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Board of Directors
Call for Nominations

Thursday, January 18
Join us for a classic Scottish dinner including
haggis, neeps and tatties, as we gather to celebrate
Scotland’s “National Bard” and favourite son
with toasts, poetry, songs and stories.
Host: Wendy Boyd
MC: Malcolm Sinclair
Cash bar at 6:00 p.m. • Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
$68 per person, includes wine with dinner and
drambuie with dessert.
Seating is limited; reservations are essential.
Reservations accepted for members and a single
guest until Thursday, January 11. After this date,
members may reserve for additional guests until our
seating limit is reached.

Hosted by Jess Hungate, led by whisky
expert David Beauroy
Featuring exclusive single cask whisky
from the Highland, Islay and Speyside regions.
A whisky-lover’s delight—or a never-to-be-forgotten
introduction for the novice
In the Boardroom at 5:15 sharp • $24 per person
Please book separately for the Whisky Nosing and
the Burns Supper

Who do you think would make a good member of the Arts &
Letters Club Board of Directors?
Several members of our current Board will complete their
terms of office in June, 2018. Our Club needs a strong,
enthusiastic, and committed Board to support the leadership
of our President as the Club addresses ongoing Club matters
as well as significant neighbourhood property development
issues.
The Board meets monthly to oversee the management of Club
affairs and finances. Please think about a member who you
believe would make a positive contribution to the Board and
forward the name to the Board Secretary and Chair of the
Governance and Nominating Committee, Farrell Haynes:
farrellhaynes1@gmail.com by Friday, January 29.

The Stage Committee’s new playreading series opened with
a lively meeting on November 15. We read three excellent
and very different short scripts by Lucy Brennan, Margot
Trevelyan, and Morna Wales, which were followed by animated
discussion. We are still soliciting short scripts (ideally 5–15
minutes in length), and would be really pleased to hear from
members whose work has never been presented to the Club.
Please submit scripts to Thomas Gough, tewgough@icloud.
com.
Reactions to the first meeting:
“It was great to hear my play read tonight. It makes such a
difference to get live voices interpreting my words.”
“I look forward to being there again next month!”
“Initial play reading was a success ... appreciated by the
dozen or so who attended.”
“All the pieces stimulated discussion and that’s a great
thing.”
“I hope (members) will feel inspired to go home and write
something for future readings.”
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 24, at 6:30
p.m. in the Studio. Readers and listeners are welcome.

New Members
Edd Baptista was the winner of the Marg King Award
of Merit, presented to him at the NEXT2 gala. A former
art director in advertising, he is now a full-time painter. A
member of the Artist Network, he hopes to both participate
in and contribute in other ways to visual art activities
at the Club. He is sponsored by Julian Mulock and the
Membership Committee.
Bruce H. Becker retired as Senior Manager V.P., Confederation Life. He has memberships with numerous art galleries
and museums, has attended a number of Club events and is
enthusiastic about the ways in which he can contribute to
many Club activities. He is sponsored by Melanie Duras and
Louise Vezina.
Andrew Bigauskas is an architect with Rafael & Bigauskas
Architects. He is the husband of member Louise Vezina
and is an active artist and architect. He looks forward to
participating in architecture group activities as well as studio
sessions and many other aspects of Club life. Sponsored by
Melanie Duras and Louise Vezina.
Graeme H. Cropley, a retired architect, is a Member of
the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada and a Life
Member of the Ontario Association of Architects. Beyond
his interests in architecture and architectural heritage, he is a
keen photographer, and has interests in the visual arts and in
music. He looks forward enthusiastically to the pleasures and
challenges of membership. He is sponsored by George Hume
and Stuart Marwick.
John Greenwood is an Investment Advisor Branch Manager.
He is a major patron of the arts as well as being an artist in
his own right and looks forward to studio sessions and other
Club activities. His sponsors are Melanie Duras and Louise
Vezina.
Karra Greenwood is an award-winning business writer. Her
interests and education include studies in literature, art history
and music in Canada, the U.S. and Europe. She looks forward
to enjoying and contributing to many activities at the Club.
She is sponsored by Louise Vezina and Melanie Duras.
Mark Huebner is a copywriter, illustrator and one time
professional actor on stage and in film. He has been widely
published as both writer and illustrator. He has extensive
experience in advertising and looks forward to contributing to
and partaking in numerous Club activities. Mark is sponsored
by George A. Walker and Michelle Hogan-Walker.
Maryann McCann is a homemaker with a background in
fashion design and retail management. With her husband
Warren (below) she is an active supporter of the performing
and visual arts and has a personal interest in literature. She
looks forward to expanding upon all of these with members of
the Club. She has a particular interest in promoting the arts to
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younger generations. She is sponsored by Louise Vezina and
Melanie Duras.
Warren McCann is a Chartered Public Accountant in the
arts and entertainment communities in both Canada and the
U.S. He is a keen supporter of many arts organizations with a
strong desire to promote the arts in Canada. He looks forward
to sharing the same with members of the Club. Warren is
sponsored by Melanie Duras and Louise Vezina.
Brinah Weintrop is a retired high school teacher and
department head. She completed arts degrees at York
University and University of Toronto, and she taught art
and general academics in high school where she developed
programs for special education and for at-risk youth. Brinah
joins the Club as she pursues her lifelong passion for painting
and design. She is sponsored by the Membership Committee.
We welcome three new complimentary members joining us
for six-month terms: novelist and biographer Mary Willan
Mason, poet Rosemary Clewes and Ian Dejardin, Director
of the McMichael Gallery.

