vibrant  
markets.This Pa’O lady was selling lentils and spices. 

Photo Anna Leggatt

ArTWOrK CreDITS
Page 1:  LAMPSletter masthead, Ray Cattell.
Page 1:  Doors Open 2016, photo Judith Davidson-Palmer.
Page 2: Marilyn Brooks and book, photos marilynbrooks.com.
Page 3:  David Phillips, photo Gord Fulton
Page 4: Aldeburgh Beach, drawing by Reynolds Stone.
Page 4: Carole Miles and Rob Prince sing at Ad Lib, photo 

Damon Lum.
Page 5: Moravian Church at Nain, LB, pencil sketch, Alan stein; 

Crandall Typewriter, oil on canvas, Alan King.
Page 5: James Joyce, Bloomsday at the Hammer poster, Hammer 

Museum, UCLA.
Page 6: Deborah Gilbert Award logo, Laurie De Camillis. 
Page 6: Photography Group Show poster, ian McGillivray.
Page 7: Gary Cooper and Marlene Dietrich from film publicity for 

Morocco.
Page 7: Loneliness, photo http://enallaktikidrasi.com
Page 8: James Joyce from Ulysses cover Penguin Modern Classic, 

llustration Lawrence Mynott
Page 8:  William Aide and James McLean, photos from the artists.
Page 8: David Williams and one of his photographs, from the 

artist.
Page 8: Comedy of Errors image, attribution not available. 
Page 9: P.G. Wodehouse, photo the Paris Review, winter, 1975.
Page 9: Katherine Ashenburg, photo from her website.
Page 9: Dubrovnik, Croatia: Fort Lovrijenac and Fort Bokar, photo 

Edward Wexler, English Wikipaedia.
Page 9: James Bacque (left) and Charles Catto (right), photo from 

James Bacque. 
Page 10: Bruce Ubukata and stephen Ralls, photo from The 

Aldeburgh Connection.
Page 10: Joel Allison, photo from the artist.
Page 10: Rudin Lengo, photo rudinlengo.com.
Page 10: John Jull, photo Gary Mulcahey.
Page 10: Sunday book market in Old Delhi, photo Vipin sehgal.
Page 11:  Ad Lib logo by Andrew sookrah.
Page 11: Pancheta Barnett (L.) and Laura Jones (R.), photo from 

Laura Jones.
Page 11: Spice market woman, photo Anna Leggatt.
LAMPSletter editor:   Carol anderson
Copy editor:  Jane mcWhinney

mailto:damon_lum@hotmail.com
marilynbrooks.com
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Events requiring reservations are shown in bold.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon

Ad Lib
Stories of 
Activism 

Studio 8:00 p.m.

Marilyn 
brooks

4:00 p.m.

LAMPSletter 
deadline: 

except 
Members’ 

News

Literary Table
Elizabeth Pentland

“‘And What Should I do 
in Illyria?’:  The Literary 

Setting of Twelfth Night”
12:15 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

Music Wednesday
Rudin Lengo, piano

12:15 p.m.

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Playreading Group: 6:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon

Ad Lib
JOTO Improv

Studio 8:00 p.m.

Literary Table
Katherine Ashenburg

“Sofie & Cecilia”
12:15 p.m.

Painters’  Studio
Music Wednesday

Joel Allison, bass-baritone
Frances Armstrong, piano

12:15 p.m.
Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.
Art of Conversation 6:00 p.m. 

Film nIght
Morocco

pub supper 6:30.; film 7:30 p.m.

DOORS OPEN
10 a.m.–3:00 

p.m.

VICTORIA DAY
Club Closed

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

  1 2 3 4 5 

27 28 29 30 31  
Board Mtg 4:30 p.m.

Club night
David Williams

“Art and Advertising”
6:30 p.m.

DOORS OPEN
10 a.m.–5:00 

p.m.

Literary Table
Linda Beck 

“The Many Careers of
P.G. Wodehouse”

12:15 p.m. 

Painters’  Studio

LAMPSletter deadline for 
Members’ News  noon

Music Wednesday
Stephen Ralls and Bruce Ubukata

piano four-hands
12:15 p.m.

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio
Intake, Photography 

show 11:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m.

TGIF lunch noon
LAMPSletter mailing
Ad Lib’s Got Talent: 

Victoria Day 
Edition! 

Studio 8:00 p.m.

Art Cttee 4:00 p.m.
Membership Cttee

5:15 p.m. 
Monday Painters 

6:00-9:00 p.m.
Club night

Michael Groden 
“Why Read a Book 

Like Ulysses?” 
6:30 p.m.

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Monday Painters 
6:00-9:00 p.m.

Club night
James McLean, tenor 
William Aide, piano
Ein Schumannabend

6:30 p.m.

Plein Air painting

Writers’ Group
6:00–8:00 p.m.

A Celebration of 
Italian Wine, Food 

and Culture
dinner 6:30 p.m.

Plein Air painting 
Writers’ Group

6:00–8:00 p.m.

Plein Air painting 

John Inglis’s 
Adventures in 

Creativity
1:00–3:00 p.m.

June Issue Deadline:
•  for Members’ News: Wednesday, May 9 at 12 

noon
• for all other items: Sunday, May 6
As there is a high demand for space, items will be 
accepted in order of receipt as long as space is available. 
If you wish to include a notice or feature, please contact 
the editor with as much advance notice as possible, so 
that space can be reserved, and plan to submit it no later 
than Sunday, May 6, or by arrangement with the editor. 
Email submissions to lampsletter@artsandlettersclub.
ca. If you cannot email, contact Naomi Hunter well in 
advance of your deadline. Late submissions cannot be 
accepted. 
The LAMPSletter will be mailed out on May 18; it 
is also available each month on our website: www.
artsandlettersclub.ca/lampsletters.

reserVATIon/CAnCeLLATIon/pAYMenT InForMATIon

You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify 
which events you are booking and the number of places you require. 
advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most 
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by 
the end of day the preceding Friday. 
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of 
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The 
Club prefers payment by cash, cheque, debit and Club card, and accepts VISA and 
MasterCard. 
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of the 
event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that have 
been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance. 

Literary Cttee 10:45 a.m.

Literary Table
Alexander Leggatt 

“The Comedy of Errors: 
Shakespeare’s Comic 

Nightmare”
 12:15 p.m.

Property Cttee 4:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio 

Music Cttee 10:45 a.m. 

Music Wednesday
U of T composition students 

12:15 p.m. 

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

HotShots Photography Group 
6:30 p.m.

Stage Cttee 6:30 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

TGIF lunch noon

Ad Lib
Moral Dilemmas
Studio 8:00 p.m.

Intake, 
Photography 

show

9:00-10:15 a.m.

Plein Air painting 

John Inglis’s 
Adventures in 

Creativity 
1:00–3:00 p.m.

 sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  saturday

Literary Table
James Bacque
 “Spirit Builders”

12:15 p.m.

Painters’  Studio

Music Wednesday
John Jull, piano

12:15 p.m.

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Plein Air painting 

Writers’ Group
6:00–8:00 p.m.

http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca/lampsletters
http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca/lampsletters
https://artsandlettersmembers.ca/