Members’ News
Peter Alberti is holding a solo photo show, Some Sacred Places
of Romania and Bulgaria, at the Powell Gallery of the Toronto
Camera Club, 587 Mount Pleasant Rd. with an Open House
on Sunday, January 14, from 2:00–4:00 p.m. All are welcome.
Ruddigore is the next Gilbert and Sullivan presentation by
St. Anne’s Music and Drama Society, with Wendy Boyd as
part of the chorus. There are four evenings and four matinee
performances during the last weekend in January and the first
weekend in February. For information and tickets: royschatz@
bell.net, or (416) 922-4415.
On January 25, Lucy Brennan will be performing ancient
storytelling at Dr. Tom Hamilton’s monthly Folk Session,
from 6:00–8:00 p.m. in the Mount Pleasant Library (east side
of Mt. Pleasant, just south of Manor Road). The evening will
have a strong Celtic presence, with Irish singer-songwriter/
film actor Aiden Divine, along with poetry and other music.
These folk sessions are always great entertainment! Admission
is free.
Thomas Gough will appear as Giles Corey in the Hart
House Theatre production of Arthur Miller’s timely play
The Crucible, directed by Michael Rubinstein, January 19–
February 3. Tickets are now on sale at uofttix.ca.
After being incommunicado for some time, David SkeneMelvin once more has a telephone, and would be happy to
hear from friends at the Club. You can find his number in the
online directory.

Visit the National Gallery!
For those of you who have not been to the National Gallery
for some time, there is a glorious new show in town. The
Canadian historical collection, long the main reason for
visiting the Ottawa landmark, has been totally rehung and
the results are stunning. Incorporating art works drawn from
our various Indigenous cultures and combining them with
visual art treasures from our immigrant societies, the new
curator, Katerina Atanassova, has created a glorious and
uniquely Canadian tableau. I was particularly struck by one
of the smaller galleries that explored “snow” as a subject for
Impressionist artists and illustrated that quest with some
remarkable and highly successful interpretations.
But the highlight of my visit was JAMES WILSON
MORRICE, the A.K. Prakash Collection “In Trust to the
Nation,” which will be at the Gallery until March 8. A fairly
small, two-gallery
exhibition, this
compendium of mainly
pocket-size paintings
by Canada’s greatest
impressionist painter
is a not-to-be missed
delight. The exhibition
honours a major, and
recent, significant art
J.W. Morrice: Café Terrace, Saint-Cloud
donation, and glories in
the thirty or so jewel-like miniature works of art on display.
For admirers of Morrice who have long revelled in the earlier
Blair Laing donation of work by the same artist, this show will
be a personal moment of growth. Do try to take it in!
Tony Batten

It is time to say thank you to our volunteers: to Heidi
Burkhardt, Andrew Benyei, Alan King, Peter G.S. Large
and Doug Purdon, who gave wonderful demonstrations
at Open Houses during the run of NEXT2. And to those
who helped run the intake of art, the Gala and the Open
Houses: Judy Benyei, Lynn Bertrand, Bill Buchanan, Zora
Buchanan, Jane Carnwath, Julia Chmilnitzky, Shirley
Davy-Hanson, Joanne De Laurentiis, Bill Denton, Sandra
Eadie, Maureen Eustace, Gord Fulton, Susan Goddard,
Judy Ivkoff, Marvyne Jenoff, Laura Jones, John Kehoe,
Lorna Kelly, Luisa Klopchic, Gun Koleoglu, Damon Lum,
Rotraud Ocana, Rob Prince, Barbara Rose, Sue Russell,
John Ryerson, Martha Spence, Jamie Thompson (who
provided beautiful music as a background to the gala), Margot
Trevelyan, Alex Verpoort and Wilson West. Carol Anderson
gave us boundless support through the LAMPSletter and the
Club website. All of you helped so much to make NEXT2 the
success that it was. Thank you, thank you!

The Penny Farthing rider is Joff Summerfield, snapped in Tibet.
His grandfather had pedaled around the world on a Penny
Farthing at the turn of the last century, and Joff was paying
homage by replicating his grandfather’s journey. It turns out that
he had lived in Toronto for three years, prior to his journey.
Photo by Vipin Sehgal

WRITERS AND PERFORMERS WANTED
The 2018 Spring Revue: FUTURE SHOCK
If you have a hilarious skit or song two to four minutes
in length related to “Future Shock,” please submit it for
consideration by January 21. And if you would like to
participate as a performer or help with production let us know
right away. Contact us at springrevue2018@gmail.com
Ramona Baillie James Musselwhite Michael Spence
Artistic Director		 Musical Director		 Producer

Catering Corner
The Food and Beverage team wishes all Club members a
Happy New Year!
This month we celebrate everything Scottish leading up to
Robbie Burns Supper. Keep warm inside with a Rusty Nail—
on special all month long.
Rusty Nail
1.5 oz. Scotch whisky
1/2 oz. Drambuie
A twist of Lemon Peel
We look forward to serving you a Rusty Nail soon. Cheers!
Joseph Sweeney, Catering Manager
As the NEXT2 committee makes its way into the sunset we
reflect on the very rewarding voyage and encourage others
to take the next NEXT on—it is an important, provincewide initiative that is now getting the attention of the art
community. We all have promised to help and encourage those
who follow. The systems are in place to make the process easier
in the future. Please consider it.
Laurie De Camillis, Irene Katzela, Morna Wales
and Julian Mulock
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President’s Column
New Year’s Resolutions!
Include the Club in your resolutions.
The New Year is the time for resolutions.
Why not include an Arts & Letters Club
resolution in your list for 2018? You
might resolve to attend more events at
the Club in 2018. Or to attend one of
the events you don’t ordinarily come to.
You might resolve to bring more guests to the Club in 2018,
or to volunteer at Club events or on Club committees.
Collectively, as a Club, we need to resolve to attract more
members for the Arts & Letters Club. Several months ago,
I issued a “100 Member Challenge” to build membership
by 100 members over the next few months. We are indeed
making progress in moving towards membership targets
that were set in the Club’s 2013 Strategic Plan. I will report
progress on the 100 Member Challenge at the Club’s next
Town Hall conversation, scheduled for February 22.
2018 is our 110th Anniversary, and we look forward to a
notable year in the Club’s history. There will be a number
of special events and displays to honour this anniversary,
and I hope that all of you will take the opportunity to join
in the activities and celebrations that mark 110 years of our
remarkable Club.
Update your personal profile in the Online Members’
Directory.
The start of a New Year is also a good time to check your
profile in the Online Members’ Directory on the Club
website. Every member appears in the directory, and in many
cases member entries include a short biographical note.
Resolve to review your own profile and update it if necessary.
If your entry does not include a photo or a biographical
note, please consider arranging to add these to your online
information—if you need help, contact the office. A complete
Online Members’ Directory is a tool to help Club members
recognize and know one another better.
Join the new Communications Task Force.
In this internet age of websites, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and other forms of communications, it is important that
the Club have a modern and integrated approach to how we
communicate both with members and with the community
outside the Club. For this reason, I intend to establish
a Communications Task Force early in the New Year to
assess how the Club can make the most effective use of the
communications vehicles that are available. I would like to
recruit five or six Club members for this Task Force. It is
intended that it will have a limited life of one year and will
meet once a month. If serving on this Task Force might be of
interest you to, please contact me.
David Phillips, President
4 January 2018

Another Member Profiled
Here’s what Rob Prince tells us about himself in the online
Members’ Directory:
I have been a member since 1991–92, focusing on
photography and stage. As of the 2017, I have appeared in
25 Spring Revues, and was co-artistic director of the 2007
Revue. Other things you might not know about me:
• My family has roots in Newfoundland.
• My father worked for Club Past President Lyman
Henderson in the 1960s.
• In my first stage appearance at the Club, I played a butler.
• I am one of Toronto’s foremost experts in mid-20thcentury Scandinavian glass.
• My two feet are different sizes—the right one is 1 1/2
sizes smaller.
Rob Prince

A Special Thanks
from the Arts and Letters Club of Toronto Foundation

Mercedes Espinosa and Peter C. Moon visiting Bantry
House in Ireland on their honeymoon

On July 15, 2017, Club members Mercedes Espinosa and
Peter C. Moon celebrated their marriage in the Great Hall.
The couple requested no wedding gifts, but did ask guests to
consider making a donation to the Arts and Letters Club of
Toronto Foundation. This resulted in a sizable amount raised
in support of young people in the arts.
The Foundation is very appreciative of this generous approach
to raising funds for its important work.
For more information about donating to the Foundation,
please contact Treasurer, Bill Buchanan: willieb@rogers.com.
Richard Moorhouse, President
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto Foundation

Tim McGee on Early Music

The Club’s Art Collection

Our Music Committee Chair, Timothy McGee, is an expert
on early music. A musicologist, he was also a founding
director and member of the Toronto Consort, begun in 1972.
Since the early ’60s mediaeval music
has enjoyed a rebirth, with countless
performances and recordings by many
excellent ensembles. One of these, the
Pneuma Ensemble, will be performing at
the Club on Wednesday, January 24.

During the month of January, you will be able to enjoy works
from the Club’s permanent collection in our usual exhibition
spaces. The initiative for the show came as a request from
members of the Art Committee, who wished to learn more
about the history of some of our best possessions. Bill
Buchanan, our long-time Club Treasurer used to say that it
was a “sentimental collection,” and so it probably is.
Until 1965 artworks were casually displayed on Club walls
at the whim of whomever, and would appear and disappear
at random. Then a brilliant suggestion was made! Let’s have
When we talk about early music, what is
a real art collection, and so it started. An art purchase fund
the period we are looking at?
was established, and by 1971 there were 19 works in the
It depends on who you talk to. By
Collection. In 1972 the first curator was appointed. Today
some definitions “early music” includes
Musician playing a
we have around 650 works of art including 58 Presidents’
everything up to the Baroque. So it’s
rebec, early 14th c.
Portraits, 110 Executive Lists and 194 caricature drawings
safer to refer to “mediaeval music.” That
by Group of Seven artist member Arthur Lismer. The
includes the period up to about 1450. It comes from the
marriage of early European folk music with eastern music that majority of the Lismer drawings are held on loan at the
Thomas Fisher Rare Book library on St. George Street at the
drifted in from Venice and other trading centres. We don’t
University of Toronto, but they can also be seen through a
know the exact sources, since nothing started to be written
down until the 12th century. But you can clearly hear eastern link on the home page of the Club’s website, and several of
them are displayed in the second-floor hallway. Scott James
influences. Also, the instruments we associate with mediaeval
is the authority on these amusing works on paper, and at the
music are hybrid. The lute is the same instrument as the
January 8 Club Night, he will enlighten us about Lismer’s
Egyptian oud. In fact, it’s the same word: l’oud/“the lute.”
passion to poke fun at his fellow members and tell us what we
What is it that makes this music so compelling?
can learn about the Club from the sketches.
It’s very easy to listen to and understand. The melodies are
The Club’s Curatorial Circle oversees the Collection.
charming and dance-like, or built around dance. Even the love Members are Andrew Benyei, Scott James (Club archivist),
songs are dances, and their verse forms even take their names
Kathryn Minard, Barbara Mitchell (Club curator), Doug
from dance: the ballade, which means “dance”; the rondeau
Purdon and John Snell.
or “moving in a circle”; the virelai, which means “twist.” This
Currently, our collecting
music has a clear beat, sometimes with syncopation. The
mandate is to acquire
instruments are interesting and slightly unusual to our ears.
works of art that are
representative examples of
Tell us more about the instruments.
any professional artist who
There is a huge range and variety, and most are ancestors of
has been a contributing
the ones you can hear in today’s orchestras. There are bowed
Club member at one time
strings—rebecs and vielles; plucked strings—the lute, the
or another. To this end
psaltery, the gittern, the hurdy-gurdy; wind instruments—
we have been acquiring
not only the recorder, but the crumhorn and the bagpipe,
one or two works each
and various kinds of drums. There was no brass until the
Study for North Shore, Lake Superior
year by artists who meet
Renaissance, but the sackbut, which looks very much like a
1931, Franklin Carmichael
this
criterion
and
whose
brass instrument, was made from gilded silver.
artwork the Club does
Do we know much about the composers?
not currently possess. But the Curatorial Circle has broader
Although we do have the names of some of the composers,
responsibilities as well. About every six weeks we convene in
they are not well-known and we don’t know much about
the Boardroom, surrounded by dozens of wonderful paintings
many of them. Back to love songs, which we associate with
from the Collection, and discuss donations or purchases,
the troubadours in Southern France and Spain, and with the
collecting goals, possible loans to public museums or galleries
Minnesingers in Germany some time later. We know a little
and de-accessions out of the Collection.
more about some of these—wonderful names like Reinmar
What you will see throughout January are some of the
the Elder, Neidhart von Reuenthal and Walther von der
favourite artworks of Curatorial Circle members. Come to
Wogelweide. You will recognize the Minnesänger tradition
Club Night on January 8 and find out why.
from Wagner’s Die Meistersinger!
Barbara Mitchell
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Visual Arts News
Current Exhibition

• March 24–April 21: Solo shows: Alan Stein (Great Hall)
and Alan King (Lounge)
Public Opening: Sunday, March 25, 1:00–4:00 p.m.

January 6–28: Selections from the Collection: works from the
Club’s Permanent Collection. Members of the Curatorial
Circle will speak about their favourite paintings at Club Night • April 21–May 19: Solo shows: Marina Hanacek (Great
on January 8.
Hall) and Rati Vajpeyi (Lounge)
Public Opening: Sunday, April 29, 1:00–4:00 p.m.
Call for Entry
“Black/White (Achromatic”) show, January 28-February 24.
• May 19–June 16: Photography Group Show
An exhibition for two- and three-dimensional works executed
Public Opening: Sunday, May 27, hours to be announced.
in: black paint, white paint and combinations of the two (i.e.
• June 16–September 1: Summer Group Show
greys); charcoal; India ink; black and white conté crayons,
Public Opening: Sunday, June 24, 1:00–4:00 p.m.
pastels, chalks, oil sticks; graphite; silver. Black and white
photography, but not b/w photos of paintings. It would NOT
Studio Painting Contacts
include any colours found on a colour wheel. No tinting. No
Wednesdays: Resumes January 3. Contact Martha West
splashes of red. No cream. No cheating! The tubes must say
Gayford: mwestgayford@ca.inter.net
Black (lamp, carbon) or White (titanium, zinc, flake). No
Fridays: Resumes January 5. Contact Wendy Boyd:
Paynes Grey or other premixed greys.
wendyab@pathcom.com
• Intake: Friday, January 26, 11 a.m.–2:00 p.m. and
Sundays: Resumes January 14. Contact Sandy McClelland:
Saturday, January 27, 9:00–10:15 a.m.
sandymccsox@gmail.com or Andrew Benyei: andrew@
• Public Opening: Sunday, February 4, 1:00–4:00 p.m.
benyei.com
• February 5: Club Night: Laine Groeneweg, whose
Adventures in Creativity with John Inglis
lithographs and etchings are mostly in black and white.
• Take-down: Saturday, February 24, 9:00 a.m.–11 a.m.
John Inglis’s classes will resume on January 18 and continue
alternate Thursdays until further notice: john@inglisquest.com

Exhibitions through June 2018

• February 24–March 24: Spring Group Show: “Faces and
Flowers”
Public Opening: Sunday, March 4

Art Committee Chair: Wendy Boyd: wendyab@pathcom.com
compiled by Nancy DeBoni

Happy New Year from the Art Committee! L–R: Chair, Wendy Boyd, Judy Ivkoff, Laurie De Camillis, Barbara Rose, Chris
Ader, Alan King, Elisabeth Legge, Camilla Gryski, Charles Maurer, Maureen Eustace, Janet Hendershot, Nancy DeBoni
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Film Night

Photography Group

Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m.
by reservation • $25.50

The Hot Shots Photography group met on December 6
to view Black and White photos.

Thursday, January 11
hosted by Richard Bachmann
A Thousand Clowns (U.S. 1965)
This exuberant 1965 film of Herb Gardner’s Broadway
play stars Jason Robards as Murray Burns, the incorrigible
nonconformist who has willingly quit his job and
unwittingly has become guardian of his extremely
precocious 12-year old nephew.

There were some exceptional photos, many of which
could appear in the next exhibition. Jack Gilbert
took a few moments at the end of the meeting to
demonstrate how simple it is with image editing
software to convert a colour photo to an outstanding
black and white.
We meet next on
Wednesday, January 3, 6:30 p.m.
The challenge for January will be a post-editing
learning experience. Please submit two images of
different subjects, your choice, and submit two versions
of each—one before any editing and another after
editing—so, four images in total to:
Gord Fulton: fultongord@gmail.com by Tuesday,
January 2.

The Art of Conversation
This is one of Robards’s very best roles and Gardner’s
dialogue is full of wisecracks and a bit of wisdom, too. The
film was nominated as Best Picture of the year and Martin
Balsam won a Supporting Actor award. (114 minutes)

Wednesday, January 10, 6:00 p.m.
in the LAMPSroom

Topic: Styles of Parenting

The

Members and their guests who are interested in writing in
any genre or form are invited to join us:
Thursday, January 4 and 11, 6:00 p.m.

Sandwiches should be ordered by
Monday, January 8, 4:00 p.m.

Contact Mary Kehoe: marylilliankehoe@gmail.com

Hosted by Carol Vine: carolvine@bell.net

“Pleasant Hour”

$2 off drinks from 4:30–6:30 p.m. every Wednesday.
On the last Wednesday of the month we are pleased to welcome members of the St. George’s Society.
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Club Night
Bar 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:30 p.m. • $25.50
Please reserve for each Club Night
Monday, January 8

“Selections from the Collection”

Members get a rare look into the Club’s art collection.
Curator Barbara Mitchell will give a short account of the
making of the Collection, and Curatorial Circle members
(Andrew Benyei, Scott James, Kathryn Minard, Doug
Purdon and John Snell) will deliver their biased and
unadulterated views on their favourite pieces in the
collection. Opinions from attendees are also welcome.
Monday, January 15
Students from the U. of T. Opera Division
bring us

Monday, January 22

Alice on Elm Street
The Stage Committee presents an hour of Alice in
Wonderland film excerpts that are, to put it mildly, out of
the ordinary. Thrill to Joseph Papp’s musical production of
Alice in Wonderland—Alice at the Palace—which resembles
a cross between Marat/Sade and Hair and stars a singing,
dancing Meryl Streep as Alice. Marvel at an all-star Alice in
Wonderland, based on a limitedrun Broadway play, with Kate
Burton (as Alice) and her father,
a singing Richard Burton. Watch
agog as Jonathan Miller directs a
1966 Victorian gothic version of
Alice in Wonderland for the BBC
in which he tries to sap all the
humour and high spirits from
the tale—a task not made easy
by the participation of Peter
Cook, Peter Sellers and Wilfrid
Brambell.
Warren Clements provides the
introductions.

Monday, January 29

Join us for a Mariposa evening
with artistic director/writer Michael Hill
and singer/songwriter Steph Dunn

Opera! The Golden Age

Although opera had its beginnings in the late 16th
century and continues with vitality to our present day,
it is the 19th century which many consider to be the
apogee of romantic vocal writing.
From Donizetti to Delibes, Verdi to Wagner, join us for
this exciting, one-time performance as we highlight
opera’s golden age.
8 January 2018

Michael Hill’s engaging new book, The Mariposa Folk
Festival: A History, is a look at folk music’s legendary home
ground. From Pete Seeger to Serena Ryder, the musicians
who have performed at Mariposa have carried on a living
tradition of folk music connecting the ‘60s to the present
day and tomorrow. Hill will take us from its humble roots
in Orillia in 1961 to international acclaim and legendary
status as a premier folk music gathering.
Orillia singer/songwriter and recording arts Steph
Dunn, who appears at Mariposa, will give us a
musical performance.

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Literary Table
Bar 12 noon; Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $21
Please reserve for each Literary Table

Tuesday, January 23
Lucy Brennan

“W.B. Yeats in His Time”
Tuesday, January 9

Tim Nau
“Irresistibly Sacred Le Puy”
This illustrated talk is
about the strange rock
formations in Le-Puyen-Velay, France, and
the feelings of awe they
have inspired for more
than twenty centuries.
Druids, worshippers of
Mercury, venerators of
St Michael, devotees
of the Virgin Mary,
miracle-seekers, and
French nationalists are
all part of the story.

William Butler Yeats, widely
considered to be one
of the greatest poets of
the 20th century, played
a huge part in Ireland’s
coming into her own as a
literary nation.
Lucy Brennan will speak
about Yeats’s life and work,
and of his wider influence
in the world of politics and
letters. She will illustrate
her talk with readings from
Yeats’s poetry.
Tuesday, January 30

Charlie Keil
“Hollywood, The Dream Factory”
Tuesday, January 16

Peter Alberti
“Some Account of Lord Boringdon’s Fatal Accident:
A Regency Tragedy”
A 12-year-old boy chewing
an ear of rye in a field in
July 1816 accidentally
inhaled it. No means
existed to remove it, he
developed an abscess in
his lung and in spite of
blistering, bleeding and
leeches, he succumbed in
Paris where he had been
taken for treatment. Of
noble birth, he was taken
back to England in state,
given an elegiac funeral
and buried in Devon. The whole illness was documented in
a finely produced book written to commemorate the event,
and included poetry written in his memory, both in English
and Latin. A monument was erected in his honour.

After only two decades of existence, motion pictures
became the pre-eminent form of entertainment in
America. The burgeoning film industry in Southern
California supplied the epic fantasies and larger-thanlife stars that stoked audience interest. But why did this
industry centralize its operations in small communities
in Southern California? And why did one of those
communities—Hollywood—become synonymous with
the mythos of moviemaking by the 1920s? By looking at
a variety of sources we can analyze the process that saw
Hollywood, California, transformed into “Hollywood, The
Dream Factory.”

For all of the care that was lavished upon the young Lord,
the outcome was no different than if he had been a pauper.
Peter Alberti will talk about this within the context of the
enormous difference in treatment based on social class and
wealth.

Charlie Keil is the Principal of Innis College and a Professor
in the Department of History and the Cinema Studies
Institute. He has published six books on the American film
industry, particularly the silent era. His latest, A Companion
to D.W. Griffith, will appear in January 2018.
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Music Wednesday
Bar 12 noon; Lunch 12:15 p.m. • $21

Please reserve for each Music Wednesday
Wednesday, January 10

Wednesday, January 24

Pneuma Medieval Ensemble

Kendra Dyck, soprano
Peter TiefenbacH, piano
“An Afternoon with Amadeus”
An alumna of Wilfrid Laurier
University and the Tafelmusik
Baroque Summer Institute,
Kendra is currently in her final
year of the Glenn Gould School’s
Artist Diploma Program,
studying under Monica Whicher.
She comes at the invitation
of Jim Norcop, who has an
unerring flair for spotting soonto-be-famous singers.
Joined by performer, composer
and broadcaster Peter Tiefenbach, Kendra treats us to an allMozart program, studded with favourite arias.

The Pneuma Ensemble (from the Greek word meaning
“breath,” “spirit,” or “soul”) was formed in 2014 when Tricia
Postle (voice, psaltery), Eleanor Verrette (vielles) and
Gaven Dianda (gittern, citole) from Toronto’s early music
scene decided to explore their shared interest in medieval
monophony. They are known for their lively, playful and
witty approach to medieval repertoire.

Wednesday, January 17

See also article on page 5.

From the Studio of Barry Shiffman
As members of the Glenn Gould School’s International
Performance Residency
Program, Katy Clark,
soprano; Brad Cherwin,
clarinet; Adam Harris,
baritone and Sonia
Bize, harp (shown top
to bottom, left to right)
are some of the most
gifted protégés of
violinist Barry Shiffman,
a founding member of
the St. Lawrence String
Quartet and now the
School’s Associate Dean
and Director of Chamber
Music.
These four musicians come together in unusual
combinations to perform for us favourites from the
chamber music repertoire, including works by Debussy,
Scarlatti, Faure, Donizetti, Poulenc and Korngold.
This is always a wonderful concert. Please join us!

10 January 2018

Wednesday, January 31

Mary-Elizabeth Brown, violin
Angela Park, piano
Canadian violinist Mary-Elizabeth Brown, currently
concertmaster of both the McGill Chamber Orchestra and
the Ottawa Symphony
Orchestra, is highly
praised as a soloist,
chamber musician and
orchestral leader.
In collaboration with
pianist Angela Park
she performs for us
Schubert’s Fantasie
for Violin and Piano in
C major, D.934, and
Schumann’s Sonata
for Violin and Piano
in A minor on her
permanently loaned
1766 Giuseppe
Gagliano violin.

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Ad Lib
8:00–11:00 p.m.

Friday, January 5

Twelfth Night Board Game Night
On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
some board games for us to play!
Bring a favourite game or two and/or learn to play a
new game.
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.
Friday, January 12

JOTO Improv
Damon Lum welcomes the musical troupe “The
Pioneers.” Come and support the courageous souls on
stage or join in on the fun!
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.
Friday, January 19

A Sherlock Holmes Mystery!
Tonight Leon Warmski presents a live performance of a
very rare, long lost Sherlock Holmes story! OR IS IT?
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.
Friday, January 26

Ad Lib’s Got Talent—Birthday Party Edition!
Ad Lib’s fearless leader is turning 41 (well, the next
day)! To celebrate, Damon Lum has invited even more
creative members and friends for a night of diverse
talents, songs, and merriment.
Want to show off? Email damon_lum@hotmail.com
for details.
Starts at 8:00 p.m. in the Studio.

Remember, AD LIB IS YOU!
If you have ideas for Ad Lib events, please contact our
Ad Lib chair, Damon Lum, damon_lum@hotmail.com

Toronto Harbour fireboat the William Lyon Mackenzie
conducting a night test, pouring thousands of gallons of water
from her 12 hoses. The fireboat operates 12 months a year to
provide emergency services in Toronto harbour and the lake
nearby.
Photo by Jack Gilbert

Artwork Credits

Page 1: LAMPSletter masthead, Ray Cattell.
Page 1: Burns photo collage, Carol Anderson.
Page 3: James Wilson Morrice, Café Terrace, Saint-Cloud, circa
1909, Gift of A.K. Prakash, J.W. Morrice Collection,
2015, National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa. Photo: NGC.
Page 3: NEXT2 logo, design by Laurie De Camillis.
Page 3: Penny Farthing and rider, photo Vipin Sehgal.
Page 4: David Phillips, photo Gord Fulton.
Page 4: Mercedes Espinosa and Peter C. Moon in the gardens
of Bantry House, Ireland, honeymoon photo from the
couple.
Page 5: 12th c. musician playing the rebec. Stained glass window,
All Saints Church, Besthorpe, Norfolk.
Page 5: A Study for North Shore, Lake Superior 1931, Franklin
Carmichael, from the Club’s permanent collection.
Page 6: The Art Committee, photo Damon Lum.
Page 7: A Thousand Clowns, detail from film poster.
Page 8: In the Studio of Herbert Palmer, painting by Frederick
Challener from the Club’s collection.
Page 8: La traviata, Teatro di Roma production, 2016, photo
Yasuko Kageyama.
Page 8: Alice in Wonderland, drawing by John Tenniel at 14 Elm
St., drawing by John Morrow.
Page 8: Bob Dylan at the Mariposa Folk Festival, 1972, photo attr.
Sue Kawalerski.
Page 9: St Michel d’aiguilhe, Le Puy-en-Velay, photo from
Wikipedia.
Page 9: Lord Boringdon, engraving B. Roger, Paris, 1806, published
J.M. McCreery, London, 1818.
Page 9: W.B. Yeats, photo George S. Bereford, Hulton Archive.
Page 10: Kendra Dyck, photo from the artist.
Page 10: Barry Shiffman students, photos from the Royal
Conservatory of Music.
Page 10: Pneuma Ensemble, photo Ivy Lovell.
Page 10: Mary-Elizabeth Brown, photo from her website.
Page 11: Ad Lib logo, Andrew Sookrah.
Page 11: Toronto Harbour fireboat, photo Jack Gilbert.
LAMPSletter editor:
Carol Anderson
Copy editor:
Jane McWhinney
January 2018 11

January 2018
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

Painters’ Studio

Thursday
4

5

Pleasant Hour
4:30–6:30 p.m.

Club Reopens

Writers’ Group
6:00–8:00 p.m.

Photography Group 6:30 p.m.

7

8

LAMPSLetter
deadline
(all material
except
Members’
News)

9
Art Cttee 4:00 p.m.
Membership Cttee
5:00 p.m.

Club Night
“Selections from the
Club’s Art Collection”
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

10

11

Literary Cttee meeting
10:45 a.m.

Music Cttee meeting 10:45 a.m.

Literary Table
Tim Nau
“Irresistibly Sacred Le
Puy” 12:15 p.m.

LAMPSLetter deadline (Members
News) noon

Painters’ Studio

Music Wednesday
Kendra Dyck, soprano
Peter Tiefenbach, piano
12:15 p.m.

Friday
Painters’ Studio
TGIF lunch noon

Saturday
6
Small Works
Show pickup

Ad Lib
9:00–11:00 a.m.
Twelfth Night Board
Games, Studio 8:00 p.m.

12

13
Painters’ Studio

Film Night
A Thousand Clowns
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Film 7:30 p.m.

Ad Lib
JOTO Improv
Studio 8:00 p.m.

Writers’ Group
6:00–8:00 p.m.

Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.
Art of Conversation 6:00 p.m.
Stage Cttee: 6:30 p.m.

14

15
Sunday
Painters

Club Night
“Opera! ... from the
Golden Age”
U. of T. Opera Division
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

16

17

Literary Table
Peter Alberti
“Lord Boringdon—
A Regency Tragedy”
12:15 p.m.

Music Wednesday
From the Studio of
Barry Shiffman
12:15 p.m.

22

23

24

28

Club Night
“Alice on Elm Street”
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

29
Sunday
Painters

Club Night
“A Mariposa Evening”
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Music Wednesday
Pneuma Medieval
Ensemble, 12:15 p.m.
Pleasant Hour
4:30–6:30 p.m.
Playreading: 6:30 p.m.

Literary Table
Lucy Brennan
“W.B. Yeats”
12:15 p.m.

Board Meeting 4:30 p.m.

30

31

Literary Table
Charlie Keil
“Hollywood—
The Dream Factory”
12:15 p.m.

John Inglis’s
Visual Art Course of
Study and Practice
1:00–3:00 p.m., Studio
Whisky Nosing
5:15 p.m.
Burns Supper
7:00 p.m.

25
Painters’ Studio

Sunday
Painters

18

Pleasant Hour
4:30–6:30 p.m.

Activities Cttee 4:30 p.m.

21

Painters’ Studio

19

20
Painters’ Studio

TGIF lunch noon
Ad Lib
A Sherlock Holmes
Mystery!
Studio 8:00 p.m.

26

Painters’ Studio
TGIF lunch noon

27
“Black/White

“Black/White (Achromatic”)
(Achromatic”)
Show intake:
Show intake:
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
9:00–10:15 a.m.
Ad Lib
Ad Lib’s Got Talent Birthday Party Edition!
Studio 8:00 p.m.

Painters’ Studio

Music Wednesday
Mary-Elizabeth Brown, violin
Angela Park, piano
12:15 p.m.
Pleasant Hour 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Events requiring reservations are shown in bold.
February Issue Deadline:
• for Members’ News: Tuesday, January 10 at 12
noon (change is for this month only)
• for all other items: Sunday, January 7
As there is a high demand for space, items will be
accepted in order of receipt as long as space is available.
If you wish to include a notice or feature, please contact
the editor with as much advance notice as possible,
so that space can be reserved, and plan to submit it
no later than Sunday, January 7, or by arrangement
with the editor. Email submissions to lampsletter@
artsandlettersclub.ca. If you cannot email, contact
Naomi Hunter well in advance of your deadline. Late
submissions cannot be accepted.
The LAMPSletter will be mailed out on January 19;
it is also available each month on our website: www.
artsandlettersclub.ca/lampsletters.

RESERVATION/CANCELLATION/PAYMENT INFORMATION
You may book through the private link on the website, by email: reservations@
artsandlettersclub.ca, or by telephone: 416-597-0223, ext. 2 (voicemail). Please specify
which events you are booking and the number of places you require.
Advance reservations avoid disappointment. Advance reservations are required for most
events with meals except TGIF lunch. Reservations for Monday nights are requested by
the end of day the preceding Friday.
Payments: Most events with meals are payable at the door, with the exception of
Special Events and Members’ Dinners, for which payment is required in advance. The
Club prefers payment by cash, cheque, debit and Club card, and accepts VISA and
MasterCard.
Cancellations: Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 hours in advance of the day of the
event. A refund or credit will be issued for events (some exceptions will apply) that have
been paid for in advance, provided that the cancellation is received in advance.

